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It i s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  g i v e  some i d e a  o f  what  Hong 
Kong i s ,  s imply  by l i s t i n g , i t s  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  C l e a r l y ,  i t  is: 

, ( I )  A B r i t i s h  Crown Colony, c o n s i s t i n g  of 
Hong Kong I s l a n d ,  Kowloon P e n i n s u l a ,  and t h e  
New T e r r i t o r i e s ,  compr i s ing  391 s q u a r e  m i l e s ,  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  c o a s t  of  South  China, between 
22  d e g r e e s  9 m i n u t e s  and 2 2  d e g r e e s  35 min- 
u t e s  North Lat i tude- - and 1 1 3  d e g r e e s  50 min- 
u t e s  and 114 d e g r e e s  30 m i n u t e s  E a s t  Longi-  
t u d e ,  80 m i l e s  from Canton; 
(2,) A ma jo r  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r ,  gateway t o  
South  C h i n a , , e n t r e p S t  f o r  F a r  E a s t e r n  commerce, 
t h r o u g h  whicii commodit ies  wor th  HK86.6 b i l -  
l i o n- - o r  w e l l  over  US$1 b i l l i o n- - w e r e  chan-  
n e l e d  l a s t  y e a r ;  
( 3 )  An i m p o r t a n t  r e f u g e e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  popu- 

BRITISH L I O N  l a t i o n  o f  which a l m o s t  doubled  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
HK-Shanghai Bank t h e  Communist t a k e- o v e r  of main land  China  and 

which now t o t a l s  more thantwo m i l l i o n .  

But f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  a r e  c o l d  i m -  
p e r s o n a l  t h i n g s  which r e v e a l  l i t t l e  abou t  t h e  
p u l s a t i n g  l i f e  o f  t h e  p l ace .  Who a r e  t h e  
p e o p l e  packed t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  mass of human- 
i t y  on t h e  " t r ams ,"  i n  t h e  f e r r i e s ,  and on 
t h e  s t r e e t s ?  Do t h e y  l i v e  i n  s q u a t t e r s t  
h u t s ,  Wanchai slums, Kowloon suburbs ,  o r  h i g h  
on The Peak? Are t h e y  Cantonese  o r  Nor the rn  
Chinese,  B r i t i s h e r s ,  o r  Europeans? What do 
t h e y  t h i n k  o r  f e e l  a s  t h e y  p a s s  t h e  b r o n z e  
B r i t i s h  l i o n  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  Hong Kong- 
Shanghai  Bank and t h e  s t o n e  Chinese  l i o n  on 
t h e  Communistst Bank of  China? Where have COMMUNIST LIONS 
t h e y  come from and where a r e  t h e y  going? Bank o f  China  
"Who i s  Hong Kong?" 
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An answer  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  would t a k e  a book, b e c a u s e  
Hong Kong i s  an i n c r e d i b l y  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  m i x t u r e  o f  p e o p l e .  T h i s  
l e t t e r  d e s c r i b e s  b r i e f l y ,  from "An t o  " Z n ,  t w e n t y - s i x  p e r s o n s  
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n y .  It may g i v e  some i d e a  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  
t h e  human e l e m e n t  i n  Hong Kong, b u t  i t  c a n  do no more t h a n  t h a t .  
There  would have  t o  b e  o v e r  two m i l l i o n  i n d i v i d u a l  s t o r i e s  t o  
answer ,  "Who i s  Hong K ~ n g ? ~  

Bank o 
CENTRAL H O N G  KONG 

f  C h i n a  ( l e f t )  a n d  Hong Kong-Shanghai Ban ~ k  ( r i g h t )  

"A" -- I met " A n  l a s t  December. He was s t a n d i n g  i n  a 
l i n e  o f  r e f u g e e s  w a i t i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  r a t i o n  o f  b o i l e d  r i c e .  
The re  were  p e r h a p s  20,000 o t h e r s  l i k e  him crowded i n t o  t h e  w i r e -  
e n c l o s e d  compound which  h a d  been  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a n  emergency  r e -  
l i e f  c e n t e r  b y  t h e  Hong Kong S o c i a l  W e l f a r e  Depar tment ,  Each o f  
t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  was a  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  C h r i s t m a s - n i g h t  
f i r e  which  g u t t e d  f o r t y - f i v e  a c r e s  o f  r e f u g e e  s q u a t t e r s '  s h a c k s  
and l e f t  more t h a n  53,000 p e r s o n s  homeless .  

I h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  nAfl  b e f o r e ;  u n d o u b t e d l y  I w i l l  n e v e r  
s e e  him a g a i n ,  b u t  I w o n ' t  f o r g e t  him. Somehow, i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  
t r a g e d y  and  c h a o s ,  he  managed t o  s m i l e  when I came up and  s t a r t e d  
t a l k i n g  w i t h  him. It was a wea ry  and s a d  s m i l e ,  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  
i t  was l i k e  a  bloom i n  t h e  d e s e r t .  

D i s a s t e r  h a s  become a l m o s t  a way o f  l i f e  f o r  n A . n  
F i v e  y e a r s  ago  he  was a h i g h- s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  i n  
Kwangsi P r o v i n c e ,  J u s t  b e f o r e  C h i n e s e  Communist a r m i e s  a r r i v e d ,  
however,  he  made t h e  momentous d e c i s i o n  t o  f l e e  t o  Hong Kong. 
L i k e  h u n d r e d s  of  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r  r e f u g e e s ,  he  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  
was g i v e n  s a n c t u a r y  b u t  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  b a r e l y  make e n d s  meet. 
L i v i n g  i n  a one-room s h a c k  i n  t h e  Shek Kip Mei a r e a  d e v a s t a t e d  
by t h e  f i r e ,  h e  t r i e d  t o  s u p p o r t  two s c h o o l- a g e  c h i l d r e n  b y  mak- 
i n g  s h i r t s  on a  s ewing  machine  r e n t e d  f rom a l o c a l  t e x t i l e  f a c -  
t o r y .  Then, l a s t  C h r i s t m a s  n i g h t ,  h i g h  w i n d s  s p r e a d  t h e  f i r e  s o  
r a p i d l y  t h a t  ltA'stt h u t  was d e s t r o y e d  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  s a l v a g e  t h e  



sewing machine o r  any  b e l o n g i n g s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c l o t h e s  on h i s  
back,  H e  was d e s t i t u t e .  

I have no i d e a  where W A N  i s  now, o r  what  he  i s  doing ,  
H,e may have been  a l l o t t e d  one o f  t h e  c o n c r e t e- b l o c k  houses  b u i l t  
by t h e  Government f o r  t h e  f i r e  v i c t i m s ,  O r  he  may have moved t o  
some o t h e r  s q u a t t e r s 1  a r e a .  

There  a r e  o v e r  300,000 p e r s o n s  such  a s  "An  i n  Hong Kong 
s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s q u a t t e r s 1  s h a c k s  which have mushroomed i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  on h i l l s  and i n  v a l l e y s  a l l  around t h e  c o l o n y l s  main 
p o p u l a t e d \ c e n t e r s ,  Large  numbers a r e  r e f u g e e s  from t h e  mainland.  
O t h e r s  a r e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  who have oozed o u t  i n t o  s q u a t t e r s 1  a r e a s  
a s  t h e  huge i n f l u x  o f  r e f u g e e s  from China f i l l e d  up t h e  crowded 
slums. They make t h e i r  l i v i n g  by t h e i r  w i t s  and t h e i r  muscles .  
Some do manual l a b o r .  Many work i n  t h e i r  h u t s  a t  h a n d i c r a f t s  o r  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  

Housing t h e s e  peop le  h a s  become one o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  
l o c a l  problems i n  Hong Kong. So f a r  35,000 of t h e  Shep Kip Mei 
v i c t i m s  have been r e h o u s e d  i n  q u i c k l y - b u i l t  c e n t e r s .  I n  t h e  
meantime, however, a n o t h e r  major  s q u a t t e r s 1  f i r e  h a s  r e n d e r e d  
25,000 more p e o p l e  homeless .  There  a r e  s t i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o v e r  
40,000 p e r s o n s  w i t h o u t  homes, and t h o u s a n d s  more who c o n t i n u e  t o  
l i v e  i n  s h a c k s  l a c k i n g  s a n i t a t i o n  and a l l  o t h e r  a m e n i t i e s .  

nB* -- The o n l y  man I know i n  Hong Kong who g e n u i n e l y  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of o l d - s t y l e  a b s o l u t e  monarchy i s  nB,N 
a  European jewel  merchant  and one- time o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  C z a r t  s own, 
c a v a l r y .  To t tB ,n  Sun Yat- sen committed unpardonab le  l s s e - m a j e s t e  
when h e  l e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  which o v e r t h r e w  t h e  Mahchu I m p e r i a l  
Throne, and i n  h i s  o p i n i o n  China h a s  been  on t h e  wrong t r a c k  e v e r  
s ince .  

"Bfl f i n d s  t h e  a tmosphere  o f  Hong Kong f a i r l y  c o n g e n i a l ,  
however, The c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m a i n t a i n s  an o r d e r l y  and 
we l l- run  c i t y .  Law i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  t h e  t ime- honored  B r i t i s h  
t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t  because  Hong Kong i s  s t i l l  a  Crown Colony t h e r e  
i s  n o t  much " democra t i c  nonsense" such  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b o d i e s  
and u n i v e r s a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  The h o t e l  where nB1r l i v e s  i s  l o c a t e d  
c o n v e n i e n t l y  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of  t h e  W e s t e r n i z e d  b u s i n e s s  s e c t i o n  of  
Hong Kong I s l a n d ;  and when "B" g e t s  t i r e d  of  b o i l e d  p o t a t o e s  he 
can  cros ' s  on t h e  f e r r y  t o  Kowloon and e a t  a bowl o f  b o r t s c h  (ex-  
p e r t l y  p r e p a r e d  b y  a  Chinese  cook from   arb in) i n  t h e  company of 
f e l l o w  European 6migrgs from d i s t a n t  p l a c e s .  

"B1r a l s o  l i k e s  Hong Kong because ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  c u r r e n t  
t r a d e  slump, t h e  co lony  i s  s t i l l  one of  t h e  most  s p e c t a c u l a r  
wor ld  c e n t e r s  f o r  t r a d e  i n  l u x u r y  goods -- and diamonds, emer- 
a l d s ,  and t h e  l i k e  a r e  " B 1 s f l  s t o c k  i n  t r a d e .  Most o f  t h e s e  
j e w e l s  come i n t o  Hong Kong because  it i s  a  f r e e  p o r t ,  and t h e y  
e v e n t u a l l y  f i n d  t h e i r  way e l s e w h e r e  th rough  t h e  c h a n n e l s  of 
wor ld  .commerce; t h e r e f o r e ,  Hong Kongls t r a d e  i n  p r e c i o u s  s t o n e s  
i s  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  l o c a l  demand would j u s t i f y ,  T h i s  i s  t r u e  



of  many o t h e r  l u x u r y  goods t o o .  F o r  example ,  l a s t  y e a r  Hong Kong 
i m p o r t e d  a l m o s t  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  w a t c h e s  -- more t h a n  one p e r  c a p i t a .  
T rade  i n  such  l u x u r y  i t e m s  makes p o s s i b l e  a l i f e  o f  c o m f o r t a b l e  
u r b a n i t y  f o r  a s m a l l  c o s m o p o l i t a n  community i n  Hong Kong. 

" C n  -- Most o f  t h e  f l o o d  o f  r e f u g e e s  now i n  Hong Kong 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Communists t o o k  o v e r  main-  
l a n d  China ,  b u t  a  s m a l l e r  f l o w  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  s i n c e  1949.  " C f l  i s  
one o f  a  g roup  of  s t u d e n t s  who e m i g r a t e d  f rom Ch ina  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Communist t a k e- o v e r .  

L i k e  mos t  oi' t h e  s t u d e n t s  who came t o  Hong Kong be-  
tween  1 9 4 9  and 1952 ,  " C N  was p o l i t i c a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  b o t h  t h e  
Communists and t h e  Kuomintang ( ~ a t i o n a l i s t s ) ,  and s h e  s y m p a t h i z e d  
w i t h  t h e  e f f o r t s  b e i n g  made i n  Hong Kong t o  d e v e l o p  a " T h i r d  
Force. '? Very  soon  a f t e r  h e r  a r r i v a l  s h e  became a c t i v e  i n  a  g roup  
which s t a r t e d  p u b l i s h i n g  p o l i t i c a l  t r a c t s ,  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  on 
China ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  magaz ines .  

