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se rva t ion  and experience with advanced 
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B e i r u t  
A p r i l  30,  1 9 5 8  

R e c o n d u c t i o n  m i g h t  be  d e f i n e d  
as a  v i t a l  m a t t e r  w h i c h  i s  g e n e r a t i n g  a n  
u n u s u a l  amount  o f  e n e r g y  i n  t h i s  s m a l l  
l a n d  m a s s  o f  L e b a n o n ,  The e n e r g y ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i s  n o t  c h e m i c a l ,  i t  i s  p o l i t i c a l .  And 
r e c o n d u c t i o n  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s ,  

R e c o n d u c t i o n  i s  i n s t e a d  t h e  t e r m  
u s e d  i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  com- 
p l e x  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n  r e c e n t l y  u n d e r -  
t a k e n  by  a g r o u p  o f  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s  
a n d  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s s  h e r e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
r e - e l e c t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C a m i l l e  Chamoun 
t o  a n o t h e r  s i x - y e a r  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  b e g i n -  
n i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  The cam- 
p a i g n ,  h e a v i l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d  b y  s o - c a l l e d  
n l o y a l i s t "  g r o u p s  w i t h  a  s o m e t i m e s  b a f f l i n g  
c o u n t e r p o i n t  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  b e  t r y i n g  t o  
mask t h e  r e a l  g o a l ,  r e q u i r e s  two s t e p s :  
a  r e f o r m  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ( t a f a d r l  a d  
d a s t E r ) ,  w h i c h  now makes  i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t  t o  s u c c e e d  h i m s e l f ,  and  t h e  
a c t u a l  r e n e w a l  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  ( t a j d r d  
a r  r i l g s a h )  i n  t h e  f a l l  e l e c t i o n .  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  i s  c h o s e n  b y z t h e  same 
a s s e m b l y  w h i c h  m u s t  f i r s t  d e c i d e  o n  c o n -  
s t i t u t i o n a l  r e f o r m ,  

The d i s p u t e  o v e r  r e n e w a l  of  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t i a l  m a n d a t e  b r o k e  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r  when P r e s i d e n t  
Chamoun was  a s k e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  p u b l i c l y  
t h a t  h e  would  n o t  be  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  r e -  
e l e c t i o n ,  The p e t i t i o n e r s  w e r e  members 
o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  F r o n t  
( J a b h a h  a 1  1 t t ih ' I ; ;d  a 1  ~ a t a n i )  w h i c h  h a d  
b e e n  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  i n  p r o -  
t e s t  a g a i n s t  L e b a n o n ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  



p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the  Eisenhower D o c t r i n e .  
S i n c e  Lebanese a c c e p t a n c e  meant i n  e f f e c t  
Chamounls a c c e p t a n c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  
opening  s a l v o  o f  t h e  F r o n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  p u t  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign, a t  l e a s t  on t h e  
s u r f a c e ,  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l d  
war t e n s i o n s .  But t o  assume a p r i o r i  t h a t  
a l l  l o y a l i s t s  a r e  now i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  Doc- 
t r i n e ,  o r  t h e  West i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h a t  
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  a g a i n s t  them, i s  a  g r e a t  
o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n .  

The s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  
took  up t h e  g a u n t l e t  v e r y  q u i c k l y  and t h i s  
s p r i n g  began a c o n c e r t e d  campaign t o  r a l l y  
b o t h  p o p u l a r  and p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s u p p o r t  t o  
make p o s s i b l e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
changes ,  T h i s  campaign went i n t o  h i g h  
g e a r  e a r l y  t h i s  month, t imed t o  t h e  emo- 
t i o n a l  c l i m a x e s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  
h o l i d a y s  which happened t h i s  y e a r  t o  c o i n -  
c i d e  i n  midoApr i l :  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
E a s t e r  on t h e  6 t h ,  t h e  Orthodox E a s t e r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  week, and t h e  end of t h e  f a s t  
month of  Ramadan on A p r i l  20 th ,  f o l l o w e d  
by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Ba ram c e l e b r a t i o n s  o f  -5 t h e  Muslim p o p u l a t i o n .  h a t  f e e l i n g s  
a b o u t  r e c o n d u c t i o n  s h o u l d  have s o l i d i f i e d  
a t  t h i s  t ime  i s  n a t u r a l  i n  a  m u l t i c o n f e s -  
s i o n a l  s t a t e  such  as Lebanon, b u t  t h e  d e p t h  
and d e t a i l  of t h e  p o l i t i c o - r e l i g i o u s  pas-  
s i o n s  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  o f f e r  a key 
t o  some o f  t h e  problems which now overhang 
t h i s  t i n y  c o u n t r y  as t h e  r e s u l t  o f  b o t h  
i t s  i n t e r n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and r e c e n t ,  
growing p r e s s u r e  from t h e  o u t s i d e ,  on t h e  
one hand from i t s  I1Arab b r o t h e r s , "  on t h e  
o t h e r  f rom i t s  "Western f r i e n d s . "  

O f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  ncompact  of  
m i n o r i t i e s S f l  Lebanon i s  a  c o u n t r y  which 
h a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  and l e g a l i z e d  s e c -  
t a r i a n  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  an i n s u r a n c e  a g a i n s t  
d o m i n a t i o n  by any m i n o r i t y  o r  g roup  of  
m i n o r i t i e s .  It i s  a l s o  a c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  
a  census ;  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  h a s  been  no o f f i -  
c i a l  c o u n t  s i n c e  1932,  I n  a p o p u l a t i o n  
e s t i m a t e d  i n  1955  a t  a round  1 , ~ 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  
government c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  
800,000 C h r i s t i a n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  b20,000 
M a r o n i t e s  and  200,000 Greek Or thodox) ;  
500,000 Muslims ( s p l i t  275,000 Sunni  Mus- 
l i m s  and 225,000 S h i l a  Musl ims)  and n e a r l y  
l O O , O O O  Druzes ,  w i t h  l e s s e r  m i n o r i t i e s  of  

CHARLES F. GALLAGHER has since 
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ber institutions. In the summer of 
1957 he returned to North Africa 
under AUFS auspices. 



