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SOCIAL OSMOSIS - REFUGEES I N  HONG K O N G  

A. Doak B a r n b t t  

Dur ing  t h e  p a s t  hundred y e a r s  t h e  B r i t i s h  co lony of Hong Kong, a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h e  Soubh China c o a s t ,  has  s e r v e d  a s  a  unique  s a f e t y  v a l v e  f o r  ma in land  
China, P o v e r t y  and d i s a s t e r  i n  o v e r p o p u l a t e d  Sou th  China have caused  a  con- 
s t a n t  f l o w  o f  e m i g r a n t s  t o  Hong Kong, i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h o  co lony  
a t h o u s a n d f o l d  in a hundred y e a r s  and t r a n s f o r m i n g  i t  from a  Chinese f i s h i n g  
v i l l a g e  of 1 ,500 p e r s o n s  i n  1 8 4 1  i n t o  an  E u r a s i a n  t r a d e  m e t r o p o l i s  w i t h  a 
p o p u l a t i o n  of a  m i l l i o n  and a  h a l f  i n  1941. 

D e s p i t e  t h i s  phenomenal long- te rm growth, t h o  s t r eam of  e m i g r a n t s  has  
n o t  a l l  been  one way, There h a s  beon a  l a r g e  ebb and f l o w  caused  by t h e  human 
t i d e s  s e t  i n  motion by  p o l i t i c a l  upheava l s  within China. The T ' a i p t i n g  
R e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  185018, t h e  Boxer U p r i s i n g  i n  1900, and J a p a n e s e  a g g r e s s i o n  
a g a i n s t  China i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  were major  h igh- wate r  marks i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  I n  
1931, f o r  exawple,  Hong Kong had a  p o p u l a t i o n  of r o u g h l y  850,000. During t h e  
n e x t  t en  y e a r s  of Japanese  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  China,  i t  i n c r e a s e d  t o  o v e r  
l , G O O , O O O o  J apanese  conques t  of Hong Kong i n  1 9 4 1  r e v e r s e d  t h e  f low,  and by 
1921'5 tho p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  co lony  was reduced t o  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  500,000. Then, 
i n  t h e  immediate  pos twar  p e r i o d  i t  q u i c k l y  r eached ,  and by 1947 s l i g h t l y  
exceeded,  t h e  1 9 4 1  f i g u r e .  

If V- J  Day had been f o l l o w e d  by peace  i n  China, Hong Kongts p o p u l a t i o n  
might  have been s t a b i l i z e d ,  b u t  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  C i v i l  war, and t h e  
Communists( r i s e  t o  power, r e s u l t e d  i n  a new f l o o d  o f  e m i g r a n t s  from China. 
A s  t h e  c i v i l  war r eached  its peak,  and t h e  Communists s t e a d i l y  won c o n t r o l  of  
China,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of Hong Kong s w e l l e d  u n t i l  by t h e  s p r i n g  of  1950 i t  was 
e s t i m a t e d  t o  be a lmos t  two and a h a l f  m i l l i o n .  Even a f t e r  t h e  f i g h t i n g  s t o p p e d  
on t h e  main land ,  o n l y  a few of  Hong Kongts  r e f u g e e s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  homes. 
The m a j o r i t y  s t a y e d  on, and new t r a v e l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on b o t h  s i d e s  of the b o r d e r  
soon ~ d u c e d  t h e  f l o w  e i t h e r  way t o  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  t r i c k l e .  

A t  p r e s e n t  Hong Kong h a s  a p o p u l a t i o n  of  c o n s i d e r a b l y  o v e r  two m i l l i o n ,  
and a t  l e a s t  a h a l f - m i l l i o n  of  t h e s e  a r e  r e f u g e e s  who have no p l a c e  t o  go, 
For  t h e  moment a t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  a r e  s t r a n d e d  ItWhite Chinese,! '  i n  e x i l e  from 
t h e i r  coun t ry  . 

A l a o s t  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  k i n d  of p e r s o n  i s  i n c l u d e d  among t h e s e  r e f u g e e s .  
There a r e  b i g  bus inessmen,  merchan t s ,  shopkeeper s ,  fo rmer  o f f i c i a l s ,  ex-  
N a t i o n a l i s t  s o l d i e r s ,  f a c t o r y  workers ,  and d a n c e- h a l l  g i r l s ,  Thore a r e  a l s o  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and p o l i t i c i a n s ;  some have t r i e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  a "New F o r c e u  i n  
Hong Kong ( s e e  ADB-1952-7 arid ~ ~ ~ - 1 9 5 2 - 8 ) ,  b u t  t h e y  have had  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  
t o  d a t e ,  Many of t h e  r e f u g e e s  a r e  from Nor th  and C e n t r a l  China; t h e y  speak 
d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t s  f rom t h e  predominant  Cantonese,  and i n s t e a d  of b l e n d i n g  
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e y  have mixed l i k e  o i l  i n  w a t e r ,  

