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_Dear Patery .

The local post office lady smiles at me as I hand over some
magazines to ‘be posted. She wraps them in brown paper wrapper for
mer tying them tightly together. She tells me how to address the
package properly:, accerding to local custom (return and sender's
addresses are in inversed positionr as is the addressing itself,
starting with ‘country, city. streetr name of addressee)., She
patiently gives me my change. When the customer in front of me
asked her a question: she didn't look at him but mumbled an answer
e couldn't hear. When the customer behind me was impatient; she
dismissed her with a cold uncaring look, But she is nice to me. She
knows who I am. I am a foreigner. I am from the West.

_ On the gpur of the moment: in early evening, two friends and
I decide to go out to dinner together. This is not such a simple
thing. We try one restanrant -- it is full. We &ry another -- it
is closed. We try a third -- there are twenty people in line in
front of us. (We are by now running out of possibilities; there are
only half a dozen or so rest aurants in the entire city). On the
fourth try, we walk into a regtaurant that seems to be open,r but
is totally devoid of customers and it seemgr waiters., We sit down.
¥e wait five minutes, ten. We are hungry. Say something aloud in
English, sugaests one of my friends. I doy I wonder where all the
people have gone. An angry-locking woman peeks out from the
kitchen, ¢goes away. In a few minutes, a surly looking gentleman
sppearsy with a menu. He asks, in broken Enaglish, if he can be of

gny belp. He ignores my friends. But he is civil to me. I am a
foreigner. I am from the West.

‘ It is late at night; a friend and I are at a party on the
oatskirts of town. We want to go homer but because of the blockade:
there are no taxis at that late hour. One of the other guests
graciously offers to give us a 1lift. On the way homer he asks me
many typical questions that one asks of a non-native —- do I like
it bere, what do I think of the political situations etc.r etc. He
doesn't ask my friend anything. When we arrive, he jumps out of his
side of the carr runs around to open the door for mer helps me step

out, He nearly closes the door on my friend, who is coming out

right behind me. She must negotiate the difficult steps from car

o pavement on her own, without his attentive assistance. She is

‘not a foreigner. She is not from the West.

Ina Nevezelskis, s journalist, has written extensively about
sgst Buropesan and Joviet effaira. She i the author of
biograrhies about Lecnid Rrezhnev and Alexander Dubcek.
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From such small slights do great resentments grow...Each

polite, civil gesture to a foreigner is a bitter reminder o a

native that this is treatment he will never experience. Tt is not
simply a guestion of being on better behavior for guests. The post
office lady will never wrap the native's packages with a smile, the
waiter will never serve him promptly: the chance acguaintance will
never open the car door for him. Society daily proves to him that
he is not worth such considerations; he is nothing, garbage.
Doesn‘t he realize this by now?

He does realize this, all too acutely. And he reacts in kind.
If he needs anything, wants anything, he ‘is. either angryr
demanding: ruder pompous -- or cajoling., flattering. manipulative.
I ask people herer why isn't normal etiquette, ‘mormal politeness,
valued? Everyone complains of the rotten treatment: they get, yet
no one breaks the circle. The victim of rudeness ‘one.moment will
turn around and dish it out the next. Why? % - on:io .

The answer. people tell me over and over, is thdt it doesn't
pay to be polite. In fact, it is pretty damn stupid. Civility is
a2 privilege that only well-insulated peopls from the West can
afford to practice. Here you have to shout. Here nice guys finish
last. Nice guys in fact, are useless, ineffective, They haven't
learned, in this hard system, how to defend themselves, how to get
theirs. They are 1lambg -- and lambs.-are:.not  respected, but
slaughtered. SR e

This is a society that is excruciatingly aware of its uncivil
behavior to its own members, and what if.perceives to be slavish
fawning over Westerners. People know. hat ‘they have a massive
inferiority complex. They try to keep' it in check. But knowing is
only half of the struggle. An over~geveloped defensiveness, and the
aggressiveness that it spawng, darts;put spontaneously: in ways
that no amount of self-discipline €an control.

For example: I am at a dinner party at the apartment of some
students from the West. When I go .inke the kitchenr I see a bottle
of dishwashing liquid (which I havén't 'seen in the stores at all).
I exclaim -- oh, mys what have we. hete? What do you think, says a
young Lithuanian journalist, before he’ can check himself. Do you
think that we are so backward that:we don't have any dishwashing
liquid? And an assault beging. DO- You realize that we in Lithuania
are not only on the receiving end:of care packages? Do you realize
that ‘we also send them? To Polandrs.when there was no detergent in
Poland. To relatives .in Russia == ete.s etc.

