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A L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  F. G a l l a g h e r  

R a b a t  
Sep t ember  1.5, 1958  

I n  t h e s e  p l e a s a n t l y  w a r m  d a y s  o f  
mid-September ,  known h e r e  a s  a r  r a b i l  a 1  
x k h a r ,  t h e  s e c o n d  s p r i n g ,  n e a r l y  700 ,000  
s t u d e n t s ,  aged  f i v e  t o  t w e n t y - f i v e ,  have  
been  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  e n t e r  o r  r e t u r n  t o  
some f o r m  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
Morocco, f r o m  t h e  k i n d e r g a r t e n  y e a r  of  t h e  
s t a t e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  t o  t h e  new Moroccan 
U n i v e r s i t y  a t  R a b a t ,  w i t h  i t s  g l eaming  
w h i t e  U n i v e r s i t y  C i t y  n e s t l i n g  be tween  
g r o v e s  of p i n e  and  e u c a l y p t u s  t r e e s .  

The f i g u r e  i s  o n l y  some t e n  p e r  
c e n t  g r e a t e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r ' s  a t t e n d a n c e ,  
b u t  t h e  o v e r - a l l  t o t a l  d o e s  n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  
r e f l e c t  t h e  s t r a i n  b e i n g  p u t  on e d u c a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  by t h e  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  number 
of  p u p i l s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  t h e  l o w e r  g r a d e s  
of t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  A b e t t e r  v i e w  of  
t h e  a l m o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  p r o g r e s s  i n  edu-  
c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  c a n  be had b y  n o t i n g  
t h a t  i n  1 9 5 3  t h e r e  were  190 ,000  Moroccan 
Muslims i n  educational e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  
The number h a s  t r i p l e d  i n  f i v e  y e a r s .  
Under  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  
t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of  e d u c a t i o n - - t h e  b u d g e t -  
a r y  b u r d e n s ,  t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  new 
s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  l a n g u a g e  i n s t r u c t i o n - -  
have  become a m a j o r  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  t o  a 
government  w h i c h  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  
of  t h i s  a p p a l l i n g l y  u n d e r - e d u c a t e d  c o u n t r y  
( t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  1 ,800 ,000  Moroccans  who 
a r e  of  s c h o o l  a g e  and  c o u l d  be u n d e r  
i n s t r u c t i o n )  w i l l  be d e c i d e d  by t h e  q u a l i t y  
a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of p u b l i c  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e .  
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I n  the  r a c e  f o r  modern l e a r n i n g ,  
u h i c h  h a s  become one of t h e  background i m -  
p e r a t i v e s  t o  most under-developed c o u n t r i e s  
i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  Morocco was l e f t  a t  t h e  
p o s t  f o r  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  know 
j u s t  how f a r  back i n  h i s t o r y  t o  go t o  a s s e s s  
t h e  blame, b u t  b o t h  F r e n c h  governmenta l  
p o l i c y  toward  e d u c a t i o n  of Moroccans d u r i n g  
t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  and Moroccan s o c i e t y  as a 
whole must s h a r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  C e r t a i n l y  
no a p o l o g i e s  can  be made f o r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  
s o f t - p e d a l i n g  of  e d u c a t i o n  by French  
a u t h o r i t i e s  f rom 1912 u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  World 
War 11; Moroccan n a t i o n a l i s t s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
r i g h t  when t h e y  complain abou t  t h e  nheavy 
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  occupat ion ."  But no one  can  
deny t h a t  s o - c a l l e d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  p r e - c o l o n i a l  
Morocco, a t  t h e  end  of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  was e n g u l f e d  i n  a d e c a d e n t  s t a g -  
n a t i o n  which e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  r o t e  
l e a r n i n g  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  dogma a t  a few 
r e l i g i o u s  c o l l e g e s  i n  Fez, d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  A r a b i c  grammar and r h e t o r i c  and  
t h e  remnants  o f  med ieva l  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  few 
s c i e n c e s ,  s u c h  as astronomy, which were 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of r e l i g i o n .  
These medersas  of  Fez  i n  1 9 0 0  were c o n s i d e r -  
a b l y  beh ind  t h e i r  own s t a n d a r d s  of 1300, and 
a l t h o u g h  F r e n c h  s p e c i a l i s t s  of t h e  b e a u x - a r t s  
r e s t o r e d  t h e i r  c rumbl ing  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
g l o r i e s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of a d m i r i n g  t o u r i s t s ,  
no wave of i n t e r n a l  r e fo rm came a l o n g  t o  
i n j e c t  l i f e  i n t o  t h e i r  s o u l s .  The msrds ,  
f o r  young c h i l d r e n ,  were f a r  f rom p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l s ;  i n  them o f t e n  i l l - e q u i p p e d  
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  f q z h ,  c a u s e d  the  
~ u r ' z n  t o  b e  r e a d  a l o u d  and  p a r t l y  memoriz;ed, 
w h i l e  sometimes t e a c h i n g  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  of  
c o u n t i n g .  T h i s  p r o g r e s s i v e  s c l e r o s i s  of i t s  
men ta l  f a c u l t i e s  had gone on f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  
c e n t u r i e s  i n  Morocco, apace  w i t h  i t s  r e t r e a t  
i n t o  h o s t i l e  i s o l a t i o n  and an i n t e r n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  a n a r c h y  which ended w i t h  t h e  
c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  s e t t i n g - u p  o f  
a  f o r e i g n  p r o t e c t o r a t e  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  
1912. 
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The r e l a t i o n  between e d u c a t i o n  and 
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  was n o t  f o r g o t t e n  b y  t h e  
most a l e r t  e l e m e n t s  among t h e  p r o t e c t o r s  and 
t h e  prot15gds. I t  was a p p a r e n t  t o  many pro-  
t e c t o r a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  a modern, l i b e r a l ,  



