ENS,.WSR.T1
Apartado 538

México, D.F.
February 1, 1930

My dear kr. Rogers:

During the“time %hat we were awake’qn the trip from
New York to Habana, nothing of any great momentﬁtraHSpired. I state
the matter in this fasghion, for, what with the after effects of the
last strenuous days in Hew York and the enervating force of the Gulf
Stream which we struck on the second day out, most of our daye and
21l of our nights were devoted to the gentle art of snoozing. Thanks
to XKeith's bright idea of sending part of her bon voyage flowers to
the Captain's table, that gentleman was most attentive and solicitous
for our comfort. And this reminds me to add my formal thanks to those
of Keith for your thoughtfulness in providing us with a fruit diet en
route to Habana.

Our boat docked in Habana as scheduled on Tuesday
morning., Mr. Moe had apparently functioned in hls usuval efficlent
manner, for we were greetsd by one of the under-secretaries of the
Embassy and conducted through the cusbtoms in proper and fitting style.
In ouwr innocence and ilgnorance of the ways of boats, we allowsd our-
selves to be taken to the Sevilla-Biltmore hotel. o sooner had we
gotten ourselves installed in that den of pirates, however, than we
learned that the boat which we were expecting to take the next day
for Yucatdn would be delayed three days in arviving. I need not add,
we decided to forgo the privilege of helping the Sevilla-Biltmore
pay off a large part of the Cuban national debt and that we sought

other and less oppulent guarters for the rest of our stay in Habana.



Three hours after our arrvivael we were invited to have
luncheon with Ambassador and Mrs. Guggenheim. Unfortunately there
were other guests present and the conversation was accordingly of s
strictly social nature. The next morning I had a more businesslike
conference with the Aﬁbassaaor at his office iq which he expressed
great interest in my experience as representaéive of the Guggenhein
Foundation in Mexico. He also stated that he hoped that it would be
possible for him to prevail upon the Foundation to include Cuba in
the ligt of Latin-American countriesg receiving the benefits of the
fellowships.

I discussed briefly with the Ambassador my impresslons
of Mr. Morrow's regime in Mexico and asked him to introduce me to the
two men {ses fhe inclosed clipping) who, as he expressed 1T, werse
doing something of the same kind of work for him that Clark and
BRublee had been doing for Ambassador Morrow. Nr. Jessup was not
available but I was taken in at once to meet lr. Grosvenor Jones.
Jones had only been in Habana three weeks and therefore knew very
little about the situation. However, we spent three hours discussing
the ups and downs of the searcher-sfter-facts in Latin American
countries and the theory and practice of unofficial expert advisers
with reference to diplomacy and international relations. Jones proved
to be a very friendly and hospitable person and later on took me to a
luncheon of the local American Chamber of Commerce. There I met a
number of both Cuban and American businessmen (see inclosed clipping)
who may be useful at some future dats.

Keith, for her part, spent a good deal of her time in
Cuba tracking down and finally learning one of the native dances

known as the "rumba." In view of the fact that this dance is of such



a nature that 1ts public presentation has been prohibited, the
tracking process referred to above proved to be both arduous and
interesting.

Two déys sailing from Habana brought us to the metropolis
of FProgreso, Dr. 4.9V, {idder and other scilentific gentlsmen whose
names will be given shortly were on the boat.- As soon as Zeith had
been settled comfortably in a hotel in ilérida, we all departed for
Chichén Itzd,

At the conference which Zidder had called the following
persons wers pressent -- 3.G. Morley, director of the Carnegie
Project in Chichén Itzd; H.B. Roberts and Z. Ruppert, resident
members of Horley's staff; C.L. Hay and G.£. Vaillant, archasologists
of the American Mﬁseum of Natural History; i.:. Tozzer, Department of
Anthropology of Harvard University; ¢.2. Ihattuck, Department of
Tropical Medicine, Harvard University; ¥. [, Gaines, Department of
Biology, University of liichigan; Robert Redfield, Deparitment of
Anthropology, University of Chicago; Zduwardo Martinez G. Cantdn,
Inspector de Monumentos en Yucatdn for the HMexican governuent; and
Dr. A.v. Aldder of the Division of Historical Hesearch, Carnegie
Foundation,