Oh dearr I say. I. hadm';méant to insinuate that at ali. I
know that thefe;iS«dishwasﬁigg¢;iqﬁid_in Lithuania. I'm sorry if
it sounded like an imsult (This is such a touchy lot, I mutter to
myself. They get insulted by the weirdest things...) Buks T think
{more quietly nowr I've learned .my lesson), they DON'T have any
dishwashing liquid. this stuff is from Belgium...
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: I am amazed at how personally someone identifies himself,
injecting his own sense of pride, or lack of it, with whether the
eountry produces one or another type of product. Is the lack of
éishwashing liquid some kind of damning proof that Lithuania is
incapable of running an independent economy? The thought would
‘never have occurred to me, had .that young journalist not jumped to
defend a perceived slight to the national honor...

Ah: it is not the same. a8 it was in the good old days. There
¥as a time when golden words uttered by a Westerner were savored,
pondered. (It is another guéstion entirely whether those words were
believed. But so0 what. [The' rapt . attention, when a Westerner
pronounced his views on world politics, on religions on relations
betweens the sexes: on anykhing., was sweet enough.} Not so any
wore. The more Westerners Lithuanians meet, the less they put them

on pedestals, "We used o Garry yoil in our.arms® is how one native
describes the way visitors used 't be greeted and feted here. That
has changed somewhatr zs. Lithuanians: realize. that not everything
and everyone is worth fussing over..Yet, the double standard is
still ingrained. Visitors from the We t:still make the evening news
program, simply for the fack. ey, have come here. Be they
80lutions. to. Lithuania's

lawyers from Michigan - who ' haw )
‘om. Scandinavia on a religious

econony up their sleeves; 'studen .
‘the: £irgt-major tourist group

bicycle tour through,the:Bal¥ice
to make it through the blockades

) Does this all have-a backlash? You bet it does. And not only
against the prevailing. double standard. Of course. the logical
sclution -=- to be.nige to' everybody ~- is too easy. It is much more
satigfying to target those who are treated so much better -- or to
put it more accurately, .are treated with normal consideration. What
Ieally is so special -about .all these Westerners after all? They
come here with their airs and their confidence, with their sense
of worth backed by their dollars. They don't know what it is like
to be humiliated every day: around every corner. They think they
are better than we arer that we are just so many backward monkeys.

These feelings are such second nature to Lithuanians that they
often don't even realize that they have them. Or, more likelys they
realize this only on an intellectual level., (That same journalist

of the dish-washing saga., who isg really quite nice and shys turned

red; laughed self-consciously when I repeated his words, complete
with intonation, back to him a little while later. He would never
dream of deliberately reacting that way. He gimply hadn't heard
himgelf.) Lithuanians will almost always sheepishly say, by way of
apologyrs "We know we are uncivilized. But what can you do? We don't
know any other way."

, This psychological dilemma is not new. I would even argue that
it is are not entirely Soviet. In this part of the world, the West
.was always gomething envied as well as admired. If one person said
‘that the West was somehow better: then another would retort, so
vhat's so damn good about it? fTn the past, Soviet propaganda
- succeeded well in tapping into this feeling. And if the propaganda
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war that the Soviet Unjon waged against the decadent West was not
enoughs then one hundred years of consistentr voluntary emigration
westwards is sufficient to give any society a complex. Lithuania
has it in a big way. Like a spurned lover who'sees his beloved go
off with anotherr Lithuanians scratch their heads, look at
Westerners and wonder "What does he/she have-that I haven't got?
why should their lives be any better than mine? It's not fair!”

‘Naturally, there is more to Bast-West relations than that. But
this too is a part of it all. This is not a Kinds» gentle society.
It has not been treated kindly or gently ‘eithier. 1 am reminded
daily that repression does not produce saints.. Repression produces
angry, bitter people who are heartsick about "their condition, who

o

want to changer but too often are victims of their own bitterness..