Greek C a t h o l i c s ,  Armenians  a n d  o t h e r s ,  making  up t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
t o t a l .  A l l  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  n o t  o n l y  h y p o t h e t i c a l  b u t  q u i t e  
s u s p e c t .  If t h e y  f a v o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  component i t  mus t  be r e -  
membered t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t e  was made b y  C h r i s t i a n s  who h a v e  a 
s o l i d  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r  a d v a n t a g e .  Some u n o f f i c i a l  
g u e s s e s  d i v i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y  r o u g h l y  50-50, and t h e  c y n i c a l  a s -  
sumpt ion  i s  o f t e n  made t h a t  t h e  b a l a n c e  mus t  be  n e a r l y  e v e n  be- 
tween C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  Musl ims b e c a u s e  n e i t h e r  s i d e  i s  p r e s s i n g  
t o o  o v e r t l y  f o r  an  e x a c t  c o u n t .  

These  f i g u r e s  assume a n  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  Lebanon which 
t h e y  h a v e  a l m o s t  nowhere e l s e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  r e l i g i o u s  a f -  
f i l i a t i o n  i s  a  way o f  l i f e .  The v a r i o u s  s e c t a r i a n  communi t i e s ,  
b o r n  a s  r e f u g e e  g r o u p s  i n  more d i s t a n t  h i s t o r y  and c o n f i r m e d  i n  
t h e i r  c e l l u l a r  e x i s t e n c e  by t h e  Ottoman m i l l e t  sy s t em,  u n d e r  which  
t h e  p e r s o n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  e a c h  non-Muslim g r o u p  were  s u b j e c t  t o  i t s  
own r e l i g i o u s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  form c l o s e l y - k n i t  g r o u p s  wh ich  s t r u g -  
g l e  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  power and s e c u r i t y ,  Power, i n  a n  
economic s e n s e  ( p e r h a p s  i t s  most  a t t r a c t i v e  s i d e  t o  a L e b a n e s e ) ,  
i s  p a r t l y  t h e  p r i z e  t h a t  goes  t o  t h e  mos t  p r e d a t o r y  i n  a v e r y  
p r e d a t o r y  s o c i e t y ,  and p a r t l y  t h e  s p o i l s  t h a t  a c c r u e  f rom p r e -  
v i o u s l y  a c q u i r e d  p o l i t i c a l  power. And p o l i t i c a l  power n o t  o n l y  
r e s t s  upon c o n f e s s i o n a l  t i e s  and r e j e c t i o n  of  o u t g r o u p s ,  b u t  i s  
a c t u a l l y  f o r m a l i z e d  i n  A r t i c l e  95' of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  which 
s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s h a l l  be a M a r o n i t e  C h r i s t i a n ,  
t h e  Pr ime  M i n i s t e r  a  S u n n i  Muslim, t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  Assembly a  
S h i l a  Muslim, and s o  on ,  Whil-e t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  
may n o t  be s o  e a s i l y  g u a r a n t e e d  by manmade c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i t  
mus t  be a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e c a r i o u s  check -and -ba l ance  make-up 
o f  Lebanese  s o c i e t y  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  f a i r l y  e f f e c t i v e  measure  o f  
l i b e r t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  ( b u t  n o t  
e q u a l i t y )  and  a  good d e a l  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  economic o p p o r t u n i t y  
i n  a  c o u n t r y  wh ich  h a s  a r i s i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  ( p e r - c a p i t a  
income of o v e r  $300 p e r  y e a r )  a l r e a d y  more t h a n  doub le  t h a t  o f  
a n y  o t h e r  Arab s t a t e .  

Thus t h e  b a t t l e  o v e r  r e c o n d u c t i o n  c a n  p o s s i b l y  be 
v i ewed  i n  one l i g h t  i n  t h e s e  t e r m s  o f  power and. s e c u r i t y .  Power 
f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g ,  o r  c l a i m i n g  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
v a r i o u s  communi t i e s ,  power i n  a  p e r s o n a l  s e n s e ;  and s e c u r i t y  
f o r  t h e  m i n o r i t y  community as a  whole ,  w i t h  e a c h  one o f  t h e  corn- 
n a n i t i e s  h e i r  t o  a  l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s u s p i c i o n ,  i n t r a n s i g e n c e  
and c h i c a n e r y ,  when t h e  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
i t s  l i b e r t i e s  i s  a t  s t a k e ,  W i t h i n  t h e s e  two b r o a d  h o r i z o n t a l  
c a t e g o r i e s  t h e r e  c a n  be found  v e r t i c a l  l e v e l s  o f  e m p h a s i s  a s  
w e l l :  t h e  power s t r u g g l e  may be  o f  l o c a l  o r  c l a n  o r i g i n ,  and 
p e r s o n a l  e n m i t i e s  o f t e n  p l a y  a  d e c i s i v e  r o l e ;  a t t a c h m e n t s  w i t h  
o t h e r  p a r t i e s  and  i d e a s  i n  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  Arab wor ld  i n t e r t w i n e ,  
f o r  Lebanon d o e s  n o t  and c a n n o t  e x i s t  i n  i s o l a t i o n ;  and t h e  de -  
s i r e  t o  p l a y  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r o l e  a s  a l e v e r  i n  A r a b i s m l s  d r i f t  
be tween  E a s t  a n d  West i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  shadows. 

F o r  Amer icans ,  who a r e  now c e l e b r a t i n g  Law Day w i t h  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a  c o u n t r y  r u l e d  



