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Mrs. CaG-0-1 

that t h e  Gore enti i s  doing a great  deal 
% m a ,  in coast t ion of resettlement housing, 
every nixie days 5 ,  aefaools, provision of 

aeAlcal services etc., and in addi t ion  t h e r e  are Innumerable welfare 
organizations i n  Hung Kong, both loca l  a-nd International. However, 
the overcrowding and the ~mbleme of g Kong are legion. But I 
found one way t o  alleviate ay own flep s i o n  In the fece of all t h i s  
was to v i a I t  soae o f  the welfare or@ ationa and learn of their 
work. Eventually I be e eoaaneoted w i t h .  $tee Job of tak ing  vis i tora 
to see the work of aoae of the welfare projeeta connected with the 
Anglican Church. Thereby I learn for  myself amd help t o  give these 
protects some weleoae publicity -- I %I an ecclesiastical tout! 

One of the organlaationa I visit is situated in one of the 
aoet populous districts in t h i s  populous c i t y  known as Wanchal, of 
s-uz3.e Wong fame. Llke many eiailar organizations it beg-an i n  a 
s n a i l  way, when a f e w  so ld i e r s  oomiecterit with the Oiurch became 
concerned by the  number of children in the afreeta who were left t o  
t h e i r  own devlcefl (or v ices )  by wor&lng parents too poor to pay for 
schooling. The soldier@ started a boys' club In part of an old  
Bhuddlat Tefflple. In twelve years t h i s  has grown t n to  an establish- 
ment with a s t a f f  of "twenty, known %,a St. Jam@$* Settlement. 

Children are still the Main concern, startin? w i t h  t h e  
t o d d l e r s  who attend the day nursery vfalle t h e i r  par@~ts a r e  a t  work. 
Many of %he$@ a%in!%~tl .~@ infants T@ aponeora who p8y HIC$30 a month 
to St. Jmea f o r  their upkeep a if they are Hone Kong residents, 
occasionally give "their" chi d a d - a y ^ s  otittne. There "ire s t i l l  
clubs for children of all age , and also for mothers, about 160 of 
whoa a t t end  the films, talk@, and sessions on sewing, baby care,  etc..  

One of the seat important o f  the Settlement is the 
p r a c t i c a l  %mini i n  which boys learn t h e  
rudiment8 of p r i  electrical an? auto 
aiecha,nlc&, In w printin shop in 
~ a r t i c u l i r ,  turn is eel -support ing.  
2,000 boys have 

t 
s learn sewing and 

Two hund "breakfasts lunches are 
provided d a l l y  for a coat of HK lo$, 
an& m i l l s ;  1s given fr@ resent a l l  these 
meals ape cooked I n  a t r i a w l a ~  a o s t  Western 
kitchens, but a large aev bulldl t i e s  f o r  a l l  t h e  
ac t iv i t i e s  o f  the Set let@& and w i l l  soon 
be ready for  ooeup need of these meals 
are chosen by St. from the  l a rge  
modern primary school n i t h  St. James 
but now run, by the Gave 
runs two sessions a <Say 
cost  o f  sending a child t o  
a sonth  for t h e  isur&lng aea 
session, and many pupila ha 
James ' . 
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8%. Janaa* op-er&t#e a dent&% e l i n i c  f i v e  nl hte a week and 
will soon m o p e n  ~ t a  aeeical e l in ie  in the new b u i l d  t ng. The 
Settlement i a  also used l a  the  evenings "by etiil&ren seeking space, 
l i g h t ,  and quiet ,  in which to do their hoaaewurk. Another of t he  
services is the distribution of gif %s Qf clo%hing'@nd food , and it 
also takes children on excursions away from the equalor of their 
hoae environment. 

The need and value of t h e  aeti.vltles of St .  James' and many 
nizations l a  abvloua wbm t h i s  Â¥nvlronmen I s  seen. So, 
ors are in te  tea and bAve strong cobstitution& we take 

them to see am% of t h e  ee tn %be area. After a year in Hong 
Kong I thought I Knew h r r l b l e  t&ft overcrowded conditions could 
be, but I wag utterly appalle<3 and hrrified when I f i rs t  saw aome of 
t h e  "homes*4 In Wiafishal. To begin 'with we peer In to  a row of squatter 
~ h a e k a  where families of five, s ix ,  of smea l i v e  in each eight f o o t  
by eight foot box. On my first t I 1it t ie  realized how p leasan t  
theae would seem when I repasae^ after returning from o t h e r  near- 
by homes. Next w go i n t o  a twi "building which I think is 
typical o f  the ?lac@@ 'whem t h e  aajorUy o f  the  people of Hong Kong 
lire. Oft t h e  ground f l o o r  is a &hop, and we 50 up In to  t h e  gloom of 
a narrow, fceep, r ickety  floor was o r i g l n ? l l y  one 
rectangular room about t twelve f e e t  wide, which 
has been sub-divided and space f o r  about 
seventy or more people y a a taoe l l any  of 
curtains, wood &a4 mt6 aide; there i s  a 
narrow paaaage the and on the other  s i d e  are 
tiers o f  "bedspacea ' x 6' which are  the 
borne fo r  one family floor, overlooking t h e  s t r e e t ,  
i s  a small balcony clothes, drying f i s h ,  drying 
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& tihe other  end of t h e  
fl&or is otie small, saoke 
'blaekeaed room which is both 
%foe kitefaen, bathroom and 
t~ilet for all t h e  occupants 

- of the entire  f l o o r .  Cook- - lag is done on small in&%- 
vidual  Kerosene stoves "by 
~ a c b  family. The Cteintonese 
people have a reputat ion 
aao~g: t h e  Chinese for being 
quick teapered, but when I 
aÃˆ these kltchen/bathrooias 

- aa4 the queues a t  water 
! pwpa,  X wonder at their 
patience. The only day- 
light and air provided in 

A tenement ki tchen many of these tenements 
e w e s  from the balcony at 
the f ron t  and a small window 

i n  the  back room v In t h i s  dark, clutter place, t h e  thought of a 
fire outbreak give8 one claustrophobia even on a ten-minute visit. 

