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The Chinese Communists e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  
regime i n  Peking on October 1, 1949. During t h e  s i x  y e a r s  s i n c e  
t h e n  a tremendous r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  taken p l a c e  w i t h i n  China, and 
t h e  "Chinese People ' s  Republic,n a l though  s t i l l  unrecognized by 
a m a j o r i t y  of  n a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  Sov ie t  b loc ,  h a s  emerged a s  a 
l e a d i n g  world power, The r e v o l u t i o n  i n  China, which i s ' s t i l l  
con t inu ing ,  ha s  remolded s o c i e t y  and c r e a t e d  a regimented 
t o t a l i t a r i a n  s t a t e .  The Chinese Communists' a i m  now i s  t o  b u f l d  
a n  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i a l i s t  country ,  modeled on t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Chinese Communist regime, a l l i e d  wi th  t h e  
U.S.S.R., h a s  become t h e  s t r o n g e s t  power i n  Asia; t h i s  f a c t  h a s  
a l t e r e d  t h e  e n t i r e  Asian balance of power. 

The impact  of t h e s e  developments upon t h e  world scene 
has  been so  dramat ic  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  need t o  s t r e s s  t h e  
importance of  unders tand ing  both  t h e  changes w i t h i n  China and t h e  
new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o l e  which China has  assumed, The t a s k  of  
unders tand ing  t h e s e  changes i s  n o t  an ea sy  one; Communi'st China1 s 
i s o l a t i o n  from t h e  non-Soviet world has  l i m i t e d  i n fo rma t ion  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  o u t s i d e  observers .  But t h e  t a s k  i s  n o t  impossible .  
On t h e  b a s i s  of  known f a c t s  about  China, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  r e c e n t  
h i s t o r i c a l  t r ends ,  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  which even Communist c enso r sh ip  cannot  keep from 
f lowing  t o  t h e  noncommunist world, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  grasp t h e  
main o u t l i n e s  of t h e  major r e v o l u t i o n a r y  changes i n  China 's  
i n t e r n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n .  

China proper  i s  a c o u n t r y  o f  a lmos t  600 m i l l i o n  people. 
According t o  a 1953 census  conducted by t h e  Chinese Communists, 
t h e r e  a r e  582 m i l l i o n  people  i n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  China mainland con- 
t r o l l e d  by t h e  Peking regime. The Communists a l s o  i n c l u d e  i n  
t h e i r  popu la t i on  s t a t i s t i c s  more t h a n  1 9  m i l l i o n  o t h e r  Chinese, 
i n c l u d i n g  bo th  t he i n h a b i t a n t s  of  Formosa and wide ly- sca t t e r ed  
Overseas Chinese,  r a i s i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e  f o r  China1 s t o t a l  
popu la t i on  t o  about  602 mi l l i on .  

The m a j o r i t y  of  Chinese, over n i n e t y  per  c e n t  of t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  popu la t i on ,  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as Ban Chinese; 
t h e y  predominate i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  g r e a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l a i n s  and 





r i v e r  v a l l e y s  which a r e  t h e  c e n t e r s  o f  concen t r a t ed  populat ion.  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  Han, however, China c o n t a i n s  many r a c i a l  
m ino r i t y  groups, l o c a t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  border-  
l a n d  r e g i o n s  and mountainous a r e a s  o f  t h e  country .  The most 
impor t an t  ones a r e  t h e  Mongols i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  I n n e r  Mongolian 
prov inces ,  t h e  T ibe t ans  i n  t h e  Southwest, t h e  Chinese Muslims i n  
Northwest China, and t h e  Turk i s  i n  Chinese Turkestan.  A l toge the r  
t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  60 m i n o r i t y  groups, t o t a l i n g  perhaps  40 m i l l i o n  
people. These m i n o r i t i e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a c o n t i n u i n g  problem of 
i n t e r n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  China. 

The Han Chinese a r e t  t h e  most a n c i e n t  s o c i a l  group wi th  
con t inuous  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  now i n  ex i s t ence .  
Chinese c u l t u r e  h a s  h e l d  them t o g e t h e r  d e s p i t e  many c e n t r i f u g a l  
f o r c e s .  This  does  n o t  mean, however, t h a t  t h e y  a r e  comple te ly  
homogeneous. There a r e  numerous r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  China. 
There a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  f o r  example, between t h e  North 
and t h e  South. The North i s  a l a n d  of brown, d r y  p l a i n s  growing 
wheat and m i l l e t  crops;  t h e  South i s  a l a n d  of green,  wet 
v a l l e y s  growing r i c e .  There a r e  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and 
t r a d i t i o n s  which have grown up around i n d i v i d u a l  p rov inces  and 
reg ions .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  many d i a l e c t  d i v i s i o n s .  Var ious  
forms of t h e  d i a l e c t  c a l l e d  Mandarin a r e  now spoken over much of 
t h e  count ry ,  b u t  t h e  l o c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  cons ide rab l e ,  and t h e r e  
a r e  o t h e r  d i a l e c t s  such a s  Cantonese and Fukienese-each spoken 
by l a r g e  numbers of people--which a r e  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  Mandarin 
groups. One v e r y  impor t an t  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r  which has  been a f o r c e  
f o r  u n i t y  d e s p i t e  d i v e r s i t y  has  been t h e  w r i t t e n  language which 
i s  uniform f o r  a l l  Han Chinese. Th is  w r i t t e n  language,  based 'on  
ideographs  i n s t e a d  of phone t i c  symbols, ha s  c u t  a c r o s s  d i a l e c t  
b a r r i e r s  and, even though l i t e r a c y  has  always been conf ined  t o  a 
mino r i t y ,  it h a s  he lped  t o  t i e  t h e  coun t ry  t oge the r .  

