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I f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  Singapore on 14arch 31. The day 
be fo re  I a r r i v e d ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of seven Chinese middle schoo1.s 
went o u t  on s t r i k e .  Two days a f t e r  I a r r i v e d ,  Singapore h e l d  i t s  
f i r s t  e l e c t i o n s .  The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  s i n c e  then  has  been 
fast-moving,  o f t e n  h e c t i c ,  sometimes a larming,  The f i r s t  t h r e e  
months of  exper imenta l  s e l f - r u l e  i n  t h e  colony have been a p e r i o d  
of u n r e s t .  Hers i s  a  b r i e f  chronology of major developments 
dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  

March 30-April  1: S tuden t  S t r i k e  and A g i t a t i o n  

On t h e  eve of S ingapore ' s  e l e c t i o n s ,  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  
Chinese middle school  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  colony dec ided  t o  p r o t e s t  
about t h e  government's r e f u s a l  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  Middle School 
S t u d e n t s '  Union. The government agreed  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i s s u e  w i t h  
s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on March 30, bu t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  dec ided  
t h a t  morning t o  s t r i k e  i n s t e a d  of t a l k .  P i c k e t s  were pos t ed  a t  
t h e  campuses of seven schools ;  over 9,000 s t u d e n t s  s t a y e d  away 
from c l a s s e s ,  whi le  on ly  600 igno red  t h e  s t r i k e  and went t o  
school.  

During t h i s  per iod ,  s t u d e n t s  were a c t i v e l y  campaigning 
f o r  t h e  Teop le ' s  Act ion P a r t y  (PAP), and t h e  s t r i k e  was wide ly  
regarded- as i t  was probably  meant t o  be--as a show of s t u d e n t s '  
s t r e n g t h ,  an a t t emp t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  PAP p o s t e r s  a t  
t h e  s choo l s  urged s t u d e n t s  t o  a t t e n d  a  p a r t y  r a l l y  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
The government l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were p lann ing  a mass 
demons t ra t ion  on e l e c t i o n  day. The Governor i s s u e d  a s t e r n  warn- 
i n g  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  w a s  p u t  on a l e r t .  
School d i r e c t o r s  and p r i n c i p a l s ,  who had met w i t h  s t u d e n t  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  on March 31, adv ised  a g a i n s t  demonstra t ing,  Remember- 
i n g  t h e  r i o t s  of May 13, 1954, Singapore w a s  uneasy. A t  t h e  l a s t  
minute,  on t h e  n i g h t  of A p r i l  1, t h e  s t u d e n t s  cance l ed  p l a n s  f o r  
an organ ized  demons t ra t ion  t h e  fo l l owing  day-galthough t h e y  d i d  
g e t  ou t  and e l e c t i o n e e r ,  t a k i n g  people  t o  t h e  p o l l s ,  

Af t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  were over,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  con t inued  
@ t a t i o n  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of t h e i r  S tuden t s '  Union. On A p r i l  5 ,  - 
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t h e y  s e n t  a p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  Governor, L a t e r  t h e y  took t h e  m a t t e r  
up w i t h  Chew Swee-kee, Chinese Educat ion M i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  new gov- 
ernment, and on A p r i l  29 t h e y  s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t a l k  w i t h  
Chew. Chew t o l d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  would be r e g i s -  
t e r e d ,  bu t  on ly  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  S tuden t s t  Union would n o t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  p o l i t i c s .  The s tuden ts  
r e f u s e d  t o  accep t  t h 5 s  cond i t i on .  The i s s u e  i s  s t i l l  up i n  t h e  
a i r ,  unresolved.  

A p r i l  2: Singapore  E l e c t i o n s  

Over 160,000 v o t e r s  c a s t  t h e i r  vo tes .  The e l e c t i o n  w a s  
o r d e r l y  and wi thou t  i n c i d e n t .  That n i g h t  t h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
exc i tement  as e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  were r e p o r t e d  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  i n  
Engl i sh ,  Chinese, Malay, and T a m i l ,  The v i c t o r y  of t h ~  moderate 
Left-wing Labor Fron t  was almost  t o t a l l y  unexpected by t h e  p u b l i c  
and by t h e  Labor Fron t  i t s e l f ,  The showing made by t h e  r a d i c a l  
PAP was impress ive .  

A p r i l  6: Formation of t h e  New Government 

David Marshal l ,  !Labor Fron t  l e a d e r ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a co- 
a l i t i o n  wi th  t h e  Uni ted Malays Na t iona l  Organ iza t ion  (UMNO) and 
t h e  Malayan Chinese Assoc i a t i on  (MCA), both o f  them minor p a r t i e s  
i n  Singapore even though t h e y  dominate p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  Fede ra t i on  
of Malaya. Government appointments f o r  two of t h e  nominative 
s e a t s  i n  t h e  Assembly, p l u s  t h e  t h r e e  " o f f i c i a l s "  ( c o l o n i a l  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t o r s )  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  members of  t h a t  body, added t o  Mar- 
s h a l l ' s  c o a l i t i o n  o f  t e n  Labor-Front men and t h r e e  UMMO-MCA 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and gave t h e  new government an  18- vote  m a j o r i t y  
(of a  t o t a l  of 32) .  

