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T E i O U G r n  FROM TUNIS 

A Let ter  from Charles F. Gallagher 

Tunis 
December 2, 1957 

I t ' s  a long, long time from May t o  Decem- 
ber,  as the  well-known r e f r a in  goes. And between 
them the days a re  not only growing shorter,  but  
chances f o r  the  West a r e  get t ing slowly slimmer i n  
t h i s  par t  of the  Arab world. Taking stock here i n  
Tunis a f t e r  a short  stay on my f i r s t  r e v i s i t  t h i s  
year, I am compelled t o  contrast  the general fee l ing  
nuw abroad i n  North Africa with what was prevail ing 
ear ly  l a s t  summer on my re turn t o  Morocco. 

There i s  no d ~ u b t  t ha t  the  climate i s  be- 
ginning t o  deter iorate .  It i s  changing almost im- 
perceptibly, l i k e  a glacier  o r  the  movement of the  
hour hand on a watch which cannot be followed but 
which, each t i m e  you stop t o  look, has edged forward 
a b i t  and keeps on moving always i n  the  same direc- 
t ion.  

A t  f i r s t  thought it might seem surprising 
t ha t  one i s  more conscious of the  d r i f t  here i n  
Tunisia than i n  Morocco. For if you had t o  give a 
b r ie f  def ini t ion of the new Tunisian Republic it 
might well be t h a t  it is,  by comparison with most 
Arab s ta tes ,  a f r e e  country and a f r iendly country. 
This counts f o r  mch, and the good w i l l  t h a t  i s  
msnifest here, from President Bourguiba on d m  t o  
the shoeshine boy a t  the  corner cafe, i s  a precious 
asse t .  Unfortunately, Tunisia i s  a l so  a small coun- 
t r y  and a poor country, and the  imperatives of i t s  
economic posit ion stand out dai ly  l i k e  a running 
sore. 

The poverty here i s  grinding; it shocks 
the observer who comes from a Morocco which seems 
i n  retrospect  t o  be almost a highly-developed coun- 
t ry .  One example: when I f i r s t  arrived the down- 
town a i r  terminal was surrounded by unemployed, un- 
o f f i c i a l  porters who begged t o  carry qy bags t o  the  
hotel .  "Only two steps: they said,  knowing, a s  I 
d i d ,  t h a t  it was a good s i x  or seven blocks. Not 
wanting t o  walk it qyself i n  the rain,  I f ina l l y  
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hailed a taxi. We were held up by possibly two red 
lights, but when we arrived without any real delay 
there on the curb was a half-blind nrrn of forty-odd, 
one of the originel would-be porters, waiting t o  
open the door of the cab for me. This was no racket 
and he was no cynical beggar; he had run the dis- 
tance through the c i ty  streets  i n  the hope of get- 
ting perhaps a fifty-franc t i p  for carrying some- 
thing from the taxi  t o  the hotel door. What could 
you do but give him his t ip? 

This situation is repeated, with differ- 
ent nuances, on a l l  sides; the boys who somehow get 
hold of municipal tram tickets and t ry  t o  s e l l  them 
t o  you cut-rate before you board (the profi t  is 
much less  than a penny); the beggars i n  the streets  
who have come from even more hopeless conditions i n  
the arid south; and the endless "position wantedw 
columns of the papers, i n  which applicant8 with 
good education and background are asking for any 
sort of menial. work. The f i r s t  reaction is: Haw 
can these people be friendly t o  the West when they 
see a l l  around them occidental8 steeped i n  what 
seems t o  them incredible luxury? How is it poseible 
that there w i l l  not be a social revolution, a blind 
outburst of de8tmction and rage against not only 
the present inequality but against the apparent 
hopelessness of remedying this inequality? The an- 
swers are simple: they cannot remain friendly t o  
the West much longer unless some sweeping changes 
are undertaken i n  Western policy; an8 there most 
certainly wtll be a social revolution if the econom- 
i c  picutre does not soon brighten sharply. 

