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It is spring inJapan, The cherry trees are in bl oom
and their pink and white petals are scattered on the hillsides
inatral followng the warmweat her fromWst to East,

Soring is atine of change,

Tenpl es_t hroughout Japan are filled with mlling crowds
of people, while in the parks uninhibited young nen, drunk with
t he breath of spring and hot sake(rice wne), stagger through
i ndul gent crowds, cel ebrating the change of “seasons.

| N Tokyo, businessnen, civil servants and professors
specul at e about the possible downfall of the Liberal (conservative)
Yoshi da Cabinet. Sensational cases of corruption, arrests of D et
nmenbers, and corrRI ex political nmachinations have created a w de-
spread teeling that a change is inevitable - althoughit nay only
result in another Liberal Governnent, or a new conservative
groupi ng of parties. Even the atnosphere i n Japan is suspected
of change, and at fishing ports scientists with Geiger counters
are warily testing the boats, the fishermen and thefish. Radi o-
active msts fromthe recent H bonb expl osion contamnated a few
Japanese fishernmen in md-Pacific, and the enotional contam nation
has spread through the general atnosphere i n Japan. The Gei ger
counters of public opinion showa rise in synptons of pacifism
defeati smand resentnent against the US in the country which
carries the scars of Hroshima and Nagasaki .

_ It is sprln% and a tine of change in Japanin a very
basic sense, After the winter of war and mlitary occupation,
Japan is still undergoing the process of national rebirth. It is
groping, trying to solve new political, economc and soci al

probl ens, sear chi nglthf or a newnational aim adjusting to a new
“Dr]ld situation. e groping i s full of uncertainties and

conf usi on.

(ne of the nost dramatic synbol s of the change which
has taken place i n Japan's | nternational 5)03|t| on during the past
fifteenyears is the altered relation of Japan and China.

| n 1939 Japan was the col ossus of the East, and China
was the helyless victimof its aggression. Fornosa and Korea were
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Japanese col oni es, Manchuria was a puppet, North Chi na was under
firmJayanese control, and nmuch of the rest of China was occupi ed
by Japan's armes, Japan nonopolized the China narket and re-
garded the Chi nese condescendi ngIY as a cultured but inept people
V\hIO could only benefit fromthe bl essings of Japanese col oni al

rul e,

_ | n 1954 Communi st Chi na, backed by the Sovi et Union,

Is the colossus of the East, with armes occupyi ng North Korea

and mlitary aid flowng to Vietminh armes i n | ndo-China, Japan,
by contrast, is a mlitary vacuum stripped of its enpire, de-
mlitarized, dependent upon U.,S. economc aid and mlitary support.

How have the Japanese reacted to this new situation,
and what do they nowfeel about relations wth China?

_ _ Chi na, whi ch Japan formerly al nost conquered, toda
di sdai ns to si gn a peace reatY with Japan and is able, inits
turn, to be condescending - alternately wooi ng the Japanese
Peop] e and attacking the Japanese (overnnent, China, whi ch was
ornmerly weak and divided, a natural field for Japanese
colonialism is nowunited, mlitarized and strong; as a partner
of Russia it constitutes a geopolitician's nightmare, China
whi ch was once Japan's nai n narket and source of raw naterials,
isnowvirtually elimnated fromJapan's foreign trade, How
have such radi cal changes affected Japanese thinki ng?

These were sone of the question marks in ny mnd during
the two short weeks which | have just spent in Japan, They are
still question marks; in two weeks | was able to talk with only
a fewpeople. But fromselected persons | did receive i npressions
of what at |east a few Japanese are thinking and feeling about
Japan's relation to its continental nejghbor 1n 1954. The
persons wth whom! tal ked i ncluded a | €eadi ng conservative D et
menber who headed an unofficial Japanese m sSion to China | ast
year, a well-known | eft-wng professor who is a prolific witer,
afornmer civil servant who 1's political I?/ I ndependent but has
served under the Yoshida Cabinet, a mddle-of-the-road correspond-
ent Who i s the China expert for alarge Japanese news agency,
the research head sf an economc institute in Tokyo, and
executives of one of the | argest steel companies i n Japan(as
well as Anerican correspondents and political analysts in the U.S.
_Embassy%. The views of these peopl e cannot be accepted as
Infall1ble baroneters of current ﬁubl I C opinionin Japan on _
Japanese- Chi nese rel ations, but they undoubtedly are representative
of inportant segnents of articul ate public opinionin Japan,

