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A s  m i g h t  have  been  e x p e c t e d ,  Nor th  
A f r i c a  h a s  been  d e e p l y  s h a k e n  by r e c e n t  
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  which r e a c h e d  a 
c l i m a x  w i t h  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of  t h e  I r a q i  mon- 
a r c h y  a n d  t h e  l a n d i n g  of  American a n d  
B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  i n  Lebanon and  J o r d a n  r e s p e c -  
t i v e l y .  It  h a s  been  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  by 
t h e  l i t t l e - p u b l i c i z e d  s e n d i n g  of  B r i t i s h  
f o r c e s  t o  C y r e n a i c a ,  a move d e s i g n e d  i n  
t h e o r y  t o  p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  r e g i c i d e ,  t h i s  
t i m e  i n  t h e  Kingdom of  L i b y a ;  i t  f e e l s  i t  
h a s  been  compromised by t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a i r -  
b a s e s  which,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p o p u l a r l y - b e l i e v e d  
rumor i n  Morocco, we re  u s e d  by  American 
f o r c e s  headed  f o r  wha t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  
l o c a l  p r e s s  as t h e  " a g g r e s s i o n  i n  Lebanon.# 

Nor th  A f r i c a  h a s  been c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  Middle  E a s t  c r i s i s  as a r e g i o n  of  
young s t a t e s  mos t  o f  which  s t i l l  f e a r  and  
r e a c t  v i o l e n t l y  t o  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  n e o - c o l o n i -  
alism o r  a n y  s i g n  o f  o u t s i d e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  
in t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  s m a l l e r  and  weaker coun-  
t r i e s .  And, most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  in t e r m s  o f  
i t s  membership  i n  t h e  Arab community, i t  
h a s  been  s t i r r e d  n o t  o n l y  by  f r a t e r n a l  
f e e l i n g s  of  Arab  n a t i o n a l i s m  b u t ,  more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  younge r  b r o t h e r  
w a t c h e s  h i s  e l d e r s  and  t a k e s  h i s  c u e s  f rom 
t h e i r  b e h a v i o r ;  it h a s  b e e n  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s e d  
by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  which  b r o u g h t  t h e  r e p u b l i c  
t o  I r a q .  I n  some ways i n d e e d ,  and f o r  some 
g roups ,  t h e  s h o c k  was t o o  s t a r t l i n g  f o r  
c o m f o r t ,  and  t h e  f a c e  of  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  as 
w e l l  a s  of  t h e  Arab  E a s t ,  h a s  been  perma- 
n e n t l y  marked b y  t h e  e v e n t s  of J u l y  1 4  and 
t h e r e a f t e r .  
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During t h e  p a s t  yea r  o r  s o  t h e  
North Af r i can  view of t h e  Middle E a s t  and 
of i t s  own p l a c e  i n  t h e  Arab world has  been 
changing. The pace  of t h i s  change i s  nou 
a c c e l e r a t i n g  a f t e r  a  s low s tar t ,  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  a  Middle E a s t e r n e r  who r e t u r n e d  
h e r e  a f t e r  a v i s i t  i n  1957 remarked t h a t  
he  n o t i c e d  s decade of d i f f e r e n c e  between 
h i s  two t r i p s .  He was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
improving q u a l i t y  of t h e  Arabic-language 
p r e s s  and r a d i o ,  t h e  amount of g e n e r a l  
a r a b i a a t i o a ,  and t h e  a l l - round  h ighe r  c u l -  
t u r a l  l e v e l  i n  a r a b i s t  frames of r e f e r ence .  

These impress ions  can be confirmed 
i n  a n e g a t i v e  way, t o o ,  If t o  a Middle 
E a s t e r n e r  North A f r i c a  seems t o  be becoming 
no re  l i k e  h i s  o m  region,  s een  from t h e  
s p e c i f i c  p o i n t  of view of a Westerner,  
North A f r i c a  has r e c e n t l y  been moving away 
from t h e  West a t  breakneck speed,  I n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  opinion,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  op in ion  
of t h e  younger gene ra t i on  upon which I 
commented l a s t  yea r  (cf  . CFG-10-1s7 
"Thoughts from Tunis"),  shows an i n c r e a s i n g  
h o s t i l i t y  toward t h e  West and a  d i s t u r b i n g  
tendency t o  misunderstand o r  d i s t o r t  what 
most Westerners  c o n s i d e r  t o  be t h e  t r u t h ,  
even i n  t hose  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e  c a s e s  where 
something good might be s a i d  f o r  Western 
p o l i c y  vis-a-vis t h e  Arab world. 

There are many r ea sons  f o r  t h i s  
anti-Western d r i f t ,  They range from t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  h i s t o r i c  p u l l  of Arab n a t i o n a l i s m  
( v i t h  t h e  tendency t o  i m i t a t e  p o l i c i e s  
p r a c t i c e d  by Middle Eas t e rn  c o u n t r i e s  w i th  
n o t a b l e  s u c c e s s )  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  of 
t h e  West i n  Afro-Asian eyes  i n  r e c e n t  yeare ,  
The p a r t i c u l a r  l o s s  of  p r e s t i g e  by t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s  s i n c e  t h e  beginning of t h e  
Sputn ik  e r a ,  something which Americans 
l i v i n g  abroad a r e  q u i t e  conscious  of,  has  
been an impor t an t  f a c t o r ,  But l o c a l  condi-  
t i o n s  i n  North A f r i c a  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  
months of 1958 have a l s o  f u r t h e r  shaped 
ant i -Western  a t t i t u d e s .  The con t inu ing  
presence  of f o r e i g n  t roops ,  i n  one form o r  
ano ther ,  i n  a l l  f o u r  c o u n t r i e s  of  Morocco, 
Alger ia ,  T u n i s i a  and Libya c o n t r a s t e d  
s h a r p l y  i n  North Af r i can  eyes  wi th  t h e  " t r u e  
independenoen of t h e  Middle East, a t  l e a s t  
t h a t  p a r t  of i t  which had heeded t h e  c a l l  
of  Abdel Nasser.  The aggrava t ion  of t h e  
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A l g e r i a n  q u e s t i o n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  S a k i e t  a t t a c k  i n  Februa ry ,  
t h e  seeming e n d l e s s n e s s  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r a i n s  of 
Morocco as i t  began t o  shakedown i n t o  someth ing  l i k e  l e f t  and  
r i g h t  p o l i t i c a l  g roup ings ,  a n d  t h e  f e s t e r i n g  economic problems a l l  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  mood o f  i r r i t a t e d  f r u s t r a t i o n  which dominated 
t h e  Maghreb e a r l y  t h i s  aummer. 

