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At the end of J anua ry  1964, t h e r e  occu r r ed  in Aswan, a r e m a r k -  
able  gather ing of public officials ,  s cho l a r s ,  and r e s e a r c h e r s .  Over a 
per iod of t h r e e  days  th is  group of m o r e  than 6 0  pe r sons  ( some  of t hem 
dist inguished) s a t  on ha rd  c h a i r s  and l i s tened at tentively to  the  p r e sen -  
tat ion of some  2 0  academic  papers  on con temporary  Egyptian Nubia, 
the  f i r s t  f r u i t s  of a f i r s t - c l a s s  r e s e a r c h  p ro jec t  launched in 196 1 by the 
Socia l  R e s e a r c h  Center  of the  Amer ican  Univers i ty  in Cairo-with the 
he lp  of the a lmos t  ubiquitous F o r d  Foundation. 

The project ,  which i s  cal led the Nubian Ethnographic Survey,  i s  
under  the over  - a l l  supervis ion of D r .  La i la  Shukry E l -Hamamsy ,  D i r ec -  
t o r  of the Social  R e s e a r c h  Cen t e r ,  and i s  the b r a in  child of Dr .  Rober t  
A. F e r n e a ,  an  anthropologist  whohas  been d i r e c t o r  of the project  s ince  
i t s  beginnings and who organized and cha i red  the Aswan symposium.  
As anyone concerned about the p rese rva t ion  of Abu Simbel and other  
antiquit ies knows, a l l  of Egyptian Nubia, a s  wel l  a s  a l a rge  pa r t  of Su- 
danese  Nubia, i s  soon t o  be covered  by the lake  c r ea t ed  by the United 
Arab  Republ ic ' s  new High Dam. D r .  E l -Hamamsy  and D r .  F e r n e a  w e r e  
able  to  make  a pointed and effective compa r i son  between the funds avai l -  
able  fo r  a c r a s h  p r o g r a m  in archaeology and the  lack of funds fo r  con- 
t e m p o r a r y  informat ion on the people themse lves .  The ba s i c  a i m s  of the  
p ro jec t  have been t o  w r i t e  the ethnographic and soc ia l  r e c o r d  of Egyp- 
t ian  Nubia and t o  gather  informat ion that  might  a s s i s t  in the  r e s e t t l e -  
men t  of some  50,000 persons .  In i t s  f inal  f o r m ,  the p ro jec t  nece s sa r i l y  
included s tudies  of the u rban  extensions of Egyptian Nubia and the f a s -  
cinating in t r i cac ies  of labor  migrat ion.  

The pape r s  p resen ted  a t  the sympos ium se t  fo r th  f i r s t  and tenta-  
t ive r e su l t s  only. Most  of t hem presen ted  p r e l im ina ry  findings f r o m  
soc ia l  and ethnographic da t a  that  i s  s t i l l  undergoing ana lys i s ;  a few w e r e  
r e p o r t s  f r o m  pe r sons  in the arduous  mids t  of f ie ld  r e s e a r c h ;  four dea l t  
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with h i s t o r i c a l  a spec t s  of Nubia. Each  paper  was  d i s cus sed  and c r i t i -  
c ized fo r  theory  and content by those  attending the  sympos ium,  and each  
paper  and re la ted  d i s cus s  ion added i t s  bi t  t o  an  unders tanding of the 
to ta l  Nubian complexity. 

Most  of what follows ha s  been abs t r ac t ed  f r o m  the  pape r s  and 
the  d i scuss ions  concerning them.  A l i s t  of pape r s  i s  annexed t o  th i s  

1 Report .  Other  informat ion has  come f r o m  conversat ions  with those  
a t  the sympos ium and f r o m  s e v e r a l  v i s i t s  t o  the  r e s e t t l emen t  a r e a  s u r  - 
rounding Kom Ombo. 

Egyptian Nubia s t r e t che s  along the  Nile f o r  a d i s tance  of 3 10 
k i l ome te r s  f r o m  the Aswan Dam south t o  the Sudanese f ron t i e r .  Seen 
f r o m  the a i r ,  i t  i s  a  thin g r een  r ibbon la id  out a c r o s s  a d e s e r t  and eaten 
away in p laces  by rocky hi l l  o r  sand dune; i t  i s  difficult t o  d is t inguish  
f r o m  Sudanese Nubia, i t s  na tu r a l  and cu l tu ra l  extension a c r o s s  the b o r -  
d e r .  Because  t h e r e  i s  a lmos t  no  ra infa l l ,  the Nile i s  everything.  Noth- 
ing grows without the help of the river-and the non-green  places  a r e  
those  to  which Nile wa t e r  cannot r e a c h  o r  over  which Nile wa t e r  has  no 
m a s t e r y .  On the e a s t  bank, the d e s e r t  h i l l s  r e a c h  out toward the r i v e r  
and some t imes  come f lush agains t  the r i v e r ' s  edge. On the  w e s t  bank,  
the  encroachment  i s  of a d i f ferent  kind,  a slow c reep ing  of dunes that  
can occas ional ly  de s t roy  a house  o r  a crop.  

In Pharaon ic  t i m e s ,  Nubia was  spa r s e ly  populated because  the 
only ways  of getting wa t e r  onto the land w e r e  by s ea sona l  inundation 

- 

when the Nile was  in flood and by shadouf, an  awkward and inefficient 
hand-operated l eve r ;  nei ther  of these  s y s t e m s  w a s  enough t o  exploit 
the a r a b l e  land m o r e  than spottily. The  introduction in l a te  Roman 
t i m e s  of the ox-drawn wa t e r  wheel ,  o r  saq ia ,  pe rmi t t ed  the sp r ead  of 
agr icu l tu re  ( i n  which the principal  c rops  w e r e  wheat ,  so rghum,  and 
da te  pa lms ) ,  and t h e r e  emerged  the pa t t e rn  of se t t l ement  that  was  t o  
r e m a i n  unti l  the  building of the f i r  s t  d a m  a t  Aswan in  1903. 

The h i s t o ry  of language in Nubia i s  l i t t le  known, and t h e r e  a r e  
few archaeologis t - l inguis t  s cho l a r s  qualified t o  throw light on the m a t -  
t e r .  Even the p r e sen t  d is t r ibut ion of languages,  l e t  alone the identifi- 
cat ion of inscr ip t ions  and of languages assoc ia ted  with extinct  cu l tu res ,  

The Social  R e s e a r c h  Center  of the Amer ican  Univers i ty  in C a i r o  
plans to  publish the papers  in due course .  



i s  difficult t o  explain. Two d ia lec t s  of one Nubian language a r e  unac-  
countably s epa ra t ed  by an  in t rus ive  cousin language spoken in an  a r e a  
many  r i v e r  m i l e s  long-and a l so  by a l e s s  puzzling and s m a l l e r  in t ru -  
sion of Arab i c - speake r s .  F o r  the f i r s t  145 k i l ome te r s  south f r o m  As-  
wan,  the dia lect  spoken i s  KenlSlzi and the people c a l l  themse lves  KenCiz. 
Then comes  a 38-ki lometer  r e ach  of Arab i c - speake r s  who, though some  
a r e  now set t led  a t  the r i v e r ' s  edge,  a r e  c l e a r l y  of a Bedouin t radi t ion 
and have cu l tu ra l  affiliations with Arabic-speaking t r i b e s  in the  Sudan. 
The next  r e ach ,  a  long one s t re tching 125 k i l ome te r s  to  the b o r d e r  and 
some  300 k i l ome te r s  beyond, i s  occupied by Nubians who speak Mahasi ,  
a  language of s e v e r a l  mutually intel l igible d ia lec t s  which i s  some t imes  
cal led  ~ a d y j a .  The  l a s t  Nubian r e a c h  of about 350 k i l ome te r s  i s  inhab- 
i ted by pe r sons  who speak DongolBwi and ca l l  themse lves  Danagla. The 
l i t e r a tu r e  shows some  confusion concerning which Nubian tongues should 
be cal led  d ia lec t s  and which should be cal led  languages;  the be s t  way t o  
avoid the  confusion i s  to  say that ,  desp i te  the  obvious kinship of a l l  Nu- 
bian speech,  Mahas i - speake r s  cannot communicate  with e i the r  KenCiz 
o r  Danagla except  by way of Arabic .  The KenlSlz, however ,  can commu-  
nicate  d i r ec t l y  with a t  l e a s t  some  of the Danagla,  and probably with a l l  
of them.  

