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Hong Kong r e s t s  on t h e  edge o f  two wor lds ,  But some- 
t i m e s  you f o r g e t  i t ,  because  t h e  p l a c e  i s  s o  calm, b e a u t i f u l ,  and 
"normal." Then, u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  something  h a ~ p e n s  which s h a k e s  you 
e m o t i o n a l l y  and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  making you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  f r a i l  
w i r e  f e n c e  s e p a r a t i n g  Hong Kong from Communist China  s y m b o l i z e s  
a  chasm which i s  f r i g h t e n i n g l y  wide and deep  i n  many r e s p e c t s .  

On F e b r u a r y  28, a f r i e n d  o f  mine t o l d  me t h a t  I l o o k e d  
p a l e .  I have rlu a o u b t  t h a t  I d id .  During t h e  p r e v i o u s  twenty-  
f o u r  h o u r s  I underwent  an e x p e r i e n c e  which was g e n u i n e l y  unnerv-  
i n g .  I saw a n d q t a l k e d  w i t h  two young Americans who had j u s t  
emerged from Communist China a f t e r  s e r v i n g  th ree- and- a- ha l f- yea r  
" s e n t e n c e s w  f o r  " e s p i o n a g e e t l  Both were c o m p l e t e l y  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  
i n  t h e  i d e o l o g y  and wor ld  o u t l o o k  o f  t h e i r  communist j a i l e r s .  

When Mrs. Adele R i c k e t t  and Malcolm B e r s o h n -a r r i v e d  i n  
Hong Kong on F e b r u a r y  27, i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  j u b i l a n t  a b o u t  t h e i r  
r e l e a s e  o r  r e s e n t f u l  a g a i n s t  t h e  Peking  reg ime under  which t h e y  
were impr i soned ,  t h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  made i t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  wor ld  t h a t  
t h e y  had become d e d i c a t e d  s u p p o r t e r s  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
f o r  t h e  communist cause .  Both o f  them f l a b b e r g a s t e d  f r i e n d s  and 
r e p o r t e r s  who met t h e i r  t r a i n  by open ly  c o n f e s s i n g  comple te  g u i l t  
as l l s p i e s , l l  e x p r e s s i n g  deep "shame and remorse n f o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  
p a s t  " c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese  peop le ,"  p r a i s i n g  communism and 
t h e  Peking  reg ime e x t r a v a g a n t l y ,  and announcing t h a t  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o  "work f o r  t h e  people."  

Mrsi 3 i c k e t t  and Bersohn seemed t o  be under  some s o r t  
o f  s p e l l  even  a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  b o r d e r ,  A s  t h e y  t a l k e d  t o  r e -  
p o r t e r s ,  t h e  words came f l o w i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  c l i c h g s  and v o c a b u l a r y  
o f  Radio Peking;  i t  was as if t h e y  were r e p e a t i n g  a  communist 
c a t e c h i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e s c r i b i n g  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  The whole 
per formance  seemed u n r e a l ,  even  though b o t h  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and 
Bersohn spoke  w i t h  obv ious  c o n v i c t i o n .  A s  I l i s t e n e d  t o  them, 
t h e  dominant  t h o u g h t  which k e p t  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  my head  was t h a t  -. 
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t h e i r  b o d i e s  had been f r e e d  from j a i l  b u t  t h a t  t h e i r  minds were 
s t i l l  i m p r i s o n e d  b y  t h e  nar row dogmas t o  which, amazingly ,  t h e y  
had  been  c o n v e r t e d  w h i l e  b e h i n d  b a r s .  They were s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  
a wor ld  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e i r  minds b y  y e a r s  o f  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  i n  p r i s o n .  

Both Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn came o u t  of China  hypno- 
t i z e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i s t s ~  " t r u t h s , "  which t h e y  l e a r n e d  no t  b y  
p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o r  r e a s o n i n g  b u t  by  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  j a i l .  
I n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h e y  spoke c o n s t a n t l y  of t h e  " t r u t h e n  What a 
s h o r t  and s imple  word 1 Webster  s a y s  t h a t  i t  means " c o n f o r m i t y  t o  
f a c t  and r e a l i t y . "  Simple  enough, i n  t h e o r y .  But Mrs. R i c k e t t  
and Bersohn seem t o  have  l o s t  o r  abandoned t h e i r  own c a p a c i t y  t o  
make i n d e p e n d e n t  judgments  on n f a c t s n  and t t r e a l i t i e s t t  and t o  have  
a c c e p t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  t h e  " t r u t h s u  p r o p a g a t e d  w i t h i n  p r i s o n  w a l l s  
i n  Peking. 

These two young Americans a r e  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  
examples  t o  d a t e  o f  f o r e i g n e r s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  w i t h i n  
Communist C h i n a ' s  j a i l s .  They a r e  d i s t u r b i n g  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e  
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of t h e  human mind t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e s ,  and 
s t r i k - i n g  p r o o f  of  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of Chinese  Communist i n -  
d o c t r i n a t i o n  methods. . 

Malcolm Bersohn,  age twenty- nine ,  comes from New York 
C i t y ,  where h i s  f a t h e r ,  a l awyer ,  l i v e s  on Park  Avenue. He i s  a 
t a l l ,  l a n k y  p e r s o n  who l o o k s  younger  t h a n  h i s  y e a r s .  

Bersohn r e c e i v e d  h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a t  H a m a r d o  
where he s t u d i e d  b io logy .  A f t e r  b e i n g  g r a d u a t e d  i n  1944 he  
j o i n e d  t h e  army, and i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  was s e n t  t o  China. 
F o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  o r  so,  he says ,  h e  worked f o r  t h e  o f f i c e '  o f  
S t r a t e g i c  S e r v i c e s ,  one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  war t ime U.S. i n t e l l i g e n c e  
a g e n c i e s ,  b e f o r e  b e i n g  demobi l i zed  and s e n t  home i n  1946. 