To a Nor th  A f r i c a  i n  t h i s  s p i r i t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  I r a q  
came as a m i r r o r  s u d d e n l y  h e l d  up w i t h  t h e  image o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  
it; and, depending  on which s i d e  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f e n c e  one found 
o n e s e l f ,  i t  p r e s e n t e d  e i t h e r  a h o r r i f y i n g  o u t l i n e  of  t h e  f u t u r e  
o r  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  and  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p a t t e r n  of t h i n g s  t o  come. The 
l e s s o n  was l o s t  on none, however, and  i t  would h a r d l y  be r a s h  t o  
a u g g e s t  t h a t  Morocco, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  h a s  moved f o r w a r d  -- u s i n g  
t h e  word t o  s u g g e s t  movement a l o n g  a p a t h  whose l i n e s  a r e  a l r e a d y  
l a i d  o u t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w i t h o u t  any  n e c e s s a r y  c o n n o t a t i o n  of  prog-  
r e s s  -- a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  month, 

Although a l l  North A f r i c a  was d i s t u r b e d  by  t h e  I r a q i  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  Morocco, as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  monarchy remain ing  i n  t h e  
Arab wor ld  (and a s t i l l  a b s o l u t e  monarchy i n  t h e o r y ) ,  was the 
c o u n t r y  most v u l n e r a b l e ,  The s i l e n c e  of  t h e  p a l a c e  i n  Rabat  imme- 
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  coup d 1 6 t a t  was one s i g n  of  i t s  d i s a r r a y ,  b u t  
even  more s i g n i f i c a n t  u a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  o m i t t e d  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  mourning f o r  t h e  d e a t h  of  King F e i s a l .  King I d r i s  of  
L ibya  d e c r e e d  f o u r t e e n  days,  and even  nonoArab, non-monarchic 
s t a t e s  such  as P a k i s t a n  lowered  t h e  f l a g  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d .  I n  
v iew of  t h e  c l o s e n e s s  o f  Moroccan r o y a l  t i e s  w i t h  I r a q  -- King 
F e i s a l  had been  t h e  f i r s t  Arab head  of s t a t e  t o  come t o  p o s t -  
independence  Morocco, and p e r s i s t e n t  rumors a t  one t ime  l i n k e d  h i s  
name w i t h  t h e  King ' s  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r ,  L a l l a  A i s h a  -- t h e  o f f i c i a l  
s i l e n c e  would have been  s u r p r i s i n g  i f  one d i d  n o t  keep i n  mind 
t h a t  t h e  King i s  a v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n  who knows when t o  
keep h i s  d i s t a n c e s .  

The c a u t i o u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a l a c e  was d i c t a t e d  i n  
l a r g e  measure by  t h e  s h a r p e n e d  s t r u g g l e  of  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  
Morocco i n  t h e  p a s t  few months. Brusque changes  i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  
c l i m a t e  were n o t i c e a b l e  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  A p r i l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  
Tang ie r ,  a meet ing  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i a a t i o n s  of  each  
of t h e  t h r e e  Nor th  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  ( ~ s t i q l a l ,  FLN, and neo- 
~ e s t o u r ) ,  Al though s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s  have u a t e r e d  down many of 
t h e  hopes  of s p r i n g t i m e ,  t h e  s u c c e s s  of  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  
t ime,  (and i t  was a g a t h e r i n g  of  p a r t i e s  n o t  of governments)  
encouraged t h e  I s t i q l a l  t o  b r i n g  down t h e  c o a l i t i o n  government i n  
which i t  had been  p l a y i n g  a l e a d i n g  r o l e  and t o  demand a one -pa r ty  
c a b i n e t .  A f t e r  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p a l a c e ,  i n  which each  
s i d e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  impor tance  of  i t s  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  a compro- 
mise was a g r e e d  t o  which s a t i s f i e d  few: t h e  I s t i q l a l  r e c e i v e d  i t s  
homogeneous government,  b u t  t h e  King r e s e r v e d  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of 
choos ing  c e r t a i n  key  m i n i s t e r s ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of t h e  
I n t e r i o r .  Ahmed B a l a f r e j ,  t h e  t o p  f i g u r e  of  t h e  I s t i q l a l  conse rv -  
a t i v e ,  o r  modera te  wing, was named Pr ime M i n i s t e r  and F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r  and a somewhat s t a i d  c a b i n e t  w a s  grouped around him. The 



i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  King d i d  n o t  d i m i n i s h  and t h e  Crown P r i n c e ,  Mulay 
Hassan, was even  more a c t i v e  t h a n  b e f o r e .  Wi thout  b e i n g  o f f i c i a l l y  
announced, t h e  s p l i t  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  i n t o  something  l i k e  a  l e f t -  
and r i g h t - w i n g  s e p a r a t i o n  was consummated. Grumblings f rom t h e  
e x c l u d e d  l e f t  wing (headed by  t h e  S p e a k e r  of  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  A s -  
sembly  and Deputy  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P a r t y ,  Mehdi Ben Barka; t h e  
e x - M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  Driss Mthammedi; and t h e  e x - M i n i s t e r  
of Labor,  A b d a l l a h  I b r a h i m )  were c o - o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  s h a r p  a t t a c k s  
on governmenta l  p o l i c y ,  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l ,  by t h e  Moroccan 
Labor Union ( U M T )  and, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime,  b y  o b l i q u e  r e f e r e n c e s  
t o  t h e  monarchy, which were r e p u d i a t e d  b y  t h e i r  a u t h o r s  a s  soon as 
c h a l l e n g e d .  I n  June  t h e  p a r t y ' s  French- language  weekly, A 1  I s t i  
l a l ,  e d i t e d  b y  Ben Barka and h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  was suspended T-= a  t e r  
its e d i t o r i a l s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  g e t  o u t  of hand, and i t  h a s  j u s t  
r e a p p e a r e d  u n d e r  new p a r t y  c o n t r o l .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  a s t a t e m e n t  
i s s u e d  by Ben Barka on t h e  o c c a s i o n  of  t h e  r e a p p e a r a n c e ,  e x p l a i n i n g  
why he  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  a s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a p a p e r  which p r e -  
s e n t e d  o n l y  one  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  views, was n e i t h e r  p u b l i s h e d  
n o r  b r o a d c a s t  i n  Morocco. 

