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The  publication in t h e s e  p a g e s  is one  of a 
cont inuing s e r i e s  from A M E R I C A N  L 'NI -  

VL'.IISI?'IES F I E L D  S T A F F  correspondents  
o n  current developments i n  world affairs .  

T i ~ i s  correspondence is dis tr ibuted by 
the AUFS as a contribution t o  the American 
fund of information on  s ignif icant  foreign 
events ,  trends, and personal i t ies .  T h e  in- 

formal l e t t e r s ,  ref lect ing tile current  judg- 
nlents of men on the s c e n e ,  are  of primary 
in te res t  to the universi t ies  and co l leges  
a h i c l ~  co-operatively sponsor  the AllFS, a 
n o n ~ r o f i t  corporation. 

,- 
l h e  l e t t e r s  are  ava i lab le  by arrange- 

ment to  other educat ional  inst i tut ions,  
b u s i n e s s  and publishing firms, and public 
affairs  groups in te res ted  in  the findings of 
except ional ly qualified correspondents .  T h e  
wri ters  have been chosen for their abi l i ty  
t o  u s e  scliolarly a s  well a s  journalistic 
s k i l l s  irl col lect ing,  reporting, and evalu- 
a t ing  data .  Each h a s  res ided  in h i s  a r e a  of 
n s s i g n m e ~ ~ t  long enough t o  be thoroughly a t  
home in i t ,  and h a s  combined personal  ob- 
se rva t ion  and experience with advanced 
s tud ies .  

T h e  le t t e r s  are  copyrighted and  must 
not be reproduced or republished i n  whole 
or i n  part, or given secondary distribution, 
excep t  by arrangement with t h e  A U  F S .  
Facu l ty  members of co l leges  and  univer- 
s i t i e s  receiving the AUFS s e r v i c e s  a re  priv- 
ileged t o  u s e  the le t t e r s  i n  classroom work, 
and s tudents  of t h e s e  inst i tut ions may draw 
on the material i n  them for academic papers  
not planned for publication. 

Letters a n d  reports i ssued by t h e  
A M E R I C A N  UNIVERSITIES  F I E L D  S T A F F  
are not selected to accord with an editorial 
policy and do not represent the v i ews  of i t s  
membership. Responsibility /or accuracy of 
/acts  a n d  for opinions expressed in the 
let ters m d  reports res ts  solely with the 
individual correspondents. 

A L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  F. G a l l a g h e r  

T u n i  s 
December  1 6 ,  1 9 5 7  

E v e r y  T h u r s d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a t  a  v a r i -  
a b l e  h o u r  somewhere  b e t w e e n  1 0  a n d  11, t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T u n i s i a n  R e p u b l i c ,  H a b i b  
B o u r g u i b a ,  who i s  a l s o  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  
s p e a k s  i n f o r m a l l y  t o  t h e  p r e s s  f r o m  his 
o r n a t e ,  h e a v i l y - c a r p e t e d  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  ( e x - ~ e y l i c a l )  P a l a c e  i n  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  T u n i s .  E v e r y  T h u r s d a y  e v e n i n g  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e c o r d e d  v o i c e  r e a c h e s  o u t  a c r o s s  
t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  r a d i o  i n  a  s o m e t i m e s  l o n g i s h  
f i r e s i d e  c h a t ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  h e  e x p l a i n s ,  
e x p o u n d s  a n d  e x c o r i a t e s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  e v e r y -  
t h i n g  f r o m  women 's  r i g h t s  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  
r e m o v i n g  t h e  v e i l  t o  t h e  war  i n  A l g e r i a  o r  
t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  g r o u n d w o r k  of t h e  T u n i s i a n  
s t a t e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  week t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  who b e l i e v e s  f i r m l y  i n  t h e  v a l u e  
of  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p r o p a g a n d a  a s  a i d s  t o  
h i s  p o l i c i e s ,  f r e e l y  d i s p e n s e s  i n t e r v i e w s  
t o  members o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  and  
t o  v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s ;  c o n f e r s  r e g u l a r l y ,  
a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  w i t h  h i s  min -  
i s t e r s ,  now c a l l e d  " S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e " ;  
c o l l a b o r a t e s  on  t h e  f i n a l  w o r d i n g  o f  t h e  
somewhat  d e l a y e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s e t s  a  
f a s t  p a c e  f o r  a  young ,  v i b r a n t ,  a n d  u n o r t h o -  
d o x  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h ,  more  t h a n  a n y -  
t h i n g  e l s e ,  r e c a l l s  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  e a r l y  
d a y s  o f  t h e  New D e a l  t o  A m e r i c a n  v i s i t o r s .  

T h i s  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
r e f o r m  r e g i m e  o f  2 5  y e a r s  a g o  i s  f a r  f r o m  
c o i n c i d e n t a l .  T u n i s i a ,  more  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
s t a t e  i n  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d ,  h a s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
t a k e n  o n  many of t h e  t r a p p i n g s  a n d  t h e  
n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
s y s t e m ,  j u s t  a s  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  J a p a n  i n  t h e  

Cop! riglit 1'357 .-inlcr~c,~n Cniver5itiei Field St.lH, Inc 



1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f e l t  c o m ~ e l l e d  t o  I q z e i ~ t  a 
p e e r a g e  a n d  e  s t a b l i s h  a parliamrni;a:.jr 
d e m o c r a c y  u n d e r  c  o n s t i t ~ t i o n a l  rnona~-c,l!jr 
i n  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  t h e n  p r e d o m i n a n t  B r i t i s h  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  F o r  i t  was  i n  1 9 3 $  that 
H a b i b  B s x r g u i b a  t o o k  o v e r  I s a d e r s h S p  sf 
t h e  T u n i s i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  movement  a n d  
f o u n d e d  t h e  n e o - D e s t o u r  P a r t j ,  a n d  zs  a 
y o u n g  l a w y e r  h e  w a s  p r o f o u n d l y  impressed 
by F r a n k l i n  R o o s e v e l  t 1  s r e d r a w l c g  o f  t h s  
s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  rnap o f  t h e  Q n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  

