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A L e t t e r  f r o m  C h a r l e s  F a  G a l l a g h e r  

T a n g i e r  
July 1, 1?57 

The f o r e i g n  o b s e r v e r  r e t u r n i n g  
t o  Morocco a f t e r  n e a r l y  a  y e a r ' s  a b s e n c e  
f i r s t  becomes aware  o f  t h e  s h a p e  of  changes  
t o  come w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  b o a t  which 
w i l l  c a r r y  him f rom G i b r a l t a r  a c r o s s  t h e  
nar row,  choppy  S t r a i t s  t o  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  
A f r i c a .  I n  t h e  q u a y s i d e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  
s t e a m s h i p  l i n e  t h a t  p l i e s  between G i b r a l -  
t a r  and  T a n g i e r  t h e r e  s i t s  a  p l e a s a n t l y  
i n f o r m a l  Moroccan o f f i c i a l ,  e a r n e s t l y  
l e a f i n g  t h r o u g h  p a s s p o r t s  and s t a n p i n g  
e n t r y - c o n t r o l  f o r m s ,  Cn t h e  w a l l  b e s i d e  
him i s  p o s t e d  a  n o t i c e ,  a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g o v e r n o r  of  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  T a n g i e r ,  
which  r e a d s :  

" F o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  a r e  
u r g e d  t o  come t o  T a n g i e r ,  
t h e  ga t eway  t o  Morocco, and  
w h i l e  e n j o y i n g  i t s  h o s p i t a l -  
i t y ,  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e i r  p a p e r s  
a t  l e i s u r e  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  No f o r m a l i t i e s  
a r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  v i s i t i n g  
T a n g i e r .  " 

T h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  i n v i t i n g  
f o r e i g n e r s  t o  come a s  f a r  as New York and  
go t h r o u g h  t h e  maze o f  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e d t a p e  
on t h e  s p o t ,  d u r i n g  o f f - h o u r s  be tween  b a s e -  
b a l l  games and  Broadway shows. The h o s t  
c o u n t r y  c a n ' t  l o s e :  i f  t h e  v i s a  i s  f i n a l l y  
r e f u s e d ,  t h e  v i s i t o r  h a s  s e e n  a t  l e a s t  one  
f a s c i n a t i n g  c i t y  and c o n t r i b u t e d  some th ing  
t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy, and i f  i t  i s  
g r a n t e d ,  t h e  w a i t  w i l l  h ave  seemed p a i n -  
lessly s h o r t .  I t  i s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  gambi t ,  
b a s e d  on t h e  sound  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  i f  you  
c a n  l u r e  t h e  t o u r i s t  an  i n c h  h e  w i l l  
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p r o b a b l y  c o n c e d e  a ,mi l e ,  a n d  i t  t e s t f i e s  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a -  
t i o n  a n d  T o u r i s m  knows w h a t  i t  i s  d o i n g ,  

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t ,  however ,  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  maze o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  way o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  v i s -  
i t o r ,  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  
F r e n c h  ( i n c l u d i n g  A n d o r r a n s  a n d  ~ o n e g a s q u e s )  
a r e  exempt  f r o m  t h e  v i s a  r e q n i r e m e n t s  i m -  
p o s e d  on o t h e r  n a t i o n a l s  w i s h i n g  t o  p r o c e e d  
t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  ( e x - P r e n c h ) z o n e  o f  Morocco,  
a n d  i t  s o o n  becomes  o b v i o u s  on a l l  s i d e s  
t h a t  t o u r i s m  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e  g o v e r n -  
ment  i s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  e n c o u r a g i n g .  

T A N G I E R  

P r o o f  o f  t h a t  comes o n l y  a  f ew 
h o u r s  l a t e r  when t h e  s h i p  s t e a m s  i n t o  
T a n g i e r ' s  a n p h i t h e a t r i c a l  b a y ,  I n  t h e  
p a s t ,  l a n d i n g  h e r e  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  some- 
t h i n g  o f  a n  o r d e a l ;  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  when no  d o c k s i d e  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e ,  p a s s e n g e r s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n  on 
l i g h t e r s  t o  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  a n d  t h e n  
c a r r i e d  t o  s h o r e  p i g g y - b a c k  by  p o r t e r s  
who o f t e n  d i d  n o t  s c r u p l e  t o  d o u b l e  t h e  
p r i c e  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  i n  an  
u n e n v i a b l e  b a r g a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n .  L a t e r  o n ,  
i n  p r o t e c t o r a t e  d a y s ,  t h e  h o r d e  of  s e l f  - 
n a n e d  g u i d e s ,  t o u t s ,  v e n d o r s ,  b e c g a r s ,  
a g e n t s  f o r  f o u r t h - c l a s s  h o t e l s ,  a n d  c o n f i -  
d e n c e  men -- common t o  n o s  t T I e d i t e r r a n e a r l  
p o r t s  b u t  a s p e c i a l  p l a g u e  i n  T a n g i e r  -- 
made t h e  f i r s t  h o u r  a  memorably  u n p l e a s a n t  
o n e ,  

B u t  some t h i n g  h a s  h a p p e n e d ,  Wuch 
o f  t h e  f l o t s a m  h a s  b l o v n  away a n d  t h c s e  who 
r e n a i n  a r e  r e x a r k a b l y  r e s t r a i n e d ,  T h e r e  i s  
a  d o c k w o r k e r s '  a n d  p o r t e r s '  u n i o n ,  p a r t  o f  
t h e  UMT ( ~ o r o c c a n  L a b o r  u n i o n )  w h i c h  s p e e d -  
ily a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  u n l o a d e d  my b a g g a z e  and  
p a s s e d  i t  t o  c u s t o m s ,  T h e r e  a 1 1  e i g h t e e n  
p i e c e s  w e r e  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d  g l a n c e ,  
s a v e  f o r  a  s l i g h t  h e s i t a t i o n  o n  a  t a p e  
r e c o r d e r ,  w h i c h  h a d  a c t u a l l y  b e e n  b o u g h t  
i n  Morocco,  W i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  l o a d e d  on  a 
t r u c k  a n d  p u t  i n t o  my w a i t i n g  c a r ,  now 
p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y i n g  new, A r a b i c - l a n g u a g e  
l i c e n s e  p l a t e s ,  I was  o f f  a n d  i n t o  Morocco 
i n  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  w i t h  no  d i " f i c u 1 t i e s .  

