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BEGINNIr'3S OF THE ROAD 
While The Incas Road is a very 
real construction, a series of 
roads and trails that the Incas 
built between the thirteenth 
and fifteenth centuries to con- 
solidate their empire, for me, it 
is also a metaphor for a united 
Latin America, a continent 
without borders that existed 
before the Conquista. My Incas 
Road is a trip into the indige- 
nous roots of South America, to 
show that it was and still is one 
nation, struggling still against 
its brutal conquistador^ past 
while attempting to build a 
democratic, peaceful future. 
I had the Idea of exploring The 
Incas Road when I first 
encountered traps of the 
actual road system in the Andes 
Mountain range. I was coming 
from years of city life, being an 
artist in Buenos Aires in love 
with the french surrealists, 
isolated from nature and 
ignorant of my countty's native 
roots. In school we were always 
taught to look to Europe. I 
could have told you anything 
you wanted about Gteece or 
Rome but ... tncas? Those 
primitive Indians that lived up 
there in Latin America? Why 
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would you care to h o w  
anything about them? 
Ar^pntfcnaisnot SeeSIypartof 
Latin- America, went ttie 
Ji~tplicatiorii We are an 
extension of Europei y^rfeStOi 
always say. But there I was 
with a h ~ q u e g f t o ~  in 
northwestern Argentina, 
drinkingmatetogetherfrcana 
gourd, watching h is  son 
tending (he llamas in the fields 
"by his horn which happened 
to be tight oft a p?rt of the old 
Incas road that is stall in use 
today. And I was learning 
about my roots, about the 
people who Mved in tiEu~part o# 
the world before the Spanish 
invasion, about the peo^e wtio 
live here still, It was a shock, a 
cultural sh&ck thatchanged ny 
life. My art took a different 

ath, turning its back oft 
Europe and my aspira'~ion to 
be a fa-ench surrealist, t o 
become ... who knows what 
I kirtd df know now. 1 became 
simply an artist who stepped 
.out fhe door of his studio. 1 
wanted to da more than sit and 
paint' I wanted to help preserv& 
a culture r̂uf a legacy thsf is 
vaftishing out of our Iwids. I 

wanted to educate; tp excite 
people abotit (heir own past, to1 
makethanSeetherelevanceof 
their indigenous cultures in 
their own lives, instead of 
always lorfdng wistfully across 
the seas to Europe for a p* 
for future guidance After all, 
whatdidwecometo(heNew 
World for, if not to embrace 
another legacy than the one we 
wereleaving behind? Why was 
this need to embrace the 
indigenous wisdom and culture 
so weak in the Argentine 
pepple? Th ŝe are 9li things FBI 
determined to find tnit on this 
journey, on thift metaphor of 
the Incas Road that has me 
travelling Ifarongh the past wid' 
p~essa.t of South America and 
its pple$,1Ã§IAreco'uAtiti the; 
$teiry of the I q s  arid their 
iHRcestors through the eyes of 
an artist as a kind of explorer, 
an explorer of roads, 
ifti&~ht5aiW, peoplet stories, 
need's and dreams and how 
they all intersect ary? Tbraindh off 
&urn each other* as; symbolized 
by the Incw Eoad. 
The fantastic forty thousand 
kilometers (?f roads built by the 
Inca% that over five hundred 

yeaw ago nearly united (he 
we$tem raft of South Aaserica 
into ft prosperous natiort, 
became a symbol for we, and 
thebeginningofmydrean^to 
walk those wads and register 
what I see. what I feel. But not 
only about the Incas. I want to 
find out about their ancestors* 
about the otiter peoples that 
became absorbed into' the 
melting pot of the Incas' 
Empire. I want to know about 
their descendants, the survivors 
of the Spaaish holocaust that 
kill 8i0 million people or about 
9Q p m t  of the population at 
that time, I want te know about 
their art, their craft& their daily 
life, their sufferings and happy 
*menis in din effort to save a 
present and a past of Latin 
America that, AS a non* 
European culture, ba3 been 
practically erased and 
historically diminished in itfi 
importance as a IigftIy 
advanced, mttlfrethnic, peat% 
oriented civilization. 
The mitts of the ? n m  Empire 

and their fate of neglect are a 
reflection of what is going on at 
archaeological sites all over the 
wwld which aireaten hwnanity 