B o u r g u i b a  gives y o u  t h e  impres- 
s i o n ,  when y o u  s e e  h i n ,  o f  a l a t t e r - d a y  
R o o s e v e l t ,  I n t e n s e ,  d y n a n i c ,  and  p o s s e s s -  
i n g  g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  c h a r m  a n d  warmth ,  h e  
h a s  a n  a i r  w h i c h  ne-:er l e t s  y o u  r e l a x  f r o m  
t h e  moment  h e  t a k e s  y o u  b y  t h e  arm a s  you 
e n t e r  h i s  s t u d y  a n d  g u i d e s  y o u  t o  a icw, 
l e a t h e r  c h a i r ;  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i s  r a p i d  
a n d  s t a c c a t o ,  p u n c t u a t e d  by g e s t u r e s  o f  
e a r n e s t n e s s  a n d  i m p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  r e i n f o r c e d  
by a s e r i e s  o f  a l m o s t  B a r r y m o r e a n  e x p r e s -  
s i o n s  o f  s u n s h i n e  a n d  s t o r m .  He t ' j i n k s  
o l  h i r s e l f ,  a n d  i s ,  a m o l d e r  o f  m e n 1  s 
m i n d s  -- f o r  i t  i s  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  o f  a 
l e a d e r  t r y i n g  t~ t e l c h  h i s  n e o p l e  +,o t h i n k  
i s s u e s  o i l t  t h a t  h e  h a s  made h i s  m o s t  o r i g i -  
n a l  c o n t r i b i ~ t i o n s  t o  p r e s e n t - d a y  N o r t h  
A f r i c a n  p o l i t i c s .  C a l l e d  by h i s  d e t r a c -  
t o r s  a " d r a w i n g - r o o m  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  " h e  
h a d  t h e  s e n s e  t o  s e e  a g e n e r a t i o n  a g o  t h a t  
i n  a  l o n g  s t r u g ~ l e  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  v e r b a l  
e l o q u e n c e  a n d  r h e t o r i c a l  t a c t i c  were a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a s  b o y c o t t s  a n d  g u e r r i l l a  war- 
f a r e .  

He i s  a l s o  l i k e  R o o s e v e l t ,  a n d  
N e h r u ,  a n d  o n e  who le  r a n g e  o f  s t a t e s m e n ,  
i n  f a v o r i n g  t h e  d r a m a t i c  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  
o f  t h e  w o r l d  o f t e n  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  t h e  
humdrum p r o b l e m s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e ,  " I f  y o u  
w a n t  him t o  make a d e c i s i o n  i n  e c o n o m i c  
p o l i c y , "  one of  h i s  c ' l o s e  a d v i s o r s  s a i d  
t o  me, " y o u  have t o  o u t l i n e  i t  c l e a r i y  
a n d  c o n c i s e l y ,  e x p l a i n  i t  w i  t h o l r t  hesita- 
t i o n  a n d  p r e s s  f o r  a s t a t e m e n t  t h e n  a n 2  
t h e r e .  I f  y o u  d o n ' t  s e t t l e  i t  t h e n ,  h e  
w i l l  t u r n  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a n ?  p u t  i t  on  
t h e  s h e l f . "  And, a s  m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d  o f  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  l e a d e r ,  p e r s o n a l  a f f e c t i o n  
a n d  t r u s t  p l a y  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  h i s  o f i i c i a l  
l i f e .  B o u r g u i b a  i s  t h e  T u n i s i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  - 
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and t h e  men i n  o f f i c e  around him a r e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  v e t e r a n s  o f  
twenty  y e a r s  of  j o i n t  s t r u g g l e s ,  whose comple te  l o y a l t y  i s  t a k e n  
f o r  g r a n t e d .  T h i s  i s  one r e a s o n  why t h e  d e f e c t i o n  of  S a l a h  ben 
Youssef l a s t  y e a r  was s o  v i o l e n t l y  t a k e n ;  t o  Bourguiba i t  was 
n o t  o n l y  t r e a s o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u n i s i a n  f a t h e r l a n d ,  i t  was a  p e r -  
s o n a l  b e t r a y a l  by a  t r u s t e d  l i e u t e n a n t  which was a lmos t  incom- 
p r e h e n s i b l e  t o  him. 

Along w i t h  h a v i n g  p u t  t h e  i m p r i n t  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  
upon T u n i s i a n  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  Bourguiba h a s  p rov ided  T u n i s i a n  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w i t h  an approach  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problems which 
h a s  e a r n e d  a  name among f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s :  Bourguibism. What 
i s  t fBourguibismft  and what a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  i t  r e p r e s e n t s ?  

I n  B o u r g u i b a ' s  own words, h i s  p o l i c y  i s  t o  "advance by 
n e g o t i a t i o n ,  a g r e e i n g  on f i x e d  s t a g e s ,  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a l l  ag reemen t s  
made, and u s i n g  them a s  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e s  t o  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s e n  
T h i s  remark i s  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of Bourguibat  s p o l i c i e s  
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  independence ,  p o l i c i e s  which he h a s  r e c e n t l y  
been u r g i n g  upon A l g e r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  many of  whom have p r e -  
f e r r e d  more d i r e c t  a c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  a  jump o v e r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
g o a l s  t o  t h e  f i n a l  o b j e c t i v e .  ( Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  h i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t  t o  h o l d  t h e  A l g e r i a n s  back from t h e  edges  of  
an " independence -o r -no th ing"  a t t i t u d e ,  h a s  been an e x c e l l e n t  
example of r e v e r s e  br inkmanship . )  The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  
o r  s i x  y e a r s  i n  T u n i s i a ,  w i t h  s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  o f  c a b i n e t  govern- 
ment, i n t e r n a l  autonomy (19551, independence  " w i t h  i n t e r d e p e n d -  
ence"  (March, 1 9 5 6 ) ,  and now t r u e  independence ,  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  p r o c e s s .  I n  American te rms,  B o u r g u i b i s t  t h e o r y  i s  l i k e  t h e  
t a c t i c s  of a  f o o t b a l l  team which n e v e r  t r i e s  f o r  t h e  q u i c k  
breakaway, b u t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  makes t h r e e  y a r d s  on e v e r y  p lay ;  i t  
may n o t  l o o k  i m p r e s s i v e  a s  i t  g r i n d s  fo rward ,  b u t  i t  g e t s  r e s u l t s .  