Exactly when Nubian-speakers  c ame  t o  inhabit p resen t -day  Nu- 
bia  i s  not c l e a r ,  but i t  i s  known that  a  Nubian language was  being spoken 
in the eighth cen tury  of our e r a  because  inscr ip t ions  in Old Nubian have 
been found. As a wr i t t en  language,  Old Nubian did not su rv ive  the fa l l  
of the  Chr i s t i an  Kingdom of Dongola in  the  14th century  and gave way 
t o  Arab ic  a s  Nubia gradual ly  became Is lamized.  But though they los t  
t he i r  alphabet ,  the Nubians have clung to  t he i r  Nubian speech  in a r e -  
ma rkab l e  way,  a s  the s im i l a r i t y  of eighth- century  insc r ip t ions  and mod-  
e r n  Mahasi  a t t e s t s .  

If only because  of the r i v e r ,  t h e r e  ha s  a lways  been a c l o se  r e l a -  
t ion between Nubia and Egypt. T h e r e  a r e  r e f e r ences  toNubians  in Lower 
Egypt in Pharaon ic  t i m e s ,  in the ninth and tenth cen tu r i e s  of our e r a ,  

2 and in the  second half of the 16th century.  F r o m  the 17th century  on, 
the  l i t e r a tu r e  indicates  that  Nubians c a m e  t o  Egypt a s  l abor  m ig ran t s  

2 These  and other  s i m i l a r  r e f e r ences  a r e  indirect ly  f r o m  Rolf H e r -  
zog '  s  Die Nubier ;  Unter  suchungen und Beobachtungen Zu r  Gruppenglie-  
de rung ,  Gese l l shaf t s fo rm und Wir tschaf tsweise  (Ber l in :  Akademie- 
Ver lag ,  1957). Dr .  Herzog,  who presen ted  a paper  a t  the sympos ium,  
pioneered Nubian r e  s e a r c h  by making the f i r  s t  sys temat ic  investigation 
of the  a r e a ' s  cu l tu re  and ethnic or ig ins .  



-as  they do  now. It may  be that  they did not then come downriver  in 
the s a m e  number s  o r  propor t ion a s  today, but cer ta in ly  the s y s t e m  of 
supplementing the  meage r  economy of Nubia by sending m e n  to  work  
in Egypt i s  not a new one. 

The e s s e n c e  of l abor  migra t ion  i s  that  i t  i s  c i r c u l a r .  Labor  
m ig ran t s  l eave  fo r  a r e a s  of g r e a t e r  economic opportunity, but then,  
a f t e r  months  o r  y e a r s ,  they r e t u r n  home. While they a r e  away, they 
keep  in touch with the i r  homeland in va r ious  ways .  T h e r e  a r e  always 
some ,  however ,  who lose  touch and who, desp i te  t he i r  intentions to  the 
con t r a ry ,  never  make  i t  back,  and t he se  m u s t  be  c lass i f ied  a s  emig ran t s  
r a t h e r  than a s  m ig ran t s .  Today Egyptian c i t i e s  have l a rge  colonies of 
Nubian l abor  m ig ran t s  and l a rge  groups  of Nubian emig ran t s ;  the f o r -  
m e r  const i tu te  colonies in the s e n s e  that  they a r e  organized,  but l i t t le  
i s  known about the l a t t e r .  

Both l abor  migra t ion  and emigra t ion  p resumably  i nc r ea sed  in 
1903 a s  a r e s u l t  of the building of the Aswan Dam and ce r ta in ly  in-  
c r e a s e d  fu r t he r  in both 19 13 and 1933 when the d a m  w a s  heightened. 
In 1903 the damage  to  the c r o p  a r e a  was  re la t ively  l i t t le ;  the  lowest  
KenGz lands  w e r e  inundated fo r  m o s t  of the y e a r ,  but saq ia  land r e -  
mained  l a rge ly  untouched. In 19 13, however ,  the w a t e r ,  r i s i ng  h igher ,  
covered  saq ia  lands  to  the middle  of the Arabic-speaking r e a c h  a s  wel l  
a s  lower  lands  f a r t he r  ups t r eam.  Only mino r  quanti t ies of subs i s tence  
c rops  could be  harves ted  dur ing the few months of low wa te r  in the 
KenGz a r e a .  When the d a m  was  heightened again in 1933, only the two 
sou thernmos t  omdiyahs ( t h e r e  a r e  39 such admin is t ra t ive  divisions in 
Egyptian Nubia) w e r e  able to  r e t a i n  a s izable  amount of saq ia  cult iva- 
tion. Two other  southern  omdiyahs ,  f o r  which the government  buil t  r e -  
taining wal l s  and instal led pump s c h e m e s ,  ended up with a s  much  a g r i -  
cu l tu ra l  land a s  before-but, being new land,  i t  had t o  be  handled dif-  
ferent ly .  Now in 1964 the exper ience  is  even m o r e  t r auma t i c  because  
a l l  inhabitants  of Egyptian Nubia a r e  t o  be moved out to  c a m p s  nor th  
of the new High Dam,  and in Sudanese Nubia mos t  Mahas i -  s p e a k e r s  a r e  
l ikewise being moved to  r e s e t t l emen t  a r e a s  on the Atbara  R ive r  nea r  
Kassa la .  Hence any Nubian of seventy y e a r s  o r  s o  can s ca r ce ly  be 
blamed for believing that  the world  i s  agains t  h im;  nothing d r a s t i c  has  
happened t o  h i m  that  h a s  not been in the  d i rec t ion  of l e s s  land,  sudden 
pover ty ,  and homele  s sne s  s .  

The economy of p resen t -day  Nubia i s  l ike a bad d r e a m .  The 
ba s i c  fac t  i s  that  Nubian land ha s  not been able to  suppor t  the Nubian 
population-and this  was  probably s o  before  1903, though t o  a l e s s e r  
deg ree .  Both Egypt and the Sudan have s e rved  a s  population e scape  



va lves ,  but the m o r e  success fu l  economy of Egypt ha s  been the chief 
sou rce  of addit ional  income-and given t he i r  p r e sen t  technology, the 
Nubians res iding in Nubia m u s t  have income f r o m  outside in o rde r  t o  
survive .  This  fac t  can be demons t ra ted  t o  those  who a r e  acquainted 
with the Middle E a s t  by comparing Nubia with the n e a r -  subsis tence  
si tuations of Lower  and Upper Egypt: in Lower  Egypt the land r e s o u r c e  
pe r  capi ta  i s  about 0.64 a c r e s  and in Upper Egypt about 0.47 a c r e s ,  
whe rea s  in Egyptian Nubia the m o s t  opt imis t ic  f igure  i s  only about 0.28 
a c r e s  (and when co r r ec t ed  to  account for  labor  m ig ran t s  i s  even l e s s ) .  
Because  t he r e  i s  s o  l i t t le  land,  Nubians m u s t  r e a c t  sharp ly  t o  ecological  
c i r cums t ance .  It can ,  in fac t ,  be  shown for  each  omdiyah of Egyptian 
Nubia that  t he r e  ex i s t s  an  i nve r se  re la t ion between the amount of land 
r e s o u r c e  pe r  capi ta  and the number  of l abor  m ig ran t s  working abroad.  
P red ic tab ly ,  the  Keniiz in the  nor th  with l e s s  land send out a h igher  
propor t ion of m ig ran t  l a b o r e r s  than do the  Mahas i - speakers  in the 
south. 

The labor  migra t ion  r a t e s  of Nubia a r e  h igher  than any repor ted  
in the l i t e r a tu r e .  They range  general ly  f r o m  5070 t o  10070, which means  
that  in Egyptian Nubia t h e r e  a r e  few vi l lages  that  have m o r e  than 5070 
of t he i r  adult  m a l e s  p r e sen t  a t  any one t i m e  and t h e r e  a r e  some  vil lages 
whose adult m a l e s  a r e  a l l  absent  a t  some  t imes .  Imagine a New England 
town under  s i m i l a r  c i r cums t ances .  The m e a n  r a t e  of labor  migra t ion  
fo r  a l l  of Egyptian Nubia i s  a  s tagger ing 8570. Clea r ly ,  any society that  
f o r c e s  ( o r  p e r m i t s )  a l l  but an  average  of 15% of i t s  m a l e s  t o  leave home 
i s  v e r y  special-and indeed th is  specia l ized economic a r r angemen t  i s  
the  sa l ient  soc ia l  and economic fac t  of Nubian life. 

