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D i s t u r b i n g  Trends  i n  a n  Overseas  Ch inese  C i t y  
Which I s  Moving from C o l o n i a l i s m  toward  S e l f- R u l e  

A Repor t  f rom A.  Doak B a r n e t t  

S i n g a p o r e  
J u l y  7 ,  1 9 5 5  

The B r i t i s h  c o l o n y  of  S i n g a p o r e  i s  t h e  o n l y  p o l i t i c a l  
e n t i t y  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia i n  which Overseas  Chinese  make up an  
o ~ e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  C lose  t o  f o u r - f i f t h s  
of t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  a r e  Chinese.  Those born  o r  
n a t u r a l i z e d  i n  S ingapore ,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  a r e  " c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
Kingdom and t h e  c o l o n i e s "  and t h e r e f o r e  have f u l l  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  
r i g h t s ,  even  though Peking  s t i l l  r e g a r d s  them a s  Ch inese  c i t i z e n s .  
The Chinese  w i t h  B r i t i s h  c i t i s e n s h i p  now outnumber t h e  " a l i e n t t  
Ch inese  i n  t h e  co lony,  and t h e y  form a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  
e l e c t o r a t e .  i n  S ingapore .  

These f a c t s  assumed g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  
A p r i l  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  when t h e  B r i t i s h  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  ma jo r  s t e p  
toward  g r a n t i n g  S i n g a p o r e  s e l f  - r u l e .  The p r o s p e c t  o f  s e l f  - r u l e  
h a s  r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a C h i n e s e- c o n t r o l l e d  c i t y  l o c a t e d  
a t  t h e  most  s t r a t e g i c  c r o s s r o a d s  of S o u t h e a s t  Asia. I n  t h e  p a s t  
t h r e e  months,  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  h a s  become a p r o b a b i l i t y  because  
t h e  Ch inese  i n  S ingapore ,  l o n g  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a p a t h e t i c  a b o u t  l o c a l  
p o l i t i c s  under  c o l o n i a l  r u l e ,  have r a p i d l y  become v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  
t h e  co lony"  p o L i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  I f ,  as most p e o p l e  e x p e c t ,  S inga-  
p o r e  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  merged i n t o  one p o l i t i c a l  u n i t  w i t h  t h e  Federa-  
t i o n  o f  Malaya, t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Malays may make i t s e l f  f e l t .  
Eut t h i s  does  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  one of t h e  key  c i t i e s  i n  
S o u t h e a s t  Asia w i l l  undoub ted ly  be r u l e d  by  Chinese .  

S i n g a p o r e ' s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  un ique ,  t h e r e f o r e :  i t  i s  one 
i n  which p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  Overseas  Chinese  community 
c o n c e r n  a  m a j o r i t y  group, n o t  .a m i n o r i t y .  Now t h e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s-  
t i o n  i n  S i n g a p o r e  i s  n o t  whe the r  Ch inese  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  c o n t r o l  
t h e  c o l o n y  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b u t  what k i n d  of Chinese  t h e y  w i l l  be. 
W i l l  t h e y  be Ch inese  who a r e  p r i m a r i l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  co lony ,  o r  
w i l l  t h e y  have s t r o n g  t i e s  t o  t h e i r  Chinese  homeland? If t h e  l a t -  
t e r  group p redomina tes ,  t o  what e x t e n t  w i l l  i t  be l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  
p r e s e n t  Chinese  Communist reg ime i n  Peking?  
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Recen t  t r e n d s  a r e  d i s t u r b i n g ,  They i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  a  d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  S i n g a p o r e  may be r u l e d ,  a t  some 
t ime  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b y  Ch inese  groups  which a r e  P e k i n g- o r i e n t e d  
and  e i t h e r  c o n t r o l l e d  o r  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  Communists. 

S i n c e  l a s t  A p r i l ,  a r a d i c a l  p a r t y  i n  S i n g a p o r e  c a l l e d  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  A c t i o n  P a r t y '  (PAP) h a s  assumed t h e  r o l e  o f  a  p o t e n-  
t i a l l y  power fu l  o p p o s i t i o n  group i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, 
and h a s  s t e a d i l y  f o r g e d  s t r o n g  l i n k s  w i t h  o r g a n i z e d  masses o f  
w o r k e r s  ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y  ~ h i n e s e )  and m i l i t a n t  Chinese  s t u d e n t s .  
A s m a l l  group o f  PAP l a b o r  l e a d e r s  h a s  fomented i n c r e a s i n g  i n d u s-  
t r i a l  u n r e s t  and h a s  pushed un ion  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 
i t  may w e l l  be a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a m a j o r i t y  o f  organ-  
i z e d  l a b o r e r s  i n  S i n g a p o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  months ahead. The Chinese  
midd le  s c h o o l  ( h i g h  s c h o o l )  s t u d e n t s ,  s t r o n g l y  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and 
t i g h t l y  o r g a n i z e d  under  pro-Communist l e a d e r s h i p ,  have  become i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  d e f i a n t  o f  a l l  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y .  Twice d u r i n g  
t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months t h e s e  f o r c e s  working  i n  c l o s e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  
have d i r e c t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  power of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  government b y  
mob v i o l e n c e  o r  i l l e g a l  s t r i k e  a c t i o n .  