More s t u d y  i n  t h e  U.S. fo l lowed ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  
l u r e  o f  t h e  O r i e n t  i n f e c t e d  Bersohn a s  i t  d i d  many o f  h i s  f e l l o w  
G I ' s  d u r i n g  t h e  war. By 1948 h e  was back  i n  China, t h i s  t ime 
s t u d y i n g  t o  be  a d o c t o r  a t  Peking  Union Medica l  C o l l e g e ,  t h e  
Rockefe l le r- endowed i n s t i t u t i o n  which used  t o  g i v e  t h e  f i n e s t  
m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  China. 

I n  e a r l y  1949 t h e  communists e n t e r e d  Peking.  A t  f i r s t  
Bersohn,  l i k e  most o t h e r  f o r e i g n e r s  who had  n o t  e v a c u a t e d  t h e  
c i t y ,  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  work u n d i s t u r b e d .  

I was i n  Peking  a t  t h e  t ime,  and a l t h o u g h  I d i d  n o t  
know Bersohn p e r s o n a l l y ,  I h e a r d  o t h e r s  t a l k  a b o u t  him. He was 
one o f  t h e  s o r t  who " s e t t l e  i n t t  ab road ,  l e a r n  t h e  l anguage ,  l i v e  
v e r y  much a s  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  do, and a v o i d  invo lvemen t  i n  t h e  



somewhat ingrown community l i f e  o f  t h e i r  f e l l o w  coun. t rymenfs  
e n c l a v e s .  He was immersed i n  Peking. 1, few of t h e  Americans 
t h e r e  who knew Bersohn r e g a r d e d  him a s  f l e m o t i o n a l l y  immature," 
b u t  p e o p l e  gave him c r e d i t  f o ~  " r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  
China. lt 

F i n a l l y ,  i n  J u l y  o f  1951, Eersohn was a r r e s t e d ,  a long  
w i t h  a number of  o t h e r  Americans,  and d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  a  Chinese  
Communist j a i l ,  From t h a t  t ime  u n t i l  l a s t  x o n t h  l i t t l e  was 
h e a r d  of  him, Peking  made no p u b l i c  ment ion  of  h i s  name, and no 
c h a r g e s  a g a i n s k  him were a i r e d ,  

A few r e p o r t s  a b o u t  him d i d  t r i c k l e  o u t  t o  Hone Kong, 
however, from f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s  and o t h e r  Americans r e l e a s e d  
e a r l i e r ,  These r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he  was a  r e c a l c i t r a n t  
p r i s o n e r  who f o r  a l o n g  t ime  s t o o d  up t o  h i s  j a i l e r s  and conse-  
q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  tough t r e a t m e n t  from them. Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  
p e r i o d  o f  h i s ,  impr isonment  he was s e e n  i n  c h a i n s ;  l a t e r  he was 
o b s e r v e d  manacled w i t h  h a n d c u f f s .  

Mrs. Adele R i c k e t t  i s  t h i r t y - f i v e ,  Her f a m i l y  home i n  
t h e  U.S, i s  i n  Yonkers,  N,Y.; b u t  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  b o t h  she  
and h e r  husband have  been  s t u d y i n g  China  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  During 
t h e  war h e r  husband worked f o r  t h e  O f f i c e  of  Naval  I n t 9 e l l i g e n c e t  
and a f t e r  t h e  war b o t h  o f  them d i d  g r a d u a t e  work i n  Ch inese  
s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Pennsy lvan ia ,  She r e c e i v e d  a n  M.A. 
t h e r e  i n  e a r l y  1948. 

I n  l a t e  1948, t h e  R i c k e t t s  went t o  China.  They r e -  
c e i v e d  F u l b r i g h t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  China 
and c h o s e  Peking  as a p l a c e  t o  s e t t l e  down. When t h e  communists 
took  ovell i n  1949,  "Deln  was working toward  a Ph.D, i n  Ch inese  
l i t e r a t u r e  and t e a c h i n g  E n g l i s h  a t  Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  on a  p a r t -  
t i m e  b a s i s ,  

A s  i n  t h e  c a s e  of Bersohn,  t h e  s t r o n g  arm o f  t h e  Chinese  
Communist reg ime descended s u d d e n l y  i n  J u l y  1951,  M r .  R i c k e t t  w a s  
a r r e s t e d  and s e n t  t o  j a i l .  Mrs. R i c k e t t  was p l a c e d  under  s t r i c t  
house  a r r e s t  f o r  o v e r  a  y e a r ,  and t h e n  she  t o o  was t a k e n  o f f  t o  
j a i l ,  There s h e  was a b l e  t o  w r i t e  n o t e s  t o  h e r  husband,  b u t  s b e  
was n e v e r  a l lowed  t o  s e e  him, No c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  e i t h e r  o f  them 
were p u b l i c l y  announced when t h e y  were a r r e s t e d ,  

Dur ing  1949, i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  
communist e n t r y  i n t o  Feking,  I saw something  of  t h e  R i c k e t t s  and 
g o t  t o  know them f a i r l y  w e l l ,  "De ln  i m p r e s s e d  me as a h i g h l y  
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  s t a b l e  American g i r l  whose i n t e r e s t s .  seemed t o  b e  
wore c u l t u r a l  t h a n  p o l i t i c a l ,  L ike  most Americans w i t h  hey k i n d  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  background,  however, s h e  d i d ,  of c o u r s e ,  have 
p o l i t i c a l  v i ews ,  They i m p r e s s e d  me a s  b e i n g  m i l d l y  New D e a l i s h  
and " l i b e r a l "  b u t  i n  no s e n s e  pro-Communist. She was, i n  s h o r t ,  
n e i t h e r  r a d i c a l  no r  u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e  b u t  somewhere i n  t h e  ~ i d d l e .  

