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Democracy Debates in Gaza
JERUSALEM, Israel September 1995

ty Hisham H. Ahrned

On August 29, 1995, the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung [Foundation] of Germany con-
ducted one of its democracy workshops in the Gaza Strip. About 60 people were
invited to the modest facilities at the YMCA hall. Close to 100 attended.

Three panels were organized. The first dealt with the role of political move-
ments and parties in building a democratic Palestinian civil society. The second
panel focused on Islamic and secular perspectives on democracy. Finally, strate-
gies for democratizing Palestinian society were discussed.

was invited to participate in the second pane|. My task was to present a
secular view of democracy. However, I found the first panel, and particularly the
discussion that followed, most fascinating. The panel was composed of speakers
representing different political orientations. Mr. Diyab A1-Loah represented
Fatah; Mr. Imad A1-Falouji represented Hamas; and Dr. Heidar Abdul-Shafi
represented the Democratic Construction Movement. What follows is a transla-
tion and transcription of what was said.

Diyab: In the name of God the merciful. To begin with, would like to thank
the brothers who organized this panel. We believe that the subject under discus-
sion is extremely important. The Palestinian National Authority, the PNA, has
now been formed and the Palestinian people have started to govern themselves
for the first time in contemporary Palestinian history. All political parties and
movements should perform their role in a manner consistent with this historic re-
sponsibility. The subject of democracy has been demoted for many years under
the Israeli occupation. Our objective oppressive conditions as a people have been
quite abnormal.

It is of importance to talk about democracy in Fatah. The democracy we used to
practice in the movement had a solid basis. We espoused democratic centralism
based on democracy and centralization. Interaction within the movement, espe-
cially in its leadership institutions, was conducted on the basis of these two prin-
ciples. However, due to the oppressive measures of the Israeli occupation, very
often centralism overcame democracy in decision-making, governance and in or-
ganizing the struggle.

Moreover, we used to rely on democratic practices derived from other institu-
tions in our movement. We were democratic in expressing opinions and dictato-
rial in executing decisions: Once a decision was arrived at by majority rule, it be-
came binding on the minority, i.e., those in the opposition.

In previous stages, most of our work was secretive in nature. We relied on the
"do it, then discuss it" principle. After the enormous developments that took
place over the course of the past year, we started taking a series of new meas-
ures to solidify the democratic tradition in the movement. We are particularly
interested in convening local and regional conferences for the election of lead-
ers. This will raise the level of democracy inside Fatah; we urgently need to be
democratic at this crucial stage. As the ruling party, we bear the responsibility



to build Palestinian civil society.

It is of utmost importance to deepen the demo-
cratic tradition within political parties and move-
ments as a prerequisite for building a Palestinian
civil society. What makes this issue even more press-
ing is the fact that Palestinian society is highly politi-
cized. After the signing of the Oslo accords by Israel
and the PLO, Palestinian society was divided be-
tween supporters and opponents. We view opposi-
tion as a healthy, necessary phenomenon for the soci-
ety. Therefore, from the moment the PNA began its
work, we in Fatah have been utterly careful to insure
that all parties and movements contribute to the
building of Palestinian society. We put particular em-
phasis on the right and role of opposition movements
and parties to express themselves freely.

I regret to say that the results have not been at the
expected and/or required level. Political opposition
forces, especially the Islamic movement, have devi-
ated from principled opposition in their political
work. In particular, this pertains to conducting mili-
tary operations and other suicide violent attacks,
whether in or from the areas under
the control of the PNA. This course
of action contradicts the very his-
toric stage through Which we are
going. Such attacks violate agree-
ments we had with the Israelis.
These agreements should be re-
spected. They are reached and
signed by the PLO, the sole legiti-
mate representative of the Palestin-
ian people. The behavior of the op-
position, particularly that of the
Islamic movement, has put us as a

There is also tribalism in Palestinian society. It
stands in the way of building a civil society. Regretta-
bly, in the last few months this phenomenon has be-
come even more rampant than at the start of the Is-
raeli occupation. Tribalism has been getting stronger.
Building a civil society and insuring security to the
citizenry necessitates getting rid of this phenomenon.
We should deepen the sense of belonging to the soci-
ety and to the people in general, rather than to the
tribe.

