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Dear Peter, )

This newgletter examineg the attitudes of Turkigh

villagers toward some of the majer cultural issuesg in Turkish

gociety -~ religien, wegtern-style televigien pregrams, secular -
education, and marriage. At the end, I explere the questien of

hew villagers feel abeut themselves as villagers, their self-cencept,
when they enter the mere gephisticated urban envirenment. My material
ig taken from interviews conducted in feur Turkish villages and
towns. One village, Gelcuk, is lecated in Thrace, er Eurepean
Turkey. The other three —- Akkigla, Sarieglan, and Incesu —

are gituated in Central Anatelia near the city ef Kayseri,

Some of the evidence is ambigueusg, but I do detect
one everriding theme. It seems te me that Turkish villagers
_generally have beceme cemfertable with wegtern netiens ef technical

and scientific pregress. That is net te say they have become less

. Islamic; en the centrary, they are prefoundly attached to their
religion. But Turkish villagers have been able te integrate western
metheds —— if net valueg —- inte their lifestyles more easily than
have the neighbering Arabs. The Turks strike me as less legalistic
and mere practical -- less bound by the tyranny eof traditien.

! - After vigiting twe Arad ceuntries -~ Egypt and Nerth
Yemen —— and then traveling in Turkey, I can make ene claim with
cenfidences the Turks are different.

* * *

When I arrived in Turkey during the summer of 1984,

I vigited the American embasgy in Ankara te inferm them of my plans
'te write abeut Turkish villages. Mest of theidipemsaiensiinviedwed
the technical details abeut acquiring the necesgsary permits. But

I alge feund a let ef interest in a pessible resurgence of Islamic
fundamentaligm in Turkigh villages. Many ebgervers had cemmented

~en thig phenemenen in the urban centersg, but nebedy had a geed handle
- en what was happening eut there in the villages. Hew did the
villagers feel abeut these issues?

, Firgst geme backgreund. Mest ef my readers are
“prebably familiar with the story of hew a general named Mustafa

Kemal emerged frem the chaeg ef Werld War I te beceme the dictater

of medern Turkey and gteer the ceuntry firmly in the directien

of gecularism. He abeligshed the veil fer wemen, replaced the Arabic

Kenneth Cline is a Village Reporting Fellew ef the Institute
studying rural life in Turkey
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alphabet with the mere practical Latin letters, began a maBs1ve
pregram ef secular educatien te replace the traditienal Quranic
scheols, and created a medern, thereughly gecular state en Eurepean
lines. Thig general, whe adepted the title ef Ataturk, °'‘'Father of

the Turks,'' was always very clear en the polnt that pllltlcs and
religion de net mix. ''The matter ef religious belief is everycne s
persenal business,'' he ence said. ''Nebedy can ferce anyene else

te accept a relizien er sect. Religien er sects must never be used
as pelitical instruments.''

With a passivity that seems rather astenishing, in
tetrespect, the Turkish peeple accepted these changes. But a
backlash was inevitable. During the late 1970s, a rlght wing,
rellglous-lnfluenced group, the Natienal Salvatien Party, became
an impertant ferce in parliament. It called fer the ingtitutien
of geriat (Islamic law) in Turkey and its leader, Necmetin Erbakan, used
varEous -excuges te aveid attending the cugtemary memerial ceremenies
at Ataturk's mauseleum. That last prevecatien enraged the mllltary,
which has always seen itself as the guardian ef Kemalism, Ataturk'g
secular philesephy. Altheugh the military takeever ef 12 Septembcr
1980 was primarily aimed at destreying the grewing leftist
1nsurrect19n, the generals made a peint ef arreating Erbakani
Re temainsg under sene ferm e¢f detentien te this day.

Echeing Ataturk's earlier preneuncements, the head
ef the new military government, General. (new Presldent5 Kenan
Evren, speke at a religieusg institutien in Kenya and said that
effective gevernment ig impessible ''if relgion is mingled with
the affairs of gtate.'' Ag far as Evren is cencerned, '‘'the natiens
of teday cannet be geverned with 1 »200~year-eld ruleg.'’

