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GENERAL BACKGROUND O N  C H I N A  

A ,  Doak B a r n a t t  

George Wingrove Coolce, China correspongent of t h e  London Times in 
1857-58, once .apologized f o r  his reluctance t o  generalize about China and 
remarked, wisely, t ha t  "a smart writer,  entirely ignorant of the subject, 
might readi ly  s t r ike  off a b r i l l i a n t  and an t i the t i ca l  analysis, which should 
leave nothing t o  be desired but the  truthI1. 

The danger of attempting t o  describe the background of an immensely 
complicated s i tuat ion i n  a few pages l i e s  i n  the poss ib i l i ty  of d is tor t ing  or  
actiziUy perverting the fac ts ,  This i s  especially t rue  of a country i n  the 
throes of a revolution which i s  producing ram an6 d o l e n t  change, None- 
theless,  there  have been requests for  an A W ,  newsletter conta* basic 
background infomibation on China, so I s h d l  proceed t o  s e t  forbh a f e w  
generalizations about the  country, a s  a basis for  fur ther  inquiry and dis-  
cussion. There i s  no chance of this being a "b r i l l i an t  and an t i the t i ca l  
analysist1, but I shall run the inevitable r i s k  of oversimplifying and leav- 
ing tlnothing t o  be desired but the trutht1. 

C h i m  i s  a country of over lr50 million people. The Nationalist 
Government Fn 1947 estimated the  t o t a l  population t o  be 462 million, but 
demographers l i k e  t o  prgue about the exact figure, and they have had ample 
opportunity t o  do so because of the  scarc i ty  of re l iab le  s t a t i s t i c s ,  A l l  
agree, however, t h a t  almost one f i f t h  of the  world's population is Chjnese. 

The rnajority of Chinese, over ninety percent of the  country's 
population, a re  generally referred t o  as  Han Chinese; they predominate i n  
the country's p a t  agr icu l tura l  plains and river valleys which a re  the  
centers of concentrated population. I n  addition t o  the Han, however, China 
contains many r a c i a l  minority groups, located principaUy i n  the continental  
borderland regions and mountainous areas of the  country. The m a t  important 
ones are t h e  Ibngols in t h e  northern Inner Mongolian provinces, the  Tibetans 
in the  Soutlnmst , the Chinese ?.fusllms i n  Northwest China, and the  T u r k t s  
i n  dhinese Turkestan. Altogether there are a t  least 60 minority groups, 
t o t a l ing  perhaps 40 millions, These minorit ies const i tute  a continuing 
problem of in te rna l  administration in  China, 

The Han Chinese are the most ancient social group with colrt*ous 
cultural and p o l i t i c a l  t rad i t ions  now in existence. Chinese culture 
has hald them together despi te  many centr i fugal  forces, This does not man, 
haiever, t h a t  they are completely homogeneous. On the  contrary, there are  
numerous regional var iat ions in China. :'here are  considerable differences, 
f o r  example, between t h e  North and tho  South. The North i s  a land of brown, 
dry plains  growing wheat and mi l l e t  crops; t h e  South i s  a land of green, 
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wet v ~ l l e y s  growing r i ce .  There a re  special  charac ter i s t ics  and t r ad i t ions  
which have grown up around individual provinces and region& I n  addition, 
 here are  nzny dialect  divisions. Various forms of the  d ia lec t  cal led 
PCaneiarin are  now spoken over inuch of t h e  country, but t h e  loca l  vari&ions 
p r c  considerable, and there  arc other d ia lec ts  such as Cantonese and 
hk ienese ,  each spoken by large xlurribers of neoole, whi.ch are unin te l l ig ib le  
t o  ~ h n d a r i n  groups. Qne very important cu l tura l  factor  which has been a 
force f o r  unity despite diversi ty  has been the  wri t ten language which i s  
uniform f o r  dU H a  Chinese. This wri t ten  language, based on ideogrsphs 
instead of phonetic symbols, has cut acmss  dialect  bar r ie rs  and, and even 
though l i t e r a c y  has always been confined t o  a minority, it has helped t o  
t i e  the country together, 

