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The s t a t u s  of  t h e  l a r g e  Overseas  Chinese  m i n o r i t y  i n  
Tha i l and  p o s e s  some of t h e  most complex and i m p o r t a n t  problems,  
both  i n t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h a t  small, 
s t r a t e g i c  S o u t h e a s t  Asian  n a t i o n ,  

Although many of t h e  two t o  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  Chinese  who 
c o n s t i t u t e  abou t  one- e igh th  of T h a i l a n d ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  have 
undergone a s s i m i l a t i o n  and have sunk deep  r o o t s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  
of adop t ion ,  l a r g e  numbers of them have remained a  f o r e i g n  group 
wi th  c l o s e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and m a t e r i a l  t i e s  t o  t h e i r  Chinese  home- 
land.  The u n a s s i m i l a t e d  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  make up a  h i g h l y -  
o r g a n i z e d  a l i e n  e n c l a v e ,  and t h e y  have been i n v o l v e d  i n  a way 
d i s t r u b i n g  t o  t h e  Thai  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  movements c e n t e r e d  i n  China, 
The Chinese  as a  group a l s o  dominate  t h e  economy of T h a i l a n d ,  and 
t h e y  have s u e c e s s f u l l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h i s  dominance d e s p i t e  t h e  
e f f o r t s  of n a t i o n a l i s t i c  Thai  governments  t o  undermine o r  r educe  
it. 

The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  one which 
h a s  c r e a t e d  r e s e n t m e n t  and f e a r  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Thai ,  and it 
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  c o n t i n u i n g  s e r i e s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  and c o n t r o l  
measures  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  them. These measures ,  i n  t u r n ,  have 
i n c r e a s e d  r e sen tmen t  and f e a r  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese.  

The problems a r i s i n g  from t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  were sudden ly  
h i g h l i g h t e d  when t h e  Communists came t o  power i n  China i n  1949, 
and t h e y  have remained of major  conce rn ,  The e x i s t e n c e  of a  
powerfu l  Chinese government t o  t h e  n o r t h  and a  s t r o n g  Chinese  
Community w i t h i n  Tha i l and  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  Thai  f e a r s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  
of Overseas  Chinese and how i t  might  a f f e c t  T h a i l a n d ,  

The most p r e s s i n g  s h o r t - r u n  q u e s t i o n s  posed by t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  have been t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ones .  I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  how 
would t h e  Chinese r e a c t  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  and c o n t r o l  measures  
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  them? How do t h e y  f e e l  a b o u t  t h e  new Communist 
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government i n  Peking ,  and what i s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t ?  W i l l  
t h e y  become i n s t s u m e n t s  of Chinese  Communist i n f l u e n c e  and sub-  
v e r s i o n  i n  Tha i l and?  

The major  long- range  q u e s t i o n  a l s o  h a s  become more 
i m p o r t a n t .  W i l l  t h e  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  be a  permanent a l i e n  
group w i t h  a s t r a n g l e  h o l d  on t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  economic l i f e ,  o r  
w i l l  t h e y  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  and i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  
Tha i  s o c i e t y ?  A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  c a n  be  no f i n a l  answers  t o  t h e s e  
q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  month t h a t  I have j u s t  s p e n t  i n  T h a i l a n d  
I came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  s e v e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e n d s  c a n  now 
be  observed .  

PRESSURES O N  THE CHINESE I N  T H A I L A N D  

The Chinese  community i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  a m i n o r i t y  which 
f e e l s  t h a t  i t  i s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  many k i n d s  of u n r e a s o n a b l e  p r e s -  
s u r e s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  by t h e  r u l i n g  m a j o r i t y .  

Legal  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  Chinese  a r e  n o t  a new 
phenomenon, They began even  b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  of  1932, which 
c r e a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  monarchy i n  Tha i l and ,  and i n  
t h e  two decades  s i n c e  t h e n  t h e y  have s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d .  These 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  a p r o d u c t  of  Thai  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  and, as one p e r s o n  
' i n  Bangkok t o l d  me, " b e i n g  a n t i- C h i n e s e  i s  now v i r t u a l l y  a  p r e-  
r e q u i s i t e  f o r  p l a y i n g  a  p a r t  i n  Thai  p o l i t i c s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of 
o n e ' s  p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  toward  t h e  ChineseOt1  I r o n i c a l l y ,  some o f  
t h e  most  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s p o n s o r s  o f  a n t i- C h i n e s e  measures  have been  
p e r s o n s  o f  Ch inese  e x t r a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o f f i c i a l s  who 
implement  t h e s e  measures  m a i n t a i n  f r i e n d l y  p e r s o n a l  o r  b u s i n e s s  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  Chinese.  Ant i- Chinese  p o l i c i e s  i n  
T h a i l a n d  a r e  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  an  e x p r e s s i o n  of  any deep- sea ted  
r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  o r  an imos i ty ;  t h e y  a r e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  measures  
aimed a t  r e d u c i n g  t h e  economic power and c u l t u r a l  s o l i d i t y  of a 
s t r o n g ,  e n e r g e t i c ,  and c a p a b l e  m i n o r i t y .  The Thai  o f f i c i a l l y  
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e i r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a n t i- C h i n e s e ,  
s i n c e  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  a l l  a l i e n s ;  b u t  t h i s  argument i s  n o t  t a k e n  
s e r i o u s l y  b y  many peop le ,  s i n c e  most  of  t h e  a l l e n s  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  
Chinese ,  and t h e  Thai  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  c l e a r l y  aimed a t  t h e  
Chinese .  

One might  have expec ted ,  i n  v iew of t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  Tha i  would e a s e  t h e i r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  c a u s e s  f o r  r e s e n t m e n t  
and t o  win Chinese  s u p p o r t  i n t e r n a l l y .  T h i s  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  p l a c e .  
I n s t e a d ,  n o t  o n l y  have e x i s t i n g  measures  of  a r e s t r i c t i v e  n a t u r e  
been m a i n t a i n e d  b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s o c i a l ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l  
p o l i c i e s  f o l l o w e d  by  t h e  Goaernment of  T h a i l a n d  have a c t u a l l y  i n -  
c r e a s e d  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  on t h e  Chinese  community. The Tha i  a r e  now 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  keep  t h e  Chinese  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  w i t h i n  T h a i l a n d  and 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  t o  f o r c e  them t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  
China, t o  a v o i d  a c t i v e  involvement  i n  Chinese  p o l i t i c s ,  and t o  
a s s i m i l a t e .  



The r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  c o n t r o l s ,  and p r e s s u r e s  on t h e  Chinese  
i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  s o  numerous t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  even  t o  l i s t  
them a l l  i n  a  b r i e f  space ,  They f a l l  i n t o  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a l  c a t e -  
gor2es.  Many, i n c l u d i n g  p o l i c i e s  of  n a t i o n a l i z i n g  t r a d e  and 
r e s t r i c t i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s  open t o  a l i e n s ,  a r e  c l e a r l y  economic i n  
m o t i v a t i o n .  O the r s ,  such  as t h e  Thai  i m m i g r a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  
p o l i c i e s ,  a i m  a t  f o r c e d  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  r e c e n t  c i t i z e n s h i p  
l a w s  appea r  t o  have t h e  somewhat c o n t r a d i c t o r y  purpose  of making 
i t  h a r d e r  f o r  Chinese  t o  become Thai ,  Some, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a r r e s t s ,  
d e p o r t a t i o n s ,  and r e s i d e n c e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  Chinese,  a r e  
p o l i t i c a l  measures ,  A few, such  as r e g u l r t i o n s  on t r a v e l  and 
r e m i t t a n c e s  t o  China, r e p r e s e n t  e f f o r t s  %o r e d u c e  c o n t a c t s  between 
Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  and i n  Communist China. And measures  such  as 
t h e  i n c r e a s e  of  a l i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  seem t o  be  m o t i v a t e d  
s imply  by  a d e s i r e  t o  t a k e  f i n a n c i a l  advan tage  of t h e  members of 
a m i n o r i t y  group and p e n a l i z e  them f o r  b e i n g  a l i e n s ,  

-< 

E C O N O M I C  RESTRICTIONS, CONTROLS, AND LEVIES 

The economic r e s t r i c t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  Chinese  t a k e  
numerous forms,  Some a r e  n o t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t .  For  example, 
Chinese  b u s i n e s s e s  and shops  have Thai  t r a n s l a t i o n s  on t h e i r  s i g n-  
boards ,  because  t h e  f e e  cha rged  on a  s i g n  w r i t t e n  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  
a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  i s  h igh .  And a c c o r d i n g  t o  law, a l l  b u s i n e s s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  must keep  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  i n  t h e  Thai  l a n g u a g e ,  More 
i m p o r t a n t  a r e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l a n d  ownership ,  No a l i e n  
Chinese  may now a c q u i r e  l a n d  ( t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  was n o t  made r e t r o -  
a c t i v e  when i t  was p a s s e d  a decade  ago, however, s o  i t  d i d  n o t  end 
a l l  Chinese l a n d  ownership) ,  and t h i s  l aw i s  sometimes a p p l i e d  even  
t o  second- genera t ion  Chinese  who a r e  Thai  c i t i z e n s ,  Laws have been  
p a s s e d  ( b u t  n o t  s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d )  r e q u i r i n g  a l l  companies  o f  
c e r t a i n  t y p e s  i n  T h a i l a n d  t o  have  p e r s o n s  o f  Thai  n a t i o n a l i t y  as 
a minimum p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e i r  employees,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  some occu-  
p a t i o n s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  have been  b a r r e d  t o  a l i e n s ,  I n  1942 a  
d e c r e e  l i s t e d  27  such r e s t r i c t e d  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  l i s t  h a s  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  been  r educed ,  A t  p r e s e n t ,  a l i e n s  a r e  b a r r e d  from 
commercial  d r i v i n g  of  samlor s  (b i cyc le- drawn  r i c k s h a s )  and motor-  
c y c l e s  o r  au tomobi l e s ,  r i c e  f a rming ,  s a l t  manufac tu re ,  h a i r c u t t i n g ,  
Tha i  t y p e s e t t i n g ,  making l a c q u e r  o r  n i e l l o  ( o x i d i z e d  s i l v e r )  ware,  
and manufac tu r ing  images  of t h e  ~ u d d r  

These l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  have h u r t  some Chinese,  b u t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  t h e y  have i n  p r a c t i c e  been  more i r r i t a t i n g  t h a n  
damaging t o  t h e  Chinese  community a s  a whole, I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  
t h e y  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  a l i e n s ,  and many Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  h o l d  
Tha i  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  Also, t h e  Ch inese  a r e  s k i l l f u l  a t  evad ing  such  
laws ,  f o r  example by r e g i s t e r i n g  l a n d  o r  b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  
t h e  name of  Thai  n a t i o n a l s ,  Most i m p o r t a n t ,  however, i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  app ly  m a i n l y  t o  economic a c t i v i t i e s  of  
r e l a t i v e l y  minor s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  t h e y  do n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  dominant 
Chinese  p o s i t i o n  i n  r i c e  and t e a k  m i l l i n g ,  o r  i n  t h e  o t h e r  ma jo r  
f i e l d s  of t r a d e ,  f i n a n c e ,  manufac ture ,  o r  l a b o r ,  The Government 
of T h a i l a n d  would l i k e  t o  have Thai  o b t a i n  c o n t r o l  of many more 



economic e n t e r p r i s e s ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  
s o  a t  p r e s e n t ,  and l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  end i s  i n e v i t a b l y  r a t h e r  
i n e f f e c t i v e ,  

The l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  
measures  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  Chinese  economica l ly ,  however. Anti-Chinese 
p o l i c i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  by members of  t h e  govern-  
ment a r e  more ha rmfu l  t h a n  laws.  Many government b o d i e s  and 
o f f i c i a l s  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  Chinese  i n  e v e r y  way f e a s i b l e ,  b o t h  
i n  t h e i r  employment p o l i c i e s  and i n  c o n t r a c t s  o r  p u r c h a s e s  which 
t h e y  make. 