Be that ag it may, polltlclans the werld. ever knew
that rellgleus identifieation canrbe pepulars - . Turkey's civildan
prime minister, Turgut Uzal, whe came te pewer in the 1983 electiens,
has allewed his ruling Anavatan (Metherland) Party te play up te
religieug sentiments with varieus publicity stuntsi :

* Minister ef Educatien Vehbi Dincerler ferced female
gymnastic students te wear baggy pants instead ef their custemary
tights during the Natienal Sperts Day celebratien en Mgy 194 1984.
Dincerler alse leudly preclaimed that he weuld prov1de Arabie
coursesg in the universgities, even theugh many universities already
effer such ceurseg. In anether ned te relizien, he anneunced that
cengervative Muslim female gtudents weuld be allewed, fer the flrst
time, te wear head scarves at the univergitiess

Teurigm Minister Mukerrem TagcieZlu klcked up a
mighty fuss during the summer when Wit warned that legal actien might
be taken againgt fereign teurists whe attempted te sunbathe nude en
Turkish beachege The teurigsm 1ndustry pretested gse leudly that
TagcieZlu had te retreat. ''I den't care whe wears what,'' he
later teld the press. '‘'What I sald was interpreted wrengly.''
* State-ewned Turkisgh telev1slon banned beer
cemmercialg. o

* - After heated debate, a. mosgue was built en the
premises of the Turkigh parliament. The Anavatan alge intreduced
a bill previding heavier penalties feor peeple naking *tingulting
remarks against Ged er the Prephet.''

* The gevernnent allewed twe Islamic banks te begin
eperating in Turkey, althourh they are effieially classified as
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''special finance ingtitutiens,''
g0 sensitive is the gevernment --
abeut the Iglamic label., ,

Watching thege
events unfeld, western ebservers
naturally began éraw1ng
comparigens w1th neighbering
Iran. Oeuld a Khemeini-type
rige te pewer in Turkey?

Hence, all the interest:in
what the villagers thou.ht
abeut these matters.

In general, ene
can say that the Turkg have
shewn a renewed interest in
religieus matters. After the
1980 takegover, the gavermment
decided te reintreduce
cempulgery religien classes
in all Turkigh sehocls, the
idea being that mere pieus,
traditienal-minded yeuths
woeuld be less suseeptibleﬂto
Cemmunigt ideelegy., When he A
wag ence asked if he feared an IR
Iglamic revival in Turkey, Evren
gaid, ''Definitely net, If we
had feared that, we weudd net
have added religieug lesseng - i P _
te the eurriculum in eur Incesu in Central Knatclia. Men

:\

gecular scheelg.'' - perferm their ablutieng befere

It is alge true - entering ‘the mesque, which was
that the number of megques and built in the 17th century.
speClal rellglous gscheels hasg . Edueated, urban Turks may be .
been increasing. In 1981, indifferent te relizien, but
Turkey had 55,000 mesques of Iglam retaing a prefeund held
all gizes, 365 gcheelg fer ‘en peeple in rural areas, like
preachers, and 2,700 autherized Incegu,

religieus gscheelg where the -
currlculum ig baged en the Quran.

Popular piety has S
always been gtreng in the rural areage 'In the tewn ef Sarieglan (pep.
3,500}, lecated: in Central Anatelia 65 km nertheast ef Kayseri, I
talked with 19-year—eld Sener Ogman, whe werks as a butcher. Accerding
te Sener, a mysterieug light can be seen '‘enly en Priday nights''
M a hlll a few kilemeterg frem the tewne

"Some Muglim hcly men are buried near there, ge the

peeple of Sarlo;lan are afraid te ge there,'' said Sener. ''They
think thig light is cennected with rellglon. The light gzees frem
west te east en the meuntain.'' When I asked Sener if he had ever

seen the mysterieus light, he. -replied that he hadn't, but '‘my father
teld me abeut it; he hasg seen thisg light. When the eld peeple sit
dewn, they talk abeut the llght."

"'But why den't yeu just ge to the hill and see feor
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yeurself?'' I agked hlm ''It's tee dangereus," he replied. ''I
might get paralyzed ' -

Paralyzed’ Thls led te ane ther ef Sener s storles.
It seems that. ene Sarleglan man lives near a cemetery and had the
habit ef puttlng water sutside his heuge in pang every night se
the: gpirits living nearby ceuld perferm their Iglamie ablutlons
befere praying (spirits are already desd; why de they need te
pray?). One night, the man ferget te put eut hig pans ef water.
He wag vigited .in hig dreams by a spirit whe warned him net te
neglect this duty. But the man teld the spirit he weuld de it :
"tomerrow." As a result, '‘'he weks up the next merning. paralyzed
1n hig left. side and he new walks with a cane.'’

Clearly, spirits are net te be trifled withe

o * *

] . Lidtfd ¢etindilger, 45, is the heca (rellﬂleus teacher)
ofﬁGblcﬁk, ‘a swall village of 800 peeple lecated in Thraee 10 km a
nerthwest of Jarkey, a: resert tewn en the Sea ef Marmara. A rather:
shert man with a roly-poly bedy and basset heund-~eyeg, he leads.

the prayers and lect®ures an tlie: ‘Quran in Golcuk's two~gtory-high
mesque, which the villagers themselves built in. 1962,

Altheugh being heca is his ''legal'' jeb, fer whieh
he recelves a gevernment salary, Ty, Mre cetindilzer alse ewns a small
farm in Gelcik. °''I have lots ef time te deal with my farming
actxv1t1es," he gaide The day I.and my 1nterpreter vigited him,

Mr, Qetlndﬁlger was: bu31ly engaged in pruning the branches ef the
trees in the mesque's yard. A skill with teels seems te run in the
family. His father had been a carpenter. When Ataturk required
that Turks adept family nameg, hig father incerperated the werd
dhlger *'carpenter,'' inte hise.

