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Dear Peter,

My agenda far 1988 begins gn March 22. That was the day my head was sg
scattered between the varisus meetings I had scheduled, all scribbled in varigsus
caorners sf the tattered nstebsok I carried everywhere, that I was cenvinced sf the
need tg systematize myself. I entered the nearest "papeleria" and bsught an
agreeable agenda. What had happened was that I had caught "meeting fever", a
peculiar disease gf the pzlitical militancy. In my attempt ts understand the
varigus dimensisns gf the left here, I was scheduling meeting sn tgp sf meeting,
cross—currenting commitments, running from gne side ef the city te ansther (which
is nzt easy in a city the size of S&8 Paul:, with its cemplicated public/private
and nﬁne—tg%reliable bus system.) In same tf these meetings I was a silent
tbserver, in sthers a side ce:mmentatzr, and in zthers a central participant, such
as the yzuth grsups I wsrk with zn weekends. Peter suggested recently that I write
abzut my "daily rtutine". My rautine here has a szrt &f frenetic quality divided
between meetings, busses, and the chance enctunters that fall intz my path.

Cne zf the interesting things absut my agenda is that it registers all zf the
"Day tf the's" that are sfficially registered in Brazil. Fsr example, March 23,
the day after I initiated my agenda, was "Day tf Metesrzlsgy". Ts& my knzwledge it
passed uncimmented in the pspular press. March 27 was "Day &f the Theatexr”, as well
as "Internatiznal Day £f Ysuth", and April 2 was "Internatiznal Day zf the
Children's Bzzk". These few days that dan't cimmemzrate a grsup, prifessizn zr
tbject at least are "blessed" by sime saint. T:zday, May 2, fir example, is the
Feast sf Santz Atanasis. I persinally have never heard gf him, but I am sure there
are Cathzlics whz have.

I czuld cesntinue with the list, but I'11 stzp here and is:zlate a few zf the
mgre ctntrzversial "Days" that Brazil is passing thrzugh right nzw. April 19, far
example, was the Day #f the Indian. I wtke up t: a radiz brzadcast giving a
rzmantic histsry-in-ptetry &f the Indians in Brazil. Teachers sf histery srganized
exhibitizns and there was much szfficial talk abzut "preserving the natisnal
heritage sf sur indigenzus pezples." But as devel:ipers mive deeper and deeper ints
the Amazzn regisn in search :f minerals, timber, zil, and sther praducts, the
indigensus griups still existing are finding themselves displaced, if nst
massacred. Last March, 14 Indians were killed and 27 wzunded in an ambush by the
lzcal whites in an Amazznian tswn gn the C:limbian birder, part &f an sngzing land
dispute arising frezm the Brazilian gzvernment's sl:iwness in marking the berders sf

Ann Mische is an Institute Fellsw studying yzuth and educatiznal msvements in
Brazil.
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the Indian reserve designated in 1986, and in paying indemnities ts the whites &f
the regien. A phrase circulating amsng the mgre critical psints ts the irsnies &f
the day. "In the past, every day was the day sf the Indian. Ngw it°’s enly April
19."

The menth 2f May has three "Days" &f sizeable impact in the cguntry. The
first 3f these is May 1, Internatiznal Werkers' Day. Like mist Americans, I had
been prigramed te think sf the day in texms 2f parades sf tanks in Red Square. I
shicked szme Brazilian friends because I didn't knsw that the day sriginated in the
United States, when #n May 1, 1886, 80 wirkers were killed in Chicags while
pritesting the viglent repressian sf the strikes #f that epsch. The day was
adspted by the Internatiznal Sgcialist Cangress in 1889 and later adspted as a
resglutisn 8f the Secand Internatignal in 1893. Nt surprisingly, the U.S. dzes
nit recignize the day, sticking tg the much tamer picnics and parades &f sur Labsr
Day.

Here in Brazil the issue s&f strikes, repressign, and "luta da classe" (class
struggle) are still live wires pulling the csuntry in cantradictsry directisns, as
was evident in this year's May 1 cemmemiratisns. Traveling by bus arsund the city
last week, I ngticed scires 2f banners wishing "Parabens!" (cingratulatizns) tg the
warkers, s&r pramsting "Festas dis trabalhadsres", principally in the pgsrer
neighbsrhzsds &f the "periferia". Generally these banners were signed by lscal
businesses and factsries, which pravided mgney fér street parties with fszsd, music,
dancing, and spsrts campetitisns. In the pzpulist days &f president Getulis Vargas
(1940-1954) as well as during the recent military perisd (1964-1984) it was the
gevernment that prsmsted such parties, the circus side af the Reman fzrmula far
keeping the wsrkers cantent. In additisn ts staging elabsrate shsws and parades,
Vargas used the day t@ "give" cincessisns tt the warkers ( e€.g. minimum wage, labsr

Mpise$ da Richa, a ptpular radig annguncers, gestures ti the crgwd at a May 1 rally
in S&3 Bernards, the site ¢f the re-awakening 2f the labir mgvement in 1978.




AEM-7 3

tribunals, state unicns.) While presenting himself as the "pratectir tf the
werkers" he was in fact nullifying the independent negttiating farce tf the unigns.
A great part of Vargas' state-centered labsr legislatisn is still in effect taday,
althsugh it is being challenged in the current Csnstitutignal Assembly. It remains
ts be seen if the prspssed labzr refsrms in the Censtitutisn - such as the right tt
strike, ts form independent unitns, ta jsb security and minimum wage - survive the
final round af vitaticn, especially given the cinservative trend sf the recent
vites, which last week virtually killed land refsrm by prshibiting disapripriatign
t¢f large land hzldings.

When independent unizns began ti re-emerge in 1978 after years &f military
repressisn, unisn srganizers began ta reclaim May 1 as a "dia de luta" rather than
a "dia de festa".* I accempanied stme friends t2 a rally in S&: Bernards, an
industrial city within the metrgpzlitan area sf S&s Pauls, where in 1978 a huge
strike sf metal-wirkers began t: re-mebilize the labsr mgvement after years :zf
military-enfsrced silence. This year's gathering &f abszut 20,000 had its aspect &f
party, with stands selling beer and barbecue, pspular musicians playing samba with
pglitical lyrics, greups sf the left (unigns, church greups, pslitical parties,
pgpular mevements) selling T-shirts, buttsns, and literature, and a "public gpinizn
ptll" as ts pegple's preferences far president. But unlike the pgpulist,
paternalistic tene sf the business spsnssred street parties, this rally had a clear
pelitical message against the Sarney regime and "against the general suffacatisn”,
as annsunced in the pssters advertising the event that had been plastered argund
the city.