On the fivst night of owr several days of informal
discusslons, Xidder msde an opening statemeut to the effect that
the meeting had been arrvanged without any preconcelved notion other
than the general fseling that the peninsula of Yucatdn offered a
very excellent opportunity for students reprssenting the varlous
sciences to work together in a cooperative and mubtually helpful
fashion. ¥idder further stated that the Carnegie group was willing

to place its material equipaent in Chichén and the knowledge which



4

had been gathered dwring the last five years of archasological work
there at ths disposal of such a group of cooperating students. As
Lllustrations of What he had iﬁ mind, Dr., Xidder pointed to the
health survey which Shattuck had under way, the bilological and
ecological studies which Galnes proposed to make, and certain
llnguistic studiss which SBapir of the Universi%y df Chicago 1is
sending down one of his students to carry on.

After this introductory statement, Redfield was callsd
upon as & representative of ethnology and sociology to state what he
thought could be done in these fields, Redfield replied by saylng
that he 4id not have any very clear ideas on the subject, but that
he would be very glad to have me make a statement. My first instinet
wag bto refuse to accept the "buck" which had thus been passed to
me, and, ag later developments showed, 1t would probably have been
much wiser for me to have followed my instinet in the matter. How-
ever, when Kidder and others expressed an inberest in my notions, I
mede a statement including the following points:

(2} That the proposal made by thse Carnegie group
gtruck me as being eminently practical and useful.

{(b) That as I undsrstood the social sciences any
attempt to bring in soclologists, economists, political scientists,
and ethnologlsts would have to be made on the assumption that ths
Carnegie group was ready and willing to undertake investigations
of the economic and soclal problems of present-day Yueatan in
addition to the prehistorical and archasological studies which they
had been carrying on.

(¢} That in my opinion studies of this type, especially

if they wers of a fact-finding character carried on in cooperation



wherever possible with Mexican students,were urgently needed in
Yucatdn and in Mexico in general and that they should be of the
greatest praoticdl;value to the llexican people.

(&) That the fact.should Dbe clearly faced'that students
attempting to make studies pf resent-day economic and soclal cuestions
in Yucatdn would very liKély encounter probleﬁé and difficulties of
a more delicate nature than tﬁose raised by purely historical and
archaeological types of invéstigation.

The above statement, as Redfleld expressed it, apparently
"scared them to death."” And it immediately became clear in the
discussion which followed that the Carnegie group had no intention
of engaging in any kind of research which would have the slightest
ligaihood of embsrrassing the archaeological work which was already
under way. The principle was laid down by Kidder and reiterated by
Morley and Tozzer that all social studies undertaken under the
ausplces of the Carnegle group should be hisbtorical in character,
and that, for the presént at least, investigations of such cusstions
as the labor movement in Yucatdn, the henecuen industry, the relations
between church and state, etc. should be carefully avoided,

This statement of the matter left Redfield and myself
on one side of the fence and everybody else on the other side., For
obviously Redfield as an ethnologist could not make case studies of
the 1life and customs of typical villages without immediately running
into institutions having connections outside of the village and
gaining their significancs and meaning in and by their relationship
to the larger living social and economic forces and factors which
characterize present-day Yucatdn. Both Redfield and I pointed out

this fact and went on to ilndicate further that we were extremely

doubtful of the value of prehistoric, archaeologlical data or of even



early colonial data, for anyone who wished to study the 1ife of
existing Yucatecans as opposed to those who lived some hundreds or
even thousands of:years ago in fhe same territory; and that, further-
more, anyone sesking to stp&y'tbe customs and brocedureé in a now
exigting Yucatecan vrllage}must téke 28 a point of departure how
control appear in’the expeziehce of the people now living in the |
village and that it was‘oni§ of relatively academicvinterest how much
or what part of the present culture may or may not have existed
before the Conquest.

The alternative to this type of moderh sociai and
economic approach, it was pointed out, would be a purely historical
investigation in which thé study of any given village or community
would be made in the interests of exhibiting it as the amalgam or‘
end product of the mixture of wvarious cultures..’This would be
essentially a process of "staining out" on the basis of information
supplied by the archaeologists and historians, the culture in a given
village with a view to simply identifying the Maya, Spanish, French,
or whatnot component elements involved. Redfield was frank to state
that the Carnegle group would undoubtedly be able to get someonse
else to carry on this kind of restricted taxidermic exercise much
more cheaply than he would be willing to do the job.