I n  t h e  background o f  t h e s e  developments ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e  Malayan Communist P a r t y  and  t h e  Chinese  Communist Govern- 
ment i n  Pek ing  i s  p l a y i n g  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e .  The Malayan Com- 
m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  which i s  overwhelmingly  Chinese  i n  membership and 
m a i n t a i n s  g u e r r i l l a  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  Halayan j u n g l e s ,  s h i f t e d  
t a c t i c s  i n  l a t e  1 9 5 1  from emphas iz ing  open w a r f a r e  and t e r r o r i s m  
t o  d e v e l o p i n g  s u b v e r s i o n ,  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  and a g i t a t i o n .  It now, 
i n  e f f e c t ,  c o n t r o l s  t h e  Chinese  middle  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  i n  S inga-  
p o r e ,  and i t  h a s  i n f i l t r a t e d  PAP and t h e  un ions ,  o b v i o u s l y  w i t h  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s .  The Peking  Government h a s  e x e r t e d  a  s t r o n g  
i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  Chinese  community i n  S ingapore ,  t o  such  
a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  now t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  few v o c a l  o r  a c t i v e  Chinese  i n  
t h e  c o l o n y  who a r e  n o t  e i t h e r  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  Peking  o r  n e u t r a l l y  
n o n a n t a g o n i s t i c .  The Chinese p r e s s ,  Ch inese  b u s i n e s s  o r g a n i z a-  
t i o n s ,  and a lmos t  eve ryone  e l s e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  an  i n e f f e c t i v e  p r o-  
Kuomintang h a n d f u l ,  p l a y  a long .  Fur thermore ,  u s i n g  d e v i o u s  
c h a n n e l s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h  Overseas  Ch inese  f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r s  
now i n  Peking ,  t h e  Chinese  Communists have  a p p l i e d  p r e s s u r e  on - 
l e a d i n g  bus'inessmen i n  S i n g a p o r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n t e r v e n e  d i r e c t l y  
f o r  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  ends  i n  l o c a l  S i n g a p o r e  a f f a i r s .  These 
f o r c e s  and i n f l u e n c e s  have c a u s e d  S i n g a p o r e  v i o l e n t  b i r t h p a i n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months of  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s e l f - r u l e .  

On A p r i l  2 ,  under  t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  g u i d a n c e  of 
B r i t a i n ' s  c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s ,  S i n g a p o r e  chose  i t s  f i r s t  m a j o r i t y -  
e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  body and Chief  M i n i s t e r ,  who were g r a n t e d  
wide powers i n  many f i e l d s ,  even  though London's  r e ~ ~ e s e n t a t i v e s  
r e t a i n e d  f i n a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  d e f e n s e ,  s e c u r i t y ,  
and f i n a n c e .  The e l e c t i o n  was p e a c e f u l  and o r d e r l y .  I t s  o u t-  
come, however, was a n  unexpec ted  v i c t o r y  f o r  a l e f t - w i n g  Labor 
F r o n t ,  much t o  t h e  r e g r e t  o f  most  of  t h e  c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o t s ,  
who had  hoped f o r  a v i c t o r y  of  c o n s s r v a t i v e s .  



Since  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  however, t h e  Labor Fron t  Government 
ha s  proved t o  be moderate, c l e a r l y  anti-Communist, and a lmost  
r igh t -wing  by comparison wi th  t h e  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  
and u n i o n i s t s  now working a g a i n s t  it ,  Almost from t h e  day i t  
came t o  power, t h i s  government has  had t o  f a c e  an a la rming  s e r i e s  
of c r i s e s  i n v o l v i n g  d i s o r d e r ,  l awle s snes s ,  f e a r ,  v i o l e n c e  and 
bloodshed,  While t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i k s e l f  w i t h i n  t h e  new con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  framework of t h e  colony,  i t  h a s  been openly  cha l lenged ,  
o u t s i d e  t h e  realm of democrat ic  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  by organ ized  
masses and d i s o r d e r l y  mobs. On s e v e r a l  occas ions ,  normal l i f e  i n  
Singapore  has  been s e v e r e l y  d i s r u p t e d ,  I n  mid-May, t h e r e  was an  
o u t b u r s t  of v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  government a u t h o r i t y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly as " a  n i g h t  o f  t e r r o r  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  Singa-  
pore--a n i g h t  of r i o t i n g  and bloodshed and k i l l i n g  by w i l d  mobs." 
More r e c e n t l y ,  i n  mid-June, t h e  l i f e  of t h e  co lony  was almost  
pa ra lyzed  by a  p o l i t i c a l l y- m o t i v a t e d  a t t emp t  t o  c a l l  a  g e n e r a l  
s t r i k e ,  l a b e l e d  by t h e  new Chief Min i s t e r  as a " d i r e c t  form of 
p o l i t i c a l  c o e r c i o n  endanger ing t h e  immediate we l f a r e  and s e c u r i t y  
of t h e  people,n I s  Singapore  t o  have law and o rde r  o r  r u l e  by a  
t f c o a l i t i o n  of unorganized mobs and an organ ized  m i n o r i t y  o f  unions ,"  
asked one of t h e  l e a d i n g  l o c a l  newspapers. Although t h e r e  i s  now 
a  l u l l  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  has  n o t  by any means been 
f i n a l l y  answered. 

Even i f  law and o rde r  do p r e v a i l ,  t h e  o rgan ized  s t r e n g t h  
of  t h e  r a d i c  a 1  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and u n i o n i s t s ,  w i t h  commu- 
n i s t  and Peking i n s t i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  background, i s  s t i l l  on t h e  up- 
swing, and t h e r e  i s  a d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  power of t h e s e  
groups may r e a c h  t h e  p o i n t  where t h e y  could  ach ieve  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e  government even by l e g a l  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  means, 

Unless  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  t r e n d s  a r e  checked, t h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e  B r i t i s h  must g ive  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y  o f  a  pro-Peking, pro-Communist Chinese government i n  Singa-  
pore ,  If such a  government came i n t o  power, i t  would have 
tremendous r e p e r c u s s i o n s  on t h e  g e n e r a l  B r i t i s h  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  
i n  Asia,  a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  of t h e  whole a rea .  

