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A L e t t e r  f rom C h a r l e s  F. G a l l a g h e r  

T a n g i e r  
November 18 ,  1 9 5 7  

Morocco l o o k s  a s  i f  C h r i s t m a s  
had come a  month e a r l y .  C i t y  s t r e e t s  a r e  
a b l a z e  w i t h  c r i s s c r o s s  l i g h t s  f o rming  a  
g l i t t e r i n g  awning above  them, g i a n t  neon 
s t a r s  i n  r e d ,  w h i t e  and g r e e n  b l i n k  o u t  i n  
p r o f u s i o n ,  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s q u a r e  h e r e  
i n  T a n g i e r  i s  a d o r n e d  w i t h  a  g r e a t  a r t i -  
f i c i a l  crown, mounted on f o u r  w h i t e  p i l l a r s  
and hung w i t h  s t r e a m e r s  which  r e f l e c t  t h e  
m u l t i c o i o r e d  b u l b s  s t r u n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  - ombu 
t r e e s  a l l  a round .  

I t  i s n l  t C h r i s t m a s  though .  The 
e x c i t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Moroccan p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  
s t r i d e n t  "youyous"  of t h e  women, t h e  pa-  
r a d e s  o f  boy s c o u t s  and m i l i t a r y  men, and 
t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  f o l k l o r i q u e s  (which  have 
become a  p a r t  o f  e v e r y  c e l e b r a t i o n )  soon  
d i s p e l  t h e  f i r s t  i l l u s i o n .  I t  i s ,  i n s t e a d ,  
Morocco1 s p r i n c i p a l  n a t i o n a l  h o l i d a y  -- 
Throne Day -- b e i n g  c e l e b r a t e d  t h i s  y e a r  
w i t h  s p e c i a l  b r i l l i a n c e  b e c a u s e  i t  marks  
t h e  t h i r t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  
o f  Muhammad V t o  t h e  S h e r i f i a n  and A l a w i t e  
t h r o n e .  

Throne Day h a s  become i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  more t h a n  j u s t  a s o v e r e i g n t  s a n n i v e r -  
s a r y ,  however.  I n  t h e  p e r i o d  j u s t  b e f o r e  
t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e r ,  i t  was a l m o s t  
t h e  o n l y  o c c a s i o n  on which n a t i o n a l i s t  s en -  
t i m e n t ,  upon which  a  s t r i c t  l i d  was c lamped,  
c o u l d  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f  o p e n l y ;  n o t  o n l y  u n d e r  
t h e  g u i s e  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  head  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  b u t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  him w i t h  i t s  
own g o a l s .  Those who were  i n  Morocco i n  
1 9 5 3  remember t h e  a l m o s t  f r a n t i c  e x p l o s i o n  
o f  j oy  t h a t  accompanied Throne  Day and gave 
s u c h  a  f r i g h t  t o  t h e  Res idency  t h a t  i t  



d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  a  r e p e t i t i o n  
of  t h e  e v e n t .  Then, i n  1955, t h e  
r e t u r n  of  Muhammad V from e x i l e  c o i n c i d e d  
by chance  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  w i t h  t h e  d a t e  of 
t h e  h o l i d a y .  He a r r i v e d  i n  Rabat  on Novem- 
b e r  1 6 ,  and t h e  t h r e e  d a y s  from t h e  1 6 t h  
t o  t h e  1 6 t h  were named t h e  "Three G l o r i o u s  
Days" and a r e  now c e l e b r a t e d  a s  marking t h e  
r e b i r t h  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  ( a l t h o u g h  f o r  p r a c -  
t i c a l  r e a s o n s  of p r o d u c t i v i t y  o n l y  t h e  1 8  t h  
i s  now a  l e g a l  h o l i d a y ) .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  
emot ion  a roused  s o  e a s i l y  i n  an  o v e r t l y  
d e m o n s t r a t i v e  peop le ,  which l i k e s  n o t h i n g  
s o  much a s  an  excuse  f o r  f l o a t s  and f i r e -  
works, i s  a s  g r e a t  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  i n  p r e -  
independence  days ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  more 
mature .  A l e g i t i m a t e  n a t i o n a l  p r i d e  i s  r e -  
f l e c t e d  on t h e  f a c e s  of complacent  mi0dle-  
aged town merchan t s ,  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  c o u n t r y  
f a r m e r s  who come i n  t o  gaze  on t h e  wonders 
of  t h e  c i t y  on such days ,  and among t h e  
b r i g h t - e y e d  young n a t i o n a l i s t s  who a r e  s e e -  
i n g  some, b u t  n o t  a l l ,  o f  t h e i r  most  f e r v e n t  
dreams r e a l i a e d .  