F r e n c h  e d u c a t i o n  would  be  t h e  r o o t  of new e v i l s ,  a n d  t h e y  d i d  
t h e i r  b e s t  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  i t .  A s  l a t e  as  1938 ,  more t h a n  a 
q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y  a f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  p r e s e n c e  f r a n q a i s e ,  
t h e  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  of s i x  m i l l i o n  Moroccans was h a l f  
t h a t  a l l o t t e d  t o  300 ,000  Europeans .  And, on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  f e n c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  m a n i f e s t o e s  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  f o r t i e s  d e c r i e d  t h e  l a c k  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
p l a c e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  i n  wha t  e d u c a t i o n  t h e r e  was, 
and t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  g a l l i c i z e  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  
F r e n c h  a s  t h e  s o l e  l a n g u a g e  of  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1 9 4 4  t h a t  t h e  new c u r r e n t s  s t i m u l a t e d  
b y  t h e  war  f o r c e d  a c h a n g e  upon t h e  s y s t e m  i n  Morocco. I n  t h a t  
y e a r  t h e  t h i r t y  h o u r s  of  w e e k l y  s c h o o l i n g  we re  d i v i d e d ,  f o r  t h e  
33 ,000  p u p i l s  i n  t h e  Muslim p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  i n t o  t w e n t y  h o u r s  
o f  F r e n c h  and  t e n  o f  A r a b i c .  Even t h i s  c o n c e s s i o n  was n o t  f u l l y  
c a r r i e d  o u t .  I n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  c o n s i d e r e d  l tBerbern  b y  a d m i n i s -  
t r a t i v e  f i a t ,  F r e n c h  r e m a i n e d  t h e  o n l y  l a n g u a g e  u sed .  A l s o  i n  
1944  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  Muslims were  a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
Eu ropean  s c h o o l s  (much s u p e ~ i o r ,  a n d  t o  wh ich  Moroccan Jews had 
l o n g  been  a d m i t t e d ) .  P r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  had  needed  t h e  a s s e n t  o f  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  t e n d e n -  
c i e s  and  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  s e e  i f  t h e i r  " a t t i t u d e  
was c o r r e c t . "  

A l t h o u g h  l i t t l e  c a n  be  s a i d  f o r  t h i s  t t pa r s imon ious  and  
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  s y s t e m "  a s  t h e  I s t i q l a l  c a l l e d  i t ,  t h e  f a u l t s  
were  n o t  e n t i r e l y  on t h e  F r e n c h  s i d e .  The re  was no overwhelming  
r u s h  o f  t h e  Moroccan masse s  t o  s c h o o l  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  i n  p a r t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  new s y s t e m  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  was k a f i r ,  impure  i n  
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s e n s e ,  and  l i k e l y  t o  wean t h e  c h i l d  away f rom t h e  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  of  Islam. Al so  t h e  i n e r t i a  of  p a s t  c e n t u r i e s  had  
n o t  y e t  g i v e n  way t o  t h e  new n a t i o n a l i s t  s p i r i t .  Very few n a t i v e  
t e a c h e r s  were  c o m p e t e n t  i n  A r a b i c ,  and  be tween  t h e  l a c k  o f  
i n s t r u c t o r s  and  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  p u p i l s ,  t h e  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  con-  
t i n u e d  w i t h  s l i g h t  p r o g r e s s .  Thus, a f t e r  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  p r o -  
t e c t o r a t e  had  p u t  o n l y  190 ,000  Muslims i n t o  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  
no more t h a n  2 ,000 i n t o  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  b a c c a -  
l a u r e a t e  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  
y e a r  of  c o l l e g e ) .  

F i g u r e s  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  v o i d  i r  Morocco 
u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  a r e  s h o c k i n g  i n  t h e i r  d e t r  ,. I n  a n  
u n s i g n e d  a i t i c l e  i n  P o l i t i q u e  ~ t r a n ~ e r e ,  1955 ,  No. 4, i t  w a s  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t :  "The t o t a l  number of t h o s e  m o r o c c a n  ~ u s l i m s 7  
who p a s s e d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  f r o m  c h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f - t h e  
p r o t e c t o r a t e  i s  530,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  of O c t o b e r ,  1954 ,  i n c l u d e d .  
 h here were  625  Moroccan Jews and 7,353 F r e n c h  o f  Morocco.)  
Q u a l i t a t i v e l y  t h e  F r e n c h  r e p r e s e n t  95% o f  t h e  h i g h e r  e c h e l o n  
p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s  t e s t i f y :  875 
F r e n c h  d o c t o r s  and  36 Moroccans  ( 1 9  Muslims and  1 7  ~ e w s ) ;  1 8 0  
F r e n c h  d e n t i s t s  and  5 Moroccans ( 2  Muslims and  3 J e w s ) ;  350 
F r e n c h  l a w y e r s  and  4 8  Moroccans (27 Muslims a n d  21 J ews ) .  . .Among 



5 ,500  h i g h e r  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  o f  t h e  n e o - S h e r i f i a n  F o e . ,  modern 
c e n t r a l 7  - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  t h e r e  a r e  165 Moroccans .  

