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Dear Peter;

The Yemen arzp Revublic (YAR) is not one of the world's
zreat hot spots for news.

During tihe 1960s, the eivil war attracted some journallsts
to the country. 3ut coverszge wasg spora dic. lew York Timeg corregpondent
Dana adamg Schmidt aptly entitled his book Yemen: The Unknown War,

The 1970s saw a fzir amount of voliticml turitoil. One
pregident wag overthrown by a military coup d'etat, and two others
were assassinated. Not uncommon for the Third World; though.

ind in 1962, there was an earthquake Doutn of Ssna'a.
Some 3,000 people were killed and about 400,000 left homeless. The

sovernment 1s trying to rebuild thoge villa ¢es, a story that gets
gome continuing press attentlion.

sut generally, north Yemen ig little noticed by the
international (i.e., western) media. The only reporter regulsrly
baged here worksg for the iiddle Eagt Timesg, a regional paper with its
neadguarters on Cyprus. Tass also hag an office here.

When Falestinian gloer@twon Orzanization (vLO) chairman
Yageir Arafat vigited Pana'a for five days at the end of last
month, after his expulsion from Tripoll, I expectea a flood
of “e”Oﬂters from Dig-name orgenizations, It didn't happen. I still
don't know why. nltuer the YAR government would net grant them visas,
or the reporters thought coming nere wasn't worth the trouble,

But at leagt the worla ¢id know that Arafat had gone to
Sana'a. The PLC has had its military headguarters nere *nca the
1982 evacuation of ueba“on (txe PLO political center is Tunisg)e. I
imagine a 1ot of _eople looked tﬂfOuau thieir atlages to 11nd where
the heck korth Yemen ig. Uh yesg, down there at the lower left ha eld
corner of the Arzbian peninsula —— puny country, isn't it?

However briefly, Arafat's visit put horth Yemen in
the news. sost press accountz fovussed on the main story —— Arafat's
continuing troubles holding the FLC together —— #nd zave little
thought to the itiorth Yenmen angle. ’

Why are PLO/YAR relations apvarently so cloge? What
king of feceptlon did the Yemenls zive aArafat? What problems can
this cause for the’ LOﬂtn Temenis? ,

I will attempt, on the baglg of some rather gketchy

inf Llon, to angwer thege guesgtiong. wost of my information
co me roi press accounts and a diplomatic source who has followed
thig m*tter closely.

Kenrieth Cline is a Village Reporting fellow of the Ingtitute

o)
currently studying o "sant life in Worth Ye
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Sgna'e vecame the £LC's military headquer ters after
the Seirut evacusation in the swanmer of 19C62. Some 3,000 PLC nen
took un regildence in a cump located zoout 20 mileg goutin of
Sana ' Coa

Despite its zenerzl supjiort for the rsiegtiamdan

zusge, the YAR ”OVefnmeﬂt s backing _or Arafat pergonally nas
wexed -ned. It waned.after the 1682 Beirut evacu atlon, but
oicke in when Arafat'g forces came under sieze in Tripolil

b:0¢ea L0 rebelsa
Diglike for Syria Ai“ht pley a2 role here,

Yemeni-Syrian reletiong were at their closest during
the eight vear civil war (1602-10) When royaligt forces besieged
the revubliceng in Sane'a during the winter of 1960—09, Soviet -
end Syrisn militery aid played a major role in lifiing the slege..

But the YiR-Syrian relzationship has Zone Cownhill since
then. Cne nogglble recson 1s that the Yeilenis moved closger to
roditional enemy of the Syriang. Exporting menpower, their
natural pes source, the Yenenis have gent & few goldiers 1o
with irag in its war with Iran. The only other arab country
that has Deen Jordan.

The Irazgis, in turn, have been very nice to lorth
Lemens They played an important role in mediating the 1979
border war vetween lorth Yemen ana the Feople'sg Democratic
Republic of Yemen (fb?i, or South Iencm)

In thet geme yeur, Ir wrovided the YAR with a
$300 million.loan to constract a uew teaching QOoy_tgl, a vomen's
dorm at Ssna'z univer 1tv, a centra ne&ltn 011r*c 1n gan a, a

h*
p
0]

i
and 2 number of Lrinsry r*cnoolsa

Whatever the motivationg, YaR backing for
strong prior to the Tripoli evacuation., Fosters of
Pregicent 4li Abdallah Salih were all over San"' .
arsfet and Salih standing in front of derugalemn's 1
the mzjor HMusglim shrine in that city.

sut arter Ar
Tripoll, = curlous thing hapsened. The YiR _resg fell silent until
the actual doy of his zrrivel. 4 @ood of uncertuinty gseemed to trke
hold of the Yeumenis.