Most ha rmfu l  t o  t h e  Chinese ,  however, have been  t h e  
e f f o r t s  of t h e  Government of T h a i l a n d  t o  move toward  n a t i o n a l i z a -  
t i o n  of t r a d e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  major  p r o d u c t s .  These e f f o r t s  
have s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  Chinese  p o s i t i o n  i n  r i c e  and t e a k ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  e x p o r t  of t h e s e  p r o d u c t s ,  which a r e  major  s o u r c e s  
of Chinese  wea l th .  

Although t h e  Thai  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  r u n  a few r i c e  and 
t e a k  m i l l s  t hemse lves ,  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  o f  n a t i o n a l i a a t i o n  p rove  t o  
be--on c l o s e  examina t ion- - no t  r e a l l y  a n  e f f e c t i v e  e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  
t h e  a c t u a l  conduc t  of  key  economic a c t i v i t i e s  o u t  of Chinese  hands,  
b u t  r a t h e r  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  Chinese  b i g  b u s i n e s s  under  bureau-  
c r a t i c  c o n t r o l  and t o  l e v y  l a r g e  c o n c e a l e d  o r  i n d i r e c t  t a x e s  upon 
i t ,  

Government p o l i c i e s  toward  t h e  r i c e  t r a d e ,  which i s  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  Thai  economy, p r o v i d e  a  good example of  t h i s ,  
The Government of T h a i l a n d  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  r i c e  
t r a d e ,  b u t  i t s  e f f o r t s  have r e a l l y  a f f e o t e d  o n l y  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  
e x p o r t .  The h a n d l i n g  of  r i c e  w i t h i n  Thai land-- from t h e  t i m e  i t  
l e a v e s  t h e  f a r m e r s '  b i n s  u n t i l  i t  i s  m i l l e d  and r e a d y  f o r  s a l e - -  
i s  s t i l l  done a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  by  Chinese,  and r e t a i l i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  C h i n e s e- c o n t r o l l e d ,  Only t h e  e x p o r t  of 
r i c e  i s  " n a t i o n a l i z e d n ;  and even  h e r e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  p r o v e s  t o  b e  
a  d e v i c e  f o r  t h e  government t o  o b t a i n  l a r g e  r e v e n u e s  and p r o f i t s  
from t h e  t r a d e ,  w i t h o u t  t o  any  g r e a t  e x t e n t  t a k i n g  o v e r  t h e  a c t u a l  
h a n d l i n g  of t h e  r i c e ,  which r emains  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  hands  of  
Chinese  m i l l e r s  and e x p o r t e r s ,  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  Thai  Government 's  
t r a d i n g  t r a n s a c t i o n s  i n  r i c e  a r e  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  p a p e r  t r a n s -  
a c t i o n s .  Some r i c e  i t  c o n t r a c t s  t o  s e l l  t o  f o r e i g n  governments;  
on t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s  i t  makes more t h a n  100- per- cent  p r o f i t ,  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of i t s  f o r e i g n  exchange r e g u l a t i o n s  and t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h e  h i g h  p r i c e s  i t  c h a r g e s  t o  f o r e i g n  buyer s  and t h e  low 
p r i c e s  it f o r c e s  Chinese  bus inessmen t o  a c c e p t  f o r  t h e i r  r i c e ,  A s  
inducement  t o  o b t a i n  r i c e  f o r  government- to-government t r a n s -  
a c t i o n s ,  i t  g i v e s  o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n s e s  t o  Chinese businessmen 
f o r  p r i v a t e  e x p o r t s ;  t o  make up t h e i r  l o s s e s  i n  government s a l e s ,  
t h e s e  bus inessmen have had  t o  r a i s e  e x p o r t  p r i c e s  on p r i v a t e  s a l e s  
ab road  t o  such  a  h i g h  l e v e l  t h a t  e x p o r t s  have  been l i m i t e d  and 
m a r k e t s  have d e c l i n e d ,  

One e f f e c t  of  p r e s e n t  government r i c e  p o l i c i e s  h a s  been  



t h e  s i p h o n i n g  o f f  i n t o  t h e  t r e a s u r y ,  o r  i n t o  o f f i c i a l s 1  p o c k e t s ,  
of a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of p r o f i t s  f rom t h e  r i c e  e x p o r t  t r a d e ,  
t h e r e b y  s e r i o u s l y  h u r t i n g  Chinese  b i g  b u s i n e s s  i n  a  d i r e c t  way. 
Another e f f e c t  h a s  been t o  keep r i c e  e x p o r t  p r i c e s  s o  h i g h  t h a t  a  
s i z a b l e  amount of T h a i l a n d l s  r i c e  s u r p l u s  h a s  remained  unsold.  
T h i s  h a s  h u r t  t h e  c o u n t p y l s  e n t i r e  economy b u t  h a s  s t r u c k  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  ha rd  a t  t h e  Chinese  who compr i se  most o f  Thai land1.s  commercial  
community. It i s  n o t  o n l y  b i g  b u s i n e s s  which h a s  been  h u r t ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  because  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  i n  t h e  r i c e  b u s i n e s s  h a s  f i l t e r e d  
downward and touched  a lmos t  e v e r y  shopkeeper .  

Need les s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  d i s l i k e  a l l  of 
t h e s e  measures  and p o l i c i e s  which harm t h e i r  economic p o s i t i o n ;  
b u t  even more t h e y  r e s e n t  c e r t a i n  Thai  a c t i o n s  which seem t o  b e  
mot iva ted  l e s s  by economic n a t i o n a l i s m  t h a n  b y  a  d e s i r e  mere ly  t o  
squeeze  t h e  Chinese  community. 

One t h i n g  which h u r t s  many Chinese  i s  t h e  a l i e n  r e g i s t r a -  
t i o n  f e e ,  p a y a b l e  a n n u a l l y  by e a c h  a l i e n  o v e r  1 2  y e a r s  of age. 
U n t i l  1952 t h e  f e e  was o n l y  B 20.90 (U.S.$ 1.00 e q u a l s  Baht 21.00 
t o  Baht 22,00) ,  b u t  t h e n  i t  was s u d d e n l y  r a i s e d  t o  B 400,900. 
T h i s  f e e ,  amounting t o  a lmos t  U.S.$ 20, may n o t  seem v e r y  l a r g e ,  
b u t  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a heavy burden  on a poor  Chinese  w i t h  a l i e n  
s t a t u s .  For  example, a workman w i t h  a f a m i l y  i n c l u d i n g  a  w i f e  and 
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  h a s  t o  pay  a lmos t  U.S.$ 1 0 0  a  year--which may be 
one- four th  o r  more of h i s  t o t a l  i ncome- - jus t  t o  l i v e  i n  Thai land .  
I n  f a c t ,  many a r e  u n a b l e  t o  pay  i t - - t h e  Tha i  p o l i c e  s t a t e  t h a t  
l a s t  y e a r  t h e y  c o l l e c t e d  $ 114 m i l l i o n  from t h e  f e e ,  which would 
mean t h a t  o n l y  285,000 a l i e n s  p a i d ;  and t h e i r  t a r g e t  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ,  
B 184  m i l l i o n ,  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  f e e s  from l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  
of a l l  r e g i s t e r e d  a l i e n s .  Those who c a n n o t  pay  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  
c o n t i n u a l  ha ras smen t  b y  t h e  p o l i c e  and l i v e  under  t h e  t h r e a t  of 
imprisonment  o r  d e p o r t a t i o n .  The f i n a n c i a l  burden, f u r t h e r m o r e ,  
i s  f e l t  n o t  o n l y  by  t h e  poor  b u t  a l s o  i n d i r e c t l y  by much of t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  Chinese community. The head o f  t h e  community- supported 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce s a y s  t h a t  t h e  problem of h e l p i n g  o u t ,  
o r  f i n d i n g  g u a r a n t o r s  f o r ,  Chinese  i n  t r o u b l e  because  of i n a b i l i t y  
t o  pay t h e  f e e  i s  h i s  major  problem, and t h a t  t h e  Chamber of  
Commerce must d e a l  w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred  such c a s e s  e a c h  month. I n  
t h e  minds of  t h e  Chinese  t h e r e  seems t o  be l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  such an u n r e a s o n a b l y  heavy f e e ;  i t  i s  r e g a r d e d  m e r e l y  as a 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  l e v y  t o  i n c r e a s e  r evenue  and t o  b r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
money i n  f o r  t h e  Thai  p o l i c e .  

Dea l ings  w i t h  o f f i c i a l s  and p o l i c e  a r e  t h e  c a u s e  of 
c o n s t a n t  f i n a n c i a l  d r a i n  a s  w e l l  as p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h a r a s s m e n t  t o  
a l l  Chinese i n  most o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Tha i  o f f i c i a l d o m  e x t e n d s  
i t s  c o n t r o l s  and i n t e r f e r e n c e  everywhere,  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o r r u p t i o n  
i s  now s o  e x t e n s i v e  and open t h a t  i t  h a s  become v i r t u a l l y  an 
a c c e p t e d  p a r t  of t h e  normal p a t t e r n  of t h i n g s ,  and t h e  Chinese  
a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  f a i r  game by Thai  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  any squeeze  t h a t  
c a n  be  a p p l i e d  t o  them. A s  a  consequence,  t h e  Chinese must g i v e  
b r i b e s ,  g i f t s ,  and p a y o f f s  t o  c a r r y  on a lmos t  a11 o f  t h e i r  normal  
b u s i n e s s  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Some o b s e r v e r s  i n  T h a i l a n d  s a y  



t h a t  t h e  Chinese  have c o r r u p t e d  Tha i  o f f i c i a l d o m ;  t h i s  may b e  t h e  
c a s e ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  Chinese  who a r e  now t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v i c t i m s  of 
t h e  c o r r u p t i o n ,  Al though Ch inese  c o n t i n u e  t o  dominate  t h e  Tha i  
ecohomy, t h e  Government o f  T h a i l a n d  and i t s  o f f i c i a l s  a r e  drawing 
o f f  an  e v e r  l a r g e r  s h a r e  of  t h e  p r o f i t s  of Chinese  e n t e r p r i s e .  

EFFORTS TO FORCE ASSIMILATION 

A g r e a t  many Overseas  Chinese  i n  Tha i l and ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  
i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia, h'ave a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  Chinese  c u l t u r e  
and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  The Tha i  have r e s e n t e d  t h i s  Chinese  t e n d e n c y  
t o  r ema in  d i s t i n c t i v e  and a l i e n .  

Apar t  f rom t h e  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  f a m i l y  i t s e l f ,  
t h e  main i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a s i s  on  which t h e  Chinese  have t r i e d  t o  
m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  as a  s e p a r a t e  community h a s  b e e n  t h e i r  sys tem 
o f  p r iva te ly- owned  Chinese  s c h o o l s .  (The l a r g e s t  and b e s t  s c h o o l s  
a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by  Chinese  community a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  b u t  some a r e  
p r i v a t e l y  f i n a n c e d  a s  b u s i n e s s  v e n t u r e s . )  T h i s  s c h o o l  sys tem h a s  
been  t h e  main t a r g e t  of Thai  p o l i c i e s  aimed a t  f o r c i n g  t h e  a s s i m i-  
l a t i o n  of Chinese ,  p o l i c i e s  which have deve loped  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s  when t h e  number of  Chinese  s c h o o l s  grew r a p i d l y  
and t h e i r  c u r r i c u l a  became t i n g e d  w i t h  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  Chinese  
t h o u g h t .  

