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My dear Mr.Rogers: .
Por geveral reasons I do notithink it advisable
for me to eome to New York on the 28th.

1.1 am working very hard at the present time-
putting the finishing touches on my book on social psychology
which will probably be published by the Univdrsity of Chicago
Preggs this summer.l feel that I would like to get this out of
the way before my work with the Institute formally!begins.l
am not sure that it is much of a contributionito learning,but
after all a book ig a book and 1t 1s barely possible that 1tsh*““”“
may redound indirectly to the benefit of the Institute.

2.Whereas I am very anxious to talk with Mr.
Baker,I feel that if I could come at a time when I might be
able to see one or two other people as well,that the money would
be spent to better advantage.Por,example,l would like to have
another talk with Tannenbaum and no doubt there are others in
New York that ir.Baker wou 3 Dags me along to. By coming at .this
time I would barely nave” gt talk to Baker himself-I could
not leave here urtll Friday nl,ht and would have to start back
Sunday at noon.

Wherefore,Sir,I suggest that 1t would)providing
that Mr.Baker would still be available at that time,much better
for me to wait a couple of weeks and come up on June 15th.At this
time the term will De ever here and I will be able to stay as
long as may be necesgsary.

Your decilsion concerning Douglas I accept,as
you say,without any great mental gtruggle.lt was Jjust a possibil-
ity which I thought I would pasgs along to you for what 1t was
worth.

Bruce's letterg I find very stimulating and
suggestive.l might even go so far as to say that I am a little
env1ouo of the guality of hilg stuff and am axioug to begin to
meagure my own abilities agalinst his.

If I do not hear from you to the contrary,in
a few days 1 will write to kir.Baker requesthb an 1ntefv1ew o1
June 15th or thereabouts.

Very Sincerely




B5-3Re « 10
May 3lst, 1987,

Dear Simpsons

I am just back at ny desk after having attended a
meeting of the American Soclety of Mechanical Znzineers at
Thite Sulphur Sorings. 1 acknowledse your letter of lay 21st
and the telesram sent to me at the Coswmos Club in Jashington.

¥re Baltor's sesrstery informs me that Mr. Baler will
be in Yew York until the early part of July, so I take it
that it will be possible for you to arrvange sn interview fov
almost =my time that will be eonvenient $0 you.

According t0 present ploms, John end his father sall
for this comiry Juns 8th on the Olymple and should arrive
here sither the 14th or 15th. I plan 0 be here at that time.

In working out 2 sche@ule, plesse keoep in mind the
desirsbility of your belung in Chicaso 20 a3 to help Jolm get
his seminar underway. On vhat date do his activities at the
university begin?

USR/FG Sincersly yours,



WER=% s 11

June 8th, 1927

Near Simpsons

In 2 letior recelved o 4oy or $wo ags from Hve
Axelson in resard to vy life insuranca, ho easuslly
observad thot von had Informed him I expected to be in
Chicaoo next wesk. I do not Inow vhere you got this

ideas I certainly hove no intention of soinz to Chicoso
in the near future, if I cwm poseibly aveld dolng so. Tave
you as yet made an oppointment with Ceorge Bary Boker?

Jokhn iz due hore next Tuesday and I am gtill
trying $0 find out ths precise dasie on vhich he is expsot-
ed %5 vaport ab the university.

A8 T think I wrote you several months ago, Admiral
Groyson, Chiaf of the United 3Ftabtes Wovsl Dispensary,iashingbon,
prorised o wrapare for mo wmething on the medisal questions we
di semssed. I bave prodded him several times. Last Seturday he
expressed mazament that I had not heard from him. Wow I have
o letter in which ho sonds me tho material that I am enclosing
1f4or 11 the convorsation ond wwomises, the final remlt isg
pathetic. However, it is 2all I have as 2 result of my eiforss.

I am ahbso encloging o copy of a letter from Hopper to
¥r. 3imms, the formiszn oditor of the Seripns-loward newIpapers.
Then you have song over it, please turn it over to "San” larper.

Bost sroctings,

WSR/PC
enclse
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June 12,1927.

P

My dear Mr.Rogers:

I am somewhat at a loss to understand why Mr.
Baker did not receive my letter.l addressed a letter to him at
42 Broadway,c/o American Relief Administration-the address which
you gave me in your letter-something over a week ago. Hereafter
in cagses of this sort I will make assurance doubly sure by sending
you a carbon copy of such letters,

Unless I hear from you to the contrary,I will
arrive in New York Thursday,June 1l6th,at 3 P.M.I hope that it

will be convenient for you to have supper with me and tell me
gomething more about Baker before I talk to him the next day.