I t  would be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a n a l y z e  
t h e  f e e l i n g s  of  d i f f e r e n t  g roups  i n  t h i s  
s t i l l  h i g h l y  d i s p a r a t e  s o c i e t y  toward t h e  
k i n g  o r  t h e  monarchy a s  e x a c t l y  a s  might  
be done i n  a  c o u n t r y  l i k e  England. Most of  
them, a l t h o u g h  c e r t a i n l y  v o c a l  enough i n  
t h e i r  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  c a n n o t  p u t  i n t o  words 
j u s t  what i t  a l l  means t o  them. But t h e r e  
i s  no doubt  a t  a l l  t h a t  Muhammad V,  and i n  
l e s s e r  o r d e r  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  and t h e  i n -  
s t i t u t i o n  o f  k i n g s h i p ,  a r e  a  symbol o f  na- 
t i onhood  which i s  be ing  i n e x t r i c a b l y  woven 
i n  w i t h  n a t i o n a l i s m  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  
i s  now q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  imagine  modern 
Morocco w i t h o u t  a  k i n g  -- something f a r  
from t r u e  i n  many Middle E a s t e r n  monarch ies  
a t  p r e s e n t .  Moroccan a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  
King c o r r e s p o n d  a  good d e a l  t o  American 
v iews  of  t h e  i d e a l i x e d  Washington: l i k e  
him, Muhammad V was f i r s t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
f o r  freedom, f i r s t  i n  p e a c e f u l  r e c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  and growth, and f i r s t  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  
of  h i s  countrymen -- a s  w e l l  a s  of  t h e  
f o r e i g n e r s  l i v i n g  h e r e  and i n  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  
o f  many f o r e i g n  d ip lomat s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  
some minor  d e f o r m a t i o n s  o f  p a s t  h i s t o r y  now 
g a i n i n g  c u r r e n c y ,  which a t t e m p t  t o  r e c r e a t e  
a  go lden  age d e s t r o y e d  f i f t y  y e a r s  ago by 
p r e d a t o r y  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  no p r e v i o u s  r u l e r  



e v e r  had  t h e  same kind.  o f  p o p u l a r i t y .  I n d e e d ,  Moroccan t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a r d l y  a l l o w  a  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  k i n d  o f  s p e c i a l  
a u r a  which  Muhammad V h a s  s p r e a d  o v e r  h i m s e l f ,  and i t  i s  a l l  t h e  
more a  p e r s o n a l  t r i u m p h  t h a t  he h a s  been  a b l e  t o  do s o ,  

What manner  o f  man i s  t h i s  who h a s  g a i n e d  t h e  a d u l a t i o n  
of  Moroccan m o u n t a i n e e r s  a n d  c i t y  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  p l u s  t h e  f i r s t  
g r u d g i n g  b u t  now open  a d m i r a t i o n  of  b o u r g e o i s  F r e n c h  c o l o n i a l s ?  
More t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  h e  i s  a  s e l f -made  r u l e r  who i n  c u r r e n t  
j a r g o n  would p r o b a b l y  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  " i n n e r - d i r e c t e d "  b u t  w i t h  
j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  amount o f  o u t g i v i n g  a p p e a l  which  makes s u c c e s s f u l  
a  s m i l e  o r  a  wave f rom h i s  p a s s i n g  l i m o u s i n e  and l e n d s  s i n c e r i t y  
t o  a f i r m  handshake  and  a  word of encou ragemen t  t o  a r t i s a n s  a s  
he  i n s p e c t s  a  workshop.  Se l f -made  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  he came t o  
a p o s i t i o n  f o r  which  he  h a d  no f o r m a l  t r a i n i n g  a s  modern r o y a l t y  
knows i t ,  and i n  t h a t  he h a s  grown s o  eno rmous ly  i n  s t a t u r e  d u r -  
i n g  h i s  occupancy  o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  he i s  now no l o n g e r  t h e  
p e r s o n  h e  once was. Muhammad V i s  "The King";  t h e r e  i s  no m i s -  
t a k i n g  i t  and one i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  and c o n s t a n t l y  aware  o f  i t  i n  
h i s  p r e s e n c e .  I n  h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  h i s  magne t i sm h a s  n o t  o n l y  
enhanced  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  b u t  h a s  g i v e n  new p r e s i t g e  t o  what  he  
r e p r e s e n t s .  

