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Ati Argmitine-bum vis- 
ual artist, Alejaidro Fog- 
el is exploring the legacy 
and continuing influence 
of the Inca civilization on 
the culture, arts and sod- 
eties of South AmErica, 
Alejandro will be letrac- 
ing the Incan road system 
that united large parts of 

South America prior to 
the European conquest* 
He will be doing paint- 
ings and photographs of 

the Incaft ruins, as well as 
writing -and conducting 
videotaped interviews 
with current inhabitants 
of tbwe region$, record- 
ing their memortes* faisto- 
ries, arts, folk songs and 
tales. His expectation is 
to produce a multimedia 
traveling exhibition. 

Alejandro's paintings 
have been exhibited in 
galleries and museums in 
the United States, Argen- 
tina, France, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Spain and 
"West Germany He was 
part of Argentina's fast 

public commission to 
create an archive of folk 
art. In addition, he set up 
a series of art works4ops 
in Argentina for native 
populations in th6 Andm 
md Patagonia. 

Alejandfo was ati artist 
in residence at the Rock- 
feller Foundation Study 
and Conferenm Center in 
Bellagio, Ttaly. in 1988, 

was selected for a Rolex 
Enterprise Award in 
1987, and has won many 
awards for painting, ifi- 
eluding the Arche Bien- 
nal Award (1986, First 
Prize &om Ae National 
Endowment for the Arts 
of Argentina (1 985) and 
the Richard Wagner In- 
tefttational Association 
Award in Painting 
(1 979). 
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"LOVE" IN TIM.ES OF CHOL=!lA 
I had a dream, It was a night- 
mare. I don't ternember it. 
Something about food and 
nalitaiisteJ am in the province 
of Salta in the very north of 
Argentina. I'm- the guy with 
that great romantic project 
about the Incas and their 
descendants and their lives 
today. I am the artist the 
painter, writer, videomalwr, 
photographer with all those 
dreams.Istartedaheadylmtlfit 
me tdl you something before I 
~ y # a r k ~ y o t i g e t c l o s e  
to people infected with cholera 
and you get to Icnow why they 
have the illness, all those 
dreams become an illusion, 
some sort of another kind of 
dream 
It's very late at night, I am lis- 
tening to the radio: "Two mote 
cases'. More statistics. I just 
took a shower. A lone, great, 
warm shower. 1 brushed my 
teeth with mineral water, I 
have riimiag water* unlike 
50% of the population, in 
Argentimlamalucky manin 
these times of cholera. "Water" 
has become a very hot word 
lately. Everybody talks about 
water. The water we doti't 
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HOW MANY MINUTES 
IT TAKES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES 
FOR A WORKER TO BE 
ABLE TO BUY A HAMBURGER 

Bruselas 3 1 
Uuenos Aires 105 
ciracits 103 
Copenhague 39 
Chicago If; 
Dusseldorf 22 

Friinkfurt 22 
Ginebra 21 - 
Helsinki 40 

Houston 27 
Johannesburg0 35 
Londres If i  

Los Angeles 20 
Luxem burgo 20 
Madrid 54 
Manila 165 
Mexico 235 
Milin 33 
Montreal 21 
Nairobi 82 -- 
Nueva York 26 
I'anamA df 

Paris 39 
Rfo de Janeiro 79 
San Pablo 106 
Seill 30 

Taipei 34 

Tel Aviv 33 . . 

Tok io 21 
Toronto 20 
Viena 30 

wouldn't get anything". H e  
came to Salta 18 years ago to 
teach the aboriginal population 
writing and reading. 
The Peronist representative for 
Salta designated to conduct the 

Al-1 operations Rauch Col, said: 
10 Thank Thankd the people of Salta 

belong to the Third World. 
Cholera won't change me. I am 
going to keep eating fish and 
chewing coca leaves. Cholera 
can catch me any time it wants, 
I won't pay attention to it." 
But the AIRA (Indigenous 
Association of Argentina) 

wants to fight against cholera 
and other diseases like yellow 
fever, TB and chagas (an illness 
spread by an insect that 
provokes heart disease). They 
requested help from the provin- 
cial and federal governments 
since the outbreak in Peru last 
year but the answer was always 
the same "smiles and nice 
words'. The organizations in 
defense of the aboriginal 
peoples want to create bridges 
between the white man and 
their peoples. They want to be 
recognized as part of this 
country and stop being ignored 
by the national education 
authorities who barely include 
their cultures in Argentine 
school text books. 

1 dollar = 1 peso 
How did it happened? Does it 
mean the end of inflation? 
Suddenly, after a severe hyper- 
inflation process (200% a 
month), Argentina is "stable". A 
year ago Economy Minister 
Cavallo, Harvard graduate and 
(I can't stop repeating this every 
time I can) former President of 
the Central Bank during the 
bloodiest dictatorship in 
Argentine history, conceived 
the magic Convertibility Plan: 
The dollar stays the same, tied 
to the peso and the inflation 
will be similar to that in the 
developed world: 3 to 8 % a 
year. The first part of his plan 
worked. He kept the dollar low. 
But he couldn't control the 
inflation that, in a year, rose to 
46%. You might say: Well, he 
did a good job. From thousands 
of thousands percent of infla- 
tion rate a year he took it down 
to a two digit number. The 
problem is that in those crazy 
times, the dollar went up at the 
same time as the local currency, 
raising thousands of thousands 
percent a year, sometimes more 
than the austral. Basically, what 
I am saying is that Argentina is 
again in the Guinness Records 
Book with one of the most 
incredible inflation rates in 
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