_ Favor abl e Qoi ni Wm%ni%jm_ng_ Cespite
di fferences of opinion on China whic I scover ed armn? t he
Pe_opl el net inJapan, | was struck several general trends of
hi nki ng consi derably out of |ine wth present-day uU.s. ﬁol I cy
toward China, which were shared by almost everyone, whet her
EIaPEt(_jW ng industrialist or left-wng intellectual, wth whoml
ed.
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(ne question | asked everyone was, "What do ¥ou t hi nk
of the present Communist reginme i n China, and what do 1he
majority of ordinary Japanese think about iten

The replies varied in details, but through themall ran
an undercurrent,not of hostili ;[(y and fear of the néew Communist
power faci n? Japan across the Yel | ow sea,but rather of qualified
admration for the _stren%t h, discipline, energy and sense of
pur pose characteri zi ng the Chi nese Communist regine.

o M conversation with the D et nenber who headed a
mssion to China | ast year throws sone |ight on the type of

| nf| uence whi ch has created such an attitude. This manis a
nmenber of one of the c_onservatlve”Bartl es i n the Japanese D et;
the m ssi on he headed included nenpers of all major parties but
was predomnantly conservative, Invited to China to pronote
trade relations, the mssion spent over a nonth i n Peki ng and
then, after its return to Japan, issued a report which was
clearly favorabl e to the Chi nese Communist regi e,

"Communist China is quite different fromthe Sovi et
Union," this nan said to ne, "It is avoiding the extremsmof
the early days of the Russian revolution," el abor at ed by
citi \r/:% several exanpl es of Chinese Communist policies, ina
way whi ch showed that he had forned nunerous judgiments on
Communi st China on the basis of a fiewfacts, nany hal f-truths
consi derabl e i gnorance and fuzzy thinking. He was consi derably
| npressed by China's |and reformand | abélled it ™more noderatée
t han MacArthur's |and reformin J’aﬁan"(l) ; he underpl ayed t he
rol e of violence and struggle i n the land redistribution process,
and he knew not hi ng of recent (hi nese noves toward col | ecti vi za-
tion. He spoke admri nﬂl y of Communist China's "nationalities
policy" whi ch "proves their desire to cooperate with, rather than
to domnate, other people"; he sho ed no conprehension of the
el enent of strong central control of mnor[t¥ %r1_oups I nherent i n
this policy. HS net inpression of Communis I na was one of a
country "whose ultimate aimi s similar to the Russianst but which
isusing very different, more noderate nethods to achieve the
aim," and he i s obvious|ly propagating a viewof China whichis
favorable to the Communist regine INits mainoutlines. He
advocat es the establishment of "friendly relationsm" between Japan
and Communi st China as soon as possi bl e,

_ The activities of pro-Peking conservative party members
of this sort have been one i nportant influence on Japanese public
opi nion, but an even nore extensive influence has been that of
left-wing intellectuals.

The Communists and their active fellowtravellersin
Japan are, of course, unreserved in their praise of Communist
China, Such controversy as exists among themdoes not concern
whet her or not a Communist regine in Chinais a good thing from
Japan's viewpoi nt (this |s accepted w thout question); it centers
onrecondite doctrinal questions such as whether or Not Communist
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Chi na can si nul taneousl| y Eursu_e a P_ol i cy of "New Democratic"
class coalition and enbark onits tirst"F ve Year H an.

The Communist Party, however, is not a major force in
Japan at present. But intellectual Marxismis nore inportant.
Everyone | talked with asserted that academc and intell ectual
groups i n Japan are predomnantly Mrxist, and that for both
I'deol ogi cal and cul tural reasans these groups for the nost part
admire the Communist regine in China - or at least mnimzeits
faults and any possi bl e threat to Japan.

_ Intellectual s i n Japan do not seemto have the prestige
and influence in political lite which their counterparts i n Chiha
have had in recent decades, and | was told that many of them
abandon their Marxi smwhen they are absorbed i nto busi ness or
public life, but there is no doubt that they play an inportant

role in the. process. oF sha.F_inﬁ public opinionin Japan. Their
views on Chinha are influential.