Mrs, R i c k e t t  was i n  a  b a s i c  s e n s e  r e l i g i o u s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  



a l t h o u g h  she  was n o t  a p roponen t  o f  dogma and d i d  n o t  p a r a d e  h e r  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  v e r y  much i n  p u b l i c .  Her p e r s o n a l i t y  was one 
e x h i b i t i n g  q u i e t  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e ,  f r i e n d l i n e s s ,  and warmth. She 
was t h e  k i n d  of g i r l  one c a l l s  a t t r a c t i v e  even  though s h e  was n o t  
r e a l l y  p r e t t y .  

There  was no f o r e w a r n i n g  of  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  Mrs. R i c k e t t  
and Bersohn,  j u s t  as t h e r e  had been  none of  t h e i r  a r r e s t .  
Suddenly,  on Sunday, F e b r u a r y  27 ,  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
t h e  p o l i c e  a t  t h e  Hong Kong b o r d e r .  

H a s t y  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  f rom t h e  American Consu la t e -  
G e n e r a l  n o t i f i e d  a h a n d f u l  of  r e p o r t e r s  and f r i e n d s  o f  t h e i r  
a r r i v a l  and, by  t h e  t i m e  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t r a i n  from t h e  i n t e r -  ' 

n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r  t o  Kowloon s t a t i o n  had a r r i v e d ,  t h e r e  were a b o u t  
a  dozen p e o p l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  them a t  t h e  s t a t i o n .  

When t h e  two of  them s t e p p e d  o f f  t h e  t r a i n ,  i t  was 
obv ious  t h a t  t h e y  were t i r e d  and t e n s e ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  l o o k e d  i n  
bad  shape.  From a s a r t o r i a l  p o i n t  of view, t h e y  Q e r e  h a r d l y  i m -  
p r e s s i v e ;  Bersohn was wear ing  f a d e d  b l u e  j e a n s  and a n  o l d  g r a y  
s h i r t ,  w h i l e  Mrs. R i c k e t t  had  on b l a c k  s l a c k s  and a checked 
j a c k e t .  But  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  p h y s i c a l l y  t h e y  were a l l  r i g h t ,  
sound of  l i m b  and n o t  emac ia t ed ,  T h e i r  f r i e n d s  heaved a  sigh o f  
r e l i e f ,  and t h e  r e p o r t e r s  took  n o t e  of  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n .  

F i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  f r i e n d s  and  r e p o r t e r s  a l i k e  
were exchanging  q u e s t i o c i n g  g l a n c e s ,  s h a k i n g  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  
amazement and l o o k i n g  bewi lde red .  We were assembled  i n  a small 
s t a t i o n  t e a s h o p  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t h e  two o f  them, and what  we h e a r d  
was u n b e l i e v a b l e .  

The f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  a t  Bersohn. It was a 
g e n e r a l  q u e s t i o n  which asked ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  "Well ,  what h a s  happened 
t o  you d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  and a h a l f  y e a r s ? "  Very s imple ,  he 
s a i d ,  "1 was a  spy." From t h e n  on h i s  words tumbled o v e r  each  
o t h e r  as he v o l u b l y  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  g u i l t ,  h i s  shame, t h e  j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  f o r  h i s  a r r e s t ,  t h e  goad t r e a t m e n t  he r e c e i v e d  i n  j a i l ,  h i s  
a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  communists,  and h i s  s u p p o r t  of a l l  t h e  Peking  
r e g i m e ' s  domes t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s .  H6 spoke r a p i d l y ,  some- 
v h a t  n e r v o u s l y ,  and w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  emotion.  When q u e s t i o n s  
from h i s  l i s t e n e r s  showed doubt  o r  s k e p t i c i s m ,  he a rgued  h e a t e d l y  
t o  conv ince  t h e  q u e s t i o n e r .  He sounded l i k e  a spokesman f o r  t h e  
Chinese  Communist reg ime r a t h e r  t h a n  an American who had  j u s t  been  
r e l e a s e d  from a Chinese  Communist j a i l .  

A l l  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  p r e s e n t  s c r i b b l e d  f u r i o u s l y .  T h i s  
was t u r n i n g  o u t ,  unexpec ted ly ,  t o  b e  q u i t e  a s t o r y ,  No American 
e x p e l l e d  from China b e f o r e  had  t a l k e d  q u i t e  t h i s  way. Some had  
been  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i n  j a i l ;  many, f o r  



example,  had  b e l i e v e d  propaganda  such  a s  t h e  germ w a r f a r e  c h a r g e s ,  
o r  were i m p r e s s e d  i n  g e n e r a l  b y  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and dynamism o f  t h e  
Chinese  Communist' regime. But none had  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  
100- per- cent  p a r t i s a n s  and a p o l o g i s t s  f o r  t h e  communists. 

Mrs. R i c k e t t  s a t  c a l m l y  on t h e  s i d e  l i n e s  w h i l e  Bersohn 
h e l d  t h e  l i m e l i g h t ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  was s w i t c h e d  t o  
h e r .  When s h e  was asked ,  "And Mrs. R i c k e t t ,  what comment would 
you l i k e  t o  make on t h e  t h i n g s  M r .  Bersohn h a s  t o l d  us?" I am 
s u r e  t h a t  a l m o s t  everyone  p r e s e n t  e x p e c t e d  h e r  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
what had been  s a i d .  Her f i r s t  remark,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was s t u n n i n g .  
"1 a b s o l u t e l y  echo h i s  s t a t e m e n t s , "  she  s a i d .  Then s h e  proceeded,  
i n  h e r  own q u i e t  way, t o  add a good d e a l  more. 

The i n t e r v i e w  b r o k e  up w i t h  everyone  i n  a s t r a n g e  mood. 
Y r s .  R i c k e t t  d e c l i n e d  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s t a y  w i t h  an American 
c o u p l e  who had  been c l o s e  f r i e n d s  o f  h e r s  i n  Peking; s h e  c h o s e  
i n s t e a d  t o  t a k e  a room i n  t h e  YWCA. Bersohn went t o  t h e  YMCA. 