In r e cen t  y e a r s ,  however ,  a  cons iderab le  amount of labor  m i g r a -  
tion ha s  probably turned into emigra t ion ,  though t h e r e  a r e  few s ta t i s t i c s  
t o  prove th is  assumpt ion.  Obse rve r s  have noted an increas ing tendency 
fo r  wives  t o  join the i r  husbands in the big c i t i e s  of Egypt. One sampl ing 
of C a i r o  Nubians (who have s o  f a r  mainta ined connections with the i r  
homes  and cannot yet  be  sa id  to  have emig ra t ed )  indicates that  a lmos t  
two- th i rds  a r e  living i n  households in which both husband and wife a r e  
p resen t .  In e a r l i e r  t i m e s ,  when the pr incipal  occupation of labor  m i -  
g ran t s  was  domes t ic  s e r v i c e ,  i t  w a s  not too difficult to  get home f r o m  
t ime  t o  t ime-other jobs (if n e c e s s a r y )  w e r e  available when the home 
v i s i t  was  over .  But now jobs ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  the kind of nondomestic jobs 
that  Nubians inc reas ing ly  seek,  a r e  h a r d e r  t o  come by and h a r d e r  to  
keep  on the pa t t e rn  of the old sys tem.  One Keniiz t r i be  of some  1,500 
pe r sons  now reckons  i t  h a s  one-half of i t s  m e m b e r s h i p  in Alexandria,  
one-fourth in Ca i ro ,  and only one-fifth a t  home-the l a t t e r  being most ly  
old men ,  widows, d ivorcges ,  and chi ldren.  Of those  a t  home,  only 10% 



a r e  adult  m a l e s ,  and t he r e  a r e  no m a l e s  between the ages  of twelve 
and th i r ty-nine .  

The groups  mentioned in the preceding paragraph  a r e  probably 
not ye t  emig ran t s ,  though h e r e  we should leave ample  m a r g i n  fo r  con- 
f l ict ing defini t ions.  Still ,  desp i te  the  absence  of s t a t i s t i c s ,  it i s  c e r t a i n  
that  t h e r e  a r e  Nubian emig ran t s  in considerable  number s .  When does  
a l abor  m ig ran t  become an  emigrant-and how often? How many  e m i -  
g r an t s  r e t a i n  t he i r  t r i ba l  affiliations-and t o  what d e g r e e ?  How many 
Nubian ch i ld ren  brought up in the ci ty a r e  able  to  speak a Nubiandia lect?  
How many  m a r r y  Egyptians r a t h e r  than the i r  own kind? These  a r e  i m -  
por tant  quest ions ,  but m o s t  can be answered  only on the b a s i s  of infor-  
mat ion  that  h a s  proved impossible  t o  obtain. T h e r e  i s  doubt less  a l a rge  
twilight zonebetween mig ran t  and emig ran t  s ta tus :  if the t r i b e  mentioned 
above i s  a t  a l l  typical  of the  KenEz, one suspec t s  that  a l a r g e - s c a l e  e m i -  
gra t ion i s  under  way and that  muchof  i t  i s  d isguised in tradit ion-bound 
Ken i z  minds  a s  labor  migrat ion only. 

Though the  s ta t i s t i c s  r evea l  an  i nve r se  re la t ion between land 
r e s o u r c e  and labor  migra t ion  (and would p resumably  do the s a m e  fo r  
land r e s o u r c e  and emigra t ion ,  if measu rab l e ) ,  t he r e  i s  some  land that  
r e m a i n s  uncult ivated in the Kenfiz a r e a .  In some  ins tances  the owner - 
sh ip  of a r a b l e  land i s  in  d ispute ,  but in o the r s  i t  i s  a s  if the  ecological  
mach ine  regula t ing the re la t ion between land and people had got out of 
control-with the depopulation l eve r  j ammed in the fo rwa rd  position. 
Despi te  the  Nubian myth  that  the old days  w e r e  the  be s t  and that  i f  only 
t h e r e  w e r e  ag r i cu l t u r a l  land the m e n  would r e t u r n  home,  the s y s t e m  of 
living tha t  d ic ta tes  the depa r tu r e  of a boy of twelve t o  e a r n  a livelihood 
in the ci ty,  send back r emi t t ance s ,  and become an u rban  sophis t ica te ,  
i s  a s y s t e m  of apparent ly  some appeal  which may  occas ional ly  opera te  
without an  economic sanction. P e r h a p s  one might  find a n  economic 
sanct ion in the  f o r m  of g r e a t e r  dependability of outside income a s  con- 
t r a s t e d  t o  the  cos t s  of maintaining i r r iga t ion  s y s t e m s  and the uncer ta in  
f a rming  conditions of Kentiz inundation, but t he r e  i s  no  denying the  fact  
that  some  f ami l i e s  send the i r  boys to  the big ci ty because  ( r e g a r d l e s s  
of economics)  they consider  i t  the  p roper  t ra in ing fo r  a p rope r  life. 

The in terplay between Nubian economics  and what i s  deemed  
p rope r  can a l s o  be s een  in the economic act iv i t ies  of Sa ' id i s  (Upper 
Egyptians)  in Nubia, chiefly because  t he se  act iv i t ies  r evea l  something 
about what Nubians would r a t h e r  not do fo r  themse lves .  By ecological  
coincidence,  Sa t  id is  of Qena and Aswan Prov inces  a r e  ab le  t o  leave 
the i r  own inundated lands  fo r  the four s u m m e r  months of the  Nubian 
growing s ea son  in  o r d e r  t o  p e r f o r m  seasona l  l abor  fo r  Nubian land- 
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owners .  Th is  a r r angemen t  i s  c l e a r l y  in the economic i n t e r e s t s  of Nu- 
bian labor  m i g r a n t s  in the c i t i e s  because  i t  p e r m i t s  t hem to  keep  the i r  
well-paying jobs by providing the n e c e s s a r y  subst i tu te  m a n  power a t  
home.  Not a l l  Sa ' id i s  in Nubia a r e  s ea sona l  w o r k e r s ,  however ,  for  a 
number  work  t h e r e  the yea r  around.  Some a r e  f i she rmen  (few Nubians 
a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  in f ishing) and some  a r e  c a r p e n t e r s ,  but the m o s t  p r o -  
ductive a r e  those  who work a s  tenant  f a r m e r s  for  Nubians owning land 
in government  development s chemes .  These  s c h e m e s  introduced pump- 
ing techniques  t o  open up new agr icu l tu ra l  land a f te r  the 1933 heighten- 
ing of the  Aswan Dam,  and i t  was  not long before  a ma jo r i t y  of Nubian 
owners  had ag reed  t o  a t h r ee - t o -one  tenant-owner re la t ionship .  (Though 
a t enan t ' s  s h a r e  of 75% may  s e e m  high, in th is  c a s e  he  d e s e r v e s  
i t  because  he  t akes  en t i re  responsibi l i ty  and provides  a l l  equipment.)  
According t o  the Nubian myth,  the Nubian who rece ived  development 
land should have been g ra te fu l  f o r  the opportunity t o  s t ay  home.  One 
wonders  why he did not. Was i t  because  th is  type of in tensive  i r r i g a -  
t ion agr icu l tu re  was  new to  h i m ?  No, because  h i s  knowledge of saq ia  
i r r iga t ion  would allow h i m  to  l e a rn  quickly-the p r inc ip les  a r e  the 
s a m e .  Did he p r e f e r  labor  migra t ion  and urban  living t o  f a rming?  
Probab ly ,  in some  m e a s u r e ,  but he could a l s o  a rgue  that  i t  w a s  to h is  
economic advantage t o  combine an  u r b a n  wage with a qua r t e r  of the 
h a r v e s t  f r o m  h i s  land. 