On Dec. 26, arafat was met at Hodeldah port by the #inigter

f Local Administration.and the governor of the province, hardly &

ﬂo*al welcome. e wag immediately flown to ~ena's, while his

D

fat vegon galling off to liorth Yemen from

were trangported there in trucks. ararat wos not met 2t thie slone,
out wzs taken Ircem the alirport to tie :res' ent's nalace.
Salih and tae Drime minizter, sbcul 4ziz Abdul shani,

were on hQanc To welccme aArarlat.
s0th arefat and salin uttored, am ny diplomatic source
sut it, "tons of words sbout Arabd unity.'' They spoke in arabic.
- ihe Yeuenl pregident tullked zpeout the importence of
maint initg an indepencent PLO ''removed Irom nezemony and
He did not mentien Syrlia by nane, =lthough tae
,lchL‘dn was therc. ne ¢id, however, refer gpecific-lly 1o
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nention the 3Syrisns, vul
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say tiet smerican and israeli plots were bringing the Aral
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.0 '"'the error of factlional Kings.'' This striking phrage
arnarently meant that arab leaders were seeking to enhance their
oWl pover &t tdu expenge of the Arab nation, whatever tnat lS-

he left sanata for Tunie on Dec. 50, 4r
aore tines. ae :l:o convenec & snles L-
: ; ucs'-'e "eco utiong oné digeussged
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forelzm solicy has alwaeys beex Pelrly cauticus.
indebtec o so many nationg that it can't really
& 1imb on internctionzl igoues.
areb lsgues, it has to be coreful not to
meingtresm. The 1"_"1?',:, cependence wn
. he north, Saudl Arsbia, iz virtusily totol.
But the YaR's backing for Arazat at guch & delicsate
time in the rL0O'g history doesg tend to nudge the Yemenis into
ne sghoalg of.centroversy.

from press reports, it seems that Arafat's decigicn
to meet with Lkiubaralk was a personal initiztive on his vart. Cne
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day aZter the mesting, ~alestine Naticnal Louncil Lhairmen haled
Fzhoum condemned arszfzt for acting '‘'unilaterally,'' and without
consulting the rLO's executive comuilitee. Abu Ivad,.one of Aratat's
closest aides, declared from Tunis that the 1egt1n: weg ''controry
to the decisions of the Fateh central committee and of the ZLO

executive buresu.'’
That must worry the lemenis, Zeing on one siiz ol a
PLC ractlonal disgpute can be dangerous. '
oW donzerous depends on how Taz
world goes in its fasﬁfocnement with 2gyute.
£ing themgelives pac ne APED nalnst:eum.
znd economlc zccord W*uﬁ zvot last mon h,
ig now in Saudi arsbiz to discuss trade tles
sut the Zemenis must also _worry
betieen L0 Zoctions cn thelr goil. 1T thes:
1Lmekvene, or let the L0 mern shoot it out?
Jrouss begin to seek zllles zmongst the looa;

This seems to ve = deep feeling among many .rabs. < cousle of months
250, 1 met an bngl ish-speaking Yemenl in a restzursnt in Ibb. He sadd
he hod spent 26 years in England translating for areb defendants in
English courts. He was very ovitier about nhow the Arabs aave been
kicked around by the Great Powers. He blamed 211 'irab problems on
arod leaders. The .arsb secple want to ve united, vut are ryevented.
by rulers who ''will do anything Ior a dolicr;'' ne snld.
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ig not the most politically stzdle country in the world.*

Cne thing the Yemenls probably won't have toc worry
oout 1is paying for the upkeep of the PLO men. The YAR goverrment
gy, for all practical purposes, bankrupt. The usual patiern is for
he Saudig or other rich Arabs to foot PLO bills.