The s i t u a t i o n  which t h i s  i n f l u x  of r e f u g e e s  h a s  c r e a t e d  i s  b r i e f l y  
summarized i n  t h e  f l a t  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o s e  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  annua l  r e p o r t  made by 



t h e  Hong Kong P o l i c e  Commissioner ,  l tThe h i g h e s t  d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  
p e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  human d e n s i t y  p e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  wor ld  i n  t h e  
u r b a n  a r e a ,  no r e d u c t i o n  and a n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  some 
300,000 s q u a t t e r s  on t h e  h i l l s i d e s ,  some 45 ,000  hawkers ,  s t r i c t  C h i n e s e  
i m m i g r a t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  and a r o o t e d  a v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e t u r n  o f  
t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s p l a c e d  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e s  i n  China ,  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
economic  s i t u a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y ,  t o  some e x t e n t '  by t r a d e  c o n t r o l $ ,  and  c r e a t i o n  
of smugg l ing  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  evade  t h e s e  c o n t r o l s ,  p o l i t i c a l  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  i n c i d e n L s  t h r o u g h  l a b o r  o r g a n s  and  a ' c o l d  wa r t  o f  n e r v e s  
f r o m  China  woven i n t o  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  opposed  i d e o l o g i e s  and  t h e  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  p r o d u c e d  a  s t a g e  whero a v a s t  amount o f  
p r e v e n t a t i v e  work had  t o  be  done a s  much i n  t h e  backg round  as p o s s i b l e ,  w h i l e  
t h e  b r e a d  and  b u t t e r  work of  c r i m e  p r e v e n t i o n  r e a c h e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n t e n s i t y  
y e t  a c h i e v e d , "  

The s i t u a t i o n  i n  Hong Kong i s  one  which  i f  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  most  W e s t e r n  
c o u n t r i e s  would c o n s t i t u t e  a  m a j o r  c r i s i s ,  One would e x p e c t  d i s o r d e r  and 
c o n f u s i o n ,  b r e a d l i n e s  and soup  k i t c h e n s ,  and  l a r g e - s c a l e  r e l i e f  c a r r i e d  o u t  
by government  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  b i g  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  as t h e  Red C r o s s ,  

But  t h i s  h a s  n o t  been  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  Hong Kong d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  Hong Kong h a s  a b s o r b e d  t h e  g r e a t  i n f l u x  o f  r e f u g e e s  
t h r o u g h  a  p r o c e s s  which  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  s o c i a l  o s m o s i s ,  A s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
f a m i l i e s  o r  s m a l l  g r o u p s  t h e  r e f u g e e s  have  p e r m e a t e d  t h e  C h i n e s e  community 
i n  Hong Kong a n d  have  been  m a i n t a i n e d  by i t ,  The p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
C h i n e s e  p r a c t i c e s  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b a s e d  upon f a m i l y  and r e g i o n a l  t i e s  h a s  
made t h i s  p o s s i b l e ,  Ac ros s  t h e  b o r d e r  f rom Hong Kong, i n  a r e a s  u n d e r  C h i n e s e  
Communist c o n t r o l ,  e x t e n d e d  k i n s h i p  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  
a r e  u n d e r  s e v e r e  a t t a c k  as outmoded l l f e u d a l "  v e s t i g e s  o f  a d e c a d e n t  s o c i e t y ,  
The c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  Hong Kong, however ,  have  made no e f f o r t  t o  u n d e r-  
mine t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and  t h e  l o c a l  C h i n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  v e n e e r  
o f  W e s t e r n i z a t i o n ,  h a s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  r e f u g e e  prob lem i n  much t h e  same way 
t h a t  C h i n e s e  g r o u p s  have  r e p e a t e d l y  done i n  t h e  p a s t .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  r e f u g e e  i n f l u x  h a s  c a u s e d  a minimum o f  d i s o r d e r  i n  
Hong Kons. Some c r e d i t  mus t  go t o  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  B r i t i s h  law e n f o r c e m e n ~ t  
a g e n c i e s ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  r e f u g e e s  have  
n o t  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  r o o t l e s s ,  Many r e f u g e e s  have  s u f f e r e d  f rom extreme. 
p o v e r t y ,  b u t  t h e r e  h a s  been  v i r t u a l l y  no  s t a r v a t i o n ,  T h i s  h a s  n o t  been due 
p r i m a r i l y  t o  government  a c t i o n  o r  p u b l i c  r e l i e f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  t h e s e  h a v e  
b e e n  on a  v e r y  s m a l l  s c a l e ,  The b a s i c  r e l i e f  and s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  n e e d s  of 
t h e  r e f u g e e s  h a v e  been met b y  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  mos t  
i m p o r t a n t  o f  which  have  b e e n  t h e  f a n i l y  and  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