Now, when a problem occurs betWeen two indi-
viduals, their respective tribes interfere on their be-
half. To enable civil society to survive, a solid base of
discipline and law needs to be established. Without
insuring law and security, it will be quite difficult for
us as a people to pursue our goal of building a civil
society.

Palestinian people in an awkward position: It gave
the Israelis the justification to drag their feet and to
disavow commitments they made to us.

It is for this reason that want to stress that the op-
position should honor agreements signed by the PLO.
In effect, these agreements are signed by all Palestin-
ians in their various locations of residence. No given
faction or party has the right to make or violate a
treaty with any other state, nor does it have the right
to make peace or go to war. There is only one author-
ity that represents the homeland and the people. It
should be respected and its agreements should be re-
spected as well, since it represents the will of the Pal-
estinian people.

How do we build a healthy civil society? First, we
should put an end to the spread of arms on our
streets. Some factions have their armed groups roam-
ing around in different places. This stage requires us
all to be united. Only the Palestinian police force is
authorized to carry arms. Political parties and move-
ments can continue to perform their political role
without any problems. All of us, however, should put
an end to the spread of arms.

In brief, if the issues I dealt with are taken into con-
sideration, we should be able to build a civil society
with the participation of all political parties and
movements. want to stress that not a single organi-
zation, party or movement is free of this responsibil-

ity at this critical stage in our his-
tory. We all bear the responsibility.
Building the homeland is not the re-
sponsibility of Fatah and the PNA
only. After all, the PNA is not exclu-
sive to one political organization: It
represents all the Palestinian peo-
ple. All political groups have re-
sponsibility to strengthen the PNA.

Imad: In the name of God the
merciful. Undoubtedly, political
parties represent the core of any po-

litical society. Due to our circumstances, we as Pales-
tinians have a particular characteristic in this regard.
Palestinian political parties have an important role to
play in building and in solidifying democracy in our
society. However, the question that should be tackled
is whether these parties practice democracy inter-
nally. This will help us understand whether they
practice it externally in terms of their dealings with
other parties. This should be the main issue of con-
cern. People can tell how democratic a party is. No
party that does not practice democracy internally can
practice it externally.

We very well understand the nature of each and
every faction and organization. We have had several
experiences together as political parties over the past
several years. Also helpful in shaping our under-
standing of others has been the interaction during the
struggle against the occupation and in prison. Finally,
the agreements and meetings we had with other
groups made us realize that the principal problem is
that there is no democracy inside political parties.
This crisis among party leaders has been reflected on
the masses. Thus, discussions of democracy have be-
come void of content. It should not come as a surprise
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to know that when the subject of democracy is raised,
some people smile and others whisper. They all know
what is happening on the ground.

One would expect to see different opinions within a
party. This is quite natural: There might be supporters
of and opponents to certain policies wit_hin the same
party. I have not seen, however, one party that re-
spects having different opinions.

I was not planning to talk about political differ-
ences. After all, this session is devoted to a discussion
of the role of political parties to promote democracy
in the future.: This session deals with our ambitions
and wishes. How should a party play ifs role to
strengthen civil society? How should a party lead the
masses? I don’t view a party as a group of individuals
brought together by an idea; rather, I view it in civil-
ized terms. In order to lead the people in the best way
possible, a party should allow all points of view to be
expressed. Only in this way can the people achieve
their goals and ambitions. Therefore, we should
broaden our horizons when we speak of political par-
ties. A party is cultural thought. How do we build so-
ciety? We should agree on one main
theme. This, however, should not
prevent us from criticizing when
we find it necessary to do so. All
points of view should be heard re-
gardless of differences in opinion.

For example, let’s talk about elec-
tions. A given party might have a
critical position toward elections.
What will happen to a member
from an opposition party if he par-
ticipates in elections? Would he be
considered to have violated the principles of the
party? It is to be kept in mind that the basic rules of
the party are not violated. According to the Arab tra-
dition here, however, this kind of member will most
likely be dismissed. His character will be defamed. If
a member opposes his party’s official position on an-
other issue, we are likely to see character assassina-
tion. His attempt to express himself to other members
will, with certainty, be obstructed. The party leader-
ship will destroy his reputation, so that he does not
make any noise around. All Palestinian parties with-
out any exception face this real crisis.

