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A L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  F. G a l l a g h e r  

T a n g i e r  
March 22 ,  1 9 5 8  

H. h a s  b e e n  a  f r i e n d  of mine f o r  
some t i m e .  I met him o r i g i n a l l y  coming 
b a c k  f r o m  Europe  on a  p a c k e t  headed  f o r  
C a s a b l a n c a ,  where  h e  h a s  had h i s  p r a c t i c e  
f o r  a  good many y e a r s  and  where  h i s  f a m i l y  
l i v e d .  He i s  a  F r e n c h  d o c t o r ,  a g e n e r a l  
p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  whose c l i e n t e l e  i s  a l m o s t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  Moroccan, b u t  owing t o  h i s  hav-  
i n g  worked f o r  a w h i l e  a t  one  o f  t h e  Ameri-  
c a n  a i r  b a s e s  i n  Morocco many o f  h i s  
p a t i e n t s  t h i n k  of  him as American:  a t  - 
t u b y b  - a 1  a m e r i k a n i .  

These  two p o i n t s  we re  enough t o  
d i s q u a l i f y  him i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  many o f  h i s  
c o m p a t r i o t s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  To them a n y  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Arabs  o r  Amer icans  was 
u s u a l l y  s u s p e c t ;  i n  f a c t ,  o n e  o f t e n  f e l t  
t h e r e  was n o t  much d i s t i n c t i o n  made be tween  
t h e  t v o  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  b y  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  
c h a u v i n i s m ,  The l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  o f  
H., however  -- h e  was one  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  
of  a r e s o l u t i o n  b a c k  i n  1 9 5 5  c a l l i n g  f o r  
t h e  r e t u r n  of  S u l t a n  S i d i  Mohammed ben  
Yousse f ,  as he was t h e n  known, t o  t h e  
t h r o n e  -- widened  t h e  gap  be tween  him and 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  Frenchmen a r o u n d  him. 
He somet imes  s a i d  s e m i j o k i n g l y  t h a t  he  was 
t h o u g h t  s o m e t h i n g  of  a  l e p e r  b y  many of 
h i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  and  h a r d l y  a s o c i a l  
e v e n i n g  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  q u e s -  
t i o n  f i n a l l y  work ing  i t s  way t o  t h e  s u r f a c e :  
How c a n  you r e a l l y  s t a n d  t o  b e  a r o u n d  them 
a l l  d a y ?  A s  t i m e  p a s s e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  l e a n  
y e a r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n ,  t h e  s o c i a l  
e v e n i n g s  grew c h i l l i e r  and  r a r e r ;  f i n a l l y  
t h e y  c e a s e d  a l t o g e t h e r ,  

But  H. had  a l w a y s  been  w e l l - l i k e d  
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i n  Moroccan c i r c l e s  and he seemed t o  f e e l  
more a t  home t h e r e  than  wi th  h i s  own people. 
H i s  Arab f r i e n d s  were many, always charming 
and p o l i t e  w i t h  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  p e r s o n a l  
h o s p i t a l i t y  which you cannot b e l i e v e  i s  
being extended t o  anyone e l s e  q u i t e  a s  
l a v i s h l y  as t o  you. The people  he f r e -  
quented were, on t h e  whole, among t h e  b e s t  
i n  t h e  coun t ry  and a l though  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s  
were of a l l  shades ,  1 t h i n k  a  n a t i o n a l i s t  
t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  might b e s t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a i r .  
A s  a sympathet ic  Frenchman he was i n v i t e d  
t o  d i f f a s ,  e n d l e s s  banquets of ch icken  and 
w h o m e p ,  p a s t r i e s ,  almond milk  and t e a ,  
whose sensuous i n f o r m a l i t y  a s  t h e  g u e s t s  
s i t  s h o e l e s s  on cush ions  and rugs  cou ld  
n o t  be more removed from t h e  o c c i d e n t a l  t a -  
b l e  whose conve r sa t i on  i s  tu rned  l i k e  f a c t o r y  
s h i f t s ,  H. once t o l d  of being asked t o  
Fes  t o  a t t e n d  a  garden p a r t y  g iven  by f r i e n d s  
on a  c e r t a i n  s p r i n g  n i g h t  when t h e y  knev 
t h e  n i g h t i n g a l e s  would begin  t o  s ing .  And 
he went of t e n  t o  pa l ace  func t ions ,  about  
which he  l i k e d  t o  goss ip ,  as everyone d id ,  
b u t  wi thout ,  I th ink ,  f a i l i n g  t o  unders tand  
t h e  impor tan t  p l a c e  t h e  c o u r t  he ld  a t  a l l  
t imes  i n  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  count ry ,  

