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On one o f  t h e  wide avenues which c r i s s c r o s s  Djakar ta ,  
c a p i t a l  o f  Indones ia ,  t h e r e  i s  a modern white b u i l d i n g  bear ing  a 
s i g n  i n  bo ld  l e t t e r s :  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  Communist P a r t y  
of Indonesia .  It i s  headqua r t e r s  f o r  t h e  16-man body which 
c o n t r o l s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  and most impor tan t  communist p a r t i e s  
i n  Sou theas t  Asia. 

The PKI ( a s  t h e  Indones i a  Communist P a r t y  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
l a b e l e d  h e r e )  i s  an or thodox communist o rgan iza t i on .  However, i t s  
s i t u a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of many communist organi-  
z a t i o n s  elsewhere.  I n  Indonesia t h e  Communist P a r t y  i s  l e g a l  and 
competes openly  i n  t h e  a r ena  of p a r t y  and pa r l i amen ta ry  p o l i t i c s .  

The PKI i s  no t  on ly  l e g a l ;  i t  i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  unique 
p o s i t i o n  of suppor t ing- - for  i t s  own t a c t i c a l  reasons- - the p r e s e n t  
noncommunist c a b i n e t  headed by Prime Min i s t e r  81% Sas t roamid jo jo  
of  t h e  PNI ( Indones ian  N a t i o n a l i s t  Pa r ty ) .  I n  Indones ian  p o l i-  
t i c s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a mu l t i t ude  of  p a r t i e s ,  c a b i n e t s  made up 
of s t r a n g e  bedfe l lows  a r e  n o t  uncommon. But even by Indones ian  
s tandards ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  PNI c a b i n e t  c o n t a i n s  a  p e c u l i a r  combina- 
t i o n .  Besides  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  c a b i n e t  r e p r e s e n t s  seven 
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  rang ing  from t h e  anticommunist, r ight-wing Muslim 
Nahdatul Ulama t o  smal l  Marxis t  s p l i n t e r  groups such as t h e  
Labor P a r t y  and P rog re s s ive  Fact ion.  However, d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  PKI coope ra t i on  was e s s e n t i a l  i n  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  p rev ious  
Prime Min i s t e r  Wilopo i n  1953 and i n  making p o s s i b l e  t h e  forma- 
t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  Communists' 1 7  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  
pa r l i amen t  do no t  ho ld  a  s i n g l e  c a b i n e t  post .  

The PKI, t h e r e f o r e ,  suppor t s  t h e  Sas t roamid jo jo  c a b i n e t  
wi thout  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  it. The p e c u l i a r i t y  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  unde r l i ned  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a b i n e t  i s  no t  a v e r y  
popular  one. By suppor t i ng  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  PKI has  shared  t h e  
onus f o r  many unpopular  government p o l i c i e s  ( o r  l a c k  of p o l i c i e s )  
and has  been f o r c e d  t o  r e f r a i n  from t h e  s o r t  of v e r b a l  a s s a u l t s  
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a g a i n s t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  power which one e x p e c t s  f rom a Commu- 
nist P a r t y ,  

But t h a t  i s  o n l y  one s i d e  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  By s u p p o r t-  
i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  c a b i n e t ,  and by f o l l o w i n g  t h e  n n a t i o n a l  f r o n t n  
l i n e  d e f i n e d  by Communist P a r t y  c h i e f  A i d i t  i n  May 1952, t h e  PKI 
h a s  bought  t o l e r a t i o n  f o r  i t s  open, l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Conse- 
q u e n t l y ,  i t  h a s  been a b l e  t o  push  an e n e r g e t i c  propaganda  and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  campaign, which h a s  b u i l t  up t h e  p a r t y  from an 
i n e f f e c t i v e  group of  l e s s  t h a n  10,000 t o  a d i s c i p l i n e d  p a r t y  o f  
a b o u t  a h a l f - m i l l i o n  members, I t s  p o l i c i e s  have h e l p e d  t o  c o n f u s e  
and s p l i t  t h e  anticommuni'st o p p o s i t i o n ,  and t h e  p a r t y  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  
improved i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  b l u r r i n g  t h e  memory 
of  i t s  d i s a s t r o u s ,  Moscow- dictated Madiun r e v o l t  of  1948. 

I n  an i n t e r v i e w  which I had w i t h  I n d o n e s i a ' s  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  l a s t  week, S a s t r o a m i d j o j o  s a i d  t o  me: n I  do n o t  s e e  a 
t h r e a t  i n  world-wide communism t o  v a l u e s  I h o l d ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  
coex i s t ence , , , . . , I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e i r  i d e o l o g y ,  b u t  l e t  them 
have  t h e i r  ideology., . , , ,As soon as t h e y  meddle i n  o u r  a f f a i r s ,  
we w i l l  object..,...The PKI h a s  t h e  same i d e o l o g y  as i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
communism..,,,.But I do n o t  t h i n k  t h e  PKI l s  t i e s  w i t h  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  communism go beyond i d e o l o g y  and sympathy. There a r e  
n o t  s t r o n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t i e s  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communisme They 
a r e  a  n a t i o n a l  par ty ."  A t t i t u d e s  of t h i s ' s o r t  have p e r m i t t e d  thee 
PKI t o  b u i l d  up i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h  r a p i d l y  s i n c e  1953, 
and a t  p r e s e n t  i t  i s  one of t h e  f i v e  major  p a r t i e s  i n  a c o u n t r y  
where p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  f r a c t i o n a l i z e d  i n t o  dozens  of 
p a r t i e s .  

