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The Moroccan p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  most c o u n t r i e s  
under  c o l o n i a l  r u l e ,  was b o r n  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  l e a g u e  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  
o r  as  a  c l a n d e s t i n e  g roup ing ,  and i t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  be a t  i t s  
b e g i n n i n g  a machine f o r  propaganda  and p r o t e s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  an o rgan-  
i z a t i o n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  I n  Morocco, p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "modera ten  p a r t i e s  which were t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
p r o t e c t i n g  powers ,  were i l l e g a l  a t  most t i m e s  up t o  1955. From 
tirr.e t o  t i m e  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  was r e c o g n i z e d ,  however, i f  o n l y  i n  a  
n e g a t i v e  way by  t h e  d e c r e e s  o u t l a w i n g  them, and  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e y  
were d e a l t  w i t h  -- e i t h e r  when t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  seemed calm 
enough t o  p e r m i t  c e r t a i n  l i b e r a l i t i e s ,  o r  when i t  was s o  g rave ,  a s  
l a s t  y e a r ,  t h a t  no o t h e r  r e c o u r s e  was a v a i l a b l e .  

Not o n l y  a t  t h e i r  b i r t h  b u t  a l s o  d u r i n g  t h e i r  two d e c a d e s  
of e x i s t e n c e  s o  f a r ,  Moroccan p a r t i e s  have d i f f e r e d  from t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  Wes te rn  p a r t y .  They have  neve r ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
of  t h e  Moroccan Communist P a r t y ,  f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  u s u a l  p o l i t i c a l  
spec t rum of  r i g h t i s t  o r  l e f t i s t  p o l i t i c s .  And t o d a y  t h e  p o i n t s  of  
d i s c o r d  between t h e  I s t i q l a l  ( Independence)  P a r t y  and i t s  c h i e f  
r i v a l ,  t h e  Democrat ic  Independence  P a r t y ,  a r e  more t h e  r e s u l t  of 
p e r s o n a l  f r i c t i o n  and d i s a g r e e m e n t s  o v e r  p a s t  a c t i v i t i e s  on b e h a l f  
of Moroccan independence  t h a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  

The c l e a v a g e  p o i n t  of a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  l a y  a t  a l l  t i m e s  
i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  F rench ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  Span i sh ,  
c o l o n i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  W i t h i n  e a c h  p a r t y  t h e r e  s t i l l  e x i s t  e l e m e n t s  
of  t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t ,  b u t  t h e  demand f o r  u n i t y  i n  t h e  f a c e  of what 
w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n a t i o n a l  danger  h a s  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  what  would be 
d i s p a r a t e  g r o u p s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
It r e m a i n s  t o  be s e e n  whe the r  c e n t r i f u g a l  f o r c e s  w i l l  n o t  soon b e g i n  
o p e r a t i n g  on t h e  p a r t i e s ,  however. 

Fur the rmore ,  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  s p l i t t i n g - u p  o f  Morocco by 
t r e a t y  c r e a t e d  r e g i o n a l  p a r t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  n a t i o n a l  ones.  The 
p a r t i e s  t h a t  f u n c t i o n e d  c l a n d e s t i n e l y  i n  one zone, and were f o c u s i n g  
t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  on one p a r t i c u l a r  o p p r e s s o r ,  o f t e n  found  i t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  u s e  t h e  same t a c t i c s  i n  a n o t h e r  zone, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e  of  one c o l o n i a l  power happened, a s  i t  o f t e n  d i d ,  t o  be opposed  
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t o  t h a t  of  t h e  o t h e r .  The N a t i o n a l  Reform P a r t y  i n  t h e  ex-Spanish  
zone i s  an  example. T h i s  y e a r  i t  f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  announcing  
t h a t  a s e c r e t  agreement  y e a r s  ago had  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  i t  would f u n c t i o n  
s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  b u t  t h a t  it h a d  a lways  r e a l l y  been  t h e  
I s t i q l a l .  C l e a r l y  I s t i q l a l  a g i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  ex-French zone i n  t h e  
' 3 0 ' s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  n B e r b e r  d a h i r n  ( e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e p a r a t e  
c o u r t s  f o r  t h e  " B e r b e r s n  and removin-m from t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  
t h e  Moroccan c e n t r a l  government) would have  meant l i t t l e  t o  Moroccans 
i n  t h e  e x r s p a n i s h  zone where problems were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  Although 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Reform P a r t y  now s a y s  t h a t  it was a lways  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  
i t  c e r t a i n l y  f u n c t i o n e d  as an i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r c e  d u r i n g  most of i t s  
l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  wart ime f l i r t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Axis powers. 
I n  Tang ie r  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, s t r e n g t h  h a s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  U n i t y  
and Independence  P a r t y ,  whose t i t l e  b e t r a y s  t h e  small I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Zone 's  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  l e f t  o u t  of  t h e  al l -Morocco p o l i t i c a l  p i c t u r e .  

I t  h a s  been  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Moroccan p a r t i e s  u n t i l  nou 
have e x i s t e d  i n  a k i n d  of  l imbo,  which does  n o t  a l l o w  one t o  s a y  
whether  t h e y  w i l l  deve lop  a l o n g  any p a r t i c u l a r  p a t h  -- c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  
r e a c t i o n a r y ,  f a s c i s t ,  s o c i a l i s t ,  o r  communist. For  most of  t h e  
p e o p l e  p a r t y  a c t i v i t y  i s  a c o m p l e t e l y  new e x p e r i e n c e ,  Un l ike  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  t h e  c l a n ,  o r  t h e  t r i b e  towhich  t h e y  have  be longed b e f o r e ,  
a l l  o f  which sough t  t o  defend a common h e r i t a g e  from t h e  u p s e t s  
and d a n g e r s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by e x t e r n a l  change, t h e  p a r t y  t r i e s  t o  
spre.ad t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  new p r i n c i p l e s  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  p r o g r e s s  
of  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Membership i n  a  t r i b e  i s  a b i r t h r i g h t ,  and a l m o s t  
a l l  Moroccans have t i e s  t o  some h e r e d i t a r y  s u p r a f a m i l y  grouping;  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i s  a v o l u n t a r y  a c t  which r e q u i r e s  
fa i th ,  h i t h e r t o  r e s e r v e d  f o r  o t h e r - w o r l d l y  ma t t e r s ,  and r e a s o n .  Only 
one p o l i t i c a l  movement i n  Morocco w a s  a  c l a n l i k e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and 
t h a t  was t h e  a r t i f i c i a l l y  a r o u s e d  Movement of  O p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Pashas  and Caids ,  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Glawi and a  few f e u d a l  l o r d s .  
T h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  p r e s e r v e  p r i v i l e g e  and t h e  s t a t u s  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e i r  s h o r t - l i v e d  e f f o r t s  ended n b i t t e r  
f a i l u r e .  

=? and 

The most i m p o r t a n t  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p a r t y  i n  Morocco 
t o d a y  i s  w i t h o u t  doubt  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y .  It commands t h e  a l l e -  
g i a n c e  of a n  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p e o p l e ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  
c l o s e s t  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n ,  and i t s  l e a d e r s  a r e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  n a t i o n a l  c o a l i t i o n  government.  Because o f  t h i s  
predominance it h a s  been s e l e c t e d  as  a model f o r  Moroccan p a r t i e s ,  
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t s  development  and i t s  r o l e  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l i f e .  

The I a t i q l a l  was born  l a t e  i n  1943 and now, w i t h  t h i r t e e n  
y e a r s  b e h i n d  it,  h a s  a l r e a d y  had t h e  l o n g e s t  c o n t i n u o u s  l i f e  o f  
any Moroccan p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  A t  t h e  t ime  of i t 8  founding i t  was 
a p a r t y  o f  c a d r e s ,  w i t h  a committee o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  as i t s  n u c l e u s .  
Around t h e  committee were  grouped n o t a b l e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  f i g u r e s ,  and 
businessmen,  b u t  i t  s o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  no c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  masses.  