The economic  o b l i g a t i o n s  of  f a n i l y  t i e s ,  and  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  o f  
f r i e n d s h i p ,  a r e  s o  g r e a t  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  China,  t h a t  mos t  W e s t e r n e r s  would f i n d  
them a n  i n t o l e r a b l e  bu rden ,  b u t  t h e y  have b e e n  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  r e f u g e e s  now i h  Hong Kong, The r e f u g e e s  have  r e l i e d  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  
upon a s s i s t a n c e  f rom t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  and  f r i e n d s ,  One of  t h e  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  
C h i n e s e  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  i n  Hong Kong r e c e n t l y  s a i d  t o  me t h a t  i t  would be  
a l m o s t  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  f o r  a  p e r s o n  on t h e  China  m a i n l a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  coming t o  
Hong Kong a s  a r e f u g e e  u n l e s s  h e  had r e l a t i v e s  o r  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  h e r e ,  and  



among t h e  r e f u g e e s  who have  come a  g r o u p  o f  f o r m e r  N a t i o n a l i s t  s o l d i e r s  i s  
p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  s i z e a b l e  g r o u p  l a c k i n g  such  t i e s .  

P e r h a p s  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h i n e s e  f a n i l y  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  d i s a s t e r  
o r  economic c r i s i s  can b e s t  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a  s p e c i f i c  c a s e .  R e c e n t l y ,  I 
a s k e d  a c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  of  mine,  whom , I  s h a l l  c a l l  L iu ,  t o  t o l l  me how 
t h e  r e f u g e e  p rob l em i n  Hong Kong a f f e c t s  him and  h i s  r e l a t i v e s .  What he  t o l d  
me i s  v e r y  r e v e a l i n g .  L iu ,  who i s  a  r e f u g e e  f rom S h a n g h a i ,  i s  a W e s t e r n i z e d ,  
m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man. He i s  more f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  mos t  r e f u g e e s ,  
s i n c e  he h a s  a f u l l - t i m e  j o b  w i t h  a  s a l a r y  t h a t  i s  good b y  l o c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  
L i u ' s  immed ia t e  f a m i l y  and h o u s e h o l d  c o n s i s t  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  two c h i l d r e n ,  
s i s t e r - i n - l a w  and mo the r ,  b u t  t h e  demands upon h i s  income a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  
t o  t h i s  i n n e r  c i r c l e  (which  i s  a l r e a d y  more i n c l u s i v e  t h a n  an a v e r a g e  American 
would l i k e ) ,  One of  L i u ' s  b r o t h e r s ,  who h a s  a w i f e  and two c h i l d r e n ,  i s  a l s o  
a r e f u g e e  i n  Hong Kong and  h a s  been u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  even  p a r t - t i m e  employment.  
T h i s  b y o t h e r  l i v e s  s e p a r a t e l y  f rom L iu ,  b u t  once  a  month he  v i s i t s  L i u l s  o f f i c e  
and p i c k s  up a f i n a n c i a l  handout  which i s  enough t o  k e e p  h i s  f a m i l y  go ing .  
L i u  a l s o  ' h a s  two widowed s i s t e r s  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  Communists i n  Shamghai,  and 
h e  r e m i t s  a s m a l l  mon th ly  a l l o w a n c e  t o  them,  T h e s e  a r e  r e g u l a r  denza.ncls and  
t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by s p e c i a l  o n e s .  L a s t  week, f o r  example ,  
a  S h a n g h a i  f r i e n d  of L i u ' s  came i n t o  Hong Kong i l l e g a l l y  b y  j u n k  f rom Macao; 
h e  d i d n ' t  have enough money t o  pay  o f f  h i s  s m u g g l e r s ,  and  L i u  h a d  t o  h e l p  
him o u t ,  "Did  you feel .  o b l i g a t e d  t o  do t h i s ? f l  I a s k e d  him. 1lOf c o u r s e , "  
he  saic1,tIbecause once  he  h e l p e d  me o u t  when I was i n  t r o u b l e , ' ?  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  t h e r e  have  been  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s ,  some f a i r l y  r e m o t e ,  vho 
have  a s k e d  him f o r  h e l p .  "Do you a l w a y s  g i v e  them money i f  t h e y  a s k ?"  I i n -  
q u i r e d ,  L i u  a n s w e r e d , - " i f  a n y - r e l a t i v e  appiiaa.ches y o u , - y o u  must  g i v e  
him s o l e t h i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t ime .  It would l o o k  v e r y  bad  i f  you d i d n ' t .  A f t e r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  however,  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  i s n ' t  s o  s t r o n g . "  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a i d  a l r e a d y  men t ioned ,  L i u  i s  c u r r e n t l y  g i v i n g  a  
s m a l l  mon th ly  s t i p e n d  t o  a n o t h e r  r e l a t i v e  -- t h e  husband  of  one  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  
s i s t e r s  -- and t h i s  r e l a t i v e ' s  c a s e  i s  one  which  involves's whole  web of 
f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and r e v e a l s  an i n t r i c a t e  s y s t e m  of  p r i v a t e  r e l i e f .  The 
r e l a t i v e  i n v o l v e d  i s  c h i e f  a c c o u n t a n t  i n  a  l a r g e  company which  i s  r u n  by a 
man I s h q l l  c a l l  Wang, who i s  a  f i r s t  c o u s i n  o f  L i u ' s  on h i s  m o t h e r ' s  s i d e ;  
t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t a n t  i s  f o r c e d  t o  a s k  L i u  f o r  h e l p  i s  t h a t  Wangls 
company i s  a l m o s t  b a n k r u p t ,  p a r t l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  demands o f  h i s  many 
r e l a t i v e s  f o r  s u p p o r t ,  and  h a s  been f o r c e d  t o  r e d u c e  most  s a l a r i e s  t o  a. 
t o k e n  payment,  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d ,  