A good many middle-of  - the - road  Is t i q l a l i a n s  were, and 
s t i l l  a r e ,  t r y i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  t h e o r y  of  p a r t y  u n i t y ,  as w e l l  
as t h a t  of comple te  p a r t y - p a l a c e  harmony, and  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of  
t h e  p a r t y  w i t h  t h e  UMT.  nThe u n i t y  of  t h e  v i t a l  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n , "  i t  i s  c a l l e d .  But i t  h a s  l o n g  been e v i d e n t  t o  most 
o b s e r v e r s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  m u l t i f o l d  t e n d e n c i e s  e n c a s e d  i n  t h e  I s t i q -  
l a 1  i t s e l f  -- i t  h a s  been  d e s c r i b e d  as a  "g roup ing  of  p e r s o n a l -  
i t i e s n  -- n o t  t o  ment ion  t h e  d i v e r g e n c e s  between t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  
of  t h e  t h r o n e  and t h e  q u a s i - M a r x i s t  v iews  of l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  UMT,  
would n o t  a l l o w  t h e  v i t a l  f o r c e s  t o  go much f a r t h e r  a l o n g  t h e  
same r o a d .  To t h e  Ben Barka group, which s t a n d s  f o r  a program 
b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  i n t e r n a l  r e fo rm,  i n c l u d i n g  p r i m a r i l y  l a n d  reform, 
and e x t e r n a l  n e u t r a l i s m , i . e . s  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  b o t h  E a s t  
and West, removal  of  f o r e i g n  t r o o p s  and b a s e s ,  and a  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  of  nnondependence,n t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s ,  i n  t h e  words of Ben 
Barka  h i m s e l f ,  n w h e t h e r t h e  I s t i q l a l  w i l l  b e  t h e  Wafd of Morocco 
o r  not ."  The p a r a l l e l  h a s  t o  do w i t h  t h e  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  
i n  Egypt  which, c o r r u p t  and, "burdened w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  i n e r t i a w  was 
swept  away b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  j u n t a  i n  1952. 

The p a r a l l e l  does  n o t  ex tend ,  however, t o  t h e  monarchy 
i n  Moroaco. Muhammad V i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  Farouk,  no r ,  a s  t h e  
compar ison  migh t  be f o r m u l a t e d  t h e s e  days ,  i s  he F e i s a l  o r  Hussein.  
He remains  a p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e ,  b o t h  because  he i s  s i n c e r e l y  l o v e d  
b y  a  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of h i s  countrymen, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  coun- 
t r y s i d e ,  and because  he  combines t h e  p r e s t i g e  of a  r e l i g i o u s  
f i g u r e  i n  a c o u n t r y  where I s l a m  c o u n t s  f o r  much more t h a n  i t  does  
i n  t h e  advanced Middle E a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l  of a 
shrewd p o l i t i c a l  manager. He has  managed t o  i d e n t i f y  h imse l f  
s i n c e  h i s  1953  e x i l e  w i t h  t h e  c a u s e  of n a t i o n a l i s m  and p r o g r e s s  i n  
h i s  c o u n t r y ,  and  he c o n t i n u e s  t o  do so .  H i s  new c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  
n a t i o n ,  a  s o r t  of  p o l i t i c a l  p l a t f o r m  announcing  a s e r i e s  of  re forms,  
was c a r e f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  j u s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
of  t h e  May c a b i n e t  c r i s i s ,  t h a t  t h e  r o y a l  s o l i c i t u d e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  
t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  r e g a r d l e a s  of which governments  came 
and went.  Wi th  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l o y a l t y  of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  sub-  
j e c t s  a s s u r e d ,  w i t h  f i r m  c o n t r o l  of  t h o  army and t h e  p o l i c e ,  a n d  



w i t h  an  a b i l i t y  t o  p l a y  o f f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  a g a i n s t  e a c h  
o t h e r  w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  game, Muhammad V i s  s t i l l  i n  
a v e r y  s t r o n g ,  a l m o s t  u n a s s a i l a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  f e e l i n g  o f  
e s t eem,  t hough ,  i s  becoming more and  more p e r s o n a l l y - o r i e n t e d  
r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  monarchy,  and  f o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  t h e  p o s t - I r a q  r e a c t i o n s  of  p a r t s  of  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  we re  e s p e c i a l l y  m e a n i n g f u l .  

R e a c t i o n s  were  n o t  l o n g  i n  f o r t h c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  
s o u r c e s .  The o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  A 1  Alam, l e d  t h e  way 
i n  t h e  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  coup  w i t h  h h a t  seemed t o  be a  s y s t e m a t i c  
campaign t o  d e n i g r a t e  t h e  monarchy, . . in  I r a q ,  The p a p e r  r e f e r r e d  
c a s u a l l y  t o  t h e  " d e a t h  o f  F e i s a l "  (mawt F a y s a l ) ,  a s  i f  i t  had  been  
t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  demise  o f  a p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  a n d  n o t  t h e  a s s a s s i n a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  s t a t e .  S i m i l a r l y  no t i t l e  
was e v e r  g i v e n  t h e  King of J o r d a n ,  who was r e f e r r e d  t o  s i m p l y  as  
H u s s e i n .  E d i t o r i a l s  s p o k e  of  t h e  " I r a q i  p e o p l e  b r e a k i n g  t h e i r  
c h a i n s "  and  t h e  f r o n t  page  was g i v e n  o v e r  t o  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  joyous  
c i t i z e n s  i n  Baghdad, Even some I s t i q l a l  m i n i s t e r s  were  o u t r a g e d  
a t  A 1  A l a m l s  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  of  D r .  F a d h i l  ~ a m a l i ,  
e x - k o r e i g n  Min is tan .  o f  I r a q ,  h a n d c u f f e d  i n  j a i l ,  when he had  been,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  one c a b i n e t  member, "one o f  M o r o c c o l s  b e s t  f r i e n d s  
i n  h e r  f i g h t  f o r  independence . I1  

O t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t s  of  t h e  l e f t - w i n g  c o a l i t i o n  j o i n e d  i n .  
( ~ l  A l a m  i t s e l f  was b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  b y  t h e  Ben Ba rka  
group,) A t  T a l i l a ,  t h e  week ly  of t h e  UXT, which  h a s  been  d i s t i n -  
g u i s h i n g  i t s e l f  b y  t h e  v i o l e n c e  of i t s  a n t i - A m e r i c a n  comment 
r e c e n t l y ,  made an  a t t a c k  of u n u s u a l  b i t t e r n e s s  o n  t h e  Hashemi te  
d y n a s t y  i n  Baghdad. And Ash ~ h a b z b ,  t h e  o r g a n  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  
Youth,  s a l u t e d  t h e  "new-found f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  I r a q i  p e o p l e H  and  
c o u p l e d  t h i s  w i t h  a c a l l  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  d f  t h e -  N a t i o n a l  
C o n s u l t a t i v e  Assembly,  now a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  King,  i n t o  a n  e l e c t e d  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  body. The Assembly i s  n o t ,  however,  d e s p i t e  i t s  
n o m i n a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  a rubbe r - s t amp  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Under t h e  
s k i l l f u l  s t e w a r d s h i p  o f  Ben Barka ,  who f i r s t  l a s t  y e a r  p roduced  
f r o m  t h e  same a s s e m b l y  a p o l i c y  o f  "nondependence ,"  i t  p a s s e d  a 
r e s o l u t i o n  as e a r l y  as J u l y  1 8  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  
I r a q i  R e p u b l i c .  The government  q u i e t l y  t o o k  i t s  a d v i c e  a n d  a c t e d  
a few d a y s  l a t e r .  