The final upshot of the whole discussion was that the
archaeologists expressed their determimation to stick to thelr
principle of the historical emphasis and Redfield was invited to
spend his three months in Yucatsen making an outline of the kind of
studies which in his opinion could or shouldbe made by‘ethnologists,
economists, and sociologists if and when the Carnegie group were

willing to make them. And thus the matter now stands, with the added
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fact that I greatly fear that Xidder, Tozzer, Morley, et al regard
me as a disturbing factor, not to say a young upstart who tried to

put poison in the historical soup.

Since returning to lexico I have been engaged in writing
up my notes of my trip to the States and cleaning up the accumulated
work on my desk. I have, however, found time to have long talks with
Reuben Clark and Moisés Sdenz in re my experiences in the States and
~the approaching visit of Day. I have also started negotiations with
my friend Monteros Hr one of his librarians to do the job intrusted
to me by Gerould. True to his promise, Gerould sent me the check
for @lSQ and this work will be gotten under way immediately. I have
had a nice letter from Shelby Harrison inclosing bibliographic
references on the subject of regional and national planning.

With best wishes, I am,

Yours very sincerely,%igf

ENS . EDP



Februory II, 1930

WER - ERS

Dear Tyler:

viss ¥Msroussa Russell, Iir, Crehe's niece, s2ils today
on the HImpress of Bedford for s cruise through the West Indies.
She plens t0 leave tlhe party ot Havana, March 6th, wud, after a
week or ten days in that city, to go on to Veraz Cruz and your home
town. She will be accompanied by two of her friends: Miss Hlizow
beth Taylor and Miszs Msry P. Ensign.

¥Miss Russell's fother, 28 perhops you will recell, is
one of the directors of the Otis Elevator Co. znd prouinent in any
number of other business activities. For years I have been trying
to interest the Rusgsell family in the Institute., A contributiom
in that direction can probably be made now by you =nd Keith help-
ing 71ise Pugssell =nd her friends enjoy thelr visit to texico,

They want to spend z day or so in Vers (Oruz, then sbout
the szme lengbh of time at some attractive pliece belweon that city
and the cepital, :nd then a week or ten days within sight of “Popo,”

Perhaps Keith would like to meet them in Veraz Cruz and
pilct thew about. However that may be, I susgest your writing do
lsg Russell, in care of the Seville-Biltmore, so timing yéur letter
that it will reach there chout the &th, Megbe if she tslepraphs
you the nane and date of the stemmer, you can ricke arrangesents to
facilitate her entrunce inbto liexico: she snd her tho friends may
have & truck lozd of trunks and bugs.

1 suspect that but few people know that her first none
is Harousss, for she is generzlly knowa og Passy. IShe ig o good
sort and likely to add to the gidbly of any party. I zm gure that
you aend Xeith will teke kindly to her,

Greetings.



T3Re s M3ese

Pedbraary 14th, 1930

Dear Tyler:

Younz, whe is here, says that he Pt 8 zood deal out of reading
your lotter to Jokm. Youn:, I saspect, is a bit mnsystamotioc in kpep~
ing his notes, mnd novl edze of your precision in that resard should
gerve him as a useful stimuluse.

The day I recaived your letter In re Yucatan., I happensd to
meet ¥eonal and to tell him about ite At his remnast I let him have
it with the understandinz that he should return it before the clock
ron downe The other day vhen I ingquired for it. his assistent told
me that his chief had spne away for ten days and had toskem the letter
wlth him. MMirthermors, the Young men wont on to sgy that Yeppal had
loft word for mo that he wns goins to  the mat with John Merriam, but
would fully nrotect youl

It was a pod letter, but as I had ohly skimmed 1t, I will
daefar corment, if any, until later on. '

elnsed is a2 memorandum which I gave Day soveril weskS 570
On the Sunday foll »»inT your departure I set mvaelf the task of trying
to dbvize something tlat would move Dgy along and insimuste into his
mind armments that might be helpful to hinm in winning over the recaloli-
tronts in his orgmization.