10a one knum t h i s  better than the first- 
ra te  young Tunisian leaders who are doing thei r  best 
t o  carry out social and economic reforms and s t i l l  
keep this a free country. Some reforms, such as  
abolishing polygaqy, cost nothing, but others, such 
as  building schools, take means which the government 
can hardly scrape together. If your income is cut 
from $200 a month t o  $100 a month, you may make do 
for a short t i m e  with great sacrifices. But i f  it 
is cut from $100 t o  $10 there i s  no hope, and the 
Tunisian state, which has been practicing since 
independence a very t ight  austerity policy, is  just 
about coming t o  the end of items on which it can 
Further economize. Deficit financing and unortho- 
dox double-bookkeeping can no longer conceal the 
f ac t  that the money is not there, and that the 
12,000,000,000 francs i n  French promised aid 
is bogged d m  i n  poli t ical  arguments which are 
unlikely t o  be settled soon. "The French are play- 
ing the game of asphyxiating us," said Abdelaziz 
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Mathari, the  Director of the ~ o c i g t ;  Tunisienne d e  Banque, Tunisia's first 
national bank which was s e t  up t h i s  past  week t o  break the s t rangle  hold of 
French f inancial  i n t e r e s t s  on the country, As things now stand, the Frency may 
well succeed. 

Tied i n  with economic discontent i s  p o l i t i c a l  dissat isfact ion.  Pres- 
ident Bourguiba knows t h i s  well. I n  a statement the other day he said t ha t  h i s  
people wanted l iber ty ,  dignity,  and bread. O f  the three items they have only 
the f i r s t ,  and tha t  i s  sharply conditioned by the inab i l i t y  t o  do anything much 
with it except starve.  Dignity was cer ta inly upl i f ted by the Anglo-American 
decision t o  supply token arms a few weeks ago, but it i s  not arms i n  the long 
run which w i l l  contribute t o  a permanent solution. The President admitted l a s t  
week i n  an interview tha t  h i s  regime i s  weakening and t h a t  he does not know 
how much longer he can continue t o  follow a pro-Western policy: one month, 
three months, s i x  months. Others have an idea. A young Tunisian newspaper 
edi tor  spelled it out t o  m e  clearly:  "If things do not improve here, there 
w i l l  be another Middle East i n  North Africa. And when it happens, Bourguiba 
w i l l  e i ther  have t o  take the path of Nuri Es-Sa id ,  the  strong man and ex- 
premier of 1 r a g  and ru l e  as  a dic ta tor ,  or  he w i l l  go along with popular senti-  
m n t  and emulate Nasser." 

The key t o  the p o l i t i c a l  problem here, much more than i n  Morocco, 
l i e s  i n  the Algerian question. Tunis i s  closer  i n  many ways t o  Algiers than 
i s  Rabat, and Tunisia i s  moreover caught between the exigencies of Algeria on 
the west and Egypt on the east .  Morocco has been able t o  take a more detached 
view, although v i t a l l y  interested i n  a settlement, but when Mongi Slim, the 
Tunisian Anibassador, speaks fo r  the Algerian cause and North African unity i n  
the United Nations, it i s  a life-and-death issue f o r  h i s  country. 

Tunisian leaders a re  afraid,  and those who a re  c loses t  t o  the West 
a r e  the m a t  afra id .  Their f ea r  shows through t h e i r  conversations, particu- 
l a r l y  i n  t h e i r  importuning Americans t o  take a firm stand on Algeria. They 
have been warning fo r  several weeks tha t  i f  the UI'? were non-committal i n  t h i s  
debate it would be the l a s t  straw f o r  FLB leaders who would have no recourse 
but t o  turn t o  the East f o r  arms. This i s  an open secret  here; the  government 
and a l l  responsible foreign p o l i t i c a l  observers know it. And it i s  a l so  commcn 
knowledge tha t  par t s  of the FLIB are  slipping t o  the l e f t  t o  a degree which up- 
sets Algeria's neighbors more than they care t o  admit. 

The beginnings of the r e a l  c r i s i s  a re  here already. With the passage 
of a watered-down Loi Cadre by the French Assembly, and the statement by Pre- 
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mier Gaillard t h a t T e  w i l l  never accept, whatever the  terms and the circumlo- 
cutions, the  independence of Algeria," the chips a re  down. Les jeux sont f a i t s .  