Outside again. I show visitors w re a family of seven 
l ives on the top &%tap of the old e beneath a tarp'sul In "lean-to* 
againat the %ail. This f sa l ly  earning about ~ ~ $ 1 3 0  a month 
by selling anacfca. Their parti l ioacy requires cooking for 
almost an entire day, and %his on the sidewalk near 

ir home, while the husbarKi In the streets carrying 
food. in large basket% swsp a shoulder pole. 

One room of the temple l a  still u6e5 by t h e  Settlement a s  
ft school room, but the real is %fa@ e of & variety of colourful 
gods and goAdesses who There is 
one -place artier@ women 
l i t t l e  bed and pray t o  
die ty  for children -- 

Between the buildings i n  th is  
area run passageway wfaiete. provide t-iw 
moet desperately at erable dwellin@ o f  
all . Kflt h t h e  usual co-op-lomerat o f  
hoardings, t h e  space bag been Aiv 
into boa@@ which I can only liken 
rabbit  hutches* But they are far wore@ 
t han  moat people would condemn aalmals 
t6 live in "beoau e %he overwh&laiag, 
horror of these places %a that t 
p i t ch  darkÃ Several o f  t h e  osc 
v o ~ k  at night and @ l w p  here by day, 
On several occasions when we have picked 
our way gingerly along the uneven 



duckboarfle of a paa&ape w i t h  t h e  a i d  of 
a f laahli  bt, I have seen small animals 
eonfined here - proapectlve meal8 fop f 
t h @ l . ~  owners. I pa r t i cu l a r ly  remember 
one wild-eyed little dog In a cage 
vtilcb would obvloualy have attacked any- 
one 'who approaofaed i t, and by contras t  
cai^t help mamelltng a t  t h e  hwnana who 
ea6~ge tram t h w  places reaeonably 
clean and -- most incredible of all -- 
cheerful. 

The type of work done at 
Ht. Jmea * Is fal t*Q representative of 
%any of the welfare projects, though 
each Is adapted to suit its r n r t t c u l a r  
envlronaeiit. For instance, about an 
h o w  and a ha l f ' s  drive Into the New 
Territoplea, there  Ie one proleot  which 
provides a school, e l l n i e ,  hoste l ,  and 
snail cfaurob, for the chi ldren  of f isher-  

k in t b  &r , This is chiefly 
arfcabXe for he who puns it, 

ng4 He i s  an at t rac t ive ,  
peram who wag recent ly  
e a. "spare %%me vicar  and 

full tint &ynanot' because he not only 
-.,w 
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run? ind. i n s p i r e s  h i e  St. ~i rnon ' s  Hostel ,  bu t  h o l d s  a f u l l  time job 
v I t h  the Government. 

Near t h e  dockyard area in E'cwloon there  is a s m p l l  church 
whose main room is p u t  t o  more uses than any o t h e r  church I heve 
come across .  I t  I? called The Holy  O r n s n t e r .  qnd c ~ t . e r s  ~ r i l r ~ r i l y  
t o  t h e  workers i n  t h e  area. A t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  church i s  9 t h r e e -  
s to rey  h o s t e l  w h e r e  yo~).nf w o r k e r s  13ve. I n  t h e  churdii ?(Yv?c r p o e l ~  
p r e s e r v e d  to qt-iout 150veop le  t w i c e a  d a y .  There i s q  f u l l - t i m e  
c l i n i c  Ir one c o r n e r ,  i   in^ nong t a b l e  q.nd newspanere f o r  r p c r e ' z i o n  
elsewhere, 9-nd lessons ( m a i n l y  Englis? I .~nguare  ) ? r e  he15 n o s t  
evenlnfr ' .  On p ~ n [ P y s ,  9 c u r t s l n  is d r ~ w  back t o  revc-zl t h e  a l t i r  
and normal services t a k e  p iece .  A n i e c e  of l q n d  ad joining: t h e  hostel 
h-aa been obtained on vhich q technical  t r 8 l n l r . ~  ̂e?ter  v l l l  b o  bu:lt. 



Apart froa the "babies, tham a>- &bcmt 100 @ore boys and 
girls o f  4 t o  18 yeam o f  age a% StÃ <hfistopb@r*s, who are helped to 
beooae self-sufficient youagstetÃˆ in a w y  of life sitt l lar t o  that 
of the ~fa&I pie8 t The f or ty-  
f i v e  acre a   loo king- the sea, 
and It ifl one o The children 
l i v e  in " f 8 m i l i  
boy8 theasfel 
of house aot 
cultivate w 
clothes dryi  
those of the b 
and some are a 
good deal of 

e te Ã ‡ Ã ‡  like the School for the 
Deaf, are similar 
world. All those 
in Hone KO "I ted by donations 
from a grea var nt. Most of 
the rice they dla'k ilk by Church 
World Service. jai* ' 

working In Hon K 
help8 to GO-ordi 
must be at once 
which to help p o p 1  
being done, yet %i 4- in t h e  ocean. 
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