The g roup  t o  which  " C "  b e l o n g s  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  w r i t i n g  
and  p u b l i s h i n g ;  and  somehow, o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  i t s  mem- 
b e r s  have  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  i d e a l i s m  and e n t h u s i a s m .  But a  l a r g e  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  g r o u p s  which  we re  fo rmed  a b o u t  t h e  
same t i m e  have  succumbed t o  d e s p a i r  o r  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r u p t e d  b y  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  c y n i c a l  p o l ?  t i c a l  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  Hong Kong. The 
dream o f  a  r e a l  T h i r d  Fo rce  h a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  s l o w l y  d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p a s t  two y e a r s .  B i c k e r i n g  be tween  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  g r o u p s  who 
m i g h t  have  c o a l e s c e d  h a s  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  b i t t e r  w i t h  t i m e 3  
and  t h e  g roup  t o  which " C "  b e l o n g s  h a s  been damaged by rumors  -- 
o b v i o u s l y  p l a n t e d  and c a r e f u l l y  c u l t i v a t e d  -- t h a t  i t  i s  a  s i n i s -  
t e r  t o o l  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  Amer icans  o r ,  i n  some s u b t l e  way, o f  t h e  
C h i n e s e  Communists. The c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  h a s  n o t  
d i m i n i s h e d  t h e i r  e f f e c t s .  

Through t h e  r e c e n t  l e a n  y e a r s  o f  d e c l i n i n g  hope,  n C n  
and  h e r  c o l l e a g u e s  have  managed t o  keep  up t h e i r  s p i r i t s  and 
t h e i r  b e l i e f  t h a t  a  C h i n e s e  d e m o c r a t i c  movement c a n  grow i n  t i m e .  

A l l  o f  l 1 C l  sll f a m i l y  a r e  $till on t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  China ,  
s o  s h e  l i v e s  i n  Hong Kong w i t h  a  young c o u p l e  who a r e  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s .  .She d o e s  n o t  have  much t i m e  f o r  t h e  f r i v o l o u s  d i v e r s i o n s  
o f  l o c a l  Hong Kong g i r l s  o f  h e r  age,  and  d e s n i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
s h e  i s  e x t r e m e l y  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  f e m i n i n e  s h e  d e v o t e s  mos t  of  h e r  
t i m e  t o  work. Her  p r i n c i p a l  d i v e r s i o n  i s  w r i t i n g  p o e t r y ,  s e v e r a l  
vo lumes  o f  which have  been p u b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

"D" -- "D" i s  a young B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r  who l i v e s  w i t h  
h i s  b r i d e  i n  a s m a l l  Kowloon c o t t a g e  which m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  
t r a n s p l a n t e d  f rom a  London subu rb .  He i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  de-  
f e n s e  f o r c e  i n  Hong Kong, which f a r  ou tnumbers  a l l  f o r e i g n  



ttTHE CONTRASTS OF W E A L T H  AND POVERTY 

A R E  P E C U L I A R L Y  VISIBLE TO THE NAKED EYEw 

"A one-room shackm 

"Large.. . .mansionn 

"Squat ters '  s h a c k s . .  .have 
mushroomed...on h i l l s  

and i n  v a l l e y s n  

"Westernized b u s i n e s s  s e c t i o n "  



c i v i l i a n s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  The B r i t i s h  have  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  would f i g h t  t o  d e f e n d  Hong Kong, i f  i t  i s  a t t a c k e d ,  and t h e  
t r o , o p s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  a r e  much more t h a n  a  t o k e n  f o r c e .  

E d u c a t e d  i n  a  f i r s t - r a t e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l ,  "Df l  i s  
a  c u l t i v a t e d ,  r e s e r v e d  young man, H i s  main i n t e r e s t  i s  s p o r t s ,  
and h e  i s  c o l o n y  champion i n  one o f  t h e  f i e l d  e v e n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  
e v e r y  l o c a l  t r a c k  meet.  He h a s  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  p u r s u e  h i s  o u t-  
s i d e '  i n t e r e s t s ,  b e c a u s e  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s  i n  a g a r r i s o n  p o s t  a r e  
r e g u l a r i z e d  and  ~ n d e m a r ~ d i n g ,  Eve ry  morn ing  l lDil  commutes by  c a r  
t o  h i s  r e g i m e n t  i n  a  r u r a l  a r e a  o f  t h e  New T e r r i t o r i e s ,  whe re  
most  e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  c o l o n y  l i v e ,  and  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  h e  
r e t u r n s  t o  h i s  s u b u r b a n  c o t t a g e  i n  Kowloon. 

S o c i a l  l i f e  f o r  "Dl1 and h i s  r e c e n t  b r i d e  r e v o l v e s  
a r o u n d  t h e  Roya l  Hong Kong Yacht  C lub  and  p a r t i e s  w i t h  army 
f r i e n d s .  They a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  i s o l a t e d  f rom t h e  C h i n e s e  commu- 
n i t y ,  which makes up 99 p e r  c e n t  o f  Hong Kcng l s  p o p u l a t i o n .  A l -  
though  t h e  I 1 D f s t 1  f e e l  no a n t a g o n i s m  o r  a n t i p a t h y  t o w a r d  t h e  Chi-  
n e s e ,  t h e y  j u s t  do n o t  have  any  ready-made o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t o n -  
t a c t s  w i t h  them, and have  no s t r o n g  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  c r e a t e  s u c h  op- 
p o r t u n i t i e s ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  know v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  
l i f e  o f  e i t h e r  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  o r  r e f u g e e s ,  Nor do t h e  I 1 D 1 s n  
have  many c o n t a c t s  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  f o r e i g n e r s ;  t h e y  have  h a d  c l o s e  
s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  o n l y  two f o r e i g n  c i v i l i a n  c o u p l e s  s i n c e  t h e y  
came t o  Hong Kong, T h e i r  whole  l i f e  i s  i n s u l a t e d  and s e l f -  
c o n t a i n e d ;  f o r  them Hong Kong i s  j u s t  a n  army p o s t .  

n D t l  i s  a  l i t t l e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  
h a s  n e v e r  been  i n  combat ,  b e c a u s e  mos t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  i n  
Hong Kong a r e  v e t e r a n s  o f  Korea;  b u t  h e  s h a r e s  t h e  o p i n i o n ,  wh ich  
seems t o  b e  p r e v a l e n t  among t h e  army r a n k  and  f i l e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  
t h a t  t h e  d e f e n s e  f o r c e  c a n  cope  w i t h  a n y t h i n g ,  A g r e a t  many Hong 
Kong c i v i l i a n s - - b o t h  C h i n e s e  and  f o r e i g n - - b e l i e v e ,  however,  t h a t  
t h e  c o l o n y  would b e  swamped if t h e  C h i n e s e  Communists  a t t a c k e d  
w i t h  "human s e a n  t a c t i c s .  Hong K o n g f s  b e s t  p r o t e c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  
minds  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a n  a t t a c k  on t h e  colo 'ny 
would i n v o l v e  g r e a t  r i s k s  o f  g e n e r a l  war--a f a c t  whfch t h e y  hope 
w i l l  d e t e r  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communists f rom m a j o r  a c t i o n .  

"En -- Much o f  Hong Kongt s p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  
t r a n s i e n t :  a b o u t  o n e- h a l f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  composed o f  
t h e  f l o o d  o f  p o s t w a r  r e f u g e e s ;  and many o f  t h e  a n t e d i l u v i a n  r e s i -  
d e n t s  u s e d  t o  move c o n s t a n t l y  back  a n d  f o r t h  t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d  and 
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e i r  r e a l  home t o  be e i t h e r  i n  Kwangtung o r  i n  Fuk ien ,  
i n  China .  The re  i s  a  g roup  of  Hong Kong C h i n e s e ,  however,  who 
have  sunk  r o o t s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  and c o n s i d e r  i t  home. They a r e  a  
h y b r i d  group,  a b l e n d  o f  E a s t  a n d  West. 

"En  was  b o r n  i n  Hong Kong and  h a s  l i v e d  h e r e  a l l  o f  
h i s  l i f e ,  He was e d u c a t s d  i n  B r i t i s h  s c h o o l s - - s p e a k s  e x c e l l e n t  



E n g l i s h ,  and h a s  g r e a t  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  t h e i r  way 
o f  l i f e .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  i s  i n  many r e s p e c t s  more B r i t i s h  t h a n  
C h i n e s e ,  The Government- run s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i n  Hong Kong t r i e s  
t o  t u r n  o u t  g r a d u a t e s  who a c c e n t  B r i t i s h  v a l u e s ,  and i n  " E l s n  

c a s e  t h e y  have  been  e m i n e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  

The bond which  ItE* f e e l s  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  i s  p r o b a b l y  
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  one  which t h e y  f e e l  f o r ' h i m ,  however ,  P e r s o n s  
l i k e  "El1 a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  r u l i n g  B r i t i s h  e l i t e ,  
b o t h  i n  b u s i n e s s  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  t c  d a t e  o n l y  a  few o f  
t h e  t o p - l e v e l  j o b s  a r e  open  t o  them. A few make t h e  g rade- - and  
t h r e e  have  been  k n i g h t e d  b y  t h e  Queen- - but  t h e  b e s t  p r o s p e c t  f o r  
mos t  o f  them i s  employment as c l e r k s  and  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  f o r e i g n e r s .  
Y e t  i n  t l E ' s "  c a s e  t h i s  f a c t  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have  c a u s e d  much r e -  
s e n t m e n t ,  Re i s  p r o u d  t o  b e  a member o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. 

A l though  "EV once  v i s i t d d  Canton ,  on t h e  ma in l and ,  he  
h a s  a l m o s t  no knowledge o f  C h i n a  o r  any  r e a l  i n t g r e s t  i n  it. He 
i s  s a t i s f i e d  t o  s t a y  and l i v e  i n  Hong Kong, C u r r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
i n  Ch ina  h a r d l y  i m p i n g e  on h i s  l i f e  a t  a l l ,  and h i s  l e v e l  o f  p o l i t -  
i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  e x t r e m e l y  low. "Eft s p e a k s  h i s  n a t i v e  Canton-  
e s e  d i a l e c t ,  b u t  he  d o e s  n o t  know - kuo =, t h e  n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e ,  
and he  l i v e s  i n  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d  from t h a t  i n h a b i t e d  by 
t h o u s a n d s  o f  r e f u g e e s  i n  Hong Kong. 

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  "Fn  worked a s  a c l e r k  i n  a f o r e i g n  b u s i -  
n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ;  b u t  now h e  i s  back  i n  a f o r m e r ' j o b ,  a s  s a l e s -  
man f o r  a g r o c e r y  s t o r e  which c a t e r s  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  community i n  
Hong Kong. 

flF" -- B e f o r e  t h e  Communists came t o  power i n  China ,  
t lFtl  managed t h e  most  h e a v i l y - t r a v e l e d  r a i l  l i n e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
T h i s  was o n l y  one o f  many k e y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s t s  which  h e  h e l d  
i n  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r - - s t r e t c h i n g  o v e r  20  y e a r s- - u n d e r  t h e  
C h i n e s e  N a t i o n a l i s t  Government. "I?" was a l w a y s  more t h a n  m e r e l y  
a n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  however.  E d u c a t e d  a b r o a d ,  h e  had  many c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  i n  C h i n a ' s  u n i v e r s i t y  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c i r c l e s ,  and h i s  
i n t e r e s t s  l a y  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  i d e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

sornehow e s c a p e d  b e i n g  t r a p p e d  i n  t h e  morass off 
C h i n e s e  p o l i t i c s .  A l though  he  h a d  f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  t o ?  l e v e l  o f  
t h e  Kuomintang and s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  f r i e n d l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  many o f  
them i n  Taiwan ( ~ o r m o s a ) ,  he  was l o n g  d i s t u r b e d  by t h e  f a i l u r e  of  
d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  d e v e l o p  i n  China.  When t h e  Communist 
t a k e - o v e r  was imminent ,  he  f o ~ e o a w  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  many o f  h i s  
academic  f r i e n d s  t h e  k i n d  o f  r eg ime  which would d e v e l o p ;  b u t  h e  
a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  want  t o  +sake p a r t  i n  t h e  Kuomintang r e -  
gime i n  Taiwan, s o  he  came t o  Hong Ko?g. 

One o f  t h e  b a s i c  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  demo- 
c r a t i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n  f lF1s t l  o p i n i o n ,  i s  a  f r e e  and i e a r l e s s  
p r e s s ,  SCI h e  d e c i d e d  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  I-Iong Kong t o  pnb l - i sh  a n  
i n d e p e n d s n t  magaz ine  o f  p o l i t i c a l  cornmen l a n d  c r i t i c i s m .  Wi th  



l i t t l e  h e l p  he  s t a r t e d  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  he  e s t a b l i s h e d  
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  T h i r d  F o r c e  po l . i t i c a1 .  g r o u ~ s  which  s p r a n g  
up i n  Bong Kong, he  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  But 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  v i r t u e  p roved  t o  be f i n a n c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u s t a i n ,  
and  t h e  magaz ine  soon  d e v e l o p e d  c i r c u l a t o r y  a i l m e n t s  and  d i e d .  