A 1  A l a m l s  a n t i - r o y a l i s t  i n n u e n d o s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h e  
b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  a week u n t i l  i t  was r e c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  and  a l l o w e d  
i t s  s p e c i a l  envoy  i n  Baghdad t o  r e p o r t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  Abde l  
Kerim Kassim, t h e  new I r a q i  c h i e f  o f  government ,  t h a t  " I f  a l l  t h e  
k i n g s  i n  t h e  Muslim w o r l d  we re  as d e v o t e d  t o  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  a s  
Muhaamad V t h e r e  would have  been  no p r o b l e m  i n  I r a q , "  S i n c e  t h e n ,  
A 1  A l a m ,  a f t e r  a s h i f t i n g  of  p e r s o n n e l ,  h a s  hewed t o  t h e  p a r t y  l i n e  
and  n o t a b l y  h a s  r e s t o r e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  r e c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  Kine " 
t o  t h e i r  f o r m e r  p l a c e  of  p r i o r i t y .  

Between t h e  s i l e n c e  of t h e  p a l a c e  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  e f f u s i v e  
c r i e s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i d d e n  w h e e l s  
of  t h e  government .  S t e p s  we re  q u i e t l y  t a k e n  t o  s o f t e n  some o f  t h e  



e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n :  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  r a d i o  were  u n o f f i c i a l l y  
a d v i s e d  t h a t  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  mob v i o l e n c e  were  n e e d l e s s  and  s h o u l d  
b e  a v o i d e d ,  a n d  t h a t  no  d e t a i l s  of t h e  r e g i c i d e  c o u l d  b e  p r i n t e d .  
When t h e  Moroccan S t u d e n t s '  Union (UMET) met i n  T e t u a n  l a t e  l a s t  
month and  w e n t  as f a r  as i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  go i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  b y  
p u b l i s h i n g  a s e r i e s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  which,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
e x p e c t e d  " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i ~ t , ~  a n t i - W e s t e r n  p a r a g r a p h s ,  d e c r i e d  
" a n t i - n a t i o n a l 1 '  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  a n d  c a l l e d  f o r  a 
s t r i c t  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  and  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  
t h e  d e f e n s e  f o r c e s  ( a n  I s t i q l a l  m i n i s t e r  i s  M i n i s t e r  o f  N a t i o n a l  
D e f e n s e  a n d  Crown P r i n c e  Mulay Hassan i s  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  
Armed F o r c e s ) ,  s e c u r i t y  p o l i c e  t o o k  e n e r g e t i c  m e a s u r e s  t o  s t o p  
d i f f u s i o n  o f  t h e  communiqu6 w i t h i n  Morocco. A few d a y s  l a t e r ,  i t  
was a r r a n g e d  f o r  UMET l e a d e r s  t o  b e  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  King a n d  f o r  
them t o  p l e d g e  t h e i r  unswerv ing  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  T h i s  
f a c e - s a v i n g  a p o l o g y  %as, f o r  t h e  moment, smoothed  m a t t e r s  o v e r ;  
t h e  banned  communique even  f o u n d  i t s  way i n t o  p r i n t  i n  t h e  new, 
more o r t h o d o x  v e r s i o n  o f  A 1  I s t i q l a l  which  h a s  now r e a p p e a r e d .  

The a t t i t u d e  of  t h e  s t u d e n t  g r o u p  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  
s t r i k i n g  i n d e x  o f  how t h i n g s  a r e  g o i n g ,  To i l l u s t r a t e  i t  p e r s o n -  
a l l y ,  I had  s e v e r a l  good f r i e n d s  among s t u d e n t s  h e r e  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  
y e a r s  ago,  j u s t  b e f o r e  and a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  The memory 
of p l e a s a n t  h o u r s  s p e n t  d i s c u s s i n g  p o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e ,  o f t e n  
n o t  w i t h o u t  f r a n k  d i s a g r e e m e n t ,  s t i l l  r e m a i n s ;  a y e a r  ago  I f o u n d  
many who c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  be  r e a c h e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  were  s t i l l  some o f  
t h e  younge r  g e n e r a t i o n  who r ema ined  r e l a t i v e l y  open .  They are  
a l m o s t  u n d i s c o v e r a b l e  now, a n d  one  b e g i n s  t o  g e t  a mass r e a c t i o n  
f r o m  b e h i n d  a n  i n v i s i b l e  w a l l  which  v i e w s  e v e r y t h i n g ,  and  e v e r y -  
one,  i n  s t e r e o t y p e d  n a t i o n a l  t e r m s  a n d  ho l low ,  t h i r d - h a n d  s l o g a n s .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u r n i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  West ,  t h e r e  i s  
t h e  a u r a  o f  n smar tne s s i '  s u r r o u n d i n g  Communism f o r  many y o u t h s  who 
have  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t ,  I t  would  be  p l e a s a n t  
t o  d i s m i s s  these a t t i t u d e s  as t h e  p a s s i n g  f a n c i e s  o f  t h e  young, 
b u t  t h e  t r e n d  o f  e d u c a t e d  y o u t h  i n  Morocco i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Arab 
n a t i o n a l i s m  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  West,  a l m o s t  i n s u r e s  t h a t  b o t h  s i d e s  
w i l l  s e p a r a t e  f u r t h e r .  And i t  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  
young men who d r a f t e d  t h e  Te tuan  r e s o l u t i o n s  w i l l  s oon  b e  i n  
government  s e r v i c e  and  w i t h i n  f i v e  t o  t e n  y e a r s  w i l l  b e  making a t  
l e a s t  medium- leve l  p o l i c y  f o r  a c o u n t r y  where  y o u t h  i s  l e a r n i n g  
t h a t ,  owing t o  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  gap which  p r e c e d e d  i t s  p r e s e n t  
g e n e r a t i o n ,  i t  a t t a i n s  g r e a t  power a t  an  e a r l y  a g e ,  