U n t i l  f u l l  independence i s  gran ted ,  of c o w s e ,  t h e  
B r 3 t i s h  have f i r m  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  over Singapore,  and t h e y  can  
d e l a y  independence-- they can, i n  f a c t ,  revoke t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  
a t  any time, a s  t h e y  d i d  i n  B r i t i s h  Guiana--but i f  t h e y  were 
fo rced  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t s  both  i n  Singapore  and 
i n  As ia  as a  whole might be ex t remely  unfavorab le  and c o s t l y ,  

How h a s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e n ?  Who a r e  Overseas Chinese 
i n  Singapore?  What h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Communist t h r e a t  p ra -  
s e n t e d  by powerful  groups w i t h i n  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  Chinese community? 
The need t o  unders tand  t h e  Overseas Chinese i n  Singapore  i s  
u rgen t ,  because here ,  a s  i n  no o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  Sou theas t  Asia, 



t h e y  dominate  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  as t h e  economic s c e n e ,  

THE CHINESE COMMUNITY I N  SINGAPORE 

When S i r  Thomas S tamford  R a f f l e s  founded t h e  c o l o n y  o f  
S i n g a p o r e  i n  1819,  t h e  o n l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  p l a c e  were some 
1 2 0  Malays and  30 Ch inese ,  By mid-1954, l e s s  t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  and  
a h a l f  l a t e r ,  S i n g a p o r e  had a n  e s t i m a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 ,168,000,  
o f  whom 893,000 were Chinese  and o n l y  lbb ,000  PIa lays ians  (Malays 
and  I n d o n e s i a n s  of  Malay s t o c k ) ;  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
was made up o f  91,000 I n d i a n s  and P a k i s t a n i s  and b0,000 E u r a s i a n s ,  
Europeans,  and o t h e r s .  

I n  a  sense ,  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S i n g a p o r e ,  
w h e t h e r  B r i t i s h ,  Chinese ,  Nalay, I n d o n e s i a n ,  o r  I n d i a n ,  i s  made up 
o f  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  immigran t s  t o  t h e  small i s l a n d  on which S i n g a p o r e  
i s  l o c a t e d ,  b u t  t h e  Chinese  have  f a r  outnumbered a l l  o t h e r s .  From 
t h e  t ime  t h e  f i r s t  junk o u t  o f  Amoy s a i l e d  i n t o  t h e  c o l o n y  ( i n  
1 8 2 1 )  u n t i l  World War 11, t h e  immigran t s  f lowed  southward  from 
t h e  China  c o a s t  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers,  L i k e  t h e  c o l o n y  of Hong 
Kong t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  S i n g a p o r e  was c r e a t e d  j o i n t l y  by t h e  B r i t i s h  
and t h e  Ch inese ,  

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y ,  one o f  t h e  most  s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s -  
t i c s  o f  t h e  Ch inese  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  b o t h  S i n g a p o r e  and Nalaya  was 
i t s  t r a n s i e n t  c h a r a c t e r .  A v e r y  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  i m m i -  
g r a n t s  who came h e r e  were f l o a t e r s ,  who s t a y e d  f o r  a few y e a r s  
and  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  home. T h i s  i s  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i m m i g r a t i o n  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  I n  t h e  t e n- y e a r  p e r i o d  (1931-1941) just b e f o r e  t h e  
war, 2,295,000 Chinese  came t o  Singapore-Malaya,  b u t  2,050,000 
l e f t ,  s o  t h e  n e t  i m m i g r a t i o n  was o n l y  24S,000, o r  an  a v e r a g e  of 
s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  25,000 p e r  y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  whole p e r i o d .  
 he peak was d u r i n g  t h e  mid-1930's.  Wet i m m i g r a t i o n  i n t o  S inga-  
pore-Malaya i n  1937 was 181,000,  Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  d e p r e s s i o n  
y e a r s , t h e r e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a r e v e r s e  f l o w  t o  China: i n  1931, n e t  
e m i g r a t i o n  was 112,000,  During t h e  y e a r s  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  
t h e r e  was a s u r p l u s  o f  immigran t s  o v e r  e m i g r a n t s ,  b u t  i t  was 
small, amounting t o  o n l y  3,000 i n  1940 , )  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  however, i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  Chinese  i n  S i n g a p o r e  a r e  h e r e  t o  s t a y ,  a f a c t  which h a s  a l -  
r e a d y  had, and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  have ,  a t remendous  i n f l u e n c e  on 
t h e  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  c o l o n y ' s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  Chinese  commu- 
n i t y .  World War 11, which  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  c u t  o f f  
t h e  f l o w  o f  m i g r a t i o n  between China  and S i n g a p o r e ,  w a s  a major  
f a c t o r  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  change ,  Another  f a c t o r  h a s  been  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  b y  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  begun 
i n  the 1 9 3 0 ' s  b u t  g r e a t l y  t i g h t e n e d  s i n c e  t h e  end o f  t h e  war,  
According  t o  new l e g i s l a t , i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  S i n g a p o r e  Govern- 
ment on August 1, 1953, i m m i g r a t i o n  i s  b a r r e d  e x c e p t  t o  p e r s o n s  



w i t h  B r i t i s h  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  small g roups  o f  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  
and w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  of  Ch inese  a l r e a d y  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  co lony.  
During t h e  y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o n l y  
a b o u t  4,000 Chinese  were a l l o w e d  t o  immigra te  t o  S i n g a p o r e ,  and 
o f  t h e s e  a b o u t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  were w i v e s  and c h i l d r e n  o f  p e r s o n s  
a l r e a d y  h e r e .  

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a communist reg ime i n  China h a s  
been  a n o t h e r  f a c t o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  v i r t u a l  s t o p p a g e  of m i g r a t i o n ,  
Although many of  S i n g a p o r e ' s  Chinese  bus inessmen  a r e  f o r  v a r i o u s  
r e a s o n s  f r i e n d l y  toward  Peking,  v e r y  few o f  them would choose ,  
even  i f  t h e y  cou ld ,  t o  r e t u r n  t o  l i v e  under  a communist govern-  
ment. For  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  
t e r m s  o f  m i g r a t i o n a l  f low,  S ingapore  h a s  a r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,   he t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t o  be s u r e ,  i s  now i n c r e a s i n g  
a t  t h e  r a t e  of a b o u t  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  a y e a r ,  and w i l l  t h u s  r e a c h  
two m i l l i o n  by 1972. )  