I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I must have an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  w i t h  
them a g a i n ,  t h i s  t ime  a lone ,  s o  t h e  n e x t  morning I t e l e p h o n e d  
"Del!' a t  t h e  YWCA. She was f r i e n d l y ;  n c e r t a i n l y ,  come on o v e r o n  
When I a r r i v e d ,  Bersohn h a d  a l r e a d y  j o i n e d  h e r ,  s o  I s a t  down 
w i t h  t h e  two o f  them i n  a  sun-washed YWCA lounge .  We t a l k e d  f o r  
a c o u p l e  of  h o u r s ,  T h e i r  answers  t o  my q u e s t i o n s  were l i k e  a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  fugue,  t h e  p a r t s  n e a t ,  r e g u l a r  and i n t e ~ t w i n i n g ,  
t h e  themes c o n s i s t e n t  and f a m i l i a r .  It was no a c t ,  however; I 
was a b s o l u t e l y  conv inced  o f  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y .  By t h e  t i m e  I l e f t ,  
I had t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a vague c h i l l  had s e t t l e d  o v e r  t h e  sunny 
YWCA lounge.  

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  i m p r e s s i o n s  of  p e o p l e ' s  
minds, b e c a u s e  such  i m p r e s s i o n s  a r e  formed n o t  o n l y  from what t h e  
p e o p l e  s a y  b u t  a l s o  on t h e  b a s i s  of how t h e y  s a y  it.  However, I 
know o f  no b e t t e r  way o f  g i v i n g  a  thumbna i l  s k ~ * c h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  of  mind o f  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn t h a n  s i m p l y  t o  q u o t e  some 
o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  s a i d  t o  me. I canno t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e p r o d u c e  f u l l  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  b u t  even  d i s j o i n t e d  f r a g m e n t s  may g i v e  a  rough i d e a  
o f  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g .  

A l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o u i n g  q u o t e s  were t a k e n  down v e r b a t i m  
i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e ,  and t h e y  were spoken w i t h  what a p p e a r e d  t o  me 
t o  be  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n .  

GUILT AND SHAME 

The q u e s t i o n  o f  e s p i o c a g e  c h a r g e s  and g u i l t  came up 
f i r s t .  Both Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn were d e t e r m i n e d  t o  prove  
t h e i r  own g u i l t .  



Bersohn: "When I was a r r e s t e d  I w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  g u i l t y  
o f  t h e  c r i m e  of espionage."  

R i c k e t t :  "My s i t u a t i o n  was c l e a r l y  e s p i o n a g e e n  

Bersohn: "1 knew i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h a t  I was g u i l t y .  
I n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  s e l f - r e s p e c t  one h a s  t o  confess . l t  

R i c k e t t :  " Befo re  I was a r r e s t e d ,  i n  my h e a r t  I knew 
t h a t  I was g u i l t y  o f  b e i n g  a spy ,  b u t  1 w o u l d n ' t  have  a d m i t t e d  
i t  .ll 

Bersohn: "We a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  such  l i g h t  s e n t e n c e s .  
One h a s  t o  b e  p e n i t e n t  t o  b e  r e l eased . "  

What d i d  t h e i r  "e sp ionage t t  c o n s i s t  o f ?  

Bersohn s a i d  t h a t  as a member o f  t h e  OSS d u r i n g  t h e  war 
h e  l ld id  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and e s p i o n a g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~  
Then, he  s a i d ,  when he  was i n  Peking a s  a  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  communist t ake- over ,  he  " d i d  a n o t h e r  p i e c e  of 
espYonageN when h e  "sneaked throughf t  t h e  "wave l e n g t h  of a spy  
r a d i o "  t o  an  American u n i v e r s i t y  l e c t u r e r  o u t s i d e  of Pek ing  who, 
Bersohn says ,  was a  "spyt1 and " n o t  a f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Chinese  p e o p l e e n  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he s a i d  t h a t  h e  d e l i v e r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  "Chinese  
V o l u n t e e r  Armyn t o  an American g i r l  i n  Peking; t h i s  g i r l ,  a 
s t u d e n t ,  was a l s o  a  "spy,"  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Bersohn. I n  s h o r t ,  he 
s a i d ,  "1 admit  I s p i e d  f o r  t h e  U.S, Government, It i s  a  f a c t .  
How c a n  I deny a  f a c t ? "  Bersohn t h e n  went on t o  s a y  t h a t  p re-  
v i o u s l y  he  had  had  a  " s a v a g e  m e n t a l i t y "  and Itdid n o t  knowt1 what 
he  was doing. L a t e r ,  he s a i d ,  he had  come t o  f e e l  t l f u l l  of shame 
and remorse." 

Mrs. R i c k e t t  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e r  husband worked f o r  t h e  
O N I ,  and t h a t  she  " h e l p e d  him i n  do ing  e s p i o n a g e  work," This ,  
she  s a i d ,  c o n s i s t e d  of  " m i l i t a r y ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e l l i -  
gence  work." She a s s e r t e d  t h a t  she  and h e r  husband e a c h  r e c e i v e d  
$2,300 from t h e  U.S, Government i n  l9L8,  and t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  
a n o t h e r  $3,000 i n  1950. " I n  t h e  beg inn ing , "  s h e  added, "1 was 
t e r r i b l y  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  s e e  what t h e  t r u t h  was." 

On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e s e  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  f rom t h e  " c r i m i n a l s n  

i n v o l v e d ,  may sound f a i r l y  conv inc ing .  Yet I know o f  no one who 
t a l k e d  w i t h  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn i n  Hong Kong who was con- 
v i n c e d ,  The two o f  them found t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  anomalous p o s i t i o n  
of c o n f e s s i n g  t h e i r  g u i l t  t o  peop le  who d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  them. 