I should  n o t  g i v e  t h e  impress ion  
t h a t  H o t s  i n t e r e s t s  were o v e r l y  d i l e t t a n t i s h .  
He was, above a l l  e l s e ,  a  ded i ca t ed  d o c t o r  
and an a d v i s e r  t o  numbers of poor Moroccans 
who came t o  c o n s u l t  him f o r  a modest f e e .  
He was c l o s e  t o  some of t h e  l ead ing  French 
l i b e r a l s  i n  Morocco: men l i k e  t h e  pub- 
l i s h e r  Jacques Lemaigre-Dubreuil, whose 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  by French c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s t s ,  
which i s  s t i l l  being i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  was one 
of t h e  l a s t  straws i n  t h e  Moroccan u p r i s -  
i n g s  of t h e  summer of 1955; and t h e  lawyer 
Jean-Charles Legrand, now a c o u n s e l l o r  t o  
t h e  Moroccan Oovernment, who earned such 
h a t r e d  from h i s  f e l l o w  countrymen by h i s  
e n e r g e t i c  defense  of Moroccans on t r i a l  un- 
d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  t h a t  he was f o r c e d  t o  
f i r e  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  some of them 
who broke down t h e  door of h i s  a p a r t n e n t  and 
t r i e d  t o  lynch  him, And, a l though  he w i l l  
n o t  s a y  s o  d i r e c t l y ,  H. himself  p layed some 
p a r t  i n  a d v i s i n g  t h e  Moroccan Government 
l a s t  y e a r  on p a r t s  of i t s  new c i v i l  code 
r e s t r i c t i n g  you th fu l  marr iages ,  

A 1 1  i n  a l l ,  i t  occur red  t o  me as 



I t a l k e d  t o  him l a s t  y e a r ,  H ,  was one  of  t h e  b e s t - a d a p t e d  
Eu ropeans  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  he  was of  g r e a t  u s e f u l n e s s  t o  a s o c i e t y  
a p p a l l i n g l y  s h o r t  of  t r a i n e d  d o c t o r s  and,  even  more i m p o r t a n t  
p e r h a p s ,  he  l i k e d  Morocco and was a t  home i n  i t ;  he  c o u l d  t h u s  
t a k e  p a r t  i n  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g i v e  and t a k e ,  which  h i s  f l u e n t  A r a b i c  
p e r m i t t e d ,  and i n  human c o n t a c t s  wh ich  a r e  somet imes  l a c k i n g  i n  
o t h e r w i s e  c a p a b l e  f o r e i g n  s p e c i a l i s t s  who a r e  new a r r i v a l s ,  He 
had t r a v e l e d  a good d e a l ,  i n  Europe,  S o u t h  America ,  and  t h e  An- 
t i l l e s ,  b u t  h e  o f t e n  commented on t h e  h o l d  t h a t  Muslim s o c i e t y  
and  t h e  Arab w o r l d  had on him, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of  s u r p r i s i n g  me 
o n c e  b y  s a y i n g ,  "1 d o n ' t  r e a l l y  t h i n k  I c o u l d  l i v e  anywhere  o u t -  
s i d e  a n  Arab c o u n t r y  a n y  m o r e e n  

I saw him a r o u n d  C h r i s t m a s  l a s t  y e a r ,  when h e  came t o  
T a n g i e r  t o  l o o k  i n t o  b u y i n g  some p r o p e r t y  on t h e  mounta in  and 
b u i l d i n g  a house .  It seemed a good t i m e  f r o m  t h e  s t r i c t l y  f i n a n -  
c i a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  f o r  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  we re  down c o n s i d e r a b l y  f r o m  
t h e i r  boom h i g h  of  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  I wondered t h a t  he  
wanted  t o  commit h i m s e l f  t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y .  ( ~ l t h o u g h  he  n e v e r  s a i d  
s o  d i r e c t l y ,  I was c e r t a i n  t h a t  he  was i n d e p e n d e n t l y  q u i t e  w e a l t h y  
and d i d  n o t  depend  on h i s  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a l i v i n g . )  One of  t h e  
c a u s e s  of  my wonderment was t h a t  he  seemed much d i s t u r b e d  o v e r  
t h e  s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s  i n  Morocco i n  t h e  p a s t  few months.  I t h o u g h t  
of  how many p e o p l e  had  d e c i d e d  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  n o t  t o  buy a n y t h i n g ,  
and how some who had  were  b i t t e r l y  unhappy t h a t  t h e y  we re  now s a d -  
d l e d  w i t h  r e a l  e s t a t e  which  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  r i d  o f .  