The PKI i s  now e n e r g e t i c a l l y  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  I n d o n e s i a ' s  
f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s .   h he p r e s e n t  p a r l i a m e n t  was a p p o i n t e d  
when t h e  Repub l i c  w a s  f i r s t  s e t  up.) I t s  p o l i t i c a l  workers  a r e  
more a c t i v e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  any o t h e r  p a r t y ,  I t s  hammer- and- sickle 
p o s t e r s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  a l l  ove r  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  And i t  i s  spend-  
i n g  l a r g e  sums of  money; t h e  t o p  l e a d e r  o f  a major  I n d o n e s i a n  
o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e  PKI i s  spend ing  nmore t h a n  a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  p u t  toge the r ."  

I n  view o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  my D j a k a r t a  h o t e l  roommate and 
I d e c i d e d  we would t r y  t o  o b t a i n  an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A i d i t ,  PKI 
S e c r e t a r y  Genera l ,  and t a l k  t o  him a b o u t  t h e  Communists1 e l e c t i o n  
p l a n s  and p l a t f o r m ,  Although b o t h  of u s  had  i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e  
l e a d e r s  of many of  t h e  o t h e r  major  I n d o n e s i a n  p a r t i e s ,  we were n o t  
t o o  h o p e f u l  t h a t  we c o u l d  s e e  A i d i t ;  he  had  g r a n t e d  no i n t e r v i e w s  
w i t h  f o r e i g n e r s  f o r  some time. We d e c i d e d  on t h e  d i r e c t  approach,  
took  a t ax i  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and walked i n .  

It was midaf t e rnoon ,  and t h e  Communist P a r t y  s t a f f ,  
l i k e  a l m o s t  everybody i n  I n d o n e s i a  a t  t h a t  t ime  of day, o b v i o u s l y  
was napping,  A young man came up t o  us ,  however, and asked  u s  
what we wanted. We gave our  names and asked  t o  s e e  A i d i t ,  and 
t h e  young man d i s a p p e a r e d ,  While we were w a i t i n g  we had a  chance 
t o  l o o k  around u s ,  The c l e a n  whitewashed rooms appeared  q u i t e  



o r d i n a r y .  I n  f r o n t  t h e r e  was a r e c e p t i o n  h a l l ,  w i t h  c o l o r e d  bas-  
r e l i e f s  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  hmmer and s i c k l e  and peace  doves,  b u t  t h e  
small o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  r e a r  l o o k e d  l i k e  o f f i c e s  everywhere.  On 
t h e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  room where we w a i t e d  t h e r e  was o n l y  one magazine;  
i t  was a s l i c k  Indones ian- language  v e r s i o n  of  a Ch inese  Communist 
p i c  t o r i a l .  

The young man who had g r e e t e d  u s  r e t u r n e d  s h o r t l y  and 
s a i d  we c o u l d  n o t  s e e  A i d i t  t h a t  day, b u t  he would l e t  u s  know 
l a t e r  whether  we might  come a n o t h e r  t ime.  Our f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  was 
t h a t  we h a d  been  g i v e n  a b rush- of f .  To o u r  s u s p r f  s e ,  we l a t e r  
l e a r n e d  t h a t  we had  been wrong. Back a t  o u r  h o t e l  we r e c e i v e d  a / 

r e q u e s t  t o  submit  q u e s t i o n s  and were t o l d  t o  a p p e a r  a t  PKI C e n t r a l  
Committee h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  noon on F r i d a y  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h .  Need- 
l e s s  t o  say ,  we k e p t  t h e  appointment .  

F i v e  p e o p l e  were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w :  A i d i t ,  two 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  men (one  I n d o n e s i a n  and one Ch inese- Indones ian )  who 
i n t e r p r e t e d ,  and we two i n t e r v i e w e r s .  F i r s t  we d i s c u s s e d  t h e  
w r i t t e n  answers  t o  o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  and t h e n  we t a l k e d  i n f o r m a l l y  
f o r  a f u l l  hour.  

I was s t a r t l e d  t o  s e e  how young A i d i t  is. There  a r e  
n o t  many g r e y b e a r d s  i n  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i t i c s ,  bu% A i d i t  i s  p o l i t i -  
c a l l y  p r e c o c i o u s  even  f o r  I n d o n e s i a .  He i s  an e x p e r i e n c e d  
p o l i t i c i a n ,  however; h e  began h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  a t  t h e  age of 
16 ,  and t h e r e f o r e  h e  h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  movements f o r  
1 6  y e a r s ,  e v e n  though h e  w i l l  o n l y  b e  32 on h i s  n e x t  b i r t h d a y ,  
July 30. 

According t o  a s h o r t  w r i t t e n  b i o g r a p h y  which was p r e-  
s e n t e d  t o  us ,  Dipa N u s a n t a r a  A i d i t  was born  i n  1923,  " t h e  c h i l d  of 
a low- ranking  employee of t h e  f o r e s t  depa r tmen t  i n  Sumatra." He 
comple ted  s e v e n  y e a r s  of e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  and t h e n  was " s e n t  by 
h i s  p a r e n t s H  t o  D j a k a r t a  t o  s t u d y  a t  a commerc ia l  midd le  ( h i g h )  
s c h o o l ,  n a l t h o u g h  A i d i t  h i m s e l f  had  no i n t e r e s t  i n  commerceen 

I n  1939, a t  t h e  age o f  16 ,  A i d i t  began h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
c a r e e r  when he  became a c t i v e  i n  a y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  
P e r s a t u a n  Timur Nuda  astern Youth Union),  and f rom 1940 u n t i l  
t h e  J a p a n e s e  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  1942 he was "one  of t h e  l e a d e r s N  of  t h e  
Youth Corps of  t h e  Ger indo P a r t y ,  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  Communist P a r t y  
which w a s  t h e n  underground i n  I n d o n e s i a .  