A t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  war, i n  October  1945, t h e  I s t i q l a l  



unde rwen t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e  time h a d  come f o r  a c t i o n .  The b a s i c  e l e m e n t  was c o n s t i t u t e d  
by t h e  j emXta ,  which  means f lassemblyt l  b u t  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  
a c t u a l  s e t u p  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  i s  b e s t  t r a n s l a t e d  as  The c e l l  
o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  was a g r o u p i n g  of a l i m i t e d  number o f  members, 
u s u a l l y  b y  p r o f e s s i o n .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  number was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t e n  
o r  f i f t e e n .  Whenthe  g r o u p i n g  was n o t  by p r o f e s s i o n  i t  was by 
ne ighbo rhood .  Younger members s t i l l  i n  s c h o o l  were  g r o u p e d  w i t h  a 
t e a c h e r  whose j o b  it was t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  as w e l l  as 
t h e  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p u p i l s .  G r a d u a l l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  c e l l  was p r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e l l  a n d  seems 
t o  h a v e  p r e v a i l e d  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  r e a s o n a b l e  n o r m a l i t y .  Group ing  by 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a l l o w e d  c o n v e n i e n t  e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g s  a t  a  f r i e n d ' s  
house  whe re  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e c t u r e  and  t h e  r e a d i n g  of  t h e  p a r t y  
newspaper  c o u l d  be  b r o k e n  b y  humor, l i g h t  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  
r a d i o .  C o n v e r s e l y  i n  more  t r o u b l e d  t i m e s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e l l  
h a d  a d v a n t a g e s ;  s e c r e t  wa tchwords  a n d  b o y c o t t  i n j u n c t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  
p a s s e d  w i t h i n  a f a c t o r y  w i t h o u t  a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n  o r  r u n n i n g  
undue r i s k s .  I n  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s , w h e r e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was l e s s  
f o r m a l  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e  h a r d e r  t o  e n f o r c e ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e l l  
o f t e n  was a s i m p l e  c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a r t i s a n s  o r  t h e  l i k e ,  i n d i s t i n g -  
u i s h a b l e  f rom a n y  o r d i n a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

The c e l l  c o n t a i n s  a n  o f f i c e  w i t h  a s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r ,  
and  i s  d i r e c t e d  by a l e a d e r  (mus i  :Y;~I The m u s i y y e r  mus t  be a n  
e d u c a t e d  man b e c a u s e  h i s  p r i n c i p a  u n c t i o n s  a r e  g i v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
l e c t u r e s ,  o r g a n i z i n g  comments on t h e  p a r t y  o r g a n s ,  and  t e a c h i n g  
r e a d i n g  and  w r i t i n g .  I n  t h i s  way t h e  c e l l  s e r v e s  as a  n i g h t  s c h o o l  
f o r  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  h a s  now been  p u t  i n t o  
p r a c t i c e  on a  n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  by t h e  new I s t i q l a l - d o m i n a t e d  gov- 
e rnmen t .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p a r t y ' s  h i s t o r y  -- a r o u n d  1947 when p o l i t -  
i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  we re  r e a s o n a b l y  f a v o r a b l e  -- t h e  number o f  members 
i n  a s i n g l e  c e l l  r o s e  t o  as many a s  t h i r t y ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  o u t l a w i n g  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1952  s e c u r i t y  c a u s e d  t h e  number t o  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  
f rom t h r e e  t o  f i v e ,  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c e l l s  became t h e  r u l e .  

The e d u c a t i v e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c e l l  i s  one of i t s  most  impor -  
t a n t  f u n c t i o n s .  An e x c e l l e n t  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  f u r n i s h e d  by  an  e x t r a c t  
f r o m  t h e  B u l l e t i n  i n t e r i e u r  de  l l I s t i q l a l ,  as  q u o t e d  i n '  one o f  t h e  
p a r t y 1  s newspape r s ,  A 1  I s t i q l a l :  

"The c e l l ,  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  I s t i q l a l  
F a r t y ,  i s  a s c h o o l  d e v o t e d  t o  f o r m i n g  t h e  c i t i z e n . "  

The a r t i c l e  g o e s  on t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  h a s  a l w a y s  c o n s i d e r e d  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  w e e k l y  c e l l  m e e t i n g s  o b l i g a t o r y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  impor-  
t a n c e  o f  t h e  c i v i c  f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  t h e r e .  L e a r n i n g  a n d  s e l f -  
improvement  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  p a t r i o t i c  d u t i e s  and  l i t e r a c y  a s  a 
t r e a s u r e  which  h a s  been  k e p t  from t h e  p e o p l e  by t h e  c o l o n i a l i s t  
o p p r ~ s s o r s .  

" S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
A l g e r i a  i n  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o l i t i c s  have  
f a v o r e d  a n a l p h a b e t i s m  and  f a i t h  i n  o b s c u r e  myths  f o r  t h e  



c o u n t r i e s  t h e y  were occupying ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
p e o p l e s  [ o f  t h e  occup ied  c o u n t r i e s ]  o u t s i d e  t h e  main- 
s t r e a m  of  l i f e ,  wander ing  i n  t h e  d e s e r t s  o f  i g n o r a n c e  
and s p e n d i n g  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  each  o t h e r . "  

The p a r t y  p r i d e s  i t s e l f  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many o f  i t s  
l e a d e r s  have  come from i t s  own " f r e e   school^,^ and t h a t  i t  h a s  
formed " c i t i z e n s  u s e f u l  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  a  goodly  number o f  whom, 
h a v i n g  no d ip loma and hav ing  n e v e r  t a k e n  an  examina t ion ,  were  a b l e  
t o  r a i s e  themselves t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  t h i n k i n g  e 1 i t e . n  

The c e l l  s c h o o l ,  a p a r t  f rom g i v i n g  a b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  t o  
t h e  p e o p l e ,  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  comple te  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of  t h o s e  
who have  gone t h r o u g h  t h e  F rench-o rgan ized  s c h o o l  sys tem,  f o r  n t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n  g i v e n  them g e n e r a l l y  h a s  s e r i o u s  l a c u n a e  and t r a c e s  o f  
p o i s o n i n g , "  The p a r t y C t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  knowledge o f  
such  g r a d u a t e s  c a n  o n l y  be p u t  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  a 
c o u r s e  of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  d i r e c t e d  b y  i t .  

The a r t i c l e  c o n c l u d e s  by s t r e s s i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  c e l l  m e e t i n g s  and f o r  u n f l a g g i n g  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e s e  t e rms :  

"The s u c c e s s  of p a r t y  s c h o o l s  depends  e s s e n t i a l l y  
on t h e  a c t i v i t y  of i t s  d i s c i p l e s ,  t h e i r  a s s i d u o u s n e s s  a t  
m e e t i n g s ,  and t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and 
t e a c h i n g s ,  which t h e y  d i s c u s s  and  d i g e s t  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  
p a t r i o t i s m  may be b a s e d  on f a i t h  and n o t  s i m p l y  on a 
c o p i e d  a t t i t u d e .  