Although that was not my intent, I find myself com-
pelled to respond to some of the things brother Diyab
said. Diyab asserted that the opposition has the right
to perform its role at this critical stage. I would sug-
gest that the Palestinian political opposition lacks the
atmosphere in which to express itself freely in the me-
dia. Are the official media, radio and TV, open to all
political parties to the same degree? Is Palestinian de-
mocracy real? When you turn on Palestinian Radio,
do you find all points of view represented?

The peace agreements represent only the will of

those who signed them. We do believe that the PLO is
a legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. It
is not the sole one, however. There are forces that are
not represented in this organization. In 1989, the Is-
lamic movement was asked to join the Palestine Na-
tional Council the PNC. Based on the Shura and dem-
ocratic deliberations, a position was adopted. We did
not reach an agreement with the PLO as to the size of
our representation. Therefore, the PNC kept out of its
representation a sizable portion of the Palestinian peo-
ple. For this reason, I cannot concur with the view that
the signing of the peace accords by the PLO is binding
on the Islamic movement.

Nonetheless, the Islamic movement is prepared to
participate in building civil society in spite of its polit-
ical differences with the PNA. It has taken initiatives
in this regard, such as respecting the present PNA and
abiding by the laws of the state. From the very begin-
ning, the Islamic movement welcomed the PNA and
complied with many of its decisions.

I fully agree with Diyab that all of us should build
Palestinian civil society. This society should be under

total Palestinian control and author-
ity. Our civil society should enjoy
freedom of the press and speech. It
should not suffer from closing down
newspapers and the like. I hope that
all parties will be able to express
themselves in civilized democratic
ways. Hopefully, nobody will resort
for self-expression to methods all of
us might not like.

The PNA should respect the point
of view and method of the Islamic

movement to the same degree we have respected its
participation in the negotiations.

Dr. Heidar: Good morning. Our title "the role of politi-
cal parties and movements in building democracy and
civil society" does not limit our discussion to the Pales-
tinian case. The title is more general in scope. I cer-
tainly do not want to talk about the current situation
here.: There is no democracy in Palestinian parties.

In general however, I would suggest that political
parties are one indication of democracy. Democracy
means a lot of things. Among others, it means, political
pluralism and freedom of having parties and organi-
zations. Accordingly, each party should play its role
in building democracy.

I do not want to deal with argumentative positions.
Let’s move away from our situation and try to talk
about democracy objectively. This is quite important:
We should know what democracy means and how
important it is. Further, we should learn how to arrive
at a democratic society.

The word "democracy" is taken from Greek. It is
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made up of two words: Demos means people and
Crutus means authority. In effect, democracy means
authority of the people. At the time of the city-state in
ancient Greek society there was direct democracy:
Authority was in the hands of the people. It was pos-
sible to do that at the time because the structure of so,

ciety was not complicated. The population of the city-
state probably did not exceed 10,000. Women and
slaves were deprived of political rights. In essence,
the society was very small and thus everyone partici-
pated in exercising authority. Representatives were
responsible to the whole people. This was the type of
democracy that existed at the start of Greek society. It
lasted for a while. Afterwards, discussion of democ-
racy stopped for about 2,000 years.

In the Middle Ages of Europe, new developments
took place. The concept of the state was redefined. So
was the meaning of people. Discussions of rights took
shape. Interests of the various groups in the state
were talked about.

This is how the modern way of thinking about de-
mocracy started. Authority of the people is not to be
exercised directly as was the case at
the time of ancient Greece. Author-
ity is to be carried out by elected
representatives. This was called leg-
islative democracy. We also had lib-
eral and constitutional democracy.
Economic and social democracy
also emerged: Extra care was taken
in order not to let one group have
advantages over others. As a result,
democracy started to mean a lot of
things. It meant authority of the
people; supremacy of the law; re-
spect of human rights; political pluralism; freedom of
parties and institutions; rights of women; freedom of
worship; and many other things. Many of these were
stressed by those revolutions that propagated democ-
racy, especially in Britain and France.

the kindergarten. All different stages at school are
important as well: They are very critical to one’s
upbringing. He who is raised in an environment of
aggression and selfishness cannot learn about democ-
racy at a later stage. Accordingly, the furtherance of
democracy is an ongoing process.