Than you raad it, Xeep in mind that I woz indulgine in the
zentle nrt of finesse. Yo came back with a very anpreclative letter.
mfortunantely I cannot put my hands on it at the moment or I would enclose
2 cODYe

Yasterday I had a lon< session with Yay, who has decided not
to 70 to Hexico for the time beinge ‘hile he r7ives me the utmost assurqnce
that he is a hundred per cant for the pending plan, he frankly admits that
thus for he has bean unsble to sell it to his peoplee He thinks he michs
force them to sive approval,but he draws baock frm/gmaking it a decisive
isse.

Po far as I ¢ meke oub the roal A ffimlty is not over owr
plan, but over Ngy's ralationshin to lasonm and over the future attitude
of the Toundation towards Jbolal Aolence Hescarch (perhaps partioularly
sbroad) and over vame dlfforonces betwoon officlala of the Poundation as
to progressiviam va. conscrvativianm,.

Paorhaps “mbreets hunch as to the nebulous plight of Day
ranresants, 8% very least, the near trath. e wns very apologetic and
almosat shame-faced,
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fhore is nothing for us to Jdo but to o shesd sawing wood. At
the first fovorsble opportumity I w1l ¢alk with Ynsom, and, vhen
Norrow caomes along, ! will canvass the situntion wAth him,

In enumerating his troubles May ssid that, under the presant
setup in the Poundation, he had to sell any new idea to twanty-five
peopla, most of whom were cantlious and, in genersl, skopticzl of the
social sclences. He went on to sy that seomintly the Founmdation
had rarely tsken an sdvonce atep since the days when Sates doalt
d1 rectly with ¥Mr. Roskefellore

The whele situation is a fine cormmaentary on institutional
buresaocracyl Porhaps we wuld be well advised to stick to kmitting
anl spend whot money we have vhen and how we please - and trust in
dne time 10 7etting more on our toms (which I =m certain we smn do).

If 1 ramembor rightly, you wers t0 send me 3 sketch of the
kind of arranvement With the Institute that would be satisfistory to
you and that wuld in future serve as a models I am very mxious to et
your fdeas on this subjects In the first place T wmnt you % be fully
satisfled and In the socond place T wmt your idens as a mide in my
workin out something with Younge 7This I must do pretty soone.

Some tirme amp ‘chilles cabled from Japan that he had some
fres tlme and would put it on a further study of Nelyo 'miversity if
“mbree wais stlll intersated. In response to an ingquiry, ombree blamdly
informed me that his interest in the mattor was merely a holdover from
his Rockwfeller days. A nons too subtle wyy of saying that he ocould
not intorest Yr. Tosenwald in anything in Jpane A8 a matter of fact
mbree is 2 £an on Jopmm md would love to be spondin: money thore S0
as to renew his old sssociations. .

A
In a racont lotter “rbree says he will be here 2 woek or two
md will talk with me then sbout lexiane

all, lot's mt on dbout owr real business,
Sraotinzs to0 you mnd Xeith.

T3R/PC sincerely yours,
enclae



COPYe

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

SVARTHHORE,P A.

February 14,1930

Dear 3impson:

My heartiest congratulations on your report on the
University of Mexico! T have read it with the keenest interest.

I hope you are making some wonderful selections for us
from Mexico. Our candidates from this country who want to go to Latin
America look awfully goods

I an leaving on Monday to 2o to Havana as one of the
del egates from the United States to the confersnce to organize some
kind of committee on Intellectual Cooperation between Latin America
and the United States. I expect to make some acquaintances which
will be useful next summers

I have not yet had time to get actively to work on
plans for next summer, but my ideas hold practically as we discussed
them.

Jith kXindest regards, I anm,

Yours sincerely,
{szd) Prank Aydellotte
Dr, FEyler Y. Simpson,

Apartado Postal 538,
Mexico, D. F., Hoxlco.



BNYISR.72 Mexico City
Tebruary 15, 1930

-

Dear Mr. Rogers:

f Februsry 7 and

O

T teceived your btelegram
your letter of Februery 1¥. I am very sorry to hear that you
have been 1ill and T trust that long before this letter reaches
you you will have recovared your health and good spirits. T have
talked with Xeith about the Misses Hussell, Taylor, and Fnsign.
You may dismiss the metter from your wmind and rest assured that
the youngz ladies will be talten care of in proper and fitting
style.