Dur ing  t h e  Japanese  o c c u p a t i o n ,  A i d i t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  
o f f i c i a l  b iography,  o r g a n i z e d  " t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  comradesll t h e  
P e r s a t u a n  Buruh Kendaraan   rans sport Workers  Union),  l a t e r  d i s -  
s o l v e d  by t h e  Japanese .  I n  1 9 4 3  he  j o i n e d  t h e  underground 
Communist P a r t y ,  and t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Communist and non-Communist 
youth,  he  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  underground a n t i f a s c i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
c a l l e d  Gerakan I n d o n e s i a  Merdeka,* o r  Gerindom ( F r e e  I n d o n e s i a n  
Movement), which " p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
t h e  independence  p r o c l a m a t i o n  on August 1 7 ,  1945." 



A f t e r  t h e  war, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  b iography ,  A i d i t  
h e l p e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h r e e  Communist- led mass o r g a n i e a t i o n s :  
Angkatan Permuda I n d o n e s i a  ( I n d o n e s i a n  Youth ~ r g a n i o a t i o n ) ,  
B a r i s a n  R a k j a t  ( P e o p l e ' s  Corps,  a p e a s a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ) ,  and 
B a r i s a n  Buruh I n d o n e s i a  ( I n d o n e s i a n  Workers Corps,  which l a t e r  
became SOBSI, now t h e  l a r g e s t  u n i o n  f e d e r a t i o n  i n  I n d o n e s i a ) .  
Fo r  a p e r i o d  o f  seven  months a f t e r  November 1945, A i d i t  was i m -  
p r i s o n e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  Dutch, b u t  when h e  was r e l e a s e d  h e  
became a c t i v e  i n  t h e  A g i t p r o p  Department  o f  t h e  Communists' 
C e n t r a l  Committee. 

A i d i t ' s  r i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  began i n  1947. I n  t h a t  
y e a r  he  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee. I n  1947  and 1948 
h e  was a l s o  S e c r e t a r y  and member o f  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o u n c i l  of  t h e  
F r o n t  Demokrasi R a k j a t  (Democra t ic  P e o p l e *  s ~ r o n t ) ,  i n  which t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  S o c i a l i s t  Youth and Workers '  P a r t y ,  as w e l l  as 
t h e  Communists, p a r t i c i p a t e d .  By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1948, A i d i t  
was a c a n d i d a t e  member of t h e  Communists1 P o l i t b u r o .  

Then came t h e  Communists1 Madiun f i a s c o .  I n  a n  open 
r e b e l l i o n ,  approved b y  Moscow, t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  Communist P a r t y  
t r i e d  t o  s e i z e  power. The r e b e l l i o n  was c r u s h e d  and S e c r e t a r y  
G e n e r a l  Muso was k i l l e d .  A i d i t  came t o  t h e  f o r e  i n  t h e  r e s u l t -  
i n g  confus ion .  I n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee Plenum i n  e a r l y  1951,  h e  
was " r e - e l e c t e d n  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and became F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y .  
S i n c e  t h e n  he h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  t o p  pos t .  H i s  r i v a l s  were subse-  
q u e n t l y  demoted, and a t  t h e  F i f t h  PKI N a t i o n a l  Congress  i n  
March 1954,  A i d i t  was chosen  S e c r e t a r y  Genera l .  It i s  c l e a r ,  
however, t h a t  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  i s  n o t  as c e n t r a l i z e d  o r  m o n o l i t h i c  
as t h a t  o f  some Communist l e a d e r s  e l sewhere ;  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  
numerous f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  PHI. But, a t  t h e  a g e  o f  31, A i d i t  
d e f i n i t e l y  i s  t o p  b o s s  a t  t h e  moment. 

One would n e v e r  g u e s s  when m e e t i n g  A i d i t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  t h a t  he  i s  b o s s  o f  a l a r g e ,  o r thodox ,  Communist P a r t y .  H i s  
manner i s  mi ld ,  l i k e  t h a t  of  a l m o s t  a l l  l e a d i n g  I n d o n e s i a n  p o l i -  
t i c a l  f i g u r e s  whom I have  met. But i n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  him, I soon 
o b t a i n e d  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  of shrewdness.  And b e f o r e  o u r  i n t e r v i e w  
was ove r  I had  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  h i s  m i l d  manner c o n c e a l e d  a tough-  
n e s s  undernea th .  

We began b y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  PKI and 
i t s  e l e c t i o n  p l a n s .  A i d i t  f i r s t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  PKI now h a s  a 
membership of  f l approx ima te ly  500,000 members and c a n d i d a t e  mem- 
be r s* ;  he  d i d  n o t  s a y  how many o f  each  t h e r e  a r e .  Some p o l i t i c a l  
o b s e r v e r s  h e r e  b e l i e v e  t h e  h a r d  c o r e  o f  f u l l  members would number 
f a r  below t h i s  f i g u r e ,  and even  a h a l f - m i l l i o n  i s  a  small number 
compared t o  t h e  seven  m i l l i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  members c l a i m e d  b y  t h e  
l a r g e s t  p a r t y  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  t h e  Masjumi ( I s l a m i c )  P a r t y ,  But 
t h e  Communist P a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e s  i t s  members more e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a n  
does  any o t h e r  group, and t h e  Masjumi l e a d e r ,  N a t s i r ,  t o l d  me t h a t  
h i s  p a r t y  e x p e c t e d  g r e a t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n  from t h e  PKI t h a n  from 
any o t h e r  p a r t y  i n  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s ,  