Saged on past exper 1epcv, it is 0gsib
increasec FLU pregence in horth Teilen will nave 1i
on the country

en with 3:
r COLu. y

+ 1s hard to gee now the FLC men ¢
nanpy here, Zor men uged to the mere liveral 1i
suritenical, fonilly-centered Yemen nugt e guit
Alsc, with ''the front'' so nany tho
111l they be zable to retaln any mili

er'e? They ar
spend year akth yenor nere s;mo7v trodning.
PLO lzzders L*u in such disarray, it will

the sclcliers nere to meintoin their digcipline
~\oz.nn, witn the PLO anyway). One can ceonceive
L T emele
De watching
ar thelr uriforms andé carr

be very ¢iffi

(never = very stron
of Zroups ofmtdeﬁ il QLQQ mischief 1
Byt the zovernment will

it is N0V 5 PLU men are zllowed to W

chat cTOﬁel’ As

ear
sung in their camp. Sut they ar germed wien they lewve COmp
The Yemenil zarmy and police opould De able to control them, at least
outglde the camp.

£

* * *

Aancther recent gtory Irom tiorth Yemen that mesy nzve
recelved gome internctionsal psress attention i1g the revports of
a possible oil discovery in the country's northeastern Jawf rezion.
The Yemenl press apparently got rather excited when
the Hunt Oll Conoany announced this fall plansg to drill explorator
apcut 70 kilometers west o* Meribe Larid was tde
L g“lC Sabaean dom, dut ig now very

~ e e A 'Hp i~ r Y AT an, 0
uncer: g § g s 3 ihe Tal

* The clrerdy viorpl Pout 2nd
avalt ; ot the cub: wwrerged
Srently mo“t“. Concrete ol oy A bcing
erected sgey'ae Jront drive. L0 hos

aade euohssd 50 nnel Just a little more edgy. They're not worried
~bout tie PLC per se. Put they aLL concered that, if PLO discipline
Drezxisg '-own, the PLO leaders won'wt be 2ble to con trol tnelr MEeT 4

w*An arsbic-gpesni imericen was stovved in thée" %}ee%on 2 uniformed

0
The P=] inien geid he woig 1 hod been fizhting since ne
NG ' of it. ne ted neln in getting fo the
secouse ; jete) Ln; i op no Srial in the
‘ e dinm.
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ny nope of supplementing
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1te exc ts would
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in ouuoeu:-; s lstence tc the TAR —-— thei azx
zovernment revenues woull Dde zreeted with pa
YAR currently imports °1L its npetroleum need
With = b=lance of payments del icit expected
for 1963, =iy help in converting some import
be o bleszing.

Several Yemenls have t0ld me there ig oil in Yemen,

but the Saudis prevent the ;emenls from getting at it. liogt
Cugerverg alsulss this =g typicol Yewenl pearsnois acbout tiedr biz
neiznbor to tie north. (4h, du s i

L
3ut is the:c o1l in

Zdwerds o sunt company nzd egsion
in Lortn Yemen gince 1661. A nunt sgubconirscior bezen a seisnic
zecloxzical survey a2t tict time znd finished the work in e:sprly 19E32.
1 I g osroulsing, to say the least, '’ seid Ldvwerds,
ex:__;nlag taat h =& strvey cainnot prove tThe existence of
rocarbons (o‘l or sns), only incicate the wposgsinility of thenm

De_m: wregente

This survey turned uy two gsitive fzctors. The
thickness of some gsections of rock gt indicated 2 potentisl
Tor nolding oil. Jeconcly, the rocks from the Hegorole era
(vetween T0 miliicn =ndé 220 million years ogo0), the sciie 2Ze as
thoge Tound necr the zZreat oil deposits in Szudi arsbia.

Edwerds saic that acrogs the Persian Gulf, in Iran,

ually found nesr rock girata Ifrom the fertiary era

18
(one million to 70 million yesrs 220). 3ut in the Arabian
veningula, ''we think the #egozolc 1s the wogt promising,'' he szid.