-7-- 

If the United Nations confirm the impasse within the next few days, the  ulti- 
mate move of the F'LN onto the Syro-Egyptian bandwagon w i l l  be inevitable,  a l l  
the  more so because Tunisia and Morocco w i l l  have shown themselves incapable, 
f o r  a l l  t h e i r  f r iendl iness  with the West, of imposing a negotiated solution,  
With no other hope, the Algerians w i l l  r e t r e a t  i n t o  an anti-Western intransi-  
gence which the Tunisians f ea r  w i l l  drag f i r s t  themselves, then the Moroccans, 
along with them. One Tunisian in t e l l ec tua l  put it bluntly: "The unity of 
North Africa i s  the important thing. We a re  nothing alone. If Algeria goes 
over t o  the East we w i l l  have t o  go too, whether we l i k e  it or  not." 

Disappointment would very l ike ly  be a l l  the more b i t t e r  because of 



t h e  f a l s e  hopes raised i n  recent weeks by the Br i t i sh  and American arms deliv- 
e r ies .  The tempest i n  France over t h i s  teapot of popguns had the e f f ec t  of 
persuading a number of North Africans who wanted t o  believe i n  the West t h a t  
the two parers were f i na l ly  gett ing ready t o  disavow French policy i n  North 
Africa. Unable t o  comprehend the d i f f i c u l t i e s  of working behind the scenes t o  
change French thought without sacr i f ic ing the Atlantic Alliance, the  average 
man here i s  beginning t o  f e e l  betrayed, even though no promises were ever made. 

Many observers here, however, think tha t  the  arms de l iver ies  had a t  
l e a s t  one good r e su l t .  They postponed a c r i s i s  within Tunisia which surely 
would have erupted i f  the guns had been refused. Their reasoning goes t h i s  
way: the  arms promised by Egypt were a kind of poisoned g i f t .  If Egyptian 
arms had been the only ones received, Bourguiba was t o  be invited t o  Cairo t o  
thank Nasser f o r  them; there he would have been confronted with h i s  r i v a l  
Selah ben Youssef (condemned t o  death f o r  insurrection i n  Tunisia and now i n  
ex i le  i n  ~ g y p t )  and forced t o  take h i m  back i n t o  a government of "reconcilia- 
t i on  and t rue  national independence" which would closely have followed the 
path taken by Syria and Egypt recently. When t h i s  plan fa i led ,  it  i s  said,  
Salah ben Youssef was packed off t o  Damascus t o  be received by President a l -  
Kuwatly i n  a most fr iendly fashion, a s  a reminder tha t  the  Syro-Egyptian bloc 
considered him and not Bourguiba the r e a l  leader of the country and was hold- 
ing him i n  reserve for  use when needed. 

Looking back on Morocco, which I l e f t  t en  days ago, the problem seems 
a l i t t l e  l e s s  acute, but the same symptoms a r e  there i n  s l igh t ly  dif ferent  form: 
a basic desire  f o r  alignment with the West by many of the mdera te  leaders, in- 
cluding the King; an indifference among the population a s  a whole; and -- un- 
l i k e  Tunisia -- a growing overt hos t i l i t y ,  sharpened by i r r i t a t i o n  a t  Western 
policy, among students and union members i n  the c i t i e s .  Neither pan-Arab nor 
"positive neutrali ty" sentiment i s  a s  yet  strong i n  Morocco, but there  a r e  
signs t h a t  both, especially the l a t t e r ,  a r e  spreading. The recent outbreak of 
f ight ing between Moroccan i r regulars  and Spanish troops a t  I f n i  shows the 
hidden s t resses  i n  the country. 

I n  the  foreign policy debates held a t  the Consultative Assembly i n  
Rabat l a s t  month, jus t  before the royal v i s i t  t o  the  United States ,  a new note 
dominated. It was f ina l ly  translated,  i n  the  closing resolution, as  "nonde- 
pendence on any nation or  group of nations" and, so f a r ,  it can be taken t o  
mean just  what it says, i .e . ,  a posit ion between the West, the East, and the 
Arab League. Unofficially, however, a b r i sk  breeze of anti-Americanism was 
blowing, par t icular ly  over the question of foreign troops and bases. Morocco 
i s  much more "occupied" than Tunisia and it i s  the i r r i t a n t  of the presence of 
the  armed forces of three countries ( ~ r a n c e ,  Spain and the United s t a t e s )  which 
shars indications of turning in to  a cancer. 