These changes  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Chinese  community 
have  had  e f f e c t s  which a r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The 
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l o c a l - b o r n  p e r s o n s  among t h e  Chinese  i n  S i n g a p o r e  
h a s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  from 2 5  p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 2 1  t o  36 p e r  c e n t  i n  
1931, 60 p e r  c e n t  i n  1947,  and o v e r  70 p e r  c e n t  now. (The S inga-  
p o r e  Government c u r r e n t l y  e s t i m a t e s  76 p e r  c e n t ,  b u t  t h i s  may be 
a  l i t t l e  h igh . )  The age  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a l s o  undergone  a  r e m a r k a b l e  
change,  and S i n g a p o r e  a t  p r e s e n t  has one o f  t h e  y o u n g e s t  popu la-  . 
t i o n s  o f  a n y  i m p o r t a n t  c i t y  i n  t h e  wor ld ,  Over one- ha l f  of a l l  
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  a r e  under  2 1  y e a r s  o f  age ;  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  
r e l e a s e d  o n l y  l a s t  month i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Sb p e r  c e n t  of S f n g a p o r e l s  
Ch inese  a r e  under  2 1  (495,000, o u t  of  911,000).  To keep  up w i t h  
p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  S i n g a p o r e  now must c r e a t e  a b o u t  16 ,000 
new j o b s  and accommodations f o r  20,000 new p r i m a r y  p u p i l s  e v e r y  
y e a r ,  I t  i s  obv ious  t h a t  what happens  t o  t h e  growing numbers of 
young Ch inese  worke r s  and s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  who w i l l  r e a c h  m a t u r i t y  
and h o l d  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  ahead  i s  of 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  S i n g a p o r e ,  

L ike  most  Chinese  communit ies  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia ,  t h e  
one i n  S i n g a p o r e  i s  a c o m p l i c a t e d  m i x t u r e  o f  p e o p l e  who come from 
d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  i n  Sou th  China, speak  d i f f e r e n t  d i a l e c t s ,  o rgan-  
i z e  on a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s ,  and s t i c k  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e i r  own g roups  
t o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x t e n t .  The Hokkiens from Amoy a r e  i n  numbers, 
economic s t a t u s ,  and i n f l u e n c e  b y  f a r  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  group 
i n  t h e  co lony .  Next come t h e  Teoch ius  from Swatow and t h e  Can- 
tor iese  and Kwongsai from Kwangtung and Kwangsi. According  t o  t h e  
1954 c e n s u s  e s t i m a t e s ,  of t h e  t o t a l  Chinese  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  S i n g a-  
p o r e  341,000 a r e  Hokkiens,  186,000 Cantonese  and Kwongsais, and 
185,000 Teochius .  Of t h e  r ema inder ,  62,000 a r e  H a i l a m s  and 
47,000 ~ a k k a s .  Although t h e r e  a r e  d e f i n i t e  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  
d i v i d i n m s  between t h e s e  g roups  are becoming l e s s  r i g i d ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  among t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  i n  
s c h o o l s  which t e a c h  i n  e i t h e r  kuoyu (mandar in )  o r  E n g l i s h ,  t h e y  
a r e  s t i l l  i m p o r t a n t ,  Fo r  example,  a r e c e n t  ( s t i l l  u n p u b l i s h e d )  
s o c i a l  s u r v e y  shows t h a t  a b o u t  n i n e - t e n t h s  o f  t h e  Hokkiens,  



Teochius ,  and Cantonese  mar ry  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own g roups ,  Occupa- 
t i o n s  s % i l l  f o l l o w  r e g i o n a l  group l i n e s  t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  
and  t h e  Hokkiens dominate  t h e  l u c r a t i v e  r u b b e r  t r a d e ,  which i s  
o f  ma jo r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  S i n g a p o r e ' s  economy. Among t h e  Chinese  as 
a  whoie,  however, i t  i s  t h e  ~ i n k h e h ,  o r  newcomers; who show most 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  energy ,  and e n t e r p r i s e ,  a s  i n  many Overseas  Chinese  
communi t ies ,  I n  S ingapore ,  d a t a  on t h e  r e l a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
s t a t u s  o f  immigrant  Chinese  and  l o c a l - b o r n  Chinese  show t h a t  t h e  
i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  7 p e r  c e n t  employers ,  1 9  p e r  c e n t  se l f- employed ,  
and 63 p e r  c e n t  employees,  w h i l e  o f  t h e  l o c a l - b o r n  81  p e r  c e n t  a r e  
employees,  3 p e r  c e n t  employers ,  and 1 0  p e r  c e n t  se l f- employed .  