Duringz the last ten days, among other things,
I have bheen occupied with the following:

{a) Irevarins the sbstracts submitted by

zenheim fellowshins, and &I

the candidates for tThe Gu;

the meetings of the iexican cowitiee. The first meeting for the
purpose of weeding oub the undesirables and the ineligibles will
be held tonight. On the 24 of the month a seccnd meeting will
pe held at which the Tinal selection of the fellows will be made.
The Cormittee is cooperabting in spliendid s yleq

(b) George Yythe, the Amarican Commercie
Attaché, received a request recently from the Julius Rosenwald
Industrial Museum in Chicego for assistance in getting together
a collection of Vexican industrial instruments and appliances.
Hythe in turn called on me for assistamce and I have succesded
in obtaining & man to meke the collection for him and help the

man make out the program which was submitted to the missunm.
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(c)A lunch with . Joodul, lLiexican manager

Co.

of the Amerioén

{8) I helped r. Benjamin L. Whorf who hss
come down to Iexican on a grant in aid Tfrom the Social Science
Resesarch Council for the nurpose of studyihg‘the Hahua Indian
language to get started with his work.

' “b:&"e“‘

(e} I attended,ond made an address to the
Mexican Aluini Assoclstilon of Columbia University. The occasion
of the banquet was to celebrate the awarding of medals for
distinguished service by Columbia University to Moisds 3denz,
Carlos Contreras (my regional-plan friend), and a Sr. Barranca
{(until recently Secretary of the National University).

(f) I have had lunch and several conversations
with young Poreman of the Rosenwald Fund. It appears that Foreman
makes special studiss for the Fund in re their work with the
negroes in the South. Foreman 1s at the present time in Mexico
ora vacation with

(g) TFrenz Blom, Director of the Middle American
Research Department of Tulane University (see ny letter 50, p.l).
Blom has been selected by the Chicago Century of Progress Exposition
to get together an exhibit of Maya archaeological remains (see the
inc losed clipping). I have seen Blom on several occasions and
offered to assist him in any wey that I may. Blom has large
anbibions for establishing a center of Central American ressarch

lars away Trom some-

Yot

at Tulane. He wants to tale five million do

body.

(h) A lunch with James ¥Westfall Thompson

of the University.of Chicago who is here en route to lecture at

Rice Institute and the University of Texas.
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Keith for her part has been oecupied

literally almbst day and night practicing and dancing with the

Opera Privé (Russian) which.is in ifexico for & season of three
weeks.

I 'am preparing a memorandum on the subject
of financial arra:qg;ements{ and a statement about plans here during
the next few months. T‘hese two documents williybe sent to you in
due tive.

Yours very sincerely,




Fehpuory 15, 1980

Br. Herboriy iwmfaz:
; tmsnt of Soclolopy

cralty of "‘hiex

Ghicrno, T30Encls

A very sood friend .of nine, Sr. loinds
deaooratory of Publie Dduos tion 1n ieo,
ointed Dircctor. of the Neneficensie Pdb’iee
boof Nexico Ciby end the Pedercl Distriet.
ritios L%luu@ﬁz the :2"@3.3%:&?;3.15; ivi slong:
tode devobed mootly to cheriby ensnsy
{c) an orphan sza.»;y»um for boys and vix:la*
. sehool for boyes; {(e) o nursoey seylun for
ndoned f.mg,u‘ﬁﬁzi“ (£ doroitor dog For Tm}wr*leg:a men ard mﬁm
an old p@c;plea*s meﬁ‘ {h) a sehool for the deaf and dumb
;;j,iréa { V elolt cm,mpfttiem“ﬁ nedienl @iupmf“,wiaw {3}

8 psyeh jatric r::’%i,r*?csﬁ (Ea.; & ﬁﬂyuuﬂi;{? de niflos {i.c. a place
whare m:f*’k:'? o woren ey leave thelr children durine the day)s
and £inelly {3.} an e ar:’s,mz fr:s:' beEppaes