The home t e r r i t o r y  occupied by t h e  Chinese s t r e t c h e s  
from t h e  c o l d  r e g i o n s  of Manchuria t o  t h e  t r o p i c a l  i s l a n d  of 
Hainan, and from t h e  wet c o a s t s  touch ing  t h e  Eas t  China Sea t o  
t h e  a r i d  d e s e r t s  of  C e n t r a l  Asia. China i s  bordered by Korea, 
t h e  S o v i e t  Union, Outer  Pongol ia  ( s i n c e  i t s  formal  s e p a r a t i o n  
from China i n  1945),  Afghanistan,  Pak i s t an ,  I n d i a ,  ( 'Tibet before  
r e- es t ab l i shmen t  o f  Chinese c o n t r o l  t h e r e  by t h e  communists,) 
Nepal, Burma, and Indo-China. The Yellow and Eas t  China Seas  
s e p a r a t e  i t  from Japan and t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  

There i s  tremendous v a r i e t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  of roughly  
3,750,000 square  m i l e s  ( l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  U.S. i n c l u d i n g  a l l  of 
i t s  ove r seas  t e r r i t o r i e s ) ,  b u t  mountains and r i v e r s  determine t h e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of popula t ion .  Mountains cover  most of t h e  
count ry ,  and t h e  popu la t i on  i s  consequent ly  c ~ o w d e d  i n t o  a few 
p l a i n s  and r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  t h e  most impor tan t  of which a r e  t h e  
North China p l a i n ,  Szechuan p l a i n ,  Yangtze v a l l e y ,  and Canton 
d e l t a .  R ive r s  a r e  t h e  l i f e l i n e s  of t h e s e  popu la t i on  c e n t e r s .  

Because so  much of t h e  coun t ry  i s  covered by mountains, 
t h e  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  l a n d  i s  i n t e n s e .  China, wi th  over t h r e e  t imes  



t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  h a s  l e s s  c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d  
t h a n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  and China does  n o t  have any  s i g n i f i c a n t  
a r e a  o f  unused l a n d  s t i l l ' t o  be c u l t i v a t e d .  L i f e  i n  China i s  
s u s t a i n e d  by e x t r e m e l y  i n t e n s i v e  c u l t i v a t i o n .  On t h e  a v e r a g e  
a lmost  1,500 p e r s o n s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by e a c h  s q u a r e  m i l e  of 
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d ,  and t h e r e  i s  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  an  a c r e  of food-  
produc ing  t e r r i t o r y  p e r  person.  T h i s  r a t i o  o f  man t o  l a n d  i s  
one of  t h e  most fundamenta l ,  i n e s c a p a b l e  f a c t s  of l i f e  i n  China; 
i t  means o v e r p o p u l a t i o n ,  and p o v e r t y ,  which have a  profound 
i n f l u e n c e  on a l l  a s p e c t s  of n a t i o n a l  l i f e - - i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c s .  

Chinese  c u l t u r e  h a s  had  a c o n t i n u o u s  development  f o r  
t h r e e  t o  f o u r  thousand  y e a r s ,  b u t  u n t i l  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  
p r o c e s s  o f  change was f a i r l y  slow. The s o c i a l  and economic 
s t r u o t u r e  which t o o k  shape r o u g h l y  two thousand y e a r s  ago i n  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Chinese  s u b c o n t i n e n t  proved t o  be 
remarkab ly  d u r a b l e ,  and a l t h o u g h  China e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r i o d i c  
d y n a s t i c  changes,  c i v i l  wars ,  and p e a s a n t  upheava l s ,  t h e  b a s i c  
p a t t e r n  o f  l i f e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  o n l y  minor changes  from t h e  f i r s t  
u n i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  coun t ry- - a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of 
221 B.C.--to t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  monarchy i n  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  of 1911. 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  f o u r - f i f t h s  of C h i n a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  
l i v e d  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  dependent  upon a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d ,  
working t h e  s o i l  w i t h  i t s  hands, i l l i t e r a t e ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  p a s s i v e .  
Although t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  v a r i e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  and a t  
d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s ,  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  ownership of  much o f  t h e  l a n d  
was i n  t h e  p a s t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  hands o f  a m i n o r i t y ,  t h e  l a n d-  
owning g e n t r y ,  whose p r i v i l e g e d  economic p o s i t i o n  c a r r i e d  p r e-  
dominant s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e .  

Approximately o n e- s i x t h  t o  o n e - f i f t h  o f  t h e  Chinese  
p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  l i v e d  i n  c i t i e s  and w a l l e d  towns. I n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
China, t h e s e  peop le  i n c l u d e d  merchants ,  landowners ,  government 
b u r e a u c r a t s  and o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  s c h o l a r - l i t e r a t i ,  m i l i t a r y  men, 
and s o  on. There was a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  gap between u rban  upper  and 
r u r a l  lower  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  a degree  of  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  was main- 
t a i n e d ,  and some p e r s o n s  of  a l l  c l a s s e s  c l imbed  t h e  s o c i a l  l a d d e r  
t o  j o i n  t h e  s c h o l a r - l i t e r a t i  group which formed t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  
and a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  under  t h e  c e n t r a l  monarchy. 