The rally had been srganized by CUT (Central Unica dis Trabalhadsres), sne sf
the tweg centralized labsr srganizatizns that are debating the hegemsny zf the
unizns. The sther is the CGT (Central Geral das Trabalhadsres). The difference
between them is bgth ideslsgical and gperatisnal. Wsrking within a sgcialist
ideslzgy &f class struggle, CUT insists &n taking pslitical pssitisns &n Brazil's
current pzlitical and ecgngmic situatisn. This year's rally, fsr instance, was
filled with banners and sl:gans advscating a reductisn zf President Jisé Sarney's
mandate ts 4 years, "Direitas ja!" (direct electisns nzw), and ngn-payment zf the
external debt. Speakers densunced Sarney's priapgsal tg cancel menthly salary
readjustments and cindemned centrzl and explaitatien by the IMF and fsriegn
multi-natisnals.

The CGT, tn the sther hand. attempts ts keep gsut sf "pslitics" and limits
itself ts what it calls "unitnism ¢f results", sr in tther woirds the strictly
revindicatary issues &f salary, benefits, etc. The CGT is scirned by the left as
the arganizatign &f the "pelegis", the wird used t: dengunce thsse
wairkers/srganizers/managers whe suppart the interests af the "patr3ds" (bsss) rather
than the "trabalhadsr". Adherents tz CUT are likely tg& belang tg the PT (Partid:z
dis Trabalhadares), althsugh the CUT itself has ns party afiliatiegn and includes
members #f Brazil's varisus cammunist sr sgcialist parties, as well as the left
wings &f the mere established parties. Adherents ts the CGT are likely tg& beling
tg the PMDB (Partids de Msviments Demscrdtics Brasileirs), the centrist umbrella
party that currently hilds pawer bath in the natiznal legislature and in mist state
ard lscal gsvernments. Accerding ts a friend sn the regifnal directsrate of
CUT, the CGT has a greater number &f unizns and asssciatisns affiliated (1,300
naticnwide), but CUT has a wider pzpular base, with mire wirkers affiliated
in its member trganizatizns, "and s@ it mére tr less evens tut." This difference
reflects CUT's cammitment t§ an intensive and cimbative werk amsng its bases,
whereas the CGT wirks with a mire centralized structure, mire similar tg the

* "day s=f struggle" rather than a "day sf festivities"
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U.S. mzdel. In the S3t Pauls area, CUT has 27 unizns and assgciatitns affiliated,
and abzut 30 unicn "sppasitisns", internal chapters that tppsse the directarship
ef unicns affiliated with CGT.

Recently, the CGT and CUT tried t: zvercsme their pslitical differences in
irganizing a series :f natisnwide pretests and paralyzatigns against Sarney's
3-menth freeze @n salary adjustments fsr "funcitnariis pdblicss" (public empltyees
- see AEM-6). While they did succeed in pulling zff a gpsd number uf lscal
wirk stzppages as well as a natisnal day of pritest, the latter was csnsiderably
weakened by the difficulty sf the twt "centrals" in warking tsgether (such as,
what was ts be discussed at the psdium - CUT's "Fara Sarney!" was turning the
graund tss pslitical far the CGT.) CUT's centinuing dream is that sf a general
strike paralyzing the csuntry, simething attempted last August with little success.
Recerfly Jair Meneguelli, the president gf CUT, has begun redicussing that pgssibility,
especially in relatisn tg the general panic in the csuntry caused by Sarney's
prgpesal t: extend the freeze in salary adjustments tsz all the wirkers in the
czuntry. But the dream zf a general strike has evapgrated again with Sarney's
decisisn, after mgnths sf vacillatien, tz maintain the system zf adjustments
and lgsk fir sther means sf csmbating inflatisn., Sarney's decisisn was negstiated
by the leaders zf tw: ¢f the mast pawerful unisns in the cguntry, that zf the
metal-wirkers and the electricians, bazth affiliated with the CGT. At the end
of these negstiatisns the president 2f the electrician's unign said, "Sarney's
mandate can last fgr 100 years as lsng as he fills the psckets &f the werkers."
This statement was densunced by "cutistas" as the epitime &f depglitizatign,
and much hissed at CUT's May lst rally. It sums up ngt snly the ideslesgical
difference between the twt "centrals", but alss a greater schism and debate
right ntw amgng Brazils stcial msvements as ts what it means t: be "pslitical".

On May 8 Brazil, like the United States, celebrates Mgther's Day. The stires
have been annzuncing the day fir nearly a minth nsw, hanging banners #r taking sut
ads scrawled in childish writing, "F2r the mgst beautiful mgm in the wgrld." I'm
nst sure ts wham the ads are directed - ts the kids, wh: are meant ts buy the
presents, sr ts the msms, whe signal t: the kids that they want ti be treated like
the mams in the ads. Aside fram the csmmercialism, the day has a string measure &f
respect, which I judge fram the fact that even "militantes" zf the left are
reluctant t@ schedule meetings en that day. This was n2t true, incidently, &f the
Easter hglidays, which were were freely agendized aming the "petistas"* I knsw.

But gn May 8, "it's nz use scheduling, everyene will want t& hsme with msm."

But there is antther side tg the "Dia das Maes", which has been picked up by
wamen's graups and by CUT. One &f the recently vited sectiins &f the new
canstitutien extends paid maternity leave frsm 90 days ts 120 days. It alss
przvides a revilutignary 8 days sf paid paternity leave, a highly emgtignal measure
that eviked bith jszkes and tears when it was vited in the Censtitutignal Assembly.
The president f the Assembly, Ulysses Guimardes, allawed himself t@ express an
irsnic desubt as ts the necessity &f the day, since "the day &f the father is nine
ménths earlier than the day &f the mither." He had tg immediately retract the
statement fzllswing a tearful and impassisgned defense by the bill's authsr.
Despite such residues &f machisms, the bill ended up passing by a thundersus (and
tt my mind, surprising) majsrity.