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  t h e  p a r t y  f a c e s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  c r i s i s  i n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  and i t s  r e i t e r a t e d  a p p e a l s  , f o r  
s e l f - e f f  acement ,  work, and s a c r i f i c e  show i t s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  i n t e r e s t  may slacken now t h a t  t h e  
independence  which h a s  been t h e  p a r t y ' s  r a i s o n  d 1 6 t r e  h a s  b e e n  won. 
The uncompromising n a t u r e  o f  t h e  party's-  on t h e '  i ndependence  
q u e s t i o n ,  and i t s  r e f u s a l  t o  have any o t h e r  p l a t f o r m  t h a n  " inde -  
p e n d e n c e j W  gave i t  s t r e n g t h  and u n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
d i f f i c u l t  y e a r s ;  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  same s ing le -mindedness  which h a s  
now made i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e d e f i n e  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  and p r e s e n t  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t ime  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  program d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  more t e c h -  
n i c a l  and  o f t e n  more k n o t t y  s e c o n d a r y  problems.  

An a n a l y s i s  of t h e  58  s i g n e r s  of t h e  J a n u a r y  19h4 m a n i f e s t o  
s,,dws how g r e a t  was t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h e  make-up o f  
t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h a t  t ime .  E i g h t e e n  s i g n e r s  were t e a c h e r s  and t e n  were 
d o c t o r s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  law ( ' u l ema) ;  twe lve  were judges ,  government 
o f f i c i a l s ,  o r  l a w y e r s ,  and e i g h t  were merchants ;  t h e  o t h e r s  were 
s c a t t e r e d  among d i f f e r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n s .  During t h e  r i o t s  t h a t  
accompanied t h e  1944 m a n i f e s t o  many of  t h e s e  s i g n e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  
went i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  and l e d  t h e  p e o p l e .  I n  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  



of 19.5'2 t h e y  no l o n g e r  d i d  s o ;  by t h e n  t h e y  were  a b l e  t o  r e l y  on a 
w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  n u c l e u s  of d e m o n s t r a t o r s  l e d  b y  c e l l  c h i e f s  t r a i n e d  
f o r  t h i s  pu rpose .  The e s s e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  demons t ra -  
t i o n s  l a y  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  t h e  meant ime t h e  I s t i q l a l  had  become 
a p o p u l a r  p a r t y ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  i t s  s u c c e s s  was due t o  t h e  
s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  e x e r c i s e d  o v e r  p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  by l e s s e r  l e a d e r s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  war ,  u n t i l  1947 ,  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  
p a r t y  was r e s t r i c t e d  and  was accompanied  b y  a n  i n t e n s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
e f f o r t ,  A s  soon  as one  g r o u p  was formed and  " g r a d u a t e d , "  a n o t h e r  
was a d m i t t e d  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  r e p e a t e d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  a t t r a c t  a 
l a r g e  number o f  u n s t a b l e  o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  f o l l o w e r s  t h e  p a r t y  p r e -  
f e r r e d  t o  f o r m  a c o r e  of p o l i t i c a l l y - c o n s c i o u s ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  shock  
w o r k e r s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s ,  however ,  was s low  a n d  u n r e w a r d i n g  t o  some 
o f  t h e  more dynamic p a r t y  s p i r i t s .  And when, i n  1947 ,  some r e l a x i n g  
o f  F r e n c h  R e s i d e n t i a l  a u t h o r i t y  was e v i d e n t  and  i t  seemed t h a t  
p r o g r e s s  t o w a r d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  m i g h t  be made i n  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  c a u t i o n  
was abandoned .  Members we re  e n r o l l e d  i n  l a r g e  numbers -- s o  many 
t h a t  t h e i r  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  same 
c a r e  as b e f o r e .  T h i s  mass e n r o l l m e n t  o c c u r r e d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t  a 
t i m e  when t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  wave o f  p o s t w a r  i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  
was t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  a n d  when many u n s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  h a d  begun t o  
work i n  t h e  booming i n d u s t r i e s  o f  C a s a b l a n c a .  Such a c t i o n  p r e s a g e d  
a l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t a n d a r d s  and  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a r o u n d  
195'1, t h e  I s t i q l a l  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c a r e f u l l y - d i r e c t e d  p o l i c i e s  
of i t s  i n n e r  g r o u p  m i g h t  be wrecked  b y  demands f o r  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  
f rom t h e  newer,  p o l i t i c a l l y - i g n o r a n t  members who were  o f t e n  f a n n e d  
by t h e  s l i g h t e s t  b r e e z e s  o f  f a n a t i c i s m  and  demagoguery,  

The d e c i s i o n  was t h e n  t a k e n  t o  n p u r g e n  t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  
i n d i r e c t l y  a n d  b l o o d l e s s l y .  Many c e l l s ,  o f  d o u b t f u l  q u a l i t y  o r  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  o r t h o d o x y ,  we re  l e f t  on t h e i r  own, and  c e l l  l e a d e r s  
were  o r d e r e d  n o t  t o  convoke  m e e t i n g s .  Many o f  t h e s e  f o r m a t i o n s  
d i e d  a n a t u r a l  d e a t h ,  f o r  a t  a l l  t i m e s  an e f f o r t  was needed  t o  
k e e p  a t t e n d a n c e  up; o t h e r s ,  however ,  composed o f  a m b i t i o u s  o r  
p o l i t i c a l l y - c o n s c i o u s  f i g u r e s ,  c o n t i n u e d  by t h e m s e l v e s  and ,  w h i l e  
somet imes  m a i n t a i n i n g  a t e n u o u s  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y ,  became i n  f a c t  
autonomous p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  w a s  t h e s e  g r o u p s  which,  
a f t e r  t h e  a b d u c t i o n  of  t h e  S u l t a n  i n  1 9 5 3  b r o u g h t  m a t t e r s  t o  a 
head ,  p a s s e d  f i r s t  t o  t e r r o r i s m ,  and  i t  was t h e y  who formed  t h e  
h e a r t  of  such  a s s o c i a t i o n s  as t h e  Black Hand, t h e  B lack  C r e s c e n t ,  
a n d  o t h e r s ,  whose a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  more o f t e n  r e s e m b l e d  Chicago  
gang w a r f a r e  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 ' s  t h a n  a r e s i s t a n c e  movement. A l though  
t h e s e  r a c k e t e e r i n g  g r o u p s  we re  k e e p i n g  C a s a b l a n c a  i n  a s t a t e  o f  
alarm as l a t e  as t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1956, t h e y  have  b e e n  d i savowed by 
t h e  S u l t a n ,  b y  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  by t h e  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n ,  and b y  a l l  
o t h e r  l e g i t i m a t e  a c  t i o n - g r o u p s .  The r e c e n t  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o l i c e  
power t o  Moroccan h a n d s  seems t o  have  a i d e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  e l i m -  
i n a t i n g  them. 

P a y i n g  d u e s  h a s  a l w a y s  been  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  p a r t y  
members, a n d  as a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n s o c i a l n  n a t u r e  of  t h e  p a r t y  



t h e  m o u n t  i s  a s s e s s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  member's f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g .  
The poor  a r e  exempt, ave rage  dues  f o r  a l a b o r e r  r u n  a b o u t  1 0 0  f r a n c s  
($0.28) a month up t o  more t h a n  1,000 f r a n c s  f o r  t t ~ s e  b e t t e r  o f f ,  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  r e g u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  p a r t y  f i n a n c e s  were 
b u t t r e s s e d  by s p e c i a l  l e v i e s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  d a r k  days  o f  1952-55. Ex t remely  e f f e c t i v e  b o y c o t t s ,  o r  worse  
punishments ,  were  c a r r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  w e a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s  who were  
u n p a t r i o t i c  enough t o  r e s i s t  t h e s e  a p p e a l s  f o r  f u n d s ,  