The pr incipal  sou rce  of income in  any p a r t  of Nubia i s  the  r e -  
mi t tance .  T h e r e  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c s  about th i s ,  but I  would haza rd  a guess  
that  r emi t t ance s  consti tute a t  l e a s t  75% of the to ta l  income of the region,  
and i n  the  nea r - l and l e s s  nor th ,  excepting the a r e a s  a s s i s t e d  by pump 
s c h e m e s ,  the  propor t ion i s  doubt less  considerably  higher .  The  balance 
c o m e s  f r o m  an imal  husbandry.  Each  household,  which i s  the ba s i c  e co  
nomic unit ,  h a s  a c e r t a i n  number  of sheep,  goats,  cows,  and chickens  
around the  family  compound, and the sho r t  growing s ea son  i s  used 
l a rge ly  fo r  fodder.  In the m o r e  cult ivable Mahasi -speaking a r e a s  t o the  
the  south,  t h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t e r  dependence on subs i s tence  c rops  and date  
pa lms .  But throughout Nubia t h e r e  i s  a  keen awarenes s  of the a r r i v a l  
t i m e  of the post  boat-and espec ia l ly  of the f i r s t  a r r i v a l  a f t e r  the end 
of the month. The  post boat ,  which s tops  a t  each omdiyah,  i s  the r e m i t -  
t ance - ca r ry ing  link with the outside world .  

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  nor th -  south var ia t ion  in the soc ia l  and political 
organizat ion of Nubian l ife,  but the cause  of the va r ia t ion  i s  probably 
m o r e  cu l tu ra l  than economic.  I  have a l r eady  sa id  that  Egyptian Nubia 
i s  admin i s t ra t ive ly  divided into 39 omdiyahs ,  o r  nahias .  Each  omdiyah 
h a s  a government-appointed omda,  o r  headman,  through whom the indi-  
vidual  Nubian conducts h i s  bus iness  with the Egyptian government  and 



through whom the government  dea l s  in i t s  r e la t ions  with Nubians. Yet 
no omdiyah s e e m s  t o  be  a cohesive soc ia l  unit;  no  omdiyah coincides 
with any local  soc ia l  organizat ion that  the  Nubian himself  f e e l s  t o  be  
impor tan t  (though the Mahasi  a ssoc ia t ions  in the  c i t i e s  a r e  organized 
on an omdiyah-wide pr inciple) .  Sti l l ,  even though it i s  not social ly o r -  
ganized a s  such and though i t s  boundar ies  have been a r b i t r a r i l y  d e t e r -  
mined by a n  outside government ,  the  Nubian omdiyah appea r s  t o  have 
some  soc ia l  s ignificance.  Among the Keniiz, f o r  example ,  the omdiyah 
boundar ies  r e p r e s e n t  the  l im i t s  of obligation toward kinfolk; even though 
a m a n  i s  of the  s a m e  t r i b e ,  he  i s  t r e a t ed  l ike a s t r a n g e r  i f  he i s  f r o m  
another  omdiyah. Among the Mahas i - speakers  t o  the south, the omdiyah 
h a s  a lmos t  the s a m e  kind of significance;  i t  s e e m s  t o  be  the a r e n a  in 
which the soc ia l  ac t iv i t ies  impor tan t  t o  Nubians take  place-what oc -  
c u r s  outside that  a r e n a  in the next omdiyah i s  of a lmos t  no concern.  
When a Nubian i s  away f r o m  home,  he  wi l l  identify h imself  f i r s t  a s  a 
Nubian and then a s  coming f r o m  a par t i cu la r  omdiyah,  the name  of 
which i s  by h i s  way of thinking an  impor tan t  clue t o  his  soc ia l  identity. 

Two o ther  c lues  t o  soc ia l  identity a r e  the  t r i b e  and the vil lage.  
One i s  a n  identi ty based  on kinship  and the other  i s  an  identi ty based 
on the  s m a l l  communi ty  in  which the Nubian r e s ide s .  Which of these  
ident i t ies  does  the Nubian consider  m o s t  impor t an t ?  In the  unlikely 
event  of a conflict of loyal t ies ,  to  which identi ty would he  c l ing? T h e r e  
a r e  no ce r t a i n  an swer s  t o  these  quest ions ,  but the evidence again  sug- 
ge s t s  va r ia t ion  f r o m  nor th  t o  south. The t r i b a l  o r  l ineage organizat ion 
of both Kenuz- and Mahas i - speake r s  i s  based  on supposed descen t  in 
the  m a l e  l ine f r o m  a single ance s to r ,  and in each  a r e a  the l ineages  d i -  
vide into s m a l l e r  l ineages ,  which in t u rn  m a y  divide into s t i l l  s m a l l e r  
l ineages.  The s m a l l e r  the t r i b a l  subdivision,  the m o r e  likely i t  i s  that  
the common ances to r  can  actually and accura te ly  be t raced .  But l ine-  
ages  a t  whatever  level  appear  t o  be  m o r e  impor tan t  in the nor th ;  among 
the  Keniiz the t r i be  ( the  qabila)  and i t s  subdivision (.the - bei t ,  which i s  
the  word  fo r  house)  a r e  not only impor tan t  poli t ical  uni ts  providing col-  
lec t ive  secur i ty  fo r  m e m b e r s ,  but they a l s o  a r e  able  t o  a c t  corpora te ly  
with r e s p e c t  t o  re l ig ious  observances ,  ownership  of p roper ty ,  and even 
the regulat ion of m a r r i a g e .  Among the Mahas i - speake r s  t o  the  south, 
however ,  the  l ineage unit ha s  no co rpo ra t e  functions and i s  l i t t le  m o r e  
than a secur i ty  organizat ion whose suppor t  i s  r a r e l y  invoked. 

In the  south, the vil lage i s  a m o r e  impor tan t  socia l  identity than 
the t r i be .  Many co rpo ra t e  functions which among the KenGz a r e  handled 
by the  t r i be  a r e  vi l lage functions in the south. In a ~ a h a s i  omdiyah 
n e a r  the Sudanese b o r d e r ,  one of the mosques  i s  attended by v i l l agers  
f r o m  th r ee  neighboring v i l l ages ,  and the c r i t e r i on  of part icipation in 



mosque  act iv i t ies  i s  c l e a r l y  t e r r i t o r i a l -whe rea s  among the Keniiz it 
i s  jus t  a s  c l e a r l y  seen  t o  be  t r iba l .  In the  south,  the c l imate  of opin- 
ion i s  f o rmed  on an in ter l ineage b a s i s  by the  influential m a l e s  of each 
vi l lage  communi ty;  in the nor th ,  consensus  i s  a  t r i ba l  m a t t e r  and may  
be  sought among t r i ba l  m e m b e r s  in any vil lage of the omdiyah. In the 
south,  the va r i ous  s a i n t ' s  cul ts  a r e  t e r r i t o r i a l l y  organized;  in the  nor th ,  
e ach  t r i b e  o r  t r i b a l  subdivision h a s  i t s  sa in t s ,  and the  celebrat ion of a 
s a i n t ' s  spec ia l  day i s  an  exp re s s ion  of sol idar i ty  among kinsfolk. 

These  nor th -  south var ia t ions  a r e  ref lec ted in the Nubian colo- 
n i e s  of the big c i t i e s .  In f o r m e r  t i m e s  it w a s  usually the c a s e  that  the 
c e n t r a l  mee t ing  place ,  employment  agency,  and communicat ions  cen te r  
f o r  a Nubian group w a s  a coffeehouse. H e r e  l e t t e r s  w e r e  rece ived  and 
de l ive red ,  and h e r e  the group d i s cus sed  m a t t e r s  of common concern  
and encouraged and reminded  i t s  m e m b e r s  t o  send home the i r  r e m i t -  
t ances .  H e r e  a l s o  bereaved  pe r sons  rece ived  the condolences and f i -  
nancia l  contributions of r e l a t i ve s  and f r i ends ,  and in a t  l e a s t  one in-  
s t ance  a m a j o r  r e a s o n  fo r  the es tab l i shment  of an associa t ion and the  
furnishing of a rented headqua r t e r s  w a s  t o  provide a n  appropr ia te  back-  
d r o p  t o  the solemni ty  of such occas ions .  In r e cen t  y e a r s  m o s t  Nubian 
groups  have es tabl ished assoc ia t ions ,  but whether coffeehouse o r  a s s o -  
ciat ion headqua r t e r s ,  the meet ing place r e p r e s e n t s  the  sa t is fact ions  and 
respons ib i l i t i e s  of maintaining l inks with home-and predic tably  the o r -  
ganization of the meet ing place i s  in  some  ways  a ref lec t ion of Nubia. 
One Kenuz assoc ia t ion ,  fo r  example ,  though i t s  name  might  indicate that  
it i s  for  a l l  those  f r o m  a par t i cu la r  omdiyah,  p roves  on c lose  examina-  
t ion t o  be  t r iba l ly  organized and controlled.  An assoc ia t ion  of ~ a h a s i -  
s p e a k e r s ,  on the other  hand, s e e m s  to  have a genuinely t e r r i t o r i a l  c r i -  
t e r ion  fo r  member sh ip ,  within which the unre la ted  l ineages  may  take  
spec ia l  c a r e  of t he i r  own kin but have neighborly obligations a s  well .  