I found Mr.Axelson very pleasant and effliclent.
He phoned yesterday to tell me that my physical examinatlion was
satisfactory and that the insurance would be put through immediate-
ly.And,by the way,his inTormation concerning the possibllity of
your being in Chicago came from a remark which I made to the effect
that on your last trip you had suggested that you might come out
with John.

My connection with the University ceases on
June 12th.At present we are in the midst of packing and doing all
the things that one does when one goes off adventuring at the
ends o7 the earth.Lacking any specific directions from you,l have
gone ahead with such matters as typhoid shots,vaccinatlion,etc.

Now that I have seen Mr.Grayson's words of
wisdom on how many baths to take in the tropics I do not feel so
nuch the "inadequacy" of my own little investigation which I sent
to you some tlme ago.

Greetings and salutatil 5
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

A very pleasant trip home during which
John and 1 became much better acqualnted.l have tried to do
everything possible to make hls stay here pleasant and
profitable-incldding all the things that you suggested.He
has,I belleve,about 12 students,most of whom are graduates.

I have not written to Mr.Baker concerning
the letters which he suggested writing to his friends in
Mexico.When I consulted my record of my interview with Mr.
Baker I found I had made a note of the fact that he was
not sure of the wisdom of writing the letters at this time.
Accordingly,l wonder if it would not be better for,you to
talk to him about the matter before he leaves New York.

These last few days are whirling by in

a perfect orgy of final preperations-passportis,tickets,
trunks,farewells,etc.etc.-all the usual things.I like this
gsort of thing,but find it difficult in the midst of so much
activity to collect my thoughts.When I get to Mexlco I am
going to withdraw to an exceedingly high and quiet mountain
and just slt there and think for about a week.We plan to leave
Sunday morning.Untll further notice you may address me:

Hotel Ceneve,

8 Calle Liverpool 133,

Mexlico City D.F.

Mexico.

: Enclosed you will find my expense account
covering my recent trip to New York and certain incidental
expenges incurred in the interest of the Institute during
the months of May and April.

I feel 1like a 1little boy who has just put -
on his first pair of long pants and is not quite sure that
he will be able to live up to them...Il remember the tail end
of a gong we used to sing in kindergarten: "Good bye,good bye,
be always kind and true"

@



Lythe,George.
Offlce of Commercial /ttaché,ilexico Clty.

7/1/27.

selleves Nexlco to be the moet complex country 1ln the world.
"you dig and alg ard still Qou do not get to the bottom".The sooner
you acquire the "qulen eabe” attitude the better;

ﬁarnéd me agalingt mentlonlng tht nome of G&nlo when talkirg

official in the department of ducation.Ganio had a run in with the
deaartmcnt and was Torced to reslgn.(Vythe waso inetrumental in -
ttinb Gamlo his Job with the &Qcial bervice nesearch vouncil).

Thinke that Carlcton benlsa 19 & glnceres ava honegt person.iise
been a great deal of b@scig about the way that Besles treated his
vife but Wythe does not belleve much in this'

x:"the ver; much selﬁ on hie’ on.work as commercial attaché.Peeld
that the only hO)e for international peace and understandlng 1les
in ac.urate information about economic forces and probleme.iils
office here,altho technically under the embasey,is really a 8Sepers
ate show with seperate funds, Tries to keep out ¢f the intrigue’
at the embassy.%1ll be here at least one more year.

“Told him the nature of the work of the Instltute a;d my oplans.
for vork here. Aoproved both.Promised to nclg me both personally
and professionally.
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Mexico City,Mexico,
Hotel Geneve,

8a Calle Liverpool,l33,
July 3,1927.

ENS. L .WSR' .2'

My dear Mr.Rogers:

Qur trip down was much more pleasant thah we had
expected it to be.In fact the only hot and dusty stretch was
from St.Louls to San Antonio.The much discussed and dreaded northern
degert in Mexlco proved to be delightfully cool and of a greensess
that was in marked contrast to the parched fields of Texas.