The I s t i q l a l  was t h e  f i r s t  p a r t y  i n  Morocco t o  e x t e n d  
i t s  c o n t r o l  t o  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  s u b s i d i a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  a t h e o -  
r e t i c a l l y  n o n p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  and i n  s o  do ing  i t  much s t r e n g t h -  
ened  i t s  p o s i t i o n  as t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  l e a d i n g  f o r c e ,  Among i t s  n f r o n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s n  were ,  and a r e ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Former S t u d e n t s  
i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  c i t i e s ,  whose r a n k s  a r e  s w e l l e d  e a c h  y e a r  by new 
g r a d u a t i o n s ;  and t h e  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  Casab lanca  and 
Rabat ,  whose d i r e c t o r s  and membership be long  a l m o s t  -- i n  t o t o  t o  t h e  
p a r t y .  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  saw e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  key g roups  were y o u t h  and 
s p o r t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  1944 t h e  
Naja S p o r t s  Club of Fes took  a p rominen t  p a r t ,  and  by now a l m o s t  
e v e r y  s p o r t s  c l u b  i n  Morocco i s  I s t i q l a l - d i r e c t e d  and - o r i e n t e d ,  
S c o u t i n g  w a s  l i k e w i s e  used. Two main g r o u p s  of  s c o u t s  now e x i s t :  
t h e  Royal  S c o u t s ,  unde r  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  and t h e r e f o r e  
o f  a n  a p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e ,  and t h e  H a s s a n i  S c o u t s  -- named f o r  t h e  
Crown P r i n c e  Mulay Hassan -- formed by t h e  I s t i q l a l .  The H a s s a n i  
S c o u t s  were ou t l awed  i n  ex-French Morocco when t h e i r  h e a d  s i g n e d  
t h e  1944 m a n i f e s t o ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e d  c o v e r t l y  t h e r e  and  open ly  i n  
Tang ie r .  The a t t r a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  w i e l d s  i s  shown by  t h e  
g r e a t e r  Q c l a t  i n  d r e s s  and s p i r i t  m a n i f e s t e d  by t h e  H a s s a n i  S c o u t s  
i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  pe r fo rmances ,  

The s c o u t  movement i n  Morocco, u n l i k e  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  
Western c o u n t r i e s ,  g roups  young men o f  a l l  a g e s  up t o  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  
and t h e  median membership age  i s  much h i g h e r  t h a n  would be e x p e c t e d  
f o r  such  an a s s o c i a t i o n .  Members o f  t h e  t r o o p  a c t  as u n o f f i c i a l  
p o l i c e  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  during p a r a d e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  and p u b l i c  
e v e n t s ,  and  l a t e  i n  1955  when t h e  p o l i c e  had  a l m o s t  c e a s e d  t o  func -  
t i o n  i n  t h e  t u r m o i l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l  t h e y  were  p r i m a r i l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  ma in tenance  o f  l a w  and  o r d e r  among t h e  Noroccan 
p o p u l a t i o n .  Another  s c o u t l i k e  group,  t h e  Young Moroccans,  was 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1946 i n  Casab lanca  by t h e  I s t i q l a l ;  i t  d e v o t e d  i t s e l f  
among o t h e r  t a s k s  t o  t o u r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i v e  p l a y l e t s  
aimed a t  t h e  c o u n t r y  p e o p l e  and emphas iz ing  t h e  shame o f  i l l i t e r a c y ,  
r i d i c u l i n g  d runkenness  and s e l f i s h  b e h a v i o r  -- i n  sum s p r e a d i n g  t h e  
I s t i q l a l  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  g o s p e l  t o  remote  r u r a l  a r e a s  where 
d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  was s e v e r e l y  c e n s o r e d  by t h e  French .  

A f i n a l  s u b s i d i a r y  o r g a n  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  l a y  i n  t h e  n f r e e  
 school^,^ p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  and f i n a n c e d  by t h e  p a r t y ,  
g i v i n g  a p r i m a r y  and  i n  same c a s e s  a s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  
s o n s  of  p a r t y  members and a  town e l i t e .  A f t e r  t h e  d i s s o l v i n g  of  
t h e  p a r t y  i n  December 1952,  t h e y  were removed from i t s  c o n t r o l  
and  p l a c e d  under  t h e  O f f i c e  of  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n .  They a r e  now 
a g a i n  i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  new Morocco i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  



r o l e  w i l l  n o t  be  wha t  i t  was b e f o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  Muhammad a1 F a s s i ,  h i i n s e l f  a n  
I s t i q l a l  l e a d e r ,  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  
s y s t e m  much o f  t h e i r  p rogram a n d  a t t i t u d e s .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  p a r t y  p r o p e r l y  b e g i n s  l o n g  
b e f o r e  i t s  o f f i c i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  e m o t i o n a l  f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  man who i s  i t s  head ,  
A l l a l  a1 F a s s i .  A d e v o u t  Muslim f rom a s e r i o u s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  
f a m i l y  o f  F e s  ( h i s  f a t h e r  was a t e a c h e r  ( ' a l e m )  a t  t h e  famous 
Q a r a w i y i n  U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  h e  s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c a p i t a l  a s  a 
yo11ng man. I n  b e t w e e n  two a r r e s t s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  he  
managed t o  p a s s  h i s  l a s t  e x a n i n a t i o n s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  t i t l e  o f  I a l e m  
a t  t h e  a g e  o f  24 ( i n  1 9 3 0 ) ,  b u t  when h e  r e f u s e d  t o  s i g n  a  f o r m r  
engagement  t o  " c a r r y  o u t  a l l  t h e  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  government  and  obey  
i t  a t  a l l  t i m e s , "  h e  was d e n i e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  h e  
t a u g h t  u n o f f i c i c l l y  a n d  h i s  c o u r s e s ,  wh ich  i n c l u d e d  a new b i o g r a p h y  
o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  Muhammad, a t t r a c t e d  a l a r g e  f o l l o w i n g  f rom t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  o f  Fes .  A f t e r  a h u r r i e d  v i s i t  t o  P a r i s ,  h i s  f i r s t  t o  
t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  h e  became a member o f  t h e  Moroccan A c t i o n  
Commit tee  i n  1935.  A r r e s t e d  a n d  r e l e a s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  
h e  .;as e x i l e d  i n  1 9 3 7  a f t e r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  I n  Khemis se t ,  t o  s p e n d  
n i n e  y e a r s  i n  F r e n c h  West A f r i c a  where  h e  f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d  F r e n c h ,  
which  h e  h a d  a l w a y s  r e f u s e d  t o  speak  i n  Morocco.  

Dur ing  h i s  e x i l e  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  war 
n a t i o n a l i s m  was r e l a t i v e l y  dormant .  But t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  F rench  
d e f e a t  o f  1 9 4 0  a n d  t h e  American l a n d i n g s  i n  Morocco i n  November 1942  
were  d e e p l y  f e l t .  It was i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 4 3  t h a t  t h e  famous p r i v a t e  
m e e t i n g  be tween  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  and t h e  S u l t a n  t ook  p l a c e  -- 
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  R e s i d e n t ,  a s  t h e  s o v e r e i g n ' s  K i n i s t e r  
o f  F o r e i g n  Affa i rs ,  was n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  f o r e i g n  
h e a d  o f  s t a t e .  R e p o r t s  o f  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  i n  which  R o o s e v e l t  
was r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  g i v e n  encou ragemen t  t o  Moroccan i n d e p e n d e n c e  
hopes ,  s w e p t  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  made t h e  S u l t a n ,  p e r h a p s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,  a r e a l l y  p o p u l a r  f i g u r e .  The n a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t i e s  drew new 
b r e a t h  a n d  a  g roup  of  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  o f  A l l a l  a 1  F a s s i  -- h e a d e d  by 
t h e  young, u r b a n e ,  F r e n c h - e d u c a t e d  Ahned B a l a f r e j ,  s c i o n  of a n  
u p p e r - c l a s s  R a b a t  f a m i l y  which  h a d  come f r o m  A n d a l u s i a  o r i g i n a l l y  -- 
fo rmed  a new p a r t y ,  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y ,  which  was a n  o u t g r o w t h  of 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  A c t i o n  Commit tee .  