T h e r e  was t h e  t i t l e d  E n g l i s h  c o u p l e  t h a t  had  moved t o  
T a n g i e r  and  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l u s h  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  b o u g h t  a h o u s e  i n  
t h e  n a t i v e  town which  t h e y  made o v e r  i n t o  Che l sea - in - the -Casbah .  
A f t e r  a b r i e f  honeymoon marked by  s p o i l i n g  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
c h i l d r e n  who would nguardfl  t h e  v i s i t i n g  J a g u a r s  a n d  R i l e y s  f o r  a 
p e s e t a ,  l i t t l e  u n p l e a s a n t  i n c i d e n t s  began  t o  happen;  t h e  two 
w o r l d s  we re  t o o  f a r  a p a r t .  And f i n a l l y ,  i n  a b u r s t  o f  c l a u s t r o -  
p h o b i c  p a n i c  t h e y  moved on t o  P o r t u g a l ,  whence t h e y  s e n t  word 
r e c e n t l y  t h a t  " i t  was s o  good t o  b e  among p e o p l e  who l i k e d  y0u.n 

A s  f a r  a s  I knew, H.  went a h e a d  q u i e t l y  w i t h  h i s  p r o j -  
e c t s ,  b u t  one  e v e n i n g  we had a  l o n g  t a l k  i n  wh ich  he  c o n f i d e d  
some of  h i s  f e a r s  t o  me, It was a  gloomy d i s c u s s i o n .  

"1 was f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  you know." ( I  happened  t o  
know t h a t  i t  was t r u e  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  b u t  i n  g e n e r a l  i t  p a y s  t o  b e  
p r u d e n t  a b o u t  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  b e g i n  l i k e  t h i s  i n  p o s t i n d e p e n d e n c e  
Morocco.) nBut I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  would t u r n  o u t  t h i s  way, 
w i t h  s o  much h a t r e d  and  s p i t e  and i l l - f e e l i n g ,  I am b e g i n n i n g  t o  
t h i n k  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  i t  a l l  m i g h t  have  been  a t e r r i b l e  
mi s t ake . "  But when I a s k e d  f o r  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  h e  had none.  

H. went  on t o  s a y ,  w i t h  a f e e l i n g  o f  a l m o s t  b e w i l d e r -  
ment and  d i s b e l i e f ,  how many of h i s  Moroccan f r i e n d s  had  been  
moving away f r o m  him a n d  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  Eu ropeans  i n  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r ,  and h e  t o l d  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  was becoming t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  au -  
t h o r i t y  and  p r e s t i g e  he  f e l t  i n  h i s  work, as p a t i e n t s  began  t o  



c o n f u s e  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  f r eedom w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r u n  h i s  o f f i c e .  
C l e a r l y  h i s  r o m a n t i c  v i s i o n  of a p l e a s a n t l y  a r c h a i c  Morocco,  upon 
wh ich  I s u s p e c t  h i s  c o n c e p t  of  s e r v i c e  had been  b u i l t ,  was crum- 
b l i n g  f a s t .  It was a d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  c a t c h i n g  t o  q u i t e  a f ew  
Europeans  i n  Morocco, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  who, h a v i n g  b u r n t  t h e i r  
e m o t i o n a l  b r i d g e s  b e h i n d  them i n  t h e i r  own s o c i e t y ,  had  "gone 
n a t i v e "  t o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s .  