We stopped over one day in San Antonlo.I spent
an hour or two with Colonel Charles S.Dehl,friend of Mr.Cranes,and
one time editor of the San Antonio Light.He proved to be most
interesting and helpful-albeit not about Mexlco.Indeediwe spent
mogt of the time talking about hls experiences in the days when
he wag connected with the A.P.However,he was able to advise me
with reference to what border papers I should take.Specifically
he suggested that I teke the'"Light" (for the Hearst point of view)
and the ElPaso "Herald". o .

One of my first concerns here has been to
establish my banking connectlons.After consulting with my friend
George Wythe(see below) I opened an account with the Canadian
Bank of Commerce.fcting on the advice of one of the directors of
the bank,I am keeping the account 1n Mexican gold rather than
in silver,or in American dollars.In this way I can buy Mexican
gold each month and thus take advantage of any fluctuations in
the rate of exchange.The Canddian Bank of Commerce has a branch
office in New York at No.1l6 Exchange Place.The easiest way for me
to receive my money here will be for you to deposit to my account
each month 4n the above mentioned branch bank a check drawn on
the Institute.This will then,of course,be transfered to my credit
here.in American dollars.

George Wythe,you will perhaps recall,was
a fraternity brother of mine in the University of Texas.For the
past two years he has been statiOnedhere as Commercial Attathe.
Hle recelived me most cordlally and seemed disposed to help ms
in every way possible both personally and professionally.Knowing
him-to be a sincere and honegt as well ag a discrete person,l
felt that,despite his official position,I could afford to quite
frankly tell him what I was dolng here.Like Baker and others with
whom I have talked he was very skeptical about any one being able
to do the job in Mexico which the plans of the Institute call for...
"I have been in Turkey,Vienna,France,and Africa,but Mexico offers
more complex problems than all of them put together.You dig and dig
but you never touch bottom".
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All of which leads me to set down a few of my own
impressions after three days spent in'the field".First, let me
say that I have been greatly depressed by the realizatlon that
I have been graRaiily overestimating to myself my knowledge of
gpoken Spaniash.I can,of course,manage to get about the city,to
order what I want in restaurants etc.{and this partly due to
the fact that every third person seems to speak English) but
this ie far from being able to conduct an intelligent conver-
gation .I am afraid that this will mean that a good part of
my summer will have to be spent in Just plain ordinary sweatling
over a grammar with a tutor.On the other hand,I am somewhat
comforted by the fact that the newspapers do not gseem to offer
any difficulties that I will not be able to overcome in a few
weeks.

The City efé;fs a strange Jumble of that which ig familiar
and that which ls foreign.Advertisements for Wrigley's Chewing
Gum and Lucky Strike 01garettes the streets thronged with Fords,
Dodges,and Packards,and,yes,even an advertisement for "Grane
beauty in the open..." all mark the impress of the Nordic civil-
ization.And yet,theihcessant poundln% in your ears of the staccato
flotes bl the‘Mexicanized Spanish, the"sarape" enfolded flgures
of the barefeoted peons with theilr great hats,the pink and blue
houses always and everywhere built of brick and adobe..all make
one acutely aware of the presence of a culture ages 0ld when
industrial America was yet to be born.But of this I hope to write
much more later on.At present my own feelings and lmpressions are
g0 mixed that I cannot straighten them ocut and order them into
words.

Our living arrangements leave very little to be desired.
For $25.00(U.S.) a week we get a very pleasant sitting room,small
bed reom,and bath.The food 1s a great improvement over the
Quadrangle Club.We will probably stay here for a couple of monthse
or s8¢0 and then look about for an apartment.

Next week I hope to be able to write less about"me" and more
about Mexico,



Mexiceo Clty,D.F.,
Hotel Geneve,
8a Calle Liverpool,l133,
‘ July 10,1927.
ENS...WSR..3.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

The papers here during the past week have been
filled with articles anent the decline and fall of Mr.Sheffleld.
For days every scrap of information which could be gathered concern-
ing his mevements in the U.S. was glven front page s@gbe with large
headlines.Finally,when his resignation was publicly announced,
columns of space were deveted to the recital of this simple fact.
Of course,in view of the present somewhat strained relatiens this
display in the papers 1s‘not a matter for surprise.