n o t  by men b u t  by  laws, t h e  Lebanese  e t h i c  of  government  may 
seem a n  a l m o s t  t o t a l  a n t i t h e s i s ,  F o r  h e r e  i s  a  c o u n t r y  i n  which  
human and s o c i a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a r e  t h e  c o m p e l l i n g  f o r c e  and t h e  
l a w  e x i s t s  a s  a  b a c k d r o p  f o r  t h e  p i e c e  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  p e r f o r m e d  
by  a g r o u p  o f  e n d l e s s l y  r o t a t i n g  a c t o r s ,  many of  them v e r y  s e l f -  
c o n s c i o u s  p r i m a  donnas .  The re  i s  no l a w  t h a t  c a n n o t  be b r o k e n  
o r ,  as  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  changed  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  a man o r  a  
g r o u p  -- f rom t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  buy c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  
l o c a l  b a k e r s  t o  c a l l  a s t r i k e  if t h e  s a n i t a r y  l a w s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
b r eadmak ing  s h o u l d  be e n f o r c e d ,  The c l a s s i c  example  mus t  be t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  B e i r u t  t a x i  d r i v e r s ;  t h e r e  i s  h a r d l y  one  who o b e y s  
a  one-way s t r e e t  s i g n  and t h e  p o l i c e  seem o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
g e t t i n g  them t h r o u g h  b e f o r e  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r s  ( f ew  d o ) ,  T i c k e t s  
a r e  handed  o u t  and  f i n e s  a s s e s s e d  w i t h  abandon  b u t  t h e y  a r e  l e f t  
u n p a i d  and ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  d r i v e r s 1  u n i o n  v i s i t s  t h e  government  t o  
o b t a i n  a g e n e r a l  a m n e s t y  f o r  a l l  v i o l a t i o n s ,  The government  
a g r e e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  t a x i  d r i v e r s  c a r r y  much w e i g h t  as e x p e d i t e r s  
o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l l s  i n  n e a r b y  m o u n t a i n  t owns  a t  e l e c t i o n  
t i m e .  The d r i v e r s  t h r e a t e n  t o  b o y c o t t  pro-Government v i l l a g e s ,  
where  v o t i n g  by v i l l a g e  i s  common, and  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n n o t  
o f f e n d  them, 

Again  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  
t h e  Lebanese  Assembly.  A s  one p a p e r  h e a d l i n e d  i t  t h e  o t h e r  day ,  
" Y e s t e r d a y ,  d u r i n g  a d u l l  one-hour  s e s s i o n  t h e  Chamber v o t e d  a 
s e r i e s  o f  l a w s  i n  h a s t e , "  The d e t a i l s  of t h e  s e s s i o n  were  e v e n  
more i l l u m i n a t i n g .  M e e t i n g  a t  6:30 i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  Chamber 
had  t o  be s u s p e n d e d  a f t e r  i t s  h o u r ' s  work b e c a u s e  a quorum was 
l a c k i n g ;  most  o f  t h e  members had s l i p p e d  o f f  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  
t h e  week end .  And t h e  S p e a k e r  r e b u k e d  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  c u r t  
t e r m s :  

"The work o f  t h e  Chamber l e a v e s  much t o  be d e s i r e d .  
The re  a r e  many b i l l s  w a i t i n g . .  . . L e t  u s  l e a v e  d i s c u s -  
s i o n s  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e  t o  a l a t e r  d a t e  and p u t  o u r -  
s e l v e s  t o  work f o r  now." 

P o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w i t h  s h a r p  p e r s o n a l  q u a r r e l s ,  had  b e e n  
t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n s .  

T h i s  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n a l ,  as opposed  t o  t h e  
a b s t r a c t  a n d  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l ,  which  o f t e n  a p p e a r s  t o  be a g e n e r a l -  
i z e d  Arab t r a i t ,  c e r t a i n l y  h 7 s  s o m e t h i n g  a p p e a l i n g l y  human i n  i t .  
Lebanon,  i n  s p i t e  o f  many o p e r a  b o u f f e  t e n d e n c i e s ,  d o e s  f u n c t i o n  
a f t e r  a l l ,  and  i n  many r e s p e c t s  i t  f u n c t i o n s  q u i t e  e f f e c t i v e l y ;  
b u t  i t  may be t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s o r d e r  which  i s  f o u n d  
u n d e r  t h e  s u r f  a c e  i s  a t t a i n a b l e  o n l y  u n d e r  s p e c i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  s c a l e  and  measu red  t emperamen t  which ,  i f  exceeded ,  l e a d  t o  
s o m e t h i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  chaos .  

I t  i s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e c o n d u c t i o n  p rob l em --  t h e  
t e n d e n c y  t o  g rowing  i m m o d e r a t i o n  -- which h a s  l e d  many t h o u g h t -  
f u l  Lebanese  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  i n q u i e t u d e  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
p o l a r i z a t i o n  which  h a s  l a t e l y  b e e n  s o  a c c e n t u a t e d .  No one,  
t y p i c a l l y ,  i s  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  
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c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  t h a t  had  a l r e a d y  b e e n  done o n c e  -- i n  t h e  c a s e  
o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1947 .  But  many a r e  d i s t u r b e d  by 
t h e  f e a r  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  p e r s o n a l  r i v a l r i e s  a n d  ambi- 
t i o n s ,  h e i g h t e n e d  by t h e  s t r a i n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  may 
go beyond  t h e  e l a s t i c  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  d e f i n i t e  l i m i t s  i n  which  
p o l i t i c s  i s  p l a y e d  t o  t h e  h i l t ,  and u p s e t  t h e  c o u n t r y l s  p r e c a r i -  
o u s  s t a b i l i t y .  

An i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  f o u n d  i n  a r e c e n t  
p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  one of  t h e  a p o l i t i c a l ,  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  H e n r i  Pharaon .  A f t e r  p a y i n g  l i p  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  i d e a  of  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  Mr. Pha raon ,  a 
good f r i e n d  of  B i s h a r a  a 1  Khur i  ( P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  R e p u b l i c  f rom 
1943-52)  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  opposed  on p e r s o n a l  g r o u n d s  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  i ncumben t ,  added:  

nThe  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Chamoun, f a r  f rom making 
u s  a c c e p t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n ,  l e a d s  u s  t o  a  f i r m e r  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  p r e -  
s c r i b e d  r u l e  of  nonrenewal . "  

And t h e  f i n a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  o f  Lebanese  p o l i t i c s  
i s  u n d e r l i n e d  b y  n o t i n g  t h a t  M r .  P h a r a o n  i s  t h e  h o n o r a r y  p r e s i -  
d e n t  o f  t h e  t a x i - d r i v e r s 1  un ion .  