The PKI, A i d i t  s a i d ,  p l a n s  t o  r u n  231 c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
p a r l i a m e n t  and 422  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  assembly  which w i l l  
f o r m a l l y  a d o p t  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  I n d o n e s i a ,  ( P a r l i a m e n t  and 
t h e  a s sembly  w i l l  have r o u g h l y  260 and 520 s e a t s  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
f i l l e d  on a p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b a s i s  from 15 e l e c t i o n  
d i s t r i c t s . )  Then, i n  a s t a t e m e n t  which was p e c u l i a r l y  n e g a t i v e  
f o r  a p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  t o  make b e f o r e  a n  e l e c t i o n ,  he  s a i d :  "The 
PKI e x p e c t s  t o  win n o t  more t h a n  o n e- t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  amount of  
s e a t s , "  The o n l y  e x p l a n a t i o n  I c o u l d  t h i n k  of f o r  t h i s  p h r a s e o l o g y  
was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  PKI seems t o  be t r y i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  a larmism 
a b o u t  i t s  d e v e l o p i n g  s t r e n g t h  which migh t  l e a d  t o  r e p r e s s i v e  
measures.  A c t u a l l y ,  A i d i t ' s  maximum e s t i m a t e  i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  
o f  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  o b s e r v e r s  i n  I n d o n e s i a ,  who b e l i e v e  t h e  
PKI migh t  win from 1 0  t o  15  p e r  c e n t ,  and a maximum of 25 p e r  c e n t ,  
o f  p a r l i a m e n t ' s  s e a t s .  Even 15 p e r  c e n t  of  th.e s e a t s  would be a 
p o w e r f u l  b l o c ,  however, i n  a c o u n t r y  where t h e r e  a r e  s o  many 
p a r t i e s .  But most p e o p l e  i n  I n d o n e s i a  a r e  wary of  making f i r m  
p r e d i c t i o n s ,  because t h e r e  i s  no p r e c e d e n t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  
and t h e r e f o r e  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  go on, 

According t o  A i d i t ,  t h e  PKISs o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  " s p r e a d  
i n  a l l  p r o v i n c e s  and a l l  c o u n t i e s  o r  government a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
u n i t s  o f  c o u n t y  l e v e l  t h r o u g h o u t  I n d o n e s i a  (more o r  l e s s  2 0 0 ) ~ "  
The p a r t y v s  membership, h e  s a i d ,  nmainly c o n s i s t s  o f  p e a s a n t s  
f o l l o w e d  up by t h e  workers ,  s t u d y i n g  you th ,  and government 
 official^,^ 

We t h e n  asked  him s e v e r a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  P K I f s  
" n a t i o n a l  f r o n t w  p o l i c y .  A i d i t  f i r s t  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between t h e  PKI and t h e  PNI which i t  i s  s u p p o r t i n g .  nThe PKI aims 
a t  a C o m u n i s t  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  PNI does  n o t ,  The PKI r e c o g n i s e s  t h e  
l e a d i n g  r o l e  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  PNI does  
n o t e w  Then he  went on t o  say :  nBut ,  f o r  n a t i o n a l  independence ,  
t h e  PKI t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  PNI and o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t i e s ,  yes ,  
and a l s o  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  founded on r e l i g i o n ,  have t h e  same 
i n t e r e s t s .  Together ,  we d e s i r e  t h a t  t h e  f o r e i g n  i m p e r i a l i s t s  
q u i t  o u r  ~ o u n t r y . , , ~ , . T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  fo rming  a  c o a l i t i o n  
government a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  does  n o t  o n l y  e x i s t  between 
t h e  PKI and t h e  PNI b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t i e s  
and t h e  p a r t i e s  b a s e d  on r e l i g i o n ,  i n  t h e  f irst  p l a c e  t h o s e  based  
on t h e  I s l a m i c  f a i t h . n  When p r e s s e d  t o  e l a b o r a t e ,  A i d i t  con-  
t i n u e d :  "Now we a r e  a iming a t  a b r o a d e r  n a t i o n a l  f r o n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  
n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  Muslims, C h r i s t i a n s ,  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  PNI b u t  w i t h  
o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t i e s .  We would l i k e  even t h e  Hasjumi t o  come 
i n t o  a n a t i o n a l  f r o n t ,  Also t h e  PSI ( s o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ) ;  we would 
l i k e  i t  v e r y  much. There i s  n o t  a s i n g l e  p a r t y  which s h o u l d  be 
excluded,"  T h i s  sweeping and r a t h e r  amazing s t a t e m e n t  had  l i t t l e  
r e l a t i o n  t o  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s ,  Both Natsir, Masjumi c h i e f ,  and 
S j a h r i r ,  PSI head,  d e s c r i b e d  t o  me t h e  s t r o n g  anti-Communist s t a n d  
of  t h e i r  p a r t i e s ,  and any c o d i t i o n  between them and t h e  PKI seems 
remote i n d e e d ,  But  A i d i t ' s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  o f f e r  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  
would seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  f o r  t a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s  t h e  PKI would be 
w i l l i n g  t o  j o i n  w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p a r t i e s  i n  forming a c a b i n e t  
a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o r e s t a l l  a Mas jumi -Soc ia l i s t  



c a b i n e t ,  which many o b s e r v e r s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  f e e l  i s  t h e  l i k e l i e s t  
p o s s i b i l i t y .  I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  PKI seems t o  be p u s h i n g  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  f r o n t , "  n c o a l i t i o n l t  idea- - a s t a n d a r d  communist t a c t i c  
i n  some s i t u a t i o n s- - a b o u t  as f a r  as i t  can go. 

One o f  my p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r e s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  was 
t o  l e a r n  t o  what e x t e n t  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a n d  and t h e  program of 
t h e  PKI i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  (which i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  
many r e s p e c t s  f rom t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  China i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s )  c o r r e-  
spond t o  t h o s e  of  t h o  Chinese  Communist P a r t y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  p r e-  
c e d i n g  i t s  assumpt ion  o f  power i n  1949. I asked  A i d i t  t o  d e s c r i b e  
t h e  s o c i a l  and economic program of  t h e  PKI. 