As with almost everything e l se  today, the  issue of American bases i s  
t i ed  up with the p o l i t i c a l  color of the  post-Sputnik world. Moroccans a r e  
beginning t o  think M c e  about having the Strategic  A i r  Force a s  t h e i r  guest 
if it turns  out t h a t  t h e i r  country can be devastated by rockets. This fear  i s  
common t o  many countries, but i n  Morocco it i s  now being fed by the association, 
i n  the popular mind, of American forces with other "imperialist" troops -- and 
the I f n i  troubles will cer ta inly not improve re la t ions  -- and by Egyptian char- 
ges t ha t  the United S ta tes  i s  following i n  the steps of FrancowBritish coloni- 
alism i n  the Middle East. If there, Moroccans reason, why not here? 



A s  contacts with the Middle East increase, Moroccans a r e  being con- 
s tant ly  reminded by many of t h e i r  Levantine v i s i t o r s  t ha t  they a re  not rea l ly  
independent and tha t  they a re  being "played" f o r  fools.  And some a re  beginning 
t o  believe it. Teachers from Egypt, Syria, and Lebanon, who have arrived t h i s  
scholastic year f o r  the  first time, w i l l  have a powerful influence on the 
younger generation, especially a t  secondary school leve l ,  i .e . ,  the young ca- 
dres of f i v e  years hence. And almost every one of these teachers i s  somewhere 
between mildly and extremely anti-Western. The other side of the  coin f inds  
Moroccan students who are  going east ,  principally t o  Syria, f o r  higher educa- 
t ion,  and a smaller number who went off  on study t r i p s  t o  Communist China t h i s  
summer, t o  the Moscow Youth Festival ,  e tc .  They have been impressed with what 
they saw and learned and t h e i r  reactions i n  the press and i n  personal conver- 
sat ion a re  for thr ight .  It i s  s ignif icant  t h a t  the  l i n e  of the  younger genera- 
t ion  recently has been far more antioccidental  than the statements of govern- 
~ n t  leaders a generation older. It should be added tha t  Tunisia's refusal  t o  
accept Middle Eastern teachers -- which it does not need a s  desperately a s  
Morocco -- and i t s  insis tence on sending a l l  i t s  students t o  Western European 
countries fo r  higher education, has permitted it t o  avoid t h i s  problem f o r  the 
present. 

The heart  of the  matter remains Algeria, though. Whatever slow dis-  
illusionment with the West i s  fermenting i n  the  other lands of North Africa, it 
i s  being catalyzed there.  

"The war will go on i n  Algeria," said Bourguiba resignedly a f t e r  
French reject ion of the  Tuniso-Moroccan good of f ices  offer ,  "un t i l  France i s  
ready f o r  the idea of Algerian independence." The war is  now something l i k e  a 
chess game which i s  being played between the Algerians and the French on one 
level ,  and between the Communists and the West on another. It i s  being played 
by the Communists with i n f i n i t e  patience and with a double goal. While the  
French Communist Party and the Algerian Communist Party openly support the 
revolution and demand peace i n  Algeria (knowing tha t  the mere f a c t  of t h e i r  
ca l l ing  f o r  peace w i l l  make it more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the non-Communist par t ies  t o  
take the same posit ion),  Moscow says very l i t t l e  about it. It appears t o  have 
some doubts about the FIX i t s e l f ,  but it i s  wil l ing t o  favor it i n  a general 
way. The main Russian f ea r  i s  tha t  Algeria w i l l  be another Indochina, with 
the  subst i tut ion of American f o r  French influence, a s  in South Vietnam. Com- 
munist propaganda t o  the Arab world these days i s  much harder on the United 
S ta tes  than on France o r  Britain.  A steady drumfire i s  kept up t o  convince 
the Arabs tha t  America i s  the r e a l  enemy and t o  point out t o  the  misled, duped 
Anglo-French t h a t  the United States  i s  merely anxious t o  do them out of t h e i r  
empire. 