A s  e a c h  community t o o k  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  i t s  h o l i d a y  
t h i s  month t o  show i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  a p p r e h e n -  
s i o n  a b o u t  j u s t  how e x p l o s i v e  t h e  Muslim c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Bayram 
m i g h t  be .  The M u f t i  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  t h e  supreme Muslim r e l i g i o u s  
a u t h o r i t y ,  had  o r g a n i z e d  an  i f t a r ,  a  b a n q u e t  f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y ,  t o  
which  no government  c a b i n e t  member o r  d e p u t y  was i n v i t e d .  The 
n c o u n t e r - i f t a r l '  h e l d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  l o y a l i s t  Muslim 
Pr ime M i n i s t e r ,  Sami as S o l h ,  a t  h i s  home, was b o y c o t t e d  and a n  
i n c i d e n t a l  bomb th rown;  t h e  e n g i n e  was d e p o s i t e d  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  
d i s t a n c e  and o n l y  one  p e r s o n  was wounded. A minor  f r a c a s  was 
c a u s e d  by government  s u p p o r t e r s  s h o o t i n g  o f f  t h e i r  r e v o l v e r s  i n  
t h e  a i r  ( t h e  unarmed p o l i t i c a l  a d h e r e n t  i s  a  r a r i t y  t h e s e  d a y s )  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Mosque, b u t  a l l  i n  a l l  e x p o n e n t s  o f  sensa- 
t i o n a l i s m  were  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  Compared t o  t h e  Bayrams t h a t  o l d -  
t i m e r s  remember w i t h  a s o r t  of  b l o o d t h i r s t y  f o n d n e s s  -- t h e  
i n t r a m u s l i m  f e u d i n g  o f  1 9 5 0  and t h e  1 9 5 5  t o r c h l i g h t  p a r a d e  which 
t u r n e d  a c c i d e n t a l l y  i n t o  a  h o l o c a u s t  when some o f  t h e  o i l - s o a k e d  
t o r c h e s  were d r o p p e d ,  i t  was a ca lm  c e l e b r a t i o n .  

The d a y  was c h i e f l x  marked by t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  c o u n t e r - i f t a r  and  h i s  measu red  b u t  b i t i n g  a t t a c k  
on o p p o n e n t s  o f  h i s  p o l i c y .  The s u a v e  charm and o r a t o r i c a l  b r i o  
which  t e s t i f y  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s  c a r e e r  a s  d i p l o m a t  and  l a w y e r  were  
t h i c k l y  l a i d  on b e f o r e  an a u d i e n c e  e s t i m a t e d  a t  10 ,000  by l o y a l -  
i s t  p a p e r s ,  3 , 000  by  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  Much of h i s  s p e e c h  c a r e f u l l y  
f o l l o w e d  t h e  t e n u o u s  p a t h  be tween  t h e  Arab World ( " ~ e b a n o n  i s  an  
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  Arab  World, and  e v e r y  Arab  c a u s e ,  l a r g e  o r  
s m a l l ,  i s  i t s  c a u s e n ) ,  i t s  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  if  he p r i n c i p a l  
q u e s t i o n  which  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  Arab World t o d a y  l i e s  i n  t h e  p e r -  
s i s t e n t  c o n f l i c t s  o p p o s i n g  i t s  s e v e r a l  members; Lebanon w i l l  n o t  
a g r e e  t o  s t a y  a l o o f  f rom them, I t  w i l l  u s e  a l l  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  



d i s s i p a t e  them i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a f r u i t f u l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  be tween  
b r o t h e r  Arab  s t a t e s n ) ,  and t h e  West ( n O u r  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
W e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s  and o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of 
w o r l d  p e a c e  depend on t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h e  O c c i d e n t ,  i t s  s o l i d a r -  
i t y  w i t h  u s  a n d  t h e  m u t u a l  and  e q u a l  a d v a n t a g e s  which s tem f rom 
s u c h  s o l i d a r i t y n  ). And he  d i d  n o t  n e g l e c t  wha t  t o  many i s  t h e  
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  i s s u e ,  when h e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  
a " t o t a l  and  d e f i n i t i v e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  Lebanon, f u l l y  d e s i r e d  
by a l l  i t s  sons ."  

A l t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  was m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  r e n e w a l  
i n  the, p r e s i d e n t i a l  s p e e c h ,  i t  was w i d e l y  t a k e n  as a j u s t i f i c a t i v e  
rQsume o f  h i s  p a s t  p o l i c i e s  which  would p r e c e d e  a s k i n g  f o r  a new 
te rm.  The o p p o s i t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a f o r t h r i g h t  c h a l l e n g e  and  
t h e r e  i s  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  c o u n t e r - i f t g r  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h e a v y  
a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e  day.  The d e e p  c l e a v a g e  be tween  t h e  communi t i e s  
was a p p a r e n t  eve rywhere .  Uni formed g e n d a r m e r i e  and o b v i o u s  
p l a i n c l o t h e s m e n  s t o o d  i n  c r u c i a l  c o r n e r s  o f  B e i r u t  and g u a r d e d  
government  b u i l d i n g s .  C a r s  coming i n t o  town o v e r  t h e  moun ta in  
r o a d  f rom t h e  B i q a t  r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  one I was t r a v e l i n g  i n ,  
were  s t o p p e d  and s e a r c h e d .  The p o l i c e  e x p l a i n e d  t h e y  were  l o o k -  
i n g  f o r  d r u g s ,  f o r  h a s h i s h  i s  c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  and t r a n s -  
p o r t e d  t o  B e i r u t ,  b u t  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  would n o t  have  b e e n  o v e r l y  
s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  arms. 

Gun-running,  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  f rom S y r i a ,  h a s  g o t t e n  t o  
be a s o u r c e  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  government .  C a s e s  o f  s m u g g l i n g  
have  m u l t i p l i e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  month and,  a l t h o u g h  o f f i c i a l s  do 
s p o t  a n d  s e i z e  a g o o d l y  q u a n t i t y  o f  wha t  comes i n  a c r o s s  t h e  
b o r d e r ,  t o t a l  c o n t r o l  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  
which h a s  l o n g  h a d  a s t o c k  o f  arms o f  i t s  own i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  u s i n g  them i n  l o c a l  f e u d s  and  community d e f e n s e .  
The c a p t u r e  o f  f o u r  S y r i a n  c u s t o m s  o f f i c e r s  f o r  i n s i d e  t h e  Lebanese  
f r o n t i e r s  made o f f i c i a l  S y r i a n  c o n n i v a n c e  a c e r t a i n t y .  N i g h t l y  
e x p l o s i o n s  c o n t i n u e  i n  B e i r u t ,  s o m e t h i n g  which i s  a l m o s t  h a b i t u a l  
h e r e  now, b u t  more s e r i o u s  s a b o t a g e  and  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  have  
t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Muslim c o a s t  towns  o f  Tyre  and T r i p o l i  and  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  f r i n g e  of  t h e  c o u n t r y .  "Armed i n s u r r e c t i o n  
i n  t h e  ~ h c f  [ a  r e g i o n  of Mount Lebanon a l m o s t  o v e r l o o k i n g  B e i r u t ] , "  
r e a d  one  a l a r m e d  h e a d l i n e  on  t h e  n i g h t  I a r r i v e d  h e r e .  I t  w a s n ' t  
t h a t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  a rms  were  b e i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  b o t h  t o  government  
s u p p o r t e r s  and t o  f o l l o w e r s  of Kamal J u m b l a t ,  a  Druze  a c t i v a t o r  
o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o n t .  Both  s i d e s  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e i r  moves a r e  
made i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  and it i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  know who i s  t r u t h f u l ,  
b u t  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  of a l l  t h i s  i n  r e c e n t  weeks h a s  been  t o  g i v e  
t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Lebanon i s  a  camp armed a g a i n s t  i t s e l f  w i t h  
t h e  s t o c k p i l e  of b o t h  f a c t i o n s  g rowing  s t e a d i l y .  