T o  avoid a confusion of t e n s e s ,  I  have been wri t ing unti l  this  
point a s  if the move f r o m  Old Nubia t o  New Nubia had not yet  taken 
place-whereas  in fact  roughly one- thi rd  of the population of Egyptian 
Nubia h a s  a l r e ady  been ins ta l led  in the new se t t l ement  n e a r  Kom Ombo. 
The  author i t ies  expect  that  the move wi l l  be  complete  by June  of th i s  
y e a r .  Though the d a m  will  not be in ful l  opera t ion until  1970, the end 
of the f i r s t  s t age ,  which means  the completion of the u p s t r e a m  coffer-  
d a m  and a r i s e  of s e v e r a l  m e t e r s  over  the previous  high-water  m a r k ,  
o c c u r s  in August of th i s  yea r  when the f loodwaters  flow through the 
new d ivers ion  canal  fo r  the f i r s t  t ime .  



Dead a n i m a l s  on a s t i l l  unwatered plain. 

Stone houses  in  long rows .  
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The r e se t t l emen t  i s  being superv i sed  by a Joint  Commit tee  f o r  
Nubian Migration under  the cha i rmansh ip  of a competent  and percept ive  
u n d e r s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  in the  Min is t ry  of Social  Affa i rs .  As i t s  name  
imp l i e s ,  the  commit tee  i s  made  up of r ep r e sen t a t i ve s  of o ther  m in i s -  
t r i e s  involved in the move and in i t s  soc ia l  and economic a f te rmath .  
In an encouraging deviat ion f r o m  exis t ing p rac t i ce ,  ove r - a l l  r e spons i -  
bi l i ty f o r  Nubian r e se t t l emen t  w a s  given t o  the governor  of Aswan P r o v -  
ince  r a t h e r  than t o  a C a i r o  min i s t r y .  Th is  disposit ion of responsibi l i ty  
a lmos t  automat ical ly  put Nubian r e se t t l emen t  into a l a r g e r  context, 
which i s  the  decen t ra l i zed  and ambi t ious  p r o g r a m  of economic develop- 
men t  of Aswan Prov ince  over  the next  few y e a r s .  

F o r  a per iod of some two y e a r s  before  the f i r s t  and nor thern-  
m o s t  omdiyah w a s  moved,  the governor  and the Joint  Commit tee  held 
monthly meet ings  with delegations of Nubians in a n  effor t  t o  an swer  
quest ions  and t o  c a l m  f e a r s .  T h e r e  w a s  no Nubian par t ic ipat ion in the 
planning p r o c e s s ;  the plan had a l r eady  been worked out in cons iderab le  
de ta i l  by the m i n i s t r i e s ,  and the mee t ings  w e r e  held in o r d e r  t o  p r e -  
p a r e  Nubians fo r  moving and t o  accommodate  some  of t he i r  d e s i r e s  if 
t h i s  w a s  poss ible  within the  gene ra l  f r a m e w o r k  of the plan. The bas ic  
function envisioned fo r  the Nubians was  that  of co-operat ion,  without 
which the job of the Joint  Commit tee  would be  immeasu rab ly  m o r e  dif-  
f icult .  

The s i t e  se lected for  r e s e t t l emen t  i s  in the shape of a c r e scen t  
and s o m e  60 k i l ome te r s  in  length. The mid-point  of the  c r e s c e n t  i s  just  
e a s t  of the town of Kom Ombo, an  impor tan t  sugar  -cane  and indus t r i a l  
c en t e r  about 50 k i l ome te r s  nor th  of Aswan on the e a s t  bank. The  indi- 
vidual  v i l lages  (and h e r e  i t  i s  impor tan t  t o  unders tand that  a  vi l lage in 
New Nubia i s  equal  t o  an omdiyah of Old Nubia) a r e  located in the s a m e  
nor th - to - sou th  o r d e r  a s  in Old Nubia, and each vil lage r e t a in s  i t s  old 
name  with the  adjective "New" placed in f ront .  Thus  ~ a b ; d ,  the nor th -  
e r n m o s t  omdiyah,  ha s  become New Dabid  and i s  now r e se t t l ed  a t  the 
n o r t h e r n  t i p  of the c r e scen t .  Though t h e r e  a r e  39 omdiyahs in Old Nu- 
b i a ,  t h e r e  a r e  only 33 vi l lages  in  the  r e s e t t l emen t  a r e a  because  in s i x  
c a s e s  the people f r o m  two s m a l l e r  omdiyahs wil l  l ive in s epa ra t e  s e c -  
t ions of a single vi l lage.  

The  new houses  of each vil lage have been symet r ica l ly  and un- 
imaginatively a r r anged  in blocks according to  house  s i z e s ,  which range  
f r o m  one - room to  fou r - room compounds.  Th i s  m e a n s  that  the di f ferent-  
s i zed  fami l i es  of two b ro the r s ,  who used to  live next t o  each  o ther  and 
had es tabl ished in t imate  pa t t e rns  of mutual  a s s i s t ance ,  may  now have 
t o  make  awkward a r r angemen t s  with nonrela t ives ;  i t  m e a n s  that  the old 



widow who had been living separa te ly  f r o m  but n e a r  h e r  s o n ' s  wife m a y  
now have t o  walk a hal f -ki lometer  t o  he lp  and be  helped.  The houses  
a r e  made  of stone and a r e  considerably  m o r e  s tu rdy  and comfor table  
than the mud-b r i ck  houses  of Old Nubia, and because  t h e r e  i s  no wood 
in the roofs ,  they a r e  not subject  to  col lapse  f r o m  the action of t e r m i t e s .  
As in Nubia, each house  ha s  a compound made  by high wal l s ;  on one 
s ide  of the compound a r e  the  doo r s  to  the r o o m s ,  and in the two other  
c o r n e r s  a r e  a pr ivy and an  enc losure  fo r  an imals .  Before  the building 
p r o g r a m  began,  the Min is t ry  of Housing built  a mode l  i n  Aswan fo r  Nu- 
bians  to  look a t ,  and h e r e  was  one point a t  which the government  was  
ab le  t o  accommodate  Nubian wishes  by a r r ang ing  fo r  one m o r e  door  to  
the outside and f o r  a s m a l l  ki tchen a r e a .  

The to ta l  const ruct ion c o s t s  wil l  finally run  t o  about 13.5 m i l -  
lion Egyptian pounds, but th is  includes a g r ea t  dea l  m o r e  than the  cos t  
of dwelling units .  Each  vil lage h a s  a mosque ,  a guest  house ,  a m a r k e t  
building, a road  in f r o m  the ma in  road ,  and s e v e r a l  k i l ome te r s  of wa t e r  

pipe. Each vil lage s h a r e s  a p r i m a r y  school,  a mode rn  bakery ,  spo r t s  
f i e lds ,  and a public heal th  unit. The en t i r e  a r e a  i s  s e rved  by four  po- 
l i c e  s ta t ions ,  four  "combined units" ( t he se  provide mult iple r u r a l  s e r v -  
i c e s ,  including med ica l  a s  s i s t ance ) ,  and t h r e e  p r epa ra to ry  schools.  
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  an  u rban  admin is t ra t ive  cen te r  (Victory  Ci ty) ,  which has  
urban- type soc ia l  s e r v i c e s ,  a c en t r a l  hospi ta l ,  and schools a t  the p r e -  
pa r a to ry ,  secondary ,  and t eacher - t ra in ing  levels .  The Grea t  P y r a m i d  a t  
Giza  needed two and a half mil l ion cubic m e t e r s  of s tone;  the r e s e t t l e -  
men t  a r e a  h a s  u sed  t h r e e  and a half mi l l ion cubic m e t e r s .  If cons t ruc-  
t ion alone could r e s e t t l e  50,000 Nubians, the  diff icult ies would be few. 