And i n  1954 ,  t h e  l a s t  f u l l  y e a r  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  p r o -  
t e c t o r a t e  sy s t em,  t h e r e  was n o t  much improvement :  5 7 5  F r e n c h  
were  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of  t h e  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  as a g a i n s t  
1 1 2  Moroccans  ( 5 5  Muslims a n d  5 7  J ews ) .  P e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i s  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of  J e w i s h  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  No th ing  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  away f r o m  
t h e  a d m i r a b l e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  A l l i a n c e  I s r a e l i t e ,  which  had  
f u n c t i o n e d  i n  some c i t i e s  of Morocco s i n c e  t h e  1 8 6 0 t s ,  b u t  t h e  
s y s t e m a t i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  a g a i n s t  Muslims 
and  i n  f a v o r  o f  Jews c a n n o t  be  d e n i e d .  

Then, e a r l y  i n  1956 ,  c a n e  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  And t h a t  
changed  t h e  who le  p rob l em by g i v i n g  a new, p a t r i o t i c  r e a s o n  f o r  
g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  c h i l d r e n  b u t  f o r  a d u l t  men a n d  
women who were  swep t  up i n  t h e  r u s h  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s e s  
i n  l i t e r a c y  and  t h e  n i g h t  s c h o o l s  wh ich  gave  a b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n  
combin ing  t h e  abc  s w i t h  l e c t u r e s  on  h y g i e n e ,  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  
c i v i c s  and m o r a l i t y ,  F o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  y e a r  t h e  f l a m e  b u r n t  
b r i g h t  b u t  i t  was f i n a l l y  dampened b y  t h e  i m p r o v i s e d  q u a l i t y  o f  
t h e  p rogram,  by  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of f i n d i n g  enough  v o l u n t e e r  
t e a c h e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  and  by t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  
many n e o p h y t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no m i r a c u l o u s  s h o r t c u t s  i n  a d u l t  
e d u c a t i o n .  And f i n a l l y  t h e  government ,  f a c e d  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s  and  i n s u f f i c i e n t  human r e s o u r c e s ,  gave  t h e  
d e a t h  blow t o  t h e  p rog ram by d e c i d i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  o l d e r  
g e n e r a t i o n  and c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  y o u t h  of t h e  n a t i o n ,  

Number o f  S t u d e n t s  E n r o l l e d  i n  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l s  
as of  November 1 0  o f  y e a r  i n d i c a t e d  

Moroccan 
Muslim 180 ,719  307 ,631  481 ,000  
J e w i s h  31,023 29,310 3 0 , 8 6 1  

European  59 ,458  64,126 49 ,000  

To meet t h e s e  new c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  Moroccan government ,  
h a r d  p r e s s e d  f o r  f u n d s  i n  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r  and  c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e d u c e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n  most  f i e l d s ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t  b y  
t h r e e  b i l l i o n  f r a n c s - - 2 0  p e r  c e n t  more t h a n  was a l l o t t e d  i n  t h e  
1 9 5 6  b u d g e t .  But t h i s  f a r  f rom c o v e r e d  t h e  urgent n e e d s  and i t  



was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s o l i c i t  v o l u n t a r y  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  1 

The r e s p o n s e  was g r e a t .  C o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t s ,  pushed  
b y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  b u i l t  many s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  
and  among t h e  t r i b e s  p r i m i t i v e  b u i l d i n g s  made w i t h  w a l l s  of  
adobe  c l a y  s u f f i c e d  ( a  few rooms a r o u n d  a c e n t r a l  c o u r t y a r d ,  a 
b l a c k b o a r d  a n d  a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  King t o  i n s p i r e ) .  Between t h e  
end  of  1 9 5 5  and  May 1957  more t h a n  1 , 5 0 0  new c l a s s e s  were  begun 
and  a n o t h e r  1 , 0 0 0  were  made r e a d y  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  i n  
t h e  f a l l  o f  1957 .  The h u n g e r  of Moroccans  t o  l e a r n  was t h e  most  
s t r i k i n g  phenomenon. I t  was a  c o m p l e t e  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e i r  i n -  
d i f f e r e n c e  t o w a r d  t h e  s p e c i a l  "added  a t t r a c t i o n s R  ( d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and  g i f t s  o f  s u g a r  and  t e a  
t o  t h e  p a r e n t s )  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s t i m u l a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o -  
t e c t o r a t e  s c h o o l s .  