The N a t i o n a l  Union F r o n t  which  s p e a r h e a d s  t h e  o p p o s i -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  by a  w i t t y  Lebanese  
p o l i t i c a l  o b s e r v e r  as  n e i t h e r  n a t i o n a l ,  i n  t h a t  i t  t h r e a t e n s  t o  



b e t r a y  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  Lebanon, n o r  a  u n i o n ,  
owing t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of t e n d e n c i e s  among i t s  p r i n c i p a l  m o t i v a -  
t o r s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  a f r o n t  f o r  o b j e c t i v e s  which  members o f  t h e  
g r o u p  a r e  u s u a l l y  a f r a i d  t o  s t a t e  o p e n l y .  

I t  would be h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  much u n i t y  among s u c h  
f i g u r e s  a s  t h e  P a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  M a r o n i t e s ,  who f e e l s  t h a t  he  
c a n n o t  f o r e g o  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  M a r o n i t e s  i n  o t h e r  Arab  
c o u n t r i e s  and  mus t  t h u s  be v e r y  c a u t i o u s  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s t a n d s ;  
Muslim p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  S a i b  Sa lam of  B e i r u t  and  S a b r i  Hamadeh, 
t h e  aaym o f  t h e  ~ i ~ z '  V a l l e y ,  b o t h  o f  whom mus t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  - 
t h e  s t r o n g  M a s s e r i s t  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  Muslim b a c k e r s ;  Hamid 
F r a n j i y e h ,  t h e  M a r o n i t e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  n o r t h  who i s  moved by p e r -  
s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  ( b u t  who, f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  
ago,  when Chamoun was c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  mos t  "Arabu  o f  L e b a n e s e  
p o l i t i c i a n s ,  was h i m s e l f  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  e x p o n e n t  o f  
a n  e x a c t l y  r e v e r s e  p o l i c y ) ;  and Kamal J u m b l a t ,  t h e  Druze  l e a d e r  
who, l i k e  a l l  D r u z e s ,  i s  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  h a v e  members o f  h i s  
f a m i l y  on b o t h  s i d e s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f e n c e .  P e r h a p s  t h e  o n l y  
u n i t y  o f  t h e s e  men i s  a  n e g a t i v e  u n i t y  a g a i n s t  some th ing ,  which  
i n  Lebanon i s  more l i k e l y  t o  mean a g a i n s t  someone. 

One i s  even  t e m p t e d  t o  d o u b t  t h e  c o m p l e t e  c o h e s i o n  o f  
s u c h  men and t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  i n  t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
power o f  t h e  ward p o l i t i c s  t h e y  p r a c t i c e ,  which  would i n  t h e o r y  
s p l i t  some o f  t h e  communi t i e s  down t h e  midd l e ,  and  t h e  c o n t r a r y  
a f f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  a  s t r a i g h t  c o n f e s s i o n a l  s p l i t  K i l l  p r e v a i l .  I t  
s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  a few q u i t e  p r o m i n e n t  M a r o n i t e s  may 
be a g a i n s t  Chamoun f o r  p e r s o n a l  g r i e v a n c e s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
M a r o n i t e  community  seems s o l i d l y  b e h i n d  him a s  t h e  i d e a l  g u a r d i a n  
o f  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  i n  what  t h e y  f e e l  t o  be a n  e n g u l f i n g  Muslim s e a  
a r o u n d  them. And, l e t  t h e r e  be no m i s t a k e  a b o u t  i t ,  w h a t e v e r  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r a t i o s  Lebanon i s  i n  s p i r i t  and  r e a l i t y  a C h r i s t i a n  
s t a t e  i n  which  a l l  t h e  k e y  p o s i t i o n s  -- f rom t h a t  o f  a P r e s i d e n t  
w i t h  a s t r o n g  e x e c u t i v e  power,  t h r o u g h  t h e  Commander-in-Chief 
o f  t h e  Army, t h e  C h i e f  o f  S e c u r i t y ,  and t h e  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  ( a l l  of  whom come f rom one f a m i l y ) ,  
t o  t h e  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  A r m y  and  t h e  Commandant o f  t h e  
Gendarmer ie ,  a r e  M a r o n i t e  C h r i s t i a n s .  P o l i t i c a l l y  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
t h e  Muslim Lebanese  a r e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  back s e a t  and  i t  may be 
t h i s  as much as  t h e  s e n s e  of b r o t h e r h o o d  w i t h  n e a r b y  Muslim 
s t a t e s  t h a t  g i v e s  them t h e i r  undoub ted  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  a n o t h e r ,  
g r e a t e r  b u t  vague  homeland beyond t h e  moun ta in s .  