The home t e r r i t o r y  occupied by the  Chinese s t retches fron the  
cold regions of 14anchuria t o  the t rop ica l  is land of Heinan, and from the 
wet coasts touching the East China Sea t o  the  a r id  deser ts  of Central Asia, 
China i s  bordered by Korea, the  Soviet Union, Outer Mongolia (since i t s  for-  
mal separation from C h a  i n  1945), Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, (Tibet 
before reestablishment of Chinese control  there by the Cornrmmists), Nepal, 
Burma, and Indo-China. The Yellow and East China Seas soparate it from 
Japan and the PhiUp,pinea, 

There i s  tremendous variety in this area of roughly 3,750,000 
square miles (larger than the  U.S, including dl of its overseas t e r r i -  
to r i e s  ) , but mountains and r ivers  det errnine the concentration of population, 
Mountains cover m e t  of the  country, and t h e  population i s  consequently 
crowded i n t o  a few plains and r ive r  valleys, the most important of which are  
the North China plain,  Szechuan plain, Ysngtze val ley and Canton del ta ,  
?-ivers a re  t h e  l i f e l i n e s  of these population centers. . 

Because so much of the  country i s  covered by mountains, t he  
pressure on the  land i s  intense. China, with over th ree  times the popula- 
t i on  of t h e  United States, has l e s s  cu l t iva ted  land than t h e  United States,  
and China does not have any signif icant  area of unused land s t i l l  t o  be cul- 
tivated. Life  i n  China i s  sustained by extremely intensive cul t ivat ion,  
On the  average almost 1500 persons are supported by each scluare mile of cul- 
t ivated land, and there  i s  l e s s  than half an acre of food-producing t e r r i t o r y  
per person, 'ihis r a t i o  of man t o  land i s  one of the  most fundamental, ines- 
capable factis of hife i n  China; it means over-population, and poverty, which 
have a profound influence on a l l  aspects national l i f e  - including po l i t i c s ,  

Ghinese cu l ture  has had a continuous developent f o r  three t o  four 
thouemd years, but u n t i l  t he  19th century the process of change was f a i r l y  
slow. The soc ia l  and economic s t ructure which took shape roughly 2,000 years 
ago i n  t h e  re la t ive  i so la t ion  of the  Chinese sub-continent proved t o  be 
remarkabLy durable, and although China experienced periodic dynastic changes, 
c i v i l  wars ,  and peasant upheavals, the basic  pat tern of l i f e  continued with 
o d y  minor changes from the first unif icat ion of the country, a t  the  time of 
the  revohution of 221 d.C., t o  the  destruction of the  imperial monarchy i n  
the revolution of 19.l.l. 

Tradi t i sndly ,  four f i f t h s  of China's population hss l ived  i n  
viU;lges, dependent upon agricul ture  f o r  a livelihood, working the s o i l  with 
t h e i r  hands, i l l i t e r a t e ,  po l i t i ca l ly  passive, Although the s i tua t ion  has 
varied 5n dif2erent places and a t  d i f fe rent  pe~ iods ,  frequently the ownership 



of much of the  land has been concentrated in  the  hands of a minority, t h e  
land-owning gentry, whose privileged economic posit ion carr ied predominant 
soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  influence, 

Approxinately one-fifth of the  Chinese population has l ived in 
c i t i e s  and walle d towns, In t r ad i t iona l  (.:Rim, these people. included mer- 
cliants, land-owners, governanent bureaucri;ts and o f f i c i a l s ,  the scholar- 
l i t e r a t i ,  mi l i ta ry  men, and so on, There was a considerable gap between 
urban upper q d  rural lower classes, but a degree of soc ia l  mobility waa 
mintained, and some persons of all. classes  c l b b e d  the  soc ia l  ladder t o  
join the  scholar- li teret i  group which f o m d  t h e  bureaucracy and adminis- 
tered- the country under t h e  central monarchy. 