L i u l s  c o u s i n  Wang i s  a good example  of  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
r i c h  man i n  a  c a l a m i t o u s  s i t u a t i o n  where  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  conve rge  t o  
r e q u e s t  r e l i e f  h a n d o u t s .  I n  e f f e c t ,  Wangts  company i n  Hong Kong became a, 
f a m i l y  r e l i e f  agency  soon  a f t e r  t h e  Communists t o o k  Shangha i .  A h o r d e  o f  
r e l a t i v e s  d e s c e n d e d  on Vang, and  h e  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  them by g i v i n g  them 
j o b s  i n s t e a d  o f  c a s h  h a n d o u t s ,  F i n a l l y  a l m o s t  h i s  e n t i r e  s t a f f ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  a b o u t  80 p e o p l e ,  was made up o f  r e l a t i v e s ,  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  
o f  t h e  company d i d  n o t  improve  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  h i r i n g  b a s e d  on f a m i l y  t i e s  
i n s t e a d  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  e f f e c t ,  combined w i t h  a  s t e a d y  
d e c l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s  clue t o  s h r i n k i n g  m a r k e t s  and  g rowing  t r a d e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  
d r o v e  Wang's company t o  n e a r  b a n k r u p t c y .  S i n c e  h i s  employees  were  m o s t l y  
r e l a t i v e s ,  however,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  s i m p l y  f i r e  them; i n s t e a d  h e  r e d u c e d  t h e i r  
s a l a r i e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e y  a r e  now r e a l l y  no more t h a n  t o k e n  r e l i e f  
paymen t s ,  The company 's  b u s i n e s s  had  b e e n  a l m o s t  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l  f o r  a y e a r ,  
b u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  p a y r o l l ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e i r  p a y  i s  s o  l o w  
t h a t  t h e y  must  f i n d  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  income e l s e w h e r e ,  L i u ' s  w i f e ' s  b r o t h e r - i n- l a w  



does  t h i s  by g e t t i n g  a  month ly  d o n a t i o n  from him a s  w e l l  a s  from Wang, 

Wangls company p a y r o l l  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  d r a i n  which r e l a t i v e s  make upon 
h i s  r e s o u r c e s .  As r i c h  man ( d e s p i t e  t h e  s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  o f  h i s  f o r t u n e ) ,  
he n o t  o n l y  s u p p o r t s  a l a r g e  household. of c l o s e  r e l a t i v e s  ( o n e  concubine i s  
i n c l u d e d )  and l o y a l  s e r v a n t s ,  b u t  he a l s o  hqs  a  s t e a d y  s t r eam of  s i n g l e  r e -  
q u e s t s  f o r  a i d  from remote r e l a t i v e s ,  f e l l o w  p r o v i n c i a l s ,  f r i e n d s ,  and m i s -  
c e l l a n e o u s  followers and hangers- on.  I n  Shanghai ,  Wane was an i n f l u e n t i a l  
man w i t h  a  l a r g e  number of p e r s o n a l  f o l l o ~ ~ e r s  o r  f l d i s c i p l e s n  ( t t u  t i ) ,  
These f l d i s c i p l e s f l  were an economic a s s e t  i n  Shanghai ,  b u t  many a r e  now i n -  
d i g e n t  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong and c o n s t i t u t e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d r a i n  upon h i s  
r e s o u r c e s .  Liu  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  Wang may have c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  one way o r  
a n o t h e r  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  a s  many a s  1 5 0  such  r e f u g e e  f o l l o w e r s ,  

The network of f a m i l y  t i c s  and p r i v a t e  r e l i e f  t o  which Liu  b e l o n g s  
i n c l u d e s  numerous p e r s o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  mentioned.  Liu,  f o r  
example, h a s  a n o t h e r  c l o s e  r e l a t i v e  who owns a  f a c t o r y  i n  Hong Kong and 
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  many r e f u g e e  r e l a t i v e s  i n  a  way comparable  t o  
Wangl s ,  T h i s  man h a s  an even  l a r g e r  l i s t  of  immed.iate f a m i l y  members dependent  
upon him; he s u p p o r t s  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  unemployed b r o t h e r s  and f i r s t  c o u s i n s , ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  Another of L i u l s  r e l a t i v e s  --  h i s  f i r s t  
w i f e ' s  c o u s i n  -- l i v e s  i n  a r e f u g e e  community c a l l e d  Diamond H i l l  and s u p p o r t s  
f i v e  f a r n i 1 i . e ~ .  One of L i u l s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and fo rmer  schoo lma tes  ( s c h o o l  
t i e s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o o ,  a l t h o u g h  l e s s  so  t h a n  f a n l i l y  r e l a t i o n s )  heads  a  
f a i r l y  l a r g e  merchand i s ing  company i n  Hong Kong, and L i u  s a y s  t h a t  he employs 
abou t  40 r e f u g e e  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  a s  p a r t - t i m e  sa lesmen,  