There  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between l o c a l -  
born  and China- born i s  now more i m p o r t a n t  i n  many r e s p e c t s  t h a n  
t h e  i n n e r  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  immigrant  communit ies .  
I n  S ingapore ,  one c o n s t a n t l y  h e a r s  compar i sons  between l o c a l - b o r n  
" S t r a i t s  Chinese"  and t h e  China-born immigran t s .  Al though t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  made on t h e  b a s i s  o f  b i r t h p l a c e ,  t h e  r e a l -  
l y  i m p o r t a n t  d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Ch inese  community i n  S i n g a p o r e  
i s  based  upon l anguage ,  educa t ion ,  and c u l t u r e ,  I n  t h e  c o l o n y t  s 
Chinese  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  a wide d i v e r g e n c e  between an E n g l i s h-  
s p e a k i n g  m i n o r i t y  ( t h e  group most p e o p l e  r e a l l y  have i n  mind when 
t h e y  u s e  t h e  t e r m  " S t r a i t s  C h i n e s e N) ,  who have  been e d u c a t e d  i n  
E n g l i s h  s c h o o l s ,  u s e  E n g l i s h  as t h e i r  p r i m a r y  l anguage ,  and have 
a s s i m i l a t e d  Wes te rn  c u l t u r e  t o  a l a ~ g e  d e g r e e ,  and t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  
w h e t h e r  bo rn  i n  China OF Singapore ,  who speak  Chinese  and have 
c l u n g  s t u b b o r n l y  t o  Ch inese  cus toms and c u l t u r e  w i t h  l i t t l e  modi- 
f i c a t i o n .  A s u b t l e  b u t  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  change  h a s  been t a k i n g  
p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 
t h e s e  two groups .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  unde r  a c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
o u t s t a n d i n g  " S t r a i t s  Chinesetf  v e r y  o f t e n  had a s o c i a l  and p o l i t i -  
c a l  advan tage ,  and because  t h e y  were A n g l i c i z e d  t h e y  c o u l d  
a c h i e v e  p u b l i c  promlnence d e n i e d  t o  t h o s e  who d i d  n o t  speak  
E n g l i s h ,  Now it  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  r e v e r s e  may be t h e  c a s e  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The m a j o r i t y  of non- Eng l i sh- speak ing  Chinese  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  t e n d  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  " S t r a i t s  Chinese"  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  
con tempt  a s  c u l t u r a l  t u r n c o a t s ,  Former ly  Ch inese  who a t t e n d e d  
E n g l i s h  s c h o o l s  used  t o  f e e l  s u p e r i o r ,  b u t  now, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
among t h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n ,  many f e e l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a b o u t  i t ,  
a s  " p r e s e r v a t i o n  of Chinese  c u l t u r e n  h a s  become a major  p u b l i c  
i s s u e .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  Chinese  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  h e t e r o g e n e o u s ,  
c o m p l i c a t e d ,  and  c l a n n i s h ,  h a s  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  a l m o s t  w h o l l y  t o  t h e  
Ch inese- speak ing  group i n  S ingapore ,  w i t h  t h e  China-born p l a y i n g  
t h e  l e a d i n g  r o l e s .  I n  t h e  c o l o n y  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  innumerab le  
c l a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w i t h  membership on a surname b a s i s ,  and ove r  
one hundred  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w i t h  membership on a geo-  
g r a p h i c a l  b a s i s .  Reg iona l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on sev-  
e r a l  l e v e l s  w i t h  p r o v i n c e s ,  p r e f e c t u r e s ,  h s i e n  and v i l l a g e s  a s  
u n i t s ;  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  groups  such  as t h e  --- Hakkas o r g a n i z e  i n  ways 
t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l i n e s .  There  i s  e v i d e n c e ,  however, 
t h a t  c l a n  and r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have been  d e c l i n i n g  i n  



importance.  The development of kuoyu a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  l i n g u a  
f r a n c  a among Chinese, overshadowing t h e  importance of l o c a l ,  d i a-  
l e c t s  among youth,  and t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  homeland 
d i s t r i c t s  s i n c e  t h e  Communists came t o  power, have r e i n f o r c e d  
t h i s  t rend.  

S e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  a r e  ano the r  impor t an t  form of t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  Chinese o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Singapore,  and they  have su rv ived  
h e r e  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t han  i n  almost any o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  South-  
e a s t  Asia. Desp i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  have t r i e d  f o r  
decades  t o  supp re s s  and stamp them out ,  dozens of s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  
s t i l l  o p e r a t e  i n  Singapore. Most of  them a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be o f f -  
s h o o t s  of t h e  o l d  T r i a d  Soc ie ty ,  o r  --- San Ho Hui, i n  China. Some 
informed persons  c l a im  t h a t ,  f o r  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  i f  f o r  no o t h e r  
r ea son ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of l ower- c l a s s  Chinese i n  Singapore  c o v e r t l y  
belong t o  t h e  s o c i e t i e s .  T h e i r  p r e s e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  mos t ly  
c r i m i n a l ,  w i th  e x t o r t i o n  i n  t h e  b e s t  Chicago-gangsterism t r a d i -  
t i o n  being one of t h e i r  impor t an t  aims, b u t  t hey  a r e  a  f o r c e  n o t  
t o  be underes t imated.  The hoo l igans  and thugs  whom t h e y  c o n t r o l  
c an  be used f o r  p o l i t i c a l  as w e l l  as f o r  c r i m i n a l  purposes.  

By f a r  t h e  most impor t an t  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  func-  
t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  Chinese- speaking community i n  Singapore  i s  s t i l l  
t h e  Chinese Chamber of  Commerce. I t s  s e v e r a l  thousand members 
i n c l u d e  t h e  co lony ' s  most i n f l u e n t i a l  businessmen, many of them 
r a g s- t o- r i c h e s  Chinese m i l l i o n a i r e s  who have made v a s t  f o r t u n e s  
from t r a d e  i n  Malaya's rubber ,  t in,  and o t h e r  major p roduc ts .  This  
body h a s  undoubtedly  been t h e  most impor t an t  s i n g l e  Overseas Chi- 
nese  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  a l l  of  Sou theas t  Asia, and t r a d i t i o n a l l y  i t s  
members have spoken f o r  S ingapore ' s  Chinese community and have 
e x e r c i s e d  undispu ted  l e a d e r s h i p  over  it. It i s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t ,  however, t h a t  i n  r e c e n t  months t h e r e  have been s e v e r a l  
f a i r l y  d ramat ic  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which t h e  Chinese Chamber of Commerce 
h a s  not  been a b l e  t o  d i c t a t e  t o ,  o r  speak f o r ,  t h e  Chinese commu- 
n i t y  as i t  has  i n  t h e  pas t .  I n  t h e  r e c e n t  e l e c t i o n ,  and i n  s t u -  
d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  and s t r i k e s ,  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  Chamber of Commerce 
t o  e x e r t  c o n t r o l  have been de fea t ed ,  shouted down, i gno red  o r  
undermined by new, powerful ,  o rgan ized  f o r c e s- - p o l i t i c a l  p a ~ t i e s ,  
s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and unions--which r e p r e s e n t  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  
younger g e n e r a t i o n  of Chinese, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e l d e r  b u s i n e s s  
l e a d e r s .  