Of course, social institutions, political parties and
unions have their role to play. These bodies might
provide examples of practice: They might serve as
role-models. Pamphlets and courses about democ-
racy are also helpful. A democratic institution, party
or union will undoubtedly have a tremendous posi-
tive effect on the people. They learn so much about
democracy by experience.

Democracy is not a slogan. Many talk a lot about
democracy without adhering to its requirements. De-
mocracy is not only education and knowledge. It is
also practice. This is what is important. This does not
at all mean that learning about democracy is not sig-
nificant Actually, arriving at a democratic society
starts by learning about the process. The difficulty
stems from practicing what is being learnt. What do
we do in this case?

I would suggest that we are talking about a process
that is ongoing in nature. In my view, democracy
must start at home. The mother has the greatest role
to play of all. She is the one who disciplines the child
in his relationship with other children. Among other
things, he needs to be taught the importance of mu-
tual respect.

The second station for learning about democracy is

I think that we all agree on the fact that we don’t
have a democratic structure in our society. We are
badly in need of democratic principles. This means
that we should fiercely defend the values of democ-
racy. We, for example, cannot remain silent on the ob-
struction of the laws. If we were to let this happen, we
allow undemocratic practices to be on the rise. We
should speak out loudly against tampering with laws.

The same can be said about human
rights. With loud voices we should
speak in support of respecting hu-
man rights and against their viola-
tions. These are important consider-
ations in shaping democratic
thought and in arriving at a real
democratic society. Women’s rights
should be guaranteed. It is undemo-
cratic to view women in a man.ner
not equitable with their real role
and status in society. All these is-
sues are of great importance.

The way institutions conduct themselves internally
says a lot about how democratic they are. This relates
to decision-making and administrative style.

Accountability and transparency are two important
qualities for a democratic society, too. The executive
branch, for example, should not be allowed to do all it
sees fit, It should be accountable to others. In terms of
transparency, everything should be clear. This should
be particularly the case with financial affairs. You all
very well understand that this is a sensitive issue.
Therefore, unless accountability and transparency are
taken into consideration, things will not go the fight
way. These are vital prerequisites for developing a so-
ciety. We must insist on these matters.

Finally, suffice it to say that by practicing democ-
racy, political parties serve as the institutions that can
achieve the will of the people This is usually done by
electing qualified representatives who are accounta-
ble and whose positions are transparent.

You very well know that there were societies in Eu-
rope that were distant from democracy. They were
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under the rule of notables and aristocrats. At other
times such societies were governed by the church.
Such situations eventually led to violent revolutions
in several placeswin Britain, France and Russia. In
Russia the dictatorship of the Czar was replaced by
that of the workers. It didn’t last, however, because it
was not a democracy.

We should learn something from these historical
lessons. These lessons should be of benefit to our soci-
ety, which is under construction. This requires us all
to remain patient and to move away from factional-
ism. I call upon all Palestinians to remain open-
minded at this stage, in spite of the fact that there is
Fatah, DFLP PFLP and PPP. I call upon all to pledge
allegiance to Palestine first and foremost. Otherwise,
our losses might be incalculable.

DISCUSSION

Speaker One: How does Mr. A1-Loah explain having
a separate department specializing in tribal affairs,
with a full-time director, in the PNA?

ple. It evolved as a result of political circumstances
not necessarily agreed upon by the people. How does
Mr. A1-Loah call for organizing the work of the oppo-
sition while there is no constitution to regulate any
political activities? An article in a newspaper could
cost somebody his political life. This is what hap-
pened with Professor Abdul-Sattar Qassem of A1-
Najah National University in Nablus. What about ab-
solute rule? There are several security apparatuses.
Each has its own responsibilities. All of this hinders
the development of a democratic society.

My other question is to Mr. Falouji. Would the Is-
lamic movement be willing to respect the supremacy
of the law? Will it not repeat the bloody experiences
of Algeria?

Speaker Six: To begin with, I would like to thank all
the panelists for what they said. Nonetheless, I have a
question to Dr. Heidar who is highly respected
among Palestinians. Can a party or a movement that
calls for the consolidation of democracy boycott the
forthcoming elections? What do you personally think
and what does your movement think?