L i s t e n  t o  a p r o m i n e n t  C h r i s t i a n  " l o y a l i s t n  s p e a k ,  a s  
I d i d  r e c e n t l y ,  and  you w i l l  h ave  t h e  e x t r e m e  o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  him, l l c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  Musl ims a r e  t h e  same a s  
a p p e a s i n g  H i t l e r  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 '  sn ,  and  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
r u n s  a n  e v e n  u n d e r c u r r e n t  o f  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  f o r  h i s  f e l l o w  Muslim 
c i t i z e n s ,  T h i s  s e c o n d - r a t e n e s s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  many o f  t h e  
e v e r y d a y  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e :  t h e  s o c i a l  e v e n t s ,  r e c e p t i o n s ,  d i n n e r s ,  
t h e  t h e a t e r ,  t h e  r a c e s ,  a t  a l l  o f  wh ich  one  s e e s  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  
numbers  ove rwhe lming ly  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e i r  n u m e r i c a l  s t r e n g t h ;  i n  
t h e  u n e q u a l  d i v i s i o n  of income a n d  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  Muslim v i l l a g e s  



i n  t h e  s o u t h  and  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  good r o a d s  i n  
t h e i r  r e g i o n s ,  and  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  m a c h i n e r y  which 
works  i n  one d i r e c t i o n .  I f  you  a r e  a S y r i a n  o r  a P a l e s t i n i a n  
r e f u g e e  who i s  C h r i s t i a n ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  c i t i z e n s h i p  h e r e ;  
i f  y o u  a r e  a Muslim you  may t r y  b u t  y o u  w i l l  f i n a l l y  f i n d  t h a t  
t h e  w h e e l s  do  n o t  t u r n ;  somehow, somewhere, p a p e r s  bog down and  
n o t h i n g  happens .  

I a s k e d  my l o y a l i s t  i n t e r l o c u t o r  if h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  
c o n f e s s i o n a l  s p l i t  was i r r e v o c a b l e ,  and he  answered  y e s .  H i s  
a t t i t u d e ,  a c u r i o u s  m i x t u r e  o f  p a t e r n a l i s m ,  d e f i a n c e  and  u l t i m a t e  
pe s s imi sm,  was t y p i f i e d  by  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  a t  w o r s t  Lebanon 
c o u l d  s l o u g h  o f f  t h e  m a i n l y  Muslim p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
s o u t h  and e a s t ,  and l i v e  i n  r e d u c e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  a s  i t  had f rom 1861-  
1920 ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  G r e a t e r  Lebanona t t  

T h i s  i s  a n  e x t r e m e  view,  however ,  and o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
M a r o n i t e s ,  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  gaps  be tween  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s ,  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  t h e  r i s i n g  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  i n  Lebanon, i f  p r o p e r  eco -  
nomic c o n c e s s i o n s  a r e  made t o  t h e  Muslim p o p u l a t i o n ,  c a n  c a r r y  
t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  f o r w a r d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p o w e r f u l  e x t e r n a l  
e m o t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e  now b e i n g  e x e r c i s e d  upon s u c h  a  l a r g e  f r a g m e n t  
o f  t h e  c i t i z e n r y .  T h e r e  i s  much t o  d e b a t e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  
f o r  n o t  o n l y  h a s  much r e c e n t  Arab  h i s t o r y  shown t h e  f a l l a c y  o f  
o v e r e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of economic  r e w a r d s  a s  a g a i n s t  s e n t i -  
ment,  b u t  t h e  who le  main  c u r r e n t  of I s l a m  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o l -  
lowed  t h e  p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  p o l i t i c a l  power be tween  
Musl ims and  non-Muslims on t e r m s  o f  e q u a l i t y  and  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e .  S e v e r a l  M a r o n i t e s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  me a s  p r o o f  o f  
t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n s  t h e  example  o f  P a k i s t a n ' s  d r i f t  s i n c e  i t s  
c r e a t i o n ,  and t h e  more r e c e n t  s u b t l e  b u t  e f f e c t i v e  e a s i n g  o u t  o f  
m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  f rom r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  Egyp t  and now i n  
S y r i a .  

The f i n a l  and ,  some s a y ,  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  l e v e l  on which 
t h e  r e c o n d u c t i o n  b a t t l e  i s  b e i n g  waged i s  t h a t  o f  Lebanese  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ;  and ,  by  i m p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  e n t i r e  f u t u r e  o f  Lebanon 
as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Arab 
Middle  E a s t .  J u s t  as  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  c r y s t a l l i z i n g  i t s  p o l i t i c s  
i n t e r n a l l y  on a r e l i g i o u s  b a s i s ,  i t  i s  a l s o  s p l i t  i n  i t s  v i e w  
of  t h e  o u t e r  w o r l d  be tween  a segment ,  m o s t l y  M a r o n i t e ,  which  h a s  
a l w a y s  l o o k e d  wes tward  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  do s o ,  and a n o t h e r  which 
p l a c e s  a  h i g h e r  v a l u e  on t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of  t i g h t  bonds  w i t h  t h e  
Arab World. The s t r o n g e s t  v i e w  here ,  a g a i n  e x p r e s s e d  by a 
M a r o n i t e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  i s  t h a t  " t h e  b a t t l e  of E a s t  and West i s  
b e i n g  f o u g h t  h e r e  i n  Lebanon a f t e r  i t  was s u s p e n d e d  a t  Suez." 
P e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a b i t  s e l f - i n f l a t e d  i n  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t ,  
and  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  if t h e  West i s  c o n s c i o u s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o  
t h i s  d e g r e e .  

Yet ,  w i t h  what  i s  a n  a l t o g e t h e r  common Arab t e n d e n c y  
t o  make o u t s i d e r s  s h a r e  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e i r  b u r d e n s ,  b o t h  



government  and o p p o s i t i o n  s o u r c e s  have  l a t e l y  s p r e a d  wide  t h e  
s n a r e s  t o  e n t r a p  f o r e i g n  s u p p o r t  and f o i s t  o f f  p a r t i a l  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  w h a t e v e r  may be g o i n g  wrong, W i t n e s s  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  
c h a r g e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  Chamoun had  summoned t h e  S i x t h  F l e e t  t o  h i s  
s u p p o r t ,  w i t h  t h e  added,  t h o r o u g h l y  Lebanese  d e t a i l  t h a t  when a  
power s h o r t a g e  d a r k e n e d  B e i r u t  f o r  a  f ew  h o u r s  l a s t  week i t  was 
w h i s p e r e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  c u t o f f  was t o  e n a b l e  Amer ican  
m a r i n e s  t o  l a n d  u n o b s e r v e d  on d a r k  b e a c h e s  n e a r  t h e  c a p i t a l .  
( T h i s  may sound  f a n t a s t i c  and f a r - f e t c h e d  t o  American e a r s  b u t  
i t  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  rumor t h a t  many, many p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of 
t h e  wor ld  a r e  e a g e r  t o  b e l i e v e , )  