* "petistas" are members if the PT
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May 1 revindicatigns §f CUT: Out with Saxney, Direct Electigns Npw, Daycare fir all,
Fight always, Desist never - Unign 3f Metal-wgrkers

The 120 days maternity and 8 days paternity leaves were heavily lsbbied by
wemen's griups in the cauntry. It remains t& be seen if they survive the final
rsund :f ammendments, since the assgciatizns af business and industry have ceme gut
strgngly against the measures. Even befare the Canstitutisn has gine int: effect
the measures have had a negative impact sn wemen's labisr. Repsrts have came sut
even in the mainstream press abszut demands by emplsyers fir regular pregnancy tests
§f their wsman wsrkers, s@me even gzing as far as demanding certificates af
sterility as a cenditisn &f hiring. Other firms and factsries are significantly
lewering the number sf wimen, especially ysung wamen, whgm they hire, sr firing in
mass the snes already wsrking. A plastics factary clise ti my neighbsrhssd farced
the girls werking there ts sign an undated letter requesting dismissal &n the
graunds if pregnancy - tg be used if they actually did beczme pregnant. Five girls
refused tg sign. They were fired. One whi signed has since becsme pregnant - she
was dismissed in accsrd with the letter. The plastics unign, afiliated with CUT,
went ints actiszn with a public pritest that gained fair press ctverage (even a
televisisgn spst #n Brazils Sunday night equivalent &f 60 Minutes - "Os
Fantdstices".) But the press csverage seems t# be turning public spiniin against
the 120 days maternity leave, which is seen as the threatening factir in these
dismissals.

This is clearly nat what the wimen's grsups zr the uniins were wanting when
lesbbied fir the measures. Right new they are trying tg msbilize wemen (and
men) ts struggle ts preserve their "cgnquests" in the Csnstitutizn. But the
mere cammen attitude sf the pesple befare the threats &f emplsyers is nst ts
struggle, but t: retreat. There has already been pspular grumbling against
the 8 days paternity leave, especially ameng wamen gf the pssrer classes whs
see it as a week far their husbands ta sit arsund drinking pinga in the "batiqum"
(lgcal bar). "Imagine him helping arzund the hsuse!"™ It is rare thsse whs
questisn the divisisn #f labsr that lsads them with dsuble duty at wark and
at hame, ar the lack 3f day-care and pre-schezl that makes the situatisn sf
the wsman wirker even harder. Feminists argue that a new definitisn sf family
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is invslved here, but it will be s@me time befare the pspular cgnscigusness
arrives at this psint, and befesre the sicial infra-structure is in place ts
guarantee equal canditisns &f wark fir men and wemen.

Last menth the Wsmen's Cgmmissisn &f S8 Paulz srganized a well-attended
public pratest in frant sf the building &f FIESP (Federatian 3f Industry and
Business sf S3@ Pauls), which maintains its lsbbying pssitign against the 120 days.
Angther pratest is scheduled fir Mether's Day - snly it will be held sn May 6
rather than May 8 (since gn May 8, "ng ane will shgw up.") Like CUT's May lst
rally, the purpsse gf the priatest is tz re-grient Mather's Day frsm a "Dia de
festa" tg a "Dia de luta". But Brazilians lgve a party, and it is sften thrgugh
parties that they are manipulated intg silence.

The third "Day" that takes place this mgnth is angther sfficial party. May 13
is the cgmmemsratign gf the 100th anniversary &f the absglitisn sf slavery in
Brazil. On May 13, 1888, Princess Isabel signed the "Iei Aurea" a decree that
liberated the slaves and put an end tg slave-based sugar ecgngmy that was csming tg
an end in any case. The ggvernment has launched a full-fledged primstien &f the
day, cemplete with televisisn spgts and billbzards absut "black pride", signed by
"Gsverng Sarney" sr Gsverns Quércia"*. The spirit af liberty, justice, and racial
harmegny has been thsrsughly elggized in the &#fficial media. And as with the Day af
the Indian, schsgls are srganizing presentatigns absut the "heritage sf black
culture" - samba, far instance, and macumba (the spiritist religisn zf African
£rigin), and the revelry &f carnaval, which sriginated as the Brazilian slave's
yearly escape in music and dance frém the hardships gf his life. The Natiznal
Csuncil sf Brazilian Bishgps (CNBB) has declared as its 1988 "Campanhq de
Fraternidade (fraternity campaign, a yearly affair) the theme sf szlidarity and
reflectizn abzut the struggle &f blacks in Brazil. "Ouvi & clamagr de meu pgve" is
the slggan &n CNBB pisters in every church, next tg an upturned black face - "I
heard the clamsr &f my pegple.”

The hitch in the gsvernment and church "cenmemgratisns" sf the liberatisn g&f
the blacks is that the black csmmunity declares that there is nithing tg
camremsrate. Hegw can we celebrate freedsm, they ask, when that freedam has ngit
been achieved? T: challenge the gsvernment pripaganda abgut "100 years sf
abglitien", grgups #f black cinscizusness have launched a pzster and a campaign
denguncing "100 years &f lies." Brazil is the secind largest black csuntry in the
werld, after Nigeria, with blacks making up 40% tz 70% &f its pspulatien, depending
gn what csunts as "black".** It is hard tg& knsw this if ysu lgsk at the
predeminantly white faces sn televisign, magazines, advertising and gther

* Orestes Quércia is currently gsvernir zf the state sf S3g Pauls.