Wi th  t h i s  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s ,  "F1I d e c i d e d  t o  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  
t o  a s e r i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t u d y  o f  f u t u r e  p rob l ems  o f  d e m o c r a t i-  
z a t i o n  i n  China ,  T h i s ,  he  f e l t ,  s h o u l d  s t a r t  w i t h  an a t t e m p t  t o  
combine t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  o f  con t empora ry  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
p h i l o s o p h y  and  s o c i o l o g y  w i t h  h i s  own e x t e n s i v e  knowledge o f  
C h i n e s e  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  and  economics ,  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  devour-  
i n g  a l l  t h e  books  he  c a n  f i n d  on p h i l o s o p h y  and  s o c i o l o g y ,  

A 1 1  o f  t t F l s M  c h i l d r e n  a r e  now grown, and t h e  f a m i l y  i s  
s c a t t e r e d ,  so  he  i s  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  h i m s e l f  b y  t e a c h i n g  i n  a 
s m a l l  c o l l e g e  made up o f  r e f u g e e  p r o f e s s o r s  and  s t u d e n t s  and  b y  
f i n d i n g  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  t r a n s l a t i n g  j obs .  He i s  n o t  w o r r y i n g  much 
a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  however; h e  d o e s  n o t  f o r e s e e  any  c h a n g e  soon  
on t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  Ch ina  and  h e  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  Kuomintang 
c a n  r e g a i n  i t s  p a s t  p o s i t i o n .  He i s  s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  f a i t h  t h a t  
s e r i o u s  s t u d y  o f  C h i n a ' s  b a s i c  p r o b l e m s  may somehow make a con- 
t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  

"Gn -- Hong Kong i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l i s t e n i n g  p o s t  and 
p o i n t  of  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Communist Ch ina  f o r  much o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  
wor ld .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s t a n t  t h r o u g h - t r a f f i c  of  v a r -  
i o u s  V I P '  s; i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n t s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a r e  a c t i v e ;  
and t h e  p l a c e  swarms w i t h  d i p l o m a t s .  Some o f  t h e  c o n s u l a t e s  i n  
Hong Kong a r e  l a r g e ;  t h e y  a r e  i n  e f f e c t  E m b a s s i e s - i n- E x i l e  of  
c o u n t r F e s  which  do n o t  have  d i p l o m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  Peking.  
Even t h o s e  W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  which  m a i n t a i n  e m b a s s i e s  i n  P e k i n g  
f i n d  Eong Kong a n  i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  mos t  o f  t h e i r  
r o u t i n e  s t u d y  and  r e p o r t i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s  
- i n  China.  

"'GI1 works  i n  t h e  Hong Kong c o n s u l a t e  o f  a small Wes t e rn  
Eu ropean  c o u n t r y ,  He h a s  h a d  wide  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  S o v i e t - b l o c  
c o u n t r i e s  a n d  s p e a k s  a ~ d  r e a d s  Chinese .  The re  a r e  q u i t e  a number 
o f  o t h e r s  l i k e  him, and t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  a r g u i n g ,  s p e c u l a t i n g ,  
t r a d i n g  i d e a s ,  a n d  swapping i m p r e s s i o n s  o v e r  a g i m l e t  a t  t h e  
P a r i s i a n  G r i l l  o r  a  m a r t i n i  a t  some c o c k t a i l  p a r t y .  They a r e  a 
s e r i o u s ,  ha rd- work ing  group ,  g e n u i n e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p i e c i n g  t o -  
g e t h e r  a n  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  deve lopmen t s  i n  China.  

The main  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  "Gn and  h i s  c o l -  
l e a g u e s  a r e  m a i n l a n d  C h i n e s e  n e w s p a p e r s  and o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s ;  
i t  t a k e s  l o n g  h o u r s  t o  r e a d  them a n d  t o  t r y  t o  s e p a r a t e  f a c t  from 
f i c t i o n ,  F o r e i g n  r e f u g e e s  coming f rom Ch ina  a r e  a n o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  
s o u r c e  o f  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f u g e e s  t h e m s e l v e s  
o f t e n  do n o t  know much> , a n d  t h e  number o f  them i s  d e c l i n i n g ,  "GI1 

a l s o  h a s  numerous  C h i n e s e  f r i e n d s ,  and t h r o u g h  them h e  t r i e s  t o  
c o n t a c t  C h i n e s e  r e f u g e e s  f rom t h e  ma in l and .  I t  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  



t a s k  t o  e v a l u a t e  h i s t 0 r j . c  e v e n t s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  f rom 
f r a g m e n t a r y  secondhand  s o u r c e s ,  b u t  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r i e s  of  t h e  
Wes te rn  w o r l d  r e l y  h e a v i l y  on t h e  a n a l y s e s  w r i t t e n  by  " G V  and  t h o s e  
l i k e  him i n  Hong Kong. 

1lH" -- "HW i s  an e x t r e m e l y  a f f a b l e  young man, b u t  t h e  
mark o f  a n  " o p e r a t o r f1  shows t h r o u g h  h i s  v e n e e r  o f  a m i a b i l i t y ,  He 
h a n d l e s  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  one o f  t h e  two b i g  l a b o r - u n i o n  g r o u p s  
i n  Hong Kong. 

The l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  q u i e s c e n t  
on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  and  h a s  been  f o r  some t in!e,  b u t  i t  i s  a s o u r c e  of  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n c e r n  t o  some o f  t h e  more t h o u g h t f u l  p e o p l e  h e r e .  
It i s  one o f  t h e  ma in  a r e n a s  f o r  compe t ing  i d e o l o g i e s  and p r o b a b l y  
t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  c h a n n e l  f o r  Communist i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o l -  
ony. 

A m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r e r s  i n  Hong Kong be-  
l o n g s  t o  u n i o n s  wh ich  have  j o i n e d  two l a r g e  g roups .  One of t h e s e  
i s  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Trade  Unions  ( F T U) ,  which i s  Communist-domi- 
n a t e d  and  i s  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  p o w e r s- t h a t- b e  on t h e  China  
ma in l and .  The o t h e r  i s  t h e  T rade  Union C o u n c i l ,  wh ich  i s  t i e d  t o  
t h e  Kuomintang on Formosa, P o l i t i c a l  aims r a t h e r  t h a n  w o r k e r s '  
w e l f a r e  domina t e  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  g roups ,  

The Communist- dominated FTU i s  by  f a r  t h e  more e f f e c -  
t i v e  o f  t h e  two m a j o r  l a b o r  g roups .  B u i l t  up i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
p o s t w a r  p e r i o d  by  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r g a n i z e r s ,  i t  i s  a  f a i r l y  d i s c i p -  
l i n e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  i t  i n c l u d e s  a l a r g e  p r o-  
p o r t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s  i n  k e y  u t i l i t i e s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  I n  t h e  
l a s t  two y e a r s  o r  s o ,  i t s  s t r e n g t h  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow, due  t o  
i t s  t a c t i c s  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  and i t s  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  some meas- 
u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  improve  w o r k e r s :  w e l f a r e .  

The ant i- Communis t  T U C ,  which  " H n  r e p r e s e n t s ,  i s  by 
c o m p a r i s o n  a  v e r y  l o o s e  c o n g l o m e r a t i o n  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  many o f  
wh ich  a r e  r e a l l y  o l d - s t y l e  g u i l d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  modern un ions .  81- 
t h o u g h  i t  h a s  more nomina l  members t h a n  t h e  FTU, i t  i s  a n  i n e f f e c -  
t i v e ,  shadowy s o r t  o f  body. 

"H" h a s  done h i s  b e s t  t o  o b t a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  TUC 
f rom Hong Kong Government a u t h o r i t i e s  and o t h e r s ,  b u t  he  h a s  n o t  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  a r o u s e  much e n t h u s i a s m .  Many p e r s o n s  s e r i o u s l y  con-  
c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  would l i k e  t o  s e e  s t r o n g  non- 
~ b m m u n i s t ,  n o n p o l i t i c a l  u n i o n s  d e v e l o p  i n  Hong Kong, b u t  t h e  T U C  
g i v e s  l i t t l e  p r o m i s e  o f  b e i n g  e i t h e r  s t r o n g  o r  n o n p o l i t i c a l .  
B u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  would l i k e  t o  s e e  a l l  l a b o r  o r g a n-  
i z a t i o n s  " k e p t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e , "  and  many i n  t h e  Government s h a r e  
t h e i r  view. 

The s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  TUC's i n f l u e n c e  w o r r i e s  "H," 
and  t h e  e n t i r e  l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n  c a u s e s  some c o n c e r n  t o  t h o s e  who 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  Communist- dominated u n i o n s  c o u l d  b e  a d a n g e r o u s  



weapon o f  a c t i v e  s u b v e r s i o n  i f  P e k i n g  d e c i d e s  some t i m e  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  t o  s w i t c h  f rom i t s  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  t o  one  o f  d i s r u p t i o n  f r o m  
w i t h i n ,  The memory o f  c r i p p l i n g  l a b o r  s t r i k e s  i n  Hong Kong i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 2 0 1 s  h a s  n o t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  

"1" -- About e i g h t  m i l e s  f rom t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  
town, on Hong Kong I s l a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a small f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e .  "In 
l i v e s  i n  a W e s t e r n - s t y l e  h o u s e  which  s t a n d s  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  a t  one  
e n d  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  s i n g l e - l a n e ,  s h o p- l i n e d  a l l e y ,  It i s  a 
p l e a s a n t  s p o t- - l o o k i n g  o u t  o f  h i s  f r o n t  window, "1" c a n  s e e  t h e  
f i s h i n g  j u n k s  p u l l  a n c h o r  a n d  move o u t  t o  s e a  i n  t h e  e a r l y  morn- 
i n g ;  i n  t h e  s v e n i 2 g  he  c a n  s e e  t h e  s a i l s  o f  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  v e s s e l s  
s i l h o u e t t e d  a g a i n s t  g o l d e n  s k i e s  a n d  a backg round  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  
s m a l l  i s l a n d s  which d o t  t h e  S o u t h  C h i n a  S e a s  w e s t  of Hong Kong. 

"1" i s  a r e t i r e d  B r i t i s h  c o l o n e l  who s p e n t  many y e a r s  i n  
Ch ina  and  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  l i v e  o u t  h i s  l a s t  d a y s  t h e r e ;  Hong 
Kong i s  h i s  s e c o n d  c h o i c e ,  H i s  l i f e  i s  a  l e i s u r e l y  one,  c e n t e r e d  
on t h r e e  main  i n t e r e s t s :  C h i n e s e  f o l k l o r e ,  b u t t e r f l i e s ,  and p a i n t -  
i n g .  Eve ry  Sunday,  t h e  l e a d i n g  E n g l i s h- l a n g u a g e  newspaper  i n  Hong 
Kong c a r r i e s  a column w r i t t e n  by I t I 1 t  on  some C h i n e s e  f e s t i v a l  o r  
cus tom;  a n d  a number o f  h i s  p a s t  co lumns  h a v e  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  
pub13 s h e d  i n  book form, w i t h  h i s  own i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  "In h a s  a l s o ,  
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  p a i n t e d  e v e r y  known b u t t e r f l y  i n  t h e  c o l -  
ony; h i s  l i t t l e  p a i n t i n g s  a r e  e x p e r t ,  a n d  t h e  i r i d e s c e n t  c o l o r s  o f  
h i s  s u b t r o p i c a l  s u b j e c t s  g i v e  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e  of  
P e r s i a n  m i n i a t u r e s .  He h o p e s  some d a y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  a book on Hong Kong b u t t e r f l i e s .  

"P -- A f e w  e v e n i n g s  ago nJf9 was r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  a 
t r i p  h e  made t o  Hong Kong i n  1927 ;  t h e r e  was a p r i c e  o f  100,000 
C h i n e s e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r s  on h i s  head  a t  t h e  t ime .  