I n  t h e  c a s e  of H,  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of  t h e  dream was 
c o u p l e d  w i t h  a p o l i t i c a l  awakening.  L i k e  many men of  good w i l l  
h e  h a d  b e l i e v e d ,  he  s a i d ,  t h a t  when Morocco d i v e s t e d  i t s e l f  of  
a b a s i c a l l y  t y r a n n i c a l  c o l o n i a l  r eg ime ,  t h i n g s  would g r a d u a l l y  
r i g h t  t h e m s e l v e s  and  a  new e r a  of good f e e l i n g s  would b r i n g  a b o u t  
a r a p p r o c h e m e n t  be tween  Frenchme5 a n d  Moroccans .  He had  h o p e f u l l y  
i m a g i n e d  t h e  f u t u r e  as a happy melange  of t h e  thousand-and-one-  
n i g h t s  q u a l i t i e s  c e l e b r a t e d  from L o t i  on down t h r o u g h  t h e  w r i t e r s  
of t h e  f i c o l e  d e  j a smin :  t h e  c r o o k e d  a l l e y w a y s  and c e d a r  p o r t a l s  
of Fez ,  t h e  o a s i s  g a r d e n s  o f  Mar r akesh ,  t h e  n o b l e  nomad c h i e f t a i n  
d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  Rousseau,  and a l l  t h i s  complemented b y  new h o u s i n g ,  
d e m o c r a t i c  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  and  i n t e r r a c i a l  harmony. P r o g r e s s  and  
p a g e a n t r y ,  i n  b o t h  of  wh ich  he c o u l d  f i t ,  And as a Frenchman h e  
c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why t h a t  r a r e s t  of  human 
e m o t i o n s ,  g r a t i t u d e ,  was s o  l a c k i n g  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Moroccans  a f t e r  
t h e  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  g e s t u r e  which  h i s  c o u n t r y  had made. Not t o  
s p e a k  of t h e  h i d d e n  g u i l t  h e  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  a t  h i s  own 
r o l e  i n  an  a c t  which  he  had now begun t o  v i e w  w i t h  m i s g i v i n g s ,  
But  a t  l e a s t  h i s  d o u b t s ,  t h e n  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e ,  seemed t o  me 
s a l u t a r y ,  a n d  h e  was u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  k i n d  o f  s o u l - s e a r c h i n g  t h a t  
i s  unknown e i t h e r  t o  t h e  r e a l  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  who n e v e r  had  expec-  
t a t i o n s  t o  b e  d e c e i v e d ,  o r  t h e  t r u e  f a n a t i c ,  who c a n  s o  h a p p i l y  
r e p l a c e  t h e  pawns o n  t h e  b o a r d  and  c a l l  b l a c k  w h i t e ,  

I d i d  n o t  s e e  him a f t e r w a r d s  u n t i l  he  d r o p p e d  i n  j u s t  
t h e  o t h e r  d a y  on h i s  way t o  F r a n c e  f o r  a v a c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
month of  Ramadan. A s  we s a t  t a l k i n g  a t  d u s k ,  wonder ing  w h e t h e r  
t h e  month of f a s t i n g  would b e g i n  t h a t  e v e n i n g  o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  
f o r  i t  was n o t  y e t  c e r t a i n ,  t h e  cannon  boomed f o r t h  f r o m  t h e  o l d  
h a r b o r  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  announce  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  month, 
d u r i n g  which  no  f o o d  o r  d r i n k  may b e  t a k e n  be tween  t h e  f i r s t  
l i g h t  of  dawn and  s u n s e t .  H. was e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  he  c o u l d n t t  
c a r r y  on h i s  work d u r i n g  Ramadan w i t h o u t  even  more s t r a i n  t h a n  
u s u a l .  

"1 h a v e  t r i e d  t o  t e l l  them,n he  s a i d ,  "an e x p e c t a n t  
m o t h e r  d o e s n t t  n e e d  t o  f a s t ,  i n  f a c t  s h e  must  n o t  f a s t ,  O f  
c o u r s e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  ~ u r a n ,  b u t  I c a n n o t  p r e t e n d  t o  know i t  b e t t e r  
t h a n  t h e  Muslims t h e m s e l v e s ,  T h a t  would c a u s e  r e a l  t r o u b l e ,  A t  
l e a s t  h a l f  my p a t i e n t s ,  i n s t e a d  of  f a s t i n g ,  n e e d  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  
d i e t s  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
m a t t e r  w i t h  them i f  you a r e  a n e s r g n i ,  a n  u n b e l i e v e r .  F o r  ex-  
ample ,  a woman was b r o u g h t  i n  l a s t  y e a r  d u r i n g  Ramadan o n e  morning 



a f t e r  a  m i s c a r r i a g e .  She  had l o s t  much b l o o d  a n d  needed  v a r i o u s  
i n j e c t i o n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a t r a n s f u s i o n  a t  once .  Her husband  
w o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  and  s h e  w o u l d n ' t  a g r e e  t o  i t  i f  
he  d i d n ' t .  She  d i e d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  and  t h e y  blamed me." 