_ ne such intellectual in aleading Tokyo university
said to ne, "almost all Japanese, even conservatives, who have
visited Communist China are greatly inpressed by the noral e, energy
and efforts at reconstruction which they have seen, especiaily in
conpari son to past conditions in China.” Naturally our genera
attitude is favorable to Communist China" He went on fo say,
"There i S a long history of relations and cultural affinity
between China and Japan. It is true that a few years ago we
tended to | ook down on the Chinese, but nowthereis a feeling
of friendly equality. n

The organs of public opinion in Japan at present appear
for the nost parf to reflect attitudes of this sort, vaguely
favorabl e to Communi st Chi na. Many Jagane_se publ i cations are
energetically trying to create a favorabl e i nage of Communist
China. Qhers, nore objective, present two sides of the picture,
but favorabl e reports tend to outwei gh unfavorabl e ones. Actjvely
anti - Communi st publ i cations and reports unfavorabl e to the (hi nese
Cormunists are In the mnority.

Pacifism Neutralismand Defeatism Anot her questi on
asked al nost everyone I net I n Japan was, "Do you think that
he rise to power of a strong Communist regine i n China creates

I

t

a threat to Japan, and,if so,what sort of policies shoul d Japan
followto neet the situation?"

The answers to this question which | received from
Japanese were a real surprise to ne. In viewof Japan's recent
history | expected the replies to reflect thinki n? ased upon the
geogg_aphl cal and mlitary realities of the present bal ance of power
I'n Asia. Instead they reveal ed strong currents of pacifism
neutrali smand defeatism

_ _Warsin Korea and Indo-China have not gal vani zed Japanese
intorealization of a possible threat to a weak Japan froma strong
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Communi st China = if the people wth whom| talked are any in-

di cation of general public opinion, | sensed only a feeling of
hel pl essness, used to justify opini ons whi ch nost™ Aneri cans woul d
call wshful thinking.

A Japanese ne\/\slpape_r nan, who has studied Russia and.
knows Communi st China well, said to ne, "China and Russia, despite
their character, woul d not attack Japan rrnI!ta_r|I¥ unl ess a third
world war started. If a world war starts wthin the next fewyears,
It doesn't nake any difference what Japan doesg it wll be desiroyed.
It is best, therefore, to work for peace and agai nst war, in every
possi bl e way, even at the expense of defense. How can Japan be.
defended i n"an age of atomc weapons? The only arns buil dup whi ch
nakes any sense, therefore, is the mninumforce required to

Puarant ee Japan's internal security - solong as this doesntt

ower the present |iving standard.m

His viewwas' ref|lected by nost of the other persons
I met., "™Japan cannot possibly build up enough mlitary strength
for real defense," one man said to ne, nEven if a potential
Ithr eat from Communist Chi na does exist, therefore, Japan can do

Ittle about it. The only policy we can followis one of keeping
apart fromboth world bl ocs and using our influence to encourage
worl d peace and disarmament,"

The left-wng intellectual said, "There i S no threat
to Japan nowfromeither China or Russia. But there is a danger
that Anerican policies desi gned to prevent a war mght actual 'y
start one. |f this happened Japan woul d undoubtedly be i nvaded;
the U,s, woul d probably not be able to protect us. ~Qur best
course is to avoid commtnents to either sideinthe world
struggl e and hope for the best.m

_ ly one nan | talked wth expressed a different view

He sai d, "Japan nust abandon the idea neutrality, line up
wWth the Vst and rearmfor defense.m® Be added, however, mat

resent there is al nost no sense of threat anong Japanese from

he Sno-Soviet alliance. This is partly due to our unwl_lln%—
ness to face' facts, partly to our innate opti msmand bel i ef That
the future wll take care of itself, and partly to the fact that
we are now protected by the U,s, and are confident that the U,s,
won't | et uS down. However, despite our reluctance to face un
pl easant facts, Japanese history shows that when the chips are
down we can nake rapi d adaptations and can take the action which
IS Inou best interests." He was the only real optimst |
talked wth i n Japan.

_ ~The present Yoshida Governnent is, of course, clearly
aligned wth the u,s,, and thereis little doubt, despite the
opinions | have quoted, that Japanwill remainallied to the U S
and that a certain anount of defensive rearnmanent wll take pl ace.
(It has already started.) The Governnent of Japan, and for that
nmatter the Japanese nation, is still so dependent upon the US,
economcally, politically and mlitarily, that any significant
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arting of the ways i s inconceivablein the foreseeabl e future,

t there is no guarantee that Japan will be an enthusiastic
supporter of U.s, policiesinthe Far East or a "pbulwark of the
free world in asia." The very dependence which ties Japanto the
U.S. nay result in|ess-than-whol enearted support of all American
policies on the part of those who desire nore Japanese i ndependence.
And the tol erance of many Japanese toward Communi st China, the
| ack of any w despread sense of immnent threat, and undercurrents
of pacifismand neutralismin the "cold war® coul d mean that
Japan's partnershipwth the US in any line-up agai nst Com
?Hm sm ?n the continent of Asia may turn out to be passive rather