Meanwhile  t h e  government  h a s  b e e n  maneuve r ing  i n  i n -  
t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  a d e v i o u s  way, The l o y a l i s t s ,  f e e l i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a n  awkward p o s t u r e  b e c a u s e  o f  Lebanon ' s  h a s t y  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  l a s t  y e a r ' s  E i s enhower  D o c t r i n e  -- which  a l m o s t  a l l  
Lebanese  now c o n s i d e r  a n  u n p r o f i t a b l e  and  e m b a r r a s s i n g  e n t a n g l e -  

ment --have now begun t o  ou t -oppose  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  by a i m i n g  a  
s t e a d y  a t t a c k  a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of a c c e p t i n g  f u r t h e r  American a i d ,  
s u g g e s t i n g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  Arab  s o u r c e s ,  p r o p e r l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  c a n  
s u p p l y  L e b a n o n ' s  c a p i t a l  n e e d s  more h o n o r a b l y  t h a n  c a n  Amer ican  
f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  (some $36,000,000 i n  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ) .  
F o r  t h i s  p a l t r y  sum, t h e y  s a y ,  Lebanon h a s  compromised i t s  p o s i -  
t i o n  w i t h  f e l l o w  Arab  c o u n t r i e s .  

A h o s t  o f  c o m p l i c a t e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a r e  o f f e r e d  when, 
as  h a s  j u s t  happened ,  t h e  S p e a k e r  of t h e  Assembly,  Ade l  O s s e y r a n ,  
v i s i t s  C a i r o ,  and  a n o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  l o y a l i s t  d e p u t y ,  Emi le  Bus- 
t a n i ,  g o e s  t o  Damascus. Both announce  t h a t  Lebanon h a s  d e c i d e d  
t o  r e n o u n c e  f u r t h e r  American economic  a s s i s t a n c e ,  wh ich  i t  h a s  
n o t  i n  f a c t  y e t  d o n e ,  What i s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s ?  I s  i t  a  
d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  who i s  commonly r e p o r t e d  t o  
have  s e n t  them, t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Amer icans  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  a 
h a n d i c a p  t o  h i s  b i d  f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ?  I s  i t  t h a t  t h e  Amer i cans  
a r e  n o t  s u p p o r t i n g  him as he o r i g i n a l l y  hoped?  I s  i t  s i m p l y  
b e a t i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  by j o i n i n g  them? O r  i s  i t  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
win o v e r  some o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  F r o n t  and b r e a k  
t h e i r  u n i o n  t e m p o r a r i l y  ( a t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o s t  o f  l o s i n  some d f  
t h e  e x t r e m e  p ro -Wes t e rn  s u p p o r t  a l r e a d y  b e h i n d  Chamoun 7 ? I n  
t h e  i n t e r m i n a b l e  s o a p - o p e r a  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  h e r e  one d o u b t s  t h a t  
t h e  answer  w i l l  b e  s u p p l i e d  n e x t  week, b u t  n o t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  be  a  new t w i s t  f u r t h e r  d e s i g n e d  t o  c o n f u s e  and  e x c i t e ,  
I n  a l l  e v e n t s ,  i t  i s  a n o t h e r  s i g n  of t h e  l a m e n t a b l e  s a c r i f i c e  of  
p r i n c i p l e  t o  i m m e d i a t e  end .  And when, t h i n k i n g  i n  t e r m s  o f  
L e b a n o n ' s  p l a c e  i n  Arabdom and i t s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  I a s k e d  some- 
one  t h e  o t h e r  d a y  what  he  t h o u g h t  were  Chamoun's r e a l  r e a s o n s  
f o r  w a n t i n g  r e - e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  f r a n k n e s s  o f  h i s  a n s w e r  s t a r t l e d  
me: * B u t  he  w a n t s  t o  be p r e s i d e n t ,  A f t e r  a l l ,  it!s v e r y  n i c e  t o  
be  p r e s i d e n t l U  And e v e r y  now and t h e n  t h e  i d e a  s u g g e s t s  i t s e l f  
t h a t  t h i s  may be a l l  t h e r e  i s  t o  i t ,  f o r  e v e r y o n e  c o n c e r n e d ,  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  w r i t i n g  t h e  r e c o n d u c t i o n  q u e s t i o n  i s  
coming t o  a d e c i s i o n .  The p r o j e c t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  change  mus t  



be s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Assembly f o r  r a t i f i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  
t h e  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  on May 31. While u g l y  i n  such  a s p e c t s  a s  
bomb-throwing, gun-running,  and o c c a s i o n a l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  t h e  
a tmosphere  has  t a k e n  on i n  r e c e n t  d a y s  a  n o t i c e a b l e  a i r  of  mar- 
k e t - p l a c e  b a r g a i n i n g  i n  which eve ryone  seems t o  know what t h e  
f i n a l  p r i c e  w i l l  be, b u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  more r h e t o r i c  i s  on t a p  
b e f o r e  a n  honorab le  s e t t l e m e n t  c a n  be produced,  The p r a c t i c a l l y  
d a i l y  p o l l s  t a k e n  by d i f f e r e n t  newspapers  t o  c o u n t  t h e  d e p u t i e s  
f o r  and  a g a i n s t  r enewa l  u s u a l l y  show t h e  r e s u l t s  t h e y  want: f o r  
t h e  pro-Government p a p e r s  Chamoun h a s  some 50 (of  66)  d e p u t i e s  -- 
he needs  a  t w o - t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  t o  change t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  -- f o r  
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  j o u r n a l s  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  32 d e p u t i e s  a g a i n s t  
and t h e  c h a n c e s  f o r  r e c o n d u c t i o n  grow c o n s t a n t l y  s l immer,  

Of  c o u r s e ,  r e c o n d u c t i o n  may be p r e s s e d  and f i n a l l y  
powered t h r o u g h  a r e l u c t a n t  and d o c i l e  Assembly; t h e r e  a r e  many 
c o e r c i v e  powers i n  t h e  hands  of  t h e  e x e c u t i v e .  But i f  i t  were, 
a l l  t h e  u n p l e a s a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of an i n c i p i e n t  power s t a t e  would 
r e v e a l  t hemse lves ,  and  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  many Lebanese 
opposed b o t h  t o  t h a t  and  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n s  of  
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of  a showdown. 