On A p r i l  7, t h e  nine-man Council  of  M i n i s t e r s  was sworn 
i n ,  Apart from t h r e e  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  ( c h i e f  
Sec re t a ry ,  A t to rney  General  and F i n a n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  t h i s  new 
c a b i n e t  1 s e l e c t e d  members inc luded ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  Chief Min i s t e r  
h imse l f ,  two " S t r a i t s  Chinese" (ho ld ing  t h e  key M i h i s t r i e s  of 
Educat ion and Labor),  one Malay, one Euras ian ,  and one Englishman, 
The most p r e s s i n g  problem f a c i n g  t h e  new government from A p r i l  7 
onward w a s  t h e  l a b o r  s i t u a t i o n .  Labor Min i s t e r  L i m  Yew-hock, 
former TUC head, found h imse l f  f a c i n g  t h e  t h r e a t  of t h r e e  major 
s t r i k e s :  one by t h e  Harbor Board S t a f f  Assoc ia t ion ,  one by t h e  
Bus Workers1 Union a t  t h e  Hock Lee Bus Co., and one by t h e  C i t y  
Council  Labor Union's  Federa t ion .  The f i r s t  two of t h e s e  took 
p l a c e  i n  due t ime and were t h e  focus  of two m a j o r  c r i s e s  i n  May 
and June,  

Apr i l  6: Wanyang U n i v e r s i t y  S t a f f  Resigns  

Af t e r  weeks o f  d i s p u t e  between t h e  newly- recru i ted  
f a c u l t y  and t h e  board of Nanyang Un ive r s i t y ,  Chancel lor  L in  Yu- 
tang and t h e  whole s t a f f  r e s igned ,  The Nanyang p r o j e c t  had been 



s t a r t e d  i n  1953, on t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  o f  Tan Lark- sye and  a  group o f  
w e a l t h y  Ch inese  bus inessmen,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i n  
S i n g a p o r e  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  i n  S o u t h e a s t .  
A s i a  f o r  Overseas  Chinese .  L i n  had  been  i n v i t e d  t o  head  it. The 
mot ive  f o r  s e t t i n g  up t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  was n o t  p o l i t i c a l .  Tan h a d  
w r i t t e n  Lin :  "If we do n o t  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  p r e s e r v e  o u r  c u l t u r e  
now, t e n  y e a r s  from now we may f i n d  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of o u r  
p e o p l e  h e r e  w i l l  be on shaky ground.  ' Twenty o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  fvom 
now o u r  l a n g u a g e  and l i t e r a t u r e  may p e r i s h .  I n  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  
y e a r s  we s h a l l  no l o n g e r  c a l l  o u r s e l v e s  Chinese."  Most o f  t h e  
Ch inese  community had  r a l l i e d  a round  t h e  p r o j e c t ;  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
came i n  from d a n c e - h a l l  g i r l s  and t r i s h a  men. 

I n  b c t o b e r  1954,  L i n  a r r i v e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  
Befo re  he l e f t  t h e  U.S., where f o r  y e a r s  he  h a s  been  a p o p u l a r  
w r i t e r ,  L i n  was quoted- -misquoted,  he  says- - as  making a n t i c o n m u n i s t  
s t a t e m e n t s ;  t h e r e  was no doubt ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h a t  he  was a n t i -  
communist. Almost i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  L i n t s  a r r i v a l ,  t r o u b l e  began 
between him and t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l .  A t  f i r s t ,  
t h e r e  were s q u a b b l e s  ove r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  and 
t h e  budget .  Then p o l i t i c s  came i n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .  L i n  Yu- tang 
h a s  s i n c e  s t a t e d  p u b l i c l y :  " I swas  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n ,  and Nanyang 
was d e s t r o y e d  as a f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  by d i r e c t  communist sabotage ."  
He s a y s  t h a t  Tan Kah-kee w r o t e  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  t o  S i n g a p o r e  sug-  
g e s t i n g  h i s  o u s t e r ,  a n d d t h a t  Lee Kong-chian s t e p p e d  i n  and organ-  
i z e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  f o r c e d  him t o  r e s i g n .  I have found t h a t  
many e x c e l l e n t  s o u r c e s  h e r e  i n  S i n g a p o r e  conf i rm,  i n  e s s e n t i a l s ,  
L i n t s  a c c o u n t  o f  d i r e c t  Pek ing  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  o u s t  him, i n  o r d e r  
t o  p r e v e n t  a well-known an t i communis t 1  s h e a d i n g  Nanyang. L i n  
s a y s  he  f o u g h t  back  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  hope t o  win a g a i n s t  s u c h  power- 
f u l  f o r c e s .  Before  he l e f t  S i n g a p o r e  he r e c e i v e d  t h r e a t e n i n g  l e t -  
t e r s  and moved around t h e  c i t y  under  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p l a i n -  
c l o t h e s  pol icemen.  

Immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n s  on A p r i l  6, t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l  of  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a p p o i n t e d  a seven-man commit- 
t e e  t o  r e c r u i t  a new C h a n c e l l o r  and s t a f f .  T h i s  commit tee h a s  
been c o n t a c t i n g  peop le ,  b u t  no appo in tmen t s  have been announced. 
On June  15, however, p r e p a r a t o r y  c l a s s e s  f o r  a b o u t  400 p r o s p e c-  
t i v e  s t u d e . n t s  began;  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  end i n  J a n u a r y  1956, and 
p r e s e n t  p l a n s  c a l l  f o r  s t a r t i n g  some s o r t  of  u n i v e r s i t y  t h e n .  
Nanyang i s  l i k e l y  t o  be f a r  d i f f e r e n t ,  however, from what L i n  had  
hoped. I n s t e a d  o f  a well- endowed, f i r s t - r a t e ,  nonconlaunist  u n i -  
v e r s i t y ,  i t  may r a t h e r  be small-, s e c o n d- r a t e  and p o l i t i c a l l y  d u b i -  
ous.  There i s  a d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be i n f i l t r a t e d  
by procommunist  e l e m e n t s  and become m e r e l y  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s c h o o l  
f o r  t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  of  s t u d e n t s  from S ingapore  s Chinese  midd le  
s c h o o l s .  If t h i s  happens ,  and i f  i t s  g r a d u a t e s  s t a y  i n  S ingapore ,  
t h i s  migh t  h e  x o r s e  f o r  t h e  c o l o n y  t h a n  if t h e s e  sane  s t u d e n t s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  Communist China  f o r  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  