Although I am at the present time,after a week in
Mexico,able to do little more than guess at the hidden significance
(if any) of Mr.Sheffileld's departure for other and happler lands,I
am lmpreggsed with two pointe.First:the pauclty of any comment elther

editorially or in the news.columns,by the papers themselveg concern-

ing the event.On the contrary,both El Universal and El Excelsior(the
two morning papers) seem to be at some pains when treating the ques-
tion of why Mr.Sheffield sheuld resign at this time,or of the sig-
nifiqance of his resignation in btelation to the foreign policy of
the United States,to present only direct quotations from New York
or Washington papers.And this morning,the dayvafter the announce-
ment ,nelther paper carried any..editorial comment whatsoever.

On the other hand,one cannot help but note that
the papers here are extremely sensitive to the"color" of the news

storieg or editorials in the American press whenever these tougch
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upon things Mexican.The front page usually carries one or mere
complete reprints from American papers.The recent editorial in
the New York World on the subject of the present presddential
campaign in Mexico,called forth a very pointed editorial rejoinder
on the part of El Universal.

Mexico's internal politics,in so far as one may
Judge from merely reading the press reports,are definitely center-
ing about the presidentlal campalgn.So far nothing very exciting
has happened.There are now two main parties in the fleld:the
"Obregonistag" led by General Obregon;and,the "Partido Naclional
Anti-rreeleccionista" led by Generals Seranna and Gomez.Both groups
are at present busy"stumping"the provinces.The central issue isg

implied in the name of the second party-anti-reelection.

The Seranno and Gomez party gave Lo the press on
July 2nd & full page announcement of its platform.However,neither
from a careful reading of this,nor from a perusal of the various
gpeeches made by the candidates,can I Tind any clear-cut declera-
tion of intentlon concerning what needs must be the two main lssues
about which any political campaign in Mexlco at the present time
should turn:forelgn investments and the Cathclic church,.This may
be interpreted 1in several ways.Each party may be trylng to force
the other to be the first to take a stand on these questlons;both
partles may be simply following the good American custom of con-
ducting political campaligns without reference to anything that
really matters;or,for those really "in the know" here it may simply
e taken as a matter of course that Obregon will contlinue the
policies of Calles and that the "Anti-rreeleccionistas" represent

the Catholic reaction.
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Both parties are loud in thelr protestations that
their only interest 1s that the presidential successlon shall be

seaceful.So loud,in Tact, that "methinks the lady doth protest

In the interest of getting under way my studles on
the present educastional developments in Mexico I had a short talk
on Friday with Modises Saenz,the present flrst sub-secretary of
education.Unfortunately I foundlhim on the verge of leaving for
the United States.He will not return until about the middle of
August .However,he promised to see me at that t;me and suggested
certain people in the department of education for me to see 1in the
meantime.I hope that these together with Dr.Pruneda(Rector of the
University) and Dr.Montalo(Director of the Summer School) will be
able to put me on the traill of the printed sources of information,
statistics etec.

This week I heard two lectures on the "Present
Tendencies in Mexican Education' which Saenz delivered to the
Summer School students.These,ag might have been expected,were
rather formal and innocuous,but served to give me a falr under-
standing of the structural aspects of the educational system.

I continue to receive as I go about the clity a
number of purely "tourist impressions".With some misglving as to
what value you may attach to these iﬁtuitive insightg,l set them
down for what they may be worth,

Last Sunday morning wae spent walking about the

Justly famous Chapultepec Park.The scenic beauty of the place yocu



ENS...WSR..3. 4,

will fingd better described in any of the standard guide book thah
I can or need do it.And,after all,the people were the real center
of our interest.They swarmed about in the warm sunshine in much
the same manner as they do in Central Park.Lovers sat In secluddd
nooks .Young men displayed thelr physical prowess 1ln row boats.
There were family parties with the usual collectlon of lunch
baskets and children.Many stood patlently around a wire-enclosed
pavilion listening to one of the local orchestras.(The music,by
the way,was excellent and thevcrchestra,decked out 1in the natlve
"charro" costume,very colorful.) It was,however,as we walked
down the main drive,that we received our clearest lmpression of
what we had more or less sensed before.And that was the marked
stratification of the population inte'.those who walked and those
who rode.Along the drive there passed'in unending successlon fine
cars filled with what were quite obviously "ladies and gentlemen".
While the walks were crowded with what was Jjust as obviously the
hol poli and the proletariat.A motley throng-these on the walk.
Oblivious to,and seemingly unenvious of the wealth dlsplayed in
the slow-moving cars,bare-footed peonsg jostled servant girls
and shop girls,dressed in pink dreeses(beloved hue),with their
long flying halr caught back with a single comb,Here,one felt,
were two entirely seperate worlds and the gulf between them was
much wider than the dlstance from the sidewalk to the street.