I r r iga ted  land wi l l  in due c o u r s e  be d i s t r ibu ted  t o  the  head of 
each  household, even t o  those  who in Old Nubia had no land but did have 
a house  a t  the t ime  of the  1960 census .  ( T h e r e  wi l l  be  a second s tage  
of housebuilding fo r  those  whose connections with Old Nubia a r e  c l e a r  
but whose r e s idences  w e r e  not being mainta ined in 1960.) At the mo-  
men t  the  landscape around the new vi l lages  i s  bleak,  a sandy,  dusty  
waste land backed up aga ins t  the d e s e r t  mountains ,  but wa t e r  does  a m a z -  
ing things,  and in those  occas ional  a r e a s  that  now have i r r i ga t i on  the 
land i s  g r een  and br ight .  Each head of a household r ece ive s  one feddan 
(about one a c r e )  upon a r r i v a l ,  and the plan says  that  he wil l  r e ce ive  
the p romi sed  balance in about two y e a r s ,  a f t e r  the  i r r iga t ion  works  
that  a r e  now under  way have been  completed.  The  amount of land that  
he wi l l  u l t imate ly  r ece ive  wi l l  be  in keeping with the bas ic  Agrar ian  
R e f o r m  Law of Egypt, which appl ies  t o  a l l  land r e f o r m  o r  development 
a r e a s  within the  republ ic  and which s t ipula tes  a d is t r ibut ion t o  each 
household of between two and five feddans depending on the s ize  of the 



family .  The ba s i c  law says  that  eve ry  pe r son  receiving land m u s t  be -  
come  a m e m b e r  of the loca l  government-control led  "co-operat ive"  s o -  
c ie ty ,  which can  r e q u i r e  the  planting of c e r t a i n  c rops  a s  we l l  a s  a s s i s t  
with seed  and equipment.  In the ins tance  of New Nubia, each landowner 
wi l l  be  r equ i r ed  t o  put 40% of h i s  land to  sugar  cane.  

Another provis ion of the bas ic  law i s  that  the owner m u s t  a l s o  
be  a r e s i den t  manage r  of h i s  new land,  a provis ion which wi l l  f o r c e  a 
change in the  Nubian's  migran t  way of l i fe-unless h e  can  somehow get  
around it .  The  probabil i ty i s  that  some  accommodat ion wi l l  be  made.  
The  old m e n  wi l l  probably be  allowed t o  manage the f a r m s  of younger 
r e l a t i ve s  drawing s a l a r i e s  in the c i t i e s ,  and they wi l l  h i r e  local  labor  
t o  do the  work.  What they wi l l  not be  allowed t o  do i s  t o  r e a c h  tenancy 
ag reemen t s  with land-hungry Upper Egyptians,  a s  they did in the pump 
s c h e m e s  of Old Nubia. The ba s i c  law r equ i r e s  a l so  that  the owner m u s t  
pay the  government  fo r  his  new land,  and h e r e  again the Nubian ha s  
been  accommodated.  Despi te  the fac t  that  payments a r e  to  be made  
over  a per iod of many  y e a r s ,  a  respec t fu l  Nubian in t ransigence ha s  
brought  about an  unwri t ten  ag reemen t  that  the government  wil l  not be  
p r e s s ing  fo r  any payments  a t  al l .  

At one t i m e  the government  sa id  that  i t  was  res igned  t o  provid- 
ing monthly suppor t  fo r  each household unti l  the ha rves t ing  of the f i r s t  
complete  c r o p  ( i n  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ) .  Despi te  s t a tements  of officials ,  
Nubian opinion w a s  that  the suppor t  would not continue for  long. The 
Nubians w e r e  r ight:  officials a r e  now saying that  monthly payments 
wi l l  c e a s e  a f t e r  the th i rd  month of res idence  in New Nubia. Though 
ce r ta in ly  not popular ,  this  new government  position may  be  unders tand-  
able  when one cons ide r s  that  vacant  posit ions for  Nubians in Kom Ombo 
and e l sewhere  in the  a r e a  r e m a i n  unfilled. When these  jobs w e r e  f i r s t  
made  avai lable ,  a f t e r  a  considerable  effort  on the pa r t  of the  Joint  Com-  
mi t t e e ,  i t  w a s  found that  of the  Nubians who might have taken t hem a 
few w e r e  placidly uninteres ted and m o s t  had a l ready  r e tu rned  to  thei r  
jobs in the big c i t i e s .  The new government  position thus recognizes  
tha t  Nubian m a l e s  wi l l  go on support ing the i r  f ami l i es  in a t radi t ional  
m i g r a t o r y  way and that  the b r ave  new Nubian world  of complete  house-  
holds i s  some  y e a r s  away-so in the mean t ime ,  why spend money on 
changing a way of life when the money would c l ea r l y  fa i l  in i t s  purpose?  

What s tands  out in the re la t ions  between government  and Nubians 
i s  that  they have been r emarkab ly  patient  with each other .  This  mutual  
f o rbea r ance  h a s  shown itself in the moves  f r o m  Old Nubia t o  the r e s e t -  
t l emen t  a r e a .  Nubians, fo r  example ,  have had t o  be par t i cu la r ly  patient 
about poor government  t iming; though the ove r - a l l  plan was  wel l  con- 



s t ruc ted  and compare s  favorably  with s im i l a r  plans e l sewhere ,  the 
scheduling ha s  been vic t imized by the mounting u rgency  of eng ineer -  
ing deadl ines  a t  the d a m  s i t e .  After a per iod of uncer ta inty  and w o r r y ,  
one omdiyah w a s  finally informed of i t s  moving da te  and then,  with a 
notice of five days ,  the date  was  advanced by t h r e e  days .  Another 
omdiyah had i t s  moving da te  put back by ten  days  with the p romi se  that  
t h e r e  would be no fu r t he r  delays;  the housing author i t ies  in the m e a n -  
t i m e  d i scovered  that  a  hu r r i ed  and inefficient con t rac to r  had built  s ome  
houses  whose roofs  showed ominous c r a c k s ,  and hence an  indefinite de -  
l ay  w a s  announced. In th i s  ins tance ,  the big-c i ty  m ig ran t s  had a l ready  
r e tu rned  to  help with the move ,  roofs  and windows had been removed ,  
s o m e  an imals  had been s laughtered o r  sold ,  and local  me rchan t s  had 
stopped the impor t  of food fo r  the community.  

The move i tself  i s  a  wel l -organized operat ion.  The Joint  Com- 
mi t t e e  h a s  a t  i t s  d i sposa l  s i x  l a rge  boats ,  t en  buse s ,  and 2 0  big t rucks .  
Peop le ,  luggage, and an imals  a r e  separa ted  and shipped on s epa ra t e  
boats .  The an imals  m u s t  s t ay  s e v e r a l  weeks  in quarant ine  in Aswan 
(which ha s  always been the s i t e  of the quarant ine  stat ion between Egypt 
and the Sudan), but people and luggage a r e  expeditiously taken by bus 
and t r u c k  t o  the Kom Ombo a r e a .  In the c a s e  of a t  l e a s t  two omdiyahs,  
t h e r e  was  fu r the r  grumbl ing a f te r  a r r i v a l ;  again ,  a  lack of good t iming 
w a s  the  pr incipal  cause .  T h e r e  was  wa t e r  a t  the  vil lage pump, but not 
quite enough p r e s s u r e  t o  keep  i t  flowing proper ly .  T h e r e  was  some i r -  
r iga ted  land,  but the m a j o r  i r r iga t ion  works  wi l l  not be  completed fo r  
a couple of y e a r s .  T h e r e  was  food a t  the co-operat ive ,  but i t  was  ex-  
pensive and not the r ight  kind. T h e r e  w e r e  public s e r v i c e s ,  but some  
w e r e  e i the r  not quite f inished o r  yet completely staffed. 