an acti ve,

_ Lure of China Trade. The najority of the persons whom
| net in Japan are in favor of eventual establishnment of diplomatic
rel ati ons between Japan and Communi st China, but not one - not
even the left-w ng Professor = thinks that this is a practical
policy in the near Tuture. The question of trade relations wth
Chinais a different matter, however. Mst of the persons | net
criticized the scope of current restrictions on trade w th China,
and several advocated attenpts nowto revive that trade. (~e-
strictions i nposed on the hina trade by the present Japanese
Governnent are | ess conplete than those of the uU,s, but are nore
extensi ve than those of any other country except Canada.) Even
t hose who viewed the possibilities of a revival of the China trade
Wi th pessimsmseened to feel that "Japan nust expand foreign
trade everywhere, i n every possible way."

~ It _is understandabl e, i f one considers Japan's past
trade with China and its present economc position, that nany
Japanese think about China trade with nostalgia. Like Geat .
Britain, Japanis a country which nust trade to |live and consi ders
all trade inportant.

Before World Vér II, Japan's enpire was its nmain export
nmar ket and source of rawnaterials, and continental China was the
nost inportant single area for Japan's foreign trade. |n 1935-37,
for example, 425 per cent of Japan's exports and 32.7 of Japan's
| mports were W th China(including Mnchuria and Formosa) and
Korea. Continental China al one was responsibl e for about one-fifth
of Japants total inport-export trade. (Part of this trade was
due to "abnormal®™ mlitary expenditures and investnent in
Manchuria, but the ™"normal" China im orts and exports were
essential to Japan's prewar econony.? In 1935 Japan obt ai ned
almost 70 per cent of its inported coal, 30 per cent of its
imported iron and roughly 40 per cent of its inported salt from
¢hrna, and China was a | arge buyer of Japanese textiles and. ot her
consuner goods. Japan's industrial econony and China' s agricul -
tural econony were conpl enentary.

Rght after World Vlr 11 Japan- China trade dropped to
alnost nothing. Then it rose slowy until the establishment of
a Communi St regime i N China and trade restrictions following the
Korean Wr again reduced it to a negligible figure. Last year
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Japan's exports to Communi st China were Usg4.5 mllionand its

i mports roughly Usg30 mllion, a small percentage of J_af)a_n's t ot al
exports and i nports whi ch amounted to rog%_hl y Us$1.3 billion and
Usg2.4 billion respectively. 1Ian short, Cnina, which fornerly was
Japan's nost |rTBortant export nmarket and a source of vital raw
materials, has been alnost elimnated fromJapants foreign trade.

_ ~Thi s severance of continental trade has been one factor
contributing to the baffli n(f:; econom c P_ro_bl emof survival which
now faces Japan. At present Japanis [iving on the US taxpayer,
and if_ U,s, support were suddenly w thdrawn, Japan woul d under go
a crisis of nmaj or dinensions.

_ Japant's basic problemcan be clearly seen in the over-
all figures for its international bal ance of paynents during the
ast year. In rough figures, Japan | ast year spent U.S.§$2.4
illion for inportS and services fromabroad, and nost of these
were essential to Japan's econony. Wth an expanded ﬁopul ation
(roughly 85 mllion) and a snaller area than before the war,
Japan must nowinport one-fifth to one-quarter of its foodgrain
needs; food now accounts for al nost one-quarter of the val ue of
the country's total inports. Wth an industrial economy, Japan
nust i nport the 7n%1 ority of its industrial rawnaterials, in-
cl udi ng roughl y per cent of its coking coal, about 80 per cent
of itsironore and salt, alnost 90 per cent of its aol, and 100
er cent of its cotton, wool, rubber, phosphates, nickel, bauxite,
in, and so on. Evenwth extrene austerity, it i s doubtful that
current i nports coul d be reduced even as mich as 10 per cent, if
i ndustrial production is maintained at present |evels.

Qn the other side of the Ficture, Japan's exports | ast
ear anounted to roughly Us$1.3 billion - only slightly over one-
al f of what was needed to pay for her inports, . e i nport-export
gap was possi bl e because the uU,s,, in effect, picked up the bill
or the difference, Anerican "special procurenment” and mlitary
expendi tures i n Japan provided US$800 mllion i n forei gn exchange,
and Japan al so used up Us$300 nillionin forelgn exchange reserves accu-
mul ated during the Korean Vr fromUu.S. aid and spendi ng.