"The most i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  of t h e  PKIIs  program f o r  
I n d o n e s i a , "  he  s a i d ,  narc: t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  
b e l o n g i n g  Lo t h e  Dutch i m p e r i a l i s t s  and t h e  a g r a r i a n  r e fo rm ( t h e  
c o n f i s c a t i o n  of  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  l a n d l o r d s  and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of l a n d s  w i t h o u t  payment t o  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t o  
t h e  l a n d l e s s  p e a s a n t s  o r  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  i n a d e q u a t e  l a n d ) .  

"The PKI i s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  I n d o n e s i a  h a s  t o  go 
th rough  a b o u r g e o i s  democra t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  f i r s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  A t  p r e s e n t  I n d o n e s i a  i s  i n  t h e  s t a g e  of 
t h e  b o u r g e o i s  democra t i c  r e v o l u t i o n .  

nBecause I n d o n e s i a  i s  an a g r a r i a n  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  main 
f o r c e  of  t h e  I n d o n e s i a  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  S i n c e  c a p i t a l -  
i s m  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  of  i m p e r i a l i s m  a l r e a d y  c o n s t i t u t e s  an  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  f o r c e ,  i t  goes  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  pro-  
l e t a r i a n  movement i s  a p a r t y  o f  t h e  wor ld  p r o l e t a r i a n  movement. 
The PKI c o n s i d e r s  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  c l a s s e s  i n  
I n d o n e s i a  t o  be a n e c e s s i t y .  The c l a s s e s  which t h e  PKI c o n s i d e r s  
s h o u l d  be i n  a c o a l i t i o n  i n  combating i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  I n d o n e s i a  
a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  u r b a n  
p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  and t h e  working  c l a s s . "  

I n  answer t o  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  from u s  A i d i t  e l a b o r a t e d  
some of  t h e  p o i n t s  he had made i n  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s .  

"By i m p e r i a l i s t s  we mean i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  Dutch 
i m p e r i a l i s t s .  I n  our  PKI program we s a y  we won ' t  t a k e  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  o t h e r s ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  be  d i f f e r e n t  i f  t h e y  h e l p  t h e  Dutch... 
The Dutch a r e  s t i l l  a b i g  problem. They s a y  we a r e n ' t  c a p a b l e  of 
h a n d l i n g  o u r  own affairs .  That  i s  why t h e r e  i s  d i s t u r b a n c e  i n  
bo th  t h e  economic and s e c u r i t y  f i e l d s ;  t h e y  ( t h e  Dutch) a r e  them- 
s e l v e s  c a u s i n g  it." 

n A g r a r i a a  reform,"  he  added by way of e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  
h i s  f i r s t  remarks ,  "is t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  l a n d l o r d  system and t o  
d i s t r i b u t e  l a n d  f r e e  t o  t h e  people....,.There a r e  no e x a c t  f i g u r e s  
on l a n d  ownership ,  b u t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  I n d o n e s i a  o v e r  one- hal f  
of t h e  l a n d  be longs  t o  t h e  l a n d l o r d s e n  I asked abou t  p l a n s  f o r  
c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  "The c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s  w i l l  de- 
t e r m i n e  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  a f t e r  l a n d  reform. We d e s i r e  it. But 



whether i t  w i l l  be immediate o r  we w i l l  have t o  w a i t  some t ime 
w i l l  depend on the  consc iousness  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s e n  

Then A i  d i t  l i n k e d  a g r a r i a n  reform and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  
about which he had a l r e a d y  s t a t e d :  nWhat we want i s  more indus-  
t ry ,*  e s p e c i a l l y  i n d u s t r y  " l i k e  i r o n  and s t e e l e n  "We b e l i e v e  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  can  be implemented o n l y  i f  i t  i s  preceded by 
a g r a r i a n  reform," he  sa id .  nOnly wi th  t h i s  a g r a r i a n  reform w i l l  
t h e  purchas ing  power of t h e  peasan t s  be i n c r e a s e d  and w i l l  peas-  
a n t s  be a b l e  t o  purchase  t h e  p roduc t s  of i n d u s t r y ,  I f  t h e r e  i s  no 
a g r a r i a n  reform and peasan t s  a r e  t oo  poor, t hen  i n d u s t r y  w i l l  have 
no o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  develop." 

Most of t h i s  sounded v e r y  f a m i l i a r  t o  me. I n  broad , 
o u t l i n e  i t  cor responds  t o  t h e  gene ra l  i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e  pursQed 
by Mao Tse- tung and t h e  Chinse Communists dur ing  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  
of t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power, A s  I l i s t e n e d  t o  A i d i t  expound h i s  
l i n e ,  I could  no t  h e l p  bu t  wonder t o  what e x t e n t  t h e  PKI program 
borrows from Mao's Chinese Communist program i n  a  d o c t r i n a i r e  
f a sh ion ,  and t o  what e x t e n t  t h i s  might l e a d  t o  i d e o l o g i c a l  weak- 
nes s  i n  t h e  PKI l i n e ,  s i n c e  n e i t h e r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Indones i a  
nor t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  PKI cor responds  e x a c t l y  t o  i t s  counte r-  
p a r t  i n  China, 

The i d e a  of a  two-stage r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  emphasis on 
appea l s  t o  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  sen t iment  and a g r a r i a n  
d i s c o n t e n t ,  t h e  p roposa l  of a  f o u r- c l a s s  c o a l i t i o n ,  t h e  d e s c r i p-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  peasan t s  as t h e  "main f o r c e n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  under 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  u l t i m a t e  c o l-  
l e c t i v i z a t i o n  and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  a l l  correspond t o  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e  fol lowed by Chinese Communists, One cannot  h e l p  
bu t  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e  PKI were fo rmu la t i ng  i t s  own program, with-  
out  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  Chinese exper ience  which Peking has  i t s e l f  
procla imed as t h e  "model" f o r  t h e  r e s t  of Asia,  t h e  fo rmu la t i on  
might be somewhat d i f f e r e n t ,  