The f i rs t  o f f i c i a l  a c t  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  was  t o  p r e s e n t  
on J a n u a r y  11, 1944 ,  a m a n i f e s t o  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  R e s i d e n t ,  and 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A l l i e d  Governments  i n  Morocco. The 
m a n i f e s t o  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  Morocco and  p a i d  a l l e g i a n c e  
t o  " l i b e r t y ,  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  
s o c i e t y ,  a d d i n g  t h a t :  

* I t  i s  o n l y  l i b e r t y  which  makes men c a p a b l e  o f  
e n j o y i n g  l i b e r t y ;  t h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  more e x a c t  t h a n  i t s  
o p p o s i t e ,  t o  wai t  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  o b t a i n  it." 



No answer was r e c e i v e d  f rom a n y  of  t h e  a d d r e s s e e s  o f  t h e  
m a n i f e s t o  and  t h e  F rench  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Morocco, o u t r a g e d  by t h i s  
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  r i g h t s ,  worked i t s e l f  i n t o  a  p a n i c .  The I s t i q l a l  
t h o u g h t  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i s s u e  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  
r e s o r t  t o  v i o l e n c e  t o  a t t a i n  i t s  aims, b u t  i n  v a i n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  q u e l l  
t h e  a l a r m  of t h e  c o l o n s ,  a p r e t e x t  of m i l i t a r y  s e c u r i t y  was i n v o k e d  
and B a l a f r e j ,   yama and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were a r r e s t e d .  
The a r r e s t s  l e d  t o  r i o t s  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s ,  and  t h e s e  i n  t u r n  
t o  f u r t h e r  a r r e s t s .  The p a t t e r n  of 1937  was r e p e a t e d  and  e s t a b l i s h e d  
as a model f o r  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  n e x t  decade .  B a l a f r e j ,  now 
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Moroccan Government, was e x i l e d  t o  C o r s i c a ;  
Buabid, now Ambassador t o  F r a n c e ,  was h e l d  i n  j a i l  u n t i l  1946; Lyazid i  
and some of  t h e  o t h e r s  were g i v e n  l i g h t e r  s e n t e n c e s .  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1945, it was L y a z i d i  who a p p e a l e d  
t o  t h e  San  F r a n c i s c o  Conference ,  a s k i n g  f o r  Moroccan independence  
and i t s  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  Na t ions ,  c i t i n g  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  
made by Moroccan t r o o p s  i n  t h e  war and t h e  welcome g i v e n  t h e  A l l i e d  
f o r c e s  by t h e  p e o p l e .  The a p p e a l  marked a change  i n  I s t i q l a l  
p o l i c y :  i t  h a d  gone o v e r  t h e  head  of t h e  French  government and  
a d d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  t o  wor ld  c o n s c i e n c e .  It was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a 
s e r i e s  o f  such  p l e a s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e n  y e a r s .  

A s e r i o u s  v i o l a t i o n  of Moroccan s o v e r e i g n t y  was committed 
by t h e  F r e n c h  government  i n  1945,  i n  a l l o t t i n g  t h r e e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  
new F r e n c h  N a t i o n a l  Assembly t o  t h e  French  of Morocco. R e l a t i o n s  
improved,  however,  i n  1946 w i t h  t h e  appo in tmen t  of a more l i b e r a l  
R e s i d e n t ,  and t h e  I s t i q l a l  p r e s e n t e d  him w i t h  a r e p o r t  which 
compla ined  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  l i b e r t i e s ,  o f  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  numerous o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and above a l l  of t h e  ma in tenance  ( s i n c e  
1 9 1 4 )  o f  a  s t a t e  o f  s i e g e  t h r o u g h o u t  Morocco. 

B a l a f r e j  had  r e t u r n e d  from C o r s i c a ,  and Al la l  a 1  F a s s i  
from West A f r i c a  i n  1946, under  t h e  new p o l i c y  o f  r e l a x a t i o n ,  arid 
t n e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a s  t h e n  c o n s t i t u t e d  r emained  i n  b e i n g  w i t h  
o n l y  minor  c h a n g e s  u n t i l  now. The Moroccan Independence  P a r t y ,  
f a v o r i n g  a  r e p u b l i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  monarchy, f o u n d  most  o f  i t s  
s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  i t s  mass a p p e a l  w a s  v e r y  low; 
t h e  Moroccan Communist P a r t y  o p e r a t e d  openly ,  b u t  w i t h  n e g l i g i b l e  
s u c c e s s ,  f rom 1946-52; t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  h a d  i t s  
own p a r t i e s ,  o f t e n  e n g r o s s e d  i n  p e t t y  Span i sh  p o l i t i c s .  But it  
was t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  w i t h  i t s  dynamic l e a d e r s  and i t s  s i m p l e  program 
of "no program e x c e p t  independence , "  which was a l r e a d y  dominant ;  
and  i t s  dominance h a s  grown from t h e n  on u n t i l  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
e s t i m a t e  o f  i t s  membership t o d a y  encompasses  more t h a n  75 p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  a  wide  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  v iews ,  t h e  
I s t i q l a l  p u t  o u t  i n  1946 t h e  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l i s t  p a p e r  of  any s t a t u r e  
i n  Morocco, A 1  A l z  (The F l a g ) ,  a d a i l y ,  and i n  1947 began  t o  p u b l i s h  
a weekly i n  F r e n c h .  Al though t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  A 1  A l =  ( a b o u t  
7,000 b e f o r e  t h e  o u t l a w i n g  of  t h e  p a r t y  i n  1952)  was a lways  s m a l l ,  
i t  r e a c h e d  a  much l a r g e r  a u d i e n c e  i n  r e a l i t y ,  f o r  i t  was p a s s e d  from 
hand t o  hand and r e a d  by one l i t e r a t e  r e a d e r  t o  g r o u p s  s u r r o u n d i n g  



him i n  c a f e s  and m a r k e t  p l a c e s .  

The y e a r  1947 saw t h e  S u l t a n ' s  famous v i s i t  t o  Tang ie r ,  
where h e  f e l t  he  would b e  abbe t o  speak  w i t h  more freedom t h a n  i n  
t h e  French  Zone. H i s  speech ,  p r a i s i n g  t h e  Arab League and  o m i t t i n k  
a l a u d a t o r y  p a r a g r a p h  a b o u t  France ,  w a s  such  a bombshel l  t h a t  i t  
c a u s e d  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  R e s i d e n t  Labonne and b r o u g h t  Marshal  J u i n  
on t h e  scene .  I t  marked t h e  end of  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  c o n c e s s i o n s  by  
t h e  French ,  and f o r  t h e  I s t i q l a l  i t  was a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  a s  w e l l .  
The p a r t y  saw i t s  hopes  o f  e a r l y  independence  dashed ,  and i t  s e t t l e d  
down t o  a l o n g  s t r u g g l e  of  p a s s i v e  r e s i s t a n c e  and  nonco-opera t ion .  
The p e r i o d  1947-53 w a s  marked by a  s t e a d y  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  
between t h e  F rench  a u t h o r i t i e s  and t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  by an  e v e r  g r e a t e r  
p o p u l a r i t y  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  among t h e  p e o p l e .  The S u l t a n ,  o f f i c i a l l y  
a l o o f ,  was w e l l  known f o r  h i s  sympa th ie s  w i t h  t h e  I s t i q l a l  and 
m a i n t a i n e d  an i n f o r m a l  c o n t a c t  t h r o u g h  h i s  son ,  Mulay Hassan, who 
was g l o r i f i e d  by p a r t y  p u b l i c i t y  a s  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a l .  