Mr, Cetindilger was dellrhted te zbanden his pruning
acthltles temperarlly and shew ug areund the gimple but tasteful
interier ef the mesques We sat dewn en the carpeted fleer and had
a little chate I had been a bit uncertain aboui;questloning him en
religieus matterg. But it turned out that Mr. getindilger was
abgelutely ‘thrilled that I weuld ask him these quesgtiens and actually
write his answers dewn in. my netebeek,as if his cemmentg were very
impertant, Clearly, this did net happen te him eVeryday. :

A @6lclk native, kir. (etindlilger attended primary
scheel there and then left the village te attend what he called
'*Jjunior'' religieus scheel. The curriculum ef this scheel mugt
have been. limited becauge he did net learn any Arabic there. He
said he picked up his Arabic in ‘'private llessens.'' As far as I
ceuld tell, Mr., ¢et1ndulwer - knewledge of Arabic was cenfined mestly:
te prenaneiatleﬂ; Iden't thlnk he really understeed the grammar . ..
or much eof the vecabulary. When he pPreacheg te his cengregatien, he
reads from the Quran in Arabic and then explains the passages in
Turkishes * ''There are Turkish cemmentarieg en the Quran,'' he saide
''Befere giving the lecture, I study the commentarles te noke sure
Idon't make any mistakeg,''

- T asked Mr. gGetindlilger hew he felt abeut. secularimmr
in Turkey. '‘'The Turkish peeple are net fanatical -abeut:religien, '7
he replied. '‘Religien ig a divine thing; ‘it is between §od and. .
human beingse.. - Secularism is geed and, as a heca, I am entirely in
faver ef it. Secularism can be taught with religien.''
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On the ether hand, he did have gome regervatiens,
''Religien enceurages peeple te fellew certain gecial rules,''
he saide ''But under secularism, peeple semetimes ferget the
religieus rules. Se gemetimes they de things agalnst the religieus
rules. That's the enly thing I'm against.

‘'For example, leek at women's clethes. Althcugh
we are Iglamic, seme wemen wear miniskirts and T-ghirts. That
leads te adultery and adultery is regarded as a big sin in the
Iglamic religien. Wemen mustn't shew the attractive parts of
their bedies te men.'' (It is interesting that Mr. ¢etindulger
went en in seme detail abeut exactly which parts ef the female.
bedy are ''attractive;'' ‘but I'll leave that euts)

**'Did yeu ‘appreve .¢f the Natlonal Salvatlon Party”"
I asked. ~ =

''As a gevernment efficial, it is ferbidden for me
to suppert any-efficial party. The Natienal Salvatien Party was
marketing itself as a religieug party and seme of itg representatives
were fanatlcs, some were buslneSSHen, and geme were really geed
mens That's all I can say abeut this party.''

When I agked Mr. getlndulger hew he felt about
Khemeini, he again became rather evagive, prefacing many ef his
remarks with ''It is gaid «..'' or ''It ig rumered ...'' My
interpreter Ihgan explained that Mrs Qetlndulger prebably dees
net read many newspapers and mest likely picks up his infermatien
(and epiniens) when he zees inte tewn and chats with religieus
colleagues.

''"I den't know much abeut Khemeini,'®' Mr. Qetlndulrer
Began, ''but it is said he is the leader of the Shiite Muslims.''
Like megt Purks, Mr., (etindlilger is a Sunni Muslim and net naturally
well-digpesed te the Shiites. ''I knew gsemething abeut this Shiite
gect. I ean't take Khemeini as a geed religieug man because he
is enceuragzing the nensenge 'brother fight' in Iglam'* — a.
reference te the Iran/Iraq War -~"egpecially during the religieus
festivals when enemieg.must cease fighting and recencile all
digputesg between them.

But Khemeini is never willing te cease the 'brether
fight.' Fer these reasens, I den't appreve of Khemeimi. I} is
rumered that he has made seme centributiens te the Islamic rellvlen,
but I den't know what they are.'' '

. Perhapsg the mest ;nterestlnr cemment Mr. Qetlndulver
made came in regpense te a quegtien abeut hig epiniens regarding
American pregrams and meviem shewn en Turkish televisiens. ''I am
an Iglamie man and I can't criticize Chrigtians,'' he began
cautieuslyes But — ''I am against pregrams like 'Dallas because -
they demeralize eur mcrallty values and prepegate nudism as if it
were 1mportant.