I a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  was a  p rob l em;  t h e  government  r a d i o  
had been  announc ing  a l l  day  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  v a r i o u s  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  
t h e  r u l e s  f o r  f a s t i n g ,  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  s i c k ,  t h e  o l d ,  and t h o s e  
t r a v e l i n g ,  b u t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  o r d i n a r y  man who 
was, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  u n d e r  s t r o n g  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e  f r o m  h i s  n e i g h b o r s .  

USo I must  s h u t  up my c l i n i c  and t a k e  my t i m e  o f f  now. 
I need  i t  anywayon And he l o o k e d  a s  i f  he  d i d .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  H. had o f t e n  been  amusing a s  he  t o l d  of t h e  
l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t s  wh ich  o c c u r r e d  d a i l y  a t  t h e  c l i n i c .  " I f  you 
poke  a  p a t i e n t  t o  f i n d  where  a p a i n  i s ,  t h e  answer  i s  a lways ,  
eve rywhere ,  u n d e r  a l l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ' y e s . '  But on t h e  o t h e r  
hand,  you c a n n o t  g e t  him t o  d e s c r i b e  h i s  symptoms w i t h  a n y  a c c u r a c y  
a t  a l l .  E i t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a c o m p l i c a t e d  f a m i l y  s t o r y  i n v o l v i n g  
necromancy  and s p e l l s  b e i n g  c a s t  b y  a  j e a l o u s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  o r  
you  w i l l  g e t  t h e  k i n d  o f  p a t i e n t  who s a y s  f l a t l y ,  when I a s k  what  
t h e  m a t t e r  i s :  'You t e l l  me. I p a i d  you one  t h o u s a n d  f r a n c s  
f o r  y o u r  g r e a t  knowledge,  now i t  i s  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  t o  f i n d  o u t . ' "  

"They c e r t a i n l y  g e t  t h e i r  money 's  w o r t h ,  t o o H  he  added .  
RMany o f  them f a i l  t o  t a k e  t h e  medicaments  I p r e s c r i b e ,  e i t h e r  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  buy i t  and  w o n ' t  t e l l  me, o r  e l s e  be-  
c a u s e  t h e y  have  f o r g o t t e n  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  wh ich  must  u s u a . 1 1 ~  be 
o r a l ,  c a n n o t  r e a d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  on t h e  m e d i c i n e  and a r e  ashamed t o  
a s k  f r i e n d s  o r  n e i g h b o r s .  Thus, many a r e  n o t  c u r e d ,  of  c o u r s e .  
But t h e y  d o n ' t  g i v e  up, o r  go t o  a n o t h e r  d o c t o r .  They come b a c k  
a g a i n  and a g a i n  t o  me t o  compla in  and  g e t  t h e i r  money back ,  o r  t h e y  
b r i n g  t h e i r  f a m i l y  i n  f o r  f r e e  t r e a t m e n t ,  and  t h r e a t e n  me i n  e v e r y  
way. 

"Then t h e r e  a r e  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  v i r g i n i t y  b e f o r e  
m a r r i a g e ;  t h e y  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  a g a i n .  I u s e d  t o  b e  n a i v e  enough 
t o  g i v e  a n e g a t i v e  answer  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  
f a t h e r s  came i n  l i t e r a l l y  blood-mad I l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  
t h i n g  t o  do, i f  t h e  g i r l  i s  n o t  a  v i r g i n ,  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  I c a n n o t  
t e l l  and s e n d  h e r  t o  a n o t h e r  d o c t o r .  You know, t h r e e  t i m e s  r e -  
c e n t l y  I have  been  a s s a u l t e d  g o i n g  t o  o r  f r o m  t h e  c l i n i c  a t  n i g h t  
and,  w h i l e  i t  m i g h t  b e  t h e  o r d i n a r y  p i c k p o c k e t  t y p e s  a f t e r  money, 
I am s u r e  some of t h e  c a s e s  were  d i s g r u n t l e d  p a t i e n t s e n  