The p a t e r n a l i s t i c  f a m i l y  h a s  been t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of  ' 

s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  China i n  t h e  past,  and i t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  s o u r c e  o f  
s t r e n g t h  and s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  coun t ry .  Even t h e  p a t t e r n  of  
government under  t h e  pre- 1911 empire  was governed b y  C o n f u c i a n i s t  
c o n c e p t i o n s  of t h e  f a m i l y  system, and b o t h  p e r s o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  
l i f e  were r e g u l a t e d  b y  a c c e p t e d  r u l e s  o f  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  been t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  Chinese  economy-- 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  C a p i t a l i s m  
never  developed i n  pre- 1911 China, and t h e  merchant  c l a s s  h e l d  
low p r e s t i g e  and e x e r c i s e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  on  n a t i o n a l  



l i f e .  Befo re  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  West, Ch ina  had  n o t  begun a 
p r o c e s s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l - i n d u s t r i a l  development  such  as t h a t  which 
t o o k  p l a c e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  West. 

Government i n  pre- 1911 China was a u t h o r i t a r i a n  b u t  by 
and  l a r g e  l a i s s e z - f a i r e .  A t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  was t h e  
emperor,  and under  him a we l l- deve loped  b u r e a u c r a c y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  and o t h e r  d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  coun t ry .  
C o n s i d e r a b l e  l o c a l  autonomy e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l s  o f  
government,  however, and many a s p e c t s  of l i f e  were n o t  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  scope  of  government r e g u l a t i o n .  The government,  t h r o u g h  
i t s  c e n t r a l i z e d  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  l e v i e d  t a x e s ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  and r e -  
p a i r e d  g r e a t  p u b l i c  works,  and m a i n t a i n e d  o r d e r ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  
e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a l l  l o c a l  a f f a f  rs* 

The s t a b i l i t y  of  t r a d i t i o n a l  China began t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  
i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  
e x p l a i n e d  by s t u d e n t s  of China, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  
went  t h r o u g h  a r a p i d  p r o c e s s  of  i n c r e a s e- - f r o m  143 m i l l i o n  i n  
1741  t o  h32 m i l l i o n  i n  1 8 5 1  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  some e s t i m a t e s )- - a n d  
t h i s  p roduced  a s e r i o u s  a g r a r i a n  c r i s i s  by t h e  mid-39th c e n t u r y .  
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  Manchu d y n a s t y  went  th rough  a p r o c e s s  of  
i n t e r n a l  decay. Then, a f t e r  t h e  Opium War i n  1840-42, t h e  West, 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  China, began p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  
and e x e r t i n g  a s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  upon it. Old v a l u e s  were d i s -  
c r e d i t e d  by i m p o r t e d  i d e a s ,  H a n d i c r a f t  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  Chinese  
r u r a l  economy was d i s r u p t e d ,  C h i n a ' s  i ndependence  was compromised 
by s p e c i a l  r i g h t s  and c o n c e s s i o n s  demanded by f o r e i g n  powers. 

The Ch inese  r e v o l u t i o n ,  which i s  s t i l l  going  on, c a n  be 
d a t e d  f rom abou t  t h a t  t i m e ,  The f i r s t  g r e a t  o u t b r e a k  was t h e  
T ' a i p ' i n g  R e b e l l i o n  of  1851-64. Then came demands f o r  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  r e f o r m  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  L a t e r ,  under  Sun Ya t - sen ' s  s l o g a n s  
of t h e  Three  P e o p l e ' s  ! P r i n c i p l e s n  (democracy, n a t i o n a l i s m ,  and  
p e o p l e ' s  l i v e l i h o o d ) ,  t h e  ove r th row of  t h e  Manchu d y n a s t y  was 
accompl i shed  i n  1911. T h i s  marked t h e  p a s s i n g  of  t h e  o l d  o r d e r ,  
b u t  t h e r e  f o l l o w e d  a  p e r i o d  of  i n t e r n a l  c h a o s  and war lo rd i sm 
which l a s t e d  f o r  many y e a r s .  F i n a l l y ,  under  t h e  i m p e t u s  of grow- 
i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  Chiang Kai- shek i n h e r i t e d  t h e  man t l e  o f  Sun a n d .  
l e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of 1925-28 which e s t a b l i s h e d  a new government. 
The N a t i o n a l i s t  Government s e t  up by Chiang m a i n t a i n e d  power f rom 
1928 u n t i l .  1 9 k 9  when, weakened b y  t h e  war w i t h  Japan a n d  h a v i n g  
l o s t  much of i t s  i n t e r n a l  s u p p o r t ,  i t  was over thrown by t h e  
Ch inese  Communists. 