I p e r s o n a l l y  a m  conv inced  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Mrs. R i c k e t t  n o r  
Bersohn was g u i l t y  of f lespionagel l  as t h e  t e r m  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e  West. 
I asked  Bersohn i f  h e  had e v e r ,  i n  Peking,  s u b m i t t e d  r e g u l a r  r e -  
p o r t s  t o  any  agency of  t h e  U,S. Government o r  r e c e i v e d  any money 
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  annoyed him, and h i s  answer was 
e v a s i v e .  "Espionage  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  money," he  s a i d .  I 
probed Mrs. R i c k e t t  on t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  money s h e  s a i d  came from 



t h e  U,S. Government, R e l u c t a n t l y ,  s h e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  $2,300 
s h e  and h e r  husband r e c e i v e d  i n  1948  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h e i r  F u l b r i g h t  
s c h o l a r s h i p  g r a n t s ,  and s h e  a v o i d e d  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
$3,000 which h e r  husband r e c e i v e d  i n  1950 b y  s t a t i n g ,  "Tha t  i s  
his a f f a i r ,  and I c a n n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  it." 

But b o t h  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn l e f t  China conv inced  
t h a t  t h e y  were g u i l t y  o f  l tespionage,! t  a s  t h e  te rm i s  used  by  t h e  
communists,  Zn s h o r t ,  t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  came t o  a c c e p t  t h e  Ch inese  
Communistst d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  word, which c a n  be  ex tended  t o  
c o v e r  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a l m o s t  a n y  knowledge a b o u t  t h e  reg ime,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  by  p e r s o n s  unsympa the t i c  t o  t h e  communists. 

Some news r e p o r t s  f rom t h e  U,S. f o l l o w i n g  Mrs. S i c k e t t t s  
r e l e a s e  i m p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  might  be  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  husband, 
who i s  s t i l l  i n  j a i l  i n  Peking ,  But  I am s u r e  i n  my own mind t h a t  
t h i s  was n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  She a p p e a r e d  t o  be  s i n c e r e l y  conv inced  
o f  h e r  own g u i l t  and, l i k e  Bersohn,  was n f u L l  o f  shaxe  and remorse." 
She was a b l e  t o  s a y  t o  me, w i t h o u t  emotion,  t h a t  s h e  was n o t  con-  
c e r n e d  a b o u t  h e r  husband,  and t h a t  n a t u k a l l y  he  would have t o  be  
i n  jail l o n g e r  than s h e  was " b e c a u s e  h i s  c r ime  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  
mine , I t  

I N F A L L I B L E  LAW 

From t h e  day  t h e y  were a r r e s t e d  u n t i l  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  n e i t h e r  Mrs. R i c k e t t  n o r  Bersohn was g i v e n  a  t r i a l  
o r  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a n y  c r i m e ,  Then, a b o u t  two weeks b e f o r e  t h e y  
I s f t ,  t h e y  were b o t h  " t r i e d , I 1  s e n t a n c e d  t o  t h r e e  and one- hal f  
y e a r s '  impr isonment  and l t d e p o r t e d l l  f rom China  Ifbecause t h e y  had  
a l r e a d y  s e r v e d  t h e i r  t e r n s , "  I n  v iew of t h e s e  f a c t s ,  t h e i r  
o p i n i o n s  on t h e  p r e s e n t  l e g a l  sys t em i n  Communist China  a r e  
s t a r t l i n g ,  t o  say t h e  l e a s t ,  Remember, a l s o ,  t h a t  Bersohn i s  
t h e  s o n  of  a  s u c c e s s f u l  New Pork l awyer ,  

R i c k e t t :  " I n  China t o d a y  a  p e r s o n  who i s  n o t  g u i l t y  
of a  c r ime  c o u l d  n e v e r  be  a r r e s t e d  o r  conv ic t ed ."  

Bersohn:  "1 was t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred  p e o p l e  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  i n  j a i l ,  I n e v e r  knew anyone who was n o t  
g u i l t y  of  s e r i o u s  c r i rnes .  I n e v e r  met one i n n o c e n t  person.'! 

R i c k e t t :  "They d o n ' t  a r r e s t  you u n t i l  t h e y  have 
a b s o l u t e  p r o o f  t h a t  you a r e  g u i l t y . "  

Bersohn:  "The l e g a l  sys t em i;? t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Democracies 
i s  t h e  most i n f a l l i b l e  sys t em on e a r t h ,  Why? It i s  democracy. 
Anyone who t h i n k s  t h a t  anybody e l s e  h a s  made a  m i s t a k e  o r  i s  
c a p a b l e  o f  ma?:ing a  m i s t a k e  can  e x p r e s s  h i m s e l f  on i t ,  That  i s  t h e  
e s s o n c e  a f  d e r n o c r a ~ y ~ ' ~  

I a s k e d  them i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e i r  
l l t r i a L s n  came a t  t h o  end r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e i r  



impr isonment .  O f  c o u r s e  n o t ,  t h e y  r e p l i e d .  They were g u i l t y  
from t h e  s t a r t ,  The a u t h o r i t i e s  make no m i s t a k e s ,  The systenm i s  
i n f a l l i b l e ,  

J A I L :  "WONDERFULN 

Bersohn s p e n t  a t o t a l  o f  t h r e e  and one- ha l f  y e a r s  i n  
j a i l  i n  Peking,  and, a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  he  was r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  
t o  have been  i n  c h a i n s  o r  h a n d c u f f s  d u r i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h e  e a r l i e r  
p a r t  of  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  Mrs. R i c k e t t  s p e n t  two and one- ha l f  y e a r s  
of  h e r  " s e n t e n c e v  i n  j a i l .  