Another  e x p l i c i t  p r i n c i p l e  of  Bourguibism i s ,  "Always 
n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  y o u r  a d v e r s a r y  of  t o d a y  w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  
he w i l l  be y o u r  f r i e n d  o f  tomorrow." T h i s  p o l i c y  h a s  been con- 
s i s t e n t l y  f o l l o w e d ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  a l m o s t  snapped a t  s e v e r a l  
p o i n t s ,  w i t h  France .  Even a t  t i m e s  o f  b l a c k e s t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
F rance ,  Bourguiba h a s  a lways  known t h a t  c o - o p e r a t i o n  between t h e  
two c o u n t r i e s  would a g a i n  someday be e s s e n t i a l ;  and he  r e p r o a c h e s  
bo th  t h e  French  and t h e  A l g e r i a n s  on t h i s  s c o r e  now. H i s  p r e s s u r e  
on t h e  French  t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e i r  g a r r i s o n s ,  r e l i n q u i s h  c o n t r o l  o f  
a i r d r o m e s ,  and g i v e  up f r o n t i e r  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  h a s  been c o n s t a n t  
and u n r e m i t t i n g  (and s u c c e s s f u l ) ,  b u t  i t  h a s  a l m o s t  n e v e r  been s o  
a b r u p t  a s  t o  c a u s e  a n  out-and-out  r u p t u r e .  Such d r a m a t i c  measures  
a s  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  m a r t i a l  law i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  g o v e r n o r a t e s  
b o r d e r i n g  on A l g e r i a ,  and t h e  r e c a l l  of t h e  T u n i s i a n  Ambassador 
t o  France ,  were q u i c k l y  tempered,  when i t  seemed t h e y  had gone 
a  shade  t o o  f a r ,  by p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  j u d i c i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
n e x t  week's  r a d i o  t a l k ,  and a  f u l l  b r e a k  h a s  n e v e r  come. Yet 
Bourguiba h a s  c e r t a i n l y  p layed  t h e  c a r d  of s u p p o r t  f o r  A l g e r i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s m  much more a u d a c i o u s l y ,  and from a l e g a l i s t i c  view- 
p o i n t  h a s  behaved much more i r r e g u l a r l y ,  t han  h a s  Morocco. And, 
i n  s p i t e  of i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  s e r i o u s  t e n s i o n  w i t h  France ,  he h a s  



g o t t e n  away w i t h  i t .  He h a s  e v e n  managed t h e  d o u b l y  d i f f i c u l t  
t a s k  o f  s h e l t e r i n g  A l g e r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  Tun i s ,  which  h a s  be-  
come t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  FLN ( ~ a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  
F r o n t )  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
of h i s  own c o u n t r y  o r  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  some 200,000 Europeans  who 
l i v e  h e r e  i n  p e r f e c t  t r a n q u i l l i t y .  

P r e s e n t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Egypt  p r o v i d e  a n o t h e r  example  
of  t r e a t i n g  t o d a y ' s  a d v e r s a r y  a s  t omor row ' s  p o s s i b l e  p a r t n e r .  
A l though  i t  i s  an  o v e r s t a t e m e n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  Egypt  a n  " a d v e r s a r y "  
of  T u n i s i a ,  r e l a t i o n s  be tween  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  a r e  q u i t e  c o o l .  
But one would  n e v e r  s u s p e c t  t h i s  f rom o f f i c i a l  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  n o r  f rom t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  g r a t i t u d e  evoked  by  
t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  a  few t h o u s a n d  E g y p t i a n  r i f l e s  l a s t  week, n o r  
f rom t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  t h a t  come a n d  go be tween  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  
P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  h a s  t o  be t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  -- 
a l t h o u g h  T u n i s i a n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i.s r e l a t i v e l y  s u b t l e  and Bour- 
g u i b a  h a s  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  g r a s p  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  
e v e n t s  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  -- b u t ,  i t  seems t h a t  Bourgu iba  i s  
u n w i l l i n g ,  i n  s p i t e  of  o f t e n  s h a r p  a t t a c k s  on him i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  
p r e s s  and open  c o m p l a i n t s  by E g y p t i a n  d i p l o m a t s  h e r e  o v e r  
T u n i s i a n  p o l i c y ,  t o  d i s m i s s -  t h e -  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a f u t u r e  r a p p r o c h e -  
ment w i t h  C a i r o ,  e i t h e r  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  r e p e a t e d  d e s i r e  t o  make --- 
of T u n i s i a  a hyphen  be tween  E a s t  and West,  o r  s h o u l d  i t  e v e r  be- 
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come n e c e s s a r y ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  Arab i o l i d a r i t ~  o r  f o r  any 
o t h e r  r e a s o n ,  t o  a l t e r  t h e  c o u r s e  h e  h a s  s e t ,  The P r e s i d e n t  i s  
n o t  one t o  b u r n  h i s  b r i d g e s  b e h i n d  him. 