The a t t empt  t o  base a  r e v o l u t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  upon n a t i o n a l -  
i s t  f e e l i n g  and peasan t  d i s c o n t e n t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  l o g i c a l  i n  a pre-  
dominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  country  r e c e n t l y  f r e e d  from c o l o n i a l  
c o n t r o l ,  

There i s  no doubt, f u r t h e r n o r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a g r e a t  
r e s i d u e  of anti-Dutch f e e l i n g ,  and resentment  a g a i n s t  t h e  economic 
p o s i t i o n  which t h e  Dutch s t i l l  h o l d  i n  Indonesia ;  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  pa s s ion  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  c o n t r o l  over West I r i a n ,  
One might s a y  t h a t  t h e  major v i c t o r y  of n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  Indones i a  
ha s  a l r e a d y  been won, wi th  t he  achievement of  independence i n  
1949; bu t  t h e  same could  have been s a i d  i n  China concern ing  t h e  
1945 v i c t o r y  over t he  Japanese, and y e t  t h e r e  t h e  f o r c e  of " a n t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s t n  n a t i o n a l i s m  cont inued  t o  be a  s t r o n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c u r r e n t ,  Perhaps one d i f f e r e n c e  between China and Indonesia ,  
however, i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  China t h e  Communists a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  
up t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  du r ing  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  v i c t o r y  over  t h e  
Japanese and t h e  momentum of t h e i r  movement he lped  t o  c a r r y  them 



fo rward ,  whereas  i n  I n d o n e s i a  t h e  Communists a r e  now a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  b u i l d  up t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  a f t e r  t h e  main v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  Dutch. 

Much more i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  be r a i s e d  a b o u t  t h e  
I n d o n e s i a n s t  c o p y i t ~ g  of t h e  Chinese  l a n d  program. The f o r a u l a  
o u t l i n e d  by A i d i t  c o r r e s p o n d s  c l o s e l y  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Chinese-  
c o n f i s c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l a n d l o r d s '  h o l d i n g s .  I n  China, 
l a n d l o r d i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  sometimes e x a g g e r a t e d ,  was c e r t a i n l y  a 
major  n a t i o n a l  problem, and t h e r e  w a s  w i d e s p r e a d  p e a s a n t  d i s -  
c o n t e n t ,  as w e l l  as a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  of  p e a s a n t  r e b e l l i o n .  Many 
q u a l i f i e d  o b s e r v e r s  b e l i e v e ,  however, t h a t  l a n d l o r d i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  
p o s s i b l y  growing a t  p r e s e n t ,  i s  n o t  a problem i n  I n d o n e s i a  t o  
n e a r l y  t h e  same d e g r e e  t h a t  i t  was i n  China, Al though a c c u r a t e  / 

s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  l a c k i n g ,  f ew non-Communist o b s e r v e r s  would a c c e p t  
A i d i t ' s  h i g h  e s t i m a t e  o f  l a n d l o r d  h o l d i n g s  i n  ~ n d o n e s i a .  ' Nor i s  
t h e r e  s o  s t r o n g  a t r a d i t i o n  of  p e a s a n t  r e b e l l i o n  i n  I n d o n e s i a  
as i n  China,  There  c e r t a i n l y  a r e  many a g r a r i a n  problems i n  
I n d o n e s i a ,  and s i n c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  m a i n l y  r u r a l  i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  Communists f o l l o w  Maots r e l i a n c e  o n  t h e  
p e a s a n t r y  a s  t h e  "main f o r c e n  f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement. But 
r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of l a n d l o r d  h o l d i n g s  - -  l a  Mao may n o t  have  t h e  
same b a s i s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  may be a l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  s l o g a n  i n  
I n d o n e s i a  t h a n  i n  China. 

P e r h a p s  an  e v e n  more f l a g r a n t  example o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  
e c l e c t i c i s m ,  however, i s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  f o u r  c l a s s e s  i n -  
c l u d e d  i n  t h e  PKI ' s  " c l a s s  c o a l i t i o n w :  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s  
c l a s s ,  t h e  u r b a n  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  and t h e  
working  c l a s s - - t h e  same f o u r  c l a s s e s  a s  i n  China. I n  China  t h e  
" n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e n  was i n c l u d e d ,  because  t h e r e  was i n  t h e  p o r t  
c i t i e s  a  modern Chinese  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and b u s i n e s s  c l a s s ,  new 
b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  which r e s e n t e d  f o r e i g n  economic predominance;  
t h e  Communists hoped t o  a t t r a c t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  n e u t r a l i z e ,  t h e s e  
men. I n  I n d o n e s i a ,  however, t h e r e  i s  no such  c l a s s  of any  s i g -  
n i f i c a n c e ,  A p a r t  f rom t h e  Dutch, a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  e n t i r e  Indo-  
n e s i a n  b o u r g e o i s i o ,  b o t h  " n a t i o n a l w  and n p e t t y , n  i s  made up of 
p e o p l e  of  Ch inese  r a c e ,  who have  remained  a d i s t i n c t  m i n o r i t y  
even  when t h e y  have  t a k e n  on I n d o n e s i a n  c i t i z e n s h i p .  I have  n o t  
met anyone who t h i n k s  it c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers o f  Ch inese  
i n  I n d o n e s i a  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  PKI; t h e  PKI i t s e l f ,  i n  f a c t ,  p l a y s  
down any  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  China  o r  t h e  Ch inese  t o  a v o i d  f e e l -  
i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  a n t i- C h i n e s e  s e n t i m e n t .  Logi-  
c a l l y ,  one might  e x p e c t  t h e  PKI t o  f i n d  i t  advan tageous ,  i n  t e r m s  
o f  i t s  domes t i c  p o l i c y ,  t o  l a b e l  t h e  Chinese  b o u r g e o i s i e  as 
enemies  o f  t h e i r  hoped- for  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p e a l  t o  Indo-  
n e s i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  But s i n c e  China i s  now Communist, t h i s  c o u l d  
be e m b a r r a s s i n g ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  Consequent ly ,  
t h e  PKI seems t o  be r a t h e r  a m b i v a l e n t  abou t  I n d o n e s i a '  s Ch inese  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  