The Government of T h a i l a n d  h a s  r e s t r i c t e d  Chinese  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l i n g  more t h a n  any  o t h e r  government i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia ,  
and t h e  Chinese  b a t t l e  t o  p r e s e r v e  a  s e p a r a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys t em 
f o r  i t s  c h i l d r e n  h a s  been  a  l o s i n g  one, 

The f i r s t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed by  t h e  Thai  were d e s i g n e d  
t o  a l t e r  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  Chinese  s c h o o l s ,  by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  
t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  p a s s  e x a m i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Tha i  l anguage ,  t h a t  t h e i r  
i n s t r u c t i o n  b e  i n  Thai  e x c e p t  f o r  f o r e i g n- l a n g u a g e  s t u d y ,  t h a t  
t h e i r  s t a f f s  i n c l u d e  T h a i  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  s y l l a b i  con-  
form to- government r e g u l a t i o n s ,  L a t e r  t h e  Thai  began t o  c l o s e  
Chinese  s c h o o l s  on v a r i o u s  grounds ,  i n c l u d i n g  c h a r g e s  t h a t  t h e y  
were evad ing  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  

The s e v e r i t y  of  t h e s e  measures  h a s  v a r i e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
p e r i o d s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  decades ,  however,  The Thai  c r a c k e d  
down h a r d  once i n  t h e  e a r l y  f 3 0 t s  and a g a i n  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 3 0 ' s .  
Then d u r i n g  t h e  war t h e y  took  d r a s t i c  s t e p s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  Chinese  
s c h o o l  e n t i r e l y .  By 1 9 4 1  t h e  Government had c l o s e d  a l l  Chinese  
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  and by  1944 a l l  Chinese p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  A f t e r  
t h e  war, t h e r e  was a s p e c t a c u l a r  r e v i v a l  of t h e s e  s c h o o l s  f o r  a  
w h i l e ,  and a t  one t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  immediate  pos twar  p e r i o d  t h e  
number o f  Chinese  s c h o o l s  i n  T h a i l a n d  was w e l l  o v e r  t h e  400 mark. 
Then t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and c l o s i n g s  began a g a i n ;  t h e  l a s t  middle  
s c h o o l  was c l o s e d  i n  1949, and t h e  number of p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  
a l lowed  h a s  been  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  l i m i t e d .  

S t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  t h e  Ch inese- suppor t ed  s c h o o l s  now 



r ema in ing  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  Chinese  s c h o o l s  a t  a l l .  
Although p r i v a t e l y  s u p p o r t e d  by  Chinese  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and a t t e n d e d  
by Chinese  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  t e a c h  t h e  same c o u r s e s  as Thai  s c h o o l s ,  
and i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n  Thai- - except  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a l lowed  t o  i n -  
c l u d e  t h e  Chinese  l a n g u a g e  f o r  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  h o u r s  p e r  week. 
(Most s c h o o l s  t e a c h  - kuo yu, o r  Mandarin, b u t  a  few t e a c h  l o c a l  
d i a l e c t s . )  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e y  a r e  mere ly  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  which a r e  
a l lowed  t o  i n c l u d e  Chinese  as a  f o r e i g n  language .  A t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  
may d e v o t e  up t o  a  maximum of t e n  h o u r s  a week t o  t h e  Ch inese  
language ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  encouraged t o  t e a c h  l e s s ,  and i f  t h e y  l i m i t  
t h e  t ime  t o  s i x  h o u r s  t h e y  c a n  o b t a i n  a government subs idy .  A 
l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  a r e  Thai ,  and 
t h e  Tha i  p r i n c i p a l s- - w h i c h  a l l  s c h o o l s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  have  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  Chinese  p r i n c i p a l s - - a r e  b e i n g  used  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  s c h o o l s  more t i g h t l y .  

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s i n g l e  Chinese  midd le  s c h o o l  
o r ,  n e e d l e s s  t o  say,  any Chinese  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  i n  
a l l  o f  Tha i l and ,  and t h e r e  a r e  now l e s s  t h a n  200 Chinese  p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l s  (which have  4 g r a d e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  between t h e  a g e s  of 7  
and 1 4 ) .  According  t o  t h e  Chinese  Embassy i n  Bangkok, t h e  c u r r e n t  
l e g a l  l i m i t  on t h e  number o f  Chinese  s c h o o l s  i s  8 each  f o r  t h e  2 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  which make up t h e  c i t y  o f  Bangkok and 2 e a c h  i n  
T h a i l a n d ' s  71  chan  wads o r  p r o v i n c e s .  The Tha i  have a l lowed  t h e  
number t o  exceed  --f-"-- t e s e  c e i l i n g s  i n  some a r e a s ,  b u t  p e r i o d i c  
c l o s i n g s  b r i n g  t h e  number c o n s t a n t l y  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  l e g a l  l i m i t .  

A l l  o f  t h i s  means t h a t  Chinese  c h i l d r e n  now a t t e n d i n g  
s c h o o l  i n  T h a i l a n d  do n o t  g e t  a  f o r m a l  Chinese  e d u c a t i o n ,  They 
do n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  o b t a i n  even  a  good working knowledge o f  e i t h e r  
Mandarin o r  t h e  Chinese  w r i t t e n  language;  Chinese  e d i t o r s  i n  
Bangkok say ,  f o r  example,  t h a t  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  a p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  
which t e a c h e s  o n l y  t e n  h o u r s  of  Chinese  a  week c a n n o t  r e a l l y  r e a d  
a Chinese newspaper.  A few w e a l t h y  Chinese  t r y  t o  remedy t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  by employing p r i v a t e  t u t o r s - - o r  by  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  c h i l -  
d ren  t o  Chinese s c h o o l s  i n  Penang, S ingapore ,  o r  Hong Kong--and a 
few s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  China f o r  e d u c a t i o n ;  b u t  a l m o s t  a l l  of  t h e  
younger g e n e r a t i o n  now r e c e i v e  a b a s i c a l l y  Thai  e d u c a t i o n  and 
r e c e i v e  o n l y  a s c a n t y  knowledge o f  Chinese  ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  spoken 
form o f  t h e i r  f a m i l y ' s  n a t i v e  d i a l e c t  which t h e y  may p i c k  up a t  
home). A t  p r e s e n t  one c a n  s t i l l  t r a v e l  from t h e  s o u t h  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  of Thai land ,  a s  I have j u s t  done, and everywhere f i n d  
Mandarin- speaking C h i n e s e- - e s p e c i a l l y  p e r s o n s  between t h e  a g e s  of 
20-25 and 30-40 ( t h e  p e r i o d s  when middle  s c h o o l s  o p e r a t e d  i n  
Tha i l and  were t h e  y e a r s  1933-1941 and 194S-l949)--but  i f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  soon t h i s  w i l l  no l o n g e r  b e  t r u e .  
T h i s  c a u s e s  g r e a t  conce rn  t o  t h o s e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Chinese  com- 
munity i n  Bangkok who f e a r  and  r e s i s t  a s s i m i l a t i o n  and b e l i e v e ,  
r i g h t l y ,  t h a t  Chinese e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  s u r e s t  way of m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  and s o l i d a r i t y  as a  s o c i a l  group. 

C o n t r o l  of e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  measure adop ted  
by t h e  Tha i  t o  t r y  t o  f o r c e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of t h e  Chinese.  Another  
major move h a s  been c o n t r o l  of  immigra t ion ,  



L a r g e- s c a l e  immigra t ion  of Chinese  i n t o  T h a i l a n d  began 
i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  By mid- cen tu ry  i t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l a r g e  f low;  
a b o u t  15,000 came i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n n u a l l y  from 1840 t o  1850,  
During t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  t h e  immigran t s  were m o s t l y  men, and many 
o f  them m a r r i e d  Thai  women, t h e r e b y  p r o d u c i n g  a l a r g e  number of  
S ino- Thai  c h i l d r e n ,  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  r a t e  o f  
i m m i g r a t i o n  k e p t  i n c r e a s i n g ,  and more women came w i t h  t h e  men, 
I n  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1918 t o  1929, f o r  example, t h e  n e t  Ch inese  
i m m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  T h a i l a n d  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  have been LOO, 000. 
T h i s  l a r g e  and i n c r e a s i n g  f l o w  was i n t e r r u p t e d  d u r i n g  World War 11; 
then ,  immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  war, t h e r e  was a b i g  upsurge  of  i m m i -  
g r a t i o n  a g a i n ,  One e s t i m a t e  p l a c e s  t h e  number of  Chinese  i m m i -  
g r a n t s  a t  34,000 f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  January-August  1946. When 
I was i n  T h a i l a n d  i n  1947,  o f f i c i a l s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  100,000 
Chinese  had come t o  T h a i l a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r  and a  h a l f  a f t e r  
September 1945. I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  immigra t ion  was l a r g e  enough t o  
a l a r m  Thai  o f f i c i a l s  and t o  l e a d  them t o  s t a r t  c o n t r o l l i n g  it. 
I n  May 19k7, t h e  Government of  T h a i l a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  Chinese  i m m i -  
g r a t i o n  t o  10,000 a n n u a l l y ;  and a y e a r  l a t e r ,  i n  1948, t h e y  
r e d u c e d  t h e  q u o t a  t o  200 a n n u a l l y ,  i n  e f f e c t  e n d i n g  t h e  f l o w  of 
Chinese  i m m i g r a t i o n  a s  i t  had t a k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
c e n t u r y ,  

The q u o t a  of  200 a  y e a r  i s  s t i l l  i n  f o r c e .  Ch inese  i n  
Tha i l and ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  s a y  t h a t  a  q u o t a  number i s  now s o  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  g e t  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  must  pay  c l o s e  t o  B 40,000 t o  be l e t  i n .  The 
Tha i  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  t h a t  o n l y  a  few w e a l t h y  Chinese  come i n  under  
t h e  quo ta ,  and t h e y  s t a t e  t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  a c t u a l  number of 
q u o t a  immigran t s  t o t a l e d  o n l y  150, o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of  t h e  low 
l e g a l  l i m i t ,  There  may be  a  few i l l e g a l  immigran t s ,  b u t  f o r  a l l  
p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  t h e  l a r g e  f low of Chinese  immigran t s  which h a s  
been go ing  on d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  hundred  y e a r s  h a s  now been  h a l t e d ,  
a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .  

The o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  Government of  T h a i l a n d  i n  f o l l o w i n g  
i t s  p r e s e n t  i m m i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y  i s  o b v i o u s l y  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  
Chinese  p o p u l a t i o n  as i t  now s t a n d s  and t h e n  s l o w l y  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  
i t  i n t o  t h e  Thai  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

Recent  changes  i n  T h a i l a n d ' s  c i t i z e n s h i p  laws a r e  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t t s  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  a iming a t  assimi- 
l a t i n g  t h e  Chinese,  however. U n t i l  l a s t  y e a r  anyone born  i n  
T h a i l a n d- - r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c i a l  background-- held Tha i  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  
u n l e s s  he  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e j e c t e d  i t  by r e g i s t e r i n g  a s  an a l i e n ,  
Thus, a 1 1  Chinese  b o r n  i n  T h a i l a n d  h e l d  Thai  c i t i z e n s h i p .  (These 
same Chinese  a l s o  h e l d ,  and s t i l l  ho ld ,  Chinese  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  
because  Chinese  p o l i c y  h a s  been  t o  r e g a r d  a l l  p e r s o n s  of Chinese  
e x t r a c t i o n  as c i t i z e n s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of  p l a c e  of  b i r t h . )  It was 
a l s o  n o t  e x c e s s i v e l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a Chinese  immigrant  t o  become 
n a t u r a l i z e d  a s  a Thai. 

L a s t  y e a r ,  however, a new c i t i z e n s h i p  l a w  w a s  p a s s e d  



r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  h e n c e f o r t h  b i r t h  i n  Tha i l and  would n o t  be enough 
t o  a c q u i r e  Thai  c i t i z e n s h i p . ;  now one p a r e n t  must  be a Tha i  c i t i -  
zen--which means t h a t  a p e r s o n  born  i n  T h a i l a n d  of Chinese  p a r e n t s ,  
n e i t h e r  o f  whom h o l d s  Tha i  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  i s  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a  
Thai ,  The mot ive  behind t h i s  new l a w  o b v i o u s l y  i s  t o  make t h e  
l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a l i e n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  as many p u r e  
Chinese as p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  i t  seems r a t h e r  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
T h a i ' s  b a s i c  aim o f  t u r n i n g  t h e  Chinese  i n t o  Thai.  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  t endency  o f  Tha i  p o l i c y  now i s  t o  
t r y  t o  f o r c e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of t h e  Chinese,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h r o u g h  
immigra t ion  and e d u c a t i o n  laws, and t h i s  p o l i c y  makes t h e  Ch inese  
community f e e l  under  r e a l  p r e s s u r e  and f e e l  d e f e n s i v e  a b o u t  i t s  
s u r v i v a l  a s  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  group. 