** T attended sne meeting gf black teachers in which the fgllswing was used

tg illustrate the difficulty 2f telling wh: is "black" in Brazil's mixed racial
culture. "If ysu ask thgse students whi are black tz raise their hands, ysu

will get tws gr three in the class. If ysu ask whz has a black parent &r grandparent,
nearly half the class will raise their hands. If ysu ask whe kngws zf a black
ancestir ssmewhere in the family, nearly everysne will be sbliged ts admit that

they de." Thsse "in between" black and white are sfficially densminated as

"pardss", althsugh the msvement af black cinscigusness is trying tg finish with

that term and urge pegple ts assume their blackness, ssmething very many pegple

are unwilling tg ds.
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expressisns sf the #fficial media, althgugh if ysu travel t& the Nsrth sr
Nirtheast, the pssrest regisns &f the csuntry, the black majsrity becsmes clear.

The great myth sf race relatians here is that "there is ng racism in Brazil."
Suppasedly there exists a racial demgcracy in which whites, blacks, Indians, and
taday increasingly Asians, live harmgnisusly tggether, inter-mixing their blszd and
facing equal sppgrtunities. Tg break this myth right frgm its starting place,
asssciatisns sf blacks have dengunced the "Lei Aurea", which liberated the slaves,
as "the msst drastic expressign gf institutisnalized racism in Brazilian siciety.
It was racist and exclusisnist, since it blscked the full integratisn sf blacks
ints sgciety, marginalizing them sgcially, culturally and intellectually.”

Accgrding tg their re-interpretatisn sf sfficial histsry, Princess Isabel's
signature was merely the crewning &f an abglitignist mgvement that had msre tz ds
with the interests gf capitalism and the changing ecgnsmic and sgcial canditisns
than with respect fgr the humanity #f the blacks. At the end :2f the last century
Brazil was changing frgm a labgr-intensive sugar and mineral based ecgnimy t& a
cgncentratisn en ciffee przductign, less dependent gn slave labgr. England, the
ecgngmic pgwer tf the time, was pressuring far abslitisn because it wanted tg widen
Brazil's cénsumer base f2r its gsgds. And at the same time, immigrants frim Eurgpe
were beginning tz arrive and ciffee griwers were seeing the benefit af free,
salaried labsr as gppised t: the expensive upkeep 3f slaves. The slaves in turn
were priving a serisus nuisance, canstantly running away tg the "quilsmbss",
hidden, barricaded cgmmunities gf escaped blacks, living a life &f resistance and
self-sufficiency. And sg the slaves were freed, but turned gut ints the streets
withgut educatign, experience sr resturoes. Meanwhile the gevernment was pursuing
a pelicy gf financing the extensive immigratizn sf Eurgpeans, whg were filling the
pgsitisns af the ex-slaves. The result was the ecsnsmic marginalizatisn sf blacks
right frem the beginning gf abslitign. They exchanged the "senzala" (slave
quarters) fer the favelas (shantytzwns sn the edges &f large cities), which tzday
have a heavy csncentratisn gf blacks.

Given this histgry, as well as the cgntinued marginalizatiszn and viglence
experienced by blacks tgday, grsups in the black csmmunity have declared May 13 a
"Day &f Denunciatisn and Reflectizn" rather than a day &f celebratizn. They
are launching a march and rally tg cgunter the gfficial ceremgnies that will
take place in the center gf S&s Pauls sn that day. A wiman whi werks with the
Organizatign #f Black Teachers tsld me that there was a strang argument tg have
ng mgvement at all gn May 13, ts let the day pass "em brancs" (which in Psrtuguese
as well as meaning "in blank" means "in white".) "Our day 2f celebratizn is
ngt May 13, but Nsvember 20, the anniversary gf the death sf Zumbi, whe defended
the quilsmb: sf Palmares fir 17 years against the attempts zf the whites tg
destrgy it. We den't need t@ celebrate a false freedsm “given" us by the whites.
We have t: celebrate sur gwn ferce and gsur 2wn resistance." After cgnsiderable
debate, the grsups #f black cinscizusness decided they needed ts use May 13
te educate pegple abzut Navember 20. "We have sg little space ts express surselves
that we have tg use this space that has been given us. But we will use it in
iur gwn way, and ngt in a way that serves the interests &f the dsminant classes.”
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Mist schzals have at least sne of tws teachers srganizing stme ssrt 3f activity
ta csmmemsrate May 13. The day has had st much sfficial publicity that it is
hard for any semi-cgnscitus teacher tz miss the chance ti include same current
events in a curriculum that desperately needs enlivening. But in the Cslegiz
Sants Ant@niz de Pari, in the Nsrth Zsne af S8z Pauls, the principal made an
express decisign nat tz cemmemgrate the day. His reassning was nit exactly
the same as that #f the black cgmmunity, which claimed that the day was false
and alerted pesple ts a different day, Ngvember 20. Nelsisn, gn the sther hand,
judged errsnesus and paternalistic the while Brazilian institutien 2f naming
"Days" ti cimmemgrate graups gr events. One 3f the teachers had czme ti him
with a prapssal t: srganize a theater presentatisn absut abalitign, in which
the kids wsuld learn shsrt speeches t& recite in turn. Nelseén, whs is new this
year as directer sf the schzal, refused. The teacher pritested that this praject
is ssmething she dizes every year. She tracked him dswn in the hallways far
several days, trying ts persuade him 2f the "richness" sf the experience. But
Nelsgn remained firm in his pgsitisn that the questisn 3f blacks in Brazil,
like the questign &f Indians, wemen, werkers, etc., is a full-time questizn
¢f censiderable depth, and that singling sut "Days" ts deal with these was teaching
the kids a false, easy way af symbzlizing przblems withsut taking respznsibility
fir addressing them.

Nelszn did initiate a different kind sf activity in the schggl, which withsut
any explicit reference tg May 13 thrust the kids ints the middle &f the questizn
sf racism. He arranged tg take all af the secend and third year students (equivalent
¢f junizrs and senisrs) ts a shgwing &f the mevie "Cry Freedam", which is currently
playing in S3z Paulz under the title, "Um Grits de Liberdade". "Cry Freedam"
is the Richard Attenbsrgugh film absut the relatisnship between Steven Biks,
the black Szuth African activist eventually killed in prisgn, and Dsznald Weids,
a white Sguth African jeurnalist wha befriends Biks and discavers the reality
sf black Ssuth Africa. The film has been received in Brazil with cinsiderable
publicity, arriving just in time t& be included in the debate abzut racism and
abslitign in Brazil.