Speaker Two: Mr. A1-Loah indi-

ing of tribalism in the society. How
does he explain the licensing of tri-
bal leagues by the authority at this

Speaker Three: The participants in

the
the panel

context
focused

of the
on
relationshipdemocraCYbe_in

tween various poetical branches.
What should have been dealt with
are the instruments to be employed
by the people to practice democracy.

Speaker Four: I have several questions for Mr. Diyab.
First, we all like to fight against the phenomenon of
carrying arms. Who bears the responsibility, though?
Second, tribalism is deep-rooted in Palestinian soci-
ety. During the Intifada, however, it almost vanished.
With the arrival of the authority, tribalism was
strengthened all over again. It seems to have been en-
couraged by the authority. Third, Democracy is not
just political in nature. It applies to the masses and to
the authority. No one is to run away from it.

Speaker Five: My question is to Mr. A1-Loah. While at
college, I have learnt that one of the main pillars of a
democratic system is respect of the social contract by
the political authority, which it had struck with the
people who elected it. The authority is to represent
and express the concerns of the people. The PLO had
a contract with the Palestinian people. The PLO vio-
lated this contract. The contract was based on several
premises. It included the right of the Palestinian peo-
ple to self-determination; the right of independence;
return of the refugees and statehood. The authority
did not come as an expression of the will of the peo-

Speaker Seven: My first point is to
Mr. A1-Loah. Despite the fact that
we talk about democracy, our start-
ing point seems to be flawed. We do
not seem to know where to begin.
We consider every thing we say to
be the last word.

As far as Mr. Falouji is concerned,
here is what want to say. He sug-
gests that there can be no democ-
racy without full control. This is

quite a dangerous principle. We view democracy as a
tool to take care of an urgent need during most diffi-
cult times. This can be under occupation, under the
rule of the PNA or under the rule of the state. These
urgent needs are ongoing in nature. They include se-
curing basic rights to the individual and to the soci-
ety. They further entail creating balanced relations be-
tween people. There should be no conditions attached
for practicing democracy by any side.

My other point to Mr. Falouji is that you cannot
undo the representative character of the PLO as the
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.
The fact that one party or organization did not join
the PLO does not make it illegitimate. Historically,
even the international community and all parties to
the conflict have recognized the PLO as the sole legiti-
mate representative of the Palestinian people. Thus,
agreements signed by the PLO must be respected.
This does not at all mean that the PLO can be absolu-
tist in its decision-making or in its governance pro-
cesses. It should reflect the will of the people and take
their interests into consideration.

I have one objection to what A1-Loah said. This re-
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lates to his view on the use of Palestinian arms. His-
torically, we heard that Palestine was to be liberated
through the use of armed struggle. Nowadays, Pales-
tinian guns should be used to protect the citizenry
with full equal basis under the law. This means the
authority that controls the gun cannot misuse it
against the people. Since we carried guns in the past
to serve the goal of liberation, we should use them to-
day to protect opponents and supporters of the au-
thority alike. What is happening, however, shows
otherwise.

Speaker Eight: First, I believe that all of us here are
supporters of democracy. We all, however, disagree
on what it means and on how to bring it about. For’
me, democracy is cultural in nature in every sense of
the term: It is a socialization process. Each of the pan-
elists talked about democracy from a different angle.
Out of the various definitions, it is quite important to
arrive at a Palestinian conception of democracy.

Frankly, we are going through a process of tremen-
dous change: New patterns of interaction are replac-
ing old ones. It is not fair to suggest that the PNA has
backed tribalism. It is the objectiv-
ity of the situation that makes this
phenomenon on the rise. All parties
are contaminated with this prob-
lem, even on the leadership level.
Political parties have not satisfied
the ambitions of their Palestinian
constituencies.

Having said all of that, have a

do not. Such issues need to be discussed objectively
and scientifically. We are in need of very long ses-
sions to deal with matters such as elections, compre-
hensive national dialogue, our concept of Authority
and political parties. All political tendencies and per-
sonalities should be included in such discussions.

Mr. A1-Loah talked about the obligation of the op-
position to respect the laws that are put forth by the
Authority. If the Authority were to represent the in-
terests of all social and political segments, I would be
supportive of respecting the law. How would I, as a
citizen, respect the law that hurts me and violates my
rights? How would I respect a law that negates my
national problem? Opposition is a legitimate thing to
have. The question that should be dealt with is how
can the opposition express itself?

movement cooperate with us to for-
mulate a practical political program
where daily, as opposed to eternal, religious issues
are dealt with?