Muhammad V was c e r t a i n l y  an  i n s t r u m e n t a l  f a c t o r  i n  
s u p p o r t i n g  and s h a p i n g  t h i s  r a g e  t o  l e a r n .  Going a b o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  w r i t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  a l i f  on r u r a l  b l a c k b o a r d s  r i g h t  a f t e r  - 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  he  emphas i zed  eve rywhere  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s c h o o l i n g  and  
l i t e r a c y .  And, p a r t l y  owing t o  t h e  example  of  h i s  own emanci-  
p a t e d  d a u g h t e r s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers of  young 
g i r l s  we re  s e n t  t o  s c h o o l  by f a m i l i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h i g h e r  
b o u r g e o i s i e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  

When s c h o o l s  opened  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1957  w i t h  150 ,000  
new p u p i l s  i n  them--compared t o  an a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  i n c r e a s e  of 
a b o u t  25,000 u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e - - a  c e r t a i n  f e e l i n g  o f  s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n  was f e l t .  The number o f  c h i l d r e n  r e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  a g e  
e a c h  y e a r  i n  Morocco i s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  of  150 ,000;  i f  o n l y  
t h e  p a c e  c o u l d  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  t h i s  r a t e ,  t h e  g o a l  o f  p u t t i n g  
e v e r y  c h i l d  i n t o  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  c o u l d  b e  
a t t a i n e d .  But a s  r e p o r t s  d r i f t e d  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  months  o f  
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  had  been  
o v e r s t r a i n e d  t o  t h e  b r e a k i n g  p o i n t ,  I t  had come up a g a i n s t  
f o r m i d a b l e  p rob l ems  of  ove rc rowd ing ,  w i t h  a s  many a s  1 1 0  c h i l d r e n  
i n  some classes, d i f i c u l t i e s  o f  a r a b i z a t i o n  of t e a c h i n g  
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e  l a c k  of i n s t r u c t o r s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  t e a c h  i n  
A r a b i c .  A l l  of  t h e s e  h e l p e d  t o  undermine  s e r i o u s l y  t h e  q u a l i t y  
of  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  and  l e d  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  b e g i n  
r e - e x a m i n i n g  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  of  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Morocco. 

The b u d g e t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  was i n  1 9 5 5  F r s .  11,700,000,000 
($33 ,400 ,000) ;  i n  1 9 5 6  F r s .  15 ,700 ,000 ,000  ($44,800,000) ;  and i n  
1957  F r s .  18 ,700 ,000 ,000  ($53,400,000)  o u t  of  a t o t a l  b u d g e t  of  
some F r s ,  110 ,000 ,000 ,000  ($314 ,000 ,000) .  Expenses  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  
amounted t h u s  t o  a b o u t  1 7 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  b u d g e t  e x p e n s e s .  



A r a b i z a t i o n  of t h e  modern, t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  
Moroccan c u l t u r e  had  l o n g  been a  f o r e m o s t  demand o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e .  ( I n  1944  t h e  I s t i q l a l  
wanted  25 h o u r s  of A r a b i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  and  5 h o u r s  of F r e n c h . )  
But t h e y  f i n a l l y  have come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t ,  l i k e  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  
A l g e r i a ,  and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  T u n i s i a ,  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  a 
d u a l  s o c i e t y  and  a  d u a l  economy, h a s  a s p l i t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p e r s o n a l i t y  wh ich  does  n o t  p e r m i t  f a c i l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  i t s  
p r o b l e m s ,  A l though  many Moroccans  w i l l  deny i t ,  i t  i s  a l m o s t  
s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e - - i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
one v e h i c l e  o f  s p o k e n  and  w r i t t e n  communica t ion  u n d e r s t o o d  by 
p e o p l e  on a l l  l e v e l s  and i n  a l l  a r e a s .  S e v e r a l  l a n g u a g e s  v i e  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r - - t h e  modern A r a b i c  on t h e  r a d i o ,  i n  newspape r s  
and government  documents ;  t h e  Moroccan d i a l e c t ;  F r e n c h  as a 
t e c h n i c a l  a n d  commerc i a l  l a n g u a g e  and a s  t h e  t ongue  i n  which  
most  of  t h e  Moroccan e l i t e  a r e  a t  home; and B e r b e r  ( a  k i n d  o f  
l o c a l  p a t o i s ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  G a e l i c  i n  I r e l a n d ) ,  spoken  b u t  n o t  
w r i t t e n  b y  f r o m  30-405 of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  There  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  
b u t  t h a t  Morocco w i l l  f i n a l l y  a c c e p t  a modern t t i n t e r n a t i o n a l "  
k i n d  o f  A r a b i c ,  a l r e a d y  u s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Middle  E a s t ,  b u t  i t  
w i l l  t a k e  t i m e .  And t o  t h e  new government ,  i n t e n t  on fo rming  a 
t r u l y  "Arabw c o u n t r y ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e  was a  p o i n t  on which  t h e y  c o u l d  make no con -  
c e s s i o n s ,  a l l  t h e  more b e c a u s e  of t h e  p r e c a r i . o u s  p o s i t i o n  wh ich  
good A r a b i c  h e l d  i n  Morocco. The re  were  soon  s e r i o u s  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s .  