A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  T u n i s i a n  hyphen  i s  r a t h e r  o n e - s i d e d .  
The government  h a s  d e f i n i t e l y  c h o s e n  t h e  West, o r ,  t o  p u t  i t  i n  
o t h e r  t e r m s ,  h a s  c h o s e n  what  i t  c o n s i d e r s  t o  be  t h e  camp o f  
f reedom. Bourgu iba  h i m s e l f  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s -  
t o r i c o - g e o g r a p h i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  i n  p a r t ,  b u t  e m p h a s i z e s  a l s o  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e  i n v o l v e d ,  I n  f a c t ,  i t  would be  w e l l  t o  
remember t h a t  T u n i s i a  i s  more a t t a c h e d  t o  c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s  -- 
l i b e r t y ,  d i g n i t y ,  economic w e l l - b e i n g ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  t h a t  
o r d e r  -- which  i t  f e e l s  c a n  b e s t  be a t t a i n e d  by c o - o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  
t h e  West, t h a n  t o  t h e  West as a n  a b s t r a c t  i d e a .  The O c c i d e n t ,  
l i k e  a  r i c h  woman, i s  p e r h a p s  more s u s c e p t i b l e  o f  b e i n g  l o v e d  
f o r  h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  way of  l i f e  and  t h e  g l amor  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  h e r ,  
t h a n  f o r  a n y  i n t r i n s i c  m o r a l  v i r t u e .  The camp o f  l i b e r t y  i s  a l s o  
t h e  camp of t h e  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  and t h a t  makes i t  a l l  
t h e  more d e s i r a b l e .  But if t h e  West f a i l s  T u n i s i a ,  as a  few 
T u n i s i a n s  f e a r  i t  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  do ( s e e  CFG-l@-'S7 "Though t s  
f rom T u n i s " ) ,  a  made - to -o rde r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e x c u s e  i s  r e a d y  t o  
e x p l a i n  s u b s e q u e n t  d i s i l l u s i o n  and  d e f e c t i o n .  

An example  o f  t h i s  was p r o v i d e d  r e c e n t l y  i n  a c o n v e r -  
s a t i o n  I had  w i t h  a b r i g h t ,  young, and q u i t e  "pro-Amer icann  a i d e  
of t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  When I s u g g e s t e d  some of t h e  grimmer p o l i t i c a l  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  economic do ldrums ,  h e  s i g h e d  r e -  
s i g n e d l y  and s a i d :  "Yes, b u t  i f  we f i n a l l y  d i d  l e a v e  t h e  West, 
i t  would be y o u r  f a u l t .  I t  would mean t h a t  we h a d  been  u n a b l e  t o  
c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  you a s  we wanted  t o ,  and t h a t  we would be b e t t e r  



o f f  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  You, t h e  West,  would l o s e ,  and p e o p l e  
l i k e  me and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  r eg ime  would l o s e ,  b u t  e m p i r i c a l l y  
t h e  mass  of t h e  p e o p l e  would be b e t t e r  o f f . "  I n  o t h e r  words,  
t h e  " p e o p l e n  a r e  n e u t r a l ;  t h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t o  
t a k e  s t e p s  t o  improve  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  and  i n c r e a s e  
t h e i r  s e l f  - r e s p e c t ,  Bourgu iba  and h i s  government  have  t o l d  them 
t h a t  t h i s  c a n  b e s t  be d  one by r e m a i n i n g  f i r m l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  Wes t e rn  
p r i n c i p l e s  and work ing  w i t h  t h e  West. I t  i s  now up t o  t h e  l e a d e r s  
t o  p r o v e  i t .  

T h i s  w a i t - a n d - s e e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  a v e r a g e  T u n i s i a n  i s  
s t i l l  t empe red  by an  open  f r i e n d l i n e s s  t o w a r d  e v e r y t h i n g  Wes t e rn ,  
which  i s  p a r t l y  t h e  b a s i c  t emperament  of a n  e a s y - g o i n g  p e o p l e ,  
l e s s  d i s p o s e d  t o  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n s  t h a n  are t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
mos t  Arab c o u n t r i e s ,  and  i s  p a r t l y  communicated t o  them t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  government  a n d  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  i t .  The u n f e i g n e d  d e l i g h t  
of  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l b o y s  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  an American,  f o r  example ,  
c a n  o n l y  be t h e  r e s u l t  of what  t h e y  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  have h e a r d  
a t  home on t h e  r a d i o  o r  wha t  t h e y  have been  t a u g h t  a t  s c h o o l ,  
And t h e r e  i s  a  t o u c h i n g  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  imminence o f  s o l u t i o n s .  
C o n v e r s i n g  a t  random t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  you mee t  t h i s  s o r t  
o f  s t a t e m e n t .  "Yes, I am unemployed,  The re  i s  no work t o  b e  
had,  b u t  Bourgu iba  w i l l  do some th ing ;  he  i s  v e r y  c l e v e r ,  And 
I am s u r e  y o u  w i l l  h e l p ,  too ."  

I t  m i g h t  be u n f a i r  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  Bourgu iba  gove rn -  
ment  h a s  s e t  a  c  o u r s e  f o r  T u n i s i a  which involves t u r n i n g  i t s  
back on t h e  Arab Midd le  E a s t ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  t o o  much t o  s a y  t h a t  
i t  h a s  l e f t  o n l y  a  c r a c k  open i n  t h e  d o o r ,  The p r o o f  l i e s  n o t  
o n l y  i n  numerous m i n i s t e r i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  T u n i s i a  
h a s  " a n o t h e r  way o f  t h i n k i n g , "  o r  t h a t  t h e  Arab c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  
E a s t  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a dream-xor ld ,  b u t  i n  t h e  r o u t i n e  o r i e n t a t i o n  
i t  i s  g i v i n g  t o  i t s  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s ,  A p a r t  f r o m  i t s  a d h e r e n c e  
t o  t h e  i l l - f a t e d  E i senhower  D o c t r i n e ,  a b o u t  which t h e  less s a i d  
t h e  b e t t e r ,  t h e  k e y s t o n e  l i e s  i n  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Arab League ,  
T u n i s i a  i s  where t h e  Arab  League s t o p s  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  and Bour- 
g u i b a ' s  s t a t e m e n t  l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  he  would r a t h e r  j o i n  N A T O  t h a n  
t h e  Arab League h a s  n o t  been f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t ,  The 
whole  q u e s t i o n  of  I s r a e l  and  t h e  a l m o s t  t o t a l  amalgamat ion  o f  
T u n i s i a n  Jews w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p o i n t .   h he 
r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  of some Arab c o u n t r i e s  t o  compete  
a g a i n s t  a T u n i s i a n  J ewi sh  w r e s t l e r  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  pan-Arab games 
i n  B e i r u t  was t a k e n  a s  a s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e  h e r e . )  