There  have  been many r e p o r t s  on c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  
Peking j a i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r s ,  made by  p e r s o n s  who have come 
o u t  o f  China  d u r i n g  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  These r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t r e a t m e n t  of  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  v a r i e s  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  I n  some 
c a s e s ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  f a i r l y  l e n i e n t  i n  a  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e ,  
and t h e  emphas is  i s  on i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  I n  o t h e r s ,  however, t h e  
j a i l e r s  a r e  v e r y  rough,  and sometimes p r i s o n e r s  undergo  p r o l o n g e d  
p e r i o d s  o f  p h y s i c a l  m a l t r e a t m e n t ,  Most f o r e i g n  i n m a t e s  seem t o  
g e t  enough food t o  s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  b u t  t h e  d i e t  i s  
meager,  The c e l l s  a r e  u s u a l l y  overcrowded,  and p r i s o n  l i f e  i s  
e x t r e m e l y  a u s t s r e .  Many p r i s o n e r s  a r e  made t o  work. A l l  
p r i s o n e r s  l i v e  i n  an  a tmosphere  o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h a r a s s m e n t ,  
p r e s s u r e ,  and f e a r  w h i l e  t h e y  undergo i n t e n s i v e  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and demands f o r  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  

What d i d  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn have  t o  s a y  a b o u t  
t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  j a i l ?  

Bersohn: "1 was a lways  t r e a t e d  k i n d l y  w h i l e  i n  j a i l ,  
Everyone was--not o n l y  Americans b u t  a l s o  Ch inese ,  I h a d  
pneumonia once and a l a o s t  d i e d ,  The d o c t o r s  t r e a t e d  me day  and 
n i g h t ,  

R i c k e t t :  "The food  was good.!' 

Bersohn: "The Chinese  Government gave me two l i v e s .  I 
s h o u l d  have  been  s h o t  f o r  e s p i o n a g e  and w a s n ' t ,  I might  have  d i e d  
o f  pneumonia i n  p r i s o n  and d i d n ' t ,  I am c e r t a i n l y  g r a t e f u l  t o  
t h e  Ch inese 'peop le . "  

R i c k e t t :  "Our c o n d i t i o n s  were s o  good1 The P e o p l e ' s  
Government took  c a r e  o f  u s  so  w e l l  It' 

There  was no i r o n y  i n  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  They were made 
w i t h  genu ine  emotidn. 

One of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h e i r  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  o f  j a i l  l i f e  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  t a l k  a t  
a l l  abou t  t h e i r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  The ; r . r e fused ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  r ecog-  
n i z e  t h a t  t h e  " s tudy t1  and t t d i s c u s s i o n l t  g r o u p s  i n  which t h e y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  were i n s t r u m e n t s  of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  The whole 



p r o c e s s ,  t h e y  a s s e r t e d ,  was a  v o l u n t a r y  one i n  which t h e y  g r a d u a l l y  
came t o  s e e  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  t h e i r  p a s t  and a c c e p t e d  " t r u t h . "  

R i c k e t t :  t l In  j a i l  I sometimes s t u d i e d  and s o m e t i n e s  
worked, a t  sewing and such,  The s t u d y  was o f t e n  i n  groups,  
sometimes i n d i v i d u a l ,  But d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was f o r c e d .  Usua l ly ,  
t h e  demand f o r  s t u d y  came from me, It  was n o t  p l a c e d  on me b y  
t h e  government," 

Bersohn: "We c o u l d  d i s c u s s  a n y t h i n g  we wanted i n  j a i l ,  
It was f r e e   discussion.^ 

R i c k e t t :  "We had  no p r e s s u r e  p u t  on u s b n  

A s  I l i s t e n e d  t o  them make c l a i m s  such as t h e s e ,  I 
t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  who p r e v i o u s l y  had d e s c r i b e d  t o  m e  t h e  
s e v e r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e s  of p r i s o n  i n d o c t r i n a t 5 o n  which 
t h e y  had  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  I wondered how and when Mrs. R i c k e t t  and 
Bersohn had  been  "broken." But i t  d i d  n o t  s u r p i r s e  m e  t h a t  t h e y  
' could  n o t  admit ,  even  t o  themse lves ,  t h a t  t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  con- 
v e r s i o n  had  been  under  d u r e s s ,  

When Bersohn 'was a s k e d  a b o u t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  had  been  
k e p t  i n  c h a i n s ,  h e  became a g i t a t e d  and s a i d  he  would n o t  answer 
such  q u e s t i o n s .  

"THE TRUTHft  

E v e r y t h i n g  which Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn s a i d  p r o v i d e d  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  i n  t h e i r  Pek ing  j a i l  t h e y  had undergone a  b a s i c  
e m o t i o n a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e y  l e f t  China 
b e l i e v i n g  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r  i n  communist " t r u t h , "  

R i c k e t t :  " I n  a  P e o p l e ' s  Democracy, a f t e r  you e x p r e s s  
your  o p i n i o n , , t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  you a r r i v e  a t  t h e  
t r u t h ,  There i s  o n l y  one t r u t h ,  There  i s  o n l y  one s t a n d a r d  fo: 
judgment: what i s  good f o Y  t h e  most peop le ,"  .. 

Bersohn:  " E v e r y t h j n g  we r e a d  i n  t h e  newspapers  t o l d  
t h e  t r u t h ,  The newspapers  i n  China c a n n o t  t e l l  a  l i e ,  No, we d i d  
n o t  s e e  any p a p e r s  b u t -  t h e  Peking  P e o p l e ' s  Dai ly ,  b u t  i t  t e l l s  t h e  
t r u t h ,  It i s  n o t  d i s t o r t e d  l i k e  American pa;perset1 

R i c k e t t :  "When I f i r s t  went i n t o  j a i l ,  I a rgued  f o r  
American democracy, We had many happy d i s c u s s i o n s .  But  g r a d u a l l y  
I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I was l o o k i n g  a t  t h i n g s  from t h e  wrong v iewpoin t ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e  wrong g l a s s e s .  G r a d u a l l y ,  one comes t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
t r u t h ,  

Bersohn summed i t  up n e a t l y  when he said': " A  c i g a r e t t e  
i s  a  c i g a r e t t e ,  a  p i a n o  i s  a  p i ano ,  and t r u t h  i s  t r u t h e t t  How 
c a n  one q u e s t i o n  i t ?  There  i t  i s- - s i m p l e ,  c l e a r ,  undeba tab le .  