The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was w h e t h e r  Moroccan A r a b i c  was t h e  
n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e .  I t  i s  t h e  one of a l l  t h e  d i a l e c t s  of A r a b i c  
most  r emo te  f r o m  c l a s s i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  A r a b i c  
o f  t h e  L e v a n t  a s  P o r t u g u e s e  i s  f rom I t a l i a n .  Middle  E a s t e r n e r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  who have  n e v e r  h e a r d  Moroccan A r a b i c  spoken ,  
c o n t e s t  t h i s ,  b u t  I have s e e n  f a r  t o o  many o f  them c o m p l e t e l y  
b a f f l e d  by  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Moroccan d i a l e c t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e i r  
g l i b  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  " A r a b i c  i s  one l a n g u a g e . "  If m u t u a l  i n t e l l i -  
g i b i l i t y  i s  t h e  t e s t ,  A r a b i c  i s  n o t  *one l a n g u a g e . "  

Thus t h e  A r a b i c  u s e d  a s  a  l a n g u a g e  of i n s t r u c t i o n  and 
w r i t t e n  i n  t e x t b o o k s  i s  n o t  t h e  t o n g u e  h e a r d  b y  t h e  c h i l d  a t  
home o r  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  The F r e n c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e ,  had  
e n c o u r a g e d  some t e a c h i n g  w i t h  t e x t b o o k s  u s i n g  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  N o r t h  A f r i c a  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Arab 
wor ld .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  were  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l ;  t h e  l a c k  o f  t e r n i i -  
n o l o g y  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  h i n d e r e d  t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  were ,  i n  any  
c a s e ,  t a r r e d  w i t h  t h e  b r u s h  of  c o l o n i a l i s m .  F o r  Moroccans ,  who 
have  a  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  p r o p e r  A r a b i c  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e i r  i g n o -  
r a n c e  of i t ,  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  r e a l  t h i n g  would do. ( ~ o r o c c a n s  
a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n l y  A r a b i c - s p e a k i n g  p e o p l e  who do n o t  t e l l  one  
t h a t  t h e  A r a b i c  u s e d  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  i s  t h e  b e s t  A r a b i c . )  

I t  was n o t  s i m p l y  a  m a t t e r  of t h e  p u p i l s '  u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g .  I t  was a l s o  a  q u e s t i o n  of  f i n d i n g  enough t e a c h e r s  who 
were  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d .  Even i n  p r o -  



t e c t o r a t e  t i m e s ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  F r e n c h  t e a c h e r s  who were  A r a b i c  
s c h o l a r s  had  t o  b e  r e c r u i t e d  t o  t e a c h  i n  A r a b i c ,  a n d  many o f  
t h e s e  were  now l e a v i n g .  

Haphazard  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  l o c a l  Moroccans began  on a  
l a r g e  s c a l e  i n  1956 ,  and  p o o r  r e s u l t s  we re  i n e v i t a b l e ,  The new 
m o n i t o r  ( m u n ~ ~ i r )  was n o t  g r a c e d  v i t n  t h e  t i t l e  of  s c h o o l t e a c h e r  
( m u d e r r i s ) ,  was u s u a l l y  m e d i o c r e  i n  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  and  n o t  
c a p a b l e  o f  much more t h a n  e l e m e n t a r y  a r i t h m e t i c .  One r e c e n t  
c r i t i q u e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  newspaper  A 1  IAlarn compla ined  o f  
one m o n i t o r  who c o u l d  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tween  24,000 and  
24,000,000,  when a s k e d  b y  a s t u d e n t .  J o k e s  a b o u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
t h e  m o n i t o r s  a r e  l e g i o n ,  But i t  s h o u l d  be  remembered t h a t  t h e y  
were  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h o s e  who had  f i n i s h e d  t h e  t h i r d  y e a r  of 
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  i . e . ,  t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e  o f  a n  American s c h o o l ,  
a f t e r  wh ich  t h e y  we re  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  g i v e n  n i n e  months1  a d d i t i o n a l  
p e d a g o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  o f t e n  b e i n g  t a u g h t  by  i n s t r u c t o r s  whose own 
f o u n d a t i o n s  we re  none t o o  s e c u r e ,  I n  p r a c t i c e  t h e  new r e c r u i t s  
had  o n l y  f i v e  mon ths1  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g ,  s o  t h a t  b y  
d o u b l i n g  up s i x  hundred  of them c o u l d  be  t u r n e d  o u t  p e r  y e a r  
i n s t e a d  o f  t h r e e  hund red .  

T h i s  much c a n  b e  s a i d  f o r  t h e  m o n i t o r ,  however:  
d e s p i t e  t h e  d e f i c i e n c i e s  o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  background ,  he h a s  
a  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sy s t em,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  back  c o u n t r y  
( a n d  he  i s  u s u a l l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  t e a c h  i n  h i s  own p r o v i n c e ) ,  
The re  h i s  knowledge o f  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  c u s t o m s ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  d a i l y  l i v e s  o f  h i s  p u p i l s  and  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
them, make him u n i q u e l y  u s e f u l  i n  a s o c i e t y  which  i s  t r y i n g  t o  
become a homogeneous n a t i o n  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  i t  e d u c a t e s  
i t s e l f ,  

The d a n g e r  r ema ins ,  though ,  t h a t  t o o  many i n s t r u c t o r s  
o f  t h i s  k i n d  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  b r i n g  down t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  e n t i r e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  f ramework a n d  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e i r  own weaknes se s  among 
t h e  younge r  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  hands .  

