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I gsoon learnt th2t the Covernment is doing 2 great deal
to alleviate bad conditione, in construction of resettlement housing,
(one multi-storey block everv nine days), schools, provision of
medical services etec., 2nd in 2ddition there 2re innumerable welfare
organizations in Hong ¥Xong, both local and international. However,
the overcrowding and the onroblems of Yeng Kong are lercion. But I
found one way to alleviate my own depression in the fece of all this
woe to vielt some of the welfore organizations and learn of their
work. Eventually I became connected with the job of taking visitors
to see the work of some of the welfare orojects connected with the
Anglican Church. Thereby I learn for myself =nd helvp to clve these
projecte some welcome nub]icity ~-- T'm an ecclesizastical tout!

One of the organizations I visit is situated in one of the
moet populous districts in thls populous city known as Wanchai, of
Suzie Wong fanme. Like many eimilar organizations it began in 2
gmall way, when 2 few soldiers connected with the Church becsme
concermed hy the number of children in the streets who were left to
thelr own devices (or vices) by working parents toc poor to pay for
schooling. The soldlers gterted 2 boys' club in part of a2n old
Bhuddist Temple. In twelve ye2re thls has grown into an establish-
ment with 2 staff of twenty. known 2g8 St. James' Settlement.

Children are still the meln concern, startine with the
toddlers who sttend the day nursery while thelr varents are st work.
Many of these atiractive infante have svnonsors who pey HEA20 2 month
to St. James' for their upkeep end, if they are Hons Kcn ‘reeidents.,
occaslonally give "their" child 2 day's outine. There are otill
clube for children of 21l ages, snd =2lso for mothers, ahout 160 of
whom attend the films, talke, and sessions on sewing, baby care, etc..
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One of the mos

t importent worke of the Settlement 1s the
practical training classe
?h

8, two yesr courses in which boye lzarn the
rudiments of printing, :fﬂ'rﬁ*'"a woodwork, electrical anc auto
mechanlice, in well wruivoe* workeghons . The printing shon irn
narticular, turns out extremely good work and is self-supporting.
2,000 boys have graduated from these courses and are hecomine
increasingly sought after by employers. Girls learn sewing and
handicrafts.

Two hundred breakfasts and three hundred lunches zare
provided dailly for children Tﬁving in the area, at a cost of HK 10¢,
and milk ig gilven free to gix hundred a2 dav. At present all thege
meals are cocked in 2 trisncular smace smaller than most Wectern
kitchens, but 2 large new building with many facilities for all the
activities of the Settlement has just been oom~1ctoo and will soon
be ready for occunstion. The children most in need of these mesals
are chogen by St. James' cogeworkers a2nd many come from the larce
modern primary schocl next door which 1s connected with 5t. James'
but now run by the CGovernment. This, like most Hong Xong schocls,
runs two sessions 2 4ay and has ? 000 children. Incidentally, the
cost of sending a child %o the school 1s HE 415 (approximately $3 U.S)
2 month for the mornlng session ﬂnd 45 2 month for the afternoon
sessiqn, and many pu?iTv nave thelr fees and uniforms n=id by St.
Jemes " .
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the matron of the nursery is convinced that her babiles -- all 100

of them -- are the most beautiful in the world. She goes from one
to another, telling you their histories, their chprmiha Chinese
names, 2nd singing their vraises. Only in one c2se have T known
her show any doubts in the matter -- she has nicknamed one dignified,
double-chinned infant, Queen Victoria! Many of these babies have
been abandoned by motherq made desperate by economic strugrles, but
they have usually been put where they willl be found “U*CK47. There
sre many "before and after" photographs st gt. Christonhers, of
babies who have suffered from malnutrition. It 1s astonicshing how
quickly they respond to treatment. Some of the children stay at
the Home for only a short time while there is illness or other
difficulties in their own homes, but there 1s great demsnd for the
parentlese habies, and many are 2donted.

Apart from the babies, there are about 100 more boys and
girls of 4 to 18 years of 2ge 2t St. Christopher's, who =2re helned to
become self-sufficient voungsters in 2 way of 11f@ similar to that

of the children of the villages in the New Territories. The forty-
five acre slte of the orphonage ic on 2 hillside overlooking the sea,
and 1t is one of the most picturesque in Yong ¥ong. The children

live in "femilies" of about twelve in simple cottoges built by the
boys themselves. They cook and clean for themselves w*th the 214
of house mothers and fathers. They reise chickens, nlss, 2and
cultivate vegetable plots. The girls also grow flowerf and the
clothes dryinf near their cottaaes are noticeably briwﬂfpr than
those of the boys. They 211 attend the primary school on the site,
and some are able to vrogress to secondary schools, and 211 get a
good deal of practical education in thelr dasily 1life.

Other places I take neople to see, like the School for the
Deaf, are similar to organizstions of their kind anywhere in the
world. 411 those T have described are run by the Anglican Church
in Hong Kong. They all have pald staff and 2re supported by donations
from 2 great variety of gsources, includling the Government. Mest cof
the rice they dlstribute ig supplied by C.A.R.E., the milk by Church
World Service. But there are over a hundred welfare organizations
working in Hong Kong, and there is 2 Council for Social Service which
helps to co-ordinate their work and prevent over-lapping. Hong Kong
must be at once the most rewarding and most djaheartenina nlace in
which to help people to heln themselves. There is so much work
being done, yet that much 1s etill the meresgt drop in the ocean.

Yours sincerely,

///;ei‘¢wf (kégdf

Brenda Oldham.
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