FJEAKENING - TIES W I T H  C H I N A  

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Overseas  Chinese  as a group have n o t  
o n l y  t r i e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y  abroad ,  
b u t  t h e y  have a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and 
n a t i v e  p l a c e s  i n  Sou th  China, Those i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  no e x c e p t i o n ,  

Many Overseas  Chinese have l o o k e d  upon t h e i r  homes 
abroad  mere ly  as t empora ry  p l a c e s  of r e s i d e n c e ,  Some have sup-  
p o r t e d  wives  a t  home, even  i f  t h e y  a l s o  m a r r i e d  i n  Tha i l and ,  
O the r s  have s e n t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  home f o r  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  Qu i t e  a few themse lves  u s e d  t o  make p e r i o d i c  v i s i t s  
t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  h s i e n  ( c o u n t y ) ,  I n v e s t m e n t  o f  t h e f r  p r o f i t s  i n  
l a n d  o r  i n  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e i r  home v i l l a g e s  was a l s o  common, 
and a lmos t  a l l  o f  them s e n t  r e g u l a r  r e m i t t a n c e s  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  
r e l a t i v e s  i n  China. 

S i n c e  t h e  Communists came t o  power i n  China, c o n t a c t s  
of t h i s  s o r t  between Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  and t h e i r  homes i n  South 
China have n o t  by  any  means s topped ,  b u t  t h e y  have  d e f i n i t e l y  
d e c l i n e d .  T h i s  h a s  been  t h e  r e s u l t  p r i m a r i l y  of  p o l i t i c a l  and 
economic developments  w i t h i n  China, as w e l l  as o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 
t r a v e l  and communication; b u t  t h e  r e s u l t  h a s  been  welcomed and 
encouraged by t h e  Government of  Tha i l and ,  one of  t h e  few govern-  
ments i n  Asia  which h a s  f i rmly committed i t s e l f  t o  a n  a n t i -  
communist p o s i t i o n .  The weakening o f  t i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  homeland h a s  
added t o  t h e  f e e l i n g  of  i s o l a t i o n  and-- in a s e n s e- - v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d ,  

Tha i l and  h a s  n o t  f o r b i d d e n  e i t h e r  t r a v e l  o r  r e m i t t a n c e s  
t o  Communist China, b u t  i t  h a s  p l a c e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on them. A t  
p r e s e n t  a  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  who w i s h e s  t o  v i s i t  h i s  home i n  
China must undergo c a r e f u l  p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and even  i f  he  
i s  a Tha i  c i t i z e n  he must r e t u r n  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o r  l o s e ' h i s  Thai  
c i t i z e n s h i p ,  Remi t t ances  t o  China a r e  al lowed,  and t h e r e  a r e  
s t i l l  over  80 r e m i t t a n c e  shops o p e r a t i n g  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  b u t  a 
c e i l i n g  h a s  been p l a c e d  on t h e  amount o f  r e m i t t a n c e s ,  According  
t o  law, no i n d i v i d u a l  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  may now r e m i t  more t h a n  



B 2,000 a month t o  China ( t h e  l aw c a n  b e  evaded,  however, b y  
s e n d i n g  money i n  t h e  name of  a  f a m i l y  member o r  f r i e n d ) ,  T h a i l a n d ' s  
p a r t + c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  U,N. embargo on t r a d e  w i t h  Communist China 
h a s  a l s o  r educed  commercial  c o n t a c t s  between t h e  Overseas  Chinese  
and t h e i r  homeland, 

These r e s t r i c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  t h e  main c a u s e  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  
i n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  China, however, A major  c a u s e  h a s  been  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  Chinese  Communist p o l i c i e s  have  h u r t  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of  Overseas  
Chinese ,  and most Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  now r e l u c t a n t  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  China o r  t o  send  money t o  t h e i r  homes. D e s p i t e  some conces-  
s i o n s  and a p p e a l s  t o  Overseas  Chinese ,  t h e  Communists have  a p p l i e d  
t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o l i c i e s  t o  a r e a s  i n h a b i t e d  by t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  
For  example, l a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  h a s  t a k e n  away much p r o p e r t y  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  f a m i l i e s  of  Chinese  i n  Tha i l and ,  and t h e  s o- c a l l e d  
F i v e  A n t i  Campaign a g a i n s t  bus inessmen a l s o  h u r t  l a r g e  numbers of 
them, The c a s e  of one w e a l t h y  Ch inese  in Bangkok i l l u s t r a t e s  
what happened t o  many. T h i s  man i n  1952 s t i l l  s u p p o r t e d  a  w i f e  
n e a r  Swatow, even  though he  a l s o  had  o t h e r  w i v e s  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  
During t h e  F i v e  A n t i  Campaign t h e  Communists i m p r i s o n e d  h i s  w i f e  
and demanded HK$ 40,000 ( a l m o s t  U.S,$ 7,000) f o r  h e r  r e l e a s e ,  
The husband s e n t  t h e  money, and she  w a s  l e t  go, L a t e r  s h e  was 
a g a i n  impr i soned ,  and t h e  Communists a sked  f o r  HK$ 100,000 more; 
t h i s  t i m e  t h e  husband i n  Bangkok r e f u s e d  t o  s e n d  it, and he  t h e r e b y  
s e v e r e d  h i s  t i e s  w i t h  h i s  f i rs t  w i f e  and, f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  pu r-  
poses ,  w i t h  h i s  whole f a m i l y  and n a t i v e  v i l l a g e ,  

A t  p r e s e n t  r e l a t i v e l y  few o f  t h e  Ch inese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  
making t r i p s  home. I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  from t h e  t i m e  of t h e  
Communist t a k e- o v e r  u n t i l  t h i s  summer, a  p e r i o d  of f o u r  and a h a l f  
y e a r s ,  o n l y  a b o u t  10,000 Chinese  from T h a i l a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  China; 
t h i s  i s  a v e r y  s m a l l  f i g u r e  compared t o  p a s t  normal  t r a f f i c ,  
R e m i t t a n c e s  have a l s o  d e c l i n e d  p r e c i p i t o u s l y .  Whereas f o r m e r l y  
money was s e n t  t o  China f o r  i n v e s t m e n t  a s  w e l l  as f o r  f a m i l y  
main tenance ,  r e m i t t a n c e s  now c o n s i s t  a l m o s t  w h o l l y  of s m a l l  sums 
t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  r e l a t i v e s ,  The Chairman o f  t h e  Chinese  Chamber 
of Commerce i n  Bangkok e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  of r e m i t t a n c e s  i s  
now a b o u t  B 20  m i l l i o n  ( r o u g h l y  U,S,$ 1 m i l l i o n )  a y e a r ,  which he 
s a y s  i s  abou t  o n e - f i f t h  t h e  amount s e n t  home a n n u a l l y  b e f o r e  t h e  
Communist t a k e- o v e r  of  China,  

T h i s  d e c l i n e  o f  t r a v e l  and r e m i t t a n c e s  i s  n o t  o n l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  i t s e l f  ( t r a v e l  f a c i l i t a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t a c t  be- 
tween China  and Chinese  abroad ,  w h i l e  r e m i t t a n c e s  were a  ma jo r  
i t e m  i n  C h i n a ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a l a n c e  o f  payments) ,  b u t  i t  i s  
symptomatic of  a r e c e n t  g e n e r a l  weakening of  t i e s- - which  might  be 
t empora ry  b u t  c o u l d  be permanent--between Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  and 
t h e i r  homeland. 

POLITICAL TRENDS AND THE ANTI-COIQVJNIST CRACKDOWN 

The Overseas  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  i n  t h e  p a s t  have n o t  
p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  d i r e c t l y  i n  T h a i  p o l i t i c s .  A s  a r u l e ,  



i n  f a c t ,  t h e y  have s c r u p u l o u s l y  avo ided  invo lvemen t  i n  l o c a l  
p o l i t i c s .  During t h e  decades  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 1 1  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  China, 
however, Chinese  n a t i o n a l i s m  and p o l i t i c s  have ex tended  t h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  t o  t h e  immigrants  i n  Tha i l and ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  
i n  China have been r e f l e c t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Overseas  Chinese  com- 
muni ty  t h e r e .  Such o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a s  h a s  t a k e n  
p l a c e  among t h e  Chinese  h a s  been  conce rned  p r i m a r i l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
w i t h  i s s u e s  and developments  i n  China r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  
Thai land .  There i s  no doubt ,  however, t h a t  some Overseas  Chinese  
have f e l t - - a t  l e a s t  i n  a vague  way- - that  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
p o l i t i c s  i n  China h a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  abroad ,  and i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e y  have l o o k e d  t o  t h e i r  home government f o r  s u p p o r t  
i n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  of  t h e  Government o f  T h a i l a n d  t o  
p l a c e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  Chinese.  

P o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among t h e  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  h a s  
t a k e n  numerous forms.  Both t h e  Chinese  N a t i o n a l i s t  and Chinese  
Communist p a r t i e s  have o r g a n i z e d  b r a n c h e s  i n  Tha i l and ,  and t h e y  
have competed f o r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  Chinese  s c h o o l s ,  newspapers ,  l a b o r  
unions ,  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  community e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and t h e  
Chinese Chamber of Commerce. N e i t h e r  p a r t y  h a s  e v e r  had  a  v e r y  
l a r g e  membership, b u t  a t  v a r i o u s  p e r i o d s  t h e  Chinese  community as 
a  whole h a s  g e n e r a l l y  been  o r i e n t e d  e i t h e r  p r o - N a t i o n a l i s t  o r  
pro-Communist, s i n c e  t h e  e n t i r e  community f o l l o w s  a long  w i t h  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  of  a  few l e a d e r s  as e x p r e s s e d  i n  
p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  by  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  and by t h e  Chinese  p r e s s  i n  
Thai land .  

R i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  end of World War I1 t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  
upsurge  of n a t i o n a l i s m  and p o l i t i c a l  f e e l i n g  among t h e  Chinese  i n  
Thai land ,  and a t  f i r s t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p ro-  
N a t i o n a l i s t .  Demonst ra t ions ,  which l e d  t o  some v i o l e n c e  between 
Chinese and Thai  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Bangkok, and t h e  Chinese  p r o u d l y  
emphasized t h e i r  l i n k  w i t h  a  homeland r e c o g n i z e d  a s  one of t h e  
Big Four. I n  1946, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  modern h i s t o r y ,  f o r m a l  
d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  between T h a i l a n d  and China, 
and as soon as a Chinese Embassy and s e v e r a l  c o n s u l a t e s  were s e t  
up i n  T h a i l a n d  t h e y  were de luged  w i t h  r e q u e s t s  from t h e  Chinese  
community f o r  s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  Thai  p o l i c i e s  and a c t s .  
Racked by t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of China, t h e  Chinese  
community f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  had a  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a p p l y  
p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Government of T h a i l a n d  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  

A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  impor tance  of t h e  Chinese  
Communists i n  T h a i l a n d  i n c r e a s e d .  During t h e  war t h e  Communists 
had c a r r i e d  o u t  a n t i - J a p a n e s e  underground a c t i v i t i e s - - b u t  t h e y  
d i d  no t  come o u t  i n t o  t h e  open u n t i l  December 1946,  a f t e r  
T h a i l a n d f s  r e p e a l  of  i t s  l aw bann ing  communism and a f t e r  i t s  r e -  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. The 
Communists t h e r e a f t e r  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
among youth ,  l a b o r ,  and t h e  p r e s s ,  w h i l e  a  d e c l i n e  of  en thus ia sm 
f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  g r a d u a l l y  took  p l a c e  a s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s i t u a -  
t i o n  i n  China d e t e r i o r a t e d .  