Speaker Nine: All three panelists barely touched the
subject of democracy. People are fed up hearing more
about democracy. Practice is not at all there. Simply
put, you cannot disagree with someone in power be-
cause he turns into a dictator right away.

What we are in need of is a practical concrete way
of being democratic, not an abstract theoretical one.
As a woman, I would feel that there is democracy the
moment I see men looking at me as a human being
with an equal status. Another thing is that tribalism
has been rekindled with the return of the Authority.
Tribalism is meant to replace the party system. Fi-
nally, opposition in Palestinian society is not new, as
A1-Loah suggested: It has been around since the es-
tablishment of the PLO.

Speaker Ten: I have a criticism to make. Indeed, we
are discussing an extremely important subject. How-
ever, the panelists did not deal with the heart of the
matter. They veered toward political lines. It is not
fair for one party to have its voice heard while others

In our discussion of democracy, we should keep
in mind that an idea becomes a mode of behavior
someday. The question I want to raise to our broth-
ers in Fatah, since it is the leading organization, is
how do they feel about proportional representation?
Or, do they really believe that all institutional hir-

ing should be done by appoint-
ment? If we look at appointments
by the Authority, we will find that
those who belong to Fatah get ap-
pointed right away. On the other
hand, activists who belong to an-
other faction don’t get appointed,
even if they spent 30 years of their
life for the cause. Can we consider
this Authority to be representative
of everybody? Or, is it a factional
Authority?

Speaker Eleven: In general democracy can be said to
mean rule of the people, by the people and for the
people. However, interpretations are too many to
enumerate. Furthermore, we cannot talk about laws
unless we have them. First, we should create a code of
law. In the West Bank and the Gaza Strip there are
British, Jordanian, Israeli and Egyptian laws. Accord-
ingly, we should draft our own laws.

Before the arrival of the Authority, all factions used
to settle their differences in the Palestine National
Council, the PNC. As to Hamas, there was a measure
to include them in the PNC. They, however, refused
to attend the last session of the PNC and the last three
meetings of the Central Council.

To question the legitimate representation of the
PLO is tantamount to passing a red light.

Speaker Twelve: My question is to Mr. A1-Loah.
What about the Palestinian citizen in the midst of all
such legal contradictions? How should I feel about
the Authority when it violates all my rights and all
the laws? How should we respect an Authority that
does Israel’s job here? It arrests and humiliates those

Institute of Current World Affairs 7



who conduct operations against Israelis. As citizens
we are lost between various security apparatuses. We
can survive against all kinds of political odds. We can
afford to starve or to withstand economic blockades.
But to remain silent on the disappearance of citizens
due to acts committed by the Authority is more than
anybody can take.

Dr. Heidar: To begin with, I want to stress that elec-
tions are an important component of democracy. Elec-
tions represent the right vehicle for choosing true rep-
resentatives in society. There can be no separation
between democracy and elections. Any democratic
person can never dismiss the importance of elections.
Our position regarding the forthcoming elections
raises other questions.: The contents of the Oslo Ac-
cords regarding elections contain some negative as-
pects. Why? The Oslo accords stipulate that elections
are to be conducted according to an Israeli-Palestinian
agreement. This means that the Accords gave Israel
the right to interfere in an affair that should be solely
Palestinian. Agreements are parts of the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination. As soon as
the Accords gave Israel the right to interfere, she
started to put forth demands and
conditions that cannot be imple-
mented. Most dangerous of these
conditions is assigning a different
status to Jerusalemites from that of
the rest of Palestinian society in the
other occupied territories. Basically,
the Israelis want Palestinian legiti-
mation of their illegal annexation of
Jerusalem. In my view, the Author-
ity did not pay attention to this is-
sue. Thus, elections might be con-
ducted on the basis of such Israeli
conditions.

and sisters for the very frank questions they raised.
First, I want to remind the audience that I am here in
my capacity as a representative of Fatah and not of
the PNA.