The pa terna l i s t ic  family has been the foundation of soc ia l  life 
i n  China and in the past it has provided a source of strength and s t a b i l i t y  
t o  the country, Even t h e  pattern of government under the pre-1911 empire 
was governed by Confucianist conceptions of the family system, end both 

personrzl and national l i f e  wemregulated by eccepted ru le s  of family 
relat ions.  

Agriculture has been the bas is  of the  Chinese economy - the  
pr incipal  productive a c t i v i t y  in the country, Capitalism never developed 
i n  pre-19U China, and the  merchant c l a m  held low prestige and exercised 
r e l a t ive ly  l i t t l e  influence on national life, Befcve t h e  impact of tho  
West, China had not begun a process of commercial-industriel development 
such as tha t  which took place e a r l i e r  in the  West, 

Government in pre-19U. Chine was authori tar ian but by-and-large 
laissez- faire.  A t  t he  top  of the  hierarchy was t he  emperor, end under hlm 
a well-developed bureaucracy administered the  various provinces end other 
divisions of the country, Considerable l o c a l  autonomy existed a t  the lowest 
l eve l s  of government, however, and m2ny aspects of U f e  were not included 
i n ,  the  scope of government regulation. The government, through i ts  cen- 
tralized bureaucracy, levied taxes, constructed and repaired great public 
works, and ~mintained order, but it did not exercise control over all l oca l  
a f f a i r s ,  

The s t a b i l i t y  of t r ad i t iona l  China began t o  dis integrate  in the  
19th century, Internally,  f o r  reasons newer completely e x p W e d  by stu- 
dents of China, the population of the  country went through a rapid process 
of increase, f r o m  143 million in 1741 t o  432 U o n  in 1851 (according t o  
some estimates), and this produced a serious agrarian c r i s i s  by the mid- 
19th century, Simultaneously, the Manchu d p ~ s t y  went through a process 
of intc!rnal decay. Then, a f t e r  the Opium War i n  1840-42, the  West, 
technologicaUy superior t o  China, began penetrating the  country and 
exerting a strong influence upon it, Old values were discredited by 
imported ideas. Handicraft production i n  t h e  Chinese rurel econony was 
disrupted. China's independence was corzpronised by special  r ights  and con- 
cessions demanded by foreign powers. 

The Chinese revolution, which i s  s t i l l  going on, can be dated t o  
about t h a t  time. The f i r s t  great outbreek was the  T'aipting Rebellion of 
1851-64. Then cme demands fo r  const i tut ional  reform i n  the 18901s. 
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Later, under Sun Yat-sen's slogans of the "Three Peoplels Principlest1 
(demcrac y, nationalism, md people s livelihood), the overthrow of the 
Manchu dynastywas accomplished i n  19U. T h i s  nerked the passing of t h e  
o ld  order, but there followed a period of internal chaos and warlordism 
which lasted for  many years. Finally, under the impetus of growing 
nationalism, Chiang Kai-shek inherited the mantle of Sun and led the revo- 
lution of 1925-28 which established a new govesrnnent. The Nationalist 
Government set  up by Chiang maintained power from 1928 unti l1949 when, 
weakened by the war with Japan and having los t  much of i t s  internal 
support, it was overthrown by the Chinese Comunists. 

Since 1949 the Chinese Comrmnists have established f 5 r m  nni l i tay  
md poJS,tical control over a larger t e r r i to ry  - including all of Chlnats 
b6rderland~l except Outer Mongolia which has became a Soviet sa t e l l i t e  - 
than my government, i n  recent Chinese history, a d  the NationaXst regirr,o 
is mw 5n ex i le  an the island of Taiwan (Fornose), 