‘ : "Although 80 percent ef them are harmful, I like te
see geme American mevieg. Fer example, I like seme science fictien
filmg abeut space. becauge they teach human beings te discever new
ways te live in a cemfertable way. - I like 'Star Trek' with Mpe
Specke. This kind ef mevie helps pe0ple te think and it helps te
nake people prﬁductlve by teaching them these new ways.'"

These last few remarks tell a let abeut Iglamic
thlnklng in Turkey teday, hew. it cembines traditienal Jaerality
with seme western netiens ef scientific pregress. Mibeccel Kiray,
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Children in Gelciik. Like their elders, they grew
up learning the Quran. But they alse watch 'Star Trek'
and 'Dallas' and receive a secular educatien.

an anthrepelegist at Istanbul's Marmara University, believes that
*'fundamentalist ideelegy teday deesn't have anything te de with

the Islamic fundamentalism ef 100 years age.'' Iraditienal Islam

is fatalistic, she gaid, ''fatalistic in the .genge that Ged is
emnipresent, Mehamed is his representative, and the gpiritual

werld ig the real werld fer which we have te werk. In thig material-
istic werld, you have teo be geed and centent. This means fatalism ——
den't try te change, be true te yeurself, suid be at peace.''

But Mrs. Kiray has neticed that fundamentalist ;
sermong en Turkish televigien teday '‘emphasize that te be a geed
Muslim, you have te woerk hard and legk for new paths. Yeu must
be true te your werd, but at the same time, cempete and pass the
ethers. It beils dewn_te this: the spiritual world is impertant,
but this werld is equally impertant. Te be accepted as a geod
Muslim in the spiritual werld, yoeu have te do as geed as you can
in this werld. . . L oL . . ‘
'*I believe thig is geed Calvinism,'®' she said with
a laughe - R , : - .
**The philesephy fer teday ig stirictly fer an
industrial geciety. Se whether you are fundamentalist er net
deesn't really make much difference. Fundamentalism teday preaches
change, because anybedy whe deesn't accept chiange can't survive.''

) ) Mrse. Kiray has cenducted many studies of Turkish
village lifes In 1965, she surveyed four villages abeut what wam
cengidered haram, er ferbidden by Islam. The answers she received
‘'had nething te::de with the classic teachings ef fundamentalist -
dslam,'' she saide Fer example, 19th eentury Islamic literature
is full.ef discussiens abeut whether wegtern, er infidel, machinery
ig bad. ''Se ; repeated the questien: is machinery sinful? That
wag the enly time I genfrented the pessibility they might threw
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me out of the village, They stgod up. ‘'What de yeu take us fer,
teacher?. Are we crazy er stupid?' Se the cencept of machinery
belng haram wag 100 percent gene«''

T .. Mrs. Kiray feund that the V1llagers had a practical
attitude toward other gsuppesedly haram activitiese. Altheugh the ,
Quran specifically condemnsg usury, , the villagers said that charﬁ‘mg
interest was akay if dene by gevernment banks. Nluglims have
traditienally regarded the use of human images -- paintings, 3
phetezgraphs, ete..— ag being an insult te Ged, but these villagers
appreved of phetegraphsg ef weddings, festivals, and ef their sons
in m1lltary uniferm. ''My last questien was abeut alcohollc
beverages. And what de yeu thlnk they said? 'It'g a sin, but
we drlnk - everyday.''’

Mrg. Kipay agreed that Turkigh peliticians are
manipulatlng religieus sentiments fer their ewn purpeses. '‘'Political
organlzatlens are tryinr te use any differentiatien te make
themselves inte establlshed and accepted zreups. These groups
uge religien as ene ef geveral metheds ef differentiatien, businesg
and trade activities being ethers.'' But she neted that even '
Turkey's biggest religlous party, the Natienal Salvatien Party,
had becn keen en premeting heavy industry.

, * Ferhunde Uzbay, a secielegist and demegrapher at
Istanbul s Befazigi. University, said that medern
religieus fundamentalism in Turkey is a respenge te medern
problems ''It's net geing backward, actually," she said.
*'It's using. rellgion fer geme soclal and ecenemie preblems.
Retupning te: religieus activities ig helplng individuals te selve
their preblems in the medern werld. It's net that peeple are
geing backward, but they are using religien fer the preblems ef
an underdeveleped ceuntry.''