I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t a l k  of  e a s i n g  i n t e r n a l  
t e n s i o n s ,  t h e  name of  t h e  head o f  t h e  Army, Fuad Shihab ,  i s  
ment ioned  a s  t h e  one man who c o u l d  i n c a r n a t e  a  compromise s o l u -  
t i o n  f o r  a  s h o r t  t ime.  Sh ihab  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  o n l y  l e a d i n g  Lebanese  
a b o u t  whom a  h a r s h  word i s  n e v e r  hea rd ,  and  i t  i s  m a i n l y  owing t o  
h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  Lebanon h a s  been  s p a r e d  army i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  
i t s  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  a f a c t  which d i s t i n g u i s h e s  i t  from most o t h e r  
Arab c o u n t r i e s ,  When l o y a l i s t  s o u r c e s  beg in ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  now 
do ing ,  t o  a s k  who c o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  n a t i o n  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  
c a n d i d a t e  i f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  were t o  withdraw, h i s  name comes f i r s t  
t o  most  p e o p l e ' s  minds,  

A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  p o l e  t o  r e - e l e c t i o n  by f o r c e  l i e s  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  o u t s i d e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  Lebanon, combined o r  n o t  
w i t h  i n t e r n a l  u p h e a v a l ,  The t h r e a t  i s  always t h e r e ,  and t h e  con- 
s t a n t  i n f l o w  of  arms t o  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  u n s e t t l i n g ,  b u t  
e x t e r n a l  t e n s i o n  between Lebanon and  t h e  Uni t ed  Arab Repub l i c  has 
e a s e d  a  b i t  i n  r e c e n t  weeks. And t h e  Lebanese a r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  
p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  j u s t  abou t  e v e r y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  Union, have a  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  
i n  k e e p i n g  Lebanon i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r  t h e i r  own r e a s o n s .  

The c r u x  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Lebanese  c r i s i s  i s  t o  know on 
what s o l i d  r o c k s ,  beyond t h o s e  of p e r s o n a l  aggrandizement  and i n -  
t r i g u e ,  we can  a n c h o r  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  There  
a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h r e e  p o i n t s  on which a  m a j o r i t y ,  b u t  n o t  a lways  t h e  
same m a j o r i t y ,  of Lebanese would a g r e e  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  n a t i o n :  

1 )  Independence ,  b u t  a  r e a l  i ndependence  of  something  ap- 
p r o a c h i n g  n e u t r a l i t y ,  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  Swiss  model b u t  w i t h  c l o s e r  
a t t a c h m e n t s  t o  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  and f r i e n d s  t h a n  S w i t z e r l a n d  h a s ,  
That  t h i s  means r e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  a i d  n w i t h  s t r i n g s "  and 



of t h e  Eisenhower D o c t r i n e  i s  s a i d  on a l l  s i d e s ;  t h a t  i t  means 
r e n u n c i a t i o n  of  w d i s i n t e r e s t e d w  f o r e i g n  a i d ,  p r e f e r a b l y  from t h e  
West, i s  something  t h a t  few Lebanese,  w i t h  t h e i r  s h a r p  b u s i n e s s  
s e n s e ,  would a c c e p t ;  

2 )  F r i e n d l y  and c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Arab s t a t e s  Ki th  
whom Lebanon must l i v e ,  and i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  t h e  U . A . R .  
There  a r e  economic n e c e s s i t i e s  f o r  one t h i n g ,  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
problems f o r  anokher .  The s e a r c h  f o r  a modus v i v e n d i  w i t h  t h e  
dynamic n a t i o n a l i s m  of  Game1 Abdel Nasser ,  o f  a  k i n d  t h a t  would 
r e s p e c t  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of  Lebanon, i s  something  which r e s p o n s i b l e  
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  b e s t  moments acknowledge t o  be a f o r m i d a b l e  
t a s k  b u t  one which t h e y  know t h e y  must  some d a y  f a c e  up t o .  
And even among t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  few who want  t o  
t h r o w  t h e m s e l v e s  headlong i n t o  t h e  arms of t h e  Syro-Egypt ian  
un ion ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  may be w i l l i n g  t o  p l a y  up Arab u n i t y  f o r  a l l  
i t  i s  wor th  u n t i l  t h e  c r i t i c a l  moment o f  c h o i c e  a r r i v e s ;  

3 )  The k e e p i n g  of  t h e  a l r e a d y  s t r o n g  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  t i e s  
w i t h  t h e  West a s  a  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t o  a  p o s s i b l e  o v e r d o s e  of 
A r a b i  s m .  

I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  t h e  c o n f l i c t  of t h e s e  
t h r e e  p r i n c i p l e s ,  which do s o  o f t e n  c l a s h  and which have become 
e s p e c i a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  s i n c e  t h e  Suez c r i s i s ,  t h a t  l i e s  under -  
n e a t h  a l l  Lebanese p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
one. Indeed ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  have h a r d l y  changed d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  
c e n t u r y ,  s i n c e  Lebanon f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  i t s  autonomy from t h e  Turks  
i n  1861. And i t  i s  h e a r t e n i n g  t o  keep  i n  mind t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of  f i n d i n g  a  c o n t i n u i n g  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  will k e e p  
some o r d e r  i n  a l l  t h e  c e n t r i f u g a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  a r e  
more complex now t h a n  t h e y  were even  a  few y e a r s  ago,  t h e  Lebanese 
a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s k i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y ,  and t h e y  a r e  b u t -  
t r e s s e d  by a d e t e r m i n e d  p a t r i o t i s m  which i s  n o t  t o  be u n d e r e s t i -  
mated. 

A s  an example o f  how c a t c h i n g  t h i s  s p i r i t  c a n  be ,  t a k e  
t h e  c a s e  o f  a  S y r i a n  who came h e r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago a s  a  r e f u g e e  
f rom one of  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  t h e n  c h r o n i c  coups  and s e t t l e d  i n  
B e i r u t .  "1 am s t i l l  a  S y r i a n  c i t i z e n  l e g a l l y , n  he t o l d  me. 
"But  I now c o n s i d e r  t h i s  my c o u n t r y .  I can  no l o n g e r  l i v e  i n  
S y r i a  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t h e y  a r e  and i f  r e a l  t r o u b l e  came h e r e  
I would f i g h t  t o  keep  Lebanon f r e e .  Of c o u r s e ,  I am i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  government and t h e r e  a r e  many t h i n g s  wrong h e r e ,  b u t  I 
have l e a r n e d  what i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l i v e  i n  a f r e e  count ry ."  