It would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e  how many umemployed o r  p a r t i a l l y  . 
employed r e f u g e e  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  wel l- to- do members 
o f  t h i s  one web of r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b u t  t h e  number i s  obvious1.y l a r g e .  The 
a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e n  i s  i n  t h e  form b o t h  of  c a s h  handou t s  and j o b s ,  and o f t e n  
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  draw a c l e a r  l i n e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  t h e  two, The r e s u l t  i s  
t h a t  a  l a r g e  number o f  p e r s o n s  who i n  o t h e r  t y p e s  of s o c i e t i e s  would p r o b a b l y  
become p u b l i c  c h a r g e s  a r e  abso rbed  i n t o  t h e  community w i t h  a  minimum of s t r a i n  
v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e r .  Another  r e s u l t ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  a  g r a d u a l  economic 
1 e v e l L i n g  p r o c e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  group a s  t h e  p o o r  f e e d  o f f  t h e  wea l thy ,  and 
t h e  w e a l t h y  g e t  p o o r e r .  It i s  n o t  a  p r o c e s s  which can  c o n t i n u e  i n d e f i n i t e l y )  
u n l e s s  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  found  f o r  t h e  dependent  members of t h e  group 
t o  e a r n  a  l i v i n g ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  g roup  w i l l  s t e a d i l y  be e x h a u s t e d ,  

The e x i s t e n c e  of widesp read  f a m i l y  r e l i e f  of  t h e  s o r t  I have d e s c r i b e d  
does  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong a r e  l a z y ,  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  show a  t remendous amount of e n e r g y  and i n g e n u i t y  i n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  
some way of o b t a i n i n g  a t  l e a s t  a meagre income, The 200,000 t o  300,000 
s q u a t t e r s  l i v i n g  i n  d r e a r y  shanty- town s e t t l e m e n t s  s p r e a d  on t h e  h i . l l s i d e s  
a round Hong Kong a r e  a  l i v i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Chinese  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  means t o  
s u r v i v e ,  They have b u i l t  t h e i r  own s h e l t e r ,  m i s e r a b l e  a s  i t  is ,  and t h e y  
have found ways of k e e p i n g  a l i v e ,  Thousands come i n t o  t h e  c i t y  and work a s  
c o o l i e  l a b o r e r s ,  More t h o u s a n d s  t r y  t o  make an i r r e g u l a r  l i v i n g  by becoming 
s t r e e t  hawkers,  O t h e r s  have t a k e n  up h a n d i c r a f t s  and work f o r  s h o p s  o r  
f a c t o r i e s  on a c o n t r a c t  sys tem;  t h e y  a r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  p r o c e s s  
them i n  t h e i r  h u t s ,  and a r e  p a i d  on a  p i e c e - r a t e  b a s i s .  In Hong Kong today  
fo rmer  county  m a g i s t r a t e s  and c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r s  s i t  i n  t h e i r  dim h o v e l s  and 
do embroidery  -- work which i s  u s u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  womenfolk i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  



of  China, But t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  enough work t o  go around,  and t h e  
s a v i n g s  which r e f u g e e s  wer'e a b l e  t o  b r i n g  o u t  w i t h  them have s l o w l y  been  
exhaus ted ,  A s  a r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  hundreds  of t h o u s a n d s  of unemployed 
o r  underemployed p e r s o n s ,  and t h e s e  peop le  f a l l  back upon t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s ,  
i f  t h e y  have any. 

F o r  t h o s e  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong who have e x h a u s t e d  t h e i r  s a v i n g s ,  a r e  
u n a b l e  t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g ,  and canno t  f i n d  r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  t o  h e l p  them, 
t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  Chinese  s o c i e t y ,  t o  which t h e y  
can o f t e n  t u r n .  namely t h e  c l a n  o r  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n  Honrr Kona t h e  two 
most  i m p o r t a n t - t y p e s  a r e  t h e  t t u n g  h s i a n g  h u i  o r  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t ~ o n s  
( l i t e r a l l y :   association of p e o p l e  from t h e  same  countryside^^) and t h e  
s h i h  t s u n g  c h t i n  h u i  o r  c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ( l i t e r a l l y : f l a s s o c i a t i o n  of  r e l a t i v e s  
from t h e  c l a n u ) ,  The main f u n c t i o n  of  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f  
f o r  p e o p l e  from a  c e r t a i n  a r e a  o r  b e a r i n g  a  c e r t a i n  name. A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  
a r e  33 p r o v i n c i a l  o r  h s i e n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and 12 c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of t h i s  
s o r t  i n  Hong Kong, 