* * %*

Ag anether example of changing attitudes in rural
Turkey, there i a stery teld by Fevzy, 33, ene ef my 1nterpreters.
After Fevzy graduated frem high scheel in Incesu in
1969, he went te werk as a teacher in the tewn ef Himmetdede, 48
km nerthwegt ef Kayserl. **I feund the beys just sitting areund
in cafes; they weren't deing. any sperts. 3Se I started a sperts
club and seccer team, I got some beys tegether and we beught
unifermg. Then I went te Kayser1 te talk te anether team abeut
having a matche .I said my team weuld pay their way te Himmetdede
and give them feed, but they must net win the game. I was afraid
my team weuld be tee disappeinted if they lost their first game.
The Kayserl team said alright.
 %%Ag the day ef the game appreached, the tawn heca
callked me in fﬁn a talk. He sald seccer was un~Islamie en three
ceuntse. One, there is a religieus stery abeut the martyr Hugsein's
head being kicked back. and forth.= Twe , seccer. ig a trick ef the .
unbelievers becauge the Engllsh invented feeotball and they are o
unbelievers. Third, he didn't want the girls te see the beys
running areund in their feethall sherts.
. ''Well, I said I weuld ge see the geverner in
‘Kayserie The ggca Sald, 'Yau re an unbellever and he is tee e
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For awhile, the dispute
pelarized the tewn. °'‘'Ihe young
generation was againgt the heca; they
wanted te play. “They gaid that if
the heca was against feetball, they
wouldn't zo te the mesque. Flnally;
the hega said, 'Okay, yeu can play,
but the .young ladies can't watechs''’

Fevzy's team went on.
te play many matches in the area —-
enthusiagtically, if net well -—-
and encourage nearby villages te
ferm teams.

* B *

Electrlclty began
reaching rural Turkey in the 19608,
Gelcik was ene of the last villages
te benefit -~ in 1980. Because
electricity means televisien, it has
had a s1gn1f1cant effect on village
culture. At night, the men gather: at
the coffee heuse te watch telev151on,
and the wemen g0 te a neighber's heuge,
The eutside werld has reached Goleuk.

The peeple in Gélcik
like televigien se mucﬁ that they
have rushed enward te keep up o
with the latest trendse. 4ecording & G'10Uk v1llager. Nete the sash

te Cetin Kaya, 25, videe is new and baggy pants —— traditienal
thegbig thing, *'videe hag rural Turkish cestumes

greater appeal than televigien

because it is new,'' said petin.

*'Saying 'I’ watehed videeo teday’
gives great prestlre te people."_ Yet, despite this enthusiasm

fer the technelegy, people in GelcUk and in ether villages

express cencern abeut the centent ef the pregramming their famllles
new watch. In this realm mere than any ether, they gee traditienal
values threatened,

"'Televisien is demeralizing the peeple," said Petin's
father Nebi Kaya, 52, Mr. Kays particularly digappreved ef shews
like ‘'‘Dallas.’'' ''These programs are goed from the respect ef
enteriainment, but .as they are demorallzlng the peeple, I call them
bade If I were in the prime minister's shoes, I would never let -
the peeple watch these shews threugh such an impertant means of mass
cemmunicatien as televigien, esgpecially the enes shewing sexual
freedom, trickery, and unreliable people.,'’

. Beker gahar, 67, ef Garipce, a village near Incesu_
in Central Anatella, felt the same waye ''I see a let of things
on televisien that are against our village. traditiens,'' he saide
"Fer example, beys and’ girls klss1ng each ether and making leve
in.the bed. This is 100 percent against eur traditiens. I den‘'t -
llke to gee the ladieg en TV taking off their clethes. Fer example,.




gometimes I watch televisien with the wemen in my family. When
they start kissing en TV, the wemen leave the reem, I am go
embarrassed abeut that. 1 want Turkish films te show our life

in Turkey witheut kissing and sexual situatiens. De yeu ever see
men)and wenmen klssln’ in Turkey?'' (My answer weuld have te be
ne. .
M. $nhar added that he liked seme Amer ican fllms,, ?
Y'hut I don t remember their names. ‘'What abeut cewbey meviesg?'’
I.agkeds ‘'I den't understand them,f' he replled. - ''That's net

ife in Turkey.''
our Lite On %hefether hand, Talib Kallnkara, 58, in Sarieglan

imed that *'everybedy in Turkey likes ‘'Dallas.’’ ‘Some people
ﬁiﬁed their caﬁfeergeuses and shops ‘'Dallas.'' They named their
children after the actors and actresses. -‘Dallag' is better'?nan
'Plamingo Read.' We alse like ‘Little House On The Prairie.
It seems that many Turks have the same attitude
toward steamy 'Dallas® that they have toward alcehol —-— 1t'
sinful, but they enyey it anywaye. -

%* * *

One key index ef secial change in Turkish villages
has been the acceptanee of gecular education. Teday, enly abeut
1,000 eof Turkey's 36,154 villages lack a primary scheel, Befere
1924, enly five percent ef villages had tradltlonal Quranic sehools
and nene had medern secular enes. ,

Gelcuk has had a primary scheel since the. late
1920ge It's similar te mest village scheels — a gimple, sparsely-
furnished, ene-gtery structure with a bust ef Ataturk eut fremt,

It usually has between 70 and 80 students. The five teachers live
in the nearby teown ef SJarkey and cemnute te werk in the memnings.