with the literal erasure of its that are fully aware of what is wrf hen sutpassed cow up to the 
past, without which (here can owed to the Inca$. T h e i r y  feseftt. With regards to the 
be no promising future, dwlization, which took ffwwatids ehboration of beautiful centmic 
In the words of Hiram of years to develop, m a s o b @ &  and to thekniitiflg of their 
Bingham, the American scholar characterized by the incentive delicate fttbncs, they equate the 
and explorer who discovered genius, the artistic sfall, and a best products Egypt and Greece 
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wild wiff.iQffifc#,end allowed isa 
me ft? suffer &'her from knger or 
addr fhw did wt hose a written 
fart^~d^ Qt mm ftfew^j^pftics, 
Owe fe f i f e  fffci, aw kttBWIe&e 
^epett4swwW.~welef^..- 
Inanyown way IamÃ§roa 

builder, a& t yisttatly 
reconstruct: the a w b t  atones 
and oawtnaenta of the bean 
culture, tp help preserve what 
has been. left to IS, 1 am 
carrying out this exploration 
colletttegoeal hifitow a d  t~lfc 
songs , videotapes and 
photographs of the 
mnumentst ptmglyphs, &ist 
and people along the Incas 
& a d .  I am also working on A 
Series af paintings and 
&awing& inspired by this 
journey, .as well a series of 
articles. 
The In& Road exploration i s  a 
Â¥testamen to the tremendous 
Attdean landscape and dture 
that is swiftly being destroyed 
fey human progem; to k êp its 
heritage alive for future 
generatfens and make thaw 
aware of the aichaeohgical 
site? that exist iin the world aft4 
attest to human histories that 
go neglected or suffer 
deliberate destruction due to 
greed, ignorance* paV6rty+ 
poUuU0n 

Ba& in Buews Aires 
After years of living la the 
Midwest of the United States 
withmy An r̂ican wife Shelly 
Be- I eanwback to f t i l f iU~ty 
dresartt to wak the IiiEsas Road 
starting from Mendoaa, tb 
mthertttnost pant of the Road 
a d  working my way upi Brit 
the day I wMd ixt Bueaos 
Aares ready to mrt my pytney,, 
a cholera outbreak hit ttt& 
province of Salta in northern 

A bit of history and 
geography 
The Incan ~tepire, whjkh 
4Wrtshed between the twelfth 
and sixteenth eefttories AD, 
absticbed many groups of 
peeyle without war or 
fel&dsheAl It uftited large 
portions af SiEtttth A?ieri(;~ 
(much of Argentina, Oi l% 
Etiitftdoy, 'Polivie, Colombia# 
and Pern) fbfoagh a governing 
system that promoted pea=* 
ecaaoarfc stability, wd 
prc-gres~~ The fantastic mad 
iysteift which span$ f m y  
thousand kilometersasid covers 
an area of over 2 n̂ Uien square 
kilometers was builfc in a two 
hundred yeas period. If west 

Many segment? of the Inca* 
Road canstfllbetracedatld.are 
i f t  use. They 60 from 
beautifully paved sections 
nearly 16 yards wide to just a 
thy  ? h e  of $ t o w  vanishing 
tot(? the jhoriaon -to rugged 
overiaad trails between 
towns. 1 patticslariy admired 
the straightne% of some of the 
rodsit fhe tmdwcy of their 
engineers to avoid ttta,}~r cwvê  
when (helterrain allowed it, l i b  
the sttU existent 70 km of 
straight road in the Uspeillate 
Valley of Meadoza, Argentina. 
The <Uv~'se range of materials 
used to Build t h e  roads, a& 
well as their size and location, 
was clasely tested to each 
region's weather coftfUtions, 
natural resources, quantity and 
quality of trade; relighus 
purpose  and military 
concerns. But what ever 
variations, the roads were ~ 1 1  
designed to connect the 
peoples of the empire with 
some degree of case and 
efficiency. Many ef today's 
streets and avettues in 
AfgentinB, Chite and Pew were 
built oft existing Incas Roads. 
'fhe Incqs, themselves, used 
their ancestors' knowledge an& 
established their roads <sn pfe 
ekistant paths, The 
development and prospedty OÂ 
f^e Iw9n civi~z^tion could (idy 
have been achieved thfough 
their yemarkable network of 
roads ihak may- still lead us in 
and through &E indigenon$ 
roots of Latin America* 
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