Then, i n  1949 and 1950, a  d r a m a t i c  swing i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  Ch inese  community i n  T h a i l a n d  oc- 
c u r r e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  Communists s e t  up a government i n  Peking,  A 
l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  Chinese,  i n c l u d i n g  many of t h e  conse rva-  
t i v e  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  of  r e g i o n a l  and o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  became 
pro-Communist--or r a t h e r  pro- Peking,  For  a w h i l e  e v e r y  Chinese  
newspaper i n  Bangkok f o l l o w e d  t h e  Communist l i n e ,  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  Chinese  Communist l i t e r a t u r e  came i n t o  Tha i l and ,  and many 
s c h o o l s  showed pro-Communist t e n d e n c i e s ,  T h i s  pro- Peking  s h i f t  
of o p i n i o n  had  v e r y  l i t t l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n ;  t h e  Chinese  i n  
T h a i l a n d  t u r n e d  toward t h e  Communist regime i n  China because  i t  
o b v i o u s l y  was s t r o n g ,  

Non, f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  a g a i n  changed. 
There  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  no open e x p r e s s i o n  of pro-Communist o r  p ro-  
Peking  f e e l i n g ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a  good d e a l  of v e r b a l  sup-  
p o r t  once a g a i n  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  Chinese  i n  
T h a i l a n d  seems t o  have adop ted  a  n e u t r a l  p o s i t i o n  and i s  s i t t i n g  
on t h e  f e n c e ,  There  a r e  two major  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  l a t e s t  
s h i f t  o f  o p i n i o n ,  One i s  t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  which I have 
a l r e a d y  mentioned,  o f  t h e  commercial ly-minded Overseas  Chinese  
by  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Chinese  Communists and t h e  a d v e r s e  
e f f e c t  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  have had  on t h e i r  economic i n t e r e s t s  and 
r e l a t i v e s  i n  China. The o t h e r  i s  t h e  s e v e r e  crackdown o f  t h e  
Government of  T h a i l a n d  on a l l  Communist a c t i v i t i e s ,  which t o o k  
p l a c e  a t  t h e  end of 1952,  

U n t i l  f a i r l y  r e c e n t l y  t h e  Tha i  have n o t  been  e x c e s s i v e l y  
w o r r i e d '  by e i t h e r  t h e  Communist a c t i v i t y  o r  o t h e r  p o l i t i c s  among 
t h e  Ch inese  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  The Communists have a lways  been a n  i r r i-  
t a n t  t o  t h e  Thai  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was a Communist 
P a r t y  of T h a i l a n d  as w e l l  a s  a b ranch  of t h e  Ch inese  Communist 
P a r t y ,  t h e  number of Thai  Communists h a s  always been  s m a l l ,  and 
t h e  communist movement i n  T h a i l a n d  h a s  been  ma in ly  Chinese ,  The 
Tha i  t e n d e d  t o  f e e l ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among 
t h e  Chinese- - both Communist and N a t i o n a l i s t- - w a s  r e a l l y  more r e-  
l a t e d  t o  China t h a n  t o *  Tha i l and .  The s i t u a t i o n  changed, however, 
when a s t r o n g  government- - bel ieved by t h e  Thai  t o  have e x p a n s i o n i s t  
aims i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia--was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Peking,  and when t h e  
Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  swung pro-Communist, For  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  
Thai  r e a l l y  began t o  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  Ch inese  i n  T h a i l a n d  might  become 
a f i f t h  column u s e d  by a  f o r e i g n  power t o  s t r u g g l e  f o r  c o n t r o l  
of T h a i l a n d  i t s e l f .  T h i s  f a c t  undoub ted ly  h e l p e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  
Tha i  t o  a l i g n  themse lves  s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  anti-Communism. 

I n  1950, t h e  Government of T h a i l a n d  f i r s t  cemented i t s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t i e s  wi th  t h e  Western anti-Communist b l o c  b y  s i g n i n g  
m i l i t a r y  and economic agreements  w i t h  t h e  U.S,, and t h e n  i t  began 
t o  t i g h t e n  up a g a i n s t  communists i n t e r n a l l y ,  F i n a l l y ,  i n  l a t e  
1952, i t  c r a c k e d  down h a r d  on t h e  communists and on pro-Communist 
Chinese  l e a d e r s  i n  Thai land .  Between November 1952 and J a n u a r y  
1953, t h e  p o l i c e  a r r e s t e d  s e v e r a l  hundred  Chinese,  i n c l u d i n g  some 
t o p  community l e a d e r s ,  and d e p o r t e d  many of them; c l o s e d  a l l  p ro-  
Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s  and book s t o r e s ;  banned t h e  i m p o r t  



of pro-Communist l i t e r a t u r e ;  and clamped down on l e f t i s t s  i n  
Chinese s c h o o l s .  Most Communist l e a d e r s  who were n o t  a r r e s t e d  
f l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  China, and s i n c e  1952 a l l  Communist a c t i v i t y  
h a s  been i l l e g a l  and  t h e r e f o r e  underground. A s  a  consequence,  
pro-Communist o r  pro-Peking s e n t i m e n t  i s  now dangerous  and un- 
reward ing  f o r  t h e  Chinese  i n  Tha i l and ;  t h i s ,  on t o p  of t h e  d i s -  
i l l u s i o n m e n t  which had  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  h a s  made most members 
of t h e  Chinese  community abandon t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  Communist 
regime i n  China. 

CHINESE C O M M U N I T Y  ORGANIZATIONS AND POLITICS 

To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  Chinese  i n  Tha i l and ,  
i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  know something a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e i r  community, because  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  number o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  op in ion- - the  m a j o r i t y  o f  Chinese  
f o l l o w  t h e i r  l e a d e r s ,  

T h a i l a n d t  s Chinese  community i s  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  b u t  
i t  i s  by  no means homogeneous o r  u n i f i e d .  Although t h e r e  a r e  a 
few o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which have t h e  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  e n t i r e  community, 
most s o c i a l  groups  a r e  based  upon r e g i o n a l  and d i a l e c t  l i n e s ;  
because  even  though a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of Ch inese  i n  T h a i l a n d  come 
from one r e g i o n  a l o n g  t h e  South  China c o a s t ,  t h e y  a r e  s u b d i v i d e d  
i n t o  numerous d i s t i n c t  d i a l e c t  g roups  and a r e  e x t r e m e l y  c l a n n i s h .  
Each d i a l e c t  group h a s  i t s  own r e g i o n a l  as s o c i a t i o n ,  which n o r m a l l y  
o p e r a t e s  one o r  more l a r g e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  a cemetery ,  and 
v a r i o u s  w e l f a r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Membership i n  each  o r g a n i e a t i o n  con-  
s i s t s  of s e v e r a l  t housand  community l e a d e r s  f rom t h e  d i a l e c t  
group ( l e a d e r s h i p  i s  b a s e d  m a i n l y  on b u s i n e s s  s u c c e s s  and w e a l t h ) ,  
and t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h e a d s  a r e  c h o s e n  from among t h o s e  i n  t h e  
groups  which have a c q u i r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r e s t i g e *  

The r e l a t i v e  s i z e  of d i a l e c t  g roups  among t h e  h a l f -  
m i l l i o n  o r  more Chinese i n  Bangkok c a n  be u s e d  8s a rough i n d i c a -  
t i o n  of t h e  d i a l e c t  breakdown of  t h e  e n t i r e  Chinese  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
Tha i l and ,  I n  Bangkok, 60 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  Chinese  speak  Teochiu  
and come from an  a r e a  compr i s ing  t e n  h s i e n  n e a r  Swatow i n  
Kwangtung Province ;  15 p e r  c e n t  speak Hakka and t r a c e  t h e i r  
a n c e s t r y  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  Meihs ien  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h w e s t  of Swatow; 
t e n  p e r  c e n t  speak Hailam and come from Hainan I s l a n d ;  
e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  s p e a m o n e s e  and o r i g i n a t e d  i n  c e n t r a l  Kwangtung; 
and f o u r  p e r  c e n t  speak Hokkien and come f rom t h e  Amoy r e g i o n  of 
Fukien ,  ( N O  o t h e r  d i a l e c t  group exceeds  one p e r  c e n t  of t h e  
t o t a l . )  

There a r e  seven  major  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  T h a i l a n d  
based  on t h e  d i a l e c t  groups: t h e  Chlaochou (Teochiu  o r  Swatow) 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  Hakka A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  ~ a i n a ' m a m )  Associa-  
t i o n ,  and t h e  Kwangchow (Can tonese )  A s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  by f a r  t h e  
most i m p o r t a n t  ones,  and t h e y  overshadow t h e  Taiwan A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h e  Fukien  ( ~ o k k i e n  o r  b o y )  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and t h e  Chiangche 



(k iangsu- Chekiang)  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  The a l l e g i a n c e  o r  v e r b a l  s u p p o r t  
of  t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i s  one o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  
p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  Chinese  community, 

Befo re  1952 t h e  Chtaochow A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  d e f i n i t e l y  
and u n e q u i v o c a l l y  pro-Communist; i t  h a s  now swung t o  a n e u t r a l  
p o s i t i o n  b u t  r ema ins  t o  some e x t e n t  under  a c l o u d  o f  s u s p i c i o n  
t h a t  l e f t i s t  t e n d e n c i e s ,  o r  t i e s ,  may s t i l l  e x i s t  underground,  
The e f f e c t  of i t s  f o r m e r  pro-Communist s t a n d  was somewhat c o u n t e r -  
a c t e d ,  however, by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most o f  t h e  h s i e n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
i n t o  which t h e  Teochiu  group i s  f u r t h e r  s u b d i v i d e d  c o n s i s $ e n t l y  
m a i n t a i n e d  a  p r o - N a t i o n a l i s t  o r  n e u t r a l i s t  p o s i t i o n ,  The Hakka 
A s s o c i a t i o n  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  had no s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  l i n k ,  b u t  
l a s t  y e a r  an  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  a s s o-  
c i a t i o n ,  and a p r o- N a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r  emerged v i c t o r i o u s .  The 
Hainan A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  always b e e n  p r o- R a t i o n a l i s t ,  and i t s  
l e a d e r  i s  t h e  nominal  c h i e f  of  t h e  Kuomintang ( N a t i o n a l i s t )  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  T h a i l a n d  as w e l l  a s  a  member o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s t  
Over seas  Ghinese Commission on Formosa. T h i s ,  however, h a s  been  
c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d  by  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a s m a l l e r  compet ing  Kiungyai  
(Hainan)  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  which b e f o r e  1952 was open ly  and s t r o n g l y  
pro-Communist, The Kwangchow A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f a i r l y  n e u t r a l  
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b u t  i t s  p r e s e n t  t e n d e n c y  i s  p r o- N a t i o n a l i s t .  

The Chinese  community i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  many o t h e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and groups  b e s i d e s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a s s o-  
c i a t i o n s .  There  a r e  a number of  t t u n g  h s i a n g  h u i  o r g a n i z e d  on a 
h s i e n  b a s i s ;  t h e r e  a r e  ove r  50 t r u n g  yeh kung h u i  o r  g u i l d s  b a s e d  
upon o c c u p a t i o n s ;  and t h e r e  a r e  a  few f a m i l y  c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s .  
1n a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n f o r m a l  b u t -  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  group-  
i n g s  of l e a d e r s  c e n t e r e d  i n  s c h o o l s  such  as P 1 e i y i n g  and Huang 
Hun and b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s  such  as t h e  A s i a  T r u s t  Company, But 
a l t h o u g h  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  power r e l a t i o n s  
among t h e  Chinese ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t e r m s  of 
b r o a d e r  p o l i t i c s .  