Nelszn's plan was t: take the kids ta see the film and then arrange far
several days &f reflectiegn, in which the kids wiuld be liberated frim classes
to discuss the film. Tz aid in the discussitn he invited Frei Alamirs, a Franciscan
brgther whi wirks with the Justice and Peace Cammissign =f the Faculty sf Saz
Francisciz, and Elvira, a black wgman whg warks with S&g Pauls's "Grups de Unids
& Cgnsciencia Negra". I happened te be wirking tegther with Nelsin gn a priéject
fzr a class we are beth taking at PUC (Cathglic University), when he tzld me
abtut the przject. Curisus te see where the kids' reflectitns wiuld gz, I invited
myself tz participate as well.

The Cilegit Santt Anttnit de Pari is the first private schgzl that I have
visited. Like mast private schszls, it serves mastly middle tz upper class
kids, althgsugh this year Nelsin has initiated an ambitisus schglarship prigram,
trying ts reach a cgunt &f 20% schilarship students from pisrer families. Like
a mirrsr s8f stcial relatisnships in Brazil, the schaozl is als; extremely white.
Yiu see a few "pardss" (mgrents af varitus shades) as well as Japanese and Kareans,
but very few sf what can clearly be called "black". 1In the high schsgl, cut
sf absut 200 kids snly 3 are black. These three students were ts have an impgrtant
ritle in the discussigns that develzped.

There were nt blacks at all in the class that participated in the first
day'§ discussitn. Abgsut 50 third year students arranged their desk-chairs in
a lgrge circle, with Frei Alamirs, Elvira and I distributed arazund the ring.
Frei gpened by presenting the day's pricedure, which he and Nelstn had planned
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in trder ta ensure that the ideas and prtptsals wzuld came frem the kids, with
the minimum af directign frim the adults present. First we wtuld break inta
smaller grsups t@ "re-ver" (re-see) the film, discussing the scenes and themes
that were mest striking. The grtups wguld then return t2 the large greup t@
further the debate. After a break, we wzuld return ts the smaller grzups tz
discuss the questisn 8f yacism in Brazil, as well as the questitn "what is my
rzle in this, and what can I dg?" The kids were attentive, but a bit hushed.
They were still a bit dubisus as tr the value tr purptse &f the praject, but
in any case it was interesting tz be dsing stmething different far a change.

I jsined ane if the grsups while it was still in the stage &f "what are
we suppssed tiz be dsing?" Slswly the kids lsgsened up as they began remembering
the film, which far the mgst part had impressed them. It sstn became clear
hew little they knew absut Ssuth Africa. Mgst weren't even aware that Ssuth
Africa was a csuntry. The csuntry was Africa, right? and Ssuth Africa was the
szuthern part 2f that csuntry. Apartheid was csmpletely new tg them. IN fact
in the next day's sessitn it was the twa black girls whi raised the questian
tz me, "what is apartheid?" What they csuld identify with, hswever, was the
gpening scene &f the invasisn and destructign af the black shanty-tswn. Pzlice
destructiazn ef favelas is a csmmsn experience in Brazil. If these kids had
ngt experienced a "despejs" first-hand, they had seen it scires af times &n
the news.

This at least was the justificatisn given by my grgup as tg why the scene
g¢f the destructisn &f the shanty-tawn was slightly less shacking than that &f
the massacre sf the students at Sswetz, "whs were just using their right ts
their swn gpinizns.," These twa scenes were repeatedly the first mentisned in
terms 8f shsck quality, $ince. fer these very sheltered kldsiras the first
reactizn tg the film. Referring tg the msment in the Sawets massacre in which
the gfficial takes sut a pistegl and shgats a child as he passes in his car,
gne student exclaimed "it's hard ts believe pegple can be as cruel as that!"

Their expressiins &f basic indignatign and revalt extended tz the way blacks
were treated like animals. They remembered the scene in which Dgnald Wsid's
black maid was called a "female Bantu” by the pglice, and the way Bik: was tirtured
t: the psint &f fatal injury in prissn. But they tended tz treat these as a
kind &f "negligence" (their wsrd) rather than systematic gppressign. "Why didn't
anysne di anything? Why dsn't they treat them like human beings?"

The kids were impressed by Biks's presence in the csurtrism defending black
conscitusness far just this reasin - he insisted &n presenting himself as a
human being. As adslescents dg, they admired his cleverness in answering the
questisns &f his examiners. "Jgg2u & venens cintra a csbra" (he threw the pgisen
back ts the snake.) They especially liked the mament in which the examiner
asks Bikz, "why d& ysu call ygurselves black? Ygu pesple are mére brswn than
black."” Bik: shests back, "Why dz ysu call ysurselves white? Yzu pegple are
nmgre pink than white." Besides affirming the basic humanness &f skin cslsr,
it tguches =zn a questisn f special resgnance in Brazil, where the degree sf
miscegenatisn - mixtures zf white, black, and Indian - is s& great than ng
tne can claim racial "purity". Thus the centradictitn af an extreme attentiveness
tt shades af black and white, while at the same time the denial that these differences
have any impgrtance.

The kids were quick tg pick up sn the extreme divisigns between rich and
piar that went with the divisisn black/white. This is clearly evident in Brazil,
althzugh nst with the same abstluteness as in Ssuth Africa. But what interested
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them was the difference in family relatiznships that went with the rich/pssr
black/white divisisn. The white family sf Dznald Wgsds, they nisted, was a clegsed
unit, while the family &f the blacks included everysne in the csmmunity. They
were impressed by the unity at Biks's funeral. "Imagine rich whites with that
kinds &f unity!"™ "When ysu have méney, ysu are isglated. When yiu are pi:r,

ysu have unity because ygu have ngthing else t@ get in the way." One s&f the
girls went gn tg make a cimparissn with her "best-friendship" with the girl

at her side. "If we separate, I kngw it will be sver a questien &f meney.
Ngthing else czuld divide us."