I asked  A i d i t  abou t  his a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  r e c e n t  
Indones ian- Chinese  t r e a t y  on d u a l  c i t i z e n s h i p .  H e  r e p l i e d ,  "We 
approve  o f  t h i s  agreement  and c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  be  something  t h a t  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  d u a l  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  a  t h i n g  which i s  n o t  



d e s i r e d  by e i t h e r  t h e  Republic of Indones i a  o r  t h e  Peop le ' s  Re- 
p u b l i c  of China. I am of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a person  cannot  pos- 
s i b l y  be a  p a t r i o t  i f  he does n o t  c l e a r l y  adhere  t o  one c i t i a e n -  
s h i p  of which he i s  proud and which he w i l l  defend reso lu te ly . "  
La t e r ,  he added t h a t  wdiscr imina t ion  a g a i n s t  Chinese- Indonesians 
i s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e  former  Dutch po l icy .  Thsy gave a p r i v i l e g e d  
p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Chinese. That i s  why t h e r e  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
antagonisms. The PKI s t a n d s  f o r  an end t o  economic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  Indones i ans  of any origin."  

When asked how many members of Chinese o r i g i n  t h e r e  
a r e  i n  t h e  PKI, A i d i t  r e p l i e d :  "We do no t  have t h e  e x a c t  f i gu re .  
Rut i t  i s  v e r y  small.  I t h i n k  it would be l e s s  t han  t w o  p e r  c e n t o n  
He was obv ious ly  p l a y i n g  down t h e  Chinese component i n  t h e  PKI, 
bu t  t h e  low f i g u r e  i s  confirmed by e s t i m a t e s  of o t h e r s .  Some 
people b e l i e v e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  demotion w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y  n o t  
long  ago of a l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  named Tan Ling Djfe, a Chinese- 
Indonesian,  may u e l l  have been r e l a t e d  a t  l e a s t  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  a 
g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  of keeping Chinese- Indonesians o a t  of t h e  t o p  r a n k s  
of t h e  PKI, because o f  t h e  ant i- Chinese  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g  i n  
Indonesia.  

Not on ly  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of Chinese i n  Indones i a  a 
t i c k l i s h  problem f o r  t h e  PHI, but  a l s o  t h e  problem of r e l a t i o n s  
wi th  Moscow and Peking must be a cause  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  u n c e r t a i n t x .  

We asked A i d i t :  W h a t  a r e  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and ~ r g a n i ~ a -  
t i o n a l  t i e s  between t h e  PKI and t h e  Communist Party of t h e  U.S.S.R. 
and t h e  Communist P a r t y  of China?" He r e p l i e d :  "The ideo logy  of 
t h e  PKI i s  t h e  ideo logy  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s ,  t h a t  i s  t o  say, 
t he  same as t h e  ideo logy  of Communist P a r t i e s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  coun- 
t r i e s ,  t h e  same a s  t h e  Communist P a r t y  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union, t h e  
Communist P a r t y  of China, and the  Communist P a r t y  of t h e  U.S.A. 
Since  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Comintern i n  1943, t he  PKI h a s  no 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t ies  wi th  any Communist P a r t y  abroad. Apart  from 
s tudying  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of  t h e i r  own PKI l e a d e r s ,  t h e  members of t h e  
PKI have t h e  d u t y  t o  s tudy  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of f o r e i g n  working c l a s s  
l e a d e r s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of Marx, Engels,  Lenin, 
S t a l i n ,  and Mao Tse-tung. The h i s t o r y  of t h e  Communist P a r t y  of 
t h e  Sov ie t  Union and o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  of China a r e  t h e  most 
impor tan t  books t o  be s t u d i e d  by t h e  PKL membersen L a t e r  he 
e l abo ra t ed :  ?tWe s tudy  t h e  v a r i o u s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  of Communism from 
a l l  over, China, Russia,  even t h e  U.S.a "1s Mao o r  S t a l i n  more 
impor tan t  t o  you?" I asked,  remarking t h a t  what he had s a i d  
e a r l i e r  sounded c l o s e r  t o  Ma0 i n  my opinion.  " S t a l i n  a l s o  wrote 
on t h e  peasan t  quest ion,"  he r e p l i e d .  HComrade Mao Tse- tung took  
a s  a b a s i s  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of S t a l i n  and adapted them t o  China. W e  
w i l l  do t h e  saneon "But w i l l  yon start from S t a l i n  o r  from Mae?* 
I asked. He saw t h a t  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  p i n  him down, so  he laughed 
and s a i d ,  nWe start from Marx.If 

It was obvious  t h a t  A i d i t  w a s  aware of  t h e  problem of 
having two, r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  one, i d e o l o g i c a l  Meccas, and was 
t r e a d i n g  a  c a r e f u l  l i n e  by acknowledging t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of both. 