F o r  Muhammad V b e l i e v e s  i n  "showing  t h e  King" a s  o n e  
m i g h t  show t h e  f l a g .  I t  h a s  been  a mos t  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i c y .  
Whether  r e c e i v i n g  d e p u t a t i o n s  of  t r i b e s m e n  o f  f a c t o r y  l a b o r e r s  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  h e c t i c  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  f rom e x i l e ,  o r  t r a v e l -  
i n g  i n c e s s a n t l y  a round  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o r  h o p p i n g  i n t o  a  t r a c t o r  
( h e  i s  f a s c i n a t e d  by h e a v y  m a c h i n e r y )  t o  plow t h e  f i r s t  f u r r o w s  
f o r  t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  " O p e r a t i o n  Work" which i s  s e t t i n g  up co -ope ra -  
t i v e  f a r m s  among p e a s a n t s  w i t h  m i n u t e  l a n d  h o l d i n g s ,  he  h a s  made 
t h e  p e o p l e  aware of h i m s e l f ,  and of h i s  d i r e c t  and p e r s o n a l  i n -  
t e r e s t  i n  them a s  human b e i n g s ,  

I t  was his p r e s t i g e  a l o n e  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  d i s b a n d i n g  
of t h e  u n o f f i c i a l  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n  and i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  l a s t  y e a r ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  more t r i c k y  t h a n  
g e n e r a l l y  r e a l i z e d .  A l t e r n a t e l y  s e r i o u s  and  j o k i n g ,  b u t  with a n  
e n c y c l o p e d i c  a v i d i t y  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e ,  he  
will s t o p  t o  a s k  t e c h n i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  movie camera  c r e w s  
who a r e  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  him f o r  n e w s r e e l s .  When h e r e  i n  T a n g i e r  
two months  ago  he  g o t  up on one o c c a s i o n  a t  dawn t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  
p o r t  a r e a ,  and  a n o t h e r  morn ing  s l i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e  
b e f o r e  o p e n i n g  h o u r s  t o  l o o k  o v e r  t h e  o f f i c e s ,  t a l k  t o  t h e  c l e a n -  
i n g  p e r s o n n e l ,  and s e e  a t  what  t i m e  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  came t o  
work. Word o f  t h i s  Harun-a l -Rash id i sm,  s p r e a d i n g  among t h e  
p e o p l e ,  gave  them a new c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  j u s t i c e  and 
wisdom o f  t h e i r  r u l e r ,  who r e p r e s e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  anyone  e v e r  h a s  
t h e  c o n c e p t  of  a n  " e n l i g h t e n e d  a u t o c r a t . "  

Muhammad V -- t h e n  t h e  young p r i n c e  S i d i  Muhammad i b n  
Yusuf -- was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  when he  was s e l e c t e d  
f o r  t h e  t h r o n e  a s  a  s h y  boy o f  e i g h t e e n  i n  1927.  Al though  t h e r e  
i s  no p r i m o g e n i t u r e  i n  I s l a m  and any  p r i n c e  may be c h o s e n  t o  



s u c c e e d  t o  a v a c a n t  t h r o n e ,  h e ,  a s  a  younge r  son ,  had  n o t  been  
c o n s i d e r e d  a  l i k e l y  p r o s p e c t ;  e v e n t s  c o n s p i r e d  t o  p u t  him i n  
power.  F r e n c h  power h a d  j u s t  b e e n  c o n s o l i d a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  b l o o d y  R i f  Wars i n  1925 ,  and t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  P r o t e c t o r a t e  by M a r s h a l  L y a u t e y  was b e i n g  
d r o p p e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  more d i r e c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and i n c r e a s e d  
European  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  A d o c i l e  p u p p e t  was needed  and P r o t e c t o -  
p a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  had f o u n d  him i n  t h e  young p r i n c e .  
H i s  s e l e c t i o n  by  t h e  C o l l e g e  of  Ulemas ( ' u l a m a l )  ( ~ o c t o r s  o f  t h e  
Law) was a f o r m a l i t y  e a s i l y  a r r a n g e d  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  and he  was 
d u l y  i n s t a l l e d .  Never was a g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  b l u n d e r  made. 
A l t h o u g h  some may a r g u e  t h a t ,  g i v e n  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r i s e  o f  na-  
t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  a l m o s t  any r u l e r  would have  
been  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of i t  t o  promote  h i s  c a r e e r ,  t h e  ex -  
amp le s  o f  Fa rouk  i n  Egyp t  and Lamine Bey i n  T u n i s i a  a r e  t h e r e  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  monarchs  who c o u l d  n o t  i n c a r n a t e  n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  
i n  t h e i r  own p e r s o n s .  

Muhammad V s t a r t e d  s l o w l y  and h a s  gone f a r ,  f u l f i l l i n g  
t h e  I t a l i a n  p r o v e r b ,  He s a i d  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
y e a r s  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  and a  p o l i c y  of few b u t  m e a n i n g f u l  p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t s  h a s  been c o n t i n u e d  down t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day.  But h e  
s e t  o u t  t o  s t u d y ,  l e a r n  and t h i n k ,  He went  a b r o a d  t o  F r a n c e  and 
soon  became c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  a t h o r o u g h g o i n g  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  
c o u n t r y  was v i t a l ,  Looking  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  h e  began  t o  a p p l y  t h i s  
p r i n c i p l e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of  h i s  own c h i l d r e n  who, a l t h o u g h  i n -  
s t r u c t e d  i n  Q u r a n i c  f u n d a m e n t a l s  a s  good Musl ims,  have  a l l  had  
a b a s i c a l l y  Wes t e rn  u p b r i n g i n g .  