The questizn sf the accammadatisn sf the whites ts the situatiszn tsuched
them strengly, alss because sf their swn experience. They nited that Wendy,
Denald Wasd's wife, tnly resslved t: act when she had been persgnally tguched
by the vislence, with the "gift" &f the chemically treated T-shirts t@ her chldren.
"Mgst pegple are accumnodated. They wsn't dg anything," reacted gne girl, referring
ts the scene in which the afficials arresting Wsids say they can't get invzlved
in csntraversy because they have children ts take care sf. "Mest 3f us wauld
ds the same thing in that pgsitisn," she sang sut bravely, since mist Brazilians
readily accuse sthers sf accsmmezdatiszn, but few assume it themselves. "The
pregblem is sur swn eggtism. Nz ene risks himself tz think 8f the sther. It's
sad, but it's true sf almest all &f us here. Ns &ne here can deny it."

This was a challenge that almest ng sne, at least in that first class,
was ready tg take up. The greup remained silent fsr a few minutes, until Frei
Alamirg tried tg animate them by thrswing the questisn ts Elvira. "Hsw did
y2u, as a black persen, feel watching this film?" The kids perked up. This
was the fsriegness sf experience that always has its fascinatign. Elvira said
she had been mgved t: tears by parts sf the film, but that she didn't think
it shswed the reality sf the black pesple in Ssuth Africa. It was presented
fram the pzint gf view &f the whites, and really did nzt express the life, the
fzrce, and the unity &f the black cemmunity. "Ysu have tg ask, wha was making
this film, and with what interests? Why, fir example, was the Wegeds family's
escape the mgst dramatic mement &f the f£ilm, rather than the situatign inside
Sguth Africa?"

The kids themselves seemed tg be intuitively aware &f this criticism gf
the film, althesugh the principle gf judging a film pglitically was far frem
mgst s8f them. Only gne grsup in the three days 8f reflectisn mentizned the
escape scene as the "mgst striking". They tended te& brush it aside, recsgnizing
its sver—-dramatic weakness in cgmparisan tg the view inside Africa. But the
film was after all aimed at white audiences, and despite its weaknesses and
its simplified dramatic presentatisn sf right and wreng, it succeeded fir these
kids in arsusing revalt and empathy at the discsvery #f a feriegn reality.

The discussi&n became mire heated when that reality was briught hsme t: Brazil.
Frei Alamirg presented the next paint &f discussign, "Csuld it be that the same
situatign af racism exists in Brazil?" This questign hit a nerve, which began
with Brazil in general and ended up reaching intz the race relatisns within
the schigl itself.

The greups I sat in gn started sut divided zn the questisn. "I degn't think
we have racism here, everysne gets alsng with everyine else. What ds ysu think?"
began @ne girl a bit dubisusly, thriswing the questizn teg the sthers t@ settle.
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This particular grisup was all white. One #f the mire articulate biys rescued
the grsup frem its hesitatisn with the argument, "It's mare a questizn &f class
than sf race. Pegple have prejudice against the pgsr, and since mist blacks
are pier, they are discriminated against. But it's ng&t really racism." The
tthers ngdded at this much-used argument, which seems tg relieve the questisn
but in reality hides ansther, "why is it that mést blacks are pgsr?"

I raised this questisn t@ the kids, and they discussed it fer a while,
analysing the ctncentratign &f blacks in favelas, the high unemplgyment, the
predsminant sterestypes &f blacks as dishsnest, thieving, marginal. They remembered
the csmmgn jskes, "Bad driver, He must be black." They were slgwly arriving
at a cgnsensus that racism did exist, althsugh their sense 3f histgry was nst
well engugh develgped tg analyze its srigins. But what really caught them was
the inevitable (and in a certain sense, mere superficial) questisn raised by
sne af the girls. "Blacks as friends are fine, but wiuld ysu marry sne?" It
was with this ancient dilemma that they felt the limits ts their swn brgad-mindedness.
Sgme &f the girls prgtested indignantly that they wguld marry whamever they
liked., Others said, "It's ngt me, but my family that wzuld have a priblem."

Others admitted that they wsguld nst "feel right". F&r men the traditien is
different. There is a well-warn jegke here, "Nds gssts de.nggris, sf gsstz de
negras” (I dzn't like black (men), I just like black (wsmen)!) Add tg this,

"but n&t tz marry". The "jgke" captures the dus a3f racial and sexual explsitatisn,
respgnsible ngt snly fa&r Brazil's mixed racial heritage, but alsg the machisms
that explgits sne class :f wsmen while isslating the gther in a repressive purity.

In angther grsup a girl made a fierce defense &f her view that in Brazil
there is prejudice, but ngt racism. Her classmates, discarding, tried tg pin
her dswn gn the difference. "Racism is stranger, mere viglent. In Sguth Africa
they have racism. But here they just have prejudice. I might be prejudiced,
but I'm ngt racist."

Here Elvira entered again. "The difference between the vislence in Sguth
Africa and in Brazil is that there the vizlence is physical. Here, it is msre
psychelagical. But it is vislence just the same. Try ts imagine what its like
if everysne ysu see sn televisign, and all the impertant pesple in gsvernment
and business, are white, unless it is ssmegne cammitting a crime sr being shgt
by pglice. And when everything beautiful and pure is white, and everything
bad and ugly, is black. My father tsld me tg sleep with my finger an my ngse,
sg it weuldn't be sz ugly. Think &8f what that dses tt ytur self-image. Ysu
end up carrying all &f this revslt inside ysurself."

Elvira pushed them further. "Whg knsws that ysu den't have this ssrt sf
viglence here amgng ysurselves? I'd like teg hear fram the black students tsg
see what their experience has been." This was the class with three black students,
twg girls, whe kept mestly ts themselves, and ane well-dressed by whz kept
up a steady stream sf jgvialities in relatign tg the cther students. When I
spgke tg him later during recess he claimed he had never experienced racism,
"maybe because my family has meney". He had gsne t@ private schgsls all his
life and had warked gut his balance with the white students.