I+ is in this context that Lithuanian’at¥itudes t6 the West
mist be understood. Despite the surface good 'will and the
privileged treatment that Westerners here etijoyr, 1 feel that the
undercurring resentment is deeper: more powerful, Sometimes that
resentment is justified, or at least undérstandable -- sach as
disappointment that the West did not supp t bithuania in the
stand-off with Moscow —- sometimes not.. . .%v. -

'thoughts about the

Sor herewith are a few fraqmentsbﬁﬁ ‘&4 II
‘states; ‘are being aired in

West, in particular about the United
Lithuania these days-

Oscar Miiéﬁ,

TSI;yQéEéGfThé'san of Polish
rize Winner for literature
gttér part of his life

Oscar Milosz has been dead fa
gentry and the uncle of the 1980 Nob
polish poet Czeslaw Milosz, Oscar: sp
in Paris. He was a poet, diplomat
first time he visited Lithuania’
although he never spoke Lithuanid
Milosz identified himself as:-a
inter-war yearsr his was & strom
Lithuania's interests. L

. .‘That makes him a hero toddy. Céllections of ‘his poetry had |
been translated and published ‘herg ‘glready: before the age of -
glagnost! He was therefore known to Lith riian readers. But as with ¥
many ‘historical figuresi a’part ig 3

inconvenient ‘to the Soviet:autho
public :hds been learning: about “nows o
work lave -appeared- in & Titerary weekly newepaper this past spring. "
Recollections of :some 6f Hig: houghts -- he did not write them down -
himselfs :they weré ‘recorddd by o heére -- were publigshed in two
issues of monthly-culty gagine’ for youth. f
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These writings have created a sensation. why? Oscar Milosz was
& . visiconary; a predictor of the  Apocalypse. Just before the
putbreak of the Second World War in 1939 -- and a few months before
his own death -- he related some of his visions to. personnel at the
Lithuanian embassy in Paris. History showed that his predzct1ons
were chillingly accurate. He predicted German aggression against
Poland, the wholescale slaughter of Buropean Jews, the deportations
eastwards of hundreds of thousands of Lithuanians. He predicted
that the. %1.S. would come to. the aid of the Soviet Union in that
Warr. that later Germany would be dividedr that a stranger
d;squletlng kind of peace would settle on Europe. He also predicted
many things that have not- vet habnened And that. as they sayr is
where our story beglns. EERI

- Oscar Milosz 61& not 11ke the Unlteﬁ States. For him the
United States was a. nmnster -In -3 .recent issue of the youth
wagazine, NemunaS, his views, were reprinted. I guote them here in
part. This is how he desgribed the U 82

"e..In the Unzted StatESr' a var1ety of materialists,
positivists stunt any k:nd of - idealistic sensibilities. It is
inexplicable -to me why Catholics. .are énchanted by this evil
country...This is -2 country. whigh contzadicts: the spirit of
the Gospel...In-a two~facded. manners freedom is glorified at
every step,:and at evéIY'stepr in'calculated: cold, determined
and cheating ways, the Splrlt of Chrzstianlty is be1ng rooted
out...Matters of the spirit are of no c<oncern in the U.S.
People are forced into such c¢onditions where there is only one
slogans "Time - Money!" Every inhabitant of the United States
-~ if he doesn't want to be ground down -- is forced to hurry
from morning to evening, to immorally speculater to
cheat...there is not even a moment left over to think about
the meaning of life, and about the great riddle -- death...”

Milosz also predicted that the end of the world would begin
in the United States.

"...the war of 1939 will long be over. New disasters will
scourge the earth; spxrltualr ecologicals economic. In places
the earth will tremble: in places water will flow, winds will
blowr volcances will erupt. rare comets will appear. People
will begin to talk of the end of the earth.,.. In the @ifficult
hour turn your eyes towards the U.S. It is here that the first
signs of the end of the earth will appear. A terrible
revolution will erupt in the U.S. The earth will not have seen
a revolution like it. The revolution of 1917 will lock like
the play of innocent children. The enslaved. exploited masses
in the U.S. will arise: they will be led by a gang of iron
gangsters:s at first supported by pillicnaires
themselves....Gangsterss open bloody murdererss having raised
a demonic flagr will take over and solidify their
power...Words escape me here. I dJon't even know what concepts
to nses because -they are not yvet in the current dictionaries.
A gqreat: powerfuls totally destructive weapon will fall into