Ideolo~caZPy the main currents of the Chinese revolubion vhich 
brought f frst the Nationalists an8 subsequently the Comunist s t o  power 
have been ideas imported from the West: nationalism, deruocrzcy, social 
and economic reform. Before the l w h  Centurythere was nothing COLI- 

parable t o  modern nationalism in China, The Chinese looked upon the i r  
country as the civilized world, beyond which there was nothing but the 
barbarians. Chinese become a w e  of modern national s ta tes  when China 
was mil i tar i ly  defeated by them, tmd m y  Chinese decided t k a t  t o  deal with 
this new world China must i t s e l f  become a, strong modern nation-state. The 
ideal  of demcracy was adopted from the West by Chinese intel lectuals  
groping fo r  something new t o  replace the shattered and discredited structure 
of 3nperia.1, Confucianist China. Most of the modern intel lectual  and 
pol i t ica l  leaders of China, whether belonging t o  the  Nationalists, COW 
m a s t s  or  other groups, have re~ec ted  much of China's past and have aimed 
t o  make China a strong, modern, industrialized, lldemcratic" country in the 
image of the West. 

The Chinese Cormmists entered the revolutionary scene relat ively 
late. The party was not organized un t i l  1921, and i t s  r e a l  developnent of 
power took place during t h e  Sino-Japanese W a r .  Although from the first the 
Chfnese Communists have been an in tepal .  part of the Soviet-led Communist 
world revolution, they won the struggle for  power within China by 
capitalizing on the main currenix of the  Chinese revofution. The grmrth 
of the i r  strength was proportionate t o  t he  decline of the  Nationalists1 
strength, wtrfch was undermined by foreign aggression and internal  disrup- 
tion. Fin-, on the basis of an alliance of peasants and d i s s a t f s f i ~ d  
inteUectuals the Comnnmists overthrew the Nationalists i n  the 194549 
c i v i l  war. 

The basic strakegy of the Chinese Comnmist s, which crystallized 
af ter  early failures, was t o  est-ablished control over definite geographical 
bases, t o  organize peasants in to  armed revolutionary forces, t o  widernline, 
isolate and attack the urban centers of Nationalist power, and f ina l ly  t o  
consolidate t he i r  forces ~ n d  overthrow the government by military force. 
T h i s  strategy proved t o  be successful, and it i s  significant that  the Chinese 
Carromrnists now assert that ,  "The classic type of revolution i n  coPonidL and 
semi-colonial countries i s  the Chinese revolution." 
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Although the raw material out of which a revolutionary force was bui l t  

consisted primarily of peasants, the Chinese Connmtnists have always maintained, 
i n  orthodm C o d s t  fashion, that  the spearpoint of the revolution has been 
the p ro l e t a i a t ,  led by the C-ist Party. In actual fact,  the role of the 
Chinese proletariat has been insignificant,' and the r e a l  leadership of the 
C o ~ s t s ~  revolution has been drawn from the intel l igentsia - peredns mot i -  
vated by nationalistic impulses and attracted by promises of social reform, 
democracy (the Canamrnist  s consistently have used democratic slogans ) , axid national 
development. Under t h i s  leadership, peasant support was attracted on the basis 
of anti-Japanese patriotism and promises of land reform. 

Although u s h g  d e ~ l ~ ~ o r a t i c  slogans the Chinese Conununist regime is the 
inhefitor of t radit ional  Chinese ideas of authoritative r u l e  and Comunist i b a s  
of to ta l i tar ian  rule. It rejects  ?*stern l ibera l  conce~tions of democracy. 
The party it-self' is  an orthodox Comrmanist Party, modelled on Leninist- 
Stafinist  Ifies, organized with s t r i c t  discipline according t o  the  p.x-incfplea 
of " d e ~ ~ ) c r a t i c  centralism". The Peking government set up oh October 1, 1949, 
i s  tho creature of the party; t h i s  is  also true of the m, now c a l l  the 
People's Liberation Army, and the mass organizations for labor, peasants, youth, 
m e n  and other groups through which the party errrercises mch of i t s  control. 
The party accepts Msrxism-Leninism, together with the elaborations of StaUnism, 
but it has i t se l f  made a certain contribution t o  the "treasury of Marxiam- 
Leninism", i n  the form of interpretation and adaption t o  local conditiom, 
which might be called nMaois~n. 