I d e o l o g i c a l l y  t h e  main c u r r e n t s  of  t h e  Chinese  r e v o l u-  
t i o n  which b r o u g h t  f i r s t  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e  
Communists t o  power have been  i d e a s  i m p o r t e d  from t h e  West: 
n a t i o n a l i s m ,  democracy, s o c i a l  and economic re form.  Before  t h e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  comparable  t o  modern n a t i o n a l i s m  



i n  China. The Chinese looked upon t h e i r  coun t ry  as t h e  c i v i l i z e d  
world, beyond which t h e r e  was no th ing  b u t  t h e  barbar ian .  Chinese 
became aware of modern n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s  when China was m i l i t a r i l y  
de fea t ed  by them, and many Chinese dec ided  t h a t  t o  d e a l  wi th  t h i s  
new world Ckina must i t s e l f  become a s t r o n g  modern n a t i o n- s t a t e .  
The i d e a l  of democracy was adopted from t h e  West by Chinese 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  groping f o r  something new t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  
and d i s c r e d i t e d  s t r u c t u r e  of impe r i a l ,  Confuc i an i s t  China. Most 
of  t h e  modern i n t e l l e c t u a d .  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  of China, whether 
belonging t o  t he  Nat ionaPis ta ,  Communists, o r  o t h e r  groups, have 
r e j e c t e d  much of China 's  p a s t  and have aimed t o  make China a 
s t rong ,  modern, i n d u s t r i a l i z e d ,  fldemocraticn coun t ry  i n  t h e  image 
of  t h e  West. 

The Chinese C o m u n i s t e  e n t e r e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  scene 
r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e o  The p a r t y  was n o t  organiged u n t i l  1921, and i t s  
r e a l  development of power took p l a c e  du r ing  t h e  Sino- Japanese War. 
Although from t h e  f i r s t  t h e  Chinese C o m u n i s t a  have been an 
i n t eg ra l .  p a r t  of t h e  Sov ie t- l ed  communist world r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e y  
won t h e  e t r u g g l e  f o r  power w i t h i n  Ckina by c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  
main c u r r e n t s  of t h e  Chinese r evo lu t ion .  The growth of t h e i r  
s t r e n g t h  was p r o p o r t i o n a t e  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s '  
s t r e n g t h ,  which was unde~mined  by f o r e i g n  agg re s s ion  and i n t e r n a l  
d i s r u p t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of an a l l i a n c e  of p e a s a n t s  and 
d i s s a t i s f i e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t h e  Communists over threw t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  
i n  t h e  194S-h9 c i v i l  war. 

The bas i c  s t r a t e g y  sf t h e  Chinese Communists, which 
c r y s t a l l i z e d  a f t e r  e a r l y  f a i l u r e s ,  was t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  over  
d e f i n i t e  geographica l  bases ;  t o  s r g a n i s e  p e a s a n t s  i n t o  armed 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fo rce s ;  t o  undermine, i s o l a t e ,  and a t t a c k  t h e  urban 
c e n t e r s  of N a t i o n a l i s t  power; and f i n a l l y  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  
f o r c e s  and overthrow t h e  government by m i l i t a r y  fo rce .  This  
s t r a t e g y  proved t o  be succes s fu l ,  and it i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  
Chinese Communists have a s s e r t e d  t h a t ,  aThe c l a s s i c  type of 
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  c o l o n i a l  and semico lon ia l  c o u n t r i e s  i s  t h e  Chinese 
r e v o l u t i o n ,  " 

The Chinese Communists have always f r a n k l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  aim i s  a Communist s t a t e ,  but  t hey  have conceived 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  as one i nvo lv ing  s e v e r a l  s t ages ,  
each br ing ing  them c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  f i n a l  goal.  Th is  t a c t i c a l  
f l e x i b i l i t y ,  based on p r a c t i c a l  expediency, h a s  minimized opposi-  
t i o n  t o  t h e i r  program a t  each s t a g e  o f  i t s  development. During 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power i n  China, t h e  Communists' aims were de- 
f i n e d  i n  terms of e l i m i n a t i n g  t t feudal ism, l t  " i r n p e r i a l i ~ m , ~  and 
" b u r e a u c r a t i c  c a p i t  alismn--which meant r o o t i n g  ou t  l a n d l o r d f  s m ,  
Western i n f l u e n c e ,  and t h e  l a r g e s t  c a p i t a l i s t s  l i n k e d  c l o s e l y  t o  
t h e  p rev ious  regime. Achievement o f  power was t o  be fol lowed by 



a ' 'period of  New Democracy," du r ing  which s o c i a l i s t  and p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e  would be al lowed t o  c o e x i s t .  Ac tua l ly ,  however, t h e  
pace of s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s e d  a f t e r  1949, and a t  t h e  
end of 1953 a  new s t a g e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was de f ined  i n  t h e  
"General  Line of  t h e  S t a t e "  f o r  t h e  n p e r i o d  of T r a n s i t i o n  t o  
Socialism." According t o  t h e  *General  L inean  China w i l l  move 
ahead toward s o c i a l i s m  through a program of n s o c i a l i s t  i n d u s t r i a l i -  
oa t ion ,"  which means development o f  state-owned e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and 
n s o c i a l i s t  t r ans fo rma t ion w o f  remaining p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