A p r i l  1 7 :  S t u d e n t  A s s a s s i n a t L o n  

A 21- year- o ld  Ch inese  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t  was s h o t  dead 



by two unknown gunmen, The a s s a s s i n a t i o n  was l i n k e d  t o  under-  
c u r r e n t s  of d i s p u t e  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  movement, It was a l s o  a n  
i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  k i n d  of  l a w l e s s n e s s  t h a t  c r e a t e s  t h e  u n e a s i n e s s  
and f e a r  now permea t ing  S i n g a p o r e ' s  Chinese community, It dogs 
n o t  t a k e  many unpunished i n c i d e n t s  o f  v i o l e n t  p o l i t i c a l  r e t r i b u -  
t i o n  t o  make t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  r espond  t o  i n t i m i d a t i o n  by 
anonymous t h r e a t s .  

A p r i l  22-27: L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly l s  F i r s t  Mee t ing  

A t  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n s  of S i n g a p o r e ' s  new r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
body, on A p r i l  22, 26, and 27, t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  new government 
were d e s c r i b e d ,  and PAP l e a d e r  Lee Kuan-yew made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  
h i s  p a r t y  would t a k e  an a g g r e s s i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  opposition, Gov- 
ernment  p l a n s ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s ,  i n c l u d e d  ex- 
p e r i m e n t a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  m u l t i l i n g u a l i s m  i n  t h e  p roposed  new 
C i t y  and I s l a n d  Council ,  "Malayan iza t ion"  o f  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  
s t e p s  t o  a c h i e v e  comple te  se l f- government  i n  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  
and a f u t u r e  un ion  between S ingapore  and t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of Malaya. 
Lee Kuan-yew a t t a c k e d  S i n g a p o r e ls  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  as "pho- 
ney,a " a  sham," and  colonialism i n  d i s g u i s e , "  Then t h e r e  was a 
h e a t e d  c l a s h  between Lee and M a r s h a l l  o v e r  t h e  Emergency Regula- 
t i o n s .  M a r s h a l l ,  who i s  on r e c o r d  a s  opposing t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
a sked  f o r  a p p r o v a l  of  a three- months 1 e x t e n s i o n  o f  them, d u r i n g  
which t ime  r e v i s i o n  o r  r e p e a l  c o u l d  be c a r e f u l l y  s t u d i e d ,  He 
s a i d  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  was n e c e s s a r y  because  o f  a n c o n t i n u i n g  dangern 
t o  t h e  " i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y l l  of S ingapore .  Lee a t t a c k e d  M a r s h a l l  
f o r  v i o l a t i n g  campaign p l e d g e s  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  

d ~ r i l  2h-27: Trouble  a t  t h e  Hock Lee Bus Co, 

A t  t h e  Hock Lee Bus Co., i n  a d i s p u t e  o v e r  working con- 
d i t i o n s  a  s t r i k e  n o t i c e  f o r  e a r l y  May had been i s s u e d ,  The s i t u -  
a t i o n  s u d d e n l y  became s e r i o u s  when t h e  company d i s m i s s e d  o v e r  200 
members of t h e  Bus Workers' Union and k e p t  on workers  of i t s  own 
company union,  On A p r i l  25 and 26, workers  t r i e d  t o  b l o c k  b u s e s  
l e a v i n g  t h e  company grounds, b u t  t h e y  were d i s p e r s e d  by t h e  po- 
l i c e ,  On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day, over  2,000 s t u d e n t s ,  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  
s i t e  of  t h e  s t r i k e  i n  t r u c k s ,  began a g i t a t i n g  among t h e  workers ,  
making speeches ,  s i n g i n g  songs,  and g i v i n g  o u t  c a s h  d o n a t i o n s ,  
On A p r i l  27, over  L O O  s t r i k e r s  a g a i n  t r i e d  t o  b l o c k  t h e  buses,  
and a g a i n  t h e y  were s t o p p e d  by t h e  p o l i c e ,  w i t h  minor v i o l e n c e ,  
During t h e  day, a four- hour  " p r o t e s t v  s t r i k e  was c a l l e d  i n  o t h e r  
bus companies,  i n v o l v i n g  1,500 workers .  A campaign t o  b reak  bus  
windows and s l a s h  bus  - s e a t s  was s t a r t e d .  A g i t a t i o n  among t h e  bus  
workers ,  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  p l a y i n g  a  major  r o l e ,  grew s t e a d i l y  t h e r e -  
a f t e r ,  w h i l e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  some s o r t  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
between t h e  union and t h e  company. 



Qri l  30: Beginning  o f  t h e  Harbor  Board S t a f f  A s s o c i a t i o n  S t r i k e  

T h i s  s t r % k e  o f  1,300 worke r s ,  l o n g  brewing,  f i n a l l y  
s t a r t e d  a f t e r  t h e  u n i o n  r e f u s e d  t h e i r  employer s 1 s u g g e s t i o n  t o  
submi t  t h e  d i s p u t e  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n .  The most  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  i n -  
v o l v e d  b a c k d a t i n g  of p a y  i n c r e a s e s .  The s t r i k e  had no p o l i t i c a l  
i m p l i c a t i o n s .  