A s  t h e  "Commander o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l "  i n  Morocco and  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  h e a d  o f  much o f  n o r t h w e s t e r n  A f r i c a  he  a l i g n e d  h i m s e l f  
s t r o n g l y  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  o r t h o d o x y .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  him i n  p o l i t i c s  
i n  a t  l e a s t  two ways. The e x i s t e n c e  f o r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  h e t e r o -  
dox b r o t h e r h o o d s ,  many o f  which were  headed  by p a t e n t - m e d i c i n e -  
t y p e  quacks ,  had b e e n  p l a g u i n g  t h e  Moroccan t h r o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y .  I t i n e r a n t  r e l i g i o u s  p r e a c h e r s  o f  s p e c i o u s  
q u a l i t y  b u t  g r e a t  r a b b l e - r o u s i n g  a b i l i t y  had many t i m e s  l e d  t r i b e s  
o f  r e m o t e  r e g i o n s  i n t o  i n s u r r e c t i o n  and ana rchy .  When by  1930  
t h e  F r e n c h  h a d  c o n q u e r e d  a l l  Morocco, t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h e y  had  done 
s o  " i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  l e g a l  r u l e r . "  T h i s  gave them a  c l u b  t o  
h o l d  o v e r  h i s  h e a d ,  and t h e y  were  a s t u t e  enough t o  s e e  t h e  ad-  
v a n t a g e s  o f  p l a y i n g  p o s s i b l e  d i s s i d e n t s  o f f  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  
power. T h i s  i n  a  word i s  what  was done  w i t h  t h e  Pasha  o f  Mar- 
r a k e s h ,  who was buoyed up w i t h  a n  i r r e g u l a r  army a s  a  means o f  
p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  Muhammad V, of t e n  q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  Then 
came t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " B e r b e r  D a h i r "  which  s p e c i f i c a l l y  exempted 
c e r t a i n  B e r b e r  a r e a s  f rom a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l a w  i n  
f a v o r  o f  c u s t o m a r y  t r i b a l  l a w ,  Thus t h e  s o v e r e i g n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
power and h i s  r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y  were  b o t h  e f f e c t i v e l y  compro- 
mi sed .  

The " B e r b e r  D a h i r "  was d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  Morocco, which  were 
n o t i c e a b l y  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  c h a l l e n g e .  But Muhammad V, 



h e l d  i n  h i s  d o u b l e  s t r a i t j a c k e t ,  was u n a b l e  t o  move f r e e l y  u n t i l  
F r e n c h  w e a k n e s s  g a v e  him a c h a n c e .  I t  was a f t e r  t h e  A l l i e d  l a n d -  
i n g s  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  l a t e  i n  1 9 4 2  t h a t  he  f i r s t  b e g a n  t o  a c t  i n -  
d e p e n d e n t l y .  R e f u s i n g  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i c h y i t e  R e s i d e n t  
G e n e r a l  Nogu2s t o  r e s i s t  t h e  Ang lo -Amer icans ,  h e  made h i s  f i r s t  
a c t  o f  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  And i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 4 3 ,  h e  was  a b l e  t o  s e e  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  f o r e i g n  h e a d  o f  s t a t e  a l o n e  and  w i t h o u t  
o f f i c i a l  F r e n c h  a d v i s e r s  a b o u t  h im.  T h i s  wel l -known m e e t i n g  w i t h  
P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  p r o d u c e d  u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d  ( b u t  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d )  
a s s u r a n c e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  s u ~ p o r t  f o r  M o r o c c o ' s  p o s t w a r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  
I n  a l l  e v e n t s  i t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
d i r e c t l y  i n  Moroccan  a f f a i r s  and e n g a g e d  i t s  p r e s t i g e  i n  a  b a l -  
a n c e  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  w e i g h e d .  

Muhammad V was  f i r s t  i n c l i n e d  t o  w a i t  a f t e r  t h e  war  f o r  
f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  some o f  t h e  p r o m i s e s  made t o  Morocco,  b u t  b y  1 9 4 7 ,  
d i s g u s t e d ,  h e  r e s o l v e d  t o  t a k e  a  more p e r s o n a l  h a n d  i n  a r r a n g i n g  
m a t t e r s .  H i s  T a n g i e r  s p e e c h  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  y e a r  i s  l o o k e d  b a c k  
on by n a t i o n a l i s t s  a s  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t ;  i t  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  t h r o n e  
i r r e v o c a b l y  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  movement a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  
t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y .  R e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a l a c e  and  t h e  t h e n  
s e m i l e g a l  n a t i o n a l i s t s  became s t e a d i l y  c l o s e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  
f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  F r e n c h  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  o v e r  t h e i r  c h o i c e  of a  
r u l e r  became more  p r o f o u n d .  P e r i o d i c  s e t b a c k s  o c c u r r e d ,  e v e n  
h u m i l i a t i o n s .  Bu t  t h e  K i n g ,  i n  s i g n i n g  i n  1 9 5 1  u n d e r  d u r e s s  a n  
a g r e e m e n t  t o  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  a n d  t h e n  l e t t i n g  i t  b e  
known t h a t  h i s  h a n d  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d ,  showed b o t h  t h e  wisdom o f  
k n o w i n g  when t o  r e t r e a t  g r a c e f u l l y  a n d  a  g r o w i n g  s t u b b o r n e s s  i n  
h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon a c t i o n .  