A l g e r i a n  r e a c t i o n ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a -  
t i o n  F r o n t  (FLw) ,  h a s  been ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  more v i o l e n t  t h a n  t h e  
e x t r e m i s t  Moroccan p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  a t t a c k  h a s  b e e n  
d i f f e r e n t .  To A l g e r i a n s  t h e  enemy i s  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  West ,  and,  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o c c u p i e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  h o n o r ,  
To be  s u r e ,  i n  a l l  t h e  Moroccan p r e s s  comment on t h e  Middle  E a s t  
t h e r e  was s t r o n g  d i s a p p r o v a l  of t h e  Anglo-American " i n v a s i o n "  

azw),  b u t  a l l  i n  a l l  i t  was m o d e r a t e  i n  t o n e ,  Morocco ' s  r e a l  (gh r e a c t l o n s  c o n c e r n e d  i n t e r n a l  Arab p o l i t i c s ;  i t  r e a c t e d  as a mon- 
a r c h y  t o  t h e  f a l l  o f  a monarchy,  a n d  i t  k e p t  s e e i n g  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  



p l a c e  o f  I r a q .  None of  t h i s  was t r u e  f o r  t h e  A l g e r i a n s  who, i f  
n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  a r e  r e p u b l i c a n s  who have  l o n g  s i n c e  d i s m i s s e d  even  
t h e  monarchy i n  Morocco i n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  The FLN 
had been  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  o l d  r eg ime  i n  I r a q  a n d  i t  
w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  be  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  b u t  i t  h a s  n o t  
f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  i t s  p r i n c t p a l  b a c k e r  i s  now Abdel  N a s s e r  and  i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  as he  acd h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  become s t r o n g e r ,  t h e  FLN g a i n s  
a s  w e l l ,  

The FLK p o s i t i o n  was r e v e a l e d  a few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  
J u l y  3.b c r i s i s  i n  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  p o l i c y  which  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  
be  r e a d  d u r i n g  t h e  "Voice  of A l g e r i a w  h o u r  b r o a d c a s t  by  t h e  R a b a t  
and T u n i s  r a d i o s .  The s t a t e m e n t  was a n  u n u s u a l l y  s t i n g i n g  a t t a c k  
on t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  which,  a f t e r  c o n n i v i n g  w i t h  F r a n c e  t o  keep  
l i b e r t y  f r o m  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  had  I t f i n a l l y  d ropped  i t s  mask and  
r e v e a l e d  i t s e l f  as a p r e d a t o r y ,  i m p e r i a l i s t  power"  i n  t h e  1.1iddle 
East.  The s t a t e m e n t  w a s  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h  on t L e  R a b a t  r a d i o ,  b u t  
i n  Tun i s  t h e  "Voice  c f  A l g e r i a "  was n o t  r e l e a s e d ;  and  when A l g e r i a n  
s o u r c e s  a s k e d  R a d i o  T a n g i e r ,  a p r i v a t e ,  Amer ican- run  s t a t i o n ,  t o  
p u t  i t  on t h e  a i r ,  e m b a r r a s s e d  c o n f e r e n c e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t o n e d -  
down v e r s i o n  b e i n g  b r o a d c a s t .  

The d i s e n c h a n t m e n t  of  A l g e r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s  w i t h  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a d  been  g rowing  f o r  some t ime ,  b u t  i t  became i r r e v -  
o c a b l e  a f t e r  S a k i e t  S i d i  Youssef ,  when i t  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t ,  
f o r  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  Xurphy m i s s i o n  o f  good o f f i c e s  was a 
f a i l u r e  and  t h a t  t h e  Anglo-American p o l i c y  o f  f r i e n d s h i p  toward  
T u n i s i a  was n o t  t o  mean o v e r t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n ,  T h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  b l o c  
was h e i g h t e n e d  b y  i n c r e a s e d  m i l i t a r y  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  a s  c r o s s i n g s  of  
t h e  Mor i ce  L i n e ,  a n  e l e c t r i c a l l y - c h a r g e d  b a r b e d - w i r e  a r e a  s e p a r a t -  
i n g  A l g e r i a  f r o m  T u n i s i a ,  became more a n d  more d i f f i c u l t  t h i s  
s p r i n g ,  A l l  r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  FLN, as d i s t i n c t  f r o m  i t s  t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  which  con-  
t i n u e  u n a b a t e d ,  h a s  much d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  months .  

The FLN's answer  t o  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  c r e a t e d  b y  S a k i e t  
and  i t s  m i l i t a r y  s e t b a c k s  was p o l i t i c a l :  t o  p r e s s  f o r  Maghreb ian  
u n i t y  a n d  t o  i n v o l v e  Morocco and  T u n i s i a  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  as  much 
as p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  was t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  T a n g i e r  Con- 
f e r e n c e  i n  A p r i l ,  a n d  t h e  amount o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  which was a g r e e d  
upon showed t h a t  t h e  l e a d i n g  p a r t i e s  i n  Morocco and  T u n i s i a  were  
u n w i l l i n g  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom t h e  FLN i n  
t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e i r  own p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  even  t hough  i n  p r i v a t e  a 
good many p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  b o t h  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  c r i t i c i z e d  b o t h  t h e  
methods a n d  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l g e r i a n  r e b e l s ,  

The p a p e r  g a i n s  o f  t h e  T a n g i e r  C o n f e r e n c e ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  
t h e  s e t t i n g - u p  o f  a c o n s u l t a t i v e  e x e c u t i v e  and  t h e  e v e n t u a l  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  o f  an  a l l -Maghreb  a s sembly ,  we re  made o f  d o u b t f u l  v a l u e  
a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  however,  by t h e  May 1 3  coup  i n  A l g i e r s  which  
l e d ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  R e p u b l i c  and t h e  a d v e n t  
of  G e n e r a l  de  G a u l l e  t o  power. S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b o t h  i n  
A l g e r i a  a n d  i n  F r a n c e  h a s  b e e n  a n y t h i n g  b u t  c l e a r ,  b u t  g r a d u a l l y  



i t  i s  becoming e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  t l R e v o l u t i o n  of A l g i e r s n  d i d  n o t h i n g  
t o  s e t t l e  t h e  f a t e  of A l g e r i a .  