The M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  came t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  a t  
t h e  end of t h e  1957-58 s c h o o l  y e a r ,  a f t e r  i t  saw t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e  y e a r ' s  f i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  F o r  example ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
s t u d e n t s  who p a s s e d  t h e  C,E.P. ( t h e  C e r t i f i c a t  d I E t u d e s  P r i m a i r e s ) ,  
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  a t  t h e  end  o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  s t u d i e s ,  was: 

and  t h i s ,  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  one  M i n i s t r y  
o f f i c i a l ,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  made as e a s y  
a s  p o s s i b l e ,  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  1952  C,E.P. o n l y  a b o u t  20% of t h i s  y e a r ' s  c r o p  
would have  p a s s e d ,  



The growing  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  had  a l r e a d y  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
s h i f t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r s  when t h e  c a b i n e t  was r e s h u f f l e d  i n  
May t h i s  y e a r .  Mohammed A 1  F a s s i ,  incumbent  i n  t h e  p o s t  s i n c e  
t h e  f i r s t  government  was e s t a b l i s h e d  l a t e  i n  195'5, had b e e n  
w i d e l y  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  o v e r t r a d i t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  a n d  h i s  
i n s i s t e n c e  on r a p i d  a r a b i z a t i o n .  He was r e p l a c e d  by H a j j  O m a r  
A b d e j e l i l ,  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  many o b s e r v e r s  t o  be one  of t h e  mos t  
o u t s t a n d i n g  a n d  f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g  f i g u r e s  i n  Moroccan p u b l i c  l i f e .  

The a c c e s s i o n  of t h e  new m i n i s t e r  g a l v a n i z e d  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  and  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  
1957-58 s e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  summer, A b d e j e l i l  t o o k  a b o l d  i n i t i -  
a t i v e  t h i s  month. J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  i n  O c t o b e r ,  
he announced  a s e r i e s  of r e f o r m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p u t  q u a l i t y  c l e a r l y  
b e f o r e  q u a n t i t y .  The main p o i n t s  of h i s  p rogram were :  

1 )  A r e t u r n  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  F r e n c h  a s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  
o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s  and  t h e  s c i e n c e s .  

2 )  An i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of y e a r s  o f  p r i m a r y  
s c h o o l  f r o m  f i v e  t o  s i x ,  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  b e i n g  a p r e -  
p a r a t o r y  c l a s s  t a u g h t  e n t i r e l y  i n  A r a b i c .  From t h e  
f i r s t  r e g u l a r  year of  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  F r e n c h  i s  r e s t o r e d  
t o  15  h o u r s  p e r  week, and A r a b i c ,  i n  which h i s t o r y ,  
g e o g r a p h y  and  s o c i a l  s u b j e c t s  a r e  t a u g h t ,  i s  a l s o  
a l l o t t e d  f i f t e e n  h o u r s  a  week. 

3 )  A l i m i t a t i o n  of  a d m i t t a n c e  f o r  new s t u d e n t s .  
On ly  60,000 ( i n s t e a d  of l a s t  y e a r ' s  1 5 0 , 0 0 0 )  w i l l  be 
t a k e n  i n - - t h e  number t h a t  c a n  be h a n d l e d  a d e q u a t e l y  
by  t h e  t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  w i t h  i t s  p r o j e c t e d  e n l a r g e m e n t s .  
C l a s s e s  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  5 0  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  no s t u d e n t s  
now e n r o l l e d  w i l l  be  t u r n e d  o u t .  I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how 
t h i s  w i l l  b e  done,  and  rumors  s p r e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c o u n t r y  i n  p a s t  weeks t h a t  s t u d e n t s  who had  no p l a c e  t o  
s i t  ( i n c r e d i b l y ,  some s t u d e n t s  s t o o d  all y e a r  f o r  t h e i r  
c l a s s e s )  would b e  r e f u s e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  had  t o  be d e n i e d  
b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y .  I t  h a s  a l s o  been  p r o m i s e d  t h a t  as 
soon  a s  a  new b a t c h  of m o n i t o r s  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  more 
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be  a d m i t t e d  on a c o n t i n u i n g  b a s i s  a f t e r  
t h e  t e r m  b e g i n s .  

4) A f u r t h e r  a c c e l e r a t e d  p rog ram t o  f o r m  t e a c h e r s :  
2 ,000 a d d i t i c n a l  a r e  t o  b e  t u r n e d  o u t  t h i s  y e a r ,  b u t  on 
a  more i n t e n s i v e  and  t h o r o u g h  b a s i s ;  a l s o  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
c o n t i n u e d  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  s c h o o l  h o u r s  f o r  a  good number 
o f  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s .  

5 )  A r e q u e s t  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  F r e n c h  
M i n i s t r y  o f  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
m a t e r i a l s .  