"J"' was one  o f  t h e  dozen  f o m d e r s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  
Communist P a r t y ,  a member o f  i t s  p o l i t b u r o  f o r  many y e a r s ,  a n d  
t h e  l e a d i n g  c o n t g n d e r  a g a l n s l ;  Mao Tse - tung  f o r  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
u n t i l  "Jll b r o k e  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1938 ,  

The y e a r  1 9 2 7  was t h e  one i n  which  t h e  Kuomintang and 
C o n x u n l s t s  i n  China  s p l i t  a f t e r  a t h r e e - y e a r  p e r i o d  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n .  
"Jfl was i n  C e n t r a l  Ch ina  a t  t h e  t i m e  a n d  t o o k  p a r t  i n  . the  Cornmunist- 
l e d  Manchang U p r i s t n g  ( t h e  d a t e  o f  which i s  now c e l e b r a t e d  a s ' l r m y  
Day by t h e  C h i n e s e  ~ o m m u n i s t s ) .  The u p r i s i n g  was r a p i d l y  c r u s h e d ,  
and  f l J n - - t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a h a n d f u l  o f  o t h e r  Communist l e ade r s- - made  
h i s  way t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  u n t i l  he  r e a c h e d  a s m a l l  s e a c o a s t  
vi13-age where  h e  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a . g u e s  managed t o  h i r e  a  f i s h e r m a n ' s  
junk and t h e y  t o o k  t o  t h e  s e a ,  T h e i r  r o u t e  c u t  t h r o u c h  p i r a t e -  
i n f e s t e d  w a t e r s ,  b u t  t h e  boatmen h i d  them i n  t h e  small h o l d .  Upon 
r e a c h i n g  Lyenun P a s s ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  ap:,roach t o  Hong Kong, t t J "  and 
h i s  companions  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  s m a l l  sampan wh ich  t o o k  t h e n  t o  a 
z ~ o w d e d  d e b a r k a t i o n  p o i n t .  A f t e r  w a l k i n g  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  of town, t h e y  e n t e r e d  one o f  t h e  b e s t  C h i n e s e  h o t e l s  



and  a s k e d  f o r  a  room; t h e  c l e r k  e y e d  t h e i r  r a g g e d  c l o t h e s  a n d  de-  
manded p r i o r  payment f o r  t h e i r  s t a y .  P o o l i n g  t h e i r  c a s h ,  t h e y  h a d  
j u s t  enough t o  p a y  f o r  one  n i g h t .  From t h e  h o t e l ,  t h e y  went  t o  a 
s t o r e  a n d  bor rowed  money f rom t h e  o Q n e r j  who was a p a r t y  member; 
t h e y  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h o t e l  t o  w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n t a c t  b y  
l o c a l  p a r t y  e m i s s a r i e s .  A l o u d  k n o c k i n g  woke them l a t e  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
and a P a r t y  man t o l d  them t o  come a l o n g  q u i c k l y  b e c a u s e  N a t i o n a l i s t  
a g e n t s  a l r e a d y  knew t h e y  had  r e a c h e d  Hong.Kong, They Tol lowed  him 
t o  a P a r t y  h i d e o u t  arid went  underground .  

G h o s t s  of t h e  p a s t  h a u n t  Hong Kong f o r  "Jtl and  many o t h e r  
C h i n e s e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who have  a c t e d  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  r e c e n t  h i s -  
t o r y ,  Ever  s i n c e  Sun Y a t- s e n  was a c t i v e  i n  Hong Kong, t h e  c o l o n y  
h a s  b e e n  i m p o r t a n t  t o  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  r e f u g e e s  f rom Ch ina- - fo r  
some t i m e  i t  h a s  been  a n  e s c a p e  h a t c h ;  f o r  o t h e r s  i t  h a s  b e e n  a .  
s e r e n e  s a n c t u a r y .  To t1311 i t  was an  e s c a p e  h a t c h  i n  1927 ,  'out i t  
i s  now a s a n c t u a r y ;  h e  h a s  g i v e n  up p o l i t i c s  and i s  w r i t i n g  h i s  
memoirs. 

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  many Communist d e f e c t o r s  i~ 
Hong Kong, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  many g e n e r a l s  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n s  who 
were  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  regime.  The s i t u a t i o n  i s  j u s t  
t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  1948 ,  when I made my f i r s t  e x t e n d e d  v i s i t  t o  Hong 
Kong. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  c o l o n y  was f u l l  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  wb.0 had  
b r o k e n  w i t h  t h e  Kuomintang a n d  were  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Cmmunists; 
mos t  o f  t h e s e  men a r e  now i n  Pek ing .  

" K n  -- One o f  t h e  mos t  p o p u l a r  d i v e r s i o n s  of t h e  
w e a l t h y  i n  Hong Kong i s  modern b a l l r o o m  danc ing .  I t  i s  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  t h e  r a g e  among a p l a y b o y  s e t  o f  S h a n g h a i  r e f u g e e s  who l e f t  
t h e i r  home one s t e p  a h e a d  o f  t h e  Communists and  a r r i v e d  i n  Hong I 

Kong d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e a t ,  d r i n k ,  and  b e  merry.  These young i d l e  
r i c h ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  l o c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  s p e n d  a good d e a l  o f  
t i m e  i n  Hong K o n g l s  d a r c e  h a l l s .  

"Kt' i s  an a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l  who works  a s  a d a n c i n g  p a r t -  
n e r  i n  one  o f  t h e s e  5a l l s ,  She i s  we l l - educa+ , ed  and knows how 
t o  t u r n  on  t h e  charm- - playboys  and b u s i n e s s a e n  o x t  f o r  an ovsn-  
i n g f  s r e l a x a t i o n  e x p e c t  more t h a n  a  p r e t t y  f a c e .  The d a n c e  h a l l  
where  s h e  works  i s  a  p l u s h ,  n e o n- l i g h t e d  a f f a i r  a q d ,  l i k e  a l l  o f  
t h e  h a l l s ,  s e r v e s  o n l y  t e a  o r  s o f t  d r i n k s .  The mus ic ,  p l a y e d  b y  
a  F i l i p i n o  band,  i s  rnos t ly  V e s t e r n ,  h e a v i l y  w e i g h t a d  on t h e  s i d e  
o f  rumbas a n d  bop. 

The w o r l d  i n  which  l lK"  l i v e s  i n  r e a l l y  a n  O r i e n t a l  c o p y  
o f  a  Grade-B image c r e a t e d  by  Hollywood, The d a n c i n g ,  t h e  mus ic ,  
t h e  c o s m e t i c s ,  t h e  h a i r d o s ,  and  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a b o u t  i t  
a r e  bo r rowed  f rom t h e  Ves t .  "8"  h e r s e l f  b e l o n g s  t o  a " t r e a t y -  
?o r t t l '  c l a s s  o f  a t t r a c t i v e ,  s t y l i s h  Ch inese  woi;e> whi  cil d i d  n o t  
e v e n  e x i s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago. T h e i r  h i g h - c o l l a r e d  d r e s s e s  w i t h  
s e d u c t i v e  s i d e - s l i t z  a r e  u n i q u e l y  C h l n e s e ,  b u t  %hey have t r i e d  i n  
a l m o s t  e v e r y  o t h e r  way t o  model t h e m s e l v e s  on t 5 e  R L 6 3  Hayworths  
and  Betty G r a b l e s .  S t r a i g h t  h a i r  h a s  l e e n  c u r l e d ,  E l i z a b e t h  



Arden c o s m e t i c s  have  s u p p l a n t e d  o l d - s t y l e  r o u g e  p o t s ,  and s i l k  
s l i p p e r s  have  g i v e n  wag t o  h i g h  h e e l s .  Even t h e  c u l t  of t h e  
bosom h a s  come t o  Hong Kong, and b e c a u s e  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o n f i g u -  
r a t i o n  o f  many C h i n e s e  women i s  s l i m ,  l t f a l s i e s n  a r e  i n  vogue.  

I1IZ1sIt p r i n c i p a l  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  t h e  mov ie s  and  
s p o r t s ,  These ,  i n  f a c t ,  a r e  t h e  main  d i v e r s i o n s  o f  most  young 
p e o p l e  i n  Hong Kong. Hollywood p r o v i d e s  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  movie 
f a r e ,  b u t  Hong Kong ' s  own f i l m  i n d u s t r y - - r e p u t e d  t o  b e  t h e  f o u r t h  
o r  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  i n  f o o t a g e  ou tpu t- - does  i t s  s h a r e  
t o o .  H o r s e r a c i n g ,  swimming, s o c c e r ,  a n d  a l m o s t  e v e r y  o t h e r  known 
s p o r t  a l s o  draw l a r g e  c r o w d s  i n  Hong Kong, a n d  t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  
t h a t  t h e  c o l o n y  i s  one o f  t h e  mos t  s p o r t s - c o n s c i o u s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  
F a r  E a s t .  

I n  t h e  dance  h a l l s ,  a t  t h e  movies ,  and  on t h e  r a c e  t r a c k ,  
t h e  e c h o e s  o f  war and  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Asia a r e  s o  dim t h a t  t h e y  c a n  
h a r d l y  b e  hea rd .  

"'Ln -- About t h r e e  weeks  ago  nLll h a d  a w o r l d  s coop  on  a 
b i g  s t o r y ,  It hapnened  i n  t h e  wag many s u c h  n e w s b r e a k s  d o t  a 
f r i e n d  was t i p p e d  o f f ,  h e  p a s s e d  t h e  s t o r y  on t o  "L," and s e v e r a l  
l i ou r s  ahead  o f  a l l  o f  h i s  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  "L" s e n t  a c a b l e  t o  London 
r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  C a t h a y  P a c i f i c  A i r l i n e  p l a n e  which  c r a s h e d  o f f  
Hainan  I s l a n d  en r o u t e  t o  Hong Kong on J u l y  2 3  h a d  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  
s h o t  down b y  C h i n e s e  Commupist a i r c r a f t .  

S t o r i e s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  do n o t  come a l o n g  v e r y  o f t e n  t h e s e  
d a y s ,  however,  f o r  f o r e i g n  newsmen i n  Hong Kong. C o r r e s p o n d e n t s  
i n  t h e  c o l o n y  a r e  i n  t h e  p e c u l i a r  p o s i t i o n  o f  s p e n d i n g  mos t  o f  
t h e i r  t i m e  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  e v e n t s  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  Communist Ch ina  
which  t h e y  c a n n o t  s e e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  some r e s p e c t s ,  t h e i r  
t a s k  i s  more o f  a  r e s e a r c h  j ob  t h a n  a t y p i c a l  r e p o r t e r ' s  a s s i g n-  
ment. 

"Lt1 h a s  h a d  l o n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  F a r  E a s t  a n d  
i n  China.  S t a r t i n g  f rom t h e  A n t i p o d e s ,  h e  f o l l o w e d  World War I1 
f rom t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c  t o  J a ~ a n  as a w a r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  A f t e r  
Tokyo h e  jumped o v e r  t o  Ch ina  wherg h e  t r a v e l e d  w i d e l y ,  w o r k i n g  
o u t  o f  Nanking,  Shangha i ,  and Pek ing .  "Ln was one  of  t h e  f ew  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  who s t a y e d  on t o  c o v e r  t h e  Communist t a k e- o v e r  i n  
China,  a n d  h e  l e f t  o n l y  a f t e r  i t  h a d  become c l e a r  t h a t  non-Communist 
Wes t e rn  r e p o r t e r s  we re  p e r s o n a  - non g r a t a .  S i n c e  1 9 4 9  h e  h a s  b e e n  
b a s e d  i n  Hong Kong, e x c e p t  f o r  p e r i o d s ' w h e n  he  has c o v e r e d  t h e  
Korean \ fa r  and  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  a n d  h e  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  Ch ina  f o r  
b o t h  B r i t i s h  a n d  American newspapers .  

"L' sll e x t e n s i v e  backg round  knowledge  o f  China  h a s  b e e n  
i n v a l u a b l e  t o  him i n  Hong Kong; i t  h a s  e n a b l e d  him t o  i n t e r p r e t  
t h e  b i t s  and p i e c e s  .of news wh ich  come a c r o s s  t h e  Ch ina  b o r d e r  
i n t o  t h e  co lony .  W i t h o u t  a good d e a l  o f  backg round  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
t h e  t a s k  o f w r i t i n g  a b o u t  Communist Ch ina  f rom Hong Kong i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t ,  ' and  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  m a j o r  American newspape r s  a n d  
a g e n c i e s  ( s u c h  as  The New York Times a n d  AP)  h a v e- - l i k e  nLn 



p e r s o n a l  knowledge o f  C h i n a  b e f o r e  t h e  Communist t a k e- o v e r .  

Most o f  l lLtsn t i m e  i s  s p e n t  d o i n g  r o u g h l y  t h e  same s 'o r t  
o f  t h i n g s  which  d i p 1 o m a t . i ~  r e p o r t e r s  s u c h  a s  "Gw do- - read ing  Chi-  
n e s e  Communist newspape r s  and i n t e r v i e w i n g  p e o p l e  coming a c r o s s  
t h e  b o r d e r- - b u t  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  t i m e  e l e m e n t  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  t o  
"Ln as a newsman t h a n  t o  I I G n  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s t .  ItLfl t h e r e -  
f o r e  f o l l o w s  t h e  d a i l y  b r o a d c a s t s  o f  P e k i n g  Radio  a n d  h a s  a r r a n g e -  
m e n t s  w i t h  l o c a l  Hong Kong r e p o r t e r s  t o  t i p  him o f f  on s t o r y  l e a d s  
t h e y  may d i s c o v e r .  