I l l u m i n a t i n g ,  t o o ,  a r e  t h e  v i s a  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f o r e i g n  
n a t i o n a l s  e n t e r i n g  T u n i s i a :  t h o s e  who need  no v i s a  a r e  c i t i z e n s  
of F r a n c e ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  Wes t e rn  Germany, S w i t z e r l a n d ,  A u s t r i a ,  
Belgium,  Canada,  C h i l e ,  Cuba, Denmark, G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  H o l l a n d ,  
I r e l a n d ,  L i e c h t e n s t e i n ,  Luxembourg, Monaco, New Zea l and ,  Norway 
and Sweden. Not one o t h e r  Arab c o u n t r y  i s  on t h e  l i s t ,  I n  t h e  
same way, a l l  t r a f f i c  f r o m  Tun i s  h e a d s  f o r  Europe  -- go n o r t h ,  
young man, i s  t h e  o r d e r  of t h e  day.  Three  o r  f o u r  p l a n e s  a  d a y  
fly be tween  T u n i s i a  and F r a n c e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one week ly  
s e r v i c e  t o  C a i r o ,  F i g a r o ,  Le Monde, Combat, and t h e  P a r i s  p a p e r s  



of  t h e  d a y  a r e  hawked on t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e v e n i n g  and 
r e a d  w i d e l y ,  b u t  t r y  t o  f i n d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  news- 
p a p e r  f rom t h e  Midd le  E a s t  i n  t h e  s t a n d s .  

A s  w i t h  communica t i ons ,  s o  w i t h  l a n g u a g e .  The re  i s  n o t  
a T u n i s i a n  m i n i s t e r  who was n o t  e d u c a t e d  i n  F r a n c e  and who d o e s  
n o t  p o s s e s s  an  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  F r e n c h  c u l t u r e ;  a l l  of them 
speak  p e r f e c t  F r e n c h  b u t  many do  n o t  speak  good A r a b i c  a t  a l l .  
Government communica t i ons  a r e  ove rwhe lming ly  e d i t e d  i n  F r e n c h  
and i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  a hodge-podge 
of b o t h  t o n g u e s ,  b u t  a s  t e c h n i c  a 1  c o n t e n t  and  d i f f i c u l t y  i n c r e a s e ,  
F r e n c h  p r e d o m i n a t e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  one o f f i c i a l ,  60 t o  7 0  p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  w r i t t e n  communica t i ons  a r e  i n  French .  The u s e  of  
F r e n c h ,  moreover ,  i s  n o t  c o n f i n e d ,  a s  i n  Morocco, t o  a f a i r l y  
r e s t r i c t e d  g r o u p ;  i t  i s  common t o  a l l  c l a s s e s  and i s  e v e n  f r e q u e n t  
i n  s m a l l e r  towns  a n d  v i l l a g e s .  I t ' s  u s e  i s  n o t  e v i d e n c e  of  snob-  
bism b u t  i s  t h e  f r u i t  of s e v e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  c o n t a c t  and i n -  
t e l l e c t u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  g a t h e r e d  by  a p e o p l e  w i t h  h i g h  a s s i m i l a t i v e  
g i f t s  and a  b e n t  f o r  l e a r n i n g .  The d e c i s i o n  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  S t a t e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  t o  t e a c h  F r e n c h  a s  a l i v i n g  l a n g u a g e  
t h r o u g h  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  and t o  make i t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  
i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n e x t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ( s o  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c a n  go on t o  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e ' ,  i s  p e r -  
h a p s  more t h a n  any  of  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i n d i c e s ,  s y m b o l i c  o f  t h e  
f u t u r e  t h a t  T u n i s i a ' s  l e a d e r s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

N a t u r a l l y ,  a l l  t h i s  b r i n g s  c h a r g e s  o f  " n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m n  
and  " incomple  t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  " e s p e c i a l l y  f rom v i s i t o r s  f r o m  t h e  
Arab s t a t e s .  Having t r a v e l e d  t o  T u n i s i a  on t h e  same s h i p  w i t h  
some Middle  E a s t e r n  j o u r n a l i s t s  coming h e r e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
a f t e r  h a v i n g  been  i n  Morocco, I was amused a t  some o f  t h e i r  r e -  
a c t i o n s .  To b e g i n  w i t h ,  t h e r e  we re  t h e  u s u a l  l i n g u i s t i c  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  s e r i o u s  b u t  t h e y  a r e  enough t o  d i s c o n c e r t  
a Middle  E a s t e r n e r  f o r  a b i t .  They n e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  l a u g h  when 
t h e  fish t h e y  a s k e d  f o r  as "samak" was s e r v e d  them as "h i i t "  
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which  meant  "whale"  t o  them. I n  f a c t  t h e y  c o u l d  n e v e r  raake them- 
s e l v e s  c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  T u n i s i a n  r e s t a u r a n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  
t h e  c o n s t a n t  i n t r u s i o n  of F rench  t e r m s  f o r  what  was,  i n  t h i s  
c a s e ,  d e c i d e l y  n o t  h a u t e  c u i s i n e .  But  more t h a n  t h a t ,  one o f  
them s a i d  he  f e l t  out of  t o u c h  i n  a l l  Nor th  A f r i c a  a n d  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  among T u n i s i a n s ,  who were ,  h e  added,  "More ~ r e n c h -  t h a n  t h e  
F r e n c h ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  know i t ." And a n o t h e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  i f  
i t  were  n o t  f o r  t h e  bond of  Islam, t h e r e  would be l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  
be tween  t h e  Nor th  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s  and t h o s e  o f  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ;  
a remark  I d o n ' t  c o m p l e t e l y  a g r e e  w i t h ,  b u t  one which  d o e s  p o i n t  
up a  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e a l i t y  a b o u t  Nor th  A f r i c a ,  w i t h  i t s  u n d e r l y i n g  
B e r b e r  s t r a n g e n e s s  and i t s  heavy  o v e r l a y  of Eu ropean  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  
t h a t  i s  t o o  o f t e n  g l o s s e d  o v e r .  