When the weads are blecked with snew in the winter, the v1lla¢ers

will put them up.

'*“We are very pleased with the scheel,'' ald Nebi
Kaya. ‘'°'It's wery useful fer all the peeple., In fact, we wish
we had a.university.’'' A university in G¥lcuk? I suspected Mr.
Kaya ef making a little jeke. But later, my interpreter Ingan,
whe knews the family well, said that Mr. Kaya had been dead serieus —-
if rather unrealistic -- in his remark. "In Turkey, everyene
wants scheels and is mad abeut studylng, -paid Ihsan.

Mr, Kaya's sen (etin wasg cr;tlcal of his cempatriets
in eastern Turkey, traditienally the country s peerest and mest
backward reglnn, because they were net as enthuslastlc abeut ,
educatiens @etin did hig military service in Agri. in the eagt; the
army has a habit ef statloning beys frem the west in the east, and
vice versae getin ebvieugly thought the people in Agri were real
bumpking. ' Because of their religieus creeds eperating strictly,
the parents in the east den't send thelr children te gcheels,'' he
saide ''Alse, they are afraid ef the aZa'' —- tribal chieftain =
''and g0 -den't send the children te scheel. The aXa thinks that
if the children ge te scheel'' —- uging a Turkish expreggien —-
'their eyes will be epened.’'!. Cetin related with appreval hew
geveral villages in the Agri district epened scheels immediately
after the 12 Segtember 1980 military takeever.

sterically, v1llaaers in Central Anatolla s in the
Kayseri reglcn, have been gugpicieus eof secular educatien. In
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Secular educatien in rural Turkey is
here te stay. Abeve, Gelcuk's primary
scheal. At left, a primary scheel
gtudent in Sariezlan wearing the black
shirt and white cellar cemmen te such
students all ever Turkey.

1940, the goevernment establighed a system of teacher training scheels
knewn as Villaze Institutess. Fer beth beys and girls in rural
areag, these sclieels, which were alge situated in the ceuntryside,
effered a five-year curriculum eof academic subjects and »ractical
courses on sanitation and simple technelegy. The youths were then
sent back te their villages te serve zgs primary scheel teacherwm.

They often enceuntered intense nestility frem censervative peasants,
a gituatien vividly - described by Mahmut Makal in his beek 4
Villagze In Anatella (Lenden: Vallentine, ditchell & Ce., Ltd., 1965).
fiakal's acceunt of backward cugtems in seme villages west of Layseri
created such a sensatien when if first appeared in Turkish that
Makal was briefly jailed for subversien, .

The village ef ikkigla (pep. 5,000), lecated 70 im
nertheast of Xayseri, was desiznated as the site of a teachers
training scneol in 1934, accerding te 5l-year-old Ismall Metin,

a farmer and assistant te akkigla's mayer. (I suspect that :ire

Metin had his dates wrong —— maybe it's 1944 -~ and this was zctuazlly
a Village Ingtitute.) ''The old peeple didn't want the schoel

here,'' scid dre Metin. ''They theught it was'' —-- using a cellequial
expregsion implying subvergive foreign influences —- ''‘coming frem
abread.''' Rebuffed by the residents ef Akkigla, the government '
instead duilt the scheel in Pazareran, 45 km 3swzye. Ag their zttitudes
toward the new scheel changed, the deeple of akikigla began sending '
their children there, which was difficult because of the lack of
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A scene at Incesu's restered 17th century caravansaray.
Before the republic, women in Turkigh villages had
almest ne access to educatien. Teday, the 1111teracy
rate fer Turkish wemen is still a very high 52 percent,
cempared te 25 percent fer men. But new, village girls
generally attend at least primary seheol. Fer Turkish
wemen, by the way, this type eof veiling is cemparatlvely
rare; it simply shewg that some eld habits die hard.

roads.