F o r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  a l m o s t  a l l  news a b o u t  Communist 
Ch ina  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p r e s s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d  h a s  f i l t e r e d  
t h r o u g h  Hong Kong and  p e r s o n s  such  as "Loll T h a t  i s  one  r e a s o n  why 
s o  l i t t l e  i s  known o f  deve lopmen t s  i n  Ch ina ,  D e s p i t e  t h e  compe- 
t e n c y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r s ,  p e o p l e  l i k e  I1Ln would be t h e  f i r s t  t o  ad-  
x i t  t h a t  when a  s i t u a t i o n  mus t  b e  v i e w e d  f rom t h e  wrong e n d  of a 
t e l e s c o p e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r i g h t  e n d  of a  m i c r o s c o p e  t h e r e  a r e  
l i m i t s  t o  w h a t  even  a good c o r r e s p o n d e n t  c a n  do. 

"M" -- Hong Kong i s  a  p l a c e  o f  many c o n t r a s t s ,  Gleam- 
i n g  modern a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s  and l a r g e  c o l o n i a l - s t y l e  m a n s i o n s  
d o t  "The Peak,"  w h i l e  much o f  t h e  l e v e l  s p a c e  (which i s  l i m i t e d )  
o f  Hong Kong I s l a n d  a n d  Kowloon P e n i n s u l a  a c r o s s  t h e  b a y  i s  p a c k e d  
w i t h  a  jumble  o f  b u i l d i n g s  h o u s i n g  one  o f  t h e  d e n s e s t  a n d  mos t  
c o m p l i c a t e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  wor ld .  

I n  some o f  t h e  g a r i s h ,  p l u s h  a p a r t m e n t s  o v e r l o o k i n g  
R e p u l s e  Bay, c o l o r e d  l i g h t s  p l a y  on a q u a r i a  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  walls;  
a c r o s s  t h e  water t h e  g r ey ,  g r im  E n g l i s h - s t y l e  c a s t l e  o f  a C h i n e s e  
t i n- a n d- r u b b e r  magna te  f rom Malaya p e r c h e s  i n c o n g r u o u s l y  on t h e  
h i l l s i d e ,  I n  t h e  s l u m s  o f  Wanchai a s  many as t h r e e  o r  f o u r  fami- 
l i e s  l i v e  i n  s i n g l e  rooms d i v i d e d  i n t o  c u b i c l e s ,  and b e d s  a r e  
somet imes  r e n t e d  b y  t h e  hour .  The c o n t r a s t s  o f  w e a l t h  and p o v e r t y  
a r e  p e c u l i a r l y  v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  naked eye .  

A s  i n  numerous p l a c e s  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  some of t h e  w o r s t  
s lums  i n  Hong Kong a r e  owned b y  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  a e r i e s  -- 
t h e s e  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  modern Hong Kong b u s i n e s s m e n  who have  a d o p t e d  
Wes t e rn  manners ,  cu s toms ,  and  v a l u e s ,  But  i n  Hong Kong one  a l s o  
f i n d s  w e a l t h y  bus inessmen,  who own huge a p a r t m e n t s  on The Peak,  
and  l i v e  i n   ams shackle h o u s e s  i n  t h e  s l ums  -- s u c h  l a n d l o r d s  a r e  
m o s t l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  C a n t o n e s e  men, who a r e  n o t e d  
f o r  c o n c e a l i n g  t h e i r  w e a l t h .  

"M* i s  one o f  Hong Kong l s  W e s t e r n i z e d  b u s i n e s s  c l a s s .  
He i s  a cha rming ,  u r b a n e  p e r s o n ,  who l i v e s  t h e  good l i f e  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y  and  owns bl.s3cks o f  t enemen t s .  "MIt b e l o n g s  t o  an o l d  Hong 
Kong f a m i l y ,  a n d  much o f  t h e  f a m i l y  money h a s ' c o m e  from r e a l  
e s t a t e .  

T r a d e  and r e a l  e s t a t e  a r e  t h e  two main s o u r c e s  o f  
w e a l t h  f o r  o l d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a m i l i e s  i n  Hong Kong, a n d  d u r i n g  



r e c e n t  months a s  t r a d e  h a s  dropped b u i l d i n g  h a s  boomed, Over 800 4 

new b u i l d i n g s  have sprung up i n  t h e  c o l o n y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  
a l o n e ,  and more a r e  under  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  because  Hong Kong i s  s t i l l  
one of t h e  most overcrowded p l a c e s  i n  t h e  world. 

Members of o l d  f a m i l i e s  such  a s  n M l s t t  p l a y  a  p rominen t  
r o l e  i n  Hong Kongfs  l i f e ,  They a r e  t h e  Chinese  whom t h e  c o l o n i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a p p o i n t  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  govern-  
m s q t  c o u n c i l s  and commit tees ,  t h e y  compr i se  t h e  b o a r d s  of p h i l a n-  
t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and  t h e y  a t t e n d  t h e  lawn p a r t i e s  a t  
Government House. 

l tN" -- I n  t h e  small Kowloon o f f i c e  of 'IN," t h e r e  a r e  
l e t t e r s  f rom o v e r  15,000 White R u s s i a n s  i n  China who have w r i t t e n  
him t o  a s k  f o r  h e l p  i n  r e s e t t l e m e n t  abroad.  More t h a n  10,000 of 
t h e s e  p e r s o n s  a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e .  

"N" i s  a  German who went t o  China  a s  a  businessman,  
became a  Lu the ran  m i n i s t e r ,  and  now--with t h e  h e l p  of  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  b o d i e s  and U.N. r e f u g e e  a u t h o r i t i e s - - i s  c a r r y i n g  
o u t  a  p e r s o n a l  c r u s a d e  t o  h e l p  t h e  h a p l e s s  White R u s s i a n s  i n  China, 

T y p i c a l  of  t h e  p e r s o n s  who w r i t e  him i s  a  f i f t y - y e a r - o l d  
Russ i an ,  w i t h  a w i f e  and  d a u g h t e r ,  who l i v e s  i n  a  l a r g e  c i t y  i n  
Communist China and h a s  been  unemployed s i n c e  1949. T h i s  man t r i e s  
t o  l i v e  on a monthly budge t  of U.Se$24 f o r  f o o d  and u.s,$~ f o r  r e n t ,  
b u t  he i s  i n  d e b t  t o  h i s  g r o c e r  and  h a s  n o t  p a i d  h i s  r e n t  s i n c e  
1952 l 

Almost a l l  o f  t h e  White R u s s i a n s  i n  China, most  o f  whom 
f l e d  R u s s i a  35 y e a r s  a g o  o n l y  t o  be e n g u l f e d  once a g a i n  byCommunism 
i n  1949, a r e  now t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  e m i g r a t e  t o  any c o u n t r y  
which w i l l  t a k e  them, I n  t h e  Age o f  t h e  Visa ,  however, i t  i s  n o t  
easy  t o  become an immigrant .  n N f l  i s  do ing  e v e r y t h i n g  he can, 
+-,h.-ough church  and U.N. o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t o  o b t a i n  v i s a s  f o r  them,  
b u t  i t  i s  a  s low (and f o r  "N1t a  h e a r t b r e a k i n g )  p r o c e s s ,  L e t t e r s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  a r r i v e  w i t h  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  many o f  t h e  
White R u s s i a n s  i n  China i s  go ing  frombad t o  worse. 

Hong Kong h a s  been t h e  main e x i t  p o i n t  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  
who have  , f l e d  o r  beeil  e x p e l l e d  from China i n  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s .  
A m a s s  exodus  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  White Russ i ans ,  
over 6,000 f o r e i g n  C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n a r i e s  have l e f t  China d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a lone ,  and  t h e  f o r e i g n  b u s i n e s s  communit ies  
have a lmos t  d i s a p p e a r e d  f rom main land  c i t i e s ,  But  China h a s  n o t  
c o m p l e t e l y  r i d  i t s e l f  of f o r e i g n e r s ;  a s  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and b u s i-  
nessmen have c r o s s e d  t h e  d u s t y  b o r d e r  from China t o  Hong Kong a t  
Lowu, R u s s i a n  a d v i s o r s  and t e c h n i c i a n s  have f lowed a c r o s s  t h e  
b o r d e r  from S i b e r i a  t o  China a t  Manchouli ,  While "NW and o t h e r s  
l i k e  him i n  Hohg Kong h e l p  weary f o r e i g n  r e f u g e e s  o n t h e i r  jour-  
neys  t o  d i s t a n t  homes o r  new p o s t s ,  Young P i o n e e r s  p r e s e n t  ban- 
ners and f l o w e r s  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  f o r e i g n  a r r i v a l s  i n  China ove r  a 
thousand m i l e s  t o  t h e  North. 



" Q 1 I  -- The o f f i c e  o f  " 0 "  i n  A l e x a n d r a  B u i l d i n g ,  l o -  
c a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of downtown Hong Kong, h a s a  c r i s p  a t m o s p h e r e  
o f  e f f i c i e n c y  which c o c p a r e s  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  e s t a b l i s h -  
me7its on F i f t h  Avenue a n d  c o n t r a s t s  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h e  l a c k a d a i s i -  
c a l  a i r  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  o l d  f i rms i n  t h e  co lony .  

" 0 "  i s  Ch inese ,  b u t  he  i s  n o t  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  Hong Kong; 
h e  i s  a  modern i n d u s t r i a l i s t  f rom Shangha i .  The c l a s s  t o  wh ich  
h e  b e l o n g s  may t u r n  o u t  t o  be one  o f  t h e  s h o r t e s t - l i v e d  i n  Chi-  
nese  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  I t  f i r s t  b lossomed l e s s  t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s  
ago;  i t  f a d e d  d u r i n g  World  War 11; and  i t  i s  now t r i t h e r i n g  on t h e  
ma in l and .  I f ,  a s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  spec l ies  s o o n  becomes e x t i n c t  i n  
i t s  n a t i v e  h a b i t a t ,  t h e  r e m n a n t s  now i n  Hong Kong may Drove t o  b e  
t h e  l a s t  s u r v i v o r s .  

"0" i s  a t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  and i n  1 9 4 8  h e  o r d e r e d  
some s p i n d l e s  t o  add  t o  one  o f  h i s  c o t t o n  m i l l s  i n  S h a n g h a i *  
I J h i l e  t h e  s p i n d l e s  were e n  r o u t e ,  however,  h e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  
Communists were  w i n n i n g  t h e  c i . v i l  war i n  China ,  s o  he  s h o r t -  
s t o p p e d  h i s  new equ ipmen t  i n  Rong Kong , and  b u i l t  a s l e e k  new m i l l  
on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Kowloon. H i s  f a c t o r y  was one o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  
' cut  soon  o t h e r  Shangha i  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  do t h e s a m e ,  Up 
u n t i l  t h e n  Hong Kong was a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  a  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  a n d  
l a c k e d  modern m m u % c t u r i n g .  It was a s t r a n g e  t w i s t  of  h i s t c r y  
f o r  and h i s  Shangha i  f r i e n d s  t o  e x p o r t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r evo -  
l a t i o n  f rom backward,  a g r a r i a n  Ch ina  t o  a c o l o n y  unde r  t h e  f l a g  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  b ~ t  t h a t  i s  what  happened .  The 
t l O f s u  h a m  had  a  t remendous  i m p a c t  upon Hong Kong, a ~ d  t h e  i n -  
d u s t r i e s  which t h e y  have  b u i l t  have  become an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of 
t h e  c o l o n y !  s econorry. 

P e o p l e  l i k e  "0"  b e l o n g  t o  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l a s s  t i e d  
t o g e t h e r  by  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  w e a l t h ,  and  c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  ,a12 
b o u n d a r i e s .  He and  h i s  w i f e  f e e l  e q u a l l y  a t  home i n  N e w  Y w k ,  
I,ondon, Shangha i ,  o r  Hong; Kong, and h e  moves a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  
e a s i l y ,  i n  s e a r c h  of b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  Dur ing  t h e  p a s t  t w o  
y e a r s  h e  h a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t ~ r i n g  
i n  E a s t  A f r i c a ,  Taiwan, and B r a z i l ,  a n d  h e  may tr?. t o  se t  up a 
m i l l  i n  one o f  t h o s e  p l a c e s .  