I am beglmning to realize that one of the hardest parts
of my work here will be to have the patlence to proceed slowly.It

lg true that,now that I have a tutor,the language difficulty does
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not bulk so large.But at times thls week I have Dbeen oppressed
with the feeling that I am not using my time to the best advan-
tage.This may have been partly caused by the faet that I was
forced to remain indoors for two days due to some sort of intes-
tinal trouble induced by the change in climate and food,

Keith has started her course in the Summer School.
Snhe is taking work in Mexican Social Problems,Meiican Art ,Mexican
Literature,and two language courses.On two days a week she has
afternoon clagses in Mexican dances and songs.By the time she
finishes all this I expect that I will have to turn the job here
over to her and petition the Institute to send me to some place
where I will not have 8o much learned competition.

With best personal regards from both of us,I am

Very Sincerel ours,
P y B J ¥
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Kexico City,D.F.,

Hotel Geneve,

8a Calle Liverpool 133,
July 17,1927.
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

This week has brought a perfect harvest of new
contacts.Perhaps it would be better for me to say that I have been
gowing the seeds from which I hope 1o rea) a harvest in due course,
for as yet the results,though tanglble,are not noteworthy.

Although 1t served no immedlate neéd or purpose
in line with the studies which I have under way at present,I felt
in the interest of courtesy that I should put in my aQQearénce at
the embagsy rather early in the game.Of Alan Winslow I need tell you
very little.Your conversation with him(sometime in January,Il belleve)
had prepared the ground very nicely for me.He expressed great inter-
est in the Institute and wanted to know all about the general plan
of »rocedure as well ag mine in particular.These I sketched for him
in a very broad way.On his own initlative he offered to help me in
any way he could when I got around to the study of the oil and land
sitﬁation.My short conversgation with him left me with the impression
that he has his feet planted solidly on the groun&—albeit,groumd‘
over which waves the American flag.Incldentally,I may add that he
wag very cordial and friendly and in a purely soclal way may make
life pleasant for us.

Fred Hibbard,one of the under-secretaryeg at the
embagay,l knew as a student in the Unlversity of Texas.In those
days he was the "campus aesthete" with a reputation for a somewhat

vagrant interest in literature,art,music,-infine,Culture.An hour's
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conversation witQ him over a glass of beer at the little German
restaurant,officially known as the "Embassy Annex",revealed the
fact that several years of diplomacy has in ne way changed him.
He has been in the service 1n England and Russia.Also,he was
Kellog's private secretary in the days before Mr.Kellog reached
his present eminence.The point of all of which 1s that Hibbard
is the type that knows all.the gossip and dos'nt mind spreading
it.Taken with a dash of salt he may prove useful,

John Cornyn 1ls an elderly gentleman with a
varled and interesting career,.id e8t: graduate Of Toronto Univer-
8ity with honors in Romance languages;studied 1n France and
Germany ;news paper work on Toronto papers and as staff correspon-
dent for Lkhe New York Press in Cuba and Mexlco City;managing editor
of several Mexiban news papers ;Latin-American editor for various
encyclopedlas ;professor of Romance languages in Southwestern
University and in Birmingham Southern College;four years super-
intendent of American Colony Schools in Mexico City....at pfesent
head of the Chicago Tribune foreign news service in Mexico City.
All of the above lleted would have been enough to make Mr.Cornyn
a valuable man to know.However,his value for me is enhanced by
the fact that he 1s reputed to know a great deal about the old
Aztec culture.Indeed,he teaches a course in the University on
Aztec literature.Of course,Aztec literature is not one of my
major concerns in my effofts to understand the problems of
present day Mexlco,but I have a notion that a little discretely
displayed interest in the subject may open up a channel of

information te matters of greater moment.
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Up until this week I have been makilng more head-
way with my studles of the eaucational developments than with the
problem of the racial baglis of Mgxlcan civilization.However,last
Thursday I was fortunate enough to meet orle of the foremost Mex-
ican sociologists,by name Daniel Cosfo Villegas,who bids falr to
be of great assistance in the study of the latter problem.