May 1: May Day 

Large  May Day d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were conduc ted  by  r i v a l  
l a b o r  groups.  One was t h e  T r a d e s  Union Congress ,  whose l e a d e r s  
s u p p o r t  t h e  Labor F r o n t  Congress .  The o t h e r  was t h e  group o f  
u n i o n s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  PAP which a l r e a d y  was t r y i n g  t o  c h a l l e n g e  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  o l d e r  T U G .  The most i m p o r t a n t  u n i o n  i n  t h e  
group was t h e  S ingapore  F a c t o r y  and Shop Workers! Union, and L i m  
Chin- seong w a s  cha i rman of t h e  PAP-led r a l l y .  The t o n e  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g  was ominous. One Bus Workers '  Union l e a d e r ,  Fong Swee- 
suan ,  shou ted :  "Workers must know t h e r e  i s  bound t o  be  some 
b loodshed  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  amalgamation and t h e y  must  r i s e  
and un i t e . , , . "  

Mas 9-13: Bui ldun and E x ~ l o s i o n  a t  Hock Lee 

Tens ion  and t h e  u n r u l i n e s s  of growing crowds, made up 
o f  bo th  s t u d e n t s  and worke r s ,  a t  t h e  b u s  company pushed  t h e  ne-  
g o t i a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  d i s p u t e  i n t o  t h e  background.  A c t u a l l y ,  a 
s o l u t i o n  p roposed  by a m a g i s t r a t e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  r e -  
h i r i n g  s h o u l d  be c a r r i e d  o u t  on t h e  b a s i s  of  a s e t  r a t i o  be tween 
men o f  t h e  Bus Workers '  Union and men of t h e  company un ion ,  w a s  
a c c e p t e d  by  b o t h  s i d e s  a t  one p o i n t ,  t h e n  r e p u d i a t e d  by t h e  Bus 
Workers '  Union. From t h e n  on, t h e  s t r i k e  c l e a r l y  t u r n e d  from a 
l a b o r  d i s p u t e ,  i n  which l e g i t i m a t e  g r i e v a n c e s  had  b e e n  i n v o l v e d ,  
i n t o  a mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n  whipped up by p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a t o r s .  For  
s e v e r a l  days ,  e m o t i o n a l  t t i n d i g n a t i o n  m e e t i n g s n  were h e l d  by work- 
e r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  who d e l i b e r a t e l y  fomented h o s t i l i t y  toward  t h e  
p o l i c e .  S e c r e t - s o c i e t y  thugs ,  as w e l l  as s t u d e n t s ,  j o i n e d  t h e  
meet f  ngs,  b u t  s t u d e n t s  were more a c t i v e  t h a n  anyone e l s e ,  hand ing  
o u t  s i z a b l e  sums of money t o  t h e  workers ,  s i n g i n g ,  dancing ,  p ro-  
p a g a n d i z i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  workers ,  making speeches .  The p o l i c e  
s t o o d  by, t r y i n g  t o  keep  t h i n g s  under  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  Yarge numbers 
o f  p e o p l e  came and went ,  a v o i d i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  b a r r i e r s  which h a d  
been  s e t  up around t h e  a r e a .  

On May 12 ,  t h e  eve  of l a s t  y e a r ' s  s t u d e n t  "May 1 3 t h  
I n c i d e n t , ! '  a g i t a t i o n  came t o  a head. There  were  minor  c l a s h e s  
between p o l i c e  and workers ,  and t h e  crowds grew. F i n a l l y ,  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  exploded.  A l l  S i n g a p o r e ' s  p o l i c e  were  c a l l e d  o u t ,  b u t  
t h e y  t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  u s i n g  f i r e a r m s ,  and  t h e  c rowds  c o u l d  n o t  be 
c o n t r o l l e d .  H i t- and- run  a t t a c k s  were  made on t h e  p o l i c e  (most  
o f  t h e  po l i cemen  i n  S i n g a p o r e  a r e  Malays) ,  c a r s  were o v e r t u r n e d  
and burned .  and mobs roamed t h e  s t r e e t s .  I t  was, i n  t h e  words of  



an  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t ,  a n n i g h t  o f  c o n f u s e d  f i g h t i n g *  and  o f  mob 
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  a u t h o r i t y ,  l a w  and o r d e r .  The f i n a l  c a s u a l t y  
l i s t  o f  t h o s e  k i l l e d  was: two pol icemen,  one s t u d e n t  (who w a s  
c a r r i e d  a round  by  t h e  c rowds  as a m a r t y r  b e f o r e  he w a s  t a k e n  t o  
a h o s p i t a l ) ,  and one American newsman. Many o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
1 4  po l i cemen ,  were i n j u r e d .  On t h e  n e x t  day, May 13 ,  and  f o r  two 
days  t h e r e a f t e r ,  S i n g a p o r e  w a s  p a r a l y z e d  by f e a r ,  and t h e  u n e a s i -  
n e s s  c a u s e d  b y  v i o l e n c e  on t h e  n i g h t  of  May 1 2  p e r v a d e s  t h e  c i t y  
even  t o d a y ,  making p e o p l e  f r i g h t e n e d  t h a t  small i n c i d e n t s  may 
l e a d  t o  ma jo r  e x p l o s i o n s .  "Thursday,  Nay 1 2 t h ,  i s  a b l a c k  day i n  
S i n g a p o r e 1  s h i s t o r y , "  s a i d  t h e  t o p  B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l ,  summarizing 
t h e  r i o t s  a t  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, on 
May 16. RThe PAP and t h e i r  c o v e r t  communist s u p p o r t e r s  and back- 
s e a t  d r i v e r s  wanted  v i o l e n c e  and b l o o d s h e d  and i n d u s t r i a l  u n r e s t .  
They s a w  t h a t  t h e y  would be d i s c r e d i t e d  i f  t h e  Government suc-  
ceeded  i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e s e  s t r i k e s  w i t h o u t  d i s o r d e r . "  A c t u a l l y ,  

' t h e  s t r i k e  w a s  s e t t l e d  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  r i o t s ,  on 
May 14;  t h e  company u n i o n  w a s  d i s s o l v e d ,  t h e  Bus Workers1 Union 
men who, had  b e e n  d i s m i s s e d  were r e i n s t a t e d ,  and o t h e r  i s s u e s  were 
s u b m i t t e d  t o  a r b i t r a t i o n .  