"Pn -- lrFtl i s  a member o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  S e r v i c e  
and  an  o f f i c e r  of: t h e  Eong Kong Government. He h a s  been  s t a t i o n e d  
i n  t h e  c o l o n y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  notr, and  h a s  worked h i s  way up t o  
Depa r tmen t  head.  A l though  h e  s p e a k s  Ch inese ,  he  i s  n o t  one  of t h e  
e l i t e  g roup  o f  s p e c i a l l y - t r a i n e d  "Hong Kong Cade t s f f  who g e t  t h e  
b e s t  j o b s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  s o  h e  h o p e s  h i s  n e x t  p o s t ,  
a f t e r  home l e a v e ,  w i l l  b e  e l s e w h e r e ,  ?Jhat he  would  l i k e  i s  a 
D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e r ' s  j o b  i n  3orneo .  

The Depa r tmen t  r u n  'cy "Pn i s  one o f  t h e  few i n  t h e  Hong 
Kong Government which  i s  a c t i v e l y  t r y i n g  t o  implememt some s o c i a l  
r e f o r m s .  The Government as a  t rhole  i s  a bu lwark  o f  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  
i n  t h e  hantls  -f a d m i n i s t r a t o r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e f o r m e r s ,  I n  Hong Kong 



l a i s s e z  f a i r e  s t i l l  r e i g n s  supreme,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o f o u n d  c h a n g e s  
i n  t h e  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  B r i t a i n ' s  home government  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  a i m  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  t o  m a i n t a i n  
l a w  and  o r d e r  a n d  p r o v i 6 e  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s ;  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
And g r o u p s  c a n  c  a r r y  on f rom t h e r e ,  The i n t e r e s t s  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
B r i t i s h  a n d  C h i n e s e  b u s i n e s s m e n  and t h o s e  o f  government  l e a d e r s  
are s o  s imilar  t h a t  i t  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tween  
t h e  two. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  l l t a ipans l l  who h e a d  firms s u c h  as J a r d i n e ,  
Matheson  & Co. L t d , ,  and t h e  Hong Kong and  S h a n g h a i  Banking Corp,  
have  a s t a t u s  i n  t h e  community on a p a r  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t o p  o f f i c e r s  
i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Government,  

A l though  p e r s o n s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  government  s h o u l d  
c a r r y  o u t  a n  a c t i v e  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  a r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  s t a n d p a t  
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  Hong Kong Government h a s  
b e e n  r e m a r k a b l y  su . cce s s fu1  i n  a c h i e v i n g  i t s  l i m i t e d  aims i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  d e l i c a t e  and  e v e n  ex- 
p l o s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  They have  c l amped  
down t h e  l i d  whenever  t h e  p o t  h a s  s t a r t e d  t o  b o i l .  

"P" h i m s e l f  would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  Hong Kong Government 
do more t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t  a b o u t  h o u s i n g ,  r e f u g e e s ,  l a n d  t e n a n c y  i n  
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  and  s imi lar  p rob l ems ,  b u t  h e  i s  one  of  a m i n o r i t y  
among t h e  c o l o n y t s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  

nQt1 -- Some t i m e  ago ,  I met  t1Qn on  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and  he  
t o l d  me t h a t  h e  was  work ing  on a t r a d e  d e a l  w i t h  a n  O v e r s e a s  
C h i ~ e s e  b u s i n e s s m a n  i n  P e r u ,  "Qn i s  h i m s e l f  a n  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  
whose i m p o r t  and e x p o r t  b u s i n e s s  i s  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  f a r-  
f l u n g  C h i n e s e  communi t i e s ,  f rom t h e  S o u t h  S e a s  t o  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  
I a s k e d  him i f  t h e  man i n  P e r u  was a  f r i e n d ;  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  
h e  was n o t ,  " I s  t h e r e  a n y  r i s k  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a man you  do 
n o t  I a sked ,  '!Oh no," h e  answered ,  n t h e r e  i s  a small 
t e a h o u s e  i n  downtown Hong Kong where  t h e  p e o p l e  know most  o f  t h e  
t r a d e r s  i n  Peru ,  and  t h e y  vouch  f o r  t h e  man I am c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
rr i  t h ,  

Hundreds  o f  small.  i m p o r t - e x p o r t  f i r m s ,  s hops ,  a n d  bank-  
i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  Hong Kong p r o v i d e  t h e  main  l i n k  be tween  m i l -  
l i o n s  o f  O v e r s e a s  Ch inese ,  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  wor ld ,  a n d  t h e i r  
homeland d i s t r i c t s  i n  S o u t h  China.  Hong Kong i s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
f o r  much o f  t h e  t r a d e  be tween  O v e r s e a s  Ch inese ,  a n d  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
of  t h e  l a r g e  r e m i t t a n c e s  s e n t  b y  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  t o  r e l a t i v e s  on 
t h e  m a i n l

a n

d  f u n n e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  co lony .  I f  one t r a c e d  t h e  myr iad ,  
m y s t e r i o u s  c o n t a c t s  be tween  a s i n g l e  gloomy l i t t l e  o f f i c e  i n  Hong 
Kongls  West P o i n t  d i s t r i c t  t o  s imi la r  gloomy l i t t l e  o f f i c e s  i n  
d i s t a n t  p l a c e s ,  i t  wou ld  p r o b a b l y  b e  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s p i d e r  web. 

Hong Kong i s  a l s o  t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  O v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e  i n  
f i e l d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t r a d e  and  f i n a n c e ,  The movie  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  
colony '  t u r n s  o u t  mos t  o f  t h e  Ch inese- language  f i l m s  f o r  a u d i e n c e s  
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i n  S ingapore  and San F r a n c i s c . o ~ s  Chinatown, Hong Kong-produced 
r e c o r d s  a r e  p l a y e d  by Chinese-owned phonographs on Mott S t r e e t -  
i n  New York and  i n  Manila.  And a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  non- 
Communist books and magazines a v a i l a b l e  t o  Overseas  Chinese  
everywhere  come o f f  t h e  p r e s s e s  o f  p u b l i s h e r s  i n  Hong Kong. 

"Rfl -- Every y e a r  a  b a t t l e  o f  f l a g s  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  Hong 
Kong. On October  1, n a t i o n a l  day  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Peking  reg ime,  pro- 
Communist o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  hang o u t  a f i v e - s t a r r e d  
r e d  f l a g ,  On October  1 0 ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  day  c e l e b r a t e d  under  t h e  
Kuomintang regime,  t h o s e  who a r e  anti-Communist  (whether  o r  n o t  
t h e y  a r e  pro-Kuomintang) hang o u t  f l a g s  b e a r i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s 1  
1 2- p o i n t e d  s tar ,  I n  1948 I obse rved  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  c o n t e s t s ,  
and t h e  Communists won hands  down. D u r i n r  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  it 
h a s  been  j u s t  t h e  r e v e r s e ;  o n l y  a few Communist f l a g s  have b e e n  
d i s p l a y e d ,  and i r o n i c a l l y  t h e  most consp icuous  ones  have appea red  
on t h e  l a r g e  banks  i n  Hong Kong which a r e  Communist c o n t r o l l e d .  

There  h a s  been  a  t remendous s w i t c h  i n  o p i n i o n  i n  Hong 
Kong r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Chinese  Communist regime;  whereas  f o u r  y e a r s  
ago l a r g e  numbers of  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  co lony  seemed p r e p a r e d  t o  ac-  
c e p t  and s u p p o r t  t h e  Peking  regime,  t h e r e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few pro-  
Communist p e o p l e  i n  Hong Kong now. 

"RH i s  one of  t h e  few who s t i l l  do s i n g  t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  
Peking  i n  l o u d  v o i c e s .  He h a s  good r e a s o n  t o  do  so,  however; a s  
a  l e a d i n g  l o c a l  l a w y e r  he r e c e i v e s  f a t  f e e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  c a s e s  i n -  
v o l v i n g  Communist o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Hong Kong c o u r t s ,  I n  many 
r e s p e c t s ,  "R" i s  a  s o r t  o f  c l a s s i c  f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r ,  He i s  abou t  
a s  b o u r g e o i s  a s  a  p e r s o n  c a n  be, and  h i s  c h a n c e s  o f  l o n g / t e r m  
s u r v i v a l  under  a Communist regime would p r o b a b l y  be  s l i m ,  b u t  he  
a p p e a r s  t o  g e t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  both p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  
b e n e f i t  f rom s t a n d i n g  on t h e  s i d e  l i n e s  and c h e e r i n g  t h e  Communists 
on. 

*R" i s  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  Chinese  Communists, b u t  l i k e  a l l  
f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s  he i s  p r o b a b l y  c o n s i d e r e d  by them t o  be expen- 
d a b l e ,  The Communists' s t r e n g t h  i n  Hong Kong l i e s  e l sewhere .  
The h a r d  c o r e  of  d i s c i p l i n e d  p a r t y  members i s  smal l- - only  a  few 
thousand- - but  t h e y  keep  up t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a p p a r a t u s ;  and  some 
of  them a r e  p u b l i c l y  a c t i v e ,  i n  such  a c t i v i t i e s  sn p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  
t h r e e  pro-Communist newspapers  i n  t h e  co lony,  runn ing  a  number o f  
b o o k s t o r e s ,  and p u t t i n g  o u t  t h e  d a i l y  r e l e a s e s  o f  t h e  New China  
News Agency, T h e i r  main o r g a n i z e d  mass s u p p o r t  c o n s i s t s  o f t h e  
worke r s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  pa r ty- domina ted  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Trade Unions, 
b u t  t h e y  a l s o  c o n t r o l  a few s c h o o l s  and  i n f l u e n c e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  
number o f  s t u d e n t s .  Communist l i t e r a t u r e  c i r c u l a t e s  wide ly ,  and 
some b u s i n e s s  g r o u p s  a r e  m a n i p u l a t e d  b y  l e a d i n g  f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s .  

But o p i n i o n  i n  Hong Kong i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  h o s t i i e  ~ o  
t h e  Communists, and men such  a s  "R1' have s e e n  themse lves  s l i p  
s t e a d i l y  downward i n  p u b l i c  esteem. 



"St1 -- F o r  nS,fl who i s  an American, Hong Kong i s  t h e  
b e s t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Peking. Almost twen ty  y e a r s  ago "Sn f i r s t  
went t o  Peking  on a  wor ld  t o u r  and, as he s a y s- - f i g u r a t i v e l y  
speak ing ,  "1 n e v e r  l e f t . "  The charm o f  l i f e  i n  C h i n a ' s  o l d  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  c o m p l e t e l y  c a p t i v a t e d  him; so  he  s e t t l e d  down, 
l e a r n e d  t h e  language ,  l i v e d  i n  a  Chinese  house,  and became a n  ex- 
p ,e r t  on Chinese a r t s  and c r a f t s .  When t h e  Communists came, "Sfl 
s t a y e d  on a s  l o n g  a s  he c o u l d ,  b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  h i s  e x p o r t  t r a d e  i n  
o l d  Chinese  f u r n i t u r e  became i m p o s s i b l e ,  and he  had t o  l e a v e ,  Re 
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  

Tho p u l l  of  China  p roved  t o o  s t r o n g  f o r  him, however, 
and b e f o r e  many months had  p a s s e d  h e  packed up h i s  bags  and came 
o u t  t o  Hong Kong. A f t e r  a good d e a l  o f  e f f o r t ,  he c o l l e c t e d  a 
group of  Nor the rn  Chinese  c a r p e n t e r s ,  s e t  up a small f a c t o r y ,  and 
began p roduc ing  c o p i e s  o f  Ming Dynasty f u r n i t u r e  t o  s e l l  i n  ex- 
c l u s i v e  d e c o r a t o r s ~ t o r e s  i n  many p a r t s  of t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  

S u p e r v i s i o n  of  h i s  small f a c t o r y  does  n o t  occupy a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  "S t "  t ime,  and he  h a s  found  i t  p o s s i b l e  i n  Hong Kong t o  
l i v e  a  l e i s u r e l y  e x i s t e n c e  which i s  a c l o s e  enough f a c s i m i l e  of h i s  
Peking  i d e a l  t o  s a t i s f y  him. He owns a small junk and  spends  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  on it. Few p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  know a s  much 
as t tSa does  a b o u t  Hong Kongts f l o a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  ove r  100,000 
who l i v e  on junks  and a r e  p o p u l a r l y  known--for some o b s c u r e  r e a s o n  
--as t h e  "egg people." 