But meamhile posit ions a r e  being slowly set up f o r  the  final k i l l .  
On the one hand it i s  improbable that ,  f o r  a long time t o  come, any.mJori ty  
i n  favor of an Algerian settlement can be found i n  the French Asserdbly without 
the support of the  Communists. The constant th rea t  of a Popular Front govern- 
ment hangs over the issue and d i s t o r t s  it. This month s new l e f t i s t  party i s  
being formed i n  France, composed of dissident soc i a l i s t s  unhappy over the of- 
f i c i a l  Mollet policy and other sp l in te r  l e f t  groupings. It w i l l  be called 
tentat ively the "Union of the Soc ia l i s t  Left .n It i s  not a t  a l l  important 
yet ,  but it i s  a straw i n  the wind, f o r  i t s  platform c a l l s  f o r  "Peace i n  North 
Africa based on a new majority not excluding the Communists." 



On the other hand, the Communists w i l l  soon of fe r  arms t o  Algeria or  
mike them available through intermediaries i n  the Middle Zast, and they w i l l  
f i n a l l y  be accepted. Thus the C o m n i s t s  w i l l  be i n  the posit ion of the chess 
player who has interposed h i s  knight between the enew king and queen: one or  
the  other piece w i l l  f a l l .  Either France, progressively exhausted i n  a finan- 
c i a l  sense by the revolution and eroded sp i r i t ua l ly  by in te rna l  division,  w i l l  
make a settlement through a Popular Front government, o r  France will f i gh t  
stubbornly on with a r i g h t i s t  government and the FW and the whole Algerian 
Liberation Movement w i l l  be gradually swallowed by the Co~mrunists. One of 
these two al ternat ives  i s  inevitable unless, by some miracle, reason returns 
t o  the  national par t ies  i n  the French Assenibly (i .e. ,  the non-~ommunists) and 
they agree t o  the Algerian thes i s  before t h i s  happens. 

There i s  l i t t l e  use i n  spel l ing out the gravity of these prospects 
i f  some attempt i s  not made t o  consider solutions. Is  there anything the 
United States  can do t o  reverse the general trend of the climate i n  North 
Africa? Most observers here, of whom I am one, and most sincere f r iends of 
the  United S ta tes  i n  Tunisia think it w i l l  be very d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not impossi- 
b l e ,  unless several fundamental steps a re  taken i n  the next few months. Among 
these are: 

1 )  A firm stand by the United S ta tes  f o r  Algerian independence, a t  
l e a s t  privately (and most Tunisians s t r e s s  and understand the need f o r  working 
away from the l imelight ra ther  than through sudden, bluster ing announcements ) 
of the s o r t  taken on the i n i t i a t i v e  of President Roosevelt by America i n  re- 
gard t o  India 's  freedom during World War 11. 

2) A program of "massive" economic aid t o  Tunisia (which bids f a i r  t o  
become the Jordan of North ~ f r i c a )  designed t o  show t h a t  it i s  worth while t o  
b e  the friend of the United States,  jus t  a s  the  Soviet Union i s  now proving t o  
everyone tha t  it pays Syria and Egypt t o  be associated with it. It i s  worth 
recal l ing the disappointed protes t  of Bourgulba l a s t  spring when the Richards 
Misglion a l lo t t ed  h i s  country a pittance: "America t r e a t s  her enemies b e t t e r  
than her friends," was his comment. American a i d  t o  Tunisia t h i s  year: 
$8,000,000. Soviet a id  t o  Syria, a country of almost exactly the same popula- 
t i o n  and income level:  $200,000,000. Many Tunisians think tha t  economic aid  
t o  the  tune of about $100,000,000 a year f o r  the next t en  years would be enough 
t o  s t a r t  the econolqy ro l l i ng  i n  an i r revers ib le  direct ion and make Tunisia a 
kind of "show window f o r  democracy" i n  the  Arab world. E w r t s  may disagree 
on the sum, but the  cost  w i l l  not be cheap. But i f  American leaders and pub- 
l i c  opinion decide not t o  pay it, l e t  them not complain when they wake up some 
morning t o  find Soviet penetration of North Africa a - f a i t  accompli a s  it now 
i s  i n  the Middle East. 