D e s p i t e  t h i s  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  Chinese  Community, 
t h e r e  a r e  a few o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which c u t  a c r o s s  r e g i o n a l - d i a l e c t  
l i n e s  and r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  community; t h e s e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  
i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  The o u t s t a n d i n g  one i s  t h e  Chinese  Chamber 
of  Commerce, T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  which now h a s  abou t  4,000 members 
and o c c u p i e s  an i m p r e s s i v e  compound comparable  t o  t h e  compounds 
of f o r e i g n  embassieOs i n  Bangkok, r e a l l y  h a s  a  s e m i o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s .  
I n  f a c t ,  b e f o r e  t h e r e  was a Ch inese  Embassy i n  T h a i l a n d ,  i t  
i s s u e d  t r a v e l  documents f o r  Chinese ,  and i t  s t i l l  a c t s  as an 
i n t e r m e d i a r y  between t h e  Ch inese  community and t h e  Government of 
Tha i l and ;  n e g o t i a t i o n s  between t h e  Chamber of Commerce and t h e  
Tha i  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  (and  P o l i c e )  a r e  f a r  more i m p o r t a n t  t o  
t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  t h a n  t h o s e  between t h e  Ch inese  Embassy 
and t h e  Tha i  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  The c h a i r m a n s h i p  of 
t h e  Chamber of Commerce i s  i n d i s p u t a b l y  t h e  apex  of p r e s t i g e  and 
i n f l u e n c e  among t h e  Chinese  l e a d e r s  i n  T h a i l a n d ,  The p r e s e n t  
chairman,  a  man who h e a d s  t h e  boa rd  of  a t  l e a s t  1 8  b u s i n e s s  f i r m s  
and i s  on t h e  boa rd  o f / o v e r  50 more, i s  now i n  h i s  f i f t h  t e rm of  



o f f i c e ,  and t h e  s h i f t s  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  p a r a l l e l  t h o s e  
o f  t h e  Chinese  community as a  whole. Immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  Second 
World War he  was p r o- N a t i o n a l i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  he  r e s i s t e d  Kuomintang 
e f f o r t s  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  and c o n t r o l  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce; a f t e r  
1949 he went pro-Communist; t h e n  i n  1 9 5 1  he  p u b l i c l y  and c l e a r l y  
s h i f t e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  back t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Chamber of  Commerce, t h e  main 
Chinese o r g a n i a a t i o n s  hav ing  communitywide s u p p o r t  a r e  t h e  Pao 
Teh Shan T'ang w e l f a r e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  T ' i e n  Hua h o s p i t a l ,  and t h e  
Huang Hun school .  Prominent  l e a d e r s  i n  a l l  of  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
were open ly  pro-Communist d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  
1949, b u t  some o f  them f l e d  t o  China  a f t e r  t h e  1952 anti-Communist  
crackdown, and t h e r e  i s  now a t  l e a s t  no open pro-Communist i n  
them, 

The v i s i b l e  o r  a u d i b l e  p o l i t i c a l  changes  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s t a n d  of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have been  de te rmined  by a h a n d f u l  o f  
r e c o g n i z e d  community l e a d e r s ,  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  Chinese  i n  
Tha i l and  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o  a h i g h  d e g r e e  i n  t h e  hands  of a  
r e l a t i v e l y  few w e a l t h y  bus inessmen who a r e  c l o s e l y  i n t e r r e l a t e d  
th rough  p e r s o n a l  t i e s ,  b lood r e l a t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  l i n k s ,  The m a j o r i t y  of Chinese  h a s  mere ly  f o l l o w e d  
t h e  s h i f t s  of  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  community l e a d e r s .  

The most i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d  i n  which t h i s  g e n e r a l i e a t i o n  
does  n o t  a p p l y  i s  t h a t  of l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Among Chinese  
workers ,  who compr i se  r o u g h l y  70 p e r  c e n t  of T h a i l a n d ' s  non- 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o r i n g  f o r c e ,  t h e r e  have been  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  a t  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  P r i o r  t o  1952, t h e  Communist-run C e n t r a l  
Labor Union made r a p i d  p r o g r e s s ,  and dominated t h e  f i e l d  o f  l a b o r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  A t  i t s  peak  i t  had  50,000 t o  60,000 members and 
over  40 a f f i l i a t e d  unions .  The k i c k b a a k s  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  which 
i t  o b t a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  from wharf c o o l i e s  h e l p e d  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  
Chinese Communist P a r t y ' s  e n t i r e  program i n  Tha i l and ,  and a l a r g e  
p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  l a b o r i n g  f o r c e  was under  t h e  C e n t r a l  Labor 
Union 's  i n f l u e n c e .  I n  J a n u a r y  1953, however, t h i s  un ion  was 
banned and d i s s o l v e d ,  and a t ,  p r e s e n t  a n  anti-Communist Ch inese  
businessman w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g  back ing  of  t h e  Thai  p o l i c e  i s  t r y i n g  
t o  o r g a n i z e  a new union,  c a l l e d  t h e  F r e e  Workers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t o  
c o n t r o l  l a b o r  and e l i m i n a t e  Communist i n f l u e n c e .  Leade r s  o f  t h i s  
new union  s a y  t h a t  i t  now h a s  1,200 p a i d  o r g a n i z e r s  and a  member- 
s h i p  of 7,000 t o  8,000, and t h e r e  i s  no doubt  t h a t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  
w i l l  grow a s  l o n g  a s  i t  o b t a i n s  o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t .  A t  p r e s e n t  it  
r e c e i v e s  an annua l  s u b s i d y  of  one m i l l i o n  Baht a y e a r  (which i t  
e x p e c t s  t o  be doubled  n e x t  y e a r )  from t h e  p o l i c e ,  and t h e  p o l i c e  
have al lowed i t  t o  o f f e r  exemption from t h e  a l i e n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e  t o  some workers  as an  inducement  t o  j o i n .  

The o t h e r  two major  f i e l d s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among 
t h e  Chinese a r e  t h e  s c h o o l s  and t h e  p r e s s ,  When pro-Communist 
f e e l i n g  was a t  i t s  peak, b e f o r e  1952,  t h e  Communists were ex- 
t r e m e l y  a c t i v e  i n  'both f i e l d s .  Many u n d e r p a i d  t e a c h e r s ,  some 
s u b s i d i z e d  by t h e  Communists, t a u g h t  t h e  p a r t y  l i n e .  The 



Communists r a n  a  p a r t y  newspaper,  t h e  Chtuan Min Pao, a  magazine, 
t h e  Min Chu Hsin  Wen, a n d ' a n  i m p o r t a n t  b o o k s t o r e ,  The N a t i o n a l i s t s  
a l s o  were a c t i v e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  and r a n  a newspaper of t h e i r  own. 
Now, however, p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  i s  more t i g h t l y  
c o n t r o l l e d ,  The N a t i o n a l i s t  p a p e r  f o l d e d  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  r e a s o n s ,  
and t h e  Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s  and propaganda  o u t l e t s  were banned 
o r  c l o s e d  i n  1952,  None of  t h e  t h r e e  Chinese  d a i l y  newspapers  
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Tha i l and- - the  Hsing Hs ien  J i h  Pao, 
Chung Yuan J i h  Pao, and Kuang Hua Pao- - is  a  p a r t y  organ;  and, i n  
t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c i e s ,  a l l  of them a r e  e i t h e r  n e u t r a l  
o r  p r o - N a t i o n a l i s t .  

S i n c e  1952, t h e r e f o r e ,  open Chinese  Communist a c t i v i t y  
i n  T h a i l a n d  h a s  ceased ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  have  
g r e a t l y  d e c l i n e d ,  and most of t h e  p a r t y ' s  s u p p o r t  among Chinese  
community l e a d e r s  h a s  d i sappea red .  

THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS AND CHINESE NATIONALISTS 

T h i s  does  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  Chinese  Communist P a r t y  
h a s  s t o p p e d  o p e r a t i n g  i n  Tha i l and ,  of cour se .  I t s  h a r d  c o r e  i s  
s t i l l  a c t i v e  i n  s e v e r a l  f i e l d s ,  and i t  i s  t r y i n g  o u t  new t a c t i c s ,  
One of  i t s  major  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a s  been  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s e c r e t  
s t u d y  groups  among Chinese  s t u d e n t s  o f  middle  s c h o o l  age ,  Each 
of t h e s e  groups  c o n s i s t s  of seven o r  l e s s  members, s i n c e  any  group 
l a r g e r  t h a n  t h a t  would have t o  r e g i s t e r  a s  a s c h o o l ;  and t h e  
t e a c h e r s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  inducement  from t h e  P a r t y ,  t e a c h  
t h e  Communist l i n e  o r a l l y  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  
The Communists a r e  s t i l l  a b l e ,  a l s o ,  t o  p e r s u a d e  some Chinese  
s t u d e n t s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  China main land  f o r  s t u d y ;  no one knows 
how many a r e  now going  f r o m S T h a i l a n d ,  b u t  some in fo rmed  e s t i m a t e s  
p l a c e  t h e  f i g u r e  t h i s  y e a r  a s  h i g h  a s  1,000,  The Thai  p o l i c e  
c l a i m  t h a t  a n o t h e r  major  move of t h e  Chinese  Communists h a s  been  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a s y s t e m a t i c  program of o r a l  propaganda;  t h e  
Communists, t h e y  say ,  have  d i v i d e d  Bangkok i n t o  d i s t r i c t s ,  and i n  
e a c h  one t h e y  have a s s i g n e d  p e r s o n s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a " w h i s p e r i n g  
propaganda  campaignv t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t s ,  d i n n e r s ,  and meet-  
i n g s *  An o c c a s i o n a l  pamphle t  i s  a l s o  s e c r e t l y  c i r c u l a t e d  hy t h e  
Communists, and t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  some underground a c t i v i t y  among 
l a b o r e r s ,  w h i l e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  s c h o o l s ,  
and newspapers  i s  s u s p e c t e d .  Chinese  newspaper e d i t o r s  s a y  t h a t  
t h e  Communists a l s o  t r y  t o  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  on them by s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
o r g a n i z i n g  p a r t y  members t o  make t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  o r  t o  w r i t e  
l e t t e r s  t o  e d i t o r s ,  and a l s o  t o  b o y c o t t  t h e  o u t s p o k e n l y  a n t i -  
Communist p a p e r s ,  

The s i z e  of t h e  Chinese  Communist P a r t y  i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  
sma l l ,  however (most  e s t i m a t e s  p l a c e  t h e  member s h i p  f i g u r e  a t  
abou t  3,000),  and t h e  p a r t y  i s  l a c k i n g  i n  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p ;  i t  
i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  e x e r t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n f l u e n c e  th rough  t h e  under-  
ground methods t o  which i t  must now r e s o r t .  

The e f f o r t s  of t h e  Chinese  Communist Government t o  e x e r t  



i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  n o t  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  
e i t h e r ,  under  e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  Radio  Peking  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
a t t a c k s  t h e  Government o f  'Thai land  f o r  i t s  a n t i- C h i n e s e  measures  
and makes a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  Overseas  Chinese ,  Four of t h e  30 Over- 
s e a s  Chinese d e l e g a t e s  t o  C h i n a ' s  N a t i o n a l  Assembly a r e  prominent  
men from Thai land ,  The Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on 
Pek ing ' s  Overseas  Chinese  A f f a i r s  Commission* And Re tu rned  Over- 
s e a s  Chinese A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  China do t h e i r  b e s t  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  
i n f l u e n c e  o v e r s e a s ,  But s i n c e  t h e  Chinese  Communists l a c k  an  
embassy i n  Tha i l and ,  t h e y  c a n  r e a l l y  do l i t t l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  Ch inese  
t h e r e ,  and t h e i r  propaganda  o u t l e t s  t o  r e a c h  them a r e  l i m i t e d ,  
Fur thermore ,  Communist t h r e a t s  a r e  d e c r e a s i n g l y  e f f e c t i v e ,  because  
s o  much of t h e  p r o p e r t y  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  China  f o r m e r l y  
be longing  t o  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  have a l r e a d y  been  l i q u i d a t e d .  

The f o r c e  of  P e k i n g ' s  i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  Chinese  i n  
Tha i l and  i s  reduced ,  a l s o ,  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  Chinese  
Communist l e a d e r s  have  n o t  made up t h e i r  minds whe the r  t o  t r y  t o  
e x e r t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  on T h a i l a n d  p r i m a r i l y  th rough  t h e  Chinese  
t h e r e  o r  th rough  Thai. A t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  seem t o  be t r y i n g  b o t h  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  ( P r i d i  Phanomyong, f o r m e r  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  of  Thai land ,  i s  now i n  Peking, and t h i s  summer he  made a 
b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  Radio  Peking  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  ove r th row o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  Government of T h a i l a n d ) ,  s o  t h e y  have n o t  commit ted them- 
s e l v e s  t o  a  c l e a r - c u t  p o l i c y  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  Overseas  Chinese  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Thai. 

A l l  of t h i s  means t h a t  P e k i n g ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  Chinese  
. i n  Tha i l and  a t  t h e  moment i s  n o t  v e r y  g r e a t ,  I t  d o e s  n o t  mean, 
however, t h a t  Formosa h a s  r ecouped  i t s  p o s i t i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c e  pro-  
p o r t i o n a t e l y ,  There h a s  been an  i n c r e a s e  i n  N a t i o n a l i s t  i n f l u e n c e  
s i n c e  1952,  and t h e r e  a r e  now more p r o- N a t i o n a l i s t  t h a n  pro-  
Communist Chinese i n  Tha i l and ,  b u t  i t  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
N a t i o n a l i s t  Government and Kuomintang w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  
t h e i r  former p r e s t i g e  and i n f l u e n c e .  