Villegas,although still a young man,has taught in
the Hational University for several years and has spent one year
ag a student of agrarian econcemics in the Universlty of Wisconsin,
He 1s now giving courses on the"Mexican Revolution'and on"The
Agrarian Problem in the United States and Mexico".In several little
phamplets which he has publlished under the title,"Sociologia Mex-
icana",he exhibits a keen sense for the distinctive characteris-
tics of the life of the people and a respectable grasp of the
more recent theories of soclal forceg.He gave wme a bibllography
of the besgt Mexican sources on ethnographic subjects and promisés
ﬁext week to introduce me to some of the leading authorities in
this field.

Before I came down almest every one to whom I
talked about Mexlco sald somewhere in the conversation--"and
you must be sure and meet Francis Toor".Well,the other night
at a "fiesta" which I will describe a little later,I met Francis
Toor.She proved to be an American lady who has spent a good part
of her thirty-five years in Mexico.Editor of a Hagazine called
"Mexican Folkways" ;teacher of English in the City Schools;student
of Mexican archaeclogy...she 1s persona grata with the intelli-

gentsia,and apparently considered "muy simpatica" by Mezicans
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in general.She has traveled over a good part of Mexlico and lived
with some of the Indian tribes.She knows both the educational
gystem and the labor mowement from the ilnside.Wherefore,l expect
that she will serve the Institute both as a source of information
and of intreoductions to her friends.

So much for the seeds sown.Now a few words about
the first green sprouts in the fleld..of education.

Yesterday ,armed with a letter to the head of the
division of publications,one Sefiér Salvador Novo,l visited the
"aecretarfa de Edtieacidn'.Here I received a complete set of their
publications.(I would like to stop here and insert an enthuslastic
paragraph about the paintings of Diego Rivera which cover the
walls of the Education Bullding,but this must walt until I know
more about them.) The most valuable of the books given me were
those on the developments in rural education,and a beautifully
{llustrated brochure on the now famous "Escuelas al Alre Libre'"-
orOpen Air Schools"- of which five have already been_eétablished
in the city.Both of these reports,judging from the elaborate form
in which they are gotten up,smell somewhat of propaganda.However,
a little direct observation will serve }fo check any marked over or
under-statement of the case. .

My experience at the "School for Indians" last
Thursday evening gave me proof,if proof were needed,of just how
superior the method of d@irect observation 1s to the gathering of
information from simply reading printed reports.We were invited to
the school to witness a celebration in honor of a number of Guata-

malean Indians who had walked all the way from thelr native country.
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The school,I gather,is something of a hobby with the government
and hence with & number of the intellectuals and society folk,
Both of the latter were well repregented,ocecupying the seats of
honor in the auditorium where the program of native songs,dénces,
and muslic was presented.The physical equipment of the school-
built only a year ago-was all very new,and clean,and white,and
modern.There were manual training shops,gardens,the regulation
ggsortment of class rooms,and a beautiful outdoor swimming pool;

I met the director of the schobl and the teacher of music.Never
have I witnessed such enthusiasm on the part of the officials

in charge of an undertaking of this sort.The students(numbering
196 now),one is told,are all pure blooded Indians brought frem al}
the far corners of Mgxleco.They are to be given a-two year course
and then sent back to leaven the lump in their native villages;
The sponsors of the undertaking expect it to disprove once and

for all the theories of thevinferiority of the indigenous races

in Mexico....... But enough of this for the.present.I am convinced
that the expériment is very significant and in my report on eduéa-

tion in Mexico I will give it full and adequate treatment.

ooooo ¢ e s e

Life growé more Interesting and exciting every

minute. @



Baal&a Carlton.
Tanch . at B Banborna-ilex. Gity

7/18/27.

‘Wag invited to lunch by Bealks in response 1o heving sent
him my 1@tters ‘of introductian fr@m Toannehbaum .and Herring.

)eul&% ia rather smail thaubh somewhat’ wt@Cmil bullbyg,
with very light blue eyes and blonie halr.At. Jzaaent he ig devots
ing aktl of hig time to hise writin&omomtlg articles on idexlcoe