The c h a r g e s  t h a t  T u n i s i a  i s  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  
do n o t  r e a l l y  h o l d  w a t e r ,  t hough ;  t h e y  s t em l a r g e l y  f rom p o l i t i c a l  
demagoguery.  T h i s  i s  a  c o u n t r y ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  which  h a s  d e p r i v e d  
i t s e l f  o f  o u t s i d e  economic a s s i s t a n c e  f rom F r a n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  
i n s i s t e n c e  on f o l l o w i n g  a  c o u r s e  of c o n d u c t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  



A l g e r i a  which  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a s e n s i t i v e  F r e n c h  p a r l i a -  
ment t o  c o n t i n u e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  And a n  A l g e r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  
h e r e  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  day ,  "You, who have  l i v e d  i n  Morocco, c a n  s e e  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ;  T u n i s i a  i s  much f r e e r ,  and  t h e  dynamism of  Bour- 
g u i b a  i s  w o r t h  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  endo f '  

The q u e s t i o n  o f  T u n i s i a 1  s o v e r - a l l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  e n t e r s  t h e  
r e a l m  of c u l t u r e .  What Bourgu iba  i s  r e a l l y  a t t e m p t i n g ,  a t  t h i s  
h i n g e  i n  T u n i s i a n  h i s t o r y ,  i s  a  s y n t h e s i s  of  o l d  and  new, o f  
I s l a m i c  and C h r i s t i a n ,  o r  O c c i d e n t a l  and O r i e n t a l ,  however  i t  be 
s t a t e d ,  a n d  a  f u s i n g  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  which  T u n i s i a n s  c a l l  "Medi- 
t e r r a n e a n . "  T h i s  i s  a word now v e r y  p o p u l a r  h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
h a s  n o t  y e t  been  d e f i n e d  e x a c t l y  i n  any  p o l i t i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  con-  
t e x t .  T u n i s i a n s  t a l k  p r o u d l y  and l e n g t h i l y  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s e a  which  saw t h e  f i r s t  f l o w e r i n g  o f  h u m a n i s t i c  
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  ant1 t h e i r  e a g e r n e s s  t o  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  
a  s t i l l  v a g u e  p a n - K e d i t e r r a n e a n  r e n a i s s a n c e  i s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e .  
What a r e  t h e  r e a l  p r o s p e c t s  o f t h i s  h a p p e n i n g ?  

F i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
T u n i s i a  h o l d s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  and geog raphy  o f  North  A f r i c a .  
The mos t  s t r i k i n g  s i n g l e  f a c t  a b o u t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s  t h a t  i f  f a c e s  
t h e  s e a  w i t h  a n  i n t e n s i t y  matched o n l y  by i t s  r e n u n c i a t i o n  of 
t h e  s t e p p e - d e s e r t  i n  i t s  r e a r .  O f  T u n i s i a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  8 0  p e r  
c e n t  l i v e s  i n  wha t  i s  c a l l e d  "Mar i t ime  T u n i s i a " ,  t h e  f e r t i l e ,  
w e l l - w a t e r e d  p a r t s  of  t h e  Nor th  and t h e  E a s t e r n  c o a s t a l  s t r i p .  
A l l  i t s  i m p o r t a n t  towns l i e  on t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  and f i s h i n g  
p l a y s  a l a r g e r  p a r t  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  
i n  Nor th  A f r i c a .  The s e a  i t  t o u c h e s  i s  a g e n t l e  one, and t h e  
l a n d  r i s i n g  f rom i t  a n  u n d u l a t i n g  p l a i n ,  b roken  by s o f t ,  r o l l i n g  
h i l l s .  T h i s  a l o n e  s e t s  i t  a p a r t  f rom t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Maghreb 
which  e i t h e r  a b u t s  on a  s t o rmy ,  h a r b o r l e s s  ocean  t o  which i t  
t u r n s  i t s  back ,  l i k e  Morocco, o r  m e e t s  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  i n  
c r a g g y  s l o p e s ,  a s  i n  A l g e r i a .  

Thus d i s t i n g u i s h e d  b y  geography ,  i t  was f u r t h e r  marked 
by h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  ga t eway  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The 
s m a l l  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  T u n i s i a  h a s  a l w a y s  been  i n  t h e  vangua rd  
of Nor th  A f r i c a  and i n  mos t  h i s t o r i c a l  t i n e s  T u n i s i a  was s u r -  
r ounded ,  t o  t h e  w e s t  and  t h e  e a s t ,  by b a r b a r i s m .  A l g e r i a  and 
Morocco were  f l e e t i n g l y  t o u c h e d  by  Pun ic  and Roman i n f l u e n c e s  
b u t  f rom 1000  B .  C .  t o  a b o u t  1000  A .  D. t h e y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  o u t e r -  
most  shadows of  t h e  w o r l d  h o r i z o n ;  w h i l e  L ibya ,  on t h e  e a s t ,  
a f t e r  s u p p o r t i n g  i n  c l a s s i c a l .  t i m e s  t h e  t h r e e  p o r t s  which  gave  
modern T r i p o l i  i t s  name, r e l a p s e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  
i n t o  t h e  d e s e r t  w a s t e  i t  h a s  r ema ined  e v e r  s i n c e .  