CHARLES F. GALLAGHER has  s ince  
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i n  North Africa. After completing h i s  
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He joined the AUFS in July 1956 as 
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nPlus  Fa change p l u s  c  t e s t  l a  mQme c h o s e n  i s ,  l i k e  many 
French p h i l o s o p h i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a  d e b a t a b l e  p r o p o s i t i o n ;  b u t  h e r e ,  
i n  t h e  s e n s e  of b e i n g  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t r u e  s e l f  i t  seems v a l i d .  
One i s  immedia te ly  s t r u c k  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Morocco i n  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r  h a s  become a  much more Muslim ( o r  Arab, i f  you u s e  t h e  word 
i n  a  c u l t u r a l  and n o t  a  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t )  c o u n t r y .  A l o c a l  d e c r e e  
o r d e r i n g  a l l  p u b l i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  t o  p o s t  an A r a b i c  e q u i v a l e n t  
t o  t h e i r  European-language s i g n s  s e t s  t h e  tone ,  and a t  n i g h t  new 
neon s i g n s  i n  A r a b i c  g l i t t e r  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  

The p o l i c e  a r e  becoming s u b s t a n t i a l l y  Moroccan f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime ,  and on e v e r y  s t r e e t  c o r n e r  t h e y  symbol i ze  t h e  new 
s o v e r e i g n t y  more m e a n i n g f u l l y  p e r h a p s  t h a n  any  o t h e r  p u b l i c  mani- 
f e s t a t i o n  of  i t ,  A t  t h e  beg inn ing  of  June ,  i n  Tang ie r  a l o n e ,  
1 6 0  European p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  who were d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  new 
c o n t r a c t s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Moroccan government were s u p e r s e d e d  by 
young Moroccans, Given t h e  d i s r e p u t e  i n  which t h e  p o l i c e  were 
g e n e r a l l y  h e l d  b e f o r e ,  and t h e  c l e a r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  them i n  
r e c e n t  months t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  o v e r  a p o p u l a t i o n  which c o n s i d e r e d  
them t h e  power le s s ,  v e s t i g i a l  remnants  of  a  d i s c a r d e d  regime,  t h e  
change i s  a l l  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r .  

But t h e  r e a l  change i s  more i n  t h e  s p i r i t  t h a n  i n  t h e  
s u b s t a n c e ,  A t housand  i m p r e s s i o n s  c o a l e s c e  i n t o  one: t h a t  i n e x -  
p l i c a b l e  e a s y g o i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  crowds, t h e  l a c k  of t e n s i o n  s o  
m a n i f e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  of t h e  " t r o u b l e s , "  and a  more n o t i c e a b l e  
p o l i t e n e s s  a l l  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  same end,  A walk  i n t o  t h e  d e e p e s t  
r e c e s s e s  of  t h e  medina, t h e  n a t i v e  town, p u t  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  i n t o  
r e l i e f ,  ~angier,most c o s m o p o l i t a n  of Moroccan c i t i e s ,  h a s  
always s h e l t e r e d  i n  i t s  medina a  l a r g e  group of f o r e i g n e r s ,  
m a i n l y  S p a n i s h ,  who h a v e l i v e d  i n  c l o s e  and g e n e r a l l y  f r i e n d l y  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Moroccan p o p u l a t i o n ,  P o l i t i c a l l y  t h e  c i t y  
r e c e i v e d  o n l y  a  s m a l l  backwash of t h e  1952-5'5 wave of r e p r e s s i o n  
i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  and b loodshed  was r a r e .  S t i l l ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 
1955-56 t h e  medina h e r e  was a  b rood ing  and u n f r i e n d l y  p l a c e ,  and 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  f o l l o w e d  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a c r e a k i n g  u n e a s i n e s s  
on t h e  p a r t  of  many Europeans  who remained  t h e r e .  Mow t h a t  
u n e a s i n e s s  i s  l a r g e l y  d i s s i p a t e d  -- e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  economic w a i l s  
of a  few g e t - r i c h - q u i c k  t y p e  of merchan t s  who l o o k  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  
w i t h  f o r e b o d i n g .  While  some of t h e  s m a l l  S p a n i s h  wine shops  and 
bode a s ,  which depended upon Moroccan c l i e n t s  f o r  a  good s h a r e  & t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  have s h u t  down because  of  t h e  new, and s t r i c t ,  
ban on d r i n k i n g  by Muslims, t h e  European i s  a g a i n  a c c e p t e d ,  even-  
welcomed i n  t h e  souks  and i n  t h e  c a f 6 s  a l o n g  t h e  s e a  w a l l  where 

7 one may s i t  s i p p l n g  min t  t e a  and exchanging  t h e  c l a s s i c  s a l u t a -  
t i o n s . , , . . l a  bZs fal~k,,,.,bessl~ma,,bb.ll~ihenn~k, --- 
GOIBG SOUTH 

But T a n g i e r  h a s  a lways  been  something  s l i g h t l y  a p a r t ,  
something  s p e c i a l  w i t h i n  Morocco, h a v i n g  a  good d e a l  of t h e  a l o o f -  
n e s s  t o  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  many of t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s  of  
t h e  w o r l d  have  v i s - a - v i s  t h e i r  own h i n t e r l a n d ,  Pe rhaps  t h e  



s e n t i m e n t s  found h e r e  would n o t  be r e p e a t e d  e l sewhere .  U n t i l  
independence  came i n  March, 1956, t h e r e  had been t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  
Moroccos -- t h e  French ,  t h e  Span i sh ,  and  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Zones -- 
w i t h  a s s o r t e d  p a r c e l s  of e n c l a v e s  and " t e r r i t o r i e s  of  s o v e r e i g n t y n  
t o  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  t h i n g s .  Each zone had been b r o u g h t  up a s  
a n  a t t e m p t e d l y  f a i t h f u l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  mother  c o u n t r y ,  and 
Tang ie r ,  made i n  no p a r t i c u l a r  image, e x i s t e d  a s  a k i n d  of orphan-  
c h i l d  whose g y p s y - l i k e  freedoms were t h e  compensa t ions  f o r ,  and 
t h e  r e s u l t  o f ,  h e r  l a c k  of f o r m a l n p b d n g i n g  by p r o p e r  p a r e n t s ,  

Even now one needs  t o  go o n l y  1 4  k i l o m e t e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  
c i t y  on t h e  r o a d  t o  Tetuan,  c a p i t a l  of t h e  ex-Spanish (now nor the rn )  
zone, t o  s e e  t h a t  Morocco i s  s t i l l  a c o u n t r y  d i v i d e d .  R ing ing  
t h e  c i t y  and p r o v i d c e  of  T a n g i e r  (whose 200-plus s q u a r e  m i l e s  
r o u g h l y  e q u a l  m e t r o p o l i t a n  Chicago i n  s i z e )  a r e  t h e  o l d  p o l i c e  
and customs b a r r i e r s ,  P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  have been g r e a t l y  
s i m p l i f i e d  s i n c e  t h e  S p a n i s h  days  when body-searches were t h e  r u l e  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n ,  and f o r  Moroccan s u b j e c t s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
of unh inde red  p a s s a g e  o b t a i n s ,  The new f u n c t i o n a r i e s  a r e  p l e a s a n t  
and p o l i t e ,  t h e  examina t ion  i s  d e s u l t o r y ,  b u t . , , t h e  b a r r i e r s  re-  
main. The r e a s o n s  a r e  l a r g e l y  economic; t h e  T a n g i e r  and n o r t h e r n  
zones a r e  s t i l l  t h e  l a n d  of t h e  p e s e t a ,  and t h e i r  economy, s a l a r i e s ,  
and s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  r u n  f a r  below t h o s e  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  
of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  (The same package  of American k i n g - s i z e  c i g a r e t t e s  
t h a t  s e l l s  f o r  1 2 0  f r .  ($ ,30)  i n  T a n g i e r  r e t a i l s  a t  165 f r ,  ($.h1) 
i n  Rabat ,  and i s  g e n e r a l l y  u n o b t a i n a b l e  e x c e p t  a t  h i g h l y  v a r i a b l e  
b lack-market  p r i c e s  i n  Te tuan , )  I f  a l l  b a r r i e r s  were r e l a x e d  a t  
once t h e  s o u t h e r n  zone would be f l o o d e d  w i t h  c h e a p e r  merchand i se  
f rom t h e  n o r t h  and, a s  i t  is ,  c o n t r a b a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  h a s  
been widespread ,  