IIN -~ 4

the hands of these gangsters. It will he enough to use only
a handful of this weapon: and cities will  turn to agh,
governments .willi fall, iron will melt into waxs stone will
catch.-fire as if.it‘wene3paperm,..With‘this”weanonr the U8
gangsters will.arroganktly.-threaten the whole word-.-all while
demand inq-great vavment and. talking about securing peace. But
at -some.point they will themsalves perish in the fires they
have started..." o

. This was +ust a small fraament; there wds much more of the
same in the article. As I read it over: I had to remind myself that
I was in Lithuania, .not Iran. What. intrigued ‘me 'was not so much
the piece. itself, pbut why it appeared nowr ‘what' did it say to -
Lithuanianss why was it important to them. None of the articles
gbout Milosz's predictions were published in some. guack.magazines,
but in respected: intellectua}l cultural -vub¥ications.  Several
people mentioned them to me; without great comment; but with the
a certain calmness that seemed to say . "Ameérica’ will get hers
someday. It's in the stars." This particular: gxcerpt appeared in
May, the month after President Bush said that 'fhe United States
would not impose.trade sanctions against the Boviet Union for the
blockade of Lithuania. I asked ny friends here +- couldn't such a
pieces at this timer be a unique form &f U.8: bashing? Nonsense,
they said. You forget that we are gt! winia Soviet svstem.
Manuseripts for monthlv magazines hawe & be turned almost half a
year advance: this issue was put togethfr sometime in earlv winter.

I grﬁdgingly accepted the expl&nﬁﬁibﬁ@fStillr I don't think
that I like Oscar Milos=z. L A

The Cradle efatﬁel.

I move on from apocalyvtic .¥idigne ‘to political theater. In
Mays the second_in a.series of two plays: Cradle of the Revolutions
had its wpremiere in Vilniue “University. (The. firstr called
Nostalgia for the Revolution, gppeared over a year ago. It outlined.
the birth of Saiudisg.) S

Like the first productions the .Cradle of the Revolution is a
puppet showr complete with a-cgst of Well-known political figures.
There. are. puppets of Lenins. Gor 16wy ‘Raisa .(these were all new;
a-year .ages it was still. te: »poke -fun “at them)r Stalin.
Marg: George Bush. a Lithuan e of America journalist, Romas
Sadolskiss Vytautas Lansber, . Razimlera Prunskiene -~ the 1list
goes on.. The.play: beginnir th:-theé-birth of Communism, outlines
Soviet. .attempts to keep uania: .in the Union. fThere ‘is

considerable dramatic licesms & the story line begins something

like this: -

iere; was Marxr who begat Lenins who was
lonely. So Marx took. out.ome of his own ribs and gave Lenin a
companion, who, ate: forbidden: fruit . in the garden of Eden. After
thats.they were both banished to Russiar where they had to make a
revolution.” o =

"In thé beginning there

-6 =
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There are some hilarious momentsr as when Vytautas Landsberqgis
has a dream where Russia asks to be inclupded into the mighty
Lithuanian stater and the’ 51tlzens ‘of Moscow beg to learn
Lithuanian and Landsbergis toys with the idea of renaming the
Soviet capital “Gedlmlnskas 'after a famous medieval thhuanlan
knight. y

My favorite scene was the rendltion of tlhe Bush-Gorbachev
neeting in Malta last Décember s Thé Bugh. and Gorbachev puppets are
perched on a ship that rocké Back and’ forth Gorbachev: holdlng his
stomach, gpits 1nto the wat"’r- B

Bush I say+ Misha: why are. yo B tlng 1nto the water°
Gorpbachev doesn't ans :
Bush looks at him agéd
spitting into the watef
Gorbachev doesn’t answe

Bush: Is something &
Gorbachev: Yeg!
Bushy Well., what g 1t
Gorbachev: It'ls. thos"
Bush: Ohs I see- 4He savs ncthlnqr vauses: then Splts 1nt0 the
water hlmselﬁ ) :

'éy: M;shar why are
ﬂsbltr you know.

The audience roared-_
"The statistics

That scene captured exactly how Lithuanians think the leading
statesman of the Wégtern world gees.them...But what do Lithuanians
think about his policies? For an answer to this auestions I no
longer . dabble in myst:cs or theater, but go straight to the
sociologists.