*Tn -- Queen ' s  Road E a s t  f o l l o w s  a s e r p e n t i n e  r o u t e  
t h r o u g h  one of t h e  most  crowded a r e a s  of  Hong Kong, On b o t h  s i d e s  
of  t h e  s t r e e t ,  b u i l d i n g s  j u t  ove r  t h e  s i d e w a l k s  t o  form a r c a d e s  
which p r o v i d e  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  sun and  r a i n .  The ground f l o o r  
o f  each  , b u i l d i n g  i s  occup ied  By shops;  above a r e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s .  
It i s  a t y p i c a l l y- C a n t o n e s e  s t r e e t ,  f u l l  of c o l o r ,  noise ,  a n d  l i f e .  
Hanging o v e r  t h e  t h o r o u g h f a r e ' a r e  hundreds  of  m u l t i h u e d  s i g n s  and 
p l a c a r d s  b e a r i n g  Chinese  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  s t y l e  of  
c a l l i g r a p h y ;  above them f l a p  t h e  d r y i n g  l a u n d r y  of t h e  a r e a ' s  
t h o u s a n d s  of  i n h a b i t a n t s .  A t  a l m o s t  any t ime  of day  o r  n i g h t ,  a 
swarming mass o f  humanity p o u r s  th rough  t h e  a r c a d e s  and t h e  s t r e e t  
i t s e l f ;  t h e  sound of t h e i r  s w i s h i n g  s l i p p e r s  o r  h a r s h  wooden e l s g s  
hLends w i t h  s t r e e t  c r i e s ,  r a u c c u s  mahjong games, and honking  of 
h o r n s  t o  form a  c o n s t a n t  r o a r  of  background n o i s e *  A p e c u l i a r  b u t  
n o t  u n p l e a s a n t  aroma, formed by t h e  s m e l l s  o f  cooking  food,  i n -  
c e n s e ,  sweat ,  g a s o l i n e  fumes, and garbage ,  hangs  ove r  t h e  a r e a .  
And d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s s  of  s o  many human b e i n g s ,  t h e  mood o f  t h e  
s t r e e t  i s  a lways  c h e e r f u l ,  even gay, 

I n  t h e  middle  o f  Queen ' s  Road E a s t  t h e r e  i s  one i n t e r -  
l o p e r ,  a  Nor the rn  Chinese  r e s t a u r a k e u r  from T i e n t s i n  who spec-  
i a l i z e s  i n  Mongolian food. P r a c t i c a l l y  none of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
of t h e  s t r e e t  e a t s  t h e r e ;  "T1stt' c l i e n t e l e  i s  made up of  p e r s o n s  
who, l i k e  h i m s e l f ,  l e f t  North China when t h e  Communists came t o  
power. The p i a c e  - - d e  r 6 s i s t a n c e  a t  " T I s t f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s  r o a s t e d  
lamb: p a p e r - t h i n  s l i c e s  o f  men+, are cnoked o v c ?  an  open c h a r c o a l  



g r i l l ,  d i p p e d  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y - x i x e d  s a u c e  wh ich  i n c l u d e s  a 
dozen  i n g r e d i e n t s ,  a n d  e n c l o s e d  i n  a s o r t  o f  b i s c u i t  c o a t e d  w i t h  
sesame s e e d s .  

One by- produc t  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  C h i n a  h a s  b e e n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a u s t e r i t y  on t h e  m a i n l a n d  c a u s e d  a d l i g h t  o f  many cooks ,  f rom 
a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  which  h a s  h e l p e d  t o  make Hong Hone a 
gourmet t  s p a r a d i s e .  The c o l o n y  nors h a s  r e s t a u r a n t s  s e r v i n g  succu-  
l e n t  P e k i n g  duck ( t h e  s p e c i a l l y - f ~ d  f o w l  a r e  s h i p p e d  f rom Worth 
Ch ina  t o  Hong Kong),  p e p p e r y  Szechuan  food ,  r i c h  S h a n g h a i  d- ishes , '  
c o m p l i c a t e d  C a n t o n e s e  food ,  and a l rnos t  e v e r y  o t h e r  Chj-nese c u l i -  
n a r y  d i s c o v e r y ,  

A l though  "Tfl i s  an  o u t s i d e r  i n  Hong Kong, and  d o e s  n o t  
speak  t h e  l o c a l  d i a l e c t s  w e l l ,  he  h a s  managed t o  make a s u c c e s s  o f  
h i s  r e s t a u r a n t ,  e v e n  t hough  m a i n l a n d e r s  have  f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
compete  w i t h  t h e  shrewd C a n t o n e s e  i n  many o t h e r  l i n e s  of  b u s i n e s s .  
A s  t h e  o n l y  e x p o n e n t  o f  Mongol ian  f o o d  i n  Hong Kong, "Ttl  d o e s  n o t  
have  any  l o c a l  c o m p e t i t o r s .  

"U" -- The b u s i n e s s  h e a r t  o f  Hong Kong, l o c a t e d  on t h e  
c o l o n y t  s main  i s l a n d ,  c l o s e  by t h e  commuters1 f e r r y  t o  Kowloon, 
i s  made up o f  s e v e r a l  b l o c k s  o f  W e s t e r n i z e d  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  
Some o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  t a l l ,  modern,  and s t r e a m l i n e d ;  o t h e r s  
a r e  g r e y ,  g i n g e r b r e a d- e n c r u s t e d  b u i l d i n g s  which  m i g h t  b e s t  b e  
d e s c r i b e d  as " B r i t i s h  ~ o l o n i a l . ~ ~  f l U t s t v  o f f i c e  i s  i n  one o f  t h e  
modern b u i l d i n g s .  

A f t e r  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h  h i s  E r i t i s h  f i r m ,  
ltU1' i s  now manager  o f  t h e  Hong Kong branch- - a r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  
wh ich  p l a c e s  him n e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  economic h i e r a r c h y  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y ,  Al though  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom London p e r i o d i c a l l y  v i s i t  
Hong Kong t o  c h e c k  up on t h i n g s ,  t h e  home o f f i c e  i s  so  f a r  away 
t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  manager  i s  g i v e n  q u i t e  a l o t  o f  l e e w a y  i n  r u n n i n g  
h i s  own show. 

L i k e  a l m o s t  a l l  B r i t i s h  company managers  i n  Hong Kong, 
"U" h a s  a  s t a f f  i n  which  t h e  e x e c : l t i v e  and  m a n a g e r r a l  p o s t s  a r e  
f i l l e d  by B r i t i s h e r s ,  w h i l e  C h i n e s e  occupy  the o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  
and  make up t h e  n u m e r i c a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p a y r o l l ,  U n l i k e  q u i t e  
a few o f  h i s  f e l l o w  manage r s  who l i v e  i n  s o l e n d i d  i s o l a t i o n ,  l lU1t  
l i k e s  t h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  h a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  C h i n e s e  
b u s i n e s s  f r i e n d s  and  even-- on t h e  t e n n i s  cou r t - . *wi th  some o f  h i s  
emp loyees o  

T e n n i s  i s  a  p a s s i o n  w i t h  ' l U , l l  and  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  ap-  
p r o a c h i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  a g e  he  s t i l l  p l a y s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  game. Almost  
e v e r y  week end  h e  and h i s  w i f e ,  w i t h  a  h a l f - d o z e n  f r i e n d s ,  p l a y  
mixed d o u b l e s  a n d  have  t e a  a n d  s andwiches  a t  t h o  L a d i e s  R e c r e a t i o n  
C lub*  

S p o r t s- - o r  r a t h e r ,  llgarnes"--play a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
l i f e  of  t h e  p r e d o m i n x ? t l y - b u s i n e s s  B r i t i s h  community i n  Hong Kong, 
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S y m b o l i c a l l y ,  t h e  C r i c k e t  Club, w i t h  i t s  g r e e n  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  and 
lawn t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  o c c u p i e s  one o f  t h e  n o s t  v a l u a b l e  p i e c e s  of  
r e a l  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  co lony ,  a lmos t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t ,  The Yacht C l u b ' a n d  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  t h r e e  g o l f  c l u b s  a r e  
s o c i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a t h l e t i c  c e n t e r s ;  and f o r  o l d e r  men whose s p o r t s  
c o n s i s t  of p l a y i n g  c a r d s ,  r e a d i n g  a  book, o r  r e c l i n i n g  i n  a n  over-  
s t u f f e d  c h a i r ,  t h e  u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e  Hong Kong Club f i l l s  t h e  b i l l .  

I tUn and h i s  B r i t i s h  c o l l e a g u e s  l e a d  much l e s s  h e c t i c  
l i v e s  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  New Pork,  And when t h e y  r e a c h  r e -  
t i r e m e n t  age t h e y  go home; a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  b u s i -  
nessmen i n  Hong Kong a r e  t empora ry  r e s i d e n t s ,  even  if t h e y  l i v e  i n  
t h e  c o l o n y  f o r  20 o r  30 y e a r s .  

nV* -- W r i t e r s  i n  Hong gong a r e  among t h e  most p r o l i f i c  
i n  t h e  wor ld ,  They have t o  be,  b e c a u s e  payment i s  u s u a l l y  on a 
per-word b a s i s  and i s  so  low t h a t  a  w r i t e r  must g r i n d  o u t  thou-  
s a n d s  o f  words a month t o  e a r n  a  l i v i n g ,  Au thors t  f e e s  a t  p r e s e n t  
r a n g e  between $1.50 and $3.50 f o r  a thousand  words,  so a  f i c t i o n  
o r  a r t i c l e  w r i t e r  who h a s  a f a m i l y  must  produce  40,000 t o  50,000 
wosds a  month t o  g e t  a l o n g  f i n a n c i a l l y e  

"Vn i s  a p o p u l a r  newspaper c o l u m n i s t  i n  Hong Kong, He 
i s  now t u r n i n g  o u t  s i x  d a i l y  columns f o r  s i x  d i f f e r e n t  newspapers,  
and h i s  o u t p u t  sometimes i s  c l o s e  t o  10,008 words p e r  day. S i n c e  
no r e a l l y  p r a c t i c a l  Ch inese  t y p e w r i t e r  has  y e t  been i n v e n t e d ,  "Vn 
s u f f e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  from w r i t e r ' s  cramp, and o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e  t r i e s  
t o  w r i t e  by  moving t h e  p a p e r  under  h i s  pen  r a t h e r  t h a n  by manipu- 
l a t i n g  t h e  pen  i t s e l f .  

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  under  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of  hack 
w r i t i n g ,  v e r y  few a u t h ~ r s  i n  Hong Kong a r e  p roduc ing  a n y t h i n g  b u t  
second- ra te  columns, a r t i c l e s ,  and nove l s .  Chinese  a u t h o r s  i n  
t h e  c b l o n y  o p e r a t e  under  a n o t h e r  k i n d  of p r e s s u r e  t o o ;  t h e  p u b l i c  
t a s t e  demands s e n s a t i o n a l i s m  and  l i t e r a r y  t h r i l l s ,  and c a r e f u l  o r  
s e r i o u s  w r i t i n g  f i n d s  o n l y  a  v e r y  s m a l l  audience .  T h i s  i s  p a r-  
t i c u l a r l y  d i s t r e s s i n g  t o  some of t h e  r e f u g e e  a u t h o r s  from t h e  
mainland.  They would l i k e  t o  s e e  Hong Kong become a r e a l  p u b l i s h-  
i n g  and l i t e r a r y  c e n t e r  f o r  good Chinese  p e r i o d i c a l s  and books 
produced i n  an  a tmosphere  f r e e  from i d e o f  o g i e a l  c o n t r o l s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
h a s  been  l i t t l e  t o  n o u r i s h  t h e i r  hope t o  d a t e c  

A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  w r i t i n g  of a l l  k i n d s  i n  Bong Kong 
i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d ,  by e i t h e r  a n t i - C o m u n i  s t  o r  prs~Comrnunis% 
groups ,  A g r e a t  many p u b l i c a t i o n s  a r e  s u b s i d i z e d ,  and  o n l y  a few 
c a n  p a y  t h e i r  own way c o m p l e t e l y  from t h e  r e c e i p t s  of c i r c u l a t i q n  
and a d v e r t i s i n g .  The R r l t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  have t s i e d  t h e i r  b e s t  L o  
p r e v e n t  Hong Kong from becoming a wide-open c e n t e r  f o r  f r e e - f o r - a l l  
p ropaganda  c o m p e t i t i o n  between v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  g roups  and i d e o l o-  
g i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  have been  f a r  from c o m p l e t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  

There i s  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w r i t e r s  such  as 
l t V H  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  produce  reams o f  bad ly -  



w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  and t h a t  most of  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h e y  can w r i t e  
f o r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s e c t a r i a n  i n t e r e s t s  of t h o s e  sup- 
p o r t i n g  them. 

nWN -- The p r i n c i p a l  i n f l u e n c e  which keeps  a l l  extrem-  
i s t s - - w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  w r i t e r s ,  l a b o r  a g i t a t o r s ,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  o r-  
g a n i z e r s  (wha teve r  t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o l o r )- - w i t h i n  bounds i n  
Hong Kong i s  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e .  I n  t h e  view of many p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
co lony,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  t h e  p o l i c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  
of  c i v i l  government who r e a l l y  keep Hong Kong o p e r a t i n g .  