On t h i s  v i s i t  H. was i n f i n i t e l y  more p e s s i m i s t i c  t h a n  
he  had b e e n  b e f o r e .  "1 am t a k i n g  a l l  my t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  any -  
t h i n g  v a l u a b l e ,  t o  P a r i s  w i t h  me t h i s  t i m e .  And when I come b a c k  
I w i l l  l i v e  w i t h  a n  a b s o l u t e  minimum h o u s e h o l d  f o r  as l o n g  a s  I 
c a n  s t a y .  Anyone who k e e p s  v a l u a b l e  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  h e r e  i s  
o u t  o f  h i s  mind," he  added  w i t h  a s h a k e  of  h i s  head ,  He was ob- 
v i o u s l y  t h i n k i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  Eu ropeans  who had been  e x p e l l e d  on a  
few h o u r s '  n o t i c e  and had t o  l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  b e h i n d ,  w i t h  con -  
s e q u e n t  r i s k s  of t h e f t ,  f o r  l a t e r  s h i p m e n t .  And he m e n t i o n e d  t h e  



c a s e  of a f r i e n d  o f  h i s  who had a l a r g e  e s t a t e  n e a r  Meknes f o r  
wh ich  he  had o n c e  been  o f f e r e d  4 0  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  f i e a r l y  $100,000T - 
" i n  t h e  o l d  days . "  The owner,  now i n  F r a n c e ,  d e c r d e d  t o  h a v e  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  a s s a y e d  r e c e n t l y  w i t h  an  eye  t o  p o s s i b l e  compensa-  
t i o n  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h  Government s h o u l d  t h e r e  b e  a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a b o u t  i t ,  The e v a l u a t i o n  was t h r e e  and  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  
f i b o u t  $8,0007. - 

I g u e s s e d  t h a t  H e ' s  d e c i s i o n  had been  prompted  i n  p a r t  
b y  t h e  n o t i c e a b l e  change  i n  p o p u l a r  f e e l i n g ,  a p p a r e n t  eve rywhere ,  
s i n c e  S a k i e t  ( t h e  bombardment b y  F r e n c h  a i r c r a f t  of  S a k i e t  S i d i  
Yousse f ,  i n  T u n i s i a ,  on F e b r u a r y  8 ) .  I men t ioned  i t ,  

"Oof ," h e  s a i d .  "Tha t  was it. It was t h e  f i n a l  straw 
t h a t  h a s  made l i f e  h e r e  i m p o s s i b l e ,  And I d e c i d e d  i t  t h e  moment 
I r e a d  t h e  h e a d l i n e s .  Do you know t h a t  a s  l a t e  as J a n u a r y ,  a f t e r  
I had  c o n s i d e r e d  buy ing  i n  T a n g i e r ,  I was l o o k i n g  f o r  a house  
i n  C a s a b l a n c a ,  I s t i l l  had hopes ,  And I f o u n d  a r e m a r k a b l e  
p l a c e  w i t h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  v iew,  e v e r y t h i n g  I wanted ,  wh ich  was o f -  
f e r e d  t o  me f o r  1 7  m i l l i o n ;  I r e f u s e d .  It was o f f e r e d  a t  1 2  
m i l l i o n  and I r e f u s e d ,  Then a t  1 0  m i l l i o n ,  I r e f u s e d  a g a i n ,  
F i n a l l y ,  8 m i l l i o n  and I a c c e p t e d .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  week b e f o r e  
S a k i e t ,  But when I r e a d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  I c a l l e d  t h e  l a w y e r s  
w i t h i n  t h e  h o u r  and  t o l d  them t o  s t o p  work ing  t h e  documents  f o r  
t h e  house .  It was no l o n g e r  any  u s e , n  

" A f t e r  S a k i e t  t h e r e  we re  times when I u s e d  t o  d r i v e  
a r o u n d  t h e  b l o c k  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  c l i n i c  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  won- 
d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  I s h o u l d  go i n .  It was r e a l l y  t h a t  bad.  It 
t o o k  a b o u t  t h r e e  d a y s  f o r  t h e  meaning of S a k i e t  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t o  
Moroccans;  I remember t h a t  t h e  Monday and Tuesday  a f t e r  t h a t  
week end  were  r e a s o n a b l y  normal .  But t hen , , . . "  

WYou mean i t  t o o k  t h r e e  d a y s  o r  s o  f o r  t h e  g r a p e v i n e  
and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  meaning i n  t h e  
med inas  ," H e  a g r e e d .  