H a v i n g  made t h e i r  f i r s t  m i s t a k e  by  c h o o s i n g  Muhammad V 
i n  1 9 2 7 ,  t h e  F r e n c h  compounded i t  by d e p o s i n g  h im i n  1 9 5 3  a n d  
s e n d i n g  him o f f  t o  C o r s i c a  f i r s t ,  l a t e r  t o  M a d a g a s c a r .  Two w r o n g s  
do n o t  make a  r i g h t ,  b u t  two  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  e r r o r s  make f o r  
c a t a s t r o p h e ,  a n d  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  two g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  
h o l i d a y s  i n  Morocco a r e  November 1 8 ,  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  a c c e s -  
s i o n ,  a n d  A u g u s t  20  ( 1 9 5 3 ) ,  t h e  "Day o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n . "  F o r  
the r e v o l u t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  Morocco b u t  o f  a l l  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  was  
g a l v a n i z e d  t h e n .  R e v o l u t i o n  would  h a v e  come e v e n t u a l l y  i n  a n y  
c a s e  b u t  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  r u l e r  -- a g a i n  a f f e c t i n g  b o t h  p o l i t i -  
c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t s  -- u n i f i e d  t h e  i s s u e  and ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
r e c o n f i r m e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c l o s e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  t h r o n e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

L o o k i n g  b a c k  t o  t h o s e  d a y s ,  two s t a t e m e n t s  made t o  me 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  ( t h e n )  S u l t a n ' s  e x i l e  s t a n d  o u t  i n  my 
memory. The f i r s t ,  j u b i l a n t l y  u t t e r e d  by a t r a v e l i n g  F r e n c h  
s a l e s m a n  a s  we w e r e  c a u g h t  by  c u r f e w  i n  t h e  l o b b y  o f  a  F e z  h o t e l  
o n  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  w a s  "Now a l l  o u r  t r o u b l e s  
a r e  o v e r L t  Then,  a f t e r  two y e a r s  o f  n o t h i n g  b u t  t r o u b l e s ,  when 
Muhammad V was  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  t h r o n e  i n  November 1 9 5 5 ,  a h i g h  
P r o t e c t o r a t e  o f f i c i a l  l a m e n t e d  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  P a r i s  p o l i c y  by  
s a y i n g ,  nHe i s  o u r  w o r s t  enemy a n d  now t h e y  a r e  b r i n g i n g  him 
back."  N o t h i n g  i l l u s t r a t e s  b e t t e r  t h e  u n r e a l  q u a l i t y  t h a t  u s u a l l y  



s u r r o u n d e d  c o l o n i a l  t h o u g h t  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  a n d  no  s t a t e m e n t s  
w e r e  e v e r  l e s s  t r u e .  

F o r  Muhammad V i s  now c o n s i d e r e d ,  by  a l l  t h i n k i n g  
E u r o p e a n s  i n  Morocco,  a s  t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d  t h e y  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h a v e ,  
S i n c e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  h e  h a s  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  a j u d i c i o u s  
s t a t e s m a n ,  b u t  h e  h a s  gone  o u t  o f  h i s  way t o  t r y  t o  r e b r i d g e  t h e  
g a p  t h a t  was f o r m e d  b e t w e e n  M o r o c c a n s  and  F r e n c h  d u r i n g  h i s  ab -  
s e n c e ,  On numerous  o c c a s i o n s  h e  h a s  e m p h a s i z e d  i n  p u b l i c  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  and  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two 
g r o u p s ,  a n d  i n  a c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  w o r d s  he  h a s  r e s e r v e d  a  s p e c i a l  
p l a c e  f o r  t h e  s e v e r a l  m i n o r i t i e s  w h i c h  l i v e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  

The m o d e r a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  h i s  p o l i c y  
a p p l i e s  t o  h i s  r o l e  a s  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  j u s t  a s  t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
s t a t e m e n t s .  When Moroccans  s e e  t h e  f i r s t  s p i r i t u a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
t h e i r  c o u n t r y  on  e x c e l l e n t  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  J e w i s h  
l e a d e r s  of  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and  when he  p a t r o n i z e s  t h e  I n t e r -  
f a i t h  S e m i n a r  h e l d  a t  T i o u m l i l i n e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  Atlas t h e  p a s t  
two summers,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a n c e  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  
b e t t e r  s e r v e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  h i s  d e s c e n t  f r o m  t h e  P r o p h e t  and  h i s  
c o n s t a n t  s t a n d  i n  f a v o r  o f  r a t i o n a l  o r t h o d o x y ,  t h e  King  i s  i n  
a n  u n a s s a i l a b l e  p o s i t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  t o  d e a l  w i t h  w h a t  o t h e r w i s e  
m i g h t  be  a  t h o r n y  p r o b l e m .  