Leav ing  t h e  n o r t h e r n  zone some 1 0 0  k i l o m e t e r s  f a r t h e r  
on a t  Khedadra,  t h e  same b a r r i e r s  and t h e  same p rocedure ,  a g a i n  
p a i n l e s s l y ,  WVous n r a v e z  r i e n  3 d g c l a r e r ,  j e  supposen s a i d  t h e  
amiab le  new Moroccan customs o f f i c e r ,  and w e  were on t h e  way 
a g a i n ,  Running t i m e  b y  a u t o  from T a n g i e r  t o  Rabat  i n  t h e  p r o t e c -  
t o r a t e  e r a  u s e d  t o  be  f i v e  h o u r s  p l u s  one t o  one-and-a-half  h o u r s  
f o r  f r o n t i e r  f o r m a l i t i e s ,  It i s  now f i v e  h o u r s  p l u s  p e r h a p s  one- 
h a l f  hour .  The n e t  s a v i n g  of t h e  one hour  r e p r e s e n t s  on b a l a n c e  
a good accomplishment  i n  one y e a r .  

D r i v i n g  th rough  t n e  n o r t h e r n  zone t h e r e  was a good d e a l  
of p a s t o r a l  f r i e n d l i n e s s  f rom s h e p h e r d s  and mule-bdrne t r i b e s m e n  
who waved a s  t h e  c a r  r o l l e d  by, But t h i s  was n o t  t o o  u n u s u a l *  
R e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  ex-Spanish a r e a  had  a lways  been b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  
t h e  s o u t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s .  The t e s t  would 
come l a t e r  i n  r e g i o n s  where f e e l i n g s  had  been b i t t e r  as r e c e n t l y  
a s  l a s t  October ,  and where emot ions  migh t  s t i l l  be  h i g h l y  cha rged  
o v e r  c o n t i n u i n g  F rench  a c t i o n  i n  A l g e r i a ,  

S o u t h  of  Khedadra t h e  road  blossoms o u t  i n t o  a f i r s t -  
r a t e  highway and l e a d s  i n t o  t h e  f e r t i l e  p l a i n s  o f  t h e  Gharb, 
Morocco's b r e a d b a s k e t  of b l a c k  e a r t h  and abundant  h a r v e s t s .  The 
c o n t r a s t  between t h i s  s e c t o r  and t h e  s l e e p y ,  backwater  towns of 



t h e  n o r t h  was b r o u g h t  home anew. No m a t t e r  wha t  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
a b u s e s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  d i d  l e a v e  a f i r s t - c l a s s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
d r a i n e d  swamps, modern towns,  and a n  e x c e l l e n t  r a i l  and  h ighway 
sys tem.  And soon  came an  answer  t o  my q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  Moroccan 
f e e l i n g s  h e r e .  The r o a d  was a l i v e  w i t h  r u r a l  h i t c h h i k e r s  who were  
unabashed  a t  t r y i n g  t o  f l a g  down a  c a r  d r i v e n  by a  European .  There 
was a n  i m p l i c i t  c o n f i d e n c e  and  an  e g a l i t a r i a n  c a m a r a d e r i e  h e r e  
which  s u r p r i s e d  and  p l e a s e d  me. I n  t h e  dozens  of  t i m e s  I h a d  made 
t h i s  t r i p  f r o m  1 9 5 3  t o  1 9 5 6  no Moroccan had  e v e r  a s k e d  f o r  a l i f t .  
Wi th  t h r e e  i n  t h e  c a r ,  p l u s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  baggage ,  I t r i e d  t o  
e x p l a i n  i n  s i g n  l a n g u a g e ,  w i t h o u t  l e t t i n g  go o f  t h e  w h e e l  f o r  t o o  
l o n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was no e x t r a  s p a c e .  

The government  -- u n l i k e  t h a t  i n  T u n i s i a  and mos t  Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s  -- works  on F r i d a y  and  t a k e s  Sunday  o f f .  T h i s  may b e  
i n  d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s t i l l  p r e p o n d e r a n t  number of  Eu ropeans  i n  t h e  
c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  T h e i r  r a n k s  a r e  t h i n n i n g  g r a d u a l l y  and  some a r e  
l e a v i n g  even  b e f o r e  t h e  new c o n t r a c t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  Moroccan 
government  a r e  p u t  b e f o r e  them. 

The s t r e e t s  o f  R a b a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u p h e a v a l .  
T h i s  was f o r m e r l y  t h e  s e g r e g a t e d  c i t y  of  Morocco p a r  e x c e l l e n c e .  
The medina  and  t h e  Eu ropean  town were  s e p a r a t e d  o n l y  b y  a  t h i n  
1 7 t h - c e n t u r y  w a l l  of  p u d d l e d  c l a y ,  b u t  a much t h i c k e r  one  of o f f i -  
c i a l  pompousness  k e p t  t h e  two communi t i es  a p a r t .  Eu ropean  R a b a t  
was a d r e a r y  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l ,  l i k e  C a n b e r r a  o r  Ot tawa  a Itmaden 
c i t y ,  an  a r t i f i c i a l  c r e a t i o n  p e o p l e d  by  a r t i f i c i a l  d i p l o m a t s ,  
p e t t y  f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  and  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  Each g roup  h a d  i t s  own 
c i r c l e s  and  c l u b s ,  i t s  own s o c i a l  w a l l s ,  and  a l l  l e d  a  home l i f e  
s o  i n t e n s e  t h a t  i t  l e f t  t h e  town w i t h  an  a p p a l l i n g  l a c k  o f  d e c e n t  
r e s t a u r a n t s  and  w i t h  d i n g y  c a f g s  which  began  t o  c l o s e  up shop  
a r o u n d  n i n e  P .M. 

If a n y t h i n g  c a n  b r e a t h e  new l i f e  i n t o  Raba t  -- a beau-  
t i f u l l y  s i t u a t e d  town which  h a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  monuments t o  n a k e  an  
i m p r e s s i v e  c a p i t a l  -- i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  m i x i n g  of t h e  two c i t i e s .  
And, h a p p i l y ,  a  Moroccan p e n e t r a t i o n  of  t h e  Eu ropean  town i s  i n  
p r o g r e s s .  R e s i d e n c y  H i l l ,  t h e  f o r m e r  GHQ o f  t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e ,  
w i t h  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  bungalows l o s t  i n  s u b t r o p i c a l  g a r d e n s ,  
now teems  w i t h  Moroccan l i f e ,  and  t h e  new f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  u s u a l l y  
d r e s s e d  3 l a  e u r o ~ k e n n e  t o p p e d  b y  a  t a r b u s h ,  o r  f e z ,  l o o k  r i g h t  - -  
i n  t h e i r  new s u r r o u n d ' i n g s ,  as t h e y  s t r o l l  a l o n g  t h e  ex-Cours  
Lyau t ey ,  now t h e  B o u l e v a r d  Muhammed V. 