R e t u r n i n g  once more t o  t h e  c a s e  of M r .  L iu ,  i f  t h e  wheel  of f o r t u n e  
t u r n e d  and he became d e s t i t u t e ,  and was unab le  t o  o b t a i n  a s s i s t a n c e  from a  
r e l a t i v e ,  he cou ld  t u r n  t o  t h e  c l a n  of p e r s o n s  b e a r i n g  h i s  name, o r  t o  t h e  
Kiangsu-Chekiang F r o v i n c i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of Hong Kong, and r e c e i v e  some a i d  -- 
even though he h a s  n e v e r  bean a  f o r m a l  member o f  e i t h e r  of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
The f a c t  t h a t  he i s  a  L i u  and t h a t  he i s  from Shanghai ,  Kiangsu, i s  enough 
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  f e e l  some s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  toward 
him, ( A c t u a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no IILiu" c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Hong Kong b u t  t h e r e  i s  
an a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c l a n  of f lL iu ' sw  r e a l  name,) 

The Kiangsu-Chekiang P r o v i n c i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  one of  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  of t h i s  s o r t  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  Hong Kong, because  app ' roximately 
200,000 r e f u g e e s  from t h e  Shanghai  a r e a  poured i n t o  Hong Kong when t h e  Com- 
m u n i s t s  took  o v e r  main land  China, and t h e s e  peop le  a r e  a  l o n g  way from home, 

This  week I v i s i t e d  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  and a l s o  h a d . a  l o n g  
t a l k ,  between t h e  c o u r s e s  of  a  Shanghai  l u n c h ,  w i t h  i t s  chairman,  and l e a r n e d  
something  of i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  

The Kiangsu-Chekiang A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Hong Kong was o r g a n i z e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  war,  i n  1942, when r e f u g e e s  from C e n t r a l  China f i r s t  came t o  Hong Kong 
i n  s i z e a b l e  numbers, I t s  p r i m a r y  aim was, and i s ,  t o  a i d  r e f u g e e s  from t h e  
two p r o v i n c e s  frbm which i t  draws i t s  membership. T h i s  was n o t  such  a  l a r g e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  a s s o c i a t i c m t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  i n  
1948-49 t h e  t a s k  sudden ly  expanded, and t o d a y  i t  i s  s t i l l  growing,  

The p r e s e n t  membership of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  approq ima te ly  
8,000 men, a lmos t  a l l  o f  whom a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  businessmen.  Not everyone  
from Kiangsu o r  Chekiang can j o i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  even i f  he  wants  f o ;  
p r o s p e c t i v e  members must be  i n  a  sound f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  and must be  recom- 
mended by  p e r s o n s  who a r e  a l r e a d y  members, Members must a l s o  be p r e p a r e d  t o  
c o n t r i b u t e  toward t h e  r e l i e f  and p h i l a n t h r o p i c  p r o j e c t s  which c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  Annual membership f e e s ,  a s  such ,  
a r e  nominal  ( H ~ $ 1 0 0  f o r  b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and e i t h e r  HK$LO o r  H K $ ~  
f o r  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  of i n d i v i d u a l s ;  H K $ ~  i s  r o u g h l y  U S # O , ~ ~ ) ,  b u t  members 



a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  make d o n a t l i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  pay .  The l e a d i n g  
members of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  head  up  t eams  w h i c h  s o l i c i t  
d o n a t i o n s  d u r i n ~  s p e c i a l  f i n a n c i a l  d r i v e s ,  a b o u t  once  a  y e a r ,  These  d r i v e s  
a r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a f f a i r s ,  and t h e  t e ams  which  b r i n g  i n  t h e  mos t  money a r e  
g i v e n  s i l k  b a n n e r s  and g lowing  t r i b u t e s  a t  t h e  windup d i n n e r s  which end t h e  
campaigns, 

One of t h e  p r i m a r y  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  j o i n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  
p r e s t i ~ e .  Membership i s  a s i g n  b o t h  of  f i n a n c i a l  s u c c e s s  and o f  v i r t u e  and  
i s  a  s u r e  r o a d  t o  p rominence ,  a t  l e a s t  among t h e  S h a n g h a i  community,  The 
g o a l  of t h e  a m b i t i o u s  members i s  t o  become one of  t h e  45 o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  whose plzo t o g r a p h s  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  yea rbook .  