The Kuomintang o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  u s e  i t s  own name 
i n  Thai land ,  because  no p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  a l lowed,  b u t  i t  i s  
t o l e r a t e d  under  t h e  name of t h e  China A s s o c i a t i o n ,  (xn some 
c i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of Bangkok t h e  b r a n c h e s  a r e  c a l l e d  Sun Yat- sen  
Assoc ia t ions . )  I t s  membership i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  Chinese  
Communist P a r t y  i n  Thailand--some p e o p l e  p l a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i g u r e  
a t  30,000--but i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  weak and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  
minimal. Even though t h e r e  i s  no ban  on N a t i o n a l i s t  propaganda,  
t h e  Kuomintang h a s  no p a r t y  o r g a n s  i n  T h a i l a n d  now, and even t h e  
o f f i c i a l  C e n t r a l  News Agency no l o n g e r  d i s t r i b u t e s  i t s  o u t p u t  
t h e r e ,  Organized propaganda a c t i v i t y  seems t o  be  l i m i t e d  t o  
s u b s i d i z a t i o n  of a  few e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r s ,  

The N a t i o n a l i s t s  Overseas  Chinese  Commission c o n t a i n s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from t h e  Chinese i n  Tha i l and ,  and i t  s e n d s  i t s  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  t o  Bangkok, I t  a l s o  h a s  i n v i t e d  a  numher of d e l e-  
g a t i o n s  of Chinese from T h a i l a n d  t o  Formosa t o  c e l e b r a t e  Chiang 
Kta i - ehek t  s b i r t h d a y  and C h i n a ' s  n a t i o n a l  day, t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  



Overseas  Chinese  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  and t o  encourage  t r a d e .  The 
N a t i o n a l i s t  Government s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  an embassy i n  Thaisand,  
b u t  , the  Chinese  Embassy i s  s m a l l - - i t  i s  headed b y  a. c h a r g e  
d t a f f a i r e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  an  ambassador--and i t  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  do 
v e r y  much t o  h e l p  t h e  Chinese ,  Formosa 's  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  Chinese  
i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  weak, because  i t  can  b e  no s t r o n g e r  
t h a n  t h e  reg ime on Formosa i t s e l f ,  

A h a n d f u l  o f  Chinese  i n  Bangkok h a s  s u p p o r t e d  a  s m a l l ,  
s o - c a l l e d  T h i r d  Force  p e r i o d i c a l ,  b u t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  n e v e r  
been  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  

POLITICAL FENCE-SITTING 

By f a r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  now 
p o l i t i c a l  f e n c e - s i t t e r s ,  The e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  f a c t ,  as w e l l  
as f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l  v a c i l l a t i o n s  of t h e  Chinese  community, 
i s  t o  be  found i n  t h e  b a s i c  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Overseas  
Chinese ,  Most Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  nonideo-  
l o g i c a l  c r e a t u r e s ,  T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  de te rmined  
a l m o s t  s o l e l y  by what t h e y  f e e l  w i l l  be most  advan tageous ,  i n  an  
immediate  and p r a c t i c a l  s e n s e ,  t o  t h e i r  economic s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  
Now, even  though t h e y  a r e  h u r t  b y  Tha i  p o l i c i e s  and r e s e n t  them 
s t r o n g l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no Chinese  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  group 
which can  r e a l l y  h e l p  them, Formosa i s  weak, and a l t h o u g h  t h e  
Ch inese  Communist Government i s  s t r o n g  i t  t o o  i s  u n a b l e  t o  e x e r t  
much h e l p f u l  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  T h a i l a n d  o r  on  t h e  Government of 
T h a i l a n d ,  Fur thermore ,  t h e  Thai  s u p p r e s s i o n  of pro-Communist 
a c t i v i t y  makes t h e  r i s k  o f  l o o k i n g  toward Pek ing  f o r  h e l p  t o o  
g r e a t  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  be  p r a c t i c a l ;  abou t  300 Chinese were  d e p o r t e d  
f rom T h a i l a n d  l a s t  y e a r ,  and 475 more a r e  now i n  j a i l s  a w a i t i n g  
d e p o r t a t i o n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  s e r v i n g  l o n g  p r i s o n  t e rms ,  

Under e x i s t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e r e  does  n o t  seem t o  be 
much l i k e l i h o o d  t h e r e f o r e- - i n  v iew o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  
c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d- - t h a t  t h e  Communists w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  o r g a n i z e  them i n t o  an  e f f e c t i v e  f i f t h  co lumn- - despi te  t h e i r  
deep  r e s e n t m e n t s  a g a i n s t  r e s t r i c t i v e  Tha i  p o l i c i e s ,  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, i f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  changed and t h e  Chinese  Communists were i n  
a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  e i t h e r  t o  a p p l y  e f f e c t i v e  p r e s s u r e s  on them, o r  
t o  h e l p  them ( i f ,  f o r  example, t h e  Chinese  Communists had  a n  
embassy i n  Bangkok), i t  would be v e r y  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a lmos t  t h e  
e n t i r e  Chinese  community i n  T h a i l a n d  t o  become sudden ly  pro-Peking- . 
b u t  i n  doing  s o  t h e y  would be r e a c t i n g  t o  p o l i t i c a l  change r a t h e r  
t h a n  c a u s i n g  i t ,  I n  s h o r t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  r e -  
spond t o  p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d s  and movements, n o t  many of them p l a y  t h e  
r o l e  of p o l i t i c a l  pr ime movers, A t  p r e s e n t  t h e y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  i s  under  a t t a c k ,  and y e t  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i n e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  n o t  o n l y  f a i l  t o  o f f e r  s o l u t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  a c t u a l l y  expose 
them t o  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k ,  T h e i r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  ex-  
t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  The Chinese  
i n  T h a i l a n d  n o s  seem t o  be g r o p i n g  toward  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  prob-  
lems more w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of Tha i  s o c i e t y  and l e s s  on t h e  



b a s i s  of  hopes  f o r  e x t e r n a l  suppor t .  The most d r a m a t i c  i n d i c a t i o n  
of t h i s  i s  t h e  r e c e n t  t r e n d  toward  economic a l l i a n c e s  between 
Chinese b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  and Tha i  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  The development  
which may be  o f  g r e a t e s t  long- term s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  however, i s  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  pace  a t  which a s s i m i l a t i o n  of Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  
going on, 

S I N O- T H A I  ECONOMIC ALLIANCES 

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  s d c i e t y  i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  a 
p e c u l i a r  one. Because i t  i s  an a lmos t  who l ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y ,  
w i t h  85 p e r  c e n t  of  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
(and ove r  90 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e i r  l a n d  devo ted  t o  r i c e  c u l t i v a t i o n ) ,  
t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  remarkably  uncomplicated--  
y e t  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  major  c l a s s  g roups  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  made up 
of Chinese,  a  f o r e i g n  m i n o r i t y ,  

A t  t h e  bot tom of T h a i  s o c i e t y  are t h e  mass of f a r m e r s ,  
t h e  b a s i c  p r o d u c e r s  who form t h e  b u l k  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ;  w i t h  a 
few minor e x c e p t i o n s  t h e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  Thai. A t  t h e  t o p  i s  t h e  
sma l l  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  which u s e d  t o  be composed of r o y a l t y  and 
n o b i l i t y  b u t  now i n c l u d e s  l a r g e  numbers of  o f f i c i a l s  and m i l i t a r y  
and p o l i c e  l e a d e r s ;  t h i s  r u l i n g  c l a s s  a l s o  c o n s i s t s  a lmos t  en- 
t i r e l y  o f  Thai  ( a l t h o u g h  many have Ch inese  b l o o d ) ,  I n  t h e  middle  
a r e  t h e  u rban  workers ,  a r t i s a n s ,  c l e r i c a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  midd le  
c l a s s ,  businessmen,  and t h e  p e t t y  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and  
pol icemen,  Of t h e s e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  c l a s s  groups  o n l y  t h e  bureau-  
c r a t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and pol icemen a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  Thai. Both Thai  
and Chinese  make up t h e  u r b a n  working c l a s s ,  The a r t i s a n s ,  middle  
c l a s s ,  and bus inessmen a r e  overwhelmingly Chinese ,  

I n  t h i s  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  p o l i t i c a l  power h a s  been  i n  
t h e  hands of t h e  Thai,  w h i l e  economic power h a s  been  h e l d  by  
Chinese; and t h e  two t r a d i t i o n a l l y  have been, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
s e p a r a t e ,  The o l d  r u l i n g  c l a s s  i n  T h a i l a n d  r e g a r d e d  commercial  
a c t i v i t y  a s  self- demeaning,  and t h e y  avo ided  it, w h i l e  t h e  
Chinese f e l t  no d e s i r e  o r  c o h p u l s i o n  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  monopoly of 
economic e n t e r p r i s e s  w i t h  t h e  Tha i ,  

S ince  T h a i l a n d ' s  r e v o l u t i o n  of 1932, however, t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  h a s  s l o w l y  changed, A new Tha i  e l i t e  h a s  come i n t o  
power; a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  i t s  members a r e  newly- r i sen  m i l i t a r y  
men and c i v i l  o f f i c i a l s  whose p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  a c q u i r i n g  w e a l t h  
th rough  b u s i n e s s  i s  much l e s s  s t r o n g  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  o l d  n o b i l i t y ,  
Lacking t h e  f i r m  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n  which t h e  o l d  r u l e r s  
possessed ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e y  have been  more c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e y  h o l d  p o l i t i c a l  power w i t h o u t  a r e a l  economic b a s e  of 
t h e i r  own, 

During t h i s  same p e r i o d ,  t h e  Chinese  have f e l t  i n c r e a s -  
i n g l y  v u l n e r a b l e  under  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of Thai  n a t i o n a l i s m  and d i s -  
c r i m i n a t i o n  snd have become more w i l l i n g  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  t o  s h a r e  
t h e i r  p r o f i t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  buy some s o r t  of p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e c t i o n .  



T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  produced a  r a t h e r  s p e c t a c u l a r  
development ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s .  A whole 
s e r i e s  of open and u n d i s g u i s e d  economic a l l i a n c e s  h a s  been  formed 
between Thai  o f f i c i a l s  and Chinese businessmen,  Major banks which 
were f o r m e r l y  e x c l u s i v e l y  Chinese  have been  r e o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  S ino-  
Thai  b o a r d s  of d i r e c t o r s ,  Dozens of l a r g e  new companies  have 
been formed c o o p e r a t i v e l y  by Thai  and Chinese ,  Huge s y n d i c a t e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a Gold S y n d i c a t e ,  a  F i n a n c i a l  S y n d i c a t e ,  and a  Remi t t ance  
S y n d i c a t e ,  have been  formed w i t h  Sino-Thai  back ing .  A g r a n d i o s e  
S ino- Thai  i n d u s t r i a l  f i r m  c a l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Development C~mpany 
h a s  j u s t  been announced, 

It i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  Tha i  members on t h e  b o a r d s  of t h e s e  
e n t e r p ~ i s e s  a r e  a lmos t  a l l  t o p  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  government,  p o l i c e ,  
and army-- in s h o r t ,  t h e  men who a r e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  c u r r e n t  a n t i -  
Chinese  p o l i c i e s .  Genera l  Phao, who heads  T h a i l a n d ' s  n a t i o n a l  
p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  and Genera l  S a r i t ,  commander of  t h e  army ( t h e  two 
men who monopolize r e a l  power i n  T h a i l a n d  t o d a y ) ,  a r e  t h e  most 
consp icuons  men i n  t h e s e  companies;  b u t  even Prime M i n i s t e r  P h i b u l  
Songgram's f a m i l y  i s  i n v o l v e d ,  and p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  l e a d i n g  Thai  
o f f i c i a l  i s  now on t h e  boa rd  of a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e s e  companies. 
The b o a r d s  of some of t h e  companies r ead ,  i n  f a c t ,  l i k e  a c a b i n e t  
r o s t e r  of t h e  Government o f  T h a i l a n d ,  The Tha i  members on t h e s e  
b o a r d s  c o n t r i b u t e  a lmos t  n o t h i n g  m a n a g e r i a l l y  t o  t h e  companies--  
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  do channe l  c o n t r a c t s ,  e t c , ,  t o  them--so a c t u a l l y  t h e y  
a r e  r e c e i v i n g  a l a r g e  s h a r e  of t h e  p r o f i t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  p r o t e c t i o n  which t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e ,  They a r e ,  i n  s h o r t ,  
c a s h i n g  i n  on t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  power, 