The Communists themselves  d i v i d e  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e y  
came t o  power i n t o  two main per iods .  The f i r s t ,  a  p e r i o d  of 
n r e c o n s t r ~ c t i o n , ~  l a s t e d  from 1949 through 1952. During t hose  
t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  coun t ry  was u n i f i e d ,  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  w a s  
conso l ida t ed ,  and e n e r g e t i c  e f f o r t s  were made t o  b r i n g  about  
economic r ecove ry  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  i n v a s i o n  and c i v i l  war . i n  China. 
The Communists were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  h a l t i n g  i n f l a t i o n ,  r e s t o r i n g  
communications, s t a r t i n g  l a r g e  p u b l i c  works p r o j e c t s ,  and r a i s i n g  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  product ion,  i n  many f i e l d s ,  t o  prewar 
l e v e l s .  A t  t h e  same t ime they  c a r r i e d  through a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  program. A major f o r e i g n  w a r  a g a i n s t  UN f o r c e s  
i n  Korea w a s  fought  dur ing  t h i s  per iod ,  and t h e  Chinese Communists 
a l s o  extended t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  by occupying Tibe t ,  a i d i n g  t h e  
Vietminh i n  Indo-China, and widening t h e i r  d ip loma t i c  and m i l i t a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s  e lsewhere ,  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  p e r i o d  was one of p o l i t i c a l  
upheaval. One *mass campaignn fo l lowed another :  t h e  Agrar ian 
Reform Campaign; t h e  Campaign a g a i n s t  Coun te r r evo lu t iona r i e s ,  
which suppressed  i n t e r n a l  oppos i t ion ;  t h e  R e s i s t  America Aid Korea 
Campaign; The Three Ant i  and Five  Ant i  Campaigns, which t i g h t e n e d  
p a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  and c racked  down on p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ;  t h e  
I d e o l o g i c a l  Remolding Campaign t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ;  and 
many o the r s .  

By t h e  end of 1952, t h e  Chinese Communists a s s e r t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  were ready t o  s t a r t  t h e  p e r i o d  of " n a t i o n a l  c o n s t r ~ c t i o n , ~  
and China 's  f i r s t  F ive  Year Plan,  beginning i n  1953, o u t l i n e d  an 
ambi t ious  economic development program on t h e  S o v i e t  p a t t e r n .  The 
o b j e c t i v e  of t he  P lan  (which w i l l  soon e n t e r  i t s  f o u r t h  y e a r )  i s  
t o  b u i l d  up, wi th  Sov ie t  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a Chinese economy i n  which 
heavy i n d u s t r y  w i l l  p l a y  t h e  major ro l e .  A t  p r e sen t ,  eve ry  e f f o r t  
i s  being made t o  mobi l i ze  n a t i o n a l  r e sou rces ,  s k i l l s ,  and e n e r g i e s  
t o  devote t o  t h i s  program, The i n h e r e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of r a p i d  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  an underdeveloped coun t ry  l i k e  China have . 
been complicated,  however, by many f a c t o r s  such a s  d i s a s t r o u s  
f l o o d s  and o t h e r  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s  i n  both 1953 and 1954. The 
Chinese Communist regime has  responded t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and se tbacks  
by i n c r e a s i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  b r ing  t h e  popula t ion ,  and t h e  economy a s  
a  whole, under g r e a t e r  c e n t r a l i z e d  con t ro l .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  of 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  where t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a i l u r e s  t o  d a t e  have occurred,  
e f f o r t s  a r e  now being made t o  c o l l e c t i v i z e  China 's  peasan t s ,  
s t a r t i n g  wi th  v a r i o u s  forms of mutual a i d  teams and coopera t ives .  
A s t a t e  monopoly has  been imposed on g r a i n  and some o t h e r  key 
commodities, and r a t i o n i n g  of s t a p l e s  t o  consumers h a s  been i n -  
s t i t u t e d .  Cont ro l  over a l l  a s p e c t s  of p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  has  



been g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  The Communists' i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e i r  
program o f  heavy i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  must  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  d e s p i t e  
a l l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and c o s t s  h a s  i n v o l v e d  a u s t e r i t y ,  s u f f e r i n g ,  and 
widespread  h a r d s h i p  f o r  t h e  Ch inese  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  r eg ime  
h a s  been  a b l e  t o  make some p r o g r e s s  toward  i t s  g o a l s ,  even though 
accompl ishments  have  l a g g e d  b e h i n d  t h e  t a r g e t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  
F i v e  Year P lan .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r n a l  s t r e s s e s  and s t r a i n s  have a l r e a d y  
deve loped  i n  China  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and some of  them a r e  
c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  t o  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  c a u s e d  by  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  de-  
manded b y  t h e  reg ime t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  economic program. Power 
r i v a l r i e s  a r e  a l s o  i n v o l v e d .  I n  1954 t h e  Ch inese  Communists 
c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  f i r s t  purge  of h i g h- l e v e l  p a r t y  members s i n c e  
t h e y  came t o  power, and i n t e n s i v e  campaigns  a g a i n s t  " c o u n t e r-  
r e v o 1 u t i o n a r i . e ~ ~ ~  and  lleconomic s a b o t e n r s w  have c o n t i n u e d  th rough-  
o u t  1955.  But t h e r e  i s  no s i g n  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  power i n  Communist China has been weakened. I n s t e a d ,  
i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  h a s  been  f u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t e d  
b y  i n c r e a s e d  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of government and a d o p t i o n  of  a 
n a t i o n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1954. 

Although i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v iew h i s t o r i c  e v e n t s  i n  
p e r s p e c t i v e  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  some o f  t h e  major  
changes  a f f e c t i n g  China  which have  t a k e n  p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
f i v e  y e a r s  of  Communist r u l e  a r e  f a i r l y  c l e a r .  These changes  a r e  
s o  g r e a t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  China w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be 
r a n k e d  w i t h  t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n  and R u s s i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  as one 
of  t h e  most  t remendous  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, and s o c i a l  u p h e a v a l s  
i n  h i s t o r y .  