A s  a  f i r m  d e n i a l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any c o n f l i c t  i n  so doing, he s a id ,  
@ t h e r e  i s  no b a s i s  f o r  t h i n k i n g  of a s p l i t  between China and 
Russia." We asked him i f  he had v i s i t e d  e i t h e r  Moscow o r  Peking. 
He r e p l i e d  t h a t  he had gone t o  Moscow f o r  S t a l i n t s  f u n e r a l  bu t  
has  a n o t  ye t"  v i s i t e d  Peking. nDo you p l a n  t o  go?" I asked. * I  
haven ' t  thought  about i t  ye t , "  he answered, 

Desp i te  a l l  of h i s  hedging, I f i n a l l y  asked i f  t h e  PKI 
r ega rded  t h e  Chinese Communist P a r t y  as i t s  model, " Genera l ly  
speaking,# A i d i t  r e p l i e d $  wwe can s a y  t h a t  what t h e  Communist 
P a r t y  i n  China h a s  done i s  t h e  model f o r  what t h e  PKI wants t o  do 
i n  Indones ia ,  b u t  we have t o  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  what t h e  Indones ian  
people  themselves  want ." 
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There i s  a good d e a l  of s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  D jaka r t a  about 
how t h i s  problem of r e l a t i o n s  between the  PKI..and Moscow and 
Peking has  been worked o u t  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  f a c t u a l  
b , a s i s  t o  go on. A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  whether Moscow o r  Peking e x e r t s  
t h e  s t r o n g e r  c o n t r o l  o r  i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  PKI, o r  whether t hey  
sha re  a u t h o r i t y ,  most informed obse rve r s  admit t h a t  t h e y  do not  
r e a l l y  know. They u s u a l l y  end by a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  two Meccas 
must be a problem f o r  t h e  PKI, i n  any case .  The m a j o r i t y  of 
t h e s e  same obse rve r s  b e l i e v e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  Chinese Communist 
Embassy i n  D jaka r t a  and t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese community which 
i s  under i t s  i n f l u e n c e  provide t h e  PKI w i t h  a mador p o r t i o n  of t h e  
s i s a b l e  amount of money which i t  i s  now spending. 

Although t h e  PKI's b a s i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  t h e  two 
c e n t e r s  of world communism a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine,  t h e  most 
, appa ren t  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  ( f i n a n c i a l )  
suppor t  seem t o  l i n k  i t  w i t h  Peking. 

If t h e  PKI aims t o  c a r r y  o u t  a r e v o l u t i o n  modeled on 
t h a t  of  t h e  Communists i n  China, however, t h e r e  i s  one fundamental  
f a c t o r  which i s  miss ing,  namely m i l i t a r y  power. The Chinese 
Communists d i d  n o t  o p e r a t e  on a l e g a l ,  pa r l i amen ta ry  l e v e l ;  t h e y  
c a r r i e d  o u t  #armed r e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  armed c o u n t e r r s v o l ~ t i o n ~ ~  
One of t h e  most e s s e n t i a l  elements,  i n  f a c t ,  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
formula  which t h e  Chinese proc la im as t h e  model f o r  o t h e r  N c o l o n i a l  
and semico lon ia ln  a r e a s  i s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of peasan t  armies  t o  f i g h t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  government from r u r a l  " l i b e r a t e d  a r e a n  bases. ' 

Since  t h e  f a i l u r e  of  i t s  Nadiun r e v o l t  i n  1948, t h e  
PKI has  n o t  made any s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  toward a c q u i r i n g  a 
b a s i s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  power. It does n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  army o r  p o l i c e ,  
nor does i t  seem t o  have immediate p r o s p e c t s  of doing so. It 
does  no t  have armed g u e r r i l l a s  i n  t h e  coun t rys ide ;  t h e  on ly  
groups which do a t  p r e s e n t  a r e  v i o l e n t l y  antd-Communist I s l a m i c  
groups such a s  Darul  Islam, which now a r e  a g r e a t e r  d i r e c t  
s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  government t h a n  a r e  t h e  Communists. 

I n  a sense ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  PKIts program has an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t  from t h a t  o f  t h e  Chinese Communists, even though 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  l a t t e r  i s  obvious. The Chinese Communists 



t a l k e d  of a c l a s s  c o a l i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  spoke  from t e r r i t o r y  which 
t h e y  c o n t r o l l e d  and had  a r m i e s  t o  back them up. The PKI i s  , 

t a l k i n g  o f  n c o a P i t i o n "  and a " n a t i o n a l  f r o n t n  t o  a t t r a c t  v o t e r s  
and win more s e a t s  i n  p a r l i a m e n t ,  I n  many r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  PKI ' s  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  must  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  anyone a t  p r e s e n t  i s  a  s i g n  
of weakness ,  

There  i s  no doubt ,  however, t h a t  t h e  P K I l s  membership 
h a s  grown a t  a f a i r l y  r a p i d  r a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  The 
Communists a r e  l i k e l y  t o  emerge from t h e  promised  I n d o n e s i a n  
e l e c t i o n s- - n o w  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  t h i s  September- - as one of  I n d o n e s i a ' s  
m a j o r  l e g a l  p a r t i e s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n c r e a s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  
and i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  p a r l i a m e n t ,  

It i s  w e l l  t o  remember, a l s o ,  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  PKI 
P a r t y  Program, f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1953,  s t a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  Communist 
P a r t y  o f  I n d o n e s i a  r e g a r d s  i t s  works i n  p a r l i a m e n t  n o t ,  t h e  main 
work o f  t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s t r u g g l e  n o t  t h e  o n l y  
form o f  s t r u g g l e , "  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  main work and s t r u g g l e  aim a t  
a c q u i r i n g  a b a s i s  of r e a l  p o w e r- - e s p e c i a l l y  m i l i t a r y  power, If 
t h e  PKI b u i l d s  up a s t r o n g  enough p o s i t i o n  t o  f e e l  s u r e r  of  i t- 
self, and i s  u n a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  i t s  d e s i r e  f o r  power t h r o u g h  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  means, i t  c o u l d  t r y  e i t h e r  a coup as i n  Czecho- 
s l o v a k i a ,  o r  Mao's "armed r e ~ o l u t i o n ~ ~  as i n  China. But t h e  
c a l m e r  o b s e r v e r s  h e r e  do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  e i t h e r  i s  an imminent 
p o s s i b i l i t y .  