The government  h a s  been patient  a s  well .  Indeed, the m o s t  dif-  
f icult  thing the  government  h a s  had to  do h a s  been t o  mainta in  a genera l  
patience v i s  -&-v i s  the some t imes  i r r a t i ona l  demands  and unreasoning 
a t t i tudes  of a people that  f ee l s  i tself  put-upon and ha r a s sed .  Fee l ing  
uncer ta in  about the fu tu r e ,  Nubians have na tu ra l ly  wanted t o  cling t o  
objects  represen t ing  the past .  Fee l ing  neglected,  they have wanted a l -  
m o s t  pa ren ta l  c a r e  f r o m  the government.  E v e r y  official h a s  been asked  
t o  make  a thousand except ions ,  and eve ry  nonofficial v i s i to r  t o  the new 
vi l lages  can  h e a r  exaggerated t a l e s  of the  h e a r t l e s s n e s s  of bureaucracy .  
One prob lem faced by the  government ,  f o r  example ,  was  the a r r i v a l  in 
g r e a t  numbers  of ci ty-dwell ing KenGz p r i o r  t o  the move f r o m  each 
no r the rn  omdiyah. P e r h a p s  a few c a m e  t o  have a l a s t  look a t  Old Nu- 
b i a ,  but mos t  c a m e  to  he lp  t he i r  kinsfolk get r e ady  t o  leave and t o  ex -  
p r e s s  feel ings of sol idar i ty .  At a t ime  when the economy of the  com-  
munity was  grinding t o  a hal t ,  these  v i s i t s  w e r e  a s  much  a h indrance 



a s  a help. In one omdiyah, each household had a t  l e a s t  one v i s i t o r ,  and 
many  households had severa l .  A food shor tage developed because  few 
of the v i s i t o r s  had brought suppl ies  f r o m  the ci ty,  the local  me rchan t s  
had a l r eady  begun the i r  count-down on the impor t  of foodstuffs , and m o s t  
poultry and cat t le  had a l ready  been sold and no vegetables  w e r e  being 
cult ivated.  The  government  publicly cautioned the c i ty -dwel le r s  con- 
cerning the si tuation,  advising t h e m  not t o  come un less  i t  was  absolutely 
n e c e s s a r y .  When th i s  advice had no effect wha tsoever ,  the government  
w a s  obliged, in a las t -d i tch  effort  t o  avoid chaotic congestion in the 
omdiyah,  t o  prevent  c e r t a i n  ca tegor ies  of Nubians f r o m  boarding the 
post  boat  a t  Aswan. Pu t  another  way,  the government  pe rmi t t ed  on 
board  only those  r eg i s t e r ed  a s  res iden t s  of the omdiyah in the census  
of 1960. Th is  w a s  perhaps  a "hea r t l e s s "  solution, but because  i t  was  
c l ea r l y  the be s t  solution avai lable ,  the r e s en tmen t  it brought was  some-  
what  l ike the anger  of a child who i s  subconsciously gra teful  for  the 
reason ing  dec i s iveness  of h i s  pa ren t s .  

The tangled m e s h  of re la t ions  between Nubians and the govern-  
men t  i s  i l lus t ra ted  by the s t o ry  of the an imals  of one KenGz omdiyah. 
The  Kenuz value  the i r  an imals  highly a s  nour ishment  and a s  a sou rce  
of income,  and Kenilz m e n  apparent ly  value the an imals  a s  occup ie r s  
of the women ' s  t i m e ,  on the theory that  too much f r e e  t i m e  b r i ngs  gos- 
s i p  and dispute.  But a t  the t ime  of moving, the KenGz valued the i r  ani  
m a l s  chiefly because  they owned t hem and because  they wanted t o  go 
on owning them.  The government  may  o r  may  not have advised the 
omdiyah t o  s laughter  i t s  an imals  in anticipation of compensation-the 
r e c o r d  h e r e  i s  unclear-but  if the government  did so ,  i t  fai led t o  get 
the m e s s a g e  a c r o s s  adequately,  a s  demons t ra ted  by the fac t  that  the 
p r i c e  of m e a t  on the hoof f e l l  to  a point f a r  below reasonab le  compen-  
sat ion.  Despi te  r u m o r s  f r o m  Aswan that  an imals  w e r e  dying in g r ea t  
n u m b e r s  while in quarant ine ,  m o s t  an imal -owners  of the omdiyah de -  
cided to  do what t he i r  hea r t s  a l ready  urged ,  namely,  t o  take  the  ani-  
m a l s  with them.  So it was  that  a t  l e a s t  half of the i r  an imals  died in 
the  quarantine s ta t ion (which c lea r ly  could not cope with th i s  an imal  
deluge)  and another  fourth of t he i r  an imals  died a f t e r  a r r i v a l  in New 
Nubia. The  government  says  i t  informed everybody that  f o r  a t  l e a s t  
two y e a r s  t h e r e  would be insufficient fodder in the r e s e t t l emen t  a r e a .  
Since i t  cos t s  ten  hard- to-f ind p i a s t r e s  for  the round t r i p  into Kom 
Ombo, which i s  now the only place whe re  fodder can  be  purchased,  i t  
i s  to  be expected that  many of the remain ing  an imals  wi l l  die a lso .  
The government  ha s  s ta ted  that  i t  wi l l  pay compensat ion for  the ani -  
m a l s  los t  a t  the quarantine stat ion;  the si tuation r e m a i n s  l e s s  c l e a r  
with r e s p e c t  t o  the  an imals  that  w e r e  originally s laughtered ir, Old 
Nubia o r  died a f te r  a r r i v a l  a t  the new home.  



Despi te  what one m a y  be hear ing  f r o m  them over  the next few 
y e a r s ,  it i s  a fac t  that ,  with the exception of the  old folk, and especia l ly  
the old men ,  m o s t  Nubians have not been s o r r y  t o  leave,  which i s  not 
quite the s a m e  a s  saying they have been glad t o  leave.  The ci ty-dwell-  
e r s  who have fami l i es  in Nubia have often exp re s sed  so r row  about the 
change, but the ma jo r i t y  of those  actually res id ing  t h e r e  have looked 
fo rward  t o  new contacts  of va r i ous  kinds with the outside world.  Some 
Nubian m e n  have objected t o  the nea rne s s  of Upper Egyptians in the 
r e s e t t l emen t  a r e a  and appear  t o  w o r r y  about the i r  womenfolk and the i r  
an imals  in th i s  untrus tworthy environment ,  but the women themse lves  
have s eemed  to  we lcome the change t o  new and m o r e  var ied  sur round-  
ings.  P e r h a p s  they hope fo r  reunion with t he i r  husbands a f te r  the new 
i r r iga t ion  pumps make  the a r e a  economically viable.  As for  educated 
young people, t he r e  i s  l i t t le  doubt that  m o s t  r e g a r d  the move a s  a r e -  
l e a se  f r o m  the bonds of t radi t ion and isolat ion.  

One r e a s o n  for  the re la t ive  equanimity with which Nubians r e -  
ga rd  the move of 1963-64 i s  undoubtedly that  i t  i s  pa r t  of a long- te rm 
p roces s  of depa r tu r e  that  has  been going on fo r  many  y e a r s .  I r e f e r  
not t o  l abor  migra t ion  (which appea r s  t o  be cen tur ies  old) but to the 
emigra t ion  of whole communi t ies  (which probably began with the com-  
pletion of the Aswan D a m  in 1903 and marked ly  i nc r ea sed  with the 
heightening of 1933). The emigra t ion  to  which Nubians have become 
accustomed ha s  been of two kinds.  The f i r s t ,  which was  mentioned 
e a r l i e r  in this  Repor t ,  h a s  been the g radua l  acc re t ion  of re la ted  fami l i es  
in the big c i t i e s ;  Nubian m e n  have increas ingly  been bringing the i r  
wives  and ch i ld ren  to  the  nor th ,  and t h e r e  m u s t  a l ready  ex i s t  an  adult 
c i ty -bred  generat ion.  How closely  th i s  generat ion keeps  in touch with 
i t s  or ig ins  and how it  i s  socia l ly  s t r uc tu r ed  (if indeed i t  h a s  not become 
p a r t  of the amorphous  u rban  m a s s )  a r e  m a t t e r s  fo r  speculat ion only. 
The second kind of emigra t ion  h a s  been by l a r g e  groups ,  using compen-  
sa t ion money t o  buy land fo r  new agr icu l tu ra l  s t a r t s .  T h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  
ten  such communi t ies  in Upper Egypt and t he r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  in the Su- 
dan. Some have been able  t o  mainta in  a viable level  of agr icu l tu ra l  
production;  o the r s  have been fo rced  t o  depend chiefly on r emi t t ance s  
f r o m  the c i t ies .  All of t hem mainta in  t he i r  Nubian d ia lec t s  and a l l  p r e -  
s e r v e  a sympathet ic  feel ing fo r  t he i r  p laces  of or ig in ,  but a t  the s a m e  
t i m e  they a r e  d is t inct  and s epa ra t e  communi t ies .  Having cut a l l  but 
sympathet ic  connections with Old Nubia, they would now be considered 
ou t s ide rs  by those  who stayed behind. 