The l a s t  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  I s t i q f a l  on an o f f i c i a l  p l a n e  was 
i n  t h e  1948 e l e c t i o n s ,  when e l e v e n  p a r t y  members and f o u r  p a r t y  
s y m p a t h i z e r s  were e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Chambers o f  Commerce and I n d u s t r y  
and t h e  Second C o l l e g e  of  t h e  Moroccan S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Counc i l  of 
Government ( b o t h  o f  t h e s e  a d v i s o r y  b o d i e s  w i t h  no l e g i s l a t i v e  
power).  The Res idency,  a l a rmed  by  t h e  p a r t y ' s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  semi- 
o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s ,  f o r c e d  a showdown t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  and s to rmy  
words were exchanged between J u i n  and  t h e  I s t i q l a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  t h e  Counci l ;  t h e  l a t t e r  l e f t  and b o y c o t t e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
T h i s  b r o u g h t  a  demand from t h e  R e s i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  f o r m a l l y  
disavow t h e  p a r t y ,  and under  t h r e a t s  o f  removal  and p o s s i b l e  
b loodshed  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  he  a g r e e d  t o  do s o ,  w h i l e  l e t t i n g  it be 
known t h a t  h i s  hand had been f o r c e d .  

The I s t i q l a l  answer t o  t h i s  e v i c t i o n  from " r e s p e c t a b l e "  
p o l ' i t i c a l  l i f e  was twofo ld :  i t  i n t e n s i f i e d  i t s  a c t i o n  among t h e  
p e o p l e ,  and  i n  A p r i l  1 9 5 1  i t  s i g n e d  a p a c t  i n  Tang ie r  forming a 
N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  F r o n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  Democrat ic  Independence  
P a r t y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Reform P a r t y ,  and t h e  U n i t y  and Independence 
P a r t y .  A l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  swore t o  f i g h t  f o r  independence  and t o  
r e f u s e  membership i n  t h e  French  Union. No o t h e r  g o a l  was t o  be  
s o u g h t  u n t i l  i ndependence  was a r e a l i t y ,  and no n e g o t i a t i o n  p e r m i t t e d  
w i t h  t h e  French  u n t i l  t h e n .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y  t h e  Moroccan Communist 
P a r t y  was e x c l u d e d  from t h e  n a t i o n a l  f r o n t .  The f r o n t  f u n c t i o n e d  
e f f e c t i v e l y  enough d u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r  and a  h a l f  t o  a l l o w  
Morocco ' s  c a s e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Uni t ed  N a t i o n s  i n  1 9 5 1  
and 1952. Much of t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e s e  s u c c e s s e s  c a n  be l a i d  t o  
t h e  I s t i q l a l l s  o v e r s e a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  New 
Pork  and Washington.  A l a r g e - s c a l e  p u b l i c i t y  campaign was under-  
t a k e n ,  and t h o u s a n d s  of  b r o c h u r e s  were d i r e c t e d  a t  i n f l u e n t i a l  
segments  of American p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  F o r  t h e  December 1952 d i s -  
c u s s i o n  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  Na t ions ,  a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  
came t o  Mew York, r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  member p a r t i e s ,  w h i l e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
b e f o r e  t h a t  A l l a l  a 1  F a s s i  had  t o u r e d  S c a n d i n a v i a  and  L a t i n  America 
on b e h a l f  o f  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  His s u c c e s s e s  i n  B r a z i l ,  where he 
c a p t i v a t e d  t h e  p r e s s  and l e g i s l a t o r s  a l i k e  apd o r g a n i z e d  fund-  
r a i s i n g  campaigns,  were e s p e c i a l l y  no tewor thy ,  



It was a t  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  s e r i o u s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  
C a s a b l a n c a  on December 7 and 8, 1952, b r o u g h t  t h i s  e l a b o r a t e  
s t r u c t u r e  t o  a  h a l t  and d rove  t h e  p a r t y  t e m p o r a r i l y  underground.  
I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  some o b s e r v e r s  have  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  
o f  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  and t h e i r  f r e q u e n t  
s o j o u r n s  a b r o a d  had d e p r i v e d  t h e  massis of t h e  t o p - l e v e l  gu idance  
needed a t  home; s e c o n d a r y  l e a d e r s ,  t h e y  say,  were  unab le ,  i n  t h e  
p i n c h ,  t o  p r e v e n t  r i o t i n g  and b loodshed  by t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s .  But 
t h e  I s t i q l a l  had  a lways  p r e f e r r e d  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  a  s o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  
t h e  m o r a l  power o f  t h e  UN, and  h a d  s e n t  t h e  b e s t  men o u t  of  t h e  
c o u n t r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  conv ince  w o r l d  o p i n i o n  of t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  
o f  i t s  c a u s e .  I n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y ' s  b e l i e f  i n  n o n v i o l e n c e  
t h i s  was t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n  t h e y  c o u l d  e n v i s a g e .  It  w a s  
o n l y  when t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  of  t h e  S u l t a n  i n  August 1953  removed t h e  
l a s t  hope  o f  a  n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  France  t h a t  t h e y ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  a l l  s h a d e s  o f  n a t i o n a l  o p i n i o n ,  t u r n e d  t o  d i r e c t ,  comba t ive  
a c t i o n .  I n  1955 when t h i s  w r i t e r  t a l k e d  t o  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  j u s t  
a f t e r  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  from a s s i g n e d  r e s i d e n c e  i n  s o u t h e r n  Morocco, 
t hey  s t i l l  spoke  w i t h  n o s t a l g i c  b i t t e r n e s s  of t h e i r  hopes  i n  t h e  
UN and t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e i r  d e c e p t i o n .  The I s t i q l a l  s h o u l d  
b e  g i v e n  c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  c o n f i d e n c e  s o  l o n g  m a i n t a i n e d ,  b u t  i t  
s h o u l d  be  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  a  p o p u l a r  song o f  1 9 5 6  s a y s :  

"It was w i t h  o u r  guns and b u l l e t s  t h a t  we won; 
It was w i t h  o u r  bombs and k n i v e s  t h a t  we became f r e e , "  

A more c v n i c a l  v iew i s  t h a t  e l e m e n t a r y  p rudence  d i c t a t e d  
t h e  p o l i c y  of  k e e p i n g  t h e  b e s t  men o u t s i d e  t h e  r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  F rench  
p o l i c e .  Knowing t h a t  a crackdown would s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  come, t h e  
p a r t y  was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  e x i l e  and t h u s  a v o i d e d  
comple te  d e c a p i t a t i o n .  A s  i t  was, 1 1 2  Moroccans fo rming  t h e  c o r e  
o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  were a r r e s t e d  o r  s e n t  t o  f o r c e d  r e s i d e n c e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  t h e n  R e s i d e n t ,  G e n e r a l  Guil laume.  
The a r r e s t s  were aimed a t  t h e  e x t i n c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ;  t h e y  had  been  
l o n g  p r e p a r e d  and  needed o n l y  a n  i n c i d e n t  a s  a  p r e t e x t  f o r  c a r r y i n g  
them o u t .  The Moroccan Communist P a r t y  was s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  out lawed,  
as i f  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t e n u o u s  g u i l t  by a s s o c i a t i o n .  Al though a 
c h a r g e  o f  p l o t t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  t h e  s t a t e  was f o r m u l a t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  a n o n - l i e u  was handed down l a t e  i n  1954 
a f t e r  many of i t s  l e a d e r s  had b e e n  i n  p r e v e n t i v e  d e t e n t i o n  f o r  
a l m o s t  two y e a r s .  