May 13- 22: Schoo l  C los ing- - Studen t  D e f i a n c e  and Government R e t r e a t  .-- ----- - -- - 
On May 13, t h e  d a y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r i o t s ,  t h e  government 

c l o s e d  down t h e  two l a r g e s t  Chinese  s c h o o l s ,  Chung Cheng High 
S c h o o l  and Ch inese  High Schoo l ,  f rom which t h e  m a j o r i t y  of r i o t i n g  
s t u d e n t s  had  come. I t  o r d e r e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  e x p e l  c e r t a i n  s t u -  
d e n t s  and r e s t o r e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and demanded t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s '  
management commi t t ees  p r o v e  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  t o  manage. T h e  s t u d e n t s  
r e a c t e d  t o  t h i s  q u i c k l y  and s t r o n g l y .  From Monday, Nay 1 6 ,  u n t i l  
t h e  n i g h t  of Sunday, May 22, b,000 s t u d e n t s  t o o k  ove r  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  
camped o u t ,  and l o c k e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n ,  d e f y i n g  t h e  government.  The 
g o v e r n n e n t  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  b r i n g  them under  c o n t r o l .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  
a c c e p t e d  on May 2 1  t h e  recommendat ion of a s p e c i a l  a l l - p a r t y  com- 
m i t t e e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly t h a t  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  
be t a k e n .  It was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be a l lowed  t o  r e -  
open, even  though t h e  government ' s  o r d e r s  had  n o t  y e t  been c a r r i e d  
o u t .  News o f  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e a c h e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  6:00 p.n. on 
Nay 21, and f o r  almos't 2 4  h o u r s  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e y  c a r r i e d  o u t  en-  
t h u s i a s t i c  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  w i t h  mee t ings ,  a t  b o t h  s c h o o l s ,  which 
p a s s e d  many r e s o l u t i o n s  condemning t h e  government ' s  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l s  and p r e s e n t i n g  new demands. A t  Chung Cheng High Schoo l ,  
t h e y  s e t  up a S t u d e n t s - P a r e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and chose  22- year- old  
L i m  Chin- seong o f  t h e  PAP t o  head  i t 1  Then, t o  t h e  accompaniment 
of f i r e c r a c k e r s  and drums, t h e y  pa raded ,  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  go ing  home. 

May 25:  The Problem of Chinese  E d u c a t i o n  

When t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly met on May 16 ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  r i o t s ,  t h e  t o p  c o l o n i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  spoke  t o  t h a t  body, 
s a y i n g :  "It  i s ,  I say ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  of  t h e s e  Ch inese  s c h o o l s  who 
have  done much t o  c a u s e  b loodshed  i n  Singapore. . . .The s i t u a t i o n  i n  



t h e s e  Chinese  midd le  s c h o o l s  i s  t h e  most  s e r i o u s  problem t h a t  
f a c e s  Singapore. . . . I  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  r i o t i n g  on Thursday  n i g h t  t o  
i r r e s p o n s j - b l e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  and t o  Ch inese  ~ t u d e n t s . ~ ~  But ' 

when t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly met a g a i n  on Kay 25, a f t e r  t h e  
backdown d e c i d e d  upon by C h i e f  M i n i s t e r  M a r s h a l l  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
S a t u r d a y ,  t h e  i s s u e  had s h i f t e d .  I n s t e a d  of a s imple  i s s u e  of 
l a w  and o r d e r ,  t h e  problem had becone  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d e r  
p rob lems  o f  Ch inese  e d u c a t i o n  i n  S i n g a p o r e ,  T a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
Ch inese  s t u d e n t s ,  M a r s h a l l  s a i d ,  "Our son  i s  as one who i s  ill. 
T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  t ime  f o r  t h e  whip and t h e  k n i f e . "  He r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  a r o u s i n g  o f  " s t r o n g  r a c i a l  emot ions"  by  t h e  communists and 
s a i d ,  "The t a s k  i s  t o  win  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  of o u r  Chinese  people- -  
a p e o p l e  who have  had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c a u s e  f o r  c o m p l a i n t  i n  t h e  
p a s t . . . . I t  i s  o u r  f i r m  d e s i r e  t o  b r i n g  t o  o u r  Chinese  p e o p l e  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  )Ialaya of 
tomorrow.t1 He p roposed  % h a t  t h e  nine-man a l l - p a r t y  commit tee  of 
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, which h a d  been  s e t  up t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
s t u d e n t  problem, be a u t h o r i z e d  t o  examine t h e  o v e r - a l l  p o s i t i o n  
o f  Ch inese  e d u c a t i o n  i n  S ingapore .  