The peeple of Akkigla did net make that mistake
again. Teday, the village beagts three prlmary scheels and ene
middle scheel. ° ''New, everybedy wants his child te ge te scheel
and get a geed future —— even peer peeple ge te gcheel,'' said lir.
Metln. i n earlier times, educatien was net se impertant. Ve
want eur ehildren te get a higher education and make themselvesg
knewn in seciety. If they want te ge te scheel, we are tegether
with them. If net, their enly eppertunity is te farm and feed
animalse'' . ’ , :

Mr. Metin neted with appreval that 30 yeuths frem
Akklgla new attend university and ‘'lets go to high scheel.''
But 1t's in the pursuit ef pest-primary scheel educatien that
villagers enceunter serieus preblemg in Turkey. Higher scheels
are overcrewded and eften located far frem the villages. Fer
example, Nebl Kaya in G@lcik has five children. O0f the three
beys, enly getin attended the ‘high scheol in $arkoy, he new works -
in a government effice in Istanbul and 18 the famlly s great
success stery. .- :
: getln 8 l7—year—eld brother Recai has had a more
dlfflcult tlme. Unsnccessful in getting a place in the OVercrowded
high scheel in gark®y, Recai. has been: ferced te attend anether
scheel in a tewn 23 km away. $arkey, by centrast, is only 10 km
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away from Gelclk. another of getin's brothers, 2l-year-old Kadir,
is now in Cyprus doing his ﬁllltary service. He has only a primary
school ecucatlion and glwns to work on nig father's farm when he
returng from the zrny. :

yetén s two sisters; Sermin, 19, =nd Gonea, 13
attenced the G6lclk Dflmwfy school, oput pursued thelr educ ati
noe Turither. gerﬂ;n is now morried snd livi ing in 9<*¢oy, The:
nusband, also 2 $Olclk native, works as a Jr’son ﬁuc_d. petin snid
his father would ncve been willing to centinue Gonca's educatilon,
''"hut vecauge she is 2 zirl znd the scheool is far QW“J in Jarkdy,
ae didn't.'! o ‘
Th~~'s not unasual. in Turkey, only two percent of
tie women receive z unilversity sducation ”“L this twe nercent conesg
from the urban elite. Village zirls now usuzlly atten d Drimary
gcnool, except in tne ecstern rezions, but rarely zo beyond that.
according o 1975 fligureg, 52 percent of all Thr;lsn woien are
l*llteruue, compared te 25 percent oI tihie Jen. -

Villaze zirls who do seck more out of life encounter
;OclaL roblems. 4ccordinzg to getln ﬁwy~, only two zirls from
Golcuk nav e attended the nl*h gcheol in ;ﬂr&@y (co vared to 10
boys). Both have since continued living in Golclk and both are
having preblemg finding suitable husbands.

''Thege girls have an idea of what' s nappening in
the world,'' sadd Qetln ''"For examnple, when you have a conversation
with them, they zive you their opiniong. They can be considered
intellectuals. But they will have a hard time finding hugbands
equal to their own cduca\,lonal level."!

* * *

In terms of selecting a marriage pa rtner, the young
people of uolcuk nave more freedom than they did in the past;
wcranved marriages are no longer common. ''The generzl tendency
is to let the young people marry if they like euch other very
much, '’ gald getin. "But ir one of them, say the man, has bad
habits like drinking and zambling, the parents refuse to let their
daughter marry hime. In those cases, the parents zre dominant.''

fetin hag noticed =z tendencJ for zirls in GSlduk to
marry outside the village, but doesn't know the ”euson for that.
ne sald the Joung men and women often meet ezch other at the
friday market in gurkoy.

sarrisge negotiations are still conducted through
amiliegse ''If I am in love with a girl, I zo 2nd tell her
ts I want to marry her,'' sald fetin. ''The family thinks

my . Dronosal. if they apyurove, they tell my family snd a

lage 1g set.’

yetln himsgelf is unlikely to marry a
villages according te my interpreter Ihsan, who 1is ood friend
of petin's, getin wants to marry a zZirl from Istanbul, where he
works. ''Getin thinks he must marry a girl who has finished high
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school at leasgt and who has her own salary,'' said Ihsagt' petin
lives in an Igta anbul upartment with some relatlves and finds that
1is own salary of 80,000 TL.(roughly $80) a menth is not sufficient

to suppert a family. o .
In cases where parents do net 2gree to a boy'sg
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marriage prepesal, the girl may decide to elepe. But this causes
a great strain between her and her parents. ''In villages, it's
a matter of prestige for the parents -- it means they can't -
control their daughter,'' said ¢getin. ''Her father particularly
can't be as tolerant with her as before because our familieg are’
patriarchal.'' Ihsan explained further that a girl whe elepes is
disewned by heyr family. If her husband'g family mistreats her,
she cannet easily return te her own family because she has burned
her bridges behind her, ''The father can't be as tolerant of her
as before,’'' reaffirmed Ihsan. .

- Brideprices still play a rele in this part of Thrace,
but gedin described the usual brideprice, 20,000 TL ?abaut $50),
as ''symbelic.'’' ''It's a tradition,'' he gaid. ''We give the
mengy as an aid te the girl's family. It shews that the parents
value their daughter.'®' (etin theught it barbaric that the
brideprices in the mere traditienal-minded east can resch 1 millien
TL ($2,500)s ''In my epinien, the peeple in the east give the
money lots of impertance,'' he saide.