One such communi ty  i s  s o  r emarkab l e  a s  t o  demand spec ia l  men -  
tion. This  i s  the communi ty  of Da r  El-Sala in ,  the major i ty  and nucleus 
of which came  f r o m  the Mahasi -speaking omdiyah of Diwan in 1933. 



D a r  E l -Sa l am i s  some  t h r e e  k i l ome te r s  f r o m  the town of Daraw,  a m a r -  
ke t  town and camel - t rad ing  cen te r  jus t  south of Kom Ombo. The e a r l y  
h i s t o ry  of Da r  El-SalZm was  one of economic fa i lu re ;  eve ry  br ight  a g r i -  
cu l tu ra l  d r e a m  (wheat ,  an imals ,  da t e s ,  pump s c h e m e s )  c ame  a c roppe r  
-water  was  not only s c a r c e  and deep ,  but what t h e r e  w a s  soon became  
too sa l ine .  The immedia te  solution to  agr icu l tu ra l  f a i lu re  was  the an -  
c ient  one of l abor  migra t ion ,  but in r e cen t  y e a r s  t h e r e  has  developed 
a n  unusual  sp i r i t  of en t e rp r i s e  which has  pe rmi t t ed  an  inc reas ing  num-  
b e r  of m e n  t o  suppor t  themse lves  a t  home.  The e n t e r p r i s e  ha s  not been 
ag r i cu l t u r a l  but h a s  had a d is t inct ly  u rban  f lavor ,  which i s  an  excep- 
t ional  phenomenon in the c a s e  of a r u r a l  vi l lage in a r u r a l  province. 
Only a l i t t le  over  3% of Dar  ~ l - ~ a l a m ' s  w o r k e r s  make  the i r  livings f r o m  
agr icu l tu re  ( a s  compared  with 54% fo r  the UAR general ly) ,  and some  
46% make  t he i r  livings f r o m  typically u rban  pursu i t s  in profess ional ,  
manage r i a l ,  and c l e r i c a l  ca tegor ies  - f r om which the t radi t ional  Nubian 
ca tegory  of s e rv i ce  occupations ha s  been excluded. The f igure  of 46% 
in urban- type occupations fo r  Da r  E l -Sa lam c o m p a r e s  s t r ik ingly  with 
Egypt genera l ly  (about 1670), with C a i r o  (about 3770), and with a sample  
of ci ty-dwell ing Nubians (about llO/o). A compar i son  of p resen t  Dal E l -  
Sa l am occupations with the occupational  s t r uc tu r e  of the pas t  r ev ea l s  a 
pat terned success ion  f r o m  fa rming  through mig ra to ry  s e r v i c e  exper i -  
ence  t o  va r i ous  kinds of whi te-col lar  endeavor in provincia l  towns n e a r  
the  vil lage.  

The context of these  r emarkab l e  changes in D a r  E l -Sa l am could 
be ins t ruc t ive  t o  New Nubia-and to  Egypt generally.  Though the r e c o r d  
h a s  not yet  been examined in de ta i l ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e t s  of fac t s  that  a r e  sug-  
gest ive.  The l i t e r acy  r a t e  f o r  the  men  of Dar  El-Salam,  fo r  example ,  
i s  about 90%; nea r l y  10070 of Da r  ~l-Salam' s boys and g i r l s  attend school.  
The paren t s  continually emphas ize  the value of education,  and spec ia l  
evening s e m i n a r s  organized by t e a c h e r s  of the communi ty  help  D a r  E l -  
S a l a m ' s  students to pass  the impor tan t  year ly  examinat ions  with high 
m a r k s .  Almost  a l l  pa ren t s  have exp re s sed  the d e s i r e  that  the i r  chil-  
d r e n  complete  the i r  h igher  educations in medicine o r  engineering.  T h e r e  
i s  a lmos t  no paren t  who wants  h i s  child to  en t e r  a s e r v i c e  profession.  
Beginning with an  obligatory separa t ion  f r o m  ag r i cu l t u r e ,  the occupa- 
t ional  s t r u c t u r e  ha s  s o  evolved that  only 2970 of the m e n  can  say  they 
have had agr icu l tu ra l  experience-and m o s t  of these  a r e  o lder  men  
who a r e  speaking of days before  1933. Some 7870 of the m e n  have had 
m o r e  than two y e a r s '  exper ience  in u rban  cen t e r s .  One fee l s  a s p i r i t  
of e n t e r p r i s e  on every  s ide;  even the  women work  h a r d  a t  handicraf ts  
of va r ious  kinds.  

The example  of Dar  El-Sal5m h a s  not been los t  on the m e m b e r s  



of the Joint  Commit tee  for  Nubian Migration.  Already they have asked 
the  women of D a r  E l -Sa lam to  t each  handicraf ts  t o  new a r r i v a l s  f r o m  
Old Nubia. They c l ea r l y  hope that an en te rpr i s ing  sp i r i t  l ike that  of 
D a r  E l -Sa lam will  pervade the r e se t t l emen t  area-though for  the t ime  
being they would p r e f e r  the New Nubians to show agr icu l tu ra l  r a t he r  
than u rban  en t e rp r i s e .  The i r  ma jo r  p rob lem i s  how to  change the way 
of life of the m i g r a t o r y  Nubian ma le  t o  keep  h i m  "up on the f a rm . "  The 
incentive-the p rospec t  of cultivating a  s m a l l  plot under  the superv i -  
s ion of a  government  co-operative-wil l  probably not be  a  sufficient a t -  
t r ac t ion ,  fo r  few of the Keniiz now have much of an  agr icu l tu ra l  t radi t ion 
and only a  sl ightly h igher  percentage of Mahasi -  speake r s  have supported 
themse lves  by fa rming  in recen t  y e a r s .  The few young m e n  who a r e  
a t t r a c t ed  t o  an ag r i cu l t u r a l  life wi l l  not be the innovating, urbanized 
kind: they wi l l  be the  slightly dull  ones who might a l s o  have s tayed be -  
hind in Old Nubia. The solution i s  t o  find the nonagr icul tura l  l u r e s  that  
wi l l  b r ing  back the  l abor  m ig ran t s ;  if these  a r e  not found, New Nubia 
wi l l  r e m a i n  a  repos i to ry  for wives and chi ldren,  an  a r e a  in which old 
Nubian men  d i r e c t  Egyptian labor .  

The be s t  l u r e  avai lable  would be a  success fu l  p r o g r a m  of eco-  
nomic  development in Aswan Prov ince .  This  i s  soon to  be a t tempted.  
Considerable  indus t r i a l  and agr icu l tu ra l  planning has  a l ready  been done,  
and funds have been al located.  Could Nubians become an important  
p a r t  of the labor  f o r ce  on the indust r ia l  a s  wel l  a s  the agr icu l tu ra l  f ron t  
of the new ven tu r e?  Some 65% of Nubian labor  m ig ran t s  a r e  now en-  
gaged in s e r v i c e  occupations.  Will they be  able t o  take a  d i r e c t  pa r t  
in indust ry  in the way that  both the m e n  and women of Da r  ~ l - ~ a l a m  
obviously could?  When jobs become avai lable ,  wi l l  they wish t o  leave 
t he i r  m ig ran t  big-ci ty l i ve s?  Probab ly  not many,  but some  will-and 
then,  pe rhaps ,  a  new generat ion of pa ren t s  and school teachers  wi l l  do 
a s  good a job in New Nubia a s  was  done a generat ion ago in Da r  El- 
~ a l a m .  
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H e r m a n  B e l l ,  Trave l l ing  Fellow, Oxford Universi ty:  "Nubian P l a c e  Names."  
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