June  6: The Chinese  Communityfs R e c o m ~ e n d a t i o n s  - -- on Ch inese  E d u c a t i o n  -- 
A s  e a r l y  as A p r i l  25, t h e  Chinese  Chamber of Commerce, 

as spokesman f o r  t h e  Chtinese community i n  S i n g a p o r e ,  had. s e n t  a 
memorandum t o  t h e  new government r e q u e s t i n g  it t o  g r a n t  a i d  t o  
Ch inese  s c h o o l s  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  g i v e n  Eng l i sh- language  s c h o o l s .  
The government  was c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  problem b e f o r e  t h e  r i o t s ,  
Then t h e  a l l - p a r t y  commit tee  s e t  up d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  s t r i k e s  
dec ided ,  on May 22, t o  i n v i t e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  s e n d  i n  t h e i r  v i e w s  
on t h e  problem o f  Ch inese  s c h o o l s .  (:Then t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assem- 
b l y  met on May 25, M a r s h a l l  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  h i s  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  of  a l l  s c h o o l s . )  The d e a d l i n e  s e t  
by  t h e  commit tee  t o  r e c e i v e  memoranda was June 10 .  On May 2 7 ,  
t h e  Ch inese  Chamber of  Commerce h e l d  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of  t h e  h i g h  s c h ~ o l s  and d e c i d e d  t o  i n v i t e  o v e r  1 ,000 o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s  and 300 s c h o o l s  t o  submit  recommendat ions and s e n d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  a  j o i n t  mee t ing  on Chinese  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  
days  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  many recommendat ions f lowed i n t o  t h e  Chamber. 
It soon  became c l e a r ,  howevei-, t h a t  a group o f  s t u d e n t s  and un- 
i o n i s t s ,  w i t h  Lim Chin- seong and Fong Swee-suan l e a d i n g  them, 
were t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d e c i s i o ~ s  of  t h e  Ch inese  community 
as a  whole*  

The m e e t i n g  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  community was 
s c h e d u l e d  f o r  June  6. On June  3, t h e  Chamber1 s s p e c i a l  commit tee  
o f  15 met and drew up a l i s t  o f  seven  r e s o l u t i o n s  which i t  hoped 
t o  have approved.  To c o n t r o l  t h e  June  6 mee t ing ,  i t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
t h e  head  of t h e  Chamber would p r e s i d e  and t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  would 
s i m p l y  v o t e  on t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w i t h o u t  d i s c u s s i o n .  l a e n  t h e  
June  6 m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  a s  schedu led ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  o v e r  
500 o r g a n i z a t i o n s  showed up, b u t  t h e  h a l l  was a l s o  c a r e f u l l y  
packed w i t h  s t u d e n t s .  The f i r s t  n o n c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e s o l u t i o n s  
p a s s e d  e a s i l y .  But midway t h r o u g h  t h e  mee t ing ,  L i m ,  Fong, and 



t h e i r  young s u p p o r t e r s  demanded d i s cus s ion ,  c r e a t e d  d i s o r d e r ,  
and i n  e f f e c t  took over t h e  meeting. I n  t h e  mids t  of confusion,  
t h e  r u l e s  f o r b i d d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  were changed. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
r e s o l u t i o n s  s i x  and seven were vo ted  down. Number seven was t h e  
key one: it  recommended t h a t  s t u d e n t s  should  no t  t a k e  p a r t  i n  ' 
p o l i t i c s .  The performance was a  t e s t  of s t r e n g t h  between t h e  
e l d e r ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Chinese community and t h e  young' 
o rgan ized  s t u d e n t s  and u n i o n i s t s .  The l a t t e r  won and determined 
t h e  memorandum t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  a l l - p a r t y  committee i n  t h e  name 
of t h e  Chamber of Commerce. On June 11, a f t e r  i t  had r e c e i v e d  
t h e  Chamber's memorandum and many o t h e r s ,  t h e  a l l - p a r t y  committee 
began i t s  meet ings  on t h e  problem of  Chinese educa t ion .  These 
meet ings  a r e  s t i l l  con t inu ing  i n  p r i v a t e .  

June 6-11: Threa t  of a  General  S t r i k e  

Throughout May and e a r l y  June, l a b o r  u n r e s t  i n  Singapore  
s t e a d i l y  grew u n t i l  i t  reached  a  p o i n t  f a r  more s e r i o u s  than a t  
any t ime s i n c e  open communist r e v o l t  and d e c l a r a t i o n  of  an Emergen- 
c y  i n  June 1948. Many of t h e  l a b o r  d i s p u t e s  which a rose  were l e -  
g i t i m a t e  ones. But a t r i o  of PAP men were working ha rd  t o  t a k e  
advantage of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  L i m  Chin-seong, s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Fac- 
t o r y  and Shop Workers' Union, was t h e  key l e a d e r .  Working wi th  
him were two Ind i ans ,  S. Woodhull, s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  l a r g e  Naval 
Base Labor Union, and C .  V. Devan Nair, an ex- teacher  who had 
once been j a i l e d  under t h e  Emergency Regula t ions .  They decided 
t o  use t h e  u n s e t t l e d  Harbor Board S t a f f  Assoc i a t i on  (HBSA) s t r i k e  
a s  an excuse t o  o rgan ize  a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  governnept.  
The s i t u a t i o n  was momentarily complicated on June 6, when ano ther  
workers '  group, composed of 1 3  wa te r- f ron t  unions ,  s e rved  an u l t i -  
matum on t h e  government t h a t  t h e y  would o rgan ize  a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  
i f  t h e  HBSA d i s p u t e  was n o t  solved.  L i m  and h i s  PAP c o l l e a g u e s  
went i n t o  a c t i o n .  On June 7, n e a r l y  2,000 F a c t o r y  and Shop Work- 
e r s '  Union members suddenly  went on s t r i k e  a t  two foreign-owned 
f a c t o r i e s ,  Hume I n d u s t r i e s  and F i r e s tone .  On t h e  fo l l owing  day, 
L i m  c a l l e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e  l e a d e r s  of over  2 0  unions;  t h e y  decided 
t h a t  t h e y  too would s e r v e  an ult imatum on t h e  government, t h r e a t -  
en ing  a  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  if t h e  IIBSA d i s p u t e  cont inued.  (The t h r e a t  
by t h e  wa te r- f ron t  un ions  soon s l i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  background.) On ' 

t h e  fo l l owing  day, t h e  T U C ,  which suppor t s  t h e  government, made a 
countermove: i t  o f f e r e d  t o  mediate t h e  HBSA d i spu te .  