What had happened t o  t h e  rinnate s k e p t i c i s m ,  t h e  i n -  
s i s t e n c  e  on p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l  judgments,  t h e  
b e l i e f  i n  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g  which t h s s e  two g r a d u a t e s  of  l e a d-  
i n g  American u n i v e r s i t i e s  must once have  h e l d ?  Wholehear ted  
b e l i e f  i n  " t h e  one t r u t h v  h a s  s u p e r s e d e d  a l l .  

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn speak  t h e  way 
t h e y  d i d  of t h e  I t t r u t h , "  t h e r e  were no s u r p r i s e s  when I h e a r d  
them e x p r e s s  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  views.  

R i c k e t t :  " I n  t h e  New Democracy t o d a y  t h e  government 
i s  of  t h e  peop le .  I t  c o n e s  f r o m  t h e  peop le ,"  

Bersohn: "If L i n c o l n  were a l i v e  t o d a y  h e  would  be  a 
communist ." 

R i c k e t t :  "The C~mmunis t  P a r t y  i s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  
t h e  p e o p l e ,  Anyone wh3 wants  t o  work f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  can  j o i n  t h e  
P a r t y .  The p e o p l e  and t h e  Communis.t P a r t y  a r e  one," 

Bersohn: "It would be p e r f e c t l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  hava 
democracy w i t h o u t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Communist  part^.^ 

R i c k e t t :  !!There i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  you c a n  s a y  t o  
e x p r e s s  t h e  new s p i r i t  you s e e  i n  China ,  Many o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
of  m o r a l i t y  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  a k i n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
p r a c t i c e d  i n  P e o p l e ' s  China." 

Bersohn: " I n  t h e  whole wor ld  t h e r e  i s  nobody s o  
p e a c e f u l  a s  t h e  Chinese  g o v e r n a e n t  and Chinese  people."  

R i c k e t t :  "The communists a r e  always a g a i n s t  aggres ' -  
s i v e  war ." 

Bersohn: '?The Uni t ed  S t a t e s  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  p o v e r t y  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime  and i s  on t h e  r o a d  t o  war. D e p r e s s i o n  i s  
i n e v i t a b l e  i n  t h e  U.S. It  c a n n o t  be  avoided .  P e r i o d i c  d e p r e s-  
s i o n  i s  p a r $  of t h e  system." 

R i c k e t t :  " C a p i t a l i s m  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  from p o v e r t y  and 
war . 

Bersohn: "1 am s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n s  
of t h e  Chinese  peop le ,  a f t e r  t h e y  have comple ted  t h e i r  s o c i a l i s t  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  w i l l  be  much h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  s t a 3 d a r d  of  l i v i n g  
i n  any  c a p i t a l i s t  count ry ."  

R i c k e t t :  " I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  America w i l l  be  a  s o c i a l i s t  
coun t ry .  It  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  of  whether  t h e  U.S. ' s h o u l d t  copy 
t h e  U.S.S.R. and P e o p l e ' s  China. It i s  a  q u e s t i o n  of  whe the r  t h e  
U S  W It  a b s o l u t e l y  w i l l ;  t h a t  i s  t!i3 xay t h o  whole wor ld  



i s  i n e v i t a b l y  g o i n g O t t  

Bersohn: ,"Taiwan [Formosa]  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  Ch inese  
p e o p l e  and does  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  U.S. No e v i l  f o r c e  can  s t o p  
themett  

R i c k e t t :  "No f o r c e  on e a r t h  c a n  s t o p  t h e  Chinese  
p e o p l e  when t h e y  want t o  g e t  what i s  r i g h t f u l l y  t h e i r s . "  

The whole s c h e m a t i z e d  communist c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  world,  
p h r a s e d  i n  s t a n d a r d  t e r m i n o l o g y ,  was r e p e a t e d  o v e r  and o v e r .  I f  
t h e r e  had  n o t  been  such  c o n v i c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  manner of speak ing ,  
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  would have  sounded l i k e  
t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  a  w e l l - r e h e a r s e d ,  two- par t  s c r i p t .  One o f  t h e  
p a i r  would make a s t a t e m e n t ;  t h e  o t h e r  would a f f i r m  s u p p o r t  f o r  
i t  and t h e n ,  u s i n g  t h e  same t e r m i n o l o g y ,  add something  i n  t h e  way 
of e l a b o r a t i o n ,  The f i r s t  would t h e n  p i c k  up a c u e  and c o n t i n u e .  
And s o  on. T h e i r  answers  t o  q u e s t i o n s  were n o t  s h o r t  and s imple .  
They had  t o  answer e v e r y  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  t h e  comple te  v e r s i o n  of  
t h e  c a t e c h i s m ;  and  even  i f  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e y  would i n s i s t  on con- 
t i n u i n g  t o  +peak  t h e i r  p i e c e ,  

One v e r y  r e v e a l i n g  i n c i d e n t  t o o k  place w h i l e  we were 
t a l k i n g  i n  t h e  lounge  o f  t h e  YWCA. An American woman who had  
j o i n e d  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n '  n o t i c e d  t h a t  Bersohn was n o t  wear ing  
s o c k s  and a sked  him why. He was f l u s t e r e d  b y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and 
s a i d ,  "1 am s o r r y .  Yes, I s h o u l d  be  wear ing  s o c k s ,  s h o u l d n ' t  I? 
I w i l l  g e t  someett  He was l i k e  a  s m a l l  boy r e a c t i n g  t o  a  v e r b a l  
spanking .  I wondered how many, and how h a r s h ,  h i s  v e r b a l  t h r a s h -  

' i n g s  had been  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t , t h r e e  and a  h a l f  y e a r s  i n  j a i l ,  and 
whether  he  would e v e r  be  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  on h i s  own f e e t  a g a i n  a s  
an  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o n ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and e m o t i o n a l l y .  