Runt wsg encourzzed enough by thisg survey to commit

about $6 million to the drilling of the irst test well. The oil
r fo0r thig test is now in the count“V, the COmuarny heg established
2 o on the gite, work ghould begin by the end of the nonth,
g QWCqu.
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sut Tue cok = King
: cement ' 2lvWerds would oot i
101 WOULd &0 to aunt or the <overhne
"uﬁl expected & zood return on its i
- ;Il

“dWarés 17 tuis Has

Zor ¢ll, since worl¢ _riceg zre de_.resg
I dcn't consicer ;

sald. At tiedir peak-in 1861, oil
Edviards =dded ti:at-the .iunt coul
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g were zbout =5 = harrel.
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once made good money when




cil was at 3 a barrel."’
“e ¢ig azree that ''the cosgt could be fairly hizh to
zet it out.' ) N
: here =are no psved roads west of murlo g0 the company
or sovernment will have to tulld some. There is no refinery in
North Yemen (there is an old one in aden, copitsl of South ¥Yemen),
so the crude will unave to e exported to a refinery in ancther
country . 3ut there iz nresently 1o QWJel*‘e to carry the cr ude.

The Zemen Cil l"llf’eri.ls Lor .O.C'E.u..Oﬂ (.{CLXL.LM(JO) aas
»lang te bulld a wsipeline om the gmall iec Sea port of Szlif,

north of doceidah, to

» Ihis would pe dor imported finished
petroleéunm roducts no 1

tie country by itrucks.
oullne cculd be uged to pump
wnen it wagn't being used for the
cive will be rather.smsll, the dunt conpzny
s own, he said,
s emphatic thet if Euntvfouﬂﬂ '‘'"world class'
1y big Tfield), the couneny would be :
ke the necessary invesiments to zet the crude to market.
There are gome skeptics in Sana's wio say Hunt 1s doing
only encugh work in the Jawl to Leep. its concesslun alive. Thege
peonle z1lso wonder il the 3eﬂenn1ally foreign eYCﬁ:ch~SﬁaCVed
overnnent can mugter tiie regources for infrastructure improvemsnts
wejor find would regulre.

s
cruce towasrd S=211i7,
aports. secauge thi
would uneve to dulld
Zdwards s

0il in Yemen (meaning =
hepoy to s

Only time —— =znd an actual: -oll discovery -—- will tell,
if tegtg in the first well are jositive, the results

could come as early as tills sizy, s2id Edwards.
' i1e Yemenls will surely be walting with baited breath.

Sincerely,

7 0 C/ ,
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pendix: Rumors of Wer?

I zm writing inconveni
12. The enbossy is cloged tomorrow,
¢f checking thie rumors I zm repeat.
Yezterdoy, I ge;: two “eOUle
here thzt thers heg Deen gome serious '
YTemeni/Scudl srcbian border. Sometime -
50 tne gtory zoesg, the 3Saudis grabbed

the border. The Yemenls then moved troops up
soule ...,cU(l Vi 11
So it
a word zboutl this.
Thig is the sort of situation cou
news media get themselves into. Jor yOllt;CEi
ermment won't tell you winat's zoing on. But
streets xnow semetiiing *g uDe <0 the rumors do
Apparently, Yem enl/Saudi border inciden
uncommon,. This could be just one more minor cne in
it could =zlso De gomething a bit more seriouge.
: The nmogt con ¢hcing explanation I've he:srd is that,
ihatever really happened, the Yeaenls are using it 28 an excuge
to move more troons up to thelr northern frontier. Why would they
want to do that? To protect their new oil Giscoveries, of course.
Oh no. Round and around we £0, back to where we
started -- those storieg =zbout how the Saudis are out to prevent
the Yemenig from getting at their oil,
Diplomats scoff at this idea. Why wou
71

are not
a 10;@ serieg.

k
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begrudze the Yemenis a it o o0il revenue (0uce
there ig o0il in Yemen)? Do tney msnt to keep na;
enormoug subsidieg forever?

The usual story is that Saudi-supsidi
(meny tribal shelkhs were in the pay of the Saudi
"'il war; some people think they still zre) hrnve 1

a SSL{‘"lll’lc'

Yemenig

:4

to discourzge the oil explorztion efforts.
1 know one pergon who actually tolked ©0 sgomeone
ical survey. The gtory is turnt the survey
gome oF itg venicleg vendalized. The incldents
I ]

-

C L
cetually aurt ihe surveyors, but just

I zut the question to

to srevent ~unt Jrom e::lc:;:; for «

cact, sucg—zﬂa—u-Cu o sheliih nes
K TR
nelpiul, 8lC.,
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