Outlined to him the nature of the Institute ard my own plang
‘here in Mexlico.ie wag keehly irterested in the Institute and
expregged hls pleasure ta&t at last some gtudents were couming down
whth no axes to gring.In commenting on my plans he especlally
adviged me to0 spend @8 nuch time as possible. out of the cagitai}
lie fegle that the capltal renreaewtq_& yery Jhetorogenous aggle
oration of ulturas and in no way @ea%&ﬁeﬁ$& tae greater parpt
of Hexico. D :
e ieve &
He feft that the mbh@@l ?or Indiaone. VJllC wnterestimb

was -all wrong in theory.. a gort of Indlan zoo".lhe same thing
wag tried once before and falled durlng the vigeroyalty'.Thinks
taat Vasconcellos and Gamlo are on the right track in tasing the
school to the Indlans rather than bringing the Indisne to the:
scbool F¥8%s that the contact with the city culture will elther:

ersult in the Indlans fakt falling to return to thelr natlve

illages or that Xx if they do return they will be unfit =7
for the very purpose for Whibh they have grasumably bren traineds
l.e. to hslp thelr own villages. Tbair very @ducatien will serve
to set them agart agd icolgtc thiem from thelpr own peoole.

il

-'.-rv

“In TuL&iLg of iaarau@a he sald that one could not rotrkly
understand. the situatlon unléss one knew that Sacascs really
regresentea one glide of anfx inter-urban feud which had been

£0lng on ir for many, years,Told me of the favorite inddor aport
oF buying and selllng rallroads in YNic... & b&m@ at which 1he
?ex_éern bankers aiwsmxx always win. In this part ofthe gonver
his attitude was not that of & radical cﬁvlng Tor Jdmtlge.ma
left the impression of haylng a rather valanoced pelnt o view:
I were a baulker i

and ny Tinger in

satloan
@
Sy
would'nt invest money 1n Nic.without guarantees
the ple in \asnihg,tm -

%raached the auuj@ct t=ltnm of acc omnavanb nim on one. nig
tripgs into the back- u@untrj Apreeable to thie.Supested that' we
might take a horse back trip 1n fxunr OX&CH .« :

, Iwinke a good thorough stuly of o1l In dexlco is what is
most needed at the »reseut time,



Mexlco City,D.F.,

Hotel Geneve,

8a Calle Liverpool 133,
July 24,1927.
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My dear Mr.Rogers:

I am led to reflect these days upon the
curious melange of motives and tendencies which throng the
mind of one who seeks to catch and hold,and later set forth
in words,the essence of the living reality whilch is Mexico.

To be sure one must play the scientlst.Observations must be
made without prejudice;nopes must be gathered cooly and cal-
culatingly .Above all,knowledge must be classified,tabulated,
and ordered for efficient use.But this 1g not enough.Irresist-
ably one 1s impelled to exercige whatever powers one has of
intuitive insight and imaginative previglon.One senses a thous-
and nuances in the daily 1ife of the people.The struggle for
exlstence presents iltselfl 1in a kaleldoscope of color,now subtly
blending,now patterned in sharp outline.On every side one 1g
challenged by fleeting,scarcely perceived impressions,each one
of which seems to hold the key to some secret inner door 6f
knowledge and understanding...In short,to interpret the life
of a people,cne must also play well the role of the poet and
the novelist. '

All that I have said here ls,of course,trite
and commonplaeg,but even the trite and the commonplace in
Mexico wearg 1lts rue with a difference.For example,take our

experience yesterday.. afternoon.From one point of view all
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that happened was that we had tea with a very pleasant
Mexican family out in one of the suburbs of the clty.And
yet sw really to body forth in its colorful detail all
that was revealed of Mexican 1life and history in thils one
family would take the genius of a Gorki or a Meredith.

Of course,nothing was saild outright;butﬂgg?as are
unnecegsary when the story 1s written in the very stones of
the house.At the head of the family the mother,her corpu-
lent figure clothed in a black velvet dress a little the
worse for wear;the three grown daughters who Just miss
being attractive(the eldest now happily married off but a
month ago); the son-in-law who announced that no gentleman
would have.anything to do with present day Mexlcan politics;
the o0ld house 1tself,set back discretely from the street,
half hidden behind a great stone wall,aﬁd filled with curios
cabinets and gillt and plush French furniture...detalls all,
to make up the complete picture of polite decadence.Here
one geemed to see in poignant reallity at least one aspect
of what has followed in the path of the lexican revolution:
the old aristocracy frigildly withdrawn to an.existence of
quiet decay in the backwaters of the nations life.