S i n c e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  Muhammad V h a s  b e e n  i n  
a  p a r a d o x i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  p o s t u r e .  From h a v i n g  no  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  
u n d e r  t h e  P r o t e c t o r a t e ,  s u d d e n l y  h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  a n  i n d e p e n d -  
e n t  Morocco w i t h  a s  much power a s  a n y  r u l e r  e v e r  p o s s e s s e d  a n y -  
w h e r e ,  Today Morocco r e m a i n s  i n  t h e o r y  a n  a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y  a n d  
t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i t  i s  t h a t  i n  f a c t  a s  w e l l .  Bu t  t h e  b e g i n -  
n i n g s  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  monarchy  h a v e  b e e n  l a i d  i n  a g r a d u a l ,  
i n f o r m a l  way. The King  h a s  a l r e a d y  d e l e g a t e d  many o f  h i s  p o w e r s ,  
t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  h e  f o r m e d ,  t o  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s ,  a n d  t o  
l o c a l  a p p o i n t e d  o f f i c i a l s .  He h a s  a l s o  c h o s e n  a C o n s u l t a t i v e  
Assembly ,  made UD o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  
l a b o r  and b u s i n e s s  g r o u p s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  and  s o  on, who 
m e e t  t o  d i s c u s s ,  c r i t i c i z e ,  o r  a p p r o v e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n  i n  
e n t i r e  f r e e d o m  -- b u t  who h a v e  no power  t o  i n i t i a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
P l a n s  f o r  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  g o i n g  a h e a d ,  more  s l o w l y  t h a n  f i r s t  
h o p e d  f o r ,  and t h e y  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  a  g r a d u a l l y  
e m e r g i n g  d e m o c r a c y .  

Not  t o  b e  o v e r l o o k e d  was  t h e  r o y a l  s t a t e m e n t  made t h e  
o t h e r  d a y  t o  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Assembly ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  s h o u l d  c o n s u l t  t h e  m i n o r i t y ,  b u t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  s h o u l d  
o b e y  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  m a j o r i t y .  T h i s  i s  a n  i d e a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  
w h i c h  h a s  o v e r t o n e s  of s o m e t h i n g  l o n g  c l a i m e d  by Musl im t h e o l o g -  
i a n s :  t h a t  p e r f e c t  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  w o r l d  
by a  G o d - f e a r i n g  l e a d e r  who i s  g u i d e d  by  Heaven i n  m a k i n g  j u s t  
d e c i s i o n s .  I n  Morocco t o d a y  we h a v e  t o u c h e s  o f  a  t h e o c r a t i c  
s t a t e ,  a n  i n c i p i e n t  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y ,  and s o c i a l  p l a n n i n g  
w h i c h  i s  s o m e t i m e s  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r o m  p u r e  s o c i a l i s m .  I t  
i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s a y  w h a t  f i n a l  s h a p e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  
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a k e ,  b u t  i t  would  b e  u n w i s e  t o  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  
, M o r o c c a n  s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  e p i s o d e  o f  

r e t u r n ,  a n d  f i n a l  t r i u m p h  i s  a s i g n  o f  G o d ' s  
f of H i s  m a r k i n g  o f  Muhammad V a s  a  r i g h t e o u s  

p r i n c e .  

T h i s  week,  a s  t h e  3 0 t h  y e a r  o f  h i s  r e i g n  e n d s ,  Muhammad 
V i s  a b s o r b e d  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  show how g r e a t  h i s  r o l e  and i n -  
f l u e n c e  h a v e  become i n  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s .  O p e n i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  
s e s s i o n  of t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  h e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n t e r n a l  
e c o n o m i c  and s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s .  The d a y  b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y ,  h e  t o o k  
t h e  s a l u t e  o f  t h e  armed f o r c e s  a s  Commander- in-Chief ,  a n d  t o d a y  
i s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  a c c l a m a t i o n s  o f  h i s  p e o p l e .  On Wednesday corn- 
i n g ,  November 2 0 ,  h e  w i l l  m e e t  i n  R a b a t  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  B o u r g u i b a  
o f  T u n i s i a ,  a t  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  r e q u e s t ,  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  a  com- 
p r o m i s e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  A l g e r i a n  p r o b l e m ,  p r o b a b l y  t h r o u g h  a 
j o i n t  F r e n c h - N o r t h  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  w h i c h  some g u a r a n -  
t e e  a p p r o x i m a t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  wou ld  be  o f f e r e d  t h e  A l g e r i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s t s .  On t h e  3 5 t h ,  h e  f l i e s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  
w h a t  may be a  v i t a l  v i s i t  i n s o f a r  a s  Moroccan-American  r e l a t i o n s  
a r e  c o n c e r n e d .  