"Most Moroccans t h o u g h t  t h a t  S a k i e t  was i n  Morocco. 
P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e  r a d i o  k e p t  r e p e a t i n g  'on  t h e  A l g e r i a n  b o r -  
d e r '  and  many of  them knew t h a t  A l g e r i a  t o u c h e d  Morocco. But 
even  when I e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was f a r  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
A l g e r i a ,  a t h o u s a n d  o r  s o  k i l o m e t e r s  away f r o m  Morocco, t h a t  made 
no  d i f f e r e n c e ,  'Bha l  b h a l l  t h e y  s a i d ,  I I t l s  a l l  t h e  same t h i n g . '  
F r a n c e  was a t t a c k i n g  a l l  t h e  mselmin now, was t h e i r  a t t i t u d e .  
It m i g h t  a s  w e l l  b e  Morocco as T u n i s i a . n  

"But n o t  many o f  them would  even  d i s c u s s  i t .  And t h a t  
was t h e  w o r s t  p a r t ,  t h e  s i l e n c e ,  A h a r d ,  c o n t e m p t u o u s ,  d i s d a i n f u l  
s i l e n c e ,  apd t h e  l o o k s  i n  t h e i r  e y e s  t h a t  p e r v a d e d  t h e  room j u s t  
as s t r o n g l y  a s  a bad  o d o r ,  And, mind you,n h e  added ,  u n a b l e  t o  
r e s i s t  t h e  t h r u s t ,  nmany of them t h i n k  t h a t  I a m  American,  be -  
c a u s e  t h e y  o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  came t o  me when I worked f o r  t h e  
Amer icans .  " 



I knew t h a t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  Amer ica  was b e i n g  p u t  
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  o v e r t  c r i t i c i s m ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  p r e s s  
and by  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  The new v i e w  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  
c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  B-26 ' s  a t  S a k i e t ,  

nAnd t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  t o  them when t h e y  l o o k  a t  
you w i t h  a l l  t h i s  h a t e  and r e p r o a c h .  A s  a Frenchman I f e e l  t e r -  
r i b l y  b a d l y  a b o u t  S a k i e t ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  T u n i s i a n s  had  
i t  coming t o  them." He i s  c h a n g i n g ,  I t h o u g h t .  He would n o t  
have  s a i d  t h a t  t h r e e  months ago.  

We had a good d i n n e r  o u t  a t  a  r o o f t o p  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  
T a n g i e r ,  b u t  H. d i d  n o t  c h e e r  up. Morocco d i d  n o t  g e t  men t ioned  
a n y  more and  I knew t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  i t  w i s e r  n o t  t o  t a l k  p u b l i c l y  
a s  he  had  i n  p r i v a t e .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  A l g e r i a ,  a 
s u b j e c t  we had of t e n  d i s c u s s e d  o p e n l y  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and g r a d u a l l y  
I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a l k  i n  f a m i l i a r  c l i che%:  
"One hundred  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t , "  n A l l  t h a t  we have  
done  f o r  them" and  f i n a l l y ,  w i t h  t h e  f a i n t  w e l l i n g s  of  t e a r s  i n  
h i s  e y e s ,  h e  s a i d ,  "Why i s  a l l  t h i s  h a p p e n i n g  t o  F r a n c e ?  It i s  
a n  i n j u s t i c e . "  

The re  was no answer .  It i s  as immora l  t o  make t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e e d s  of  t h e  c o l l e c t i v i t y  a s  
i t  i s  t o  t a k e  h o s t a g e s  f o r  t h e  a c t s  o f  one  man. And i t  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h  who s o  of t e n  
p o s s e s s  t h e  most  s t r i k i n g  v i r t u e s  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s .  But we were  
d r i f t i n g  f a r t h e r  and  f a r t h e r  a p a r t  i n  o u r  t a l k ,  and  I f e l t  t h a t  
H. was g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  drawn away f r o m  h i s  own t h o u g h t f u l  p e r -  
s o n a l i t y  and was f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  m e n t a l  p o s t u r e  
t h a t  abounds  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  o u r  t i m e s ,  I n  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  h i s  
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  s u r e  r o c k  of r e f u g e ,  A s  
I s a i d  goodby, w i t h  a p r o m i s e  t o  l o o k  him up on my n e x t  v i s i t  
t o  C a s a b l a n c a  a f t e r  he  came back,  I wondered w h e t h e r  he  r e a l l y  
would r e t u r n ,  and  w h e t h e r  i n  f a c t  he  s h o u l d .  