H e s i t a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  month o r  s o  when de G a u l l e  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  a l l  t h i n g s  t o  a l l  men, FLN r e a c t i o n  s i n c e  t h e n  h a s  b e e n  
s p o r a d i c  and  i n e f f e c t i v e ,  a l t h o u g h  l a t e l y  t e r r o r i s m  h a s  r e b e g u n  
on a l a r g e  s c a l e ,  A l though  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  f r a t e r n i z a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  
j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  coup  was p h y s i c a l l y  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  f o r c e d ,  
t h e r e  was f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e  a wan hope among some o f  t h e  A l g e r i a n s ,  
now v a n i s h e d ,  t h a t  a j u s t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s  m i g h t  be  
f o u n d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l ,  A s  t h i s  hope d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t h e  FLN, which  
had  c e r t a i n l y  been  t a k e n  aback  b y  t h e  sudden  change  o f  c l i m a t e  i n  
A l g e r i a ,  began  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  momentum l o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  summer 
F-cnths  and  t h e  war  t o o k  on a  renewed e a r n e s t n e s s ,  

The A l g e r i a n  r e a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  i t s  r e l a -  
t , i o n s  w i t h  T u n i s i a ,  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  
which  had  been  moved i n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  by  t h e  summer 's  e v e n t s ,  
I n  a n y  a s s e s s m e n t  of  T u n i s i a  t h e  e q u a t i o n  n T u n i s i a  e q u a l s  Bour- 
g u i b a "  must  s t i l l  by  c o n s i d e r e d  v a l i d ,  even  t hough  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
h a s  l o s t  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  a p p e a l  i n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  months .  I t  i s  s t i l l  
he  who g i v e s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s t amp  ts t h e  T u n i s i a n  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r -  
a c t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  T u n i s i a n  e l i t e  which  i s  p r o b a b l y  more o c c i d e n -  
t a l i z e d  i n  t h e  me thodo logy  of  i t s  t h o u g h t  t h a n  a n y  s i m i l a r  Arab 
group ,  i s  p r e d i s p o s e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  more e a s i l y  t h e  n u a n c e s  of  
c c l o n i a l  d i s e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  t h u s  t o  a c c e p t  B o u r g u i b a t s  r e f u s a l  t o  
dencunce  Anglo-American a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  as a g g r e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  same t y p e  as S o v i e t  a c t i o n  i n  Hungary. 

I n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  new G a u l l i s t  F r a n c e ,  Bour- 
g u i b a  f e e l s ,  and  h a s  p u b l i c l y  g i v e n  e x p r e s s i o n  t o ,  h i s  sympathy  
t o w a r d  de  G a u l l e  as a man a k i n  t o  h i m s e l f  -- t h e  o n l y  f i g u r e  
c a p a b l e  of  l e a d i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a s t r o n g ,  r e s o l u t e  g o v e r n o r  b u t  a 
man who knows t h e  value o f  compromise a n d  u n d e r s t a n d s  h i s  opponen t ;  
i n  s h o r t ,  a  l i b e r a l  a u t o c r a t .  The s p e e d  w i t h  which  a g r e e m e n t  was 
r e a c h e d  on t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  of  F r e n c h  t r o o p s  f r o m  a l l  T u n i s i a  s a v e  
t h e  n a v a l  b a s e  o f  B i z e r t e ,  and  t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  a c c o r d  on t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  o i l  p i p e l i n e  f r o m  t h e  S a h a r a n  f i e l d s  a t  
~ d j e l 6  ( A l g e r i a )  t o  t h e  T u n i s i a n  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n  of  ~ a b & s  ( s e e  
c F G - ~ - ' S ~ ,  n O i l  a n d  t h e  F u t u r e  of  t h e  S a h a r a N )  r e f l e c t  t h e  m u t u a l  
e s t e e x  of  t h e  two men which  h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
F r a n c o - T u n i s i a n  r a p p r o c h e m e n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  months .  

The e v a c u a t i o n  ag reemen t ,  coming s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
T a n g i e r  C o n f e r e n c e ,  was t h e  f i r s t  o b s t a c l e  t o  ha rmon ious  r e l a t i o n s  
be tween  T u n i s i a  and  t h e  FLN, To be  s u r e ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  c l e a r  
s i g n s  f o r  some t i m e  t h a t  t h e  c o u n s e l s  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  
Bourgu iba  t o  t h e  FLN were  b e i n g  d i s m i s s e d  w i t h  a s h r u g ,  b u t  t h e  
FLN was c o n t e n t  t o  b e  l e c t u r e d  t o  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  as l o n g  a s  i t  
p o s s e s s e d  b a s e  f a c i l i t i e s  on T u n i s i a n  s o i l  and  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i r e c t  
p r a c t i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i t s e l f ,  I n  t h e o r y  t h e  FLN r a l l i e d  t o  t h e  
e v a c u a t i o n  a g r e e m e n t  -- f o r  would i t  n o t  g i v e  a f r e e r  hand  w i t h i n  
s u p p o s e d l y  n e u t r a l  T u n i s i a  ( i n  which t h e  A l g e r i a n s  had  c a r v e d  o u t  
a p r a c t i c a l l y  autonomous s t a t e  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r o v i n c e s ) ?  I t  a l s o  



p r o m i s e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  i r k s o m e  r a d a r  p o s t s  i n  F r e n c h - c o n t r o l l e d  
a i r f i e l d s  i n  T u n i s i a ,  which c o u l d  s p o t  p l a n e s  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  
A l g e r i a n  b o r d e r  t o  make p a r a c h u t e  d r o p s ,  But,  a t  t h e  l a s t  m inu t e ,  
t h e  FLN became aware  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  g a r r i s o n s  would 
b e  e v a c u a t e d  t o  A l g e r i a ,  t h e r e  t o  h e l p  make up t h e  added  c o n t i n -  
g e n t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  " f i n a l  o f f e n s i v e n  t o  c r u s h  t h e  r e b e l s ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  d e  G a u l l e  i n  s o l v i n g  t h e  
ma jo r  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  T u n i s i a  i n  s o  s h o r t  a t i m e ,  w h i l e  
t h e  FLN m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n  was d e t e r i o r a t i n g  i n s i d e  A l g e r i a ,  u p s e t  
r e b e l  l e a d e r s .  Nor was t h e  FLN o v e r l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  t o  t h e  T a n g i e r  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h e l d  i n  Tun i s  l a t e  i n  
J u n e ,  Word o f  t h e  impending  p i p e l i n e  a g r e e m e n t  had  a l r e a d y  l e a k e d  
o u t ;  t h e  T u n i s  m e e t i n g  p r o d u c e d  no immed ia t e  r e s u l t s  and  c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  c o l d n e s s  w a s  i n  e v i d e n c e .  

