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I N S T I T U T E  OF C U R R E N T  W O R L D  A F F A I R S  - --- 

ma. cmo-2 . 
More t a l k  about l e ss  water  

27 Lugard Road, 
The Peak, 
Hong Kong . 

October 20, 1963. 

M r .  R*H. Nolte,  
I n s t i t u t e  of Current World Affairs, 
366 Madison Avenue, 
New York 17, N.Y., 
U . S . A .  

Dear Dick, 

Geoffrey has suggested t h a t  I write t o  t e l l  y e 2  
omethlnp about how t h e  w a t e r  shortage effects o u r  household. 
i n c e  I read r e c e n t l y  t h a t  New York i s  facing a poas lb le  water 

shortage I thought you fright be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  learning wh?t nay 
be I n  s to re !  

Since w e  are luck* enough t o  have running water i n  t h e  
house, and t o  l i v e  In  a s p a r s e l y  populated area,  our water supply 
Is t h r e e  hours every f o u r t h  Say. 6 a.m. - 9 a.m.. The procedure  
on water day i s  simple, i n  theory .  Clothes washing t akes  p l a c e  I n  
one bathtub.  I n  t h e  fcitelaen, every available bucket ,  saucepan, 
basin, k e t t l e ,  t e a p o t ,  coffeepot*, flask, and empty squash b o t t l e ,  
Is f i l l e d  with water. In ba th ro  one bucket i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  
clean water,  the ration for apon off for fourdays .  The 
chi ldren  hare a thorough but sepu'bmi'ig and hair wash I n  t h e  
same t u b ,  w i t h  t ime f o r  only tmat f o r  breakfast before leaving for 
school a t  8 o 'c lock .  Tfce flirty tsaih water l a  kep t  f o r  t o i l e t  
f lushing ,  which i s  O W  Win proto for washing f l o o r s .  
A l l  washing thereafter is done ic balers s o  t h a t  t h i s  
water  can also be aASefl to the y aftem use. A s  one 
lady  v i s i t o r  t o  Hong- Sea% is rked, "First you 
wash down as f a r  as po'sat'b'le. s fa r  as ~ o s s l b l e .  
And then  you wash possible". 

In Hong K'ong* prea ly f o r  coolness, b u t  also because 
so  many people have servaata, nost satiool children wear white summer 
uniforms. After years of plotting to buy only those clothe8 which 
do no t  show t h e  d i r t  and do not a'@& ironing, t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a deep 
shock t o  my system. I courage on our journey 
home t o  throw overboard ectl-og of bleached, 
s ta rched,  i roned,  and. oh Ie garments. However, 
be t h a t  as I t  m y ,  d u r i a  
their rules about uniforms. 
cont rary ,  our headmaster t h i s  message 'on t o  
pa ren t s ,  unable t o  suppr t l ia  t if parents 
considered water could "be saved 'by r t y  dark clo thes  Ins tead  
of dir ty  white c lo thes ,  then  child. t wear uniform. 



* 

Mrs OHGO-2 

A t  t h e  beginning of t h e  summer when I t  was f i r s t  
r e a l i z e d  how a c u t e  t h e  c r i s i s  might be, many people,  Including 
ourselves, began t o  s t o c k p i l e  cmned foods,  pop, and bee r .  The 
r ap id  %leappearanee of t h e  l a t t e r  when w e  learned  t h a t  it was 
un l ike ly  w e  would go s h o r t  of d r i n k i n g  water  mde our s t o c k p i l e  
seem r i d i c u l o u s l y  small and our  e f f o r t s  r a t h e r  f u t i l e  had t h e r e  
been a more d r a s t i c  shor tage .  But t h e  canned vegetables  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  he lp  t o  economise on the amount of water needed t o  
wash and cook f r e s h  produce, and msny of t h e  chi ldren8 ' feeding 
schemes i n  Yong ITonfr s u b s t i t u t e  breed f o r  r i c e  s. few days  each  
week f o r  t h e  same reason. 

Our f a m i l y  water supply was augmented considerably on 
t h e  occasions when rain d i d  f a l l  by en i n ~ e n l o u a  system Geoffrey 
made on t h e  roof .  We occupy t h e  upper f l o o r  of an old house 
which has a v a r i e t y  of f l a t  roof spaces. So by damailnp- d r a i n s  
and f lood in  one roof apes, water  was channeled down t o  two 
e l a s t i c  pad $ l i n g  pools  on a lower roof from which it could be 
siphoned off when needed. Apart frcm l l v i n c  i n  fear  t h a t  t h e  
''dammedt' roof might co l l apse  a f t e r  any e82ec ia l ly  heavy showers, 
t h i s  superb f e a t  of eng inemine  enabled i s  t o  ~ t c h  and a t o r e  
a30v.t 200 s a l l o n s  from a shower g iv ing  less than  one Inch of r a i n .  
A s  a precaufcion a g a i n e t  ~ ~ o s q u l t o e  b r e e d l n ~ ,  one member of t h e  
f a a i l y  was delegated t o  c11ab 2nd stir t h e  water i n  t h e  -pools once 
a day. 

One inconsequent ia l  r e s u l t  of t h e  water  shortage i s  t h a t  
isoet of us become q u i t e  deranged when we hear water  runninp, and 
rush t o  t u r n  o f f  t a p s .  Geoffrey wrote t o  m e  of his horror  a t  
seeinn t h e  s p r i n k l e r s  workin? interminably when he v i s i t e d  Csl i forn ia  
r ecen t ly .  Now t h a t  t h e  hours of supgly are eo s h o r t ,  most people 
are out of b e d  and a t  home t o  make f u l l  use of t h e  hours o f  water.  
Previously,  one nightmare which bese t  m n y  Hong Eons householders 
was t o  awaken o r  r e t u r n  home t o  f ind  t h a t  a tap had been l e f t  on 
while t h e  water supply was turned o f f ,  and when it was resumed, 
t h e i r  apartment (and f requen t ly  t h e  one beneath. it a l s o )  was f looding . Nowadays, apart from being a minor ca tas t rophe  i n  i t s e l f ,  

nd of t h i n g  Is l i a b l e  t o  e n t a i l  a heavy fine. 

Despite t h e  Water Department's noble e f f o r t s ,  many veople, 
again inc luding  our te lvee .  eqerterice preasure  problema . 30 water 
morning, however much longed f o r .  i s  a ailxed bleasinp:. A s  I d r i v e  
borne t o  a b e l a t e d  "brekfas t  a f t e r  t ak ing  our  youngest to school,  my 
hair I s  s t i l l  damp and my alood worse. I am exhausted by t h e  r igours  
af f i g h t i n g  the clock persuading small boys t ha t  a bath every f o u r t h  
day is not  an unnecessary hardstlip, and by the f r u s t r a t i o n s  of 
a t a n d i n e w i t h  buckets  poised while  tap@ make v i o l e n t  unseemly noises ,  
jerk out  a few drops of r u a t y  water, then  d ry  up completely f o r  ken 
minutes because t h e  people downstairs are a l s o  drawin? w i t e r .  

So, beware, you New Yorkers and Qallfornlans! 

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Received in  New York October 24, 1963Ã 