Two t r e n d s  a r e  now c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  Chinese 
community a s  Singapore undergoes i t s  e v o l u t i o n  toward s e l f - r u l e .  
P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  modern f o r m ,  s t u d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and 
l a b o r  un ions  a r e  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor t an t  and may w e l l  
overshadow t r a d i t i o n a l  Chinese o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u -  
ence. The o l d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  con t inue  t o  e x i s t ,  and t h e r e  i s  
l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  w i l l  a t t empt  t o  u t i l i z e  them 
i n  many ways, b u t  t h e i r  r o l e  w i l l  be l e s s  impor t an t  t h a n  before .  
Ac tua l ly ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  which used t o  p rov ide  a  
s o r t  of o ld- fash ioned  system of i n fo rma l  self- government w i t h i n  
t h e  Chinese community, w i l l  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  a s  
s e l f - r u l e  and l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  Singapore develop, wi th  Chinese 



p l a y i n g  a dominant  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  community a s  a  whole. 

A t  t h e  same t ime,  r a d i c a l  y o u t h  i s  a s s e r t i n g  i t s e l f  
among S i n g a p o r e ' s  Chinese  a t  t h e  expense  o f  t h e  bus iness- minded 
community e l d e r s  who have  dominated t h e  community i n  t h e  p a s t .  
It i s  t h e  young and t h e  r a d i c a l  who have e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  en-  
t e r e d  t h e  f i e l d  o f  mass p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The Chamber of 
Commerce l e a d e r s  a r e  accustomed t o  t a l k i n g  t h i n g s  o v e r  i n  c l u b s ,  
s u c h  as t h e  Tanjong - Rhu Club and --- E Hoe TIean Club, and,  because  
o f  t h e i r  t remendous  economic power, b e i n g  a b l e  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  
which t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Ch inese  i n  S ingapore  would have t o  a c c e p t .  
The power of t h e s e  e l d e r s ,  and  t h e  w e a l t h  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  which 
t h e y  c o n t r o l ,  a r e  s t i l l  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t .  But t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  
ove r  t h e  Chinese  community as a whole i s  c e r t a i n l y  no l o n g e r  un- 
d i s p u t e d .  

PEKING AND THE CHINESE C O M P ? U N I T Y  

Most Overseas  Chinese  i n  S ingapore ,  l i k e  t h o s e  th rough-  
o u t  S o u t h e a s t  Asia, a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  p u r s u i t  o f  p r o f i t .  The I t t y p i -  
call1 Chinese  i n  S i n g a p o r e  i s  n e i t h e r  t h e  r a d i c a l  s t u d e n t  n o r  t h e  
manual l a b o r e r ;  he i s  t h e  shopkeeper  o r  bus inessman.  Al though 
t h e y  t a l k  of  "Ch inese  c u l t u r e , "  few o f  t h e s e  men know much o f  t h e  
a e s t h e t i c  and p h i l o s o p h i c  ach ievement s  of  t h a t  c u l t u r e ;  t h e y  know 
more a b o u t  m a r k e t s ,  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  and i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  The s o c i e t y  
i n  which t h e y  l i v e  i s  one i n  which money t a l k s ,  and t h e i r  l e a d e r s  
a r e  m i l l i o n a i r e s .  I n  S i n g a p o r e  t h e r e  i s  a t remendous  a c c u m u l a t i o n  
o f  Ch inese  w e a l t h .  Malaya i s  a r i c h  c o u n t r y ,  and t h e  Chinese  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  have p r o f i t e d  handsomely from i t s  develop-  
ment. There have been  a l m o s t  no economic r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  Chi- 
n e s e  i n  S ingapore  comparable  t o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on most Overseas  
Ch inese  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia .  

Yet t o d a y  a l m o s t  a l l  a r t i c u l a t e  o p i n i o n  among t h e  Chi- 
n e s e  i n  S i n g a p o r e  i s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  Communist reg ime i n  
Peking. T h i s  i n c l u d e s  n o t  o n l y  groups  such as t h e  s t u d e n t s  and 
worke r s ,  among whom i d e o l o g y  i s  a f a c t o r ,  b u t  a l s o  bus inessmen 
who a r e  b a s i c a l l y  n o n i d e o l o g i c , a l .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  one Kuo- 
min tang  organ ,  t h e  Chung S h i n g  J i t  Pao (Chung Hsing  J i h  Pao) ,  t h e  _.-- -- 
Chinese  p r e s s  i n  S i n g a p o r e  IS overwhelmingly pro- Peking .  The two 
l a r g e s t  p a p e r s ,  Nanyan S i a n g  Pau (?$anyan& Shang - Pao) and - S i n  
Chew J i t  Poh ( H s d u  J i h  PS, s i n g  t h e  p r a i s e s  of  Pek ing  and --- 
g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t  r a G l T u G t  a c t i v i t i e s .  Both of  t h e s e  pa-  
p e r s  b e l o n g  t o  Chinese  m i l l i o n a i r e s 1  f a m i l i e s ,  and I a m  t o l d  t h a t  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  h a s  a  m o t i v a t i o n  which i s  t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x t e n t  economic--i.e., t h e y  f o l l o w  t h e  l i n e  which t h e y  t h i n k  w i l l  
promote t h e  h i g h e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n .  (1n May 195'4, one of t h e s e  
p a p e r s  opposed t h e  s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and i t s  c i r c u l a t i o n  
dropped immedia te ly ;  i t  h a s  n o t  t r i e d  t o  do s o  s i n c e . )  T a b l o i d s  
such  as t h e  S i n  Pao  s sin Pao)  r e a d  a l m o s t  l i k e  p a p e r s  f rom t h e  -- -- 



main land  o f  Communist China .  T h i s  p r e s s  s i t u a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g  mood of Chinese  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  c o l o n y  and a l s o ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  h e l p s  t o  mold it. 