In early Juner the Public Opinion Research Center at the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences conducted an opinion poll on the
current political sitaation in the country. I inclunded two
guestions in *he survey. The first simply gauged how much direct
contact respondents had had with an American. This was to get some
senses if only roughly, how igolated the society really is. The
second was to get an idea of how people felt about American
policies regarding Lithuania. The survey was fielded between June
7 and June 1ir almost immediately after the Bugh~Gorbachev summit
‘meeting in the United. States. There were..1351. .respondents; the
entire interview, conducted personallys took about an hour.

, The guesticn- about views on- American policies was. formulated
together with some of the sociologists at the center. That
.excersize was almost as telling as the results themselves.

-7 =
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.----We_decided. that it would be a multiple choicer closed-end
auestion. That was simple and straightforward. enough. But when.we
came to formulate the alternative responses from which.people could
chooser we hit a snag. The negative variationss.such ag "T believe
that America could have helped us more" or "Bmerica helmed about
as mich as T thought that she would. What mOre can you expect?” (in
Lithuanianr this formulation carried a very sarcastic tone) were
all easy to come up with. But we had difficulties in trying to
frame positive responses; ones that reflected Support of American
pelicies, The researchers offered =z simple -varistion. "America
helped as much as she could". It was accetable 4s one alternative,
but I thought that an additional one 'was mneeded. T wanted a
statement that reflected the point of view that regardless of
whether the U5 could or could not help Lithuapiar.thé regspondent
believed that she was not obligated to, Bere the.researchers were
stumped. No matter how many variations we allicadme up with: they
all had .a.negative tone to them. If the US.could help Lithuania-
but @didnttr how could one express that in a.n trals never mind
positiver way? After half an hour: we agreed on ."I{ goes without
saying that America could not sacrifice her own dnterests.” It
wasn't exactly what I wanted, but it was clos€ enough.

we -and bad news. The
gt the overwhelming
hey had to find the

The resultsr I think, harbor both good;
good news -- an unexpected result -- was:
majority of respondentg: 56%, believed ‘that th
solutions to their problems themselves, I.was pledsed and surprized
by this finding,s because I had been: undér the impression that
Lithwania had become a very passive socigty, used teo having things
"given® or ‘“commanded” from abover and.unused Lo taking
responsibility for its own future. This \Jing contradicted that
impression. o LT

is mot very popular.

The bad news was that the United:gtate :
hought 'that "1t qoes without

Cnly 7% of the all the respondents- 1 i
saying that America had to defend her-gwn. interestg”. Many more -
~ 29% -- felt she could have done¢:'more ko -help Lithuanja. (I
combine both negative statements ".Apgerica could have dore more”

and "What can you expect" for this fiquge,). .

T " A L = T e B A b oy

Thege few glimpses offer only.scattered . impressions of how
the Westr particularly the USr ig perceived im Lithuania. From
these impressions one can already gense that the news is not good.
It could. .4f courser.be a lot worse. There is no overt, pelligerent
anti-Ameéricanism here. These resentmentss lilke 80 many otherss are
kept well under wraps. Soviet.belligerence this past spring showed

that Lithuanians have an, enormous.cppacity to keep their cool in

the face of open provocations. ...

But I Believé'fheréfﬁié,S£§fhs}biewihg inside. I wonder what
will happen when all the wraps will finally come off.

Best wishess
i

- 8B - \dj@{éwﬁ,
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PUBLIC OPINION RESEARCH CENTER

Vilnius Academy of SC1ences
Questions from a survey conducted June 7 - 14r 1990

Table 1. Questlon- Did you ever have the opnortunztv to talk tc an
Amerlcan?

Total Lithuanian . Nan—Lithuanian
% 2 %
7es _:;211 ... 23 14
Mo ' 7. - 18 81

No Answer R SRR S 4

Table 2. Guestion: HOW'dofﬂ§aiu&téﬂﬁh£:;9§?é‘Eﬁ;iciésnRegar&img
Lithuania? Co T e

_iqta;" " Lithuanian Non-Lithunanian

A R e e T Y S W - T T T T = Yy o e ke S A A W M S A S

America helped a great ‘
. deal 1 1 0
I think that America '

could have helped

us more 21 24 9
Aperica helped about as

much as T thought

she would. What

more can you

expect? 8 9 5
It goes without saying

that America could

not sacrifice her
. own interests 7 (7 13
We must concentrate in

‘ our own efforts more
and look legs to the

West 56 : 54 ' 64
‘Other Cpinion 1 1 2
‘No Opinion 4 3 - 6

- Bnd of Report -

-G
Received in Hanover 8/17/%0