In sharp contrast allow me to juxtapose the picture of
another party which we attended earlier in the week.This
one was given at the apartment of a young Amerlcan lady,by
name ,Mary DoOherty.(She works in the publicity bureau of the

Mexican government and will be valuable.) For the party
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add one very tall and very voluble Austrian count;one New
Orleans architect who 1s here doing pencil sketches of polit-
ical leaders for a New YQrk news paper;two rather silent and
retiring Russian gentlemen,secretar§§ in the Ruseslian legation;
one summer school student who teaches French in North Carolina;
Carletan. Beals(see below);Francis Toor(see pre_vious letter)...
stir well and mix in clgarettes and tea-and there is your party.
Did épmeone say that Mexico City was cogmopolitan? Voila!

I have met many people this week,but I will speak of
only two at this time.On Monday I had lunch with Carléeton Beals.
Beals,as you wlll perhaps recall,came to Mexico from California
circum 1918.Some say that he left the United States because he
could'nt agree with the government on the subject of the draft
law.He says(in one of his books) that he left to save his soul
from the deadening effects of working for the Standard 0il
Company .Perhaps both reasons are true.At any rate he has,ai one
time or another,traveled over almost all of Mexico and has
written two books and a number of articles on the various
aspects of modern Mgxican life.After reading in his bookg of
the hardships which he has endured in his travels through the
country,one is rather surprised to find him a w»ether small man
with light blue eyes and blonde hair.Also, he has a quiet slow
manner of gpeaklng altogether different from the intensity with
which he writes,

The following paragraphs taken from my record of
the interview with him will give you some idea of the man.

"Wag kéenly interested in my plans and expressed his pleasure
that at last some one was coming down to study Mexico with no
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ax to grind.In commentling on my plans he especlally advised me
to spend as much time as possible out of the capital.Feéls
that the capital represents a very heterogenous agglomeration
of cultures and is only slightly characteristic of greater
part of Mexico.

"Belleves that while the "School for Indians" is interesting,
that it ie all wrong in theory.."a sort of Indian Zoo'.Recalled
the fact that same thing was tried once before under the Vice-
royalty and failed.Thinks that Vasconcellos and Gamlo were on
the right track in taking the #chool to the Indlans rather than
bringing the Indians to the school.'The contact with the city
culture will either result in the Indilans falling to return to
their native villages,or,if they do return they will be unfit
for the very purpose for which they have been presumebly trained.
Their very education will serve to set them apart and isoclate
them from their own people'

"In talking of Nicaragua he said that one could not really
understand the situation unless one knew that Sacassa repregented
one side of an inter-urban feud which had been golng on for
many years.Told of the favorite indoor dport of buying and sell-
ing railroads in Nicaragua-a game at which the New York bankers
always win.He was careful to say that his information about thils
was second hand.In this part of conwersation he dld not give the
impression of a radical crying in the willderness for justice,
'If I were a banker I would'nt invest money in Nicaragua .either,
without guarantees and a finger in the pie in Washington".

One of my other "contacts" for this week I believe you
.have met-Dr.Clarence Henry Haring,Professor of Latin American
History and Economics,Harvard.Haring is here for a two months
stay mainly in the interest of making an investigation for one
of the foundatlions which proposes to establish a number of
fellowships for Latin American students in North American wuni-
versities.These fellowships are toiube similar in plan and
purpcse to those now dispensed by the Rhodes Foundation and the
Commonwealth Fund.I was unable to learn the name of the founda-
tion,but I am sure that it would be easy to discover around
Harvard or in New York.It may be that the Institute would de-
gire to establish some sort of rapprochement later on.Haring

asked many questions about my work here and the Institute.If
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you would care to drop in on him sometime at Harvard I am
sure that you would find him good solid stuff,

There is one problem on which I would like to have
your:advice.Now that I am getting along with my work on the
current educational developments in Mexico the outline of
my report in beglnning to fall into view.I can see that there
will be a number of more.or less related divisions such as,
for example,"The Rural School Movement" [The Agricultural Schools",
The Open Air City Schools" etc.Each of these could be written
up seperately as I go along and the report sent in to the
Institute.Thls would have the advantage of an early display
of the results of my study and give you a chance for criticism
while the work is in progress,.On the other hand,l can wait
until I have finished my whole preliminary study(sometime in
November) of education in Mexlco and then send in one complete
report.This would have the advantage of allowing me to gee
varlous aspects of the problem in relation to the whole and
would obviate the necessity of repeating background materials.
Frankly,I am somewhat disposed to follow the latter plan at

the present tilme.

My best regards to you,Sir,