The Japanese realize that this situationis abnormal
and may not continue indefinitely. Aready U,S, economc support
is gradual ly being cut down, and at | ast yearts rate of depletion
Japan's forei gn exchange reserves wll be exhausted in tw to
three years.

This is the general economc context in which Japanese
survey all foreign trade possibilities.  Japan nust rapid_1¥f _
expand exports to survive. The problemis an extrenely difficult
one, however, because for numerous reasons (high |abor and nateri al
costs, old equ\lAﬁ_rrent i nefficient managenent, artificial govern-
nment supports whi ch have del ayed rationalization of indus rK, etc.)
nmany of Japan's export cormodities are NOw SO high-priced that
they cannot conpete effectively inforeign narkets. During the
past year, in fact, sone key Japanese exports have actual |y
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declined instead of increased. (For exanple, steel exports in
1952-53 dropped from16 mlliontons to ,8 mllion tons).

~Thereis no doubt, even taking an optimstic view that
Japan wi || have to make sone difficult Internal adjustnents
(rationalization of industry to reduce costs nay invol ve con-
si derabl e tenporary unemployment, W th consequent social and
political risks) and will have to search aﬂgr essively for narkets
abroad before it can even begin to sol ve the economc probl em
confronting it.

It is not surprising, therefore(par ticularly in view
of the apparent |ack of active hostility toward, or fear of
Communist (hina), that Japanese viewtrade with Chinain a
manner quite different fromnost Anericans.

A present there are significant pressures on the Japan-
ese Government from busi ness grouPs I n Japan to relax restrictions
on China trade. The nost vocal of these groups are the Gsaka
manuf acturers of textiles and other |ight consumer goods, who are
having a difficult tine finding export narkets, who remnmenber
their hu?e prewar narkets i n China, and who apparently are
reluctant to recogni ze the fundamental changes whi ch nave taken

| ace both within China and in the world at |arge during the past
ew years.

None of the Japanese whom/| personal IY net agreed wth
the Gsaka businessmen's optimsm They all fell that even un-
restricted trade with China woul d not approach prewar di nensions,
and several of themdi scussed the problens and risks of trading
with Coomunist China. But, with only one exception, all of them
said that Japsn shoul d devel op the China trade to what ever

extent nay prove possi bl e,

_ Perhaps the nost realistic appraisal of the possibili-
ties of trade wth China which | heard cane froma Japanese
newsrman who speci ali zes on (hina probl ens.  "There is a lot of
pressure i n Japan for trade with Ching," this man said, "and the
nost inportant is fromthe Gsaka textile People who are |OSIn?
markets 1N Sout heast Asia due to high costs and who, because they
are contributors to Yoshida's Liberal Farty, have considerable
political influence. The |eaders in Japan's heavy industries
were once quite optimstic, but now they are | ess so, mainly
because the Chinese Communists are chargi ng such hlgﬁ rices for
meterials such as coal that Japanese busi nessnen have turned
el sewhere. The Chi nese Cormunists! pclicy seens to be to set.
their prices on the basis of Jepan's domestic prices and the in-
ternational | evel, rather than on their own costs. A So the
Chinese are nowtrying to trade entirely on a barter basis, and
they do not have much to give which Japan wants. For exanELe,
they nowneed their iron ore for industrial devel opnent i n China.
The” prospect for merkets in China is not good either. The
Chinese Communists are not;i'nterested in buying consuner goods
in large quantities (Osaka busi nessnen are conpletely unrealistic
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intheir thinking), end this will be increasingly true as textile
and similer industries develop in China. Even nmarkets for heavy

I ndustrial products wll undoubtedy be |imted, FTesen} (hi nese
Communi st pol i cy seens to be to buy | arge newindustrial instal-
lations exclusively fromthe Soviet bloc. Much of the present

I ndustrial nachinery in China is Japanese, but the Communi sts seem
to be tusing it up' slowly rather than buying a | ot of replecement
parts. Recent Japanese trade mssions to China, for example,

di scovered textil e manufacturers in Shanghai who wsnted New parts
fEPn1Jﬁ}an but_me‘e f or bi dden b¥ t he vaerpnent to buy theH] Pr ob-
abl'y the principal future merket In China for Japanese goods
therefore, will be for individual itens of certafn industriai
goods which China has difficulty getting el sewhere. These w ||
I'ncl ude machi ne tools, electrical apparatus, railway rolling stock
and vehicles.