The Chinese Coxnunists have consistently looked for ideological 
leadership t o  the Soviet Union, have considered themselves a part of the world 
revolutionary struggle, and have received Soviet m ~ r a l ,  and occasionally 
material, support. l3ut in  one respect, the Chinese Coxmmists d i f fer  fiom 
most C-ist groups outside of the Soviet Union; they have gained power 
largely as a result  of thei r  own efforts,  and they control the i r  own military 
forces, A t  present, however, the alllance between Peking and Wscow, apparently 
based upon the conviction that  a close & W t y  of interests  ezists, seems 
t o  be very firm, and the relationship i s  probably regarded by the CNneee as 
one of junior partnership. 

The Chinese C o d s t  Party, with Mao Tse-tung as chief, i s  rigidly 
controlled by a small Central C o d t t e e  which rules through regional bureaus 
and a party hierarchy reaching down t o  grassroots branches and cells.  Party 
mmbership i s  official ly reported t o  be 5,800,000, or only a l i t t l e  over one 
percent of the population, but it has t h e a m s t  effective and complete control 
over the country of any group in Chinese history. The government through which 
it rules i s  thro-y authoritarian, autocratic, and total i tar ian.  Nominally, 
it consists of e, coalition of the Cannmrnists and several minor parties, but 
i n  terms of power the coalition i s  fictional.  The Corrmunists make the decisions. 
A t  the top, power i s  concentrated in the Central People's Government Cowncil 
which combines executive 2nd legislat ive functions and, the Coverme& Adminis- 
trat ion Council, a cabinet-like body. 

Police s ta te  methods of rule, intensive propaganda end mass noambaigns,tt 
organization of almost the entire population in to  Communist-controlled groups, 
and widespread indoctrination are the techniques by which the Chinese Cormnrniste 
are able t o  control the country and advance the i r  revolution, despite wides- 
pread disillusion since thei r  r i s e  t o  power. In three short years the  Chinese 
Cornmists have been able t o  control and orgaaize the Chinsse ~ o ~ i e  to 
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a degree many pe<sons would have thought impossible before 1949. 

The ultimate goal of the Chinese Communists1 prograx i s  a Com- 
munist state,  but they conceive of the revolutionary process as one of 
several stages. The f i r s t  stage, directed principally against what they 
label  n f e u U s m l l  and ffimperialismu, i s  considered t o  be basically completed 
as a result  of the i r  vigorous efforts  t o  root out Western (other than 
Camnunist or Soviet) influence and thei r  violent program of agrarian reform. 
The present stage - "The period of N e w  Demcracytl - i s  t o  the groundwork 
for  future socialism, 

In  thei r  agrar5an program, t h e  Comunists have confiscated the land 
of landlords and have redistribirted it t o  landless and landpoor peasants, 
eUminating the PmdZord c l r ss .  Pr-ivate ownership has been retained, but 
ownership has been equaliaed. T h i s  program has already been carried out in 
most of the country, and the C~mrmrnists plan by the  end of this year t o  have 
completed the process i n  a l l  parts of China except for a few relat ively small 
areas, But this i s  admitted t o  be merely a t ac t i ca l  move, and the Chinese 
Coxanmists have already outlined a step-by-step process of agricultural collec- 
tivization, proceeding from mutual aid teams t o  agricultural producers coopera- 
tives t o  collective farms. The Communists believe collectivization will make 
possible the increased agricultural production necessary for industrialiclation. 
But there i s  reason t o  question the degree t o  which collectivization and 
mechanization can be applied in China,and collectivization alone w i l l  not over- 
cane China's basic shortage of land. In addition, peasant resistance t o  
collectivization can be expected when the process is  further advanced. 

Until 1949, the Chinese Cosmnunists, for  t a c t i ca l  reasons, concen- 
trated t he i r  efforts  ,on rural China. Now, however, havlng mved the It  center 
of the revolutiont1 t o  the c i t i es ,  they are concentrating on theis  aim of 
industrializatian. 