T h i s  w i l l  be  h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  A m e r i c a  and t h e  f i r s t  
s t a t e  v i s i t  made t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by t h e  s o v e r e i g n  o f  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  K o r t h  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r y .  A f t e r  t h r e e  d a y s  o f  o f f i c i a l  
p r o t o c o l  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  a s  a l w a y s  h e  w i l l  w e a r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c l o t h i n g ,  h e  w i l l  t r a v e l  p r i v a t e l y  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  
as  f a r  a s  C a l i f o r n i a  -- p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  t w e e d s  a n d  d a r k  g l a s s e s  
h e  p r e f e r s  f o r  n o n o f f i c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  -- t o  s e e  w h a t  A m e r i c a n  l i f e  
i s  r e a l l y  l i k e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  o n  December 10 h e  w i l l  s p e a k  
t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  m o s t  l i k e l y  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  A l g e r i a .  

The c h o i c e  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  a  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  
v i s i t  t o  a  W e s t e r n  c o u n t r y  ( h i s  s t a y s  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  I t a l y  e a r l y  
t h i s  y e a r  w e r e  u n o f f i c i a l )  i s  n o t e w o r t h y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of  A m e r i c a n  a i r b a s e s  i n  Morocco w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  d i s c u s s e d  ( a n d  
t h e i r  p r o s p e c t s  a r e  n o t  s o  good a s  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i f  t h e  
i s s u e  h a d  b e e n  s e t t l e d  a y e a r  a g o ) ,  t h e  o v e r - a l l  p e r s o n a l  i m -  
p r e s s i o n s  o f  a  man who s o  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
h i s  c o u n t r y  w i l l  be more  p e r t i n e n t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  A m e r i c a n  
k i n d n e s s ,  s i m p l i c i t y  and common s e n s e  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  on  
someone who p o s s e s s e s  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  i t  i s  n e v e r  
t o  be t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  a  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r  t o  A m e r i c a  i s  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  cha rmed .  M o r o c c a n s  who h a v e  r e t u r n e d  h e r e  a r e  o f -  
t e n  s h a r p l y  d i v i d e d  a b o u t  u s ;  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  A r a b i c -  
l a n g u a g e  n e w s p a p e r  i n  Morocco,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s eems  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e l y  c o n v e r t e d ,  b u t  one  o f  t h e  t o p  f o u r  o r  f i v e  men i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  g r e e t e d  me b l u n t l y  l a s t  summer w i t h  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  
" A m e r i c a  i s  u n e q u a l  t o  h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i t l i l i  t i e s . "  
F i n a l  judgment  w i l l  be  p a s s e d  by t h e  King  h i m s e l f .  T h i s  d o e s  
n o t  mean t h a t  A m e r i c a  s h o u l d  be w a i t i n g ,  l i k e  a  n e r v o u s  d e b u t a n t e ,  
f o r  r o y a l  a p p r o v a l ,  b u t  i t  m i g h t  be  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  



MUHAMKAD V i n a u g u r a t e s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Assembly.  On 
h i s  r i g h t ,  Crown P r i n c e  Mulay Hassan ;  on h i s  left, P r i n c e  Mulay 
A b d a l l a h  



r o l e  i n  M o r o c c o l s  f u t u r e  may w e l l  be l a r g e l y  shaped  i n  t h e  n e x t  
few weeks.  