This man estinmated that if restrictions were |lifted,
Japan's exports to China(which would be bal anced by barter
inports) mght rise to about UsS$100 million. (This conpares to
Anerican estimates of roughly Usgso mllion,) Interns of Japan' s
overal | economc problemthis is not alarge figure and certainly
woul d not "solve® Japan's problem. But it is a figure which a
country desperate for all export nmarkets finds difricult to ignore.
The man | have quot ed ended his remarks by saying, "Japan cannot
avoid trading with China. Japan nust try to trade everywhere."

Executives of one of the | argest steel conpanies in

Japan expressed simlar views to ne. eg said, in effect, "The
China narket will not be what it used to be, but we cannot ignore
it.m Before the Korean var, Chi na was taklnﬂ about 25 per cent
of Japan's exports of steel Froducts,and_alt ough the Fercentage
of the current |evel of steel exports which China mght buy woul d
be smaller,even if China trade reopened, it nmght be of sone im
portance to an industry which nowtaces a decline in meny of its
mar ket s due t o Japanese hi gh costs. Japan's steel makers think
that Chins. mght buy certain high-grade tyﬁes of steel, as well
as rolling stock and nachine tools. Put they do not count

heavily on any China trade. "If restrictions were lifted," |
was told, "China mght be a big narket for Japanese industria
oods for one or two years, buf then the market woul d probably
ecline. And contracts wth the Chi nese Governnent are rishy;
they can chenge their nmnds, and we have no recourse.," The
Japanese steel industry has tried, therefore, to shift al nost
entirely anay fromChina, Formerly,it bought much of its coking
coal fromQinas Kailan mines,and iron from Tayen, Now it finds
that it can buy coal fromplaces such as India and the U,s,, and
iron fromthe Philippines, Milaya, India, etc,, at prices com
parabl e to Chinese prices, if the quality of the coal and iron

is considered, Markets are being slowy devel oped i n South
America and Europe. But the Japanese would like to sell steel
to the Chi nese Communi sts, nonet hel ess.

.. Qily one of the men | talked with in Japan expressed .
opposition to trade with China. "Japan's problem™ this man said,
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nis to spread and diversify exports and to develop markets al |
over the world. V¢ can and should get along without depending
on China trade. Actuallal,_ Japan should be extremely wary of
trade with China., The Chinese, Wo are not dependent upon trade
to the extent we are, can manipulate prices and terms in such a
way as to exert stron% pressures on Japan." However, this view,
he admitted, is one shared by more Americans than Japanese.

The question of trade with China to date has not
blossomed into a eritical political issue in Japan, because it
I s generally realized that Japan i s so dependent economically on
the U.g, that it must accept and follow Washington's China trade
policy., Even the most ardent Japanese supporters of trade with
China realize that Japan would be the loser if i1t exchanged China
trade for U.s. aid. ut the China trade issue I's one which mey
become increasingly controversial in Japan, and it i S an issue
on which there is likely to be more and more criticism of the
U.8,, on the part of nany Japanese conservative businessmen as
well as Communists and left-wingers.

Reluctsnce To Face Facts. There i s an atmosphere of

unreality about s rin? in Japan. The cherry blossoms and sake
blot out the harsher tacts of life.

In the spring of 1954 there is also an aura of unreality
about Japanfe outlook on the world. U.s, F?rotectlon and aid seem
to have delayed a realistic appraisal on the part of many Japanese
of the problems which their nation mov faces. Some Japanese seem
reluctant to know the truth, and others are unwilling to accept
the consequences. )

The spread of Communism on the Asian mainland confronts
Japan with a Sino-Russian alliance clearly hostile to the existing
Japanese political, economic and social system, but few Ja%)anes_e
appear to be conscious of a possible threat. The growth of Chinese
Conmunist military power radically alters the balance of power in
the Far East, and Japan now finds itself powerless (except for
U.s. supportf in aworld still dominated by power politics, but
many Japanese seem willing to trust the nation's future to faith
and hope (or continued U,S, support). Economic cold war between
East and Wes has undercut the prewar basis for Large-scale _
cormerce between Japan and China, this plus numerous other econonic
difficulties present Japan with a critical problem of restoring
and reorienting its foreign trade, but the steps required to ac-
complish this are not easy and the Japanese Government Seems to
ficd it less difficult to procrastinate than to face facts and act.

In many respects Japan seems to be suffesing from spring

fever. But eventually cherry blossoms fade, and s _ke produces a
hangover. And unpleasant facts of life are more difficult to

ignore or evade in the heat of summer.