~ 3 - t h o u ~ I - 1  o r d i n n ~ y  members a r e  n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  do much more t h a n  make 
c o n l r i b u t i o n s ,  and p e r h a p s  a l t s n d  t h e  a n n u a l  d i n n e r  m e o t i n g  when o f f i c e r s  a r e  
e l e c t e d  ( s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  a t t e n d ) ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r s  mee t  e v e r y  two weeks 
Lo s u p e r v i s e  d i a b u r s o m e n t  of  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  f u n d s ,  and  t h e  demands on t h e i r  
t ime  as  w e l l  as  t h ~ i r  p o c k e t b o o k s  can b e  f a i r l y  heavy ,  The p r e s e n t  cha i rm 'm,  
Mr. Hsu C h i - l i a n g ,  i s  a w e a l t h y  Hone Kong i n d u s t r i a l i s t ,  f r o m  t h e  Chekiang 
c i t y  of  Ningpo, who now d e v o t e s  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  h i s  t i m e  t o  p r i v a b e  r e l i e f  
a c t i v i t i e s  among Kiangsu  and  Chekiang  r e f u g e e s ,  

Mr, Hsu e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  amonz t h e  200,000 o r  more K i a n g s u - C h e k i a n ~  
r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong, t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  15,000 ( a l m o s t  a l l  e x - s o l d i e r s )  who have  
a b s o l u t e l y  no r e l a t i v e s  o r  f r i e n d s  t o  h e l p  them, and  mos t  of  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ( s  
r e q u c s  t s  f o r  a i d  come f rom t h i s  g roup .  R e q u e s t s  may come t h r o u g h  members o f  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o u ,  b u t  many a r e  made d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n l s  main  o f f i c e ,  
which  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h o  c e n t e r  o f  downtown Hong Kong. A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  o f f i c e  
g e t s  a b o u t  t e n  r e q u e s t s  a  day ,  f rom p e o p l e  who a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t i t u t e .  
T h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  o n l y  two q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  a i d :  a  p e r s o n  ]nust  b e  
a  n a t i v e  of K iangsu  o r  Chekiang,  and  he  mus t  b e  d e s t i t u t e .  If t h e  s t a f f  a t  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  o f f i c e  i s  s a t i s f i e d  on t h e s e  g rounds ,  i t  c a n  g i v e  a s m a l l  
amount o f  c a s h  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  making a  r e q u e s t .  T h i s  i s  a  p r o c e d u r e  
which  would d i s h e a r t e n  a  modern s o c i a l  worker ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  i t  
keeps  many p e r s o n s  f rom s i n k i n g  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  s t r e e t  b e g g i n g  
( o f  which  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n  Hong Kong) and s t a r v a t i o n .  

Most o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  r e l i e f  f u n d s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h i s  way, 
t h r o u g h  s m a l l  c a s h  h a n d o u l s ,  b u t  i n  s p e c i a l  c a s e s  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  f i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  g i v e n ,  and  o f t e n  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e r v e s  a s  an i n f o r m a l  employ- 
ment c o n t a c t  o f f i c e .  T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0  f a c t o r i e s  i n  Hong Kong 
owned o r  o p e r a t e d  by Shangha i  p e o p l e ,  and  mos t  of t h e s e  g i v e  p r e f e r e n c e  
i n  h i r i n g  employees  t o  p e r s o n s  f rom t h e  Kiangsu-Chekiang  r e g i o n ,  One o f  Mr. 
H s u f s  own f a c t o r i e s  i s  a  good example  of  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  It  i s  a f a c t o r y  
which employs  a b o u t  800 p e o p l e ,  When t h e  f l o o d  of  C e n t r a l  China  r e f u g e e s  
f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Hong Kong, a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  emp loyees  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  were  
p a r s o n s  who were  g i v e n  j o b s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  r e f u g e e s  f rom Kiangsu  and  
Chekiang ,  It was a re1 . ie f  o p e r a t i o n  d i s g u i s e d  as employment,  b e c a u s e  o n l y  
50 o r  s o  o u t  o f  LOO were  c o m p e t e n t  t o  h o l d  t h e i r  j o b s ,  S i n c e  1949 ,  Mr. Hsu 
h a s  h e l p e d  most  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  f i n d  new j o b s ,  l o c a t e  r e l a t i v e s ,  o r  move t o  
Taiwan; t h e  r s m a i n d e r  he  f i r e d ,  and  o n l y  t h e  5 0  compe ten t  o n e s  r e m a i n  on t h e  
j o b  i n  t h e  f a c t o r y  t o d a y .  

Dur ing  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  t,he a l m o s t  i n v i s i b l e  p r o c e s s  o f  a b s o r p t i o n  



and s u p p o r t  o f  Hong Kongls  r e f u g e e  p o p u l a t i o n  of o v e r  a  h a l f - m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  
has c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  I a c k  of  publ.d.city and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  g iven  t o  
t h e  problem, There  h a s  been no dr'arnatic' c r i s i s ,  because  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n -  
s t i t u t i o n s  of Chinese s o c i e t y  have been a b l e  t o  abso rb  most a f  t h e  shock 
of  t h e  r e f u g e e  i n f + l u x ,  

I 

There a r e  r e a s o n s  t o  b e l i e v e ,  Xowever, t h a t  Hong Kongls  r e f u g e e  problem 
may become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e r i o u s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a l t h o u ~ h  t h i s  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
happen suddenly .  One r eason  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  economic r e s e r v e s  o f  t h e  
Chinase  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Hong Kong a r e  wear ing  down t h r o u g h  a  p r o c e s s  of  a t t r i t i o n ,  
Smal l  s a v i n c s  have s l o w l y  been exhaus ted ,  and l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  w e a l t h  
have shrunk.  A huge u n p r o d u c t i v e  group canno t  be s u p p o r t e d  i n d e f i n i t e l y  by 
t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  and f e l l o w  p r o v i n c i a l s .  