V I P  i s  a  B r i t i s h  member o f  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  i n  a n  
i n v e s t i g a t o r y  job. He sums up t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  how t o  cope  w i t h  
t h e  complex problems of l a w  and o r d e r  i n  Hong Kong q u i t e  s imply:  
g i v e  p e o p l e  as much rope  a s  you can ,  b u t  if t h e y  go t o o  f a r ,  hang 
them, f i g u r a t i v e l y  speaking .  T h i s  approach  seems t o  have been  r e-  
markably  s u c c e s s f u l ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s ,  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  
o r d e r  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  g r e a t  change and t e n s i o n .  On t h e  l a b o r  f r o n t ,  
f o r  example,  Communist l e a d e r s  and o r g a n i z e r s  have been a l lowed  t o  
o p e r a t e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  have n o t  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d l s t u r b  c o n d i t i o n s  
a p p r e c i a b l y ;  i f  such  a t h r e a t  h a s  appeared ,  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  
have been q u i e t l y  and s w i f t l y  d e p o r t e d  ove r  t h e  borde r .  There  i s  
no doub t  t h a t  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n s  have b e e n  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  whole i d e a  
of  'ldue p r o c e s s  o f  law," and t h e y  a r e  s t r o n g l y  c r i t i c i z e d  by some 
l o c a l  B r i t i s h e r s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n .  But e q u a l l y  t h e r e  i s  no doubt  
t h a t  t h e y  have p roved  t o  b e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  method o f  keep ing  o r d e r  
and d i s c o u r a g i n g  s u b v e r s i o n ,  and t h e y  a r e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  by 
many. B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s  have an i n t e r e s t i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r  
f l e x i b i l i t y  and f o r  a d j u s t i n g  a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e s  and p r a c t i c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n t o  s p e c i a l  f o r m u l a e  t o  meet un ique  l o c a l  s i t u -  
a t i o n s .  

The Hong Kong p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  composed o f  a b o u t  3,500 
w e l l - t r a i n e d  and smar t ly- uni formed Chinese under  a  h a n d f u l  of 
B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s ,  i s  an  e f f i c i e n t  body which must  d e a l  w i t h  i n -  
numerable  c o m p l i c a t e d  problems i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  normal  headaches  
o f  t r a f f i c  and cr ime.  The p o l i t i c a l  problem i s  o n l y  one o f  t h e s e .  
Another  i s  n a r c o t i c s .  A s  a major  t r a d e  c e n t e r ,  Hong Kong i s  a  
n a t u r a l  t r a n s s h i p m e n t  p o i n t  f o r  world-wide smuggling ne tworks  d e a l -  
i n g  i n  opium, h e r o i n ,  and morphine. The c o l o n y  p r o b a b l y  h a s  t h e  
m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n t i n a r c o t i c s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t ,  and  
l a s t  y e a r  897 opium d i v a n s  were s u c c e s s f u l l y  r a i d e d ,  a b o u t  580 
pounds of  opium and 25,000 grams of  h e r o i n  and morphine were s e i z e d ,  
and d rug  c o n v i c t i o n s  ave raged  ove r  1 6  a  day. 

P o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  such  a s  11Wn a r e e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  v e r s a t i l e ,  
i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  p a r t s  i n  t h e  machine which t r i e s  t o  cope  w i t h  a l l  
t h e s e  problems. A t  p r e s e n t  "Wn d e a l s  ~ 5 t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ;  
a t  any t i m e  he c o u l d  be  s h i f t e d  t o  en fo rcemen t  o f  t h e  opium laws ,  
p a r k i n g  problems,  o r  nchopperf i  murders.  



"X" -- The " m i d - l e v e l n  i s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  
Hong Kong, o n l y  h a l f w a y  up  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  nPeaktl  b u t  above  t h e  
crowded b u s i n e s s  a r e a s .  I n  huge mould- covered  h o u s e s  which have  
wide v e r a n d a s ,  and a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s t o n e  r e v e t m e n t s ,  l i v e  many 
of t h e  o l d  C h i n e s e  f a m i l i e s  o f  Hong Kong. Some o f  them a r e  l e a d -  
e r s  i n  t h e  community; o t h e r s  a r e  d e c a d e n t  s u r v i v a l s  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  
and  t i m e  h a s  p a s s e d  them by. 

"Xn  l i v e s  i n  a house  which  h a s  gone t o  s e e d  a n d  i s  
f u l l  o f  memories  o f  bygone days .  H i s  f a m i l y ,  once  w e a l t h y  and 
p r o m i n e n t ,  h a s  b e e n  a l l  b u t  d e s t r o y e d  b y  war, J a p a n e s e  o c c u p a t i o n ,  
f d l e n e s s ,  and  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  be tween  a  Wes te rn-  
e d u c a t e d  s o n  and  an o l d - f a s h i o n e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t r i a r c h .  When 
"X" r e t u r n e d  f rom s c h o o l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  B r i t a i n  o v e r  
t w e n t y  y e a r s  ago,  h e  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  f a t h e r  b u t  d i d  n o t  have  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  i ndependence .  R e b e l l i o n  p o i s o n e d  
r e l a t i o n s  be tween  s o n  a n d  f a t h e r ,  b u t  "Xn s t i l l  l i v e s  on  a n  a l-  
lowance  f rom t h e  f a m i l y  p a t r i a r c h ;  h e  r e s o l v e d  h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
p r o h l e m s  by  becoming a r e c l u s e .  

F o r  y e a r s ,  llX" h a s  l i v e d  i n  one l a r g e  c l u t t e r e d  room 
i n  t h e  o l d  f a m i l y  home, l e a v i n g  i t  o n l y  on  r a r e  o c c a s i o n s .  A 
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  room i s  p i l e d  h i g h  w i t h  unopened p e r i o d i c a l s  s e n t  
t o  him by  an e n t e r p r i s i n g  p r o p a g a n d a  agency  i n  t h e  c o l o n y .  The re  
i s  no c l o c k ;  when " X n  w a n t s  t o  know t h e  t i m e  h e  p e e r s  o u t  h i s  win-  
dow a t  a d i s t a n t  c l o c k  on a b u i l d i n g  f a r  below. 

" X n  h a s  no v o c a t i o n .  H i s  a v o c a t i o n  i s  w r i t i n g  w h i m s i c a l  
l i t t l e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  which  have  a d r e a m l i k e ,  o t h e r - w o r l d l y  q u a l i t y  
a b o u t  them. So f a r ,  none h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d .  

"Y" r r r  Not l o n g  ago  I h a d  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  a B r i t i s h  
b u s i n e s s m a n  who t o l d  me t h a t  a s  f a r  as h i s  company i s  c o n c e r n e d  
t r a d e  i s  n o t  bad. I m m e d i a t e l y  t h e r e a f t e r  I t a l k e d  w i t h  n Y n ;  h e  
s a i d  t r a d e  i s  t e r r i b l e .  

T h e r e  a r e  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of commerc i a l  f i r m s  
which  have  engaged  i n  t h e  Hong Kong-China t r a d e .  One i s  t h e  b i g  
f o r e i g n  company, w i t h  l a r g e  c a p i t a l  r e s e r v e s  and  wor ld- wide  con-  
t a c t s .  The o t h e r  i s  t h e  s m a l l  C h i n e s e  f i r m  which  i s  o p e r a t e d  on 
a s h o e s t r i ~ g ,  r e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h r o u g h  p e 6 s o n a l  f r i e n d s  a n d  
c o n t a c t s  on t h e  ma in l and .  It  i s  t h e  l a t t e r  t y p e ,  t o  which  " Y n  
b e l o n g s ,  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  h a r d e s t  h i t  by  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  Ch ina  
t r a d e  and b y  Communist t r a d i n g  methods.  

B e f o r e  t h e  Korean  War, " Y t s W  f i r m  e x p o r t e d  s i z a b l e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  p r e c i s i o n  i n s t r u m e n t s  and m a c h i n e s  t o  Ch ina ,  The 
u n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  War i m m e d i a t e l y  c u t  
o f f  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  many o f  t h e s e  i t e m s .  Then t h e  a d o p t i o n  b y  
C h i n e s e  s t a t e  t r a d i n g  a g e n c i e s  o f  methods  i n v o l v i n g  g r ' e a t  r i s k s  
f o r  s m a l l  t r a d e r s  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  l l Y 1 s n  company t o  d e a l  
e v e n  i n  p e r m i s s i b l e  goods ,  Whereas  some o f  t h e  b i g  f o r e i g n  firms 
met t h i - s  k i n d  o f  s i t u a t i o n  by s w i t c h i n g  t h e i r  t r a d e  t o  I n d o n e s i a ,  



MID-LEVEL 
"Huge mould-covered houses n  "Gleaming modern apartment b u i l d i n g s "  

n... ., c l a s s  o f  a t t r a c t i v e ,  s t y l i s h ,  Chinese womenn 

"Hong Kong. .a gourmett s p a r a d i s e w  " F l o a t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n . .  , . 
known.. . z s  egg  p e o p l e n  



Japan ,  and e l s e w h e r e ,  l lYn  a n d - h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  do n o t  have  any  good 
p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  e x c e p t  i n  Shangha i .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  
h a s  come a l m o s t  t o  a h a l t .  

If t h e  s i t u a t i o n  changed ,  "Yfl would i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t  
e x p o r t i n g  t o  m a i n l a n d  C h i n a  a g a i n ,  however.  He' i s  s t r o n g l y  op- 
p o s e d  t o  Communism, b u t  i n  h i s  mind p o l i t i c s  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do 
w i t h  t r a d e .  Trade  i s  h i s  r i c e  bowl. 

nZfl -- I know o f  no one more a l i v e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
"Who i s  Hong Kong?" t h a n  "2." Most p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  b e l o n g  
t o  some w e l l - d e f i n e d  g r o u p  and  c a r e  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r s .  I n  
many r e s p e c t s  Hong Kong i s  m e r e l y  a g e o g r a p h i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a 
s o c i a l  e n t i t y ;  t h e r e  i s  no u n i v e r s a l  bond  o f  common o u t l o o k  o r  
l o y a l t y  which  u n i t e s  e v e r y o n e ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  d o z e n s  
o f  s e p a r a t e  g r o u p s  wh ich  f u n c t i o n  a s  v i r t u a l l y  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  
communi t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  community. Can tonese ,  B r i t i s h e r s ,  
S h a n g h a i l a n d e r s ,  b o a t  p e o p l e ,  P o r t u g u e s e ,  Swatow p e o p l e ,  I n d i a n s ,  
N o r t h e r n  Ch inese ,  Americans- - each o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  t e n d s  t o  s t i c k  
t o g e t h e r  and t o  s e p a r a t e  f rom t h e  o t h e r s .  But  " Z , I r  a B r i t i s h  
c l e rgyman ,  i s  one  o f  t h o s e  who h a s  a  d e e p  c o n c e r n  f o r  p e o p l e ,  a l l  
p e o p l e ,  

nZ1l  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  s o  many s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
Hong Kong t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  e v e n  t o  m e n t i o n  them a l l .  Refugee 
h o u s i n g ,  boys ,  c l u b s ,  w o r k e r s '  s c h o o l s ,  h e a l t h  c l i n i c s ,  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  a n d  many s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t s ,  r e c e i v e  h i s  a c t -  
i v e  s u p p o r t .  He knows i n t i m a t e l y  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  s t r a t a  i n  t h e  c o l -  
ony, and  h e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  b o d i e s  and  s o u l s  of  them a l l .  

The c a r e s  and  p r o b l e m s  o f  Hong Kongls  p o p u l a t i o n  weigh  
h e a v i l y  upon H Z " ;  t h e y  a r e  e t c h e d  i n  t h e  l i n e s  wh ich  c r e a s e  h i s  
f r i e n d l y  f a c e .  He v i e w s  t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,  c o n f u s i o n ,  and s u f f e r i n g  
a round  him n o t  w i t h  t h e  d e t a c h e d  i n t e r e s t  o f  a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r  
b u t  w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  c o n c e r n  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Su r-  
r o u n d e d  b y  p o v e r t y ,  n Z V  l i v e s  f r u g a l l y ,  a l m o s t  a s c e t i c a l l y ,  I m -  
mer sed  i n  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y ,  he  s h a r e s  t h e  ~ ~ o r r i e s  o f  
t h e  g r e a t  and t h e  small. l l Z f s n  l a r g e  c a t h e d r a l  o f  E n g l i s h  G o t h i c  
i s  a  symbol  o f  t h e  g r a n d e u r  o f  t h e  Church,  b u t  h e  h i m s e l f  i s  a 
symbol  o f  i t s  h u m i l i t y  and i t s  c o n s c i e n c e ,  Itwho i s  Hong Kong?I1 
To I t Z , n  Hong Kong i s  a microcosm o f  p e o p l e  eve rywhere*  