When a Moroccan m i s s i o n  a r r i v e d  i n  T u n i s i a  i n  J u l y  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  a c u l t u r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  be tween  t h e  two i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e s  
o f  t h e  Maghreb, p a r t  of FLN o p i n i o n  began  t o  f e e l  w i t h  a s e n s e  of  
o u t r a g e  and  p a n i c  t h a t  Nor th  A f r i c a  was on t h e  way t o  b e i n g  b u i ' l t  
w i t h o u t  A l g e r i a ,  and  t h a t  t h e  F rench ,  d i a b o l i c a l  as e v e r  i n  FLN 
e y e s ,  we re  s u c c e e d i n g  i n  b u y i n g  o f f  T u n i s i a  and  Morocco w i t h  
economic b r i b e s  w h i l e  r e f u s i n g  t h e  s m a l l e s t  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  
A l g e r i a n s ,  

T h i s  FLN v i ew  i s  a n  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a 
c e r t a i n  j u s t i c e  i n  i t .  F o r  t h e  A l g e r i a n  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  on a l l  
l e v e l s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  f o r c e ,  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  men i n  t h e  
Moroccan and  T u n i s i a n  gove rnmen t s  who f e e l  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  on 
w i t h  t h e  economic and  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  coun-  
t r i e s ,  " Independence  b e f o r e  b r e a d "  i s  t h e  FLN s l o g a n ,  b u t  i t  i s  
h a r d l y  o n e  which c a n  b e  a d h e r e d  t o  by  Moroccan and T u n i s i a n  s t a t e s -  
men i f  i t  l o o k s  c l e a r l y  as though  t h e  F r e n c h  c o u l d  s t a y  i n  A l g e r i a  
f o r  f i v e  o r  t e n  y e a r s ,  o r  e v e n  i n d e f i n i t e l y .  The re  h a s  n e v e r  been  
a n y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  dilemma p o s e d  by  
FLN i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  i f  i t  g o e s  down a l l  must  go w i t h  it,  a n d  t h e  
g e n u i n e  d e s i r e  of  t h e  Moroccans  and  T u n i s i a n s  t o  h e l p  A l g e r i a  up 
t o ,  b u t  n o t  beyond t h e  b r i n k  o f ,  s e l f - r u i n ,  What seems t r a g i c a l l y  
i n e v i t a b l e  now i s  t h a t  t h e  l o g i c  of  i t s  e x t r e m i s t  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  
f o r c e  t h e  FLN t o  p u s h  t o t a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  a t  a n y  
c o s t ,  and  i t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  s e e n  w h e t h e r  any r e a s o n a b l e  Arab gove rn -  
ment ( i , e . ,  wha t  t h e  West c o n s i d e r s  r e a s o n a b l e )  c a n  r e s i s t  t h e  
p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  b e  p u t  on i t ,  

Thus t h e  I r a q i  coup  was r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  FLN w i t h  s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n ,  I t  c o n f i r m e d  them i n  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  Abde l  
N a s s e r  was t h e  r i g h t  man t o  b e t  on, t h e  o n l y  one  who, i n  t h e  l o n g  
r u n ,  c o u l d  be  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  h e l p  t o  them. A s  N a s s e r l s  
c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s  i n  Nor th  A f r i c a  -- E g y p t i a n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Morocco 
a r e  good b u t  n o t  e x c e l l e n t ,  w i t h  T u n i s i a  a r e  f a i r  b u t  n o t  good -- 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  w a s  e n h a n c e d ,  The monarchy i n  Morocco had  r e c e i v e d  
a blow which  l e f t  t h e  A l g e r i a n s  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  and t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  
e v e n t s  m i g h t  s e r v e  as a  p o l i t i c a l  w a r n i n g  t o  Bourgu iba  o f  t h e  
d a n g e r s  o f  t o o  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  West,  



The t i m e  f o r  d i r e c t  - a c t i o n  h a d  come f o r  y e  FLN, and  a n  
open  a t t a c k  on T u n i s i a n  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  E d j e l e  p i p e l i n e  was 
w r i t t e n  i n  A 1  Moujahid ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  FLN week ly  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Tun i s .  
I t  was answered  i n  measured  t e r m s  a week l a t e r  b y  L ' A c t i o n ,  t h e  
i n f l u e n t i a l  neo -Des tou r  p a p e r ,  which  i n s i s t e d  upon T u n i s i a ' s  r i g h t  
t o  s e c u r e  i t s  economic deve lopmen t  and  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  o f  a p i p e l i n e  would i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  b e n e f i t  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  
A l g e r i a  as much as i t  would now h e l p  T u n i s i a .  The T u n i s i a n  t h e s i s  
i s  t h a t  i f  A l g e r i a  i s  n o t  f r e e  when t h e  p i p e l i n e  i s  comple t ed ,  no 
o i l  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  f l o w  t h r o u g h  i t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  
g i v e s  work t o  t h e  unemployed and  two y e a r s  ( u n t i l  c o m p l e t i o n )  t o  
w o r r y  a b o u t  f u t u r e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  -- a n  i n g e n i o u s  b i t  o f  r e a s o n i n g  
d e s i g n e d  t o  p u t  t h e  b e s t  f a c e  on a n  a c c o r d  made p r i m a r i l y  o u t  o f  
economic n e c e s s i t y .  

The c o u n t e r a t t a c k  o f  A 1  Moujah id  was n e v e r  d e l i v e r e d ;  
f o r e - ~ i a r n e d  o f  a n  a r t i c l e  l i k e l y  t o  be  o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  T u n i s i a n  
s t a t e ,  t h e  p o l i c e  s e i z e d  t h e  p l a t e s  o f  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  i n  i t s  Tun i s  
p r i n t i n g  p l a n t  and  f o r b a d e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e n  r e l a t i o n s  have  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  wor sened  be tween  t h e  two d i s p u t i n g  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e  
FLN h a s  i n v o k e d  o n e  of  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  T a n g i e r  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  
c a l l  f o r  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  Committee.  R e c e n t l y  two o f  
i t s  t o p  men have  b e e n  i n  R a b a t  s e e k i n g  Moroccan s u p p o r t  on t h i s  
i s s u e ,  which  t h r e a t e n s  f u r t h e r  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  government  h e r e  and  
c o n f i r m  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  Moroccan p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  

The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  new, p o s t - J u l y  1 4  N o r t h  A f r i c a  
a r e  s e r i o u s  and  f a r - r e a c h i n g .  The o u t s t a n d i n g  s i n g l e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  wha t  W e s t e r n e r s  o f t e n  c a l l  " i n t r a n s i g e a n t "  o r  
" r a d i c a l v  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  which  i s  g e n e r a l l y  what  t h e  Arabs  f e e l  t o  
b e  t h e i r  most  p r o g r e s s i v e  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  h a s  b e e n  r e v e a l e d ;  and  i t  
b i d s  f a i r  t o  make g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

And p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  much i s  b e i n g  s a i d  
a b o u t  u n i t y  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  and  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Arab  wor ld ,  t h e r e  
i s  more d i v i s i o n  a n d  q u a r r e l i n g  t h a n  b e f o r e .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  remarked,  
however ,  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  e x i s t  on a g o v e r n m e n t a l  l e v e l  r a t h e r  
t h a n  among t h e  p e o p l e ;  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  as we have  j u s t  s e e n  i n  t h e  
c a s e  o f  I r a q ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y  t o  them which  
may be  s w e p t  away a t  a n y  t i m e .  I n t e r n a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,  
s t a u n c h  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  e m p i r i c  l i b e r a l s  and  d i s c o n t e n t e d  r a d i c a l s ,  
and  i n  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t h e r e  a r e  p ro -Wes t e rn  g r o u p s ,  
nondependen t  n e u t r a l i s t s ,  " p o s i t i v e N  n e u t r a l i s t s ,  and  some who a r e  
more t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  f l i r t  u i t h  t h e  E a s t e r n  b l o c .  And w h i l e  t h e r e  
i s  no c o m p l e t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  two g r o u p s ,  one  s o  o f t e n  
f i n d s  o n l y  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  and  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  among t h e  p r o -  
W e s t e r n e r s ,  a n d  i t  i s  h o n e s t l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  
t h e  dynamic f o r c e s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  