Amer icans  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  t h i n k  o f  
Muhammad V a s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e  " S u l t a n "  of  Morocco w h i l e  h e  i s  
among them. The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  P i e r r e  L o t i  v i s i o n  o f  an e x o t i c  
O r i e n t a l  p o t e n t a t e  l i v i n g  i n  s e c l u d e d  m y s t e r y  and  g o i n g  t o  
p r a y e r  u n d e r  a  " s a c r e d n  u m b r e l l a  d i e s  h a r d .  I n  many ways i t  i s  
sad  t h a t  s u c h  r o m a n t i c  n o t i o n s  must  go, b u t  t h e  Moroccan govern-  
ment and t h e  King h i m s e l f  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  go. I f  you 
a s k  Moroccan o f f i c i a l s  why t h e  r o y a l  t i t l e  was changed ,  and sug-  
g e s t  t h a t  t h e  b o x - o f f i c e  a p p e a l  o f  a s u l t a n  migh t  be g r e a t e r  t h a n  
t h a t  o f  a  k i n g ,  t h e  overwhelming  d e s i r e  f o r  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  con-  
f o r m i t y  and m o d e r n i t y  comes i n t o  r e l i e f  a t  once.  Kings  a r e  emi- 
n e n t l y  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  s u l t a n s  -- o f  Swat,  J o h o r e ,  and minor  t r e a t y  
p o r t s  -- a r e  r a t h e r  s u s p e c t  and s e c o n d - r a t e .  Kings  r u l e  g r e a t  
c o u n t r i e s ,  and some of t h e  most  advanced  ones .  S u l t a n s  a r e  t o o  
c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d ,  i n  t h e  modern i . s t  Arab s e l f - v i e w ,  w i t h  Bedouin 
encampments and r u g - s t r e w n  t e n t s .  To t h e s e  i d e a s  must  a l s o  be 
added t h e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t ,  w i t h  de-emphas i s  o f  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  ( ~ o r o c c o  i s  no l o n g e r  t h e  " S h e r i -  
f i a n  Empi r e " )  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  an  e v e n t u a l  l a y  body p o l i t i c ,  
w i t h  e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  c a n  be more e a s i l y  b u i l t .  
The " k i n g "  c a n  e v e n t u a l l y  become a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and c i v i l  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  " s u l t a n n  c o u l d  n e v e r  have.  

I n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  and f a m i l y  l i f e ,  Muhammad V i s  i n  a way 
making t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom s u l t a n  t o  k i n g  now. L i k e  a l l  p i o u s  
Musl ims he  k e e p s  h i s  f a m i l y ,  meaning h i s  w ives ,  i n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  
s e c l u s i o n ,  and he l i v e s ,  f a s t s ,  and p r a y s  much a s  any  member o f  
t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  Morocco would.  A t  t h e  same t ime  he be- 
h a v e s  much l i k e  a t y p i c a l  Wes t e rn  monarch i n  h i s  a v o c a t i o n s  and 
t a s t e s :  d r i v i n g  f a s t  s p o r t s  c a r s ,  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g ,  p a t r o n -  
i z i n g  t h e  a u t o  r a c e s  and  t h e  Grand P r i x  du Maroc,  o r  s e e i n g  
American T e c h n i c o l o r  movies .  L i k e  mos t  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  he  i s  p r a c -  
t i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  and he  p r e f e r s  mach ines  and a c -  
t i v i t y  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  o r  l i t e r a r y  p u r s u i t s ,  b u t  he  h a s  a  g e n i u s  
f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  f i n e  l i n e  be tween  p i e t y  and p u r i s m  and  i n  
communica t ing  t o  t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  a  r e l a x e d  a i r  of  t o l e r a n c e .  

He h a s  s e e n  t h a t  h i s  e l d e s t  son ,  Crown P r i n c e  Mulay 
Hassan ,  e a r n e d  a l a w  d e g r e e  f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Bordeaux,  and  
h i s  s econd  son ,  Mulay A b d a l l a h ,  a t t e n d e d  S t .  Cyr, t h e  West P o i n t  
of F r a n c e ,  u n t i l  l a s t  y e a r t  s t e m p o r a r y  r u p t u r e  w i t h  F r a n c e  c a u s e d  
him t o  be wi thdrawn.  The f e m i n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  K i n g ' s  
e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  L a l l a  A i sha ,  h a v e  done more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  
t o  i n s u r e  r o y a l  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  women o f  Morocco. When t h e  
t i m e  comes, Mulay Hassan  w i l l  be much b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  assume 
r o y a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  a modern wor ld  t h a n  any  p r e v i o u s  member 
o f  t h e  A l a w i t e  f a m i l y  h a s  been.  

But  -- h a p p i l y  f o r  Morocco -- t h a t  day  may n o t  come 
f o r  a l o n g  t ime .  Muhammad V, a f t e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  a somet imes  
t r o u b l e d  r e i g n  which f i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  him a s  t h e  " F a t h e r  of  



h i s  C o u n t r y , "  i s  o n l y  f o r t y - e i g h t .  He c a n ,  i n s h a ' l l a h ,  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o  a  l o n g e r  r u l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  p r e s e n t  
h e a d s  o f  s t a t e ,  A l l  t h o s e  who h o p e  t o  s e e  Morocco  d e v e l o p  i n  
a  s t e a d y ,  p e a c e f u l  e v o l u t i o n  c a n  a l s o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h i s  c o n -  
t i n u i n g  r e i g n  and w i s h  him w e l l ,  T h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  p r o b l e m s  
a h e a d  f o r  Morocco ,  b u t  a l l  i n  a l l  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  c o u l d  
n o t  be in b e t t e r  h a n d s .  

[ P h o t o g r a p h  o n  p a g e  8 by P h o t o  B e l i n ,  R a b a t , ]  

[ p h o t o g r a p h  o n  p a g e  1 0  by P h o t o  D e F o u r . ]  
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