I t  c a n  be i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  p rogram was n o t  an e a s y  
one  t o  g e t  a c c e p t e d .  The M i n i s t e r ,  b y  p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u i n g ,  had 



t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  R o y a l  Commission on E d u c a t i o n ,  wh ich  h a s  i t s  
s h a r e  of  t r a d i t i o n - b o u n d  members who b e l i e v e  i n  a r a b i z a t i o n  a s  
a l m o s t  a  d i v i n e  n e c e s s i t y ,  The r e f o r m s  a l s o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  which  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  were  
r e l u c t a n t  t o  deny,  and  impose  new h a r d s h i p s  on p u p i l s  and  
i n s t r u c t o r s .  W i t h  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  t o  s i x  
y e a r s ,  a l l  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  and  s e c o n d  y e a r ,  h a v i n g  l e a r n e d  
l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  i n  A r a b i c  l a s t  y e a r ,  w i l l  h ave  
t o  r e p e a t  t h e  y e a r ,  t h i s  t ime  d o i n g  t h e i r  deux  e t  deer f o n t  q u a t r e  ---- 
i n  F rench .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  a rgumen t  t h a t  i t  was " b e t t e r  t o  
s a c r i f i c e  one y e a r  t h a n  t o  l e t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  go on 
i n  i g n o r a n c e n  f i n a l l y  won t h e  day.  

The p rob l em of  weeding  o u t  i n e f f i c i e n t  t e a c h e r s  i s  a 
d e l i c a t e  one .  The re  w i l l  be a  s u r p l u s  o f  A r a b i c - l a n g u a g e  
t e a c h e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s  and  s c i e n c e .   h he word 
" s c i e n c e " ,  u s e d  by t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  r e f e r s  t o  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  
e l e m e n t a r y  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e  c o u r s e s  i n  America ,  i . e . , n a t u r e  s t u d y ,  
c o l l e c t i n g ,  a n d  a g e n e r a l  g e t t i n g  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
w o r l d . )  A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s w i t c h - o v e r  t o  F r e n c h  a b o u t  2 ,000 
t e a c h e r s  w i l l  be o u t  o f  j o b s  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s .  Of t h e s e  
t h e  b e s t  400  w i l l  be u s e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  as  i n s t r u c t o r s  
o f  A r a b i c .  The o t h e r  1 , 6 0 0  w i l l  be g i v e n  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  e a r l y  
i n  O c t o b e r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  A r a b i c  and  a n v e r i -  
f i c a t i o n N  i n  m a t h e m a t i c s .  The w o r s t  o f  t h e  l o t  w i l l  b e  q u i t e  
b r u t a l l y  f i r e d .  The re  a r e  p l a n s  t o  work t h e  r e s t  i n t o  t h e  new 
k i n d e r g a r t e n  y e a r  i n  wh ich  t h e i r  s o c i a l  t a l e n t s  w i l l  be more 
n e c e s s a r y  t h a n  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  

Morocco h a s  t h u s  o p t e d  f o r  b i l i n g u a l i s m  f r o m  t h e  be -  
g i n n i n g  of  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem--someth ing  t h a t  w i l l  be  o f  
f a r - r e a c h i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  as a whole .  I t  h a s  
t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  i n s u r e  a  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  b y  l i m i t -  
i n g  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  who can  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  a n d  u p p i n g  t h e  
number a n d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s .  These  moves s h o u l d  
p o i n t  t h e  way t o  a r e a l l y  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sy s t em,  i n  p l a c e  
o f  t h e  i n c o h e r e n c e  wh ich  h a s  p r e v a i l e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  Moroccan e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  would 
b e  i n c o m p l e t e  i f  no n o t e  were  t a k e n  o f  a u n i q u e  fo rm o f  c u l t u r a l  
c o o p e r a t i o n  which  p r o v i d e s  m a s s i v e  o u t s i d e  h e l p  t o  e d u c a t i o n  
h e r e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  p a r a l l e l ,  b u t  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  wh ich  o p e r a t e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  
( a s i n  T u n i s i a ) ,  t h e  M i s s i o n  C u l t u r e l l e  F r a n y a i s e .  

The M i s s i o n  C u l t u r e l l e  F r a n f a i s e  was o r i g i n a l l y  
c r e a t e d  t o  s e r v e  two p u r p o s e s .  The most i m p o r t a n t  was t o  r e s p o n d  
t o  t h e  u n u s u a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  n e a r l y  400,000 Europeans  o f  Morocco 
( o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  F r e n c h )  who f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  would no 
l o n g e r  have  t h e  k i n d  of  e d u c a t i o n  t h e y  had  been  r e c e i v i n g  u n d e r  
t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e - - a  c o m p l e t e l y  F r e n c h  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a c c r e d i t -  
a t i o n  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  h i g h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of l e a r n i n g  i n  F r a n c e .  
I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as p a r t  of  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  s i g n e d  



be tween  F r a n c e  and  Morocco i n  O c t o b e r ,  1957.   h he f i r s t  s c h o o l  
y e a r  f o l l o w i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  had  c o n v i n c e d  many European  r e s i d e n t s  
h e r e  t h a t  t h e i r  f e a r s  a b o u t  t h e  t h o r o u g h n e s s  of  t h e  new Moroccan 
s y s t e m  were  we l l - founded . )  Under t h e  t e r m s  of  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  
t h e  M i s s i o n  C u l t u r e l l e  had  t h e  r i g h t  t o  open s c h o o l s  o f  i t s  own, 
and  i t  l e a s e d  f o u r  l y c B e s  and  two c o l l e g e s  on t h e  s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l  
and  a  number o f  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s ,  These  were  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  t h e  Eu ropeans ,  b u t  t h e y  were  open w i t h o u t  s e g r e g a t i o n  t o  a l l  
s t u d e n t s .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  by means o f  r e q u i r i n g  a p e r s o n a l  i n t e r -  
v i ew  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t ' s  home, a k i n d  of s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l i t e  c a n  be  
p r a c t i c e d .  