T h i s  i s  a d m i t t e d l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n  f u n i s i a ,  where  t h e  



Bourgu iba  government  i s  q u i t e  advanced  i n  i t s  i n t e r n a l  s o c i a l  
p o l i c i e s ,  But  t h e r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  w h e t h e r  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  
West,  which  i s  becoming a l m o s t  t h e  k i s s  o f  d e a t h  f o r  a n y  Arab  pub- 
l i c  f i g u r e ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  enough t o  undermine  a government  which  i s  
moving s t e a d i l y  i n t o  t h e  FLN-Abdel N a s s e r  s q u e e z e  p l a y  which  I 
d e s c r i b e d  l a s t  f a l l ,  The economic r e l i e f  t h a t  m i g h t  once  have  
r emed ied  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  T u n i s i a  and  g i v e n  i t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  a 
u n i q u e  p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  Arab  w o r l d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o r t h c o m i n g .  Some 
o f  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  can  b e  l a i d  t o  t h i s  
economic s t a g n a t i o n ,  b u t  on t h e  whole  i t  i s  a s e c o n d a r y  f a c t o r .  
It i s  h i s  p r o - o c c i d e n t a l  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  which  i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  
t h e  s t a i n  on h i s  r e c o r d  as f a r  a s  most  N o r t h  A f r i c a n s  a r e  con -  
c e r n e d ,  and ,  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  c a n n o t  be  t o o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p rob l ems  o f  t h e  Arab  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  p o l i t i c a l  
p rob l ems  a n d  n o t  economic o r  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  

The re  a r e  now i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Midd le  E a s t e r n  p o l i c y  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  b e l a t e d l y  coming a r o u n d  t o  a r r a n g i n g  a 
modus v i v e n d i  w i t h  Arab n a t i o n a l i s m  as r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  Abde l  N a s s e r .  
T h i s  may n o t  b e  s o  e a s i l y  done as l o n g  as  t h e  p rob l em o f  I s r a e l  
r e m a i n s  i n  Arab e y e s  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  
t h a t  a new a p p r o a c h  i s  needed .  S o o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  and  p r o b a b l y  much 
s o o n e r  t h a n  anyone t h i n k s ,  t h e  same k i n d  of p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s ,  
r e q u i r i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  a n e u t r a l i s t  Nor th  A f r i c a ,  w i l l  h ave  
t o  be made h e r e .  They w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  as l o n g  as t h e  A l g e r i a n  
q u e s t i o n  i s  u n s e t t l e d ,  and  i f  i t  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  go on u n s e t t l e d  i t  
may b r i n g  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  end wor se  t h a n  o b j e c t i v e  n e u t r a l i s m .  
A l r e a d y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  American b a s e s  i n  Morocco h a s  been v i t i a t e d  
b y  u s e l e s s l y  p r o t r a c t e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and  i n e p t  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  where  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f r i e n d s  o f  America  i n  t h e  Moroccan 
government  u r g e  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t o  w i t h d r a w  as t h e  
o n l y  means o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  b a s e s  even  t e m p o r a r i l y .  It  i s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  no Moroccan government  c o u l d  nou n e g o t i a t e  a b a s e  a g r e e m e n t  
a n d  r ema in  i n  power, and  i t  i s  l i k e l y  -- c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
UMT b o y c o t t s  o f  s n i p s  coming w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  b a s e s  -- t h a t  
if some a g r e e m e n t  i s  n o t  q u i c k l y  made f h e r e  w i l l  b e  u n p l e a s a n t  
i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  Amer icans  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

The s u c c e s s i o n  of b r o k e n  r e e d s  upon which  Wes t e rn ,  a n d  
more r e c e n t l y  American,  p o l i c y  h a s  l e a n e d  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t  h a s  
a b o u t  come t o  a n  end:  I b n  Saud,  N u r i  a s - S a i d ,  Chamoun, Husse in ,  
we re  a l l  a n  u n r e a l i s t i c  a t t e m p t  t o  make o u t  o f  Arab n a t i o n a l i s m  
s o m e t h i n g  which  would s e r v e  t h e  W e s t ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  Now w i t h  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Abde l  N a s s e r  as, w h e t h e r  we l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  t h e  
l e a d e r  who s t a n d s  f o r  w h a t  t h e  Arabs  t h e m s e l v e s  want ,  p e r h a p s  
a f t e r  t h e  w a s t e d  y e a r s  a b e t t e r  d a y  w i l l  dawn, 

There  s t i l l  seems t o  b e  a d e s i r e ,  however,  t o  p l a y  t h e  
game i n  Nor th  A f r i c a  -- t o  c o r d o n  o f f  t h e  a r e a ;  t o  " p r o t e c t "  i t  
f rom t h e  t a i n t e d  Arab  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t ;  t o  t a l k  ( a s ,  
f o r  example ,  t h e  N e w  York Times e d i t o r i a l s  s t i l l  d o )  i n  t e r m s  o f  
s h e e r  f a n t a s y  o f  a F ranco -Nor th  A f r i c a n  c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  l i k e l i -  
hood of which i s  a b o u t  as g r e a t  as t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  Holy  Roman 
Empire;  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  f o r c e s  h e r e ,  as  was o n c e  done i n  t h e  Midd le  



E a s t  s o  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  i n t o  "goodw a n d  H b a d m  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  and 
t o  p l a y  one  a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r .  

The re  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  p r o f o u n d  d i v i s i o n s  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  
b u t  a n y  a t t e ~ n p t  t o  e x p l o i t  them f r o m  t h e  o u t s i c l e  w i l l  o n l y  c a u s e  
t h e  b r e a c h  t o  h e a l  'and make a l l  p a r t i e s  p r e s e n t ;  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t .  
I f  American p o l i c y  i n  Nor th  A f r i c a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be  a  r e p l i c a  of  
t h e  c o l d - w a r ,  s t and -up -and -be -coun ted  v a r i e t y  t h a t  h a s  been  f o l -  
lowed  i n  t h e  Midd le  E a s t  up t o  now, t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  e x p e c t  
t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  end  h e r e  i n  t h e  same d i s m a l  f a i l u r e  as t h e r e .  