Although t h e r e  have  been f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  a t t i t u d e s  
toward  Pelcing among Chinese  i n  S i n g a p o r e ,  i n  no o t h e r  c o u n t r y  
t h a t  I have  v i s i t e d  i n  r e c e n t  a o n t h s  h a s  p ro- Pek ing  o p i n i o n  been  
s o  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t h e  ascendancy.  T h e r e  a r e  some Chinese  i n  t h e  
c o l o n y  who a r e  an t i communis t  and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  oppose t h e  p r e-  
s e n t  r eg ime  i n  China--I  have  mysel f  t a l k e d  w i t h  some o f  them-- 
b u t  t h e i r  v i ews  a t  p r e s e n t  a r e  r a r e l y  h e a r d  p u b l i c l y ,  and many 
o f  them a r e  a c t u a l l y  a f r a i d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s .  I n t i m i -  
d a t i o n  and  t h r e a t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by s t u d e n t s ,  p l a y  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
r o l e  i n  S i n g a p o r e  t o d a y ,  

There  a r e  many e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r e n d  of 
Ch inese  o p i n i o n  i n  S ingabore ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  one o f  t h e  most  i m -  
p o r t a n t  h a s  been  t h e  i n c r e a s
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n g  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  and 
r a c i a l i s t  f e e l f  ng among t h e  c o l o n y t  s Ch inese ,  Pek ing '  s emergence 
as a "Big Power" h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  p r i d e  and t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a-  
t i o n  t o  p r e s e r v e  and a s s e r t  t h e i r  " C h i n e ~ e n e s s . ~  It h a s  a l s o  
c o n v i n c e d  many o f  them t h a t  China and  comnunism r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
winn ing  team i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  t + e s  w i t h  China  p r o p e r  a r e  s t i l l  s t r o n g ,  
Normal t r a v e l  back and f o r t h  t o  South  China  h a s  v i r t u a l l y  c e a s e d ,  
a t  l e a s t  on t h e  p rewar  s c a l e ,  b u t  many c o n t a c t s  a r e  s t i l l  main- 
t a i n e d .  Correspondence  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  c o n t i n u e s .  R e m i t t a n c e s  
a r e  s t i l l  s e n t  home. (The S i n g a p o r e  l i m i t  on r e m i t t a n c e s  i s  a 
l i b e r a l  one--s$&S a month p e r  pe r son .  T o t a l  r e m i t t a n c e s  from 
S i n g a p o r e  Chinese  t o  Communist China now a v e r a g e  somewhere be- 
tween S$15 m i l l i o n  and S$21 m i l l i o n  a y e a r . )  A s i z a b l e  number of 
s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  China f o r  f r e e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  
i s  a one-way t r a f f i c .  ( I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1 9 5 4  a s  many as 500 s t u -  
d e n t s  a month were  r e t u r n i n g  t o  China  from S i n g a p o r e ,  The m a j o r i -  
t y  had  n o t  comple ted  midd le  s c h o o l ,  R e c e n t l y  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a 
s h i f t  i n  P e k i n g l s  p o l i c y ,  and t h e  Conmunists  a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  more 
s t u d e n t s  t o  s t a y  i n  S i n g a p o r e .  A f l o w  c o n t i n u e s ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  
J u s t  a few days  ago one s h i p  c a r r i e d  o v e r  300 S i n g a p o r e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  China,  and a p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  
p r e s e n t  r a t e  m i g h t  be 800 t o  900 p e r  y e a r , )  

Al though t h e r e  i s  no Ch inese  c o n s u l a t e  i n  S i n g a p o r e  
t h r o u g h  which Pek ing  can  t r a n s m i t  i t s  v iews  t o  t h e  Ch inese  commu- 
n i t y  h e r e ,  t h e r e  i s  one man i n  t h e  Pek ing  r eg ime  who p r o v i d e s  
e f f e c t i v e  l i a i s o n .  T h a t  man i s  Tan Kah-kee, Tan, now aged  81, 
was once t h e  w e a l t h i e s t ,  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  Chinese  i n  S i n g a p o r e ,  
and was t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r  o f  S i n g a p o r e ' s  Ch inese .  Now he i s  
a member of  t h e  Ch inese  Communists1 N a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  Congress  
and Overseas  Ch inese  A f f a i r s  Commission. Working t h r o u g h  Tan, 
t h e  Ch inese  Communists a r e  a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  a d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e  
i n  many p h a s e s  o f  S i n g a p o r e 1  s a f f a i r s ,  

Tan Kah-kee w a s  bo rn  i n  Tungan, Fukien ,  a r e g i o n  which 



p r o v i d e d  S i n g a p o r e  w i t h  many o f  i t s  immigran t s .  L ike  most i m m i -  
g r a n t s ,  he  s t a r t e d  l i f e  a b r o a d  w i t h  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g .  But he  b u i l t  
up a v a s t  f o r t u n e  i n  r u b b e r ,  A l e a d i n g  Chinese  c i t i z e n  o f  S inga-  
p o r e  r e c e n t l y  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  Tan once had  p e r h a p s  as 
many as 85 b r a n c h e s  of  h i s  companies  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  South-  
e a s t  Asia. "1 w o u l d n ' t  be s u r p r i s e d , n  t h i s  man added, " i f  70 p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  r u b b e r  men i n  S i n g a p o r e  were  once T a n ' s  em- 
ployees. ' '  He was chai rman o f  t h e  S i n g a p o r e  Ch inese  Chamber of 
Commerce and e x e r c i s e d  t remendous  i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e a s t  
Asia.  