MARRAKESH 

T h i s  d e s e r t - r i m m e d  o a s i s  c i t y ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  s o u t h e r n  
c a p i t a l ,  was a b l a z e  w i t h  l i g h t ,  c o l o r ,  a n d  l i f e  on t h e  o c c a s i o n  
o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  s i n c e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  K a r r a -  
k e s h ,  t h e  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  p r o t e c t o r a t e - b a c k e d  f e u d a l i s m ,  had  b e e n  



r u l e d  w i t h  a  t e r r i b l e  i r o n  hand by t h e  G l a o u i  f a m i l y ,  w i t h  F rench  
c o n s e n t ,  f o r  a l m o s t  h a l f  a c e n t u r y .  Mow t h a t  was o v e r  and t h e r e  
was no doub t  t h a t  t h e  X a r r a k s h i s  were o u t  t o  show t h e i r  d e l i g h t  
i n  t h e i r  new freedom and t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n  -- as 
w e l l  as t h e i r  l o v e  of a  good t ime.  

Along t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t s  s t o o d  huge t r i u m p h a l  a r c h e s ,  
d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  r e d  p a p e r ,  g r e e n  s t a r s  and palm f r o n d s ,  a l l  s t r u n g  
w i t h  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  i n  o u t l i n e ;  e q u a l l y  l i t - u p  were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
mosques of  t h e  v a s t ,  f l a t  medina. Countrymen, i n  f rom t h e  surround- 
i n g  s t e p p e s ,  and moun ta lnee r s ,  down from t h e  High A t l a s ,  jammed 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s q u a r e ,  Jemra e l  Fna, s o  t i g h t l y  t h a t  movement was 
i m p o s s i b l e .  Caught w i t h  40,000 of them i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  
s q u a r e ,  w i t h  my arms p i n i o n e d  a g a i n s t  my s i d e s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r  
p a r t  of a n  hour ,  I r e f l e c t e d  how two y e a r s  ago d u r i n g  my l a s t  
v i s i t  t o  Marrakesh t h e  medina was a  s h u t t e r e d ,  u n f r i e n d l y ,  and 
even dangerous  p l a c e .  m f  my most immediate n e i g h b o r s  were  
undoub ted ly  among t h o s e  crowds who had g iven  themse lves  o v e r  t o  
a n  o r g y  of  r evenge  l a s t  s p r i n g  a g a i n s t  r e t a i n e r s  and ha tche tmen 
of  t h e  G l a o u i s ;  b u t  t h i s  n i g h t  t h e y  were happy, e x c i t e d ,  welcoming, 
and s m i l i n g .  Across  t h e  way t h e  i l l - f a t e d  CafQ de F rance ,  de- 
s t r o y e d  i n  two bombing a t t a c k s  by r e s i s t a n t s  e i g h t e e n  months ago, 
was now packed w i t h  crowds s i t t i n g  under  a  b r i g h t  new banner  p r o -  
c l a i m i n g  i t  t h e  "Cafg du Moghreb." O c c a s i o n a l  s t a r e s  of  bewi l -  
derment  cane  my way from shepherds  who had t r e k k e d  down from 
remote v a l l e y s  where no European had l i k e l y  e v e r  been  seen ,  b u t  
on r e f l e c t i o n  t h e y  seemed t o  d e c i d e  t h a t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  a good 
t h i n g  f o r  t h e  n e s r a n i ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ,  t o  be t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  
homage t o  a s h e r i f ,  Some of t h e  b a r a k a ,  t h e  d i v i n e  g r a c e  which 
t h e  S u l t a n  p o s s e s s e s  and whicll h e m o u g h t  a b l e  t o  bestow on 
t h o s e  who cone  i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  him, might  b r u s h  o f f ,  

I J i t h i n  t h e  s q u a r e  a l l  t h e  o l d  l i f e  had come back:  t h e  
j u g g l e r s ,  a c r o b a t s ,  s t o r y - t e l l e r s ,  d a n c e r s ,  and snake  cha rmers  
were a g a i n  r e g a l i n g  t h e i r  l a r g e l y  r u s t i c  a u d i e n c e s ,  f o r  many of 
whom Marra!:esh was t h e  o n l y  m e t r o p o l i s  t h e y  would e v e r  s e e ,  
Changed r i g h t  a f t e r  independence  i n t o  a  p a r k i n g  l o t  by somewhat 
o v e r z e a l o u s  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  w5o c l a i m e d  t h a t  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  were 
n p r i m i t i v e  and degrad ing , "  t h e  J e m f a  e l  Fna h a s  been r e scued ,  --- 
main ly  th rough  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  of  t h e  J l i n i s t r y  of Tourism, which 
i s  now emphas iz ing  t h e  " a u t h e n t i c a l l y  f o l k l o r i s t i c t t  c h a r a c t e r  of 
i t s  a t t r a c t i o n s .  

The t o u r i s t s ,  however, seemed t o  be ma in ly  Moroccans 
b e n t  on v i s i t i n g  t h e  v i l l e  n o u v e l l e ,  t h e  ~ u r o ~ e a n i z e d  a d j u n c t ,  
which t h e  French  b u i l t  a  m i l e  o r  s o  n o r t h w e s t  of t h e  medina, 
S e d a t e l y  v e i l e d  m i d d l e - c l a s s  women were d r i v i n g  l e i s u r e l y  th rough  
t h e  s t r e e t s  of t h e  w e s t e r n  town i n  horse-drawn c a r r i a g e s ,  t a k i n g  
i n  a l l  t h e  s i g h t s  w i t h  a  new, p r o p r i e t a r y  a i r ;  o t h e r s ,  more 
d a r i n g ,  s t o p p e d  t o  window-shop and admire  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  v e r s i o n s  
of P a y i s  f a s h i o n s .  