But  i n  T u n i s i a ,  f rom t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  U t i c a  and C a r t h a g e  
t h r o u g h  Roman s e t t l e m e n t  on a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  



p e r i o d  w i t h  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  Dona t i sm,  and  B y z a n t i n e  r u l e ,  t o  
K a i r o u a n  t h e  f i r s t  Muslim s p i r i t u a l  c e n t e r  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  and 
t h e  A g h l a b i d  and  H a f s i d  d y n a s t i e s  o f  t h e  Middle  Ages, a  h i g h  
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  c o n s t a n t l y  renewed by o u t s i d e  f e r t i l i z a t i o n ,  h a s  
been  p r e s e n t .  The one  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e c e s s i o n  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
was c a u s e d  by t h e  nomadic i n v a s i o n s  of  t h e  H i l a l i  t r i b e s  f rom 
t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t u r n i n g  
s o u t h e r n  T u n i s i a  i n t o  a  t r e e l ? s s  w a s t e l a n d  -- and  t h i s  memory of 
unwanted v i s i t o r s  h a s  l e f t  a  mark upon a  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  p e o p l e  
which  i s ,  u n l i k e  mos t  of Nor th  A f r i c a ,  made up o f  m e r c a n t i l e  
townsmen a n d  v i l l a g e r s ,  s e t t l e d  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  and g a r d e n e r s ,  and 
i s  n o n t r i b a l  i n  o r i g i n  and a t t i t u d e .  

F i r s t  p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  Roman Empire  a s  A f r i c a  P roconsu -  
l a r i s ,  and t h e  o n l y  p a r t  o f  Nor th  A f r i c a  which  h a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  
L a t i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime ,  t h e  B e y l i k  of T u n i s i a  had a s p e c i a l  
s t a t u s  u n d e r  nomina l  T u r k i s h  r u l e  f rom 157b-1705, a s  t h e  r e s u l t  
of  which t h e  Tu rks  have a lways  been  l o o k e d  upon h e r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  o p p r e s s o r s ;  and,  f i n a l l y ,  o f  a l l  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i e s  r u l e d  by F r a n c e  i t  was t h e  one which  mos t  came u n d e r  
t h e  s p e l l  o f  G a l l i c  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m .  Thus t h r e e  p o t e n t  i n f l u e n c e s  
have  come a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  by s e a  f rom a c r o s s  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
and l e f t  a  p r o f o u n d  mark on t h e  T u n i s i a n  c h a r a c t e r .  

I f  T u n i s i a  g i v e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  of h a v i n g  a l w a y s  been  
i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  "Arab ismn a s  s u c h ,  i t  h a s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  embraced 
I s l a m  and a l s o  A r a b i c ,  as t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h a t  r e l i g i o n .  Many 
e v a l u a t i o n s  have  been  made by s c h o l a r s  a s  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  of 
l o y a l t i e s  o f  Middle  E a s t e r n  Arabs  w i t h i n  t h e  framework: n a t i o n a l -  
i s m  -- pan-Arabism -- pan- Is lamism,  I n  T u n i s i a  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
d o u b t  t h a t  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  s e n s e  of b e i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  T u n i s i a n ,  
f a r  o u t d i s t a n c e s  t h e  o t h e r  two, and t h a t  pan-drab ism w i n d s  up  a  
poor  t h i r d ,  i n  t r u t h  h a r d l y  e x i s t s  a s  a  p o p u l a r  f o r c e .  An i n -  
t e r c a l a r y  f o r c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  m i g h t  t u r n  o u t  t o  be  pan-Maghrebism, 
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  Nor th  A f r i c a n  u n i t y ,  b u t ,  a p a r t  f r om s e n t i m e n t a l  
t i e s  t o  t h e  A l g e r i a n s  a s  o p p r e s s e d  b r o t h e r s ,  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  un- 
d e v e l o p e d  ground i n h a b i t e d  by a  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m i n o r i t y .  I t  may 
be  s t i r r i n g  u n d e r n e a t h ,  t hough ,  and  one p r o s p e c t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
i s  t h a t  T u n i s i a  w i l l  p l a y  a  r o l e  w i t h i n  Nor th  A f r i c a  a k i n  t o  
t h a t  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  American R e p u b l i c  
a s  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r .  

The r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  T u n i s i a ' s  f u t u r e  a r e  u n c e r t a i n ,  
f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  l e t  a l o n e  a  whole  
p e o p l e ,  a r e  d e l i c a t e  t o  sound  o u t .  But, i f  a g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  
had  t o  be made, i t  would be t h a t  T u n i s i a  i s  moving r a p i d l y  t oward  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of a  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y ,  I t  i s  o f f i c i a l l y  a n  I s l a m i c  
R e p u b l i c ,  b u t  t h e  government  s e t s  t h e  t o n e  and  t h e  government  i s  
a l m o s t  a s  a g g r e s s i v e l y  s e c u l a r  as t h e  K e m a l i s t s  i n  Turkey  t h i r t y  
y e a r s  ago .  Eve r  s i n c e  t h e  neo-Des tour  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  and 
b roke  w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  same p a r t y ,  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  
o v e r  r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s ,  B o u r g u i b i s t  p o l i c y  h a s  been  s e c u l a r .  
Among t h e  m a s s e s  t h e r e  i s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  ou tward  norms o f  
I s l a m ,  and  among t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  s t a u n c h  b e l i e f  and  p i e t y  



a r e  t h e  r u l e ,  But  among t h e  e d u c a t e d  and t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  towns t h e r e  i s  a p a t h y  o r  o u t r i g h t  d i s b e l i e f ,  Young 
T u n i s i a n  l e a d e r s  a r e  among t h e  v e r y  f e w  Arabs  w i t h  whom one  c a n  
d i s c u s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  r e f o r m ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  t o  go t h r o u g h  t h e  f i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  r e f o r m s  a r e  b e i n g  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  
D i s c u s s i n g  l a s t  y e a r ' s  a b o l i t i o n  o f  polygamy i n  T u n i s i a ,  one o f -  
f i c i a l  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  s a i d  t o  me r e c e n t l y :  