These a r e  some o f  t h e  major  changes :  

China  h a s  been u n i f i e d .  A f t e r  d e c a d e s  of d i s u n i t y  and 
weakness  c a u s e d  by  war lord ism,  p r o v i n c i a l  r e g i o n a l i s m ,  and s e p a r a-  
t i s m  i n  bo rde r  r e g i o n s ,  c o n t i n e n t a l  China  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  under  
e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  by  a c e n t r a l  government,  S i n c e  3949, Chinese  
Communist a r m i e s  have  pushed i n t o  t h e  most r emote  r e g i o n s  of t h e  
coun t ry- - excep t  f o r  Ou te r  Mongolia, which h a s  become a S o v i e t  
s a t e l l i t e .  They have o c c u p i e d  T i b e t ,  which h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  
c l a i m e d  by  t h e  Chinese  d e s p i t e  T i b e t a n  o b j e c t i o n s .  They have  
r o o t e d  o u t  l o c a l  a r m i e s  and l e a d e r s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y  
under  t i g h t  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  

O p p o s i t i o n  h a s  been  r u t h l e s s l y  and e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e d .  
Dur ing  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  Communists i n  China have  s t a n p e d  
o u t  o r  s u p p r e s s e d  a l m o s t  a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  g r o u p s  and l e a d e r s ,  Large  
numbers of p e o p l e  were l i q u i d a t e d  i n  v i o l e n t  campaigns such a s  t h e  
one a g a i n s t  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  Whole s o c i a l  g r o u p s  and 
c l a s s e s  which s t o o d  i n  t h e  way of t h e  r e g i m e ' s  p o l i c i e s  have been  



" e l i m i n a t e d  as c l a s s e s . "  Landords  have v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  
d i s p o s s e s s e d  of  t h e i r  l a n d  and r i g h t s .  The b u s i n e s s  c l a s s  and 
t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  have  been s u b j e c t e d  t o  tough  " r e f o r m M  cam- 
p a i g n s  which have made them d o c i l e .  The Communists'  s o - c a l l e d  
" u n i t e d  f r o n t t 1  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a lmos t  mean ing les s .  

N a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  been changed f rom t o p  t o  bottom. 
The o l d  l e a d e r s  of  s t a t e  and s o c i e t y ,  f rom t h e  c e n t r a l  government 
t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  have  been  l a r g e l y  r e p l a c e d  by Communis t- fos tered  
c a d r e s .  The new r u l e r s ,  members of t h e  Communist P a r t y ,  t h e  army, 
and  t h e  t remendous  new b u r e a u c r a c y  i n  governmenta l  and o t h e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a r e  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  e x- p e a s a n t s  and y o u t h f u l  
newcomers. They a r e  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  hard-working, and f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  i n c o r r u p t .  They a r e  a l s o  b u r e a u c r a t i c ,  o f t e n  incompe ten t ,  
and f r e q u e n t l y  h a r s h  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o r d e r s  from above. 

A t o t a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
The c e n t e r  o f  power i s  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  Organ ized  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  n d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m , "  t h e  p a r t y  c h a n n e l s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom i t s  P o l i t b u r o  and C e n t r a l  Committee down t o  t h e  
6,.500,000 members b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h o u s a n d s  of g r a s s - r o o t s  b r a n c h e s  
and c e l l s .  The government which t h e  p a r t y  c o n t r o l s  i s  a l s o  
o r g a n i z e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  ~ l d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i ~ m , ~  Although t h e r e  
i s  mass p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  made 
b y  a h a n d f u l  of  t o p  l e a d e r s ,  and t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  l a w ,  now p r o v i d e  t h e  framework f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .  
Almost e v e r y  a s p e c t  of p e o p l e ' s  d a i l y  l i v e s  i s  a f f e c t e d  by  t h e  
major  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s .  And i n  marked c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  under  p a s t  r eg imes ,  when t h e r e  was a b i g  gap between 
t h e  c e n t r a l  government and t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  made by  
C h i n a l s  l e a d e r s  a r e  now a c t u a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  t h e  r e g i m e ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a p p a r a t u s  r e a c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  l e v e l .  

The p e o p l e  o f  China  have been  r e g i m e n t e d  t o  an  un- 
p r e c e d e n t e d  degree .  P o l i c e  s t a t e  methods,  i n t e n s i v e  propaganda ,  
w i d e s p r e a d  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a f f e c t  a l m o s t  
everyone .  V i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  h a s  been o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  
Communis t- cont ro l led  maSs o r g a n i z a t i o n s- - f o r  f a r ine r s ,  l a b o r e r s ,  
youth ,  s t u d e n t s ,  women, ar t is ts ,  businessmen,  and o thers- - which  
b r i n g  them under  t h e  d i r e c t  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  p a r t y  and government 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The purpose  of  a l l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
t o d a y  i s  t o  implement  Communist P a r t y  p o l i c i e s ,  and i n t e n s i v e  
mass campaigns a r e  t h e  fundamenta l  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
major  p o l i c i e s  a r e  implemented. 