In all candor, I consider myself to be one of the
strongest supporters of the current negotiating politi-
cal process. As far as questions dealing with the PNA,
I can only give my personal view. Therefore, what-
ever I say otherwise represents the point of view of
Fatah.

We very well understand the dangers inculcated
in developing tribal sentiments in Palestinian soci-
ety. I dealt with this issue rather briefly. In my pres-
entation, I did not offer a comprehensive analysis of
what is going on. Here, I would say that there is an
urgent need to develop new patterns of interaction
in our society, so that they would replace old, out-
dated ones. New patterns should gradually put an
end to tribal and familial sentiments. The sense of
belonging to Palestinian society should be enhanced.
One cannot make the argument that by establishing
a tribal council or by having a presidential advisor

for tribal affairs, the Authority en-
couraged tribalism in the society.
Tribalism has been deeply rooted
in Gaza for many years. The sense
of tribalism might have been re-
duced somewhat during the Inti-
fada. But new political develop-
ments may have helped heads of
families and tribes to play a more
visible role at this stage. The Au-
thority has created this council to
deal with such a phenomenon and
in order to contain it. personally

stress the need for doing away with tribalism.

There are other conditions demanded by Israel that
we, as the Democratic Construction Movement, can-
not agree to. These include, but are not limited to, Is-
rael’s interference in the number of candidates to be
elected and the responsibilities of the elected council.
These are very dangerous issues. We are keeping our
eyes open, so to speak. We want to see how the Au-
thority will conduct itself. Unfortunately, there is a to-
tal blackout as to what goes on at the negotiating table
until now. My view is that at the end of the negotia-
tions, the people have the right to know how and un-
der what terms elections will be conducted. It will be
most dangerous if the Authority does not disclose de-
tails to the people. This will lead all honest people to
boycott the elections. Neither the Palestinian people
nor the Democratic Construction Movement can par-
ticipate in an election that will violate one of our basic
rights. The Palestinian people have the right to have
free elections where legitimate representatives are
chosen. The elected council should have the power to
legislate, because it represents the people.

Diyab: To begin with, want to thank all the brothers

As far as the possession and the use of arms are
concerned, let me say the following. We Gazans have
suffered from the spread of weapons more than any-
body else, especially the year before the PNA arrived.
The Israeli occupation deliberately wanted to spread
weapons among people. It worked hard to achieve
this goal. Everyone felt the danger of the spread of
weapons. Therefore, this danger should be removed
by getting rid of the weapons, which are spread in an
arbitrary manner. We should have some arms-control
n-teasure.

Those weapons that are not licensed should be con-
fiscated. In addition, those weapons in the hands of
Palestinian factions should be turned over to the Pal-
estinian police force. Previously, I used to advocate
keeping weapons in the hands of various factions.
Now, however, security requirements have changed
drastically. Such weapons are not needed since they
are dangerous.

All citizens, regardless of their factional affiliation,
should be treated equally. Any citizen who wants to
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possess a weapon should seek licensing from the Au-
thority. We cannot afford a show of force by the
weapons we carry with us. This type of behavior
frightens the citizenry. Therefore, this is totally
unacceptable.

The Palestinian police force is the only official body
responsible for the security of all citizens without any
exception. All states in the world have an armed
body. This does not mean that the weapons they have
can be used against other parties in the opposition.
These weapons are not to be used in a war, either.

Previously, we used to say that armed struggle was
the means to liberate Palestine. Today, we say that
negotiations are the means to work out problems
with the Israelis.

Objectively, cannot say that we have achieved all
our goals: Not all Palestinian lands are liberated.
Frankly, we have not achieved the minimum of our
national ambitions. The Oslo Accords, however, have
opened the door for our national rights to materialize.
I say this in spite of their shortcomings and despite
the fact that I personally have some
reservations and criticisms regard-
ing them. If we and all parties and
movements cooperate, regardless
of whether we are supporters or op-
ponents, we shall be able to pass
this critical stage in spite of all diffi-
culties. We will, indeed, be able to
build our homeland. All citizens
should respect the agreements we
signed. It is not the right of any
party to say that it wants to defeat
these agreements by all means.
There are democratic legitimate means that can be
followed.

pained by all of this To end the phenomenon of ar-
rests, which was started several months ago by the
PNA, we should end the reasons that caused it to hap-
pen. Personally, I suggest that the reasons should be
dealt with first.