With t h e  a d v e n t  of t e r r o r i s m  on a w i d e s p r e a d  s c a l e  a f t e r  
t h e  removal  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  becomes obscure .  
C e r t a i n l y  some o f  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  movement w a s  c o n t r o l l e d  by it,  b u t  
i t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  j u s t  how much; and  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  o f  i t  were  i n  
t h e  h a n d s  o f  l a t t e r - d a y  s e c r e t ,  p a t r i o t i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which h a d  
u n t i l  t h e n  e x e r c i s e d  no open p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  The t u r n i n g  o f  
t h e  t i d e  came i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of  1955, by which t i m e  most  of  t h e  
a r r e s t e d  I s t i q l a l  l e a d e r s  had  been  f r e e d ,  The Faure  c a b i n e t  i n  
F r a n c e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was s o  s e r i o u s  i n  t h e  summer 
t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  s h a d e s  of Moroccan o p i n i o n  were n e c e s s a r y ,  
and t h e  r e s u l t  was t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  Aix-10s-Bains,  i n  which t h e  
I s t i q l a l  p a r t i c i p a t e d  -- o v e r  t h e  s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  French  



r i g h t - w i n g  p a r t i e s .  The p a r t y  i t s e l f  had  s e a r c h e d  i t s  s o u l  b e f o r e  
d e c i d i n g  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
was a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  "no n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
independence."  T h e i r  s t a n d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  an  uncompromising 
demand f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e i r  l e g i t i m a t e  r u l e r ,  and a l t h o u g h  a  
g r e a t  show was made o f  t a l k i n g  ( s e p a r a t e l y )  t o  d i v e r s e  f a c e t s  of 
Moroccan o p i n i o n ,  i t  was o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  I s t i q l a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
were t h e  r e a l  i n t e r l o c u t o r s .  A f t e r  t h e  r e t u r n  of  t h e  S u l t a n  w a s  
a g r e e d  t o  b y  F rance ,  i n  November 1955, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  G l a w i f s  
abandonment of h i s  p e r s o n a l  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a government was formed i n  
which t h e  I s t i q l a l  was a l l o t t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
s e a t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p o r t f o l i o s  of  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  i n t e r i o r ,  p u b l i c  
works,  commerce, and  e d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  two a d d i t i o n a l  m i n i s t e r s  o f  
s t a t e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  occupying  powers. 

The o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y  s o  f a r  p r e s e n t e d  h a s  
d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  p a r t y  from an 
e x t e r n a l  p o i n t  o f  view. We now come t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s :  What d o e s  
t h e  p a r t y  mean t o  t h e  p e o p l e ?  Why i s  i t  p o p u l a r ?  What i s  i t s  
r o l e  i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s ?  

To answer t h e s e  l e t  u s  t u r n  t h e  c l o c k  back t o  1937, when 
t h e  f i rs t  number o f  L I A c t i o n  P o p u l a i r e ,  t h e  o r g a n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
Moroccan A c t i o n  Committee, appea red  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  

"What i s  Moroccan Ac t ion?  I t  i s  more t h a n  a  
p a r t y :  i t  i s  a  p ro found  n a t i o n a l  movement. It t r a n s l a t e s  
t h e  hope o f  a n  e n t i r e  p e o p l e  f o r  a n  e v o l u t i o n  worthy of  
i t s  p a s t  and i t s  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  It i s  a h e a l t h y  and 
g e n e r o u s  movement." 

The I s t i q l a l ,  we have seen ,  grew d i r e c t l y  o u t  of t h e  
Moroccan A c t i o n  Committee and t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  development  i t  h a s  
a lways  r e f l e c t e d  someth ing  o f  t h e  above i d e a l s .  A l l a l  a 1  F a s s i  
impregna ted  t h e  one and t h e  o t h e r  movement w i t h  a  s p i r i t  which h i s  
enemies  t e rm f a n a t i c i s m  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  a m y s t i c  i d e a l i s m  t h a t  
t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  o r d i n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a n .  H i s  s p e e c h e s  
( p e r h a p s  because  he,  l i k e  C h u r c h i l l ,  i s  poor  a t  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e s )  
a r e  r emarkab ly  i m p r e s s i v e  o r a l  documents,  d e l i v e r e d  s imply  b u t  
p o w e r f u l l y  w i t h  a r e s o n a n t ,  a l m o s t  p r o p h e t i c  v o i c e  and  w i t h  a 
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t o u c h e s  even  t h e  f o r e i g n  o b s e r v e r .  And t h e i r  
message h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h a t  o f  a s p i r i t u a l  movement r a t h e r  
t h a n  a  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l y .  T h i s  s p r i n g  i n  Tang ie r  he  spoke a t  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  u s e l e s s n e s s  of  independence  u n l e s s  i t  i s  accompanied by a 
p u r g i n g  o f  t h e  s o u l  and a r e d e d i c a , t i o n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i d e a l  and 
t h e  c o u n t r y f s  f u t u r e .  H i s  words,  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a  crowd composed 
i n  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  c o u n t r y  Berbe r s ,  were o f t e n  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  t h e  
u n t u t o r e d  a u d i e n c e  -- b u t  t h e r e  was no doubt  t h a t  t h e y  were d e e p l y  
moved by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  l e a d e r  a s  he c a u g h t  t h e i r  mood o f  
r e g a i n e d  p r i d e  and d i g n i t y .  

T h i s  r e n a i s s a n c e  t o  which t h e  I s t i q l a l  i s  devo ted  



p r e s u p p o s e s  a w i l l i n g n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  a v e r a g e  man t o  remake 
h i m s e l f .  It i s  s t i l l  f a r  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s a y  what w i l l  be t h e  outcome 
of t h e  r a d i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  Moroccan s o c i e t y  which t h e  I s t i q l a l  
i s  working f o r ,  b u t  a l l  t h e  s i g n s  of a  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i o n a l  r e b i r t h  
a r e  p r e s e n t .  One canno t  f a i l  t o  d e t e c t  among t h e  p e o p l e  a s t r o n g  
d e s i r e  t o  th row o v e r  t h e  p a s t  -- i n c l u d i n g  much o f  t h e  good as w e l l  
as t h e  bad; a n  e a g e r n e s s  t o  be l e d ;  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  a d e c i s i v e  
moment h a s  a r r i v e d  when, i f  e v e r ,  a new l i f e  which p romises  t o  be 
b e t t e r  c a n  be begun. It  i s  from t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  s p r i n g  t h e  
r u s h  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  b e  l i t e r a t e ,  
t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t e n e s s  i n  p u b l i c ,  and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  d i s c i p l i n e  
which h a s  been p r e s e r v e d  i n  a t i m e  of  s t r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
c i t i e s  where t h e  p a r t y ' s  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  a lways  been  s t r o n g e s t ,  
Th ieves  and  p e t t y  c r i m i n a l s ,  d i s t u r b e r s  o f  p u b l i c  o r d e r ,  a r e  o f t e n  
d e t a i n e d  by t h e  crowd, and u s u a l l y  t a k e n  t o  t h e  I s t i q l a l  n e i g h b o r -  
hood c h i e f ,  who g i v e s  t h e  man a  l o n g ,  m o r a l i s t i c  l e c t u r e  on t h e  
i m p r o p r i e t y  of  h i s  a c t s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  A t  a l l  t i m e s  i n  Morocco a 
s t r o n g  s t r a i n  o f  re formand a l m o s t  p u r i t a n  p r i m n e s s  h a s  c l a s h e d  w i t h  
t e n d e n c i e s  t o  i n d i f f e r e n c e  and anarchy.  There have  been moments 
i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  when t h e  l a t t e r  .seemed on t h e  v e r g e  o f  coming t o  
t h e  f o r e ,  b u t  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  now g a i n i n g  ground t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  
f o r  r e fo rm,  even  a t  t h e  c o s t  of much s a c r i f i c e ,  i s  predominant .  
Tha t  t h i s  i s  s o  i s  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  which h a s  
been working  p a i n s t a k i n g l y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  decade  t o  i n s t i l l  a s e n s e  
of  c i v i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and v i r t u e  i n  a l l  c i t i z e n s .  