3) A somewhat similar l i b e r a l  economic arrangement with Morocco, a l -  
though the need i s  l e s s  pressing. One which, however, w i l l  involve the even- 
ua l  removal of American bases there.  Since these bases a r e  destined t o  become 
re la t ive ly  useless within a few years when an ICBM i s  produced, sage diplomscy 
should cer ta inly make some promise a s  t o  eventual relinquishment now. The 
hard f a c t  i s  tha t  the  longer the bases remain the more f r i c t i o n  there w i l l  be 
with Moroccan opinion. 



4 ) A large-scale general-education and technical-education program t o  
be carried out both within the  countries concerned and i n  Western countries. 
For the  next few years language problems w i l l  impede any considerable number 
of North Africans from coming t o  the United S ta tes .  But a program could be 
worked out whereby fellowships would be offered by American in s t i t u t i ons  f o r  
study i n  French-language countries, i . e . ,  France, Belgium, and Switzerland -- 
the  countries t o  which Tunisia i s  now sending a s  many of i t s  br ight  young men 
a s  it can afford to .  Conversely funds could be provided f o r  teachers from 
French-language countries t o  come here t o  teach. T h i s  gear,  i n  the  primary 
f i e l d ,  Tunisia asked for  500 French teachers and got 20. Msny reasons m i t i -  
gated against  a full response, but the  low salary-scale was amng the  most i m -  
portant .  If the  posts a r e  made a t t r a c t i v e  enough, teachers w i l l  come, and 
eventually, when English i s  well-enough known a s  a secondary language i n  the 
middle schools, English-speaking teachers can take par t  i n  the  program. Fa i l -  
ing some arrangement of t h i s  kind Syrian and Egyptian influence i n  the  i n t e l -  
l e c tua l  domin i n  North Africa will become predominant within a decade with a 
dis t ress ing outlook f o r  the  governments concerned, not t o  speak of Western 
in te res t s .  

This i s  the  minimum program of co-operation, anythin3 l e s s  than which 
i s  l i ke ly  t o  lose  North Africa within a few years. There i s  nothing i n  it 
which i s  not known t o  American diplornets i n  the  f i e l d .  The I C A  Mission i n  
Tunisia, f o r  example, i s  well  aware of the  insufficiency of the  funds a l l o t t ed  
it, and i n  the  f i e l d  of education it already has going projects  and plans f o r  
the  future  which a re  highly commendable (although it i s  my personal view t h a t  
any large-scale education program should be degovernraentalized and handled 
e i t h e r  by a foundation o r  by a group of univers i t ies) .  But the  contacts of 
organizations l i k e  I C A  a r e  made mostly within a closed d ip lomt i c  c i r c l e ,  and 
t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  an attempt t o  broaden the  base of those who understand the  neces- 
s i t y  f o r  remedial socio-economic action i n  North Africa a s  soon a s  possible. 

Even a l l  t h i s  may not suf f ice  t o  re-establish a climate of warmth 
and confidence. I n  t rying t o  judge the  causes f o r  the  deter iorat ion of West- 
ern  stock here, weight must be given t o  the  repercussion of outside events. 
Our present posit ion of mil i tary  strength, o r  the temporary lack of it, has 
put  doubts i n t o  the minds of many would-be supporters of the  West. Americans 
have always been considered r ich,  and while it i s  f i ne  t o  be r i c h  i f  you a r e  
a l s o  thought generous and puwerful a t  the same t i m e ,  f o r  a long period many 
Arab s t a t e s  have had the  idea t h a t  America i s  niggardly ra ther  than generous, 
and they now begin t o  suspect t ha t  it  m y  be weak, too. The temptation t o  
disengage i n  these circumstances i s  obvious. 

I n  postscr ipt  there i s  one f i n a l  source of concern which has bothered 
me from time t o  time recently,  and tha t  i s  what a l i b e r a l  Frenchman, an ex-Gov- 
ernor of Algeria, i n  discussing Franco-Algerian re la t ions ,  called th'e "realm of 
respect." Many North Africans have expressed t o  me t h e i r  inquietude t h a t  t h e i r  
people a re  not r ea l l y  considered the 1:l equal of the  ordinary Westerner. 
While not accusing the  average airman i n  Morocco, f o r  example, of racism, and 
while making allowances f o r  the  msny obstacles i n  the  way of penetrating Muslim 
society (here I am speaking only of North Africa and not of the  Middle ~ a s t ) ,  
there  seems t o  be something i n  t h i s .  To many Americans the  Germans a r e  clean 
and prosperous, the English stalwart ,  the  I t a l i a n s  a r t i s t i c ,  the  Japanese i n -  
dustrious,  and so on, but there  i s  l i t t l e  t h a t  i s  a t t r ibu ted  t o  the  average 