The I tbread and c i r c u s t t  t h e o r y ?  C e r t a i n l y ,  t o  some 
e x t e n t ;  b u t  w i t h  an i m p o r t a n t  pu rpose  beh ind  i t ,  and one p r o b a b l y  



q u i t e  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e  i n  Morocco's h i s t o r y ,  Morocco 
i s  n o t  o n l y  a  young c o u n t r y  i n  t e r m s  of emanc ipa t ion  from c o l o n i a l  
r u l e ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  i s  one where n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  needs  t o  be f o r g e d ,  
o r  r e f o r g e d ,  a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  of  d i v i s i o n  and f r a g m e n t a t i o n ,  
The t h r o n e  i s  - t h e  symbol o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h e  o n l y  f o r c e  l i n k i n g  
t h e  c o u n t r y t s  p a s t  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l o n g  p e r i o d  of 
f o r e i g n  domina t ion ,  I n  showing h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  way 
( t h i s  i s  o n l y  one of s e v e r a l  such  t o u r s )  t h e  S u l t a n  i s  humanizing 
t h e  t h r o n e ,  b i n d i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o g e t h e r ,  and b r i n g i n g  home t o  
each  Moroccan a  new s e n s e  of d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
of t h e  n a t i o n ,  The e x h a u s t i v e  r o y a l  s c h e d u l e  i n c l u d e d  v i s i t s  i n  
n e a r  100-degree  h e a t  t o  f a c t o r i e s ,  fa rms,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and s c h o o l s ;  
l a y i n g  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  f o r  a  new u n i v e r s i t y  c i t y ;  g i v i n g  a word 
of encouragement  t o  t h e  thousands  who s t o o d  i n  e n d l e s s  r e c e i v i n g  
l i n e s ;  and, v e r y  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  r e a s s u r i n g  t h e  European p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  o u t l y i n g  h a m l e t s  i n  t h e  b l e d  by r e c e i v i n g  many of them and 
pay ing  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  accomplishments .  A 
t r o u p e r ' s  per formance  t o  c o n s t a n t l y  packed g a l l e r i e s ,  and, as f a r  
a s  can  be  seen ,  w i t h  e f f e c t i v e  r e s u l t s ,  

THE POLITICAL SCENE 

These a r e  some of t h e  f l e e t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n s  I r e c e i v e d  
on a  q u i c k  t r i p  through t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  June ,  Some may r e p r e s e n t  
o n l y  a b e r r a t i o n s  of t h e  moment, o t h e r s ,  I t h i n k ,  a r e  s t r a w s  i n  
t h e  wind t h a t  p o i n t  o u t  which way t h e  c l i m a t e  i s  b lowing,  To 
a t t e m p t  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t u i t i v e  f e e l i n g s  i s  d i f f i -  
c u l t ,  b u t  one might  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t r y  t o  l o o k  b r i e f l y  a t  some of 
t h e  d e e p e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  p r e s e n t e d  by t h i s  changing  s c e n e ,  F i r s t ,  
i n  p o l i t i c a l  development ,  

The domina t ing  f a c t  seems t o  be t h e  a c c e n t u a t i o n  of  t h e  
nP1oroccann on a l l  l e v e l s ,  t h e  more c a r e f u l  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  
p o i n t  of  view which w i l l  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t  and s a f e g u a r d  t r u e  Moroc- 
can  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  government o f f i c i a l s ,  j u s t  a s  
i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  t h e r e  i s  d i s c e r n i b l e  a p reoccu-  
p a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  r e d i s c o v e r y  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  It  i s  
s t i l l  a  g rop ing  and  unsure  t h i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  growing e v e r y  day,  
The r e a s o n s  a r e  n o t  h a r d  t o  d i s c e r n :  Morocco h a s  always had a  
more v i v i d  c o n c e p t i o n  of  i t s  un iqueness  t h a n  p e r h a p s  any  o t h e r  
Arab s t a t e ,  A s  t h e  o n l y  p a r t  of  t h e  Arab w o r l d  n e v e r  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  Ottoman Empire,  Morocco was shaped  by h i s t o r y  and geography 
i n t o  a s e m i - i s o l a t i o n i s t  p a t t e r n  -- b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  1 7 t h  and 
c o n t i n u i n g  th rough  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  The l o n g  s u b j e c t i o n  and 
d i v i s i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y  made i t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
when t h e  pendulum began t o  swing back t h e  d r i v e  toward  u n i t y ,  
homogeneity,  and a  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  independence  would be paramount ,  

R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  A l g e r i a n s  a r e  a  c a s e  i n  p o i n t .  The 
p a u c i t y  of  A l g e r i a n  f l a g s  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  Marrakesh c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  
l a s t  y e a r ' s  f e r v o r  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  of  government 
l e a d e r s  i n  Rabat  conf i rmed  t h e  t r e n d .  The man i n  t h e  s t r e e t  s t i l l  
sympa th izes  w i t h  t h e  A l g e r i a n  r e b e l s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  freedom, 



he l o o k s  upon them a s  u n j u s t l y  o p p r e s s e d  f e l l o w  Muslims, b u t  he  
has  l o s t  t h e  p a s s i o n a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  A l g e r i a  which he had a y e a r  
ago, And t h e  government i s  do ing  n o t h i n g  t o  encourage  a  r e v i v a l  
of t h o s e  muted p a s s i o n s .  One f e e l s  t h a t  Morocco wants  t o  h e l p ,  
b u t  does  n o t  want  t o  become embro i l ed .  O f f i c i a l l y  a  s t a n d  has  
been t a k e n  on t h e  b a s i s  of s t a t e m e n t s  made by  t h e  S u l t a n  i n  which 
he o f f e r e d  h i s  good o f f i c e s  toward med ia t ion ,  and r e a c t i o n  t o  
Kennedy's p r o p o s a l  i n  t h e  U,S,  S e n a t e  hewed t o  t h i s  l i n e ;  u n o f f i -  
c i a l l y  Morocco would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  A l g e r i a n  l e a d e r s  t h i n k  a b o u t  
some k i n d  of compromise, and r e c e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  between Moroccan 
m i n i s t e r s  and A l g e r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  Rabat  showed a  s h a r p  d i v e r -  
gence  o f  v iews  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  such  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Morocco 
i s  most conce rned  w i t h  p u t t i n g  i t s  house i n  o r d e r ,  and t h e  FLN i n  
A l g e r i a  i s  most e a g e r  f o r  maximum involvement  of Morocco, a t  l e a s t  
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which T u n i s i a  has  become a l m o s t  a "nonbe l l ige ren t . "  

A c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of M o r o c c o ~ s  i n t e r e s t s  
i n  t h e  A l g e r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  has  been t h e  upswing i n  Franco-Moroccan 
r e l a t i o n s .  L a s t  y e a r  t h e s e  were a t  a l o u  ebb indeed ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a f t e r  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  i n  October  ( s e e  GFG-1-157, "North A f r i c a :  
1956n) .  But t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h i s  y e a r  h a s  s e e n  a  s t e a d y  improve- 
ment and a new r e c i p r o c a l  c o n f i d e n c e  between France  and h e r  ex- 
p r o t d g d ,  The s i g n i n g  of a  c u l t u r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  e a r l y  i n  June, 
g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  of F rench  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  
system, was f o l l o w e d  by a  j u d i c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  F rench  
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  new l e g a l  sys tem and g i v i n g  each  
c o u n t r y  r e c i p r o c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  o t h e r ' s  c o u r t s ,  These a g r e e -  
ments ,  however, i m p o r t a n t  as t h e y  a r e ,  m e r e l y  s e t  t h e  s e a l  on t h e  
e n t e n t e  which seems t o  have been r e a c h e d  between t h e  Moroccan and 
European p o p u l a t i o n s  on a  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago when 
t h e  French  were t r y i n g  t o  make Moroccans o v e r  i n  t h e i r  own image 
t h e r e  were e n d l e s s ,  p l a t i t u d i n o u s  paeans  t o  Vranco-Moroccan 
f r i e n d s h i p n  i n  t h e  French  p r e s s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e s u l t s .  
Now t h a t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l s  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  have been 
r e s o l v e d ,  t h e r e  i s  much l e s s  t a l k  of  it, and much more r e a l  f r i e n d -  
s h i p .  