To t h e  ave rage  Moroccan t h e  I s t i q l a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  k i n d  
o f  c l u b  t o  which he i s  p roud  t o  b e l o n g  and which g i v e s  him a  s e n s e  
of s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y ,  f o r m e r l y  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d s  and 
r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and p r o v i d e s  him w i t h  m a t e r i a l  b e n e f i t s .  
It o f f e r s  f r e e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  o f t e n  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  r e f e s h m e n t s ,  on 
a l l  i m p o r t a n t  o c c a s i o n s  ( a n d  t h e r e  have  been a  s c o r e  of h o l i d a y s  
i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ) ,  g i v e s  p l a y s ,  o r g a n i z e s  p a r a d e s  and marches and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  It h a s  a  women's s e c t i o n  which works 
f o r  t h e  e m a n c i p a t i o n  of t h e  Muslim w i f e ,  a l l o w s  h e r  a  new freedom 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  community l i f e ,  and  t e a c h e s  h e r  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
u s e f u l  domes t i c  n o v e l t i e s .  The s c o u t  movements p r o v i d e  f o r  bo th  
h i s  s o n ' s  and d a u g h t e r ' s  f r e e  t ime.  The p a r t y  i s  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d ,  
a l t h o u g h  u n o f f i c i a l l y ,  w i t h  t h e  a l l - p o w e r f u l  n a t i o n a l  l a b o r  union ,  
t h e  UMT ( u n i o n  Marocaine de  T r a v a i l ) ,  and t h e  Moroccan who b e l o n g s  
t o  b o t h  (*oPitical o p z n e n t s  of t h e  I s t i q l a l  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e i r  
p a r t y  members a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  b y  t h e  UMT) f e e l s  s e c u r e  
a g a i n s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  by h i s  employers  and h u m i l i a t i o n  by f o r e i g n e r s .  
I n  s h o r t ,  i t  i s  a  b i n d i n g  s o c i a l  f o r c e  which h a s  g i v e n  him a  new 
f e e l i n g  of i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  community and o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  i n  
d e a l i n g s  o u t s i d e  it. 

It may have  been remarked t h a t  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  i n  many of 
i t s  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i t s  o b j e c t i v e s ,  i t s  r a t h e r  
s e v e r e  mora l  o u t l o o k ,  and  i t s  n b i g  b r o t h e r n  a t t i t u d e  toward  non- 
p o l i t i c a l  a n n e x - o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  shows many a f f i n i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  
Communist P a r t y .  It d o e s  because  i t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
p a r t y ,  which b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  comple te  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i f e  of  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  b e l i e v e s  i n  a  



c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  monarchy and i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  
i t  c o n c e i v e s  o f  i t s e l f  as t h e  c o r r e c t  p a r t y  and  t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n  w i l l  even tua l ly -  e n l i g h t e n e d  and  c o n v e r t e d .  The 
a tmosphere  i n  which i t  o p e r a t e s  i s  t h a t  o f  a o n e - p a r t y  s t a t e ,  a 
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  b u t  o f  a l i b e r a l  k i n d .  

I n  s p i t e  o f  some s u r f a c e  a f f i n i t i e s ,  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  
I s t i q l a l  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  communist s p i r i t .  I t  i s ,  for 
one t h i n g ,  e m p i r i c a l ,  a n d  does  n o t  f o l l o w  a s e m i r e l i g i o u s  dogma. 
F o r  a n o t h e r ,  i t s  l e a d e r s  a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  l i b e r t y  i n  t h e i r  words and  
i n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s .  A n o t a b l e  example i s  t h e  r e f u s a l  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
I s t i q l a l - d o m i n a t e d  government  t o  c e n s o r  t h e  p r e s s  o r  ban t h e  s a l e  
of  o u t r a g e o u s l y  c o l o n i a l i s t  and  r i g h t - w i n g  F r e n c h  w e e k l i e s  which 
have a t t a c k e d  Moroccan p a t r i o t s  f o r  y e a r s  and  a r e  s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g  
t h e  same v i o l e n t  t o n e .  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  s a y  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  enough 
c e n s o r s h i p ,  s u p p r e s s i o n ,  and  impr i sonment  n o t  t o  know t h e  v a l u e  
of l i b e r t y ,  and c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  h a s  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  a  number o f  
examples  o f  men who have  emerged from t h e  p r i s o n s ' o f  European 
c o l o n i a l  powers  t o  become e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e s m e n .  I t s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
a l t h o u g h  c o l l e c t i v e ,  r u n s  t h e  gamut o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  from t h e  m y s t i c ,  
f i e r y  A l l a l  a1 F a s s i  (who h a s  no government  p o s t ,  b u t  a c t s  as a 
k i n d  of  s e n i o r  s t a t e s m a n  a t  p r e s e n t ) ,  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n - t r a i n e d ,  
s o f t - s p o k e n ,  a m i a b l e  B e l a f r e  j, w i t h  l a w y e r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  and r i c h  
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  be tween,  The l e a d e r s  seem g e n u i n e l y  fond of one 
a n o t h e r  and  have  a v a s t  f u n d  o f  s h a r e d  s o r r o w s  t o  cement  t h i s  
a f f e c t i o n .  Many -- i n d e e d ,  m a s t  o f  them -- were e d u c a t e d  i n  a 
Wes te rn  manner,  and  a l l  have  l i v e d  f o r  some t i m e  ab road ,  o f t e n  
i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s .  None o f  them were  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ;  t h e y  came i n s t e a d  from e i t h e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  
u p p e r - c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  and t h e y  t u r n e d  t o  p o l i t i c s  as d i d  -- g i v e n  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  of t i m e  and  c i r c u m s t a n c e  -- men l i k e  Alexander  
Hamil ton  and  J e f f e r s o n .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  
Moroccan R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  a  s o c i a l  and  c l a s s  a s p e c t  o n l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  European p o p u l a t i o n ,  because  99 p e r  c e n t  of  
Moroccans a r e  poor  and 99 p e r  c e n t  o f  Europeans  i n  Morocco a r e  
r e a s o n a b l y  w e l l - t o - d o  o r  b e t t e r .  But t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i s  b e i n g  
d i r e c t e d  by p a t r i c i a n s  and  e d u c a t e d  men who s e e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  
i n c o m p l e t e  u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  -- which means 
r a i s i n g  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s .  I n  ~ o r o c c o  t h e r e  i s  a 
much s m a l l e r  s p r e a d  o f  w e a l t h  and  a  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  l a n d h o l d i n g  o r  
a b s e n t e e  l a n d l o r d  p r o b l e n  t h a n  i n  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ,  and  it i s  q u i t e  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i f  a s t a b l e  l e a d e r s h i p  c a n  be m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  
may bypass  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  and c o r r u p t i o n  which many 
I s l a m i c  c o u n t r i e s  underwent  a f t e r  w inn ing  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  i n d e -  
pendence and b e f o r e  a t t a c k i n g  t h e i r  s o c i a l  problems.  If t h e  
I s t i q l a l  P a r t y  c a n  a s s u r e  t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e  coming y e a r s  
and  comple te  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n a u g u r a t e d ,  i t  w i l l  
have  r e n d e r e d  a  most  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  t o  i t s  c o u n t r y .  