A f t e r  a c c u m u l a t i n g  h i s  f o r t u n e ,  Tan Kah-kee became i n t e r -  
e s t e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  1918,  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  S i n g a p o r e  t h e  
Chinese  High Schoo l  ( t h e  Chinese  name i s  Hua Chiao  Chung Hsueh, 
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o r  Overseas  Chinese  High S c h o o l ) ,  one of t h e  two main c e n t e r s  of 
p r e s e n t  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t f e s .  I n  Fuk ien  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Amoy Univer-  
s i t y  and Chi Nei School ,  two o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  Over- 
s e a s  Ch inese  i n  China. H i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  homeland p o l i t i c s  p r e-  
d a t e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1911,  He j o i n e d  t h e  Tung Meng -9 Hui 
p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  t h e  Kuomintang, and h e l p e d  f i n a n c e  Sun Yat- sen. 
L a t e r ,  he  s u p p o r t e d  Chiang Kai-shek and m o b i l i z e d  Overseas  Chi- 
n e s e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Japanese .  But 
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r  he  became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  Chiang (he  v i s i t e d  
t h e  Communist war t ime c a p i t a l  o f  Yenan i n  1 9 4 0 )  and began ac-  
t i v e l y  denouncing  him, A f t e r  t h e  Communists came t o  power, h e  
j o i n e d  t h e i r  reg ime and went  t o  work f o r  them, u s i n g  h i s  i n f l u -  
ence  among t h w o v e r s e a s  Chinese  t o  g e t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  c a u s e s  
i n  China  and i n  g e n e r a l  t o  a f f e c t  Overseas  Ch inese  o p i n i o n s  and 
a c t i o n s .  

Tan h a s  two ready-made g roups  t h r o u g h  which t o  work, 
One i s  made up o f  p e r s o n s  who used  t o  be employed by him o r  i n  
h i s  huge b u s i n e s s  network i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia. Another  c o n s i s t s  o f  
a lumni  i n  S o u t h e a s t  Asia of h i s  u n i v e r s i t y  and midd le  s c h o o l  i n  
Fukien;  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  Asia alumni a s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had o v e r  2,000 members, P a r t l y  because  o f  
l o y a l t y  and g r a t i t u d e- - m a n y  of t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  two g roups  owe 
a l l  t h a t  t h e y  have t o  Tan--and p e r h a p s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r - -  
t h e s e  g roups  h o l d  g r e a t  economic power which c a n  be used  a g a i n s t  
t h o s e  who a r e  d i s l o y a l - - a  l a r g e  number o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  a l m o s t  
a l l  of whom a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  r e s p o n d  t o  a p p e a l s  
and r e q u e s t s  made by  Tan Kah-kee. T a n ' s  p r e s e n t  job  i n  t h e  
Overseas  Chinese  A f f a i r s  Commission i n  Pek ing  i s  t o  u s e  h i s  i n -  
f l u e n c e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  P e k i n g ' s  p o l i c i e s ,  

The two men who a r e  t h e  r e c o g n i z e d  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r ~ ~ o f  
t h e  S i n g a p o r e  Ch inese  Community b o t h  u s e d  t o  work f o r  Tan Kah- 
kee ,  and t h e y  t h e m s e l v e s  now have  t remendous  f o r t u n e s  b a s e d  
p r i m a r i l y  on  r u b b e r ,  Lee Kong-chian i s  Tan Kah-kee ' s  son- in- law. 
He made a k i l l i n g  i n  r u b b e r  r i g h t  a f t e r  World War I1 and d u r i n g  
t h e  Korean War; he  i s  now r e p u t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  o n e- e i g h t h  o f  t h e  
w o r l d ' s  t o t a l  t r a d e  i n  n a t u r a l  r u b b e r .  L i n  Yu-tang, who w a s  ap- 
p o i n t e d  f i r s t  C h a n c e l l o r  of  t h e  p l a n n e d  Nanyang U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  



Overseas Chinese i n  Singapore- -but l a t e r  res igned- - has  c a l l e d  
Lee a  "charming, i n t e l l i g e n t ,  r u t h l e s s  and u t t e r l y  c y n i c a l  bus i-  
nessman," and has l a b e l e d  him a "key in s t rumen t  of  Pek ing ' s  
policylt i n  Singapore.  Tan Lark- sye s t a r t e d  a s  an  employee o f  
Tan Kah-kee. Although no t  r e l a t e d ,  t h e y  come from t h e  same v i l -  
l a g e  i n  China, Tan Lark-sye was one of seven poor b r o t h e r s  and 
never  had an educa t ion ,  S ince  a c q u i r i n g  h i s  f o r t u n e  he has  emu- 
l a t e d  Tan Kah-keets example by beconing i n t e r e s t e d  i n  educa t ion ,  
and Nanyang U n i v e r s i t y  was h i s  p r o j e c t ,  The bulk  of h i s  f o r t u n e ,  
l i k e  t h a t  o f  Lee Kong-chian's, w a s  made a f t e r  World War I1 and 
du r ing  t h e  Korean War. 

The network of t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Lee Kong-chian 
and Tan Lark-sye i s  i n c r e d i b l y  complex and touches  thousands  ok  
people  i n  Singapore.  They have o t h e r  i n t e r e s t 6  as w e l l ,  which 
a r e  so  d i v e r s i f i e d  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  find c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  
them. Lee Kong-chian1s b r o t h e r  owns t h e  Nanyang S i a n g  Pau. It - 
i s  a l s o  r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he has  an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S i n  Pao, -- 
A t  t h e  sane time, he i s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  P rog re s s ive  
Par ty .  Tan Lark-sye, f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes ,  c o n t r o l s  t h e  
Chinese Chamber of Commerce. It was h i s  men who organ ized  t h e  
Democratic Pa r ty ,  and h i s  nephew heads it. Lee Kong-chian i s  
head of t h e  management committee of  Chinese High School, whi le  
a  b r o t h e r  of Tan Lark-sye heads t h e  management commitcde o f  Chung 
Cheng High School,  The network of i n f l u e n c e  cou ld  be exp lored  a t  
l e n g t h .  

There i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  i deo logy  invo lved  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  Overseas Chinese businessmen tend  t o  a c t  on t h e  
b a s i s  o f  their own concep t ion  of s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  But they a r e  sub- 
j e c t  t o  many k inds  o f  p r e s s u r e .  D i r e c t  p r e s s u r e  from Peking i s  
one form. P re s su re  from l o c a l  s t uden t ,  l a b o r  and p o l i t i c a l  o r-  
g a n i z a t i o n s  i s  ano ther .  I n  t u r n ,  t h e y  themselves  e x e r t  an  impor- 
t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  e n t i r e  Chinese community. 