[

These public clarities are supperted a8
follows: About fowr ndllion five handred thousend pescs per
yeor from the Woetional Loblery: ahoud %*ﬁwwm;m& ters of &
vx’zwj.im mascs o veor frow the General Tudget of the Federal
Distriet; end various sums derived Trom incons, inberitence,
mnd other speeial btaxes. The total budpet pa yoor is areund
c::i{*‘zu milllom posos. '

Duedng the last few years, for a mwuber of
TOnSonG which I need not deotall here, the aﬁminiswmian of
the s"s% choritios in coneral hos undercone o procoss of disorgane
izetion and degeneration. A eonsidersble smount of mopey-is
WEE %;@éi snd wi*t& the excaption of a few lecal gases medern
selentifie motheods of mwocodure are elmost unknom. Sy, Sdens
hag deeided to tackle the job and sec whai“ean be done in the
way of & ‘ﬁﬁwaugh raopopnigation of the whole ghow.



And this iz where you coms 1:&»

Thet Is, I wish that you wcmm be kind
enough, at your edrlicst possivle convenicnce, Yo examine your
awn.fiiﬁa and o talk Wibb, urgens and the Qﬁﬁﬁlﬁ in the Gre duate
#Sehool of &mcial Sepvice Adwmind S ud o anyone clse thad
you mey gg;;%i ~with & view to gobi prather for mo 4 ‘
seleetedbil iwsﬁ*«zglw* In gemersl, civen the mature of the
mroblan im*‘“ ,» 4 belisve *’r.:m.t S o ;:s:m::z wiuld find books and
reporhs ; ois of &%ﬂ@é&‘@s ond aduinistration in {nstity~
tions of %;, voo listed above, @d menuels of the technigue of
ease mr‘f cuse regords, asbe. mich wore velwbls than gonersl
theory of poverdy aml sociaipathology. However, I
) uld include din yowr list & fow seneral works
: marwalu$° book on poverty snd b of the type which
TG in the moberlads motteon toset i ‘i‘vr TOES ft:‘m hiéza‘
aauy«@ in avoeial patholory . In all, %hinh thot &
Lif%y Bitles would cover "’um ﬂrmnfuh

In wédition Lo the above dE§Jj{§$?§3 I would
like for vou %o see 1f you emn Tind hw mm.&es oF the type of
Anderson’s on the }zomﬂ of beggers. v, -»nm kx% naked we to
rogune bha mﬂm}mr py diy agtir’m ol & artunont in the Jeneficeoneia
Povlice designed o trein pers emml 3:;3;. the study of the probleome
of Fublie ¢ ;a;;m&»rw and Te 1&"2;::»& aqu;w{a;, P ps’mpmxa to caryry on
this trelnine vroeess by the mothod of aﬂmﬁ;"f’m illustretlons,
La0s by dirvecting the stall in the obudy of suech & specific
provlen ss thet of begging.

I ask you to do thie job for me gnly on the
gouditiou shed you wiil sllow we $0 poy you for the e ém

ENBTY WRLGH 4L LOKeH. WeedieBE Lo Bay, ) Woull nob bobher you

T thore were eny place else thet I ecould turn for the information
or if there wers any one olse wa::m Jutigment I folt I could trust
m an smercency of this sord. Terndit me m state oghn that

Pire ls eb o presium eund that I would groetly sporociste 1% if
you would let me koow Ly rebturn iy woll ’?’hﬁthw or not you san

do this Job for wo end when I moy expoot % recelve the dede.

With best resards to your wife snd the
membherg of the Department, I amy

Sinceyely vours

Byler . ui&mﬁ-ﬁ



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

61 BROADWAY,; NEW YORK

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES CABLE ADDRESS :
EDMUND E. DAY: DIRECTOR ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK

Febriary 25, 1930.

Dear Rogers:

Thank you very mach for letting me see Simpson's letter
of the first. It is certainly interesting reading. Please let
me know if you get reports on the reactions to Simpson's remarks
to the conference on research in Yucatan. It seems to me that his
remarks on thalt occasion were very much to the point. I trust
they may have taken definite effect.

The more I see of Simpson's reporiting, the more disappointed

I am not to be making the trip to Mexico. I earnestly hope that
he will still be there when I finally get down.