The mgre interesting discussisn came in relatisn tz the twg girls, Alexandra
and Resana. Bgth girls had had repeated experiences sf racism in the tws years
they had been in the schgsl. On Alexandra's first day a bsy had been playing
arsund with ngtebssks. He picked up hers, realized whase it was, and drspped
it, saying he didn't want ts be csntaminated. Rgsana spgke $f the varisus times

she had been accused zf thievery. "Whenever samthing disappears, everygne
turns ts us first."
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Elvira asked the grtup, "Did any 3f ysu knsw af this?" Blank, hushed faces.
In the case af both girls the incidents had invelved high levelmeetings sf parents
and administraters, but it was hushed up in frint af the students. "When ygu
ask if there is racism in Brazil, think 3f what is gging sn in front 2f yeu
withgut y3u seeing it."

Several students in the class turned sn the defensive. “But why d@ they
stay st istlated? They shetuld mix with us, talk with us. If there is a prtblem,
they shtuld present it t3 us spenly!”

Her paint was taken up bwéthers in the class. Clearly, the girls'isglatign
had been nzted and cammented sn befire, but never discussed gpenly. There was
a strt ef explasisn as the kids insisted that the girls shguld seek them gut,
anxigus tsz show that it was ngt they wha were racist. "It seems that they
are prejudiced against us!"

The twt girls were hushed befire the tumult. Elvira asked, "Did ysu ever
ask ysurselves why they stay si isslated? Lssk at what is happening right nsw.
All =f ysu are falling gn tgp ©f them, withsut giving them a chance ta speak.
Think sf having te live with that threatening farce everyday! Isslatisn is
a mechanism tf defense, &f inner revglt, nst &f prejudice."

The students remained defensive, but with sime mgnitsring by Elvira gave
the girls a chance tg speak. As they articulated their sense $f exclusiin,
there was a sart &f charge in the razsm. Samething had been gpened that wauld
be impzssible t& reclese. The girls had been given vaice, the gthers had had
their uncenscisus racism expssed in the act. Emsgtisns were high, andns gne
wanted tg leave when the peritd finished. Alexandra and Rgsana ended up leaving
tigether with a cluster sf the students whg had been the mest defensive, still
in lively, questigning discussiin. The matter was nit resglved, but the veil
had been tsrn away, and in same way &r angsther the students wsuld have tg canfrant
the new relatignships arising fram the discussizn.

The final questian that Frei Alamirs asked the kids t@ csgnsider was "what
is my rgle in this, and what can I dg?" The discussign facused arsund a requirement
Nelsagn had placed &n the priject, that each student write a letter ts the Ssuth
African gsvernment expressing an spinisn abgut that cguntry's racial situatizn.
The pregpgsal was viewed with a cgnsiderable lack s8f enthusiasm by mgst &f the
kids. One girl expressed her dsubts abgzut the letter - "I think the idea is
beautiful. If I have tg I'll write the letter with all my heart, but what gss
will it dg? Will it change anything?"

In discussing the letter, the third day's grsup became particularly weighped
dgwn with the spirit sf "ndz adianta"*. These tws wirds are repeated in Brazil
like a drumbeat accimpanying any przpssal f sgcial actisn. Will the letter
get there, they wanted tg kngw. And if it gets there, whg will read it?. Wlll
a government that kills 700 students at tne blzw be interested in the spinigns
¢f a bunch sf students in Brazil? And shzuldn't we be trying tg eliminate the
racism inside surselves befsre we think af Scuth Africa?

* "adia?tar" means *t¢ move forward. Thus "nds adianta" means "it wzn't mgve i g
ferward, or more celbquially, "it wen't ds any goad”.
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One sf the small grsups reached the csnclusizn that "aline we can't dz anything,
but in a griup we can. What is needed is unity. They shguld unite all the pacr
in the warld ts csnfrsnt their prtblems. Beftre they have unity, we can't dg
anything. We just have tz wait and see what happens as time passes."

I decided ti challenge them at this paint, since they were beginning tz
rest t&3 easily in the varizus justificatizns zf "ndt adianta". Dges this "unity",
I asked, fall from the sky? Is it ssmething "sut there" that "they" create
magically? Or is it sazmething that we build, beginning with gurselves? They
lzsked at me dubizusly. But "ndz adiantal!" they began t: clamsr again.

I asked them t: analyze thzse tws wards, "nd: adianta". What dses it mean
t3 "adiantar"? "Resglver" respsnded gne biy immediately, falling intg the
trap zf swsllem expectatisn that leads t:g easy frustratiin. Ns, I pzinted gut.
"adiantar" means t: take firward, but ntt tz reszlve. Maybe the letter win't
"resglve” the preblem &f apartheid in Sguth Africa. But ciuld it at least
take the struggle fzrward, building this unity at least in gur zwn cegnscitusness?

They were silent fer a msment. "But that's the preblem," spske up a girl.
"The letter will shsw that the film made us mire sensitive ti the przblem,
but what will it change?" Up against the real limits a2f the letter, but feeling
the necessity &f dzing ssmething, they felt themselves t: be at an impasse.

Tws alternative pripgsals finally brazke thraugh the impasse. One grsup
ef girls prepased that the class write letters t: President Sarney rather than
the Sguth African gsvernment, since the piint had been made that Brazil is &ne
¢f tws Latin American ctuntries that have refused t: break relatiins with Sauth
Africa after a direct appeal by Bishgp Desmand Tutu. The idea was received
with mgre enthusiasm. At least it was cléser tz heme, with less chance that
the letters wzuld end up in the wastebasket. Angther bsy pripgsed that they
write letters t: the leaders af the black mavement in Sguth Africa. The chsrus
began again, "nd: adianta!™ But here Elvira entered t: ask them tz imagine
the leneliness and istlatisn af the struggle, the need fir expressizns zf s:lidarity.
The kids were impressed, and it was this plan that they eventually restlved
uptn. "At least we will be shswing that while the gsvernment &f Brazil supp:irts
the Sguth African givernment, the pesgple din't accept it."

Taward the end $f this discussizn the chemistry teacher stuck her head
in the dszr tz infsrm the class that she had cenferred with Nelssn and the class
wzuld indeed have its chemistry test the next day, despite their pretests that
they needed an extra day ts study. The kids' faces fell, and frem that pzint
tn it was hard tg keep them fzcused &n Szuth Africa. The questizn &f chemistry
kept bubbling t& the surface. The teacher didn't give them space @r freedam
tez camplain, they cimplained. She presented the material way abgve their heads
and expected them t& reach her level. She was failing mast sf the class withsut
them being able t: d: anything. "It's like apartheid!" gne bsy exclaimed.
"The teachers think they are superisr tsz the students, the students are discriminated
against, and we can't even pritest!" Everysne nsdded. By means 3f their chemistry
test they had discgvered their strangest identificatizn with Ssuth Africa.