Events  t h e n  moved r a p i d l y .  The "ult imatum t o  t h e  Gov- 
ernment" from t h e  PAP group was d e l i v e r e d  on June 10. Repor t s  of 
PAP i n t i m i d a t i o n  of unions  t o  compel them t o  j o i n  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  
i l l e g a l  "sympathy s t r i k e , "  a s  w e l l  a s  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a 
" s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o rgan ized  v i o l e n c e  might f l a r e  upsn 
reached  t h e  government. Marsha l l  concluded t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e  was 
des igned  nopenly t o  coerce  t h e  government"; he decided t o  Cake 
s t r o n g  a c t i o n  under t h e  Emergency Regu la t i ons  and t o  a r r e s t  t h o s e  
be l i eved  t o  be fomenting v io l ence .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Lim and h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  dec ided  t o  back down; t h e y  v i s i t e d  Marsha l l  on the 
evening of June 11 and agreed t o  convene a meeting t h e  following 



d a y  t o  c a l l  o f f  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e .  But t h e  mach ine ry  t o  make 
t h e  a r r e s t s  w a s  a l r e a d y  r o l l i n g .  

June  12-17: " G e n e r a l  S t r i k e n  

During t h e  n i g h t  o f  June  l f - 1 2 ,  s e v e r a l  groups  o f  po- 
l i c e  r a i d e d  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  F a c t o r y  and Shop Workers '  
Union, and i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  t h e y  a r r e s t e d  
f i v e  u n i o n i s t s ,  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  of whom was Fong Swee-suan. 
This ,  i n  a s e n s e ,  was a d i r e c t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  PAP l a b o r  group. 
They changed t h e i r  p l a n s  and i m m e d i a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  "whi spe red  
o r d e r s "  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  t o  begin .  The HESA d i s p u t e  was 
f o r g o t t e n ;  t h e  a i m  of  t h e  s t r i k e  now was t o  f o r c e  t h e  r e l e a s e  of 
t h e  f i v e  men ( t h r e e  more were  a r r e s t e d  l a t e r ) .  June  1 2  was Sun- 
day, s o  n o t  many w o r k e r s  were  on t h e  job,  b u t  t h e  c i t y ' s  e n t i r e  
bus  sys t em came t o  a h a l t  a l m o s t  immedia te ly .  The s i t u a t i o n  a t  
t h e  Hume and F i r e s t o n e  f a c t o r i e s  became t e n s e .  Union l e a d e r s  
s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  day  t o  p r e s s u r e  
worke r s  t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k e .  The c o l o n y ' s  e n t i r e  p o l i c e  
f o r c e  of  ~ , S O O  men was p l a c e d  on armed " s t a n d b y e l '  S i n g a p o r e ,  
remembering May's v i o l e n c e ,  w a s  g r i p p e d  w i t h  f e a r .  I n  t o u r i n g  
t h e  c i t y ,  I h a d  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  l i k e  a room f i l l e d  w i t h  
gas ;  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  v i s i b l e  s i g n  of a n y t h i n g  amiss, e x c e p t  t h a t  
t h e r e  were few p e o p l e  on t h e  s t r e e t s ,  b u t  one s e n s e d  t h a t  a s p a r k  
c o u l d  c a u s e  a major  e x p l o s i o n .  Gurkha t r o o p s  f rom t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  
s t o o d  b y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  r e a d y  t o  move i n  if an e x p l o s i o n  d i d  t a k e  
p l a c e .  During t h e  n e x t  two days ,  J u n e  13  and l b ,  Liml s men g o t  
an  i n c r e a s i n g  number of worke r s  t o  walk o u t .  It w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  most  of  them were Chinese  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
i n d u s t r i e s .  Very few I n d i a n s  j o i n e d  t h e  s t r i k e .  Some I n d i a n s  i n  
a w a t e r - f r o n t  u n i o n  s t a y e d  on t h e  job  even  though  t h e i r  Ch inese  
u n i o n  members walked  o u t .  W o o d h u l l t s  own Naval Base Labor  Union 
r e f u s e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  s t r i k e .  The T U C  opposed t h e  s t r i k e .  But , 
s t i l l  i t  grew, u n t i l  r o u g h l y  17,000 w o r k e r s  i n  a l m o s t  1 0 0  f a c t d -  
r i e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had  j o i n e d  t h e  i l l e g a l  w a l k o u t s .  

The e x p l o s i v e  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  began t o  wor ry  even  
some of  PAP'S own l e a d e r s- - t h o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Lee Kuan-yew 
r a t h e r  t h a n  L i m  Chin-seong. They a d v i s e d  c a u t i o n .  Lee h i m s e l f  
was o u t  of  t h e  c i t y  and d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e t u r n  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e .  
Ey midweek t h e  k e y  t e s t  of s t r e n g t h  between t h e  government and 
w o r k e r s  t o o k  p l a c e .  I n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  p a r a l y z e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o m p l e t e l y ,  on June  1 4  L i m t s  men f o r c e d  a 1 1  t h e  tax is  o f f  t h e  
s t r e e t s  b y  i n t i m i d a t i o n .  The government  made f i r m  p r o m i s e s  t o  
p r o t e c t  them, and by t h e  n e x t  day  t h e y  were  o p e r a t i n g  aga in .  A t  
t h e  same t i m e  t h e  government began o r g a n i z i n g  emergency t r u c k  
t r a n s p o r t  f o r  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  t i d e  began s l o w l y  t o  t u r n .  Smal.1 
g roups  o f  w o r k e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  go back t o  work, and t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
Lim's  g roup  began t o  b r e a k  down. F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  n i g h t  o f  June  17, 
L i m f s  t r i u m v i r a t e  t o l d  t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  suspend  t h e  s t r i k e  f o r  two 
weeks t o  s e e  what  t h e  government  would do w i t h  t h e  a r r e s t e d  men. 