The new economic a l l i a n c e s  a r e  e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t h e  Chinese ,  
b u t  a lmos t  a l l  l e a d i n g  Chinese  bus-inessmen i n  T h a i l a n d  have become 
i n v o l v e d  i n  them, It i s  w i s e r  f o r  them t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  buy p r o t e c t i o n  t h a n  i t  i s  t o  be  f o r c e d  o u t  of  b u s i n e s s ,  
For  a few Chinese  businessmen,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  
Tha i  o f f i c i a l s  has made p o s s i b l e  a s p e c t a c u l a r  r i s e  i n  p r e s t i g e  
and i n f l u e n c e  and a r a p i d  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of w e a l t h  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
p o l i t i c a l  back ing ,  There a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  two Chinese  bus inessmen 
i n  Bangkok who a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  p e r h a p s  even more power fu l  t h a n  t h e  
Chairman of  t h e  Chamber of Commerce o r  t h e  h e a d s  of r e g i o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  b o t h  of them have c l imbed  from o b s c u r i t y  t o  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t  s t a t u s  i n  j u s t  a  few y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  of Tha i  
o f f i c i a l s ,  

The development of  t h e s e  economic a l l i a n c e s  h a s  a l s o  
r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of i n c r e a s e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between Thai  
o f f i c i a l s  and Ch inese  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d ,  
T h i s  h a s  n o t  gone v e r y  f a r  y e t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n s  t h a t  i t  may 
i n c r e a s e ,  One of t h e  two Chinese  nouveau r i c h e  mentioned above 
now w i e l d s  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  power i n  N o r t h e a s t  T h a i l a n d  and i s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  government b l o c  w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
p a r l i a m e n t ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  Chinese  w i t h  p o l i c e  b a c k i n g  i s  now a t-  
t e m p t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r .  



ASSIMILATION OF THE CHINESE 

The p r e s e n t  t r e n d . t o w a r d  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of  t h e  Chinese  i n  
Thai land- - or  r a t h e r ,  t h e  f a s t e r  pace  of  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of a s s i m i l a -  
t i o n - - i s  a  development  which c o u l d  p rove  t o  have g r e a t  long- term 
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

A s s i m i l a t i o n  i s  n o t  a  new phenomenon i n  T h a i l a n d  ( i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  many S o u t h e a s t  Asian  c o u n t r i e s  where v e r y  l i t t l e  
a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  Chinese  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ) .  I n  f a c t ,  b e f o r e  Chinese  
women bagan coming a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  men i n  s i z a b l e  numbers, a 
h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  Chinese  immigran t s  m a r r i e d  Thai  women, and 
t h e  common s a y i n g  was t h a t  w i t h i n  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t h e  Chinese  
became Thai. A f t e r  1911, however, a s  more Chinese  women came, and 
Chinese  n a t i o n a l i s m  grew, t h e  p r o c e s s  of  a s s i m i l a t i o n  s lowed down. 

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  spec t rum of  d i f f e r e n t  
k i n d s  o f  Chinese  i n  Tha i l and .  Those who have r o o t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
r e a c h i n g  back s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  whose f o r e b e a r s  i n t e r m a r r i e d  
w i t h  Thai ,  who a c c e p t  Tha i  customs,  and who i d e n t i f y  themse lves  
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  T h a i l a n d  a r e  found a t  one end o f  t h e  spectrum. A t  
t h e  o t h e r  ex t r eme  a r e  immigran t s  who r e t a i n  a l l  of t h e i r  Chinese  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  remain  a l i e n s ,  and a r e  b a s i c a l l y  more i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h  China t h a n  w i t h  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  I n  between, 
t h e r e  a r e  innumerab le  s h a d e s  and g r a d a t i o n s  o f  S ino-Thai  who a r e  
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  r a c i a l  mix tu re ,  c u l t u r a l  compro- 
mise,  o r  p o l i t i c a l  opportunism. R i g h t  i n  t h e  middle  a r e  f a m i l i e s  
and i n d i v i d u a l s  who s t r a d d l e  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  and c o u l d  be  de- 
s c r i b e d  w i t h  e q u a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  as bo th  Thai  and Chinese.  

T h i s  c o m p l i c a t e d  b l e n d i n g  i s  one r e a s o n  why i t  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  u n i v e r s a l  agreement  o n . t h e  a c t u a l  number of 
Chinese i n  Thai land .  The f i g u r e  of t h r e e  m i l l i o n  i s  commonly 
c i t e d ,  b u t  most of  t h e  p e o p l e  who u s e  i t  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  d e f i n e  
what t h e y  mean by a Chinese.  A few p e r s o n s  have t r i e d  t o  a n a l y z e  
t h e  Chinese community, however, and on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e i r  s t u d i e s  
i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  T h a i l a n d  c o n t a i n s  between one- ha l f  and 
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a m i l l i o n  Chinese  immigran t s  w i t h  a l i e n  s t a t u s ;  
about  1.4 m i l l i o n  e t h n i c a l l y- p u r e  Chinese;  r o u g h l y  2 m i l l i o n  
p e r s o n s  i n d i s p u t a b l y  Chinese  i n  a  c u l t u r a l  s ense ;  between 
2.5 and 3 m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  who " c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be Ch inesew;  
and s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  who have some Chinese  b l o o d  b u t  c o n s i d e r  
themse lves  t o  be Thai. 

A s s i m i l a t i o n  h a s  been  p o s s i b l e  i n  Tha i l and ,  whereas  i t  
h a s  n o t  been i n  many o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  because  t h e r e  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a 
, f a i r l y  h i g h  degree  of c u l t u r a l  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  between Thai  and 
Chinese  c u l t u r e s .  D e s p i t e  many d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  Thai  and Chinese  
a r e  r a c i a l l y  q u i t e  s i m i l a r ;  t h e i r  h i s t o r i e s  have l o n g  been  i n t e r -  
twined  ( t h e  Thai  m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  homeland from what i s  
now Yunnan Prov ince  i n  China);  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s  have much i n  
common ( b o t h  a r e  t o n a l ,  f o r  example) ;  and s i n c e  b o t h  have a 
Buddhis t  background of t o l e r a n c e ,  t h e r e  h a s  been  no r e l i g i o u s  b a r  
t o  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  



The a c t u a l  pace  of a s s i m i l a t i o n  h a s  v a r i e d ,  however, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The Sino- Thai  spec t rum a p p e a r s  t o  be 
q u i t e  s e n s i t i v e ,  i n  f a c t ,  and can  change v e r y  r a p i d l y ,  When i t  i s  
advan tageous  f o r  a  S ino-Thai  t o  emphasize h i s  n T h a i n e s s , v  he d o e s  
so;  when i t  i s  t o  h i s  i n t e r e s t  t o  be a  Chinese ,  he t e n d s  t o  a c t  
l i k e  a  Chinese.  

The r e c e n t  t r e n d  toward a c c e l e r a t i o n  of a s s i m i l a t i o n  of  
t h e  Chinese i n  T h a i l a n d  i s  due t o  a number of  f a c t o r s .  One i s  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  Tha i  p o l i c i e s  which aim a t  f o r c i n g  a s s i m i l a t i o n  a r e  
h a v i n g  a d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t .  Chinese  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b e i n g  g i v e n  a  
Tha i  e d u c a t i o n ,  and f o r  many of  them t h e  T h a i  l a n g u a g e  and Tha i  
cus toms seem more n a t u r a l  t h a n  t h o s e  of  t h e  Chinese.  T h i s  i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u t h e r n  
r e g i o n s ,  where a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  a r e  concen-  
t r a t e d ;  i n  n o r t h e a s t  T h a i l a n d  where Chinese  a r e  s c a t t e r e d ,  f o r  
example,  many Chinese  c h i l d r e n  answer t h e i r  p a r e n t s  i n  Tha i  even  
when spoken t o  i n  Chinese ,  

Another  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r ,  .which w i l l  have an  i n c r e a s i n g  
e f f e c t  a s  t ime  goes  on, i s  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  China, 
With f ewer  economic i n t e r e s t s  and weaker t i e s  i n  t h e i r  home 
v i l l a g e s ,  more and more of  t h e  Chinese  i n  T h a i l a n d  have l e s s  i n -  
t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  p l a c e s  and a r e  more w i l l i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  Thai land .  The s t o p p a g e  of immigra t ion- - i f  i t  
p r o v e s  t o  be permanent ,  a s  i t  may--will  a l s o  be i m p o r t a n t ,  Not 
o n l y  w i l l  i t  r e d u c e  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  China, b u t  a l s o  i t  w i l l  s t a b i l i z e  
t h e  p r e s e n t  r a t i o  of  Chinese  men and women i n  T h a i l a n d  (which i s  
a b o u t  t h r e e  t o  two),  and i t  w i l l  g i v e  added i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  i n t e r -  
m a r r i a g e  and a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Thai  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p l a c e d  on t h e  Chinese  
i n  T h a i l a n d  p r o v i d e  a t remendous  i m p e t u s- - d e s p i t e  r e s e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Thai- - for  Chinese  t o  become Tha i  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way. O f  
c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  migh t  be d e s c r i b e d  more i n  t e r m s  of assuming 
p r o t e c t i v e  c o l o r a t i o n  t h a n  i n  t e r m s  of genuine  a s s i m i l a t i o n ;  b u t  
i t  does  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  t r e n d  toward  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  because  i t s  
e f f e c t s ' c a r r j r  over  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h e  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d .  For  
example, a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  t o p  Chinese  l e a d e r s  i n  Bangkok 
now send t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  a s c h o o l  c a l l e d  Assumption College- -  
which h a s  a  h i g h  p r e s t i g e  r a t i n g  i n  T h a i l a n d  b u t  which does n o t  
t e a c h  C h i n e s e- - r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e i r  own Chinese  s c h o o l s ,  

One i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t  of t h i s  a s s i m i l a t i o n  p r o c e s s  may 
be a  su-b t le ,  s low change i n  c e r t a i n  v a l u e s  a c c e p t e d  by Tha i  
s o c i e t y ,  because  even  t h o s e  Chinese  who a r e  most a s s i m i l a t e d  seem 
t o  c l i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  Chinese  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  The p r o d u c t  of 
a s s i m i l a t i o n  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  be a  group of Tha i  who p l a c e  g r e a t  
i m p o r t a n c e  upon h a r d  work, economic c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  
w e a l t h ,  and f a m i l y  s o l i d a r i t y - - C h i n e s e  v a l u e s  which have n o t  been  
p r i m a r y  i n  Tha i  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  p a s t .  There a r e  a l r e a d y  some Thai  
f a m i l i e s  of Ch inese  o r i g i n  i n  which one c a n  s e e  t h a t  t h e s e  v a l u e s  
have p e r s i s t e d ,  and t h e r e  i s  no doubt  t h a t  t h e  impor tance  of t h e  
f a m i l y  i n  Tha i  s o c i e t y  as a whole i s  growing, U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  t h e  



Tha i  f a m i l y  h a s  been  such a  l o o s e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  an  
ave rage  pe r son  had l i t t l e  s ense  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y ;  f o r  
example, most f a m i l i e s  had  no surnames t o  p a s s  on, and o f t e n  
t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  t r a c e  t h e i r  l i n e a g e  beyond t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  
Now a l l  T h a i  f a m i l i e s  a r e  supposed t o  have surnames, and an i n -  
c r e a s i n g  number of them a r e  aware o f  t h e i r  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y .  

I f  t h e  p r o c e s s  of a s s i m i l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
n o t  o n l y  w i l l  t h e  Chinese community i n  T h a i l a n d  change b u t  a l s o  
Thai s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  may undergo s i g n i f i c a n t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s .  