"I AM N O T  WORTHY" 

The shock o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  them e x p r e s s i n g  communist 
dogma would have  been  l e s s  if Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Bersohn had  become 
members o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  When a p e r s o n  j o i n s  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  a p p a r a t u s  o f  communist o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a g r e a t  many t h i n g s  
f o l l o w  from t h i s  f a c t ,  But t h i s  was n o t  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  them. Both 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had  n o t  become P a r t y  members-- they seemed genu- 
i n e l y  s u r p r i s e d  when asked  if t h e y  had--and i n  my o p i n i o n  t h e r e  
i s  no r e a s o n  t o  doubt  t h e i r  c l a i m s .  They a r e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n v e r t s ,  
n o t  p o l i t i c a l  r e c r u i t s .  

When Bersohn was a s k e d  i f  he  had  j o i n e d  t h e  Communist 
P a r t y ,  h e  r e p l i e d ,  "1 have n o t  t h a t  honor." 

Mrs. R i c k e t t  answered  t h e  same q u e s t i o n  by s a y i n g ,  
"How c a n  we j o i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y ?  Only t h e  b e s t  p e o p l e  c a n  
j o i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  I am n o t  worthy. I have  committed 
cr imes."  



Both o f  t h e n ,  however, f e e l  i n  a vague,  u n d e f i n e d  way 
a  t remendous o b l i g a t i o n  t o  work f o r  t h e  comnunis t  c a u s e ,  f o r  t h e  
new l l t r u t h l l  t h e y  have  accep ted .  

Mrs. R i c k e t t ,  when a s k e d  of h e r  f u t u r e ,  p l a n s ,  s a i d ,  "1 
want t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U.S. t o  be  a n  h o n e s t  pe r son ,  work f o r  t h e  
peop le ,  and make up i n  some way f o r  t h e  harm I have done i n  t h e  
p a s t O v 1  

Bersohn s a i d ,  "1 w i l l  t r y  t o  b e  an  h o n e s t  and  u p r i g h t  
p e r s o n ,  a p e r s o n  who does  n o t  harm t h e  peop le .  I w i l l  t r y  t o  
a p p l y  t h e  m o r a l i t y  t h e  cornnunis t s  t a u g h t  me--you must  n o t  harm t h e  
people , l t  

My p r i n c i p a l  emot ions  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  "DelW R i c k e t t  
ar$d Bersohn were p i t y  and shock. I b e l i e v e  t h i s  was t r u e  a l s o  
of  most  o t h e r s  who t a l k e d  w i t h  them h e r e  i n  Hong Kong. There  
were v e r y  few a n g r y  r e a c t i o n s .  

My p i t y  was b a s e d  upon r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r i b l e  
e m o t i o n a l  s t r e s s  t h e y  must have undergone d u r i n g  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
i n  j a i l ,  and a p p r e h e n s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  t h e y  w i l l  have  i n  
a d j u s t i n g  t o  a w o r l d  i n  which t h e  " f a c t s , "  l l r e a l i t i e ~ , ~ ~  and l l t r u t h s n  
t h e y  now a c c e p t  w i l l  b e  i n  c o n s t a n t  c o n f l i c t  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  a t t i -  
t u d e s  t h e y  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  
w i l l  o b s e r v e  and* e x p e r i e n c e .  They have t r a v e l e d - a  h a r d  r o a d  
p s y c h o Z o g i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  and a  h a l f  y e a r s ;  a n o t h e r  
d i f f i c u l t  r o a d  l i e s  ahead. 

My shoclc came.from s e e i n g  what had b e e n  done under  
p r e s s u r e  t o  t h e  mind o f  a  p e r s o n  I knew. A f t e r  t a l k i n g  w i t h  
l1Del" R i c k e t t  I had  t h e  s i n k i c g  f e e l i n g  t h a t  " i f  i t  c o u l d  happen 
t o  h e r , . i t  c o u l d  happen t o  a lmos t  anyone I knowOt1 The Ch inese  
Communists1 methods o f  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  a r e  n o t  b a s i c a l l y  e s o t e r i c  
o r  m y s t e r i o u s .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  i s  t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  t h a t  
p e r s o n  s e e s  and h e a r s ,  as r.rel1 a s  t o  f o c u s  on him t h e  f u l l  f o r c e  
of a u t h o r i t y  and  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e ,  and t o  u s e  b o t h  p e r s u a s i o n  and 
t h r e a t  t o  make a  p e r s o n  c o n f e s s  p a s t  g u i l t ,  r enounce  p r e v i o u s  
a t t i t u d e s ,  and w h o l l y  a c c e p t  a new f a i t h .  ( s e e  A3B-3-lS4,) 

Of c o u r s e ,  my c o n v e r s a t i o n s  with Mrs. R i c k e t t  and  
Bersohn took  p l a c e  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  days  a f t e r  t h e y  l e f t  
Communist China, s o  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  judge t o  what  e x t e n t  t h e y  - - 

w i l l  be  a b l e  s l o w l y  t o  come o u t  of  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  t r m c e l i k e  s t a t e  
of mind and a d j u s t  t o  a  new env i ronment  during; t h e  r ~ o n t h s  ahead. 
T h e i r  j n d o c t r i n a t i o n  may, o r  may n o t ,  wear o f f .  

But c e r t a i n l y  when I t a l k e d  w i t h  them i m m e d l a t c l y  a f t e r  
t h e i r  r e l e a s e ,  b o t h  Mrs. R i c k e t t  and Eer sohn  were l i v i n g  i n  a 
world f a r  d i z f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  one I know on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  f l i m s y  
w i r e  f e n c e  s e p a r a t i n g  Kong Kong from Communist China. 