The government r e f u s e d  t o  be i n t i m i d a t e d ,  however, by  t h i s  t h r e a t  
of  a r e n e w a l  of t h e  s t r i k e ,  ( I t  s t i l l  h o l d s  two o f  t h e  a r r e s t e d  
men, i n c l u d i n g  Fong, under  t h e  Emergency R e g u l a t i o n s ,  w h i l e  f o u r  
have  b e e n  r e l e a s e d  and two o t h e r s  have  been  c h a r g e d  i n  open c o u r t  
w i t h  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Malayan Communist P a r t y  documents , )  The two- 
week d e a d l i n e  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  s t r i k e  s t a r t i n g  a g a i n ,  I n  s h o r t ,  
t h e  s t r i k e  f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  a r e a l  " g e n e r a l  s t r i k e . "  The 
government d e f i n i t e l y  won a v i c t o r y ,  But it i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  L i m  
and h i s  u n i o n i s t s  a c t u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  a d e f e a t .  The s t r i k e  showed 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  which t h e y  have deve loped  i n  j u s t  a f ew s h o r t  months,  
and i t  p r o v i d e d  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  widen and improve  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a-  
t i o n ,  T h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  s t r i k e ,  as 
t h e y  d i d  l a s t . M a y ,  was u n d o u b t e d l y  b a s e d  on a d e c i s i o n  t o  a v o i d  
v i o l e n c e ,  i n  v iew o f  t h e  government ' s  s t r o n g  s t a n d .  Some p e o p l e  
i n  t h e  government would have l i k e d  a s e a l  showdown, which v i o l e n c e  
would have c a u s e d ,  L i m  and t h e  PAP l a b o r  group d e c i d e d  t o  s i d e -  
s t e p  i t ,  

A LULL 

S i n c e  June  17 ;  t h e r e  h a s  been  a l u l l  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
S ingapore .  I t  i s  an uneasy  l u l l ,  h o ~ i e v e r ,  and most  of t h e  p rob-  
l e m s  which have been  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  e v e n t s  of t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
months a r e  s t i l l  u n r e s o l v e d .  D e s p i t e  a s e t b a c k  i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t e d  
g e n e r a l  s t r i k e ,  t h e  PAP-union- student f o r c e s  have  n o t  r e t r e a t e d .  
They c o n t i n u e  t o  o r g a n i z e  and p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  s t i l l  
l o o k s  t o  many, i n  f a c t ,  as though t h e y  a r e  r i d i n g  t h e  wave of  t h e  
f u t u r e .  

A few days  ago, on June 29, I sa t  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Assembly and watched  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  E v e r y t h i n g  conformed t o  t h e  
b e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  of B r i t i s h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  government.  The s p e a k e r ,  
i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  wig, e n f o r c e d  s t r i c t  r u l e s  of o r d e r .  Dur ing  t h e  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  Chief  M i n i s t e r  M a r s h a l l  g o t  up and  made an  e m o t i o n a l  
speech .  Looking d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  PAP r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s i t t i n g  oppo- 
s i t e  him, he c h a r g e d  them w i t h  " a n  open e f f o r t  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  mob 
government f o r  government by t h e  p e o p l e ' s  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , "  
I n  t h e  f r o n t  row of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  s e a t s ,  Lee Kuan-yew s m i l e d ,  
Behind him, young Lirn Chin- seong s a t  i m p a s s i v e .  L i m  l o o k e d  o u t  
o f  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Assembly. He was a  good t e n  y e a r s  younger  t h a n  
anyone e l s e  i n  t h e  room. Be wore rumpled c o t t o n  p a n t s  and a w h i t e  
s h i r t  w i t h  t h e  s l e e v e s  c a r e l e s s l y  r o l l e d  up, w h i l e  eve ryone  e l s e  
( e x c e ~ t  N a r s h a l l  h i m s e l f ,  who wear s  a bush j a c k e t  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  
t rade- mark)  was d r e s s e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  i n  j a c k e t s  and t i e s .  Lirn 
p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d e b a t e s  and took  no p a r t  i n  them; i t  
i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  a l l  the speeches ,  s i n c e  h i s  
E n g l i s h  i s  p r o b a b l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  of e v e r y  o t h e r  man i n  t h e  
Assembly. Yet t h i s  22- year- old  boy, more t h a n  anyone e l s e  t h e r e ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  power fu l  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  have c h a l l e n g e d  
t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  government and  u n d o u b t e d l y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  



The f o r c e s  which L i m  r e p r e s e n t s  have  c r e a t e d  an  atmos-  
p h e r e  of p e c u l i a r  u n e a s i n e s s  which s t i l l  p e r v a d e s  S i n g a p o r e .  
Peop le  wonder when t h e  n e x t  v i o l e n t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  law and o ~ d e r  
w i l l  come. Some, i n c l u d i n g  p e o p l e  i n  h i g h  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  govern-  
ment, S e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  be l o n g  i n  coming. 