Morocco has " se t t l ed  downn and the Europeans  seem r e a s -  
s u r e d .  I n  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o u r s e  of t h e  Moroccan iza t ion  of t h e  gov- 
ernment  many f u n c t i o n a r i e s  a r e  l e a v i n g ,  o r  a r e  b e i n g  " p u t  a t  t h e  
d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  French  government," (by t h e  end of  t h e  y e a r  i t  
i s  expec ted  t h a t  abou t  o n e - t h i r d ,  o r  15,000 of t h e  45,000 European 
o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  have gone) ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  l a r g e l y  by  t h e i r  own 
c h o i c e ;  t h e r e  i s  a l m o s t  a lways a p o s t  open f o r  any  o f f i c i a l  
( e x c e p t  f o r  t o p - l e v e l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and among t h e  p o l i c e )  who 
wants  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  h o n e s t l y  w i t h  t h e  new government. 

I f  i n t e r e s t  i n  A l g e r i a  i s  q u i e s c e n t ,  i t  can  be imagined 
t h a t  Middle E a s t  p o l i t i c s  make even  l e s s  d e n t  on t h e  p o p u l a r  
i m a g i n a t i o n .  Last summer t h e  Suez  Cana l  and Nasse r  were on eve ry -  
o n e t s  tongue;  now b o t h  a r e  dead i s s u e s ,  seldom mentioned i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  t a b l e - t a l k  of Moorish c a f g s ,  

The one t i e  w i t h  t h e  Arab East t h a t  i s  emphasized,  on 



a s e n t i m e n t a l  b a s i s ,  i s  t h a t  w i t h  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  I b n  S a u d t s  v i s i t  
h e r e  a f t e r  h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r  made h im 
a c o n c r e t e  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  e y e ,  and  t h e  p i l g r i m s  who a r e  on 
t h e i r  way t o  Mecca a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g  w i l l  do much t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  
bond, ( p i c t u r e s  o f  I b n  Saud  now f a r  ou tnumber  t h o s e  of  X a s s e r  
on medina w a l l s , )  A p a r t  f r o m  t h i s ,  however ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  if 
a n y  pan-Arab f e e l i n g ,  It  n e e d  o n l y  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r  t h e  S u l t a n  h a s  v i s i t e d  S p a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  I t a l y ,  and  T u n i s i a  -- a l l  c o u n t r i e s  f i g u r i n g  i n  t h e  n e b u l o u s l y - p r o j e c t e d  n M e d i t e r r a -  
n e a n  Pac tn - - -  b u t  h a s  n o t  y e t  gone t o  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ,  Even more 
r e v e a l i n g  a r e  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made by M. G u e d i r a ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  a t  a  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  B e r l i n  l a s t  week,  As ide  
f rom p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  I s r a e l ,  w h i l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  many o f  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ,  was n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  o f  
them, h e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  pan-Arabism was o u t  o f  f a s h i o n  a n d  t h a t  
Morocco was t h i n k i n g  r a t h e r  i n  p a n - Y e d i t e r r a n e a n  t e r m s ,  

A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  g e o g r a p h y  p l a y s  a p a r t  
i n  t h e  w e l t a n s c h a u u n g  o f  government  l e a d e r s ,  "Morocco s h o u l d  
become a b r i d g e  be tween  E a s t  and  Wes tn  i s  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  
S u l t a n  t h a t ,  i n  p a r t  owing t o  t h e  v a r y i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
which  c a n  b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  it, i s  now b e i n g  w i d e l y  q u o t e d .  The 
c o u n t r y ,  however,  w a n t s  t o  b e  c o n s c i o u s  o f  i t s  A t l a n t i c  c a l l i n g ,  
o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  a l o n e  among t h e  Arab  s t a t e s  i s  b o t h  an  A t l a n t i c  
and a M e d i t e r r a n e a n  power ,  and  t h a t  i t s  w e s t e r n  n e i g h b o r  i s  none 
o t h e r  t h a n  Amer ica ,  

A l l  t h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  new a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  wh ich  a r e  becoming more d e t a i l e d  e a c h  
month,  Agreements  i n  s e v e r a l  f i e l d s  have  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r eached :  
ICA a i d  f o r  Morocco, t h e  d e c i s i o n s  on T a n g i e r ' s  s t a t u s ,  and  t h e  
a c c o r d  on American communica t ion  f a c i l i t i e s  and  t h e  Voice  o f  
Amer ica  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  t h e r e ;  o t h e r s ,  s u c h  as t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f  d i r e c t  a i r  s e r v i c e  be tween  New Pork  and  C a s a b l a n c a ,  a r e  p r o -  
j e c t e d ,  

But  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  t h e  a i r - b a s e  i s s u e ,  
which  i s  s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  moment i n  t e c h n i c a l  d e t a i l  r a t h e r  t h a n  
o u t  of  b a s i c  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  Moroccan n e g o t i a t o r s  
h a d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  p a p e r s  c o u l d  b e  s i g n e d  a n d  s e a l e d  i n  s h o r t  o r d e r ;  
t h e y  had  n o t  f o r e s e e n  t h e  m u l t i p l e  s u b i s s u e s  t o  b e  i r o n e d  o u t :  
APO f a c i l i t i e s ,  s t a t u s - o f - f o r c e s  a g r e e m e n t s ,  PX and  cus toms  p r i v i -  
l e g e s ,  a l l  k n o t t y  p r o b l e m s  f o r a y o a n g c o u n t r y  j e a l o u s  o f  i t s  
s o v e r e i g n t y ,  So  t h e  t a l k s  c o n t i n u e ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s  i s  s i o w ,  b u t  
t h e  o u t l o o k  i s  f a v o r a b l e .  

Mealiwhile, however ,  Amer icans  a r e  b e i n g  p e r s o n a l i z e d  
i n  a new way t o  t h e  Moroccan p e o p l e .  B e f o r e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h e r e  
was s u c h  an  i n t e n s e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n ,  i n  e v e r y  way, w i t h  F r a n c e  and  
t h i n g s  F rench  t h a t  o t h e r  f o r e i g n e r s  we re  r a t h e r  r emo te ,  shadowy 
f i g u r e s .  Sone  of t h e  new a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  
n a t u r a l ;  i t  s t e m s  f rom t h e  new f i n a n c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  f r om 
1 . I o r o c c o ~ s  n e e d  f o r  s u p p o r t  and  encou ragemen t  f r o m  an o u t s i d e ,  
d i s i n t e r e s t e d  s o u r c e ,  But much o f  t h e  c r e d i t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  f o r e i g n  



and domes t i c  w i t n e s s e s ,  b e l o n g s  t o  Vice P r e s i d e n t  Nixon, whose 
b r i e f  v i s i t  i n  March was an o u t s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s ,  The S u l t a n ' s  
r e t u r n  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  l a t e  i n  November w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
do a s  much t o  p u t  a n o t h e r  d imens ion  on Moroccan-American r e l a t i o n s ,  