"The p o s i t i o n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  S y r i a  and Morocco 
[which  have  made polygamy a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  by i n t e r -  
p o s i n g  i n t r i c a t e  l e g a l  o b s t a c l e s  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  o u t -  
l a w i n g  i t ]  i s  p u r e  h y p o c r i s y ,  The Q u r t a n  was w r i t t e n  
i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t i n g  a t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  I s l a m ;  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  o u r s ,  
How c a n  we t e l l  women t h e y  a r e  t h e  e q u a l  o f  men u n l e s s  
we make l a w s  which  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  e q u a l ? "  

To any  s t u d e n t  o f  Muslim t h e o l o g y  t h e r e  i s  much i n  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i s  d a r i n g ,  i f  n o t  h e r e t i c a l .  Yet  t h e  govern-  
ment  d o e s  t e l l  women t h e y  a r e  e q u a l  ( s o m e t h i n g  c l e a r l y  d e n i e d  i n  
t h e  Q u r t a n ) ,  h a s  r e c e n t l y  begun t o  t h r e a t e n  t o  u s e  f o r c e  t o  r e -  
move t h e  v e i l ,  h a s  a b o l i s h e d  p u b l i c  h a b u s  ( r e l i g i o u s  m o r t m a i n )  
l a n d s ,  h a s  n a t i o n a l i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and 
h a s  c o m p l e t e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  Canon Law w i t h  i t s  new p e r s o n a l  
s t a t u t e  code  -- a l l  of  which  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n .  

So i n  T u n i s i a  n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  b e e n  accompanied  by a 
h i g h  d e g r e e  of  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  Morocco,  where  
a l l  o b s e r v e r s  a g r e e  on t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e v i v a l  o f  s t r i c t  o r t h o -  
doxy w h i c h  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  I t  i s  a l s o  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  f rom A l g e r i a ,  
where ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  FLN i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  s u c u l a r  i n  o u t -  
l o o k ,  a  s t r o n g  r e f o r m  movement h a s  p r o s p e r e d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  
d e c a d e s ,  One n o t i c e a b l e  phenomenon i n  c o s m o p o l i t a n  T u n i s  i s  t h e  
f r e q u e n c y  o f  mixed m a r r i a g e s  and t h e  number of mixed (European-  
T u n i s i a n )  c o u p l e s  i n  p u b l i c  p l a c e s ;  and i t  i s  a  c o u n t r y  where  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and h i s  son ,  now Ambassador t o  I t a l y ,  a r e  b o t h  
m a r r i e d  t o  Eu ropeans .  

I t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s a y  what  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  s p r e a d  o f  
s e c u l a r  i d e a s  w i l l  mean f o r  T u n i s i a  i n  i t s  p e c u l i a r  p o s i t i o n ,  
I n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  s e c u l a r i s m  h a s  o f t e n  accompanied n a t i o n a l i s m ,  
b u t  i t  h a s  u s u a l l y  b e e n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  
who have  become h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  West. I n  T u n i s i a  t h e r e  a r e  g r o u n d s  
f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  may n o t  f o l l o w  a s i m i l a r  p a t h ,  
The l o n g - r a n g e  p rob l em l i e s  l e s s  i n  t h e  weaken ing  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
s e n t i m e n t  t h a n  i n  knowing what  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  s o c i e t y  
w i l l  e r e c t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  w a v e r i n g  f a i t h .  A l l  Muslim c o u n t r i e s  
a r e  f a c i n g  t h e  p rob l em o f  a d j u s t i n g  many of t h e i r  m o s t  c h e r i s h e d  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  and b e l i e f s  t o  t h e  r i g o r s  of  modernism, and one 
c a n  do no more t h a n  s u g g e s t  h e r e  t h a t  T u n i s i a  seems t o  be be- 
g i n n i n g  t o  do i t  i n  i t s  own way. 



A l l  t h e  above  f a c t o r s  -- g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  
e t h n i c ,  c u l t u r a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  -- w i l l  b e a r  upon t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
of T u n i s i a t  s f u t u r e  o r i e n t a t i o n ;  and,  f rom t h e  example  o f  a coun-  
t r y  l i k e  Po l and ,  one s u s p e c t s  t h e y  w i l l  be more p o t e n t  t h a n  mere 
p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  f rom a  n e i g h b o r ,  I n  t e r m s  o f  c u l t u r e ,  W e s t e r -  
n e r s  c a n  d o  l i t t l e  more t h a n  h a s  a l r e a d y  been  done  i n  h i s t o r y  t o  
i n f l u e n c e  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  which  t h e  West i s  a  p o l e  of  a t t r a c -  
t i o n .  I n  t e r m s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t a c t ,  t h e  a f f i n i t i e s  
which  e x i s t  may make W e s t e r n e r s  f e e l  a n  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  
t o  c o - o r d i n a t e  p o l i t i c a l l y  o r  t o  a s s i s t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a  c o u n t r y  
which  i s  s e e k i n g  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  m o r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  we c l a i m  t o  
want  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  wor ld .  The new T u n i s i a ,  l i k e  t h e  s o l i t a r y  
t r a v e l e r  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  who s e e k s  s e c u r i t y  f rom a t r i b a l  c h i e f t a i n  
whose t e r r i t o r y  he  e n t e r s ,  h a s  p u t  i t s e l f  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  West ,  Can t h e  g e s t u r e  be r e f u s e d ?  