* % *

The quality of life in Turkish villages has greatly
impreved since the end of Werld War II. Amenities heretofere
regstricted te the cities, such as electricity, piped water
systemg, machinery, and scheels, are new reutine in the Turkish
countrysides But villagers still see themselves in an inferier
pesition vig-a=vis city peeple; they are painfully aware that they
appear uncouth and stupid by cemparigen. .

Nebi Kaya ef Gélcilk remembered hew he first visited
Istanbul while serving in the military. °‘'‘'Befere, I hadn't even
been te Jarkey,'' sald Mr. Kaya, a lean, ruggzed man. °'‘'After I
was recruited inte the army, I went first to Jarkdy and then to .
Igzanbul. Every ergan in my bedy changed after I gaw our biggest
GCiTY .
'*At first, I didn't know hew te behave in a large
citys PFor example, I saw seme trams in Igtanbul but I didn't knew
hew te get en or off.them. I saw some peeple getting en a tram
one day. I wag ebliged te catch it myself, se I ran up te it and
Jumped en.. As the tram appreached the statien I wanted, I prepared
te get offs But the sgilly tram didn't step there. I decided te
jumpe It wasn't wise te jump -- the tram was geing very fast —-
but I had te de se. Se I jumped oeut and hit a pest. '

. "' I turned.completely around the pest twice. Fortunate.y,
I was able te protect my head frem the colligien. An eld man :
appreached'me'and'asked,"Has anything happened te yeu, my sen?'

'Ne, why?' I replied, as if everything was nermal. Then, I gaw
anether tpam coming teward me. I wanted to hide my ignerance and
show that I was ene of thege inhabitants of Istarbul, se I jumped
on this other tram.'' N - BER I S R

- ~  Mr. Kaya is new preud of hig experiences in the big
eity. ''I learned many things while deing my military service,''.
he saids ''I new have a vast cenfidence in myself. Feor example,
if I ever had te ge te Germany, I would be able t¢ find all the
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addregsses I was teld to find.''

: If Nebi Kaya can be sa
to have brushed shoulders with the
biz c¢ity and to nove survived, nis
sen getin can be described as
having congquered the city. iHe now
liveg =snd works in Igtanbul. When
getin visits his family in Golcik
on helidays, he returns as a man
of the city, wearing a suit.

It's partly hils citified clothes and
partly the way he carries himgelf.
By Golclk standards, he is a
spectacuxar success, but the v1ctory
did net come eg SllJ-

‘v'hlle I ,was attendlng
the high scheel in Qaraey '' he said,
'"'sone of the people in the village
made fun of mes They said, 'What
will yeu de after you graduate?':
After I did graduate, I had te - gtay
in the village awhile and they. called
me 'High Schoel Graduate-Farmer.'
They were always teasing me abou#
thate It was a bit anneying and I
began to get angry. I felt much
pressure on my sheulders. Ily family
expected me te be a great man
compared to the usual village
standard,

' 'After completing getin Xaya, left, and Ly 1nterﬁreter
my military service, I went to Ihsan, right, in G8lciikk. Both
Istanbul. I wanted to experience of thege fellows pogsess livelier
the big clty lifes I wanted te ' pergenalities than the phetoe
become a ‘clever man'! and do'many would seem to suggest.

things for my vil lage. I don't knew

if you can imagine the respect

villagers show te the man ceming from the city. Whatever z city men
says, the villagers tend te believe it. But some city men,
especially traders, are tricky. I aimed at enlightening people

nere zbout tihls trading business and so on.

''*1I toek zn exam two Years ago in Igtanbul snd found
my present jobse It's a nice job. iy werkplace in the ataturk
C41turﬂl Center in Taksim Square 1s wonderfully furnished. .y
job ig to deliver the monthly paychecks to the other employees.
4ll tils Pesponslblllty is on my shoulders. Jor e“ample, in
antember, unev sentv me = telegram while I was staying here in
G5lclik and called me back te Istanbule They azd te correct sone
figures and onlJ I have the keys to the noney L0X. Nebedy can
open that box without me, not even the direckor. So you see, it's
a2 respectable pogition.,

“'But most of the people here didn't believe I was
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werking there as an official. They said I was a janiter there,
Then, some relatives came te gee me at the center., They were
very surprigsed. They returned frem that visit and teld all the
villagers about my jebe My respect rese ameng the peeple here,''

Each generation climbs the ladder a little higher.
¢etin's children, if he has any, will grow up thinking ef their
fathey's village as a quaint and backward place, eut-ef-touch with
the modern world and unfit fer urban sephigticates such as
themsgelves.,

' They will be wrong.

All best,

Received in Hanover 3/6/85