Thou& c o n t r o l  h a s  been accompl i shed  t h r o u g h  propaganda  
and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  The Ch inese  Communis ts~  mass ive  i n t e r n a l  
propaganda  machine a i n s  n o t  o n l y  t o  c o n t r o l  b u t  a l s o  t o  " re fo rm"  
t h e  t h i n k i n g  of  a l l  s i x  hundred  m i l l i o n  Chinese.  A p o l i t i c a l  
message i s  i n j e c t e d  i n t o  e v s r y  media c a p a b l e  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  
i d e a s - - p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  r a d i o ,  mot ion  p i c t u r e s ,  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  and 
t h e  arts, O u t l e t s  f o r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  i d e a s  have  been  
e l i m i n a t e d .  H igh- pressu re  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  m i l l i o n s  



t h r o u g h  group d i s c u s s i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  The e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem h a s  
been g r e a t l y  expanded, b u t  i t s  aim now i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
and t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p a r t y  and s t a t e ,  

The whole n a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  and i d e o l o g y  of China i s  
undergo ing  b a s i c  changes.  Marxism-Leninism and t he  "Thought of Mao 
Tse-tungN a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  p l a c e  of o l d  v a l u e s ,  r e p l a c i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  
v a l u e s  such  as tho-se r e p r e s e n t e d  by  Confucianism as w e l l  as modern 
l i b e r a l  i d e a s  i m p o r t e d  from t h e  West, A new g e n e r a t i o n  i n  China 
i s  be ing  b r o u g h t  up t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l o y a l t y  t o  p a r t y  and s t a t e  
must s u p e r s e d e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o r  o t h e r  groups ,  t h a t  h a r d  
work and d i s c i p l i n e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Communist program a r e  t h e  
most i m p o r t a n t  aims i n  l i f e ,  With many of t h e  youth ,  t h e s e  i d e a s  
a r e  t a k i n g  hold .  

Wealth and p r o p e r t y  i n  China have been r a d i c a l l y  r e -  
d i s t r i b u t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  A l e v e l i n g  p r o c e s s  h a s  
been accompl ished n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t a x a t i o n  and c o n f i s c a t i o n  b u t  
a l s o  th rough  huge campaigns such as t h e  a g r a r i a n  r e fo rm program, 
which t o o k  m i l l i o n s  of  a c r e s  from l a n d l o r d s  and gave i t  t o  
t e n a n t s ,  and a n t i b u ~ ~ n e s s  movements such a s  t h e  F i v e  A n t i  Campaign, 
which squeezed p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  Although p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  r e -  
c e i v e d  some of  t h e  e a r l i e r  f r u i t s  o f  t h i s  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e  
major  p o r t i o n  h a s  gone t o  t h e  s t a t e ,  t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  economic de- 
velopment  program and i t s  expanded bureaucracy ,  The s t a t e  now 
demands a u s t e r i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a l l ,  s o  t h a t  China c a n  deve lop  
modern i n d u s t r y .  

Economic s t a b i l i t y  o f  a k i n d  h a s  been a c h i e v e d  i n  China 
by t h e  Communists, The Chinese  economy was i n  a s t a t e  of n e a r  
chaos  i n  1949, a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  war, c i v i l  s t r i f e ,  i n e f f e c t i v e  
government, and runaway i n f l a t i o n ,  The Communists d u r i n g  t h e i r  
f i r s t  y e a r s  i n  power s topped  i n f l a t i o n ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  economy under  
c o n t r o l ,  and r a i s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  toward  prewar l e v e l s .  L a r g e- s c a l e  
r e s t o r a t i o n  and some expans ion  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and wa te r  
conse rvancy  were accompl ished,  w h i l e  i n d u s t r y  w a s  p u t  back  i n t o  
o p e r a t i o n  and t r a d e  a g a i n  began t o  flow. 

The p a t t e r n  o f  ownership  i n  t h e  economy h a s  been g r e a t l y  
a l t e r e d .  Although t h e  Communists s t r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  c o e x i s t e n c e  
of  s t a t e  and p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  when t h e y  f i r s t  came t o  power, 
t h e y  have proceeded s t e a d i l y  w i t h  t h e i r  program of s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  
By t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  F i v e  Year P lan ,  s t a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s  accoun ted  
f o r  r o u g h l y  t w o- t h i r d s  of  t h e  v a l u e  of b o t h  t o t a l  i n d u s t r i a l  ou t-  
p u t  and w h o l e s a l e  t r a d e  and o v e r  o n e- t h i r d  o f  a l l  r e t a i l  t r a d e  i n  
China, Every  y e a r  more p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  i s  s o c i a l i z e d ,  and t h e  
p r e s e n t  p l a n  i s  t o  " a c h i e v e  a s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y n  a f t e r  a b o u t  t h r e e  
f i v e - y e a r  p e r i o d s  o r ,  rough ly ,  by 1967. By t h a t  t i m e  i t  i s  
expec ted  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i l l  have been c o l l e c t i v i z e d ,  and b o t h  
i n d u s t r y  and commerce w i l l  be  s tate- owned.  

A l a r g e - s c a l e  economic development program h a s  been 
s t a r t e d ,  The f i r s t  F i v e  Year Plan,  begun i n  1953, e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  



p a t t e r n :  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  emphas is  on heavy i n d u s t r y .  
The Communists a r e  de te rmined  t o  c o n v e r t  China from an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o u n t r y  i n t o  an  i n d u s t r i a l  power. Some p r o g r e s s  h a s  been  made, 
a l t h o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  proven t o  be a  s e r i o u s  b o t t l e n e c k  t o  t h e  
whole program, It i s  p o s s i b l e ,  however, t h a t  t h e  Chinese  Commu- 
n i s t s  w i l l  come c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  announced p r o d u c t i o n  t a r g e t s  f o r  
1957, which i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  4.12 m i l l i o n  t o n s  of s t e e l ,  
113 m i l l i o n  t o n s  of c o a l ,  6 m i l l i o n  t o n s  of cement,  and 15.9 m i l -  
l i o n  kw. of  power. 