The Chinese a r e  f o n d  o f  aphor isms,  and one now c u r r e n t  i n  Hong Kong 
sums up t h e  r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  f o l l o w s ,  "Three t y p e s  of r e f u g e e s  came from 
main land  China t o  Hong Kong. F i r s t  came t h e  r i c h ,  t h e n  t h e  p e r s o n s  who c o u l d  
s u p p o r t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and f i n a l l y  t h e  d e s t i t u t e .  The d e s t i t u t e  f e d  o f f  t h e  
s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  and t h e  r i c h .  G r a d u a l l y  the  s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  have become 
d e s t i t u t e ,  and soon t h e r e  w i l l  be  no more r i c h . "  Although d u ~ i n g  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r  t h e r e  have been some i n d i > c a t i o n s  t h a t  a  few of t h e  s q u a t t e r s  i n  Hone Kong 
have improved t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  s t e a d y  proc,ess 
of  a t k r i t i o n  s t i l l  goes  on, r e d u c i n g  t h e  t o t a l  economic r e s e r v e s  of  t h e  Chinese 
community. 

Fur the rmore ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  p r o s p e c t  of  any r a p i d  growth i n  Hong Kong's 
economic a c t i v i t y  i n  t h o  immediate  f u t u r e .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  on t r a d e  w i t h  Communist 
China, t h e  r e o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  C h i n a ' s  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  away from t h e  West, and ' 

t h e  r e v i v a l  of Japanese  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  Asia  make i t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Hong Kong 
can  hope t o  i n c r e a s e  t r a d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  p r o v i d e  
new employment f o r  many of t h e  r e f u g e e s .  

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  IIong ICongls r e f u g e e  problems have u s u a l l y  s o l v e d  them- 
s e l v e s ,  i n  t ime ;  r e f u g e e s  from d i s o r d e r e d  a r e a s  have r e t u r n e d  home a f t e r  t h e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  of  o r d e r ,  Now, however, t h e  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong show no i n -  
c l i n a t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Communist- ruled main land ,  Some p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  
Hong Kong Government s t i l l  hope t h e  r e f u g e e s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e ,  and t h e y  
a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  i n i t i a t e  any program of a i d  based  upon t h e  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  
t h e  r e f u g e e s  a r e  a  permanent  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  colony,  b u t  t h e  Commissioner of 
P o l i c e  was p r o b a b l y  more r e a l i s t i c  when he s a i d  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t v t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
which r e g a r d e d  i t s e l f  a s  r e f u g e e  and t r p s i e n t  i s  now p u t t i n g  down roots , l l  

The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  e m i g r a t i o n  of  t h e  Chinese  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong 
t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  F a r  E a s t  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d ,  Formosa i s  a l r e a d y  
overcrowded,  and t h o  N a t i o n a l i s t  Government 1s t i g h t  s e c u r i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  
r e s t r i c t  movement i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n ,  Most c o u n t r i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia which 
might  s e r v e  a s  e m i g r a t i o n  o u t l e t s  r e s e n t  t h s  a l r e a d y  l a r g e  Overseas,  Chinese  
communit ies  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  and show no d e s i r e  t o  a c c e p t  more Chinese r e s i d e n t s .  

There i s  no " s o l u t i o n t t  i n  s i g h t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  Hone Kong's r e f u g e e  
problem, and t h e  need f o r  i n c r e a s e d  government a i d ,  b o t h  l o c a l  and i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l ,  and f o r  g r e a t e r  f o r e i g n  r e l i e f  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  
But government and r e l i e f  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  neve r  b e  c a l l e d  upon t o  do t h e  whole 
job ,  be  cause  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Chinese  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which s u r v i v e  i n  
Hong Kong w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  make a  l a r g e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  meet ing  t h e  problem. 



These i n s t i t u t i o n s  g i v e  t h e  Chinese  community a  r e s i l i e n c y  i n  t i m e s  o f  
d i s a s t e r  which n o t  o n l y  c o n t r a s t s  w i t h  most Western  s o c i e t i e s  b u t  which a l s o  
may be s lowly  d i s a p p e a r i n g  on t h e  China ma in land ,  where t h e  Communists a r e  
d o i n g  t h e i r  b e a t  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a l l  s o c i a l  
problems i n t o  t h e  hands  of  t h e  P a r t y  and S t a t e  and a r e  s t e a d i l y  undermining 
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such  as t h e  ex tended  f a m i l y  and r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i -  
a t i o n s ,  

69 B Robinson Road, 
Hong Kong, 