In&striaUz;ation and the developlnent of modern urban prole- 
tariat are considered by the Comunists t o  be essential prerequisites for 
Communism. During the past three years, they have attempted to  *'restore 
industryI1 t o  prewar levels, and they have carried out a few major public 
works in the f ie lds  of transportation and water conservancy. Now they pro- 
claim the i r  readiness t o  embark upon large-scale industr ial  deve lopn t ,  
and they have begun t o  devote- increasing percentages of @owing national 
budgets t o  capital  investments. Here again, however, fundamental quest ions 
are raised. China- today i s  much less  industrialized than the Soviet Union 
was i n  1917 and possesses greatly inferior raw material resources, The 
Chinese Conmnrnists want t o  turn  the country in to  a strong industr ial  s t a te  
aa rapidly as  possible, but there are nany obstacles t o  rapid industrializa- 
tion. One of the m s t  serious i s  the lack of capital  equipment. China m s t  
inevitably depend upon foreign sources of capital  equipment during the initial 
stages of industrialization, and most of the possible sources are cut off a t  
present. It i s  a moot point how much the Soviet bloc can, or  i s  willing to, 
provtde. Furthermore, experts who have analyzed China's iridustrial potential 
i n  terns of raw materials generally assert  tha t  only moderate industriali- 
zation is possible under the  best of conditions, China has plenty of coal, 
about 240 bil l ion tons of knom resemres, but i t s  iron resources of about 
1.5 t o  2.0 billion tons are  not impressive. China i s  believed t o  be seriously 
short of o i l ;  known resources, includbig o i l  shale, t o t a l  only s l ight ly  over 
700 a i o n  tons, China has a large hydroelectric potential, but it i s  
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undeveloped. China i s ,  i n  fact ,  i n  every way an undeveloped country i n  
industrial terms, and it is not well-endowed for future industrialization. 
The Chinese Comamists seem determined, however, t o  accomplish what they can 
through organization and sheer wiU power, 

I n  regard t o  the process of industrialization, the fheory of nNew 
Demcracy" asserts that  private enterprise and cooperatives are be tolerated 
for  a considerable period, under "the leadership of s ta te  ent;erpriseOti Actually, 
however, the Chinese Communists have moved ahead so rapidly i n  expanding s t a t e  
enterprises and establishing st a te  controls that  private enterprise has l o s t  
much, i f  not m a t ,  of i t s  independence, A t  the same time, the bourgeoisie has 
been b i t t e r l y  attacked as a p u p  exerting a subversive influence on the regime. 
Under these conditions, l i t t l e  in i t i a t ive  can be expected from private enter- 
prise, and a greater burden must necessarily f a l l  upon the state. This may 
force the Chinese Cornmists t o  socialise the urban economy a t  a pace fas ter  than 
thei r  planning c a l l s  for. 

The social revolution which the Chinese Communists are carrying out 
aims a t  changing the entire pattern of Chinese l i f e  ~ p d  structure of Chinese 
society. The aim i s  a "new culturett. They have f i r s t  concentrated on attack- 
ing and destroying the old, then on building something new, and the changes 
already accomplished, although diff icult  t o  assess accurately, are tremendous. 
The f d y  i s  one of the prime targets of attack, and there i s  no doubt that  
i t s  role Chinese society i s  being slowly undermined. In place of family loyalty 
the Comnnvlists demand loyalty to the Darty and the state. The class structure 
has also been modified considerably by the violent shock treatment of class 
warfare. The landlords have been rrekhinated a s  a classt1 by confiscation of 
thei r  land, The bourgeoisie has been S k r i ~ ~ e d  of much of i t s  rxlwer and 
influence, The modern intelligentsia has been steadily subordinated t o  the 
&ate. The qrestige of the urban ~ m l e t a r i a t  has been elevated, even though 
no substadia1 change has taken d a c e  in the workers' economic status. Nmen 
have emerged, or in some cases been forced, into a new and active social role, 