P r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  i n d e x  of t h e  growth of t h e s e  c o n t a c t s  
h a s  been t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  of  t h e  embassy f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Rabat.  
Mhen I f i r s t  came h e r e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago t h e  t h e n  C o n s u l a t e  was 
housed i n  a t i n y ,  b o u g a i n v i l l e a - c o v e r e d  c o t t a g e  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o r n e r  of town, whence t h r o u g h  t empora ry  growing p a i n s  i t  emerged 
i n t o  a  modern s i x - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of Rabat ,  where i t  
now s t a n d s  a s  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  f o r e i g n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c i t y ,  H a p p i l y  i t s  f u n c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v -  
i c e s ,  r e a d i n g  rooms, and f i l m  p r e s e n l p t i o n s ,  seem t o  have k e p t  
pace  w i t h  i t s  p h y s i c a l  growth, 

THE INTERNAL POLITICAL PICTURE 

Here as everywhere,  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  p r e s e n t  some 
s u b t l e t i e s  which a r e  n o t  immedia te ly  r e c o n c i l a b l e .  But a  few 
a s p e c t s  seem c l e a r  enough t o  c a l l  f o r t h  comment. These f a c t s  
emerge c l e a r l y :  

(1) The p r e s t i g e  of t h e  t h r o n e  r emains  t h e  s i n g l e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The S u l t a n l s  p e r s o n a l  
p o p u l a r i t y  is ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  The e n t i r e  
r o y a l  f a m i l y  s h a r e s  i n  i t ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  Moulay Hassan, t h e  
e l d e s t  son ,  who w i l l  b e  named Crown P r i n c e  and h e i r  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  
on h i s  b i r t h d a y ,  J u l y  9 t h .  

( 2 )  The government i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  
S u l t a n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  few key members of  t h e  I s t i q l a l - d o m i n a t e d  
c a b i n e t ,  The I s t i q l a l  p a r t y  i t s e l f  i s  s e t t l i n g  down i n t o  some- 
t h i n g  l i k e  a c o m f o r t a b l e  e a r l y  m a t u r i t y  -- a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e  i t  
l o o k s  much l e s s  t h e  f i r e b r a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  group t h a t  i t  once 
c l a imed  t o  be .  There seem t o  be -- and h e r e  we e n t e r  u n c h a r t e d  
t e r r i t o r y  -- i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t r o n g  t e n d e n c i e s  toward  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  and t h e r e  e x i s t  a t  l e a s t  two s t r o n g  p o l e s  of 
a t t r a c t i o n ,  one c e n t e r i n g  around t h e  power fu l  and a b l e  M i n i s t e r  
of  N a t i o n a l  Economy, Abderrahim Bouabid and t h e  Speaker  of t h e  
C o n s u l t a t i v e  Assembly, Mehdi ben Barka, t h e  o t h e r  a round  t h e  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Ahmed B a l a f r e j ,  These g roup ings  seem n o t  t o  be  
c o m p l e t e l y  e x c l u s i v e ,  however, n o r  c o n s t a n t  i n  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
One c l e a r  t endency  i s  t o  keep r e a l l y  e x t r e m i s t  p a r t y  e l e m e n t s  
e f f e c t i v e l y  o u t  of  power, e r g , ,  t h e  r a t h e r  e m b a r r a s s i n g  campaign 
b e i n g  waged by t h e  p o s i t i o n l e s s  e l d e r  s t a t e s m a n  o f  t h e  p a r t y ,  
A l l a l  a 1  F a s s i ,  f o r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  of M a u r i t a n i a  i s  viewed w i t h  
a good d e a l  of  annoyance by t h e  t o p  government men. 

( 3 )  The o p p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  h a v i n g  an e a s y  t ime  o f  it  
r i g h t  now, The ~ ~ ~ - ( ~ a r t i  Democrate de  l ' I n d e p e n d a n c e ,  o r  - Hizb 
a1 S h u r a )  i s  s t e a d i l y m g  f o r c e d  o f f s t a g e .  I t  i s  making - 
v o c i f e r o u s  c o m p l a i n t s  abou t  i l l e g a l  p o l i c e  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  



a g a i n s t  it -- s e a r c h e s ,  t h r e a t s ,  unor thodox d e t e n t i o n s ,  e t c ,  -- 
b u t  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how much f o u n d a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e s e  s t o r i e s ,  
What i s  c l e a r  i s  t h a t  more and more o f t e n  t h e  PDI i s  having  recourse 
t o  demagoguery and on such  i s s u e s  as A l g e r i a ,  French  t r o o p s  i n  
Morocco, and American b a s e s ,  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o u t b i d  t h e  government 
by t a k i n g  p o s i t i o n s  which i t  c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  h o l d  i f  i t  were i n  
power, I f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  b r e e d i n g  a  c e r t a i n  conse rva t i sm,  oppo- 
s i t i o n i s m  seems c l o s e  t o  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  a  s o r t  of  c a r e l e s s  o b s t r u c -  
t i o n i s m ,  

THE E C O N O M I C  SCENE 

T h i s  i s  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  f rom which t h e  s t o r m  c l o u d s  w i l l  
p r o b a b l y  b e  b lowing l a t o r ,  f o r  t h e  economic p i c t u r e  i s  n o t  t o o  
b r i g h t  a t  t h e  moment, I n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  though,  it must be admit ted 
t h a t  n o t  many t e l l - t a l e  p i e c e s  of ev idence  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  warn 
an a p r i o r i  o b s e r v e r  o f  t h e  t r e n d ,  Two s t a n d  o u t :  t h e  number o f  
worzmen on r o a d  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  unemployed; and t h e  n f o r  s a l e "  
columns of t h e  c l a s s i f i e d  s e c t i o n s ,  Both t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  exodus 
of Europeans  and t h e i r  money, 

T h i s  exodus b r o u g h t  t h e  European p o p u l a t i o n  (of t h e  
s o u t h e r n  zone o n l y )  f rom 414,000 down t o  380,000 i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r  1956, and i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  months of t h i s  y e a r  i t  h a s  probably  
d ipped  a n o t h e r  20,000 o r  s o ,  Many f a m i l i e s  were w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  end b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  t h i s  summer, b u t  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t l y - s i g n e d  c u l t u r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  w i l l  be a  f a c t o r  
encourag ing  some, who were v e r y  w o r r i e d  abou t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  t o  s t a y ,  Many of  t h e s e  a r e  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  (8,000 
have l e f t  s o  f a r  s i n c e  independence  and w i t h  dependen t s  t h e i r  
number i s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  a b o u t  30,000j;  t h e  t o t a l  number of  func -  
t i o n a r i e s  i s  s o  h igh  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  European popula-  
t i o n  t h a t ,  even if a l l  t h e  Europeans engaged i n  commerce s t a y e d ,  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  would be r educed  t o  abou t  200,000, 