Sincerely yours,
M

Mr. Walter S. Rogers,

Institute of Current World Affairs,
522 Fifth Avenue,

New York, N.Y.

Encl.



COPY
Apartado 538
Mexico, D. F.
February 25,1930.
Mr. Moises Saenz
Donceles 39
Mexico, D. F.

My dear Mr. Saenz:

In our informel conversation of several days ago, with
reference to the Department of Social Studies which you propose to
inaugurate as part of the Bemeficiencia Publica, I made several
suggestions which I herewith repeat in somewhat more formel fashion.

Orgenization:

For various reasons which need not be detailed here, I do not
thiqk that it would be desirable for my name to appear in connection with
such a department or with any of phé studies made by the department. I
suggest, therefore, that the administration of the work of the department
in guestion be placed under the direction of any one that you may see
fit, and that my position be simply that of an unofficial and anonymous
adviser. Informally, it would be understood that my function would be to
(2) train and instruct the personnel of the department in methods of social
work and scientific investigation of social problems; (b) to plan and to
direct studies of specific problems pélating to work of the Bemeficencia
Publicsa.

It will also be understood that, subject to the approval of
the Director of the Institute of Current World Affairs, my services in the
above mentioned'conﬂection shall be contributed without remuneration.
Before any studies are undertaken, detailed outlines and plans
of the procedure involved shall be submitted to you for your approval and
suggestions.

Physical Equipment and Office Space:

I am perfeetly willing and ready to place at your service



-2

part of'the'Office space which I now occupy.at Room 402, Monte de.Piedad
15 as well esaeny,books or materials in my library.and’fileef This séace,
however, is not eufficien£ to accorﬁodate more chan two persons. I
suggest, 'therefore; that if willfoerhaps be most convenient for‘all "
concerned to rent and equip another office in ‘the, building 1ndlcated above. .
In view of the fact that there are very few 1f any published
’materlals now in Mexico reletlng 1o the questions and problems with which
the Deoartment of Soclal Studles w111 be concerned, it w111 ‘be necessary
‘:to build up as rapldly as p0331ble a llbrary of at 1eest the most 1mportant_
gand fundamental reference works.a Many of these worke can be obtalned free
\of charge, others Wlll have to. be purchased.

‘ Qec flc Studles.

Probably the best way to traln indiv1duals 1n the methods
of social and in the sclentlfic investigation of social problems is in
connection with the 1nvest1get1on,of=one or more spe01flc questiogey;;It”
has been suggested‘thaﬁ the probiem:of beéging miéhﬁ offer e'very?intereSte'
-ing and useful field in which to begin activities. I am dlsposed o agree
with this suggestlon and propose therefore that & plan ehould be made for
the study of begging in Mexico Clty. The study should be of ‘8 fact-finding
character and, other things belng equal completed 1n the course of two |
months after 1t is started.

General Training:

Although itfshould not'be the purpose of thecDepartment E
to develop soclal theorlsts or soc1al scientlsts 1n any strlct meanlng of
these terms, it is obvious, nevertheless, that 1t w111 be necessery for the

members of the Department to have some-acqualntance w1th the materlals,

ordlnarlly 1ncluded in courses on soclel pathology, the family, and crime.“
Inev1tab1y, the study of such speciflc questlons as begglng, unemployment,_"

and Juvenlle dellnquency will lead back to the more fundemental problems
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'of poverty, disprganization, and degeneration. In a word, it will be
necessary, from—tﬁe very beginnihg, to taske into sccount, to some extent
at least, the social and economie structure in which such derivative
phenomensa as begging, etc. appear.

I suggest,therefore, that part of my duties shall be to
conduct a series of round table discussions with members of the
Department relating to the ﬁopics mentioned in the above paragraph. 1
also suggest that representatives be invited from other governmental
departments (such as the Departamento de Planeacion in the Secretaria de
Comunicaciones and the Departamento de Accion Civica in the Gobierno del
Distrito Federal) likely to be interested in the topics proposed here
for round table discussion, to participate in these discussions.snd, if
they desire, in the research work carried on by the Department of Social
Studies.

The suggestion which have been submitted in the foregoing
pages are to be considered as nothing more or less than suggestions and

I await your pleasure in the matter.

Yours very sincerely,

Eyler N. Simpson

BNS:P