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n  do s e r v e  i n  p a r t  a s  
e l i t e  s c h o o l s .  A 1 1  c o u r s e s  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  i n  F r e n c h  ( e x c e p t  
f o r  e m p h a s i s  on A r a b i c  a s  a  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e )  a n d  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  M i s s i o n  s c h o o l s  i s  much 
h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  most  s t a t e  s c h o o l s .  ( 1n  commenting on s c h o o l i n g  
u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e ,  i t  s h o u l d  be men t ioned  t h a t  i t  was o n l y  
p o l i t i c a l  e x p e d i e n c y  which d i c t a t e d  t h e  p o l i c y  of  l i m i t e d  edu-  
c a t i o n  f o r  Moroccans .  Whenever t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  was p r e s s u r e d  
i n t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  u s u a l  t o p - g r a d e  F r e n c h  i n s t r u c t i o n  
was p r o v i d e d ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  a s  e x c e l l e n t  and  a s  e x a c t i n g  as a n y  i n  
t h e  w o r l d . )  A c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  t e n d e n c y  e x i s t s  among many u p p e r -  
c l a s s  Moroccan f a m i l i e s  t o  s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  M i s s i o n  
s c h o o l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t a k e  a  c h a n c e  on t h e  l o c a l  s t a t e  s c h o o l  
which  may be good, i n d i f f e r e n t  o r  a p p a l l i n g l y  bad .  2 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  M i s s i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  F r e n c h  t e a c h i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Morocco, e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o f  i t s  own 
t e a c h e r s  o r  t h r o u g h  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of E d u c a t i o n  f o r  
t h o s e  F r e n c h  who have  s i g n e d  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  Moroccan Govern- 
ment.  M i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l  t o t a l  n e a r l y  1 ,600 ,  and t h e  M i n i s t r y  
employs  3 ,247 F r e n c h  t e a c h e r s  i n  Moroccan p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  
8 5 2  i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y .  About 500  more F r e n c h  t e a c h e r s  a r e  
a r r i v i n g  i n  Morocco a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  month t o  t r y  t o  f i l l  t h e  
p r e s s i n g  t e a c h i n g  gap .  A l l  i n  a l l  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  o v e r  6 ,000  
F r e n c h  t e a c h e r s  h e r e  f o r  t h e  1 9 5 8 - 5 9  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  o u t  of  a  t o t a l  
of  12 ,000 .  By t h i s  f i g u r e  one c a n  s e e  t h e  size o f  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  
F r a n c e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a y  c u l t u r a l l y  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  f o r  some 
t i m e  t o  come. 

S i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h e  domain o f  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  been  
t h e  h o s t  f r u i t f u l  f i e l d  of Franco-Moroccan c o o p e r a t i o n .  O f t e n  
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  t r o u b l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  
t h e  F r e n c h  would c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e i r  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  They were  s i n c e r e l y  h u r t  b y  what  t h e y  con-  
s i d e r e d  t h e  Arab r e f u s a l  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  e n l i g h t e n -  
ment o f  F r e n c h  c u l t u r e .  But t o  mos t  Nor th  A f r i c a n s  t h e  F r e n c h  

2 O f  t h e  50,000 s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  M i s s i o n  s c h o o l s  t h i s  y e a r  
( e s t i m a t e d )  30,000 w i l l  be Eu ropeans  and 20,000 Moroccans .  



p r e s e n c e  was s y m b o l i z e d  by  t h e  s o l d i e r  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r .  
Now t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  a r e  e v a c u a t i n g  Morocco by s t a g e s  t h a t  image 
may change .  L a s t  y e a r  when v i s i t i n g  t h e  o a s i s  o f  R i s s a n i  i n  t h e  
a r i d  f a r  s o u t h  o f  Morocco, t h e  King u r g e d  a c l a s s r o o m  of  p u p i l s  
t o  " n o t  o n l y  r e s p e c t  b u t  l o v e  t h e i r  F r e n c h   schoolmistress.^ 
I n c o n g r u o u s  a s  i t  may somet imes  seem t o  h e a r  M o l i 8 r e  and  V i c t o r  
Hugo b e i n g  r e a d  a l o u d  i n  a  t awdry ,  d a t e - p a l m  g r o v e  on t h e  edge  
o f  t h e  S a h a r a ,  i t  i s  t h e  s i g n  of a  p r e s e n c e  f r a n 5 a i s e  of which  
t h e  F r e n c h  c a n  b e  j u s t i f i a b l y  p roud .  