The Communists, i n  short, are breaking down past relationships and 
associations, and a% hamering out a new proletarianized society. They.am 
also attempting t o  force evergane t o  be politica9ly conscious, to take an 
active part  i n  collective public l i f e ,  and t o  f i t  into a new scheme of social 
organization i n  groups controlled and directed by the Comfmmist Party,  

I n  the ideological f ield,  the Communists are trying t o  root out 
most of the Confucian, Buddhist, Taoist znd other tradit ional  ideas, es w e l l  
as  modern l i be ra l  ideas irnported from the West, end are trying t o  substitute 
the i r  omn ideas, values, and mral i ty ,  stressing loyalty to the ~omruunia 
Party, the dogmas of Ydsn-Leninisn, ~nc l  the "thought of Mao Tse-h.ngn. 
Although it i s  particularly hard to  judge the permanency of their acconrpUsh- 
ments i n  t h i s  field, they are carrying out one cjf the most energetic and 
ambitious programs of mass indoctrination, propaganda, and thought control i n  
history, and the effects are alrendy cmsiderable. Some sort of a n a l p  of 
o le  and new ideas may eventually result ,  but the old ideas are nuw in disrepute. 
It i s  difficult t o  judge, however, the axtent t o  zJhich they would reemerge if 
the present fanaticism cools and pressures t o  conform t o  the new standards are 
re laed .  
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From an international point of view, one of the w s t  s i ~ i f i c a n t  re- 

sul ts  of Coxmmist rule in China i s  the emergence of a ne

w 

military-political 
power, host i le  t o  the West and closely aligned with the Soviet bloc. The 
Chinese Conormnists have bui l t  the strongest army i n  Chinese history, with an 
estimated from four $0 f ive million disciplined soldiers, This i s  basically 
an infantry arrpy, but it i s  capable of operating effectively on the mainland 
of Asia, 'China i s  now fighting United Nations forces i n  Korea, occupying Tibet, 
and aiding the Vieh Minh i n  1,do-China without, apparently, seriously depleting 
the troops required for  horns defence and internal  security, TNs army i s  a nem 
and disturbing factor in international. poli t ics ,  everzthou& it obviausly has 
serious material problems and 1imita.tions. 

Not only has China under Communist rule developed a new army, it has 
also gained a new prestige among certain (not all) poups i n  Asia. Many 
nationallatic Asians are more impressed by Cmds l ,  China's strength and 
dynamism that by i t s  to ta l i t a r ian  police-state methods of rule. China also 
exhibit8 a m r e  extroverted world outlook than a t  my time i n  recent history, 
and it frankly proclefms i ts  sense of revolutionary mission i n  Asia. After 
approldroately one hundred years during which the West has tended t o  look upon 
China as a power vacuum, China has now become a d y n d c  factor in international 
affairs,  It has become a weight upse t t ing  the balance of power, a. leader of 
Cormnunist revolution in Asia, a d  a threat t o  the Far Eastern policy airas of 
the United States end other non-Communist world powers, 

This new Chinese Communist regime cannot be ignored, There i s  a 
need t o  study i t s  strength and its weaknesses, i t s  present policies and what 
they hold f o r  the future, i t s  effects upon people in China and i t s  influence 
on Asia. 

The bulk of evidence f i l ter ing *om the n-dnlmd of China indicates 
that,  a f te r  l e s s  than three years of rule, the Chinese Cormmists by the i r  . 
violence and total i tar ian methods have los t  much of the voluntary support of 
ordinary people, other than those actually helping them t o  exercise power. 
The evidence also indicates, however ,' that  despite increasing unpopularity, the  
Chinese Communist regime i s  strong, and has firm control of the country. 

A l l  of these factors must be studied t o  assess the  role of China 
i n  the present international scene 2nd t o  determine sound policies t o  f i t  the 
situation which has been created by the r i s e  t o  power of a strong, to ta l i tar ian ,  
Communist regime in China. 

A *  Do& Barnett 

Hong Kdng 
A w t  23, 1952 