China under  t h e  Communists h a s  become an  i m p o r t a n t  
m i l i t a r y  power. The Chinese  Communists won c o n t r o l  o f  China w i t h  
t h e i r  a rmies ,  and t h e i r  r e s p e c t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h  h a s  n o t  
d i m i n i s h e d  s i n c e  then.  With S o v i e t  heavy equipment and a d v i s o r s  
t h e y  have c o n v e r t e d  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  i n t o  a modern 
army, a p r o c e s s  which was g i v e n  a b i g  b o o s t  by t h e  Korean War. 
S e l e c t i v e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e  Chinese  w i t h  a huge r e s e r v o i r  
o f  manpower, and t h e  development  of  heavy i n d u s t r y  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  
make p o s s i b l e  home manufac tu re  o f  m a t e r i e l  which now must be 
o b t a i n e d  from t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l a n d  f o r c e s  t o t a l i n g  
two t o  t h r e e  m i l l i o p  men t h e  Chinese  Communists now a l s o  have a n  
a i r  f o r c e ,  which h a s  p e r h a p s  two thousand  p l a n e s ,  and t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  
of a small navy. Naval weakness s t i l l  l i m i t s  C h i n a ' s  m i l i t a r y  
s t r e n g t h ,  however, even though it  h a s  t h e  second l a r g e s t  s t a n d i n g  
army and t h e  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  s t r o n g e s t  a i r  f o r c e  i n  t h e  wor ld  and 
i s  now t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m i l i t a r y  power i n  Asia. 

China h a s  made a comple te  abou t- face  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a f fa i r s  s i n c e  t h e  Communists came t o  power i n  1949. During t h e  
p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  Chinese  were o r i e n t e d  toward  t h o  West, i n  
i d e o l o g y ,  economic r e l a t i o n s ,  and p o l i t i c s .  Now China i s  t h e  
U.S.S,R.'s major  p a r t n e r  $n  t h e  S o v i e t  b l o c ,  A c l o s e  a l l i a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union i s  t h e  k e y s t o n e  of Ch ina ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  
and S o v i e t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s  p r o v i d e  t h e  flmodelsw f o r  
Communist C h i n a ' s  l e a d e r s ,  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  r e p l a c e d  t h a t  of 
t h e  West w i t h i n  China, And C h i n a ' s  t r a d e  f l o w s  toward t h e  
c o n t i n e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  seaward. 

A s  Communist C h i n a ' s  power h a s  grown, Peking  h a s  become 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  a c t i v e  i n  m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e ,  p o l i t i c a l  s u b v e r s i o n ,  
and d i p l o m a t i c  maneuvering i n  Asia.  C h i n a ' s  d i r e c t  m i l i t a r y  
i n f l u e n c e  h a s  s p r e a d  i n t o  T i b e t ,  Korea, and Indo-China, Chinese  
Communist r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t a c t i c s  have  become t h e  model f o r  r e v o l u-  
t i o n a r i e s  i n  much of  Asia, And now Peking i s  p r e s s i n g  a d i p l o m a t i c  
o f f e n s i v e  and a c t i v e l y  competing for l e a d e r s h i p  i n  Asia, It is '  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o b t a i n  noncommunist as w e l l  as communist suppor t .  
It i s  a l s o  working  toward  i t s  aim of e x p e l l i n g  Western, p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  American, i n f l u e n c e  from Asia. There i s  no doubt  t h a t ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  n o n r e c o g n i t i o n  p o l i c y  of t h e  U,S. and many o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s ,  Communist China i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p l a y i n g  t h e  r o l e  of a 
wor ld  power. 



The c h a l l e n g e  o f  Communist China t o  t h e  noncommunist 
wor ld  i n  Asia i s  obv ious ,  On t h e  one hand, t h e  Chinese  Communists 
a r e  e x t e n d i n g  t h e i r  power and i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h  diplomacy,  
m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e ,  and s u b v e r s i o n ,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e y  a r e  con-  
d u c t i n g  a n  exper imen t  i n  economic development  and s o c i a l  change 
which o t h e r  As ian  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  wa tch ing  c l o s e l y ,  There i s  a 
c o n t i n u i n g  need t o  s tudy ,  and u n d e r s t a n d ,  Communist Ch ina t  s aims 
and p o l i c i e s ,  accompl ishments  and f a i l u r e s ,  s t r e n g t h s  and weak- 
n e s s e s ,  The i m p a c t ' o f  t h e  Chinese  Communist regime upon peop le  i n  
China and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  upon o t h e r  Asian  c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  be  b a s i c  
f a c t o r s  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  whole r eg ion .  A s t r u g g l e  
f o r  l e a d e r s h i p ,  power, and i n f l u e n c e  i s  under  way i n  Asia, It 
i s  b e i n g  waged with i d e o l o g i c a l ,  d i p l o m a t i c ,  and p o l i t i c a l ,  as 
w e l l  as m i l i t a r y ,  weapons. The outcome of  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  i s  of  
g r e a t  impor tance  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  Asia b u t  t o  t h e  
U.S. as wel l .  