The PNA does not conduct arbitrary arrests. It first
investigates and then arrests to maintain security and
order. This happens only after acts Of violence are
committed. Such acts have very negative ramifica-
tions as far as our interests are concerned. There
might be other circumstances that compel the PNA to
take certain measures to maintain order and security.

Very often, the other side uses security-related is-
sues as excuses to disengage from commitments they
made to the PLO. Thus, the PNA is expected to prove
that it is capable of enforcing law and order in its ar-
eas, in order to become qualified to spread it to other
areas. This is quite an important issue. This is the re-
sponsibility of each and every citizen. It is the respon-
sibility of the society as a whole, especially of the se-
curity apparatuses.

Using violent means, however, to destroy such
agreements and to undo the current state of affairs
contradicts our national vision and our national ambi-
tions. It further contradicts our local and regional
commitments.

Regarding hiring, the situation is like this: Some
factions permitted their supporters to apply for jobs
with the PNA. Such applicants were welcomed and
many were hired. Other factions either prevented
their supporters from applying or decided to open
the doors to applications when it was too late. By
then institutions were filled and many extra appli-
cants were not hired. As far as I personally know, an
application from a non-Fatah applicant was gener-
ally approved befqre an application from a Fatah
supporter. A non-Fatah member, according to what
I know, was even promoted much faster than a Fa-
tah supporter.

Issues like arrests, the state security court and pro-
tection of citizens are extremely important. I am

Let me also say that we are not the
first society to have different secur-
ity apparatuses. Let’s also not forget
that we are Arabs living in an Arab
society. In some other states, there
are apparatuses such as "Protective
Security," "State Security" and
"Mukhabarat." We are not the first
to have such varied systems of se-
curity. The question that needs to be
raised has nothing to do with the
number of systems. It pertains to the
role of such security apparatuses

and to the functions they perform. We need to won-
der about the way these systems coordinate matters
among themselves. This issue requires a detailed
study by all concerned.

Imad: want to stress that as a Palestinian people,
we are going through a new stage. There is a huge
malfunction, however. We can’t keep beautifying our
situation any more. We do not live in a democratic
society.

Workshops and meetings like this are supposed to
deepen the idea of democracy. reiterate what Dr.
Heidar said: "So long as the parties themselves are
not democratic, they can neither preach democracy,
nor can they practice it." All of us agree on this.
Therefore, I cannot beautify our situation. If it contin-
ues the way it is, things will be frightening. We will
continue to have an undemocratic society unless we
tackle the problem right away. I continue to be opti-
mistic. Having a workshop like this is indicative.

We should always be proud of being Arab. As Pal-
estinians we have our own unique capabilities that
we should develop further.
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The Islamic movement wants to have a civilized
democratic society. It agrees [that we must] have a
democratically-arrived-at constitution that allows for
political pluralism and freedom. We do not aspire to
the type of fake democracy prevalent in the Arab
World. We want real democracy. Keep in mind that
the Algerian government, for example, called for de-
mocracy. But when it turned out that the Islamists
were to win the elections, democracy was abandoned.
The kind of democracy we want is that which is bind-
ing on all regardless of results. This is what we call for
at this stage.

Many accuse us of wanting only to hold onto
power. In reality, every political movement or party
likes to get to power. We, however, want to be able to
spread our civilized massage in a democratic way.
Nobody should try to shed any doubts on our respect
for democracy. To the contrary! What we are asking
for is a democratic constitution that respects every-
body, a constitution that should not be subject to a

signature by the President. We need institutions and
tools to enable citizens to govern themselves. What
the Palestinian people lack are institutions to regulate
political life.

If we want to come up with a system to regulate the
work of political parties, we should see to it that all
are including in the deliberations. The same mistake
applies to the regulation governing the press, which
became law only when seen fit and signed by the
President. All interested and concerned groups
should be allowed to participate in organizing the
Palestinian house.

As Dr. Heidar said, elections are one component of
democracy. Therefore we support holding elections
because we are against appointments. However, we
do not want Israeli-Palestinian elections. We want
Palestinian-Palestinian elections. Elections are a Pal-
estinian affair. Nobody wants cosmetic elections with
pre-determined results. We want real elections.
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