"Arab." H i s  way of l i f e ,  his re l igion and thought, h i s  family re la t ions  a r e  
e i t he r  so s l igh t ly  d i f fe ren t  t ha t  they jar  for  not being ident ica l  o r  so i m -  
possibly a l i en  a s  t o  make understanding too d i f f i cu l t ;  and h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and 
economic demands a re  often considered t o  f i t  ill Kith the degree of h i s  soc ia l  
and in t e l l ec tua l  advancement. A f lagrant  example of what I mean i s  found i n  
a statement reported t o  have been made by ex-Premier Georges Bidault i n  a 
public r a l l y  i n  Par is  l a s t  week. As quoted i n  LIActhon here i n  Tunis, he said 
t o  h i s  audience: 

"What I am saying i s  pitched t o  the  leve l  of the  average l i s t ene r ;  
t ha t  is,  a high-school graduate i f  he i s  French, and a minister i f  he i s  an 
Arab. " 

This kind of thinking i s  not only vulgar, it i s  po l i t i ca l ly  disas- 
t rous  -- for  it i s  i n  t h i s  realm of respect more then any other t ha t  the  French 
have l o s t  Algeria. 

I n  the same way, l a s t  year when I was v i s i t i ng  composers of AUFS 
member colleges, a student mentioned tha t  he had spent the summer i n  an in te r -  
national study group. When I asked him how he had found it and what he 
thought of h i s  fellow students, he answered tha t  he had l iked them a l l  "ex- 
cept the Arabs," whom he thought vain, argumentative and not open t o  reason. 
We had a long t a l k  about it and 1 think I understood h i s  viewpoint, but I kept 
thinking tha t  his bluff approach t o  a defensively sensi t ive  group was bound t o  
f a i l .  A wider perspective of Arab problems and manners, a l i t t l e  smoothness 
of the tongue, and a cer ta in  formal politeness might have done the job. But 
it was a contact wasted because, I suspect, each expected too much of the  
other. 

When considering the a t t r ac t ion  tha t  communist countries held f o r  
the Moroccan students who v is i ted  them t h i s  summer, it i s  well t o  keep t h i s  
fac tor  of pride and prejudice i n  mind. Many of the  returnees made an  absolute 
iden t i f ica t ion  of communist society with a young, sound, constructive, comrade- 
l y  and dis interested a t t i tude ;  and they contrasted t h i s  with t h e i r  view of the 
Western businessman a s  a senile,  greedy, lazy, profit-seeking exploiter who 
despised them while he robbed them. Thfs s e t  of values may seem grotesque t o  
American readers but it t e s t i f i e s  i n  par t  t o  the enormous need of the younger 
generation Arabs t o  belong, t o  be accepted i n  the outside world a s  f i r s t - c l a s s  
c i t i zens ,  and it i s  an indication of the  long, inner personal humiliation 
which so many feel t o  be t h e i r  principal grief against the  West. 

This i s  a long-range problem and it w i l l  require a l o t  of contacts, 
plus a l o t  of t a c t  and concession on both sides before any progress shows. 
There a r e  many Americans i n  the  countries of North Africa who maintain the 
f ' r iendliest  personal contacts with Muslims, usually Westernized, but t h e i r  
sympathy often does not extend t o  the c iv i l i za t ion  a s  a whole; t h a t  i s  viewed 
a s  a theater  piece, and the merchants, nomads, manual laborers,  and servants 
who make it up a s  exotic players on a stage. Unless there i s  a marked psycho- 
log ica l  change i n  t h i s  viewpoint and u n t i l  Westerners begin t o  consider the  
Arabs a s  human beings, i n  the same way t h a t  they think of Austrians, Danes, o r  
Argentineans, there  i s  not much hope fo r  any rea l ly  sound friendship between 
the West and the Arab world, a t  l e a s t  t ha t  par t  of it wi th  which I am familiar.  