The unemployment problom r e s u l t s  l a r g e l y  from t h e s e  
ncommerciallt d e p a r t u r e s ,  mos t ly  of  p e o p l e  who were engaged i n  
s m a l l  and medium-sized b u s i n e s s e s .  (on d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s ,  and t h e  
problem o f  i n v e s t m e n t  d e f i c i t s ,  I p l a n  t o  comment a t  g r e a t e r l e n g t h  
i n  a  fo r thcoming  l e t t e r . )  E s t i m a t e s  of  unemployment r ange  a round  
100,000 o u t  o f  work, a  s m a l l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  b u t  b u l k i n g  l a r g e  a g a i n s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  i n  
Morocco employed o n l y  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  250,000 workers ,  The government 
i s  conce rned  w i t h  t h i s  p r e s s i n g  problem, as w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  
t h e  Wunderemployed," a  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s  of  f l o a t i n g  workers ,  f a r m  
hands, e t c . ,  who have  n e v e r  had any  s t a b l e  employment and who number 
many more t h a n  do t h o s e  thrown o u t  of  jobs  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  But 
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c a n  do l i t t l e  more t h a n  c r e a t e  make-work p a l l i a t i v e s  
u n t i l  t h e  fundamenta l  c a u s e s  of t h e  j o b l e s s n e s s  -- f l i g h t  of c a p i t a l  
and slowdown of  i n v e s t m e n t s  and economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  -- a r e  ha l t ed .  
I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  i t  s h o u l d  b e  remembered t h a t  most  of  t h e  c a p i t a l  
which l e f t  d i d  s o  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  independence ,  and  t h e  new psychol-  
o g i c a l  c l i m a t e  s h o u l d  soon b e  having  some e f f e c t  on i n v e s t m e n t  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  If t h i n g s  go w e l l  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  y e a r ,  1957 
w i l l  b e  a  b e t t e r  y e a r  t h a n  1956  and t h e  w o r s t  of t h e  slump w i l l  
have  been  p a s s e d ,  



The economic s c e n e  was d a r k e n e d  b y  t h i s  y e a r ' s  d r o u g h t ,  
which  h i t  t h e  r e g i o n  s o u t h  of C a s a b l a n c a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d ,  Some 
a l l e v i a t i o n  was g o t t e n  f rom l a t e  s p r i n g  r a i n s  b u t  c e r e a l s  are 
s t i l l  q u i t e  d e f i c i e n t .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  d o i n g  what  i t  c a n  
t o  e a s e  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ;  emergency s h i p l o a d s  o f  g r a i n  and  f o o d  
have  s t a r t e d  a r r i v i n g  i n  C a s a b l a n c a ,  And a t  t h e  end  o f  J u n e  t h e  
I C A  g r a n t e d  Morocco $20,000,000 t o  b e  u s e d  p a r t l y  f o r  b u y i n g  
e d i b l e  o i l s  a n d  s t a p l e s ,  p a r t l y  i n  p u b l i c  works  p r o j e c t s ,  

T h i s  week one  p u b l i c  works  p r o j e c t  i s  g e t t i n g  u n d e r  
way wh ich  w i l l  r e q u i r e  no e l a b o r a t e  f i n a n c i n g  o r  o u t s i d e  a i d .  
I t  i s  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  n U n i t y  R o a d , V o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  be tween  t h o  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  p o r t  of Alhucemas ( e x - V i l l a  S a n j u r j o )  and  Fes .  
More of  a p o l i t i c a l  t h a n  an economic n e c e s s i t y ,  i t  i s  t o  be b u i l t  
by  s t u d e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  -- f r o m  t h e  S u l t a n l s  s o n s  on down -- who 
w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  a month of  t h e i r  summer v a c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  t a s k ,  
I t  i s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  as much more t h a n  a  r o a d  p r o j e c t ;  t h e  camps 
en  r o u t e  w i l l  t r y  t o  mix young men f r o m  t h e  c i t i e s  and t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and  t e m p o r a r y  s c h o o l s  a r e  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
which t h e  l i t e r a t e  a r e  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  l e s s  e d u c a t e d  c o u n t r y  
b r o t h e r s  as much a s  t h e y  can  a f t e r  a h a r d  d a y ' s  work i n  t h e  sun .  
One unspoken aim i s  t o  d i f f u s e  s o m e t h i n g  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  
i n t o  a p a r t  o f  t h e  R i f  which h a s  a l w a y s  been  famous f o r  i t s  
H a r l a n - C o u n t y - l i k e  b e l l i g e r e n t  i n t r a n s i g e n c e .  V o i c e s  were  r a i s e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  c a S i n e t  d i s c u s s i o n s  b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
we re  o v e r r u l e d  shows how s t r o n g  i s  t h e  n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n a t i o n a l  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and  a s e n s e  of  u n i t y .  I f  t h e  " U n i t y  Roadn c a n  h e l p  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s ,  i t  w i l l  h ave  p a i d  f o r  i t s e l f  b e f o r e  i t  i s  com- 
p l e t e d ,  

E x p e r i e n c e  i n  many Arab c o u n t r i e s  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
economic f a c t o r s  may n o t  o f t e n  b e  paramount  i n  t h e  same way t h e y  
migh t  b e  i n  W e s t e r n  s o c i e t y ;  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  and  unde r -  
p r i v i l e g e  i s  t o o  g r e a t ,  t h e  need  f o r  e m o t i o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  some- 
t i m e s  a t  h i g h  c o s t ,  t o o  s t r o n g .  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  may b e  t r u e  
of Morocco a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d ,  a l t h o u g h  I d o u b t  i t  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t r u e  f o r  t o o  l o n g .  A l r e a d y  t h e r e  i s  a s e n s e  o f  
e m o t i o n a l  r e l a x a t i o n  and c o n t e n t m e n t  a b r o a d ;  a s  one  Eu ropean  s a i d  
r e c e n t l y ,  "You d o n ' t  f e e l  t h e y ' r e  b r e a t h i n g  down y o u r  n e c k  any-  
more." I f  t h i s  s t a t e  of  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g  c a n  be  main ta ined ,  
i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s e r v e  a s  a  u s e f u l  s h i e l d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a u s t e r i t y  
and t h e  economic s t o r m s  which ,  even  u n d e r  t h e  b e s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
p r o b a b l y  l i e  ahead .  

T h i s  l a s t  month o f  t h e  Muslim c a l e n d a r  s e e s  t h e  c e l e b r a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  ' i d  e l  k b i r ,  t h e  g r e a t  f e a s t ,  t h e  c u l m i n a t o r y  f e s t i v a l  

7- of  t h e  I s l a m l c  y e a r 7 a s t  y e a r  c e l e b r a t i o n s  were  k e p t  down and  
discouraged b e c a u s e  of  mourn ing  f o r  A l g e r i a ,  b u t  t h i s  y e a r  t h e r e  
i s  a f e s t i v e  a i r  a b o u t ;  eve ryone  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  a s h e e p ,  
and s p l u r g e  b y  b u y i n g  new shoes ,  o r  a new d r e s s ,  and c e l e b r a t e  t o  
t h e  f u l l e s t  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  l i d  s i n c e  1952.  God i s  i n  h i s  heaven ,  
i s  t h e  p o p u l a r  v iew,  and m o r t h i n g s ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  a r e  r i g h t  i n  
Morocco t h i s  summer, 