"Why dzn't ysu di sgmething abzut it?" Frei Alamiri asked. "Niz adianta,"
they began. "It's she that has ts ceme talk tz us, ntt we whg have ts talk
ts her." Once again they argued the paternalistic ideslsgy 2f waiting fir change
tz be given them. And since bef:ire the arrival sf Nelssn the schzsl had been
genuinely repressive, they were fearful sf reprisal. It was snly this year

that Nelszn was spening spaces, and they didn't yet believe in the psssibility
sf dialzque.
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But all the previzus talk abszut actisn and "taking ferward" had its effects.
Suddenly the kids seized upsn the idea, "why dsn't we ds anything?" The suggestizns
came flying - present a petitien prutestlng the attitude #f the teacher, refuse
ts take the test, stage a strike in the schisl. Here was a cincrete experience
2f "sppressign" in which they felt the pL551b111ty gf actizn, and the first
impulse was tsward radicality. But the experience was new and the csnfusizn
was high. "What shguld we ds?" they turned te us, as I aleng with Elvira and
Frei Alamir:s were pushing the idea that they shsuld d: ssmething. "“It's ygu
whz have te answer that," I tsld them. "Just make it samething intelligent,
with arguments in hand.”

The kids left the class in an animated cluster, and eventually ended up feérming
a cemmissign tg speak with Nelstn and register their csmplaints. Nelszn was
sverjsyed, althzugh he didn't say this ts the kids, and in fact tesk a fairly
critical line with them — "Yzu've waited until the eve sf the test tz tell me
this?" Despite their pratests he insisted that they take the tests, "tz give
me mere facts in hand", while he pramised tz discuss methsdzlegy with the chemistry
teacher. Later he tsld me, "This was what I was haping wguld casme gut &f this
priject, that the kids wsuld start tsz struggle far what they want. These kids
are accustimed ts be given everything. If we give them freedsm as easily as
they have been given material gppsrtunities, it will be a sift, unrespznsible
freedsm. They have t3 win their freedsm with sweat, with struggle and cemmitment.
In my gpinign that's what a schesl has ts teach.”

Earlier gne &f the girls had echsed Nelsgn's evaluatizn, sffering an explanatisn
8f why many rich gr middle class kids feel the need t: invelve themselves in
pelitics. "Our parents are accsmsdated, they present everything tg us as a
sea of reses. This imprisgns us. Many times we dsn't see the wsrld, den't
see what exists. I think this film helped many &f us see what really is, since
we talk, but dzn't knsw what we are saying. What we need is ts create an ideal,
tz begin tz fight in favar #f ssmething. Because we din't have an ideal. The
fault is mgre with us than with sur parents, since we surselves have tg act."

At the end zf the encetunter, Elvira invited the kids tz visit the site
zf the "Grups de Unids e Censciéncia Negra", where she warks. There was a string
interest gn the part sf many students, especially in the class that had experienced
the cenfrentatitn sver internal racism. Twg 8f the white girls whs had been
the mzst defensive get tggether with Alexandra and Rssana ts srganize the trip
tz Elvira's grsup. They invited me tz gt alsng as well., As 2f yet the trip
has nst materialized, due tg tests at the schesl and sthér distracting events.
But the letters ts the Sguth African black leaders were written. Althsugh I
didn't have the chance ts: read them, Nelsgn was enthusiastic abzut the strength
and liveliness that emerged in the letters. The kids are translating them ints
English as the final step (alss an attempt t&@ integrate varisus schszgl subjects
intg the preject). Whether there will be a further centinuity ts the priject
I dan't knsw. There was talk af srganizing a jsint assembly #f all the classes
tz discuss these issues further, sr s8f requesting mere films gr bzzks 2n the
subject. Nels:in's pgsitign is that the initiative nsw has ts ceme fram the
kids. The first step had been taken, and many nerves had been tsuched. But
the difficulty in Brazil is t: mgve gn the secsnd step, and the third. The
traditisn af inactizn still weighs heavily here, with the "n3s adianta" in csnstant
struggle with the "vamss fazer"*.

* "let's dg it."
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As I am typing the final draft gf this newsletter, the days 3f May are
caming tz a clise. The Wemen's Cammissign and the black cgmmunity have staged
their pratests, and are niw trying nit tg lise the space that was cinguered
in their respective "Days". The Cgnstitutignal Assembly is nearing its final
vites, with the decisizn in Sarney's mandate scheduled fgr this week g3r the
week after (prsbably the latter, given the turtle's pace 3f this cgnstitutignal
pricess.) Sgin we will have an end tg the suspense as t: whether there will
3r will nzt be electigns in Ngvember $f this year. Sggn alsg we will kngw if
Silvig Santgs, millignaire businessman and pgpular televisign hgst, will run
fir mayzr $f S3g Pauli. Jénis Quadris, the current mayir, has raised bus fares
gnce again (they have risen 400% since my arrival), but this time I ngted a
fall in the expressisns $f pgpular indignatign - resignatign.is hardening.

And the IMF is in Brasilia, megttiating an accgrd with Sarney's faurth finance
minister, Mailsgn de Ngriega, whs has tg find yet angther way 2f cintrglling
ggvernment spending.

Thise at least are the headlines as S&z Paul? mives intg the rains and
winds 3f winter. In the "periferia" the favela kids I wirk with are getting
ready fir kite seasin. It is temgting tz jein them, t3 scribble the wgrds
"nd7 adianta" gn a kite and watch it sail away intg the wind. Only ygu still
have the string tg pull it back. Even kite-flying is ngt an escape. There
is ng escape, as the kids gf the Cilegii Santi Antznig de Pari argued ti me
during a recess discussitn. There is ftnly a cintinuing pricess gf cgnfrintatizn.

Um abrags,

Received in Hanover 5/27/88 l:: ;%71




