
The Natlol University o exico reoelves its funds

primarily rom the ederal Government an& secondarily rem the

income EerlveE from student fees, the sale o student work, a

rom the rents o certain small real estate holdings.

The runes supplied the University by the Federal Govern-

ment are granted each year by an act o the national legislate

as a regular part o the National Budget. As may be note& in the

flges quoted elow, aue to the general necessity or economy in

the Istrlbutlon o the public revenues, the aumt of money given

by the eaeral Government or the support o the University has

been ecreaslng in recent years.

Appropriations or the support o the Natlel University
y .the..eter_al. Ge.ver_nme_nt 19_25,19_8 _(_in. lesos).

The norease in the total approprlatioa or the year

ever the year 1927 is apparent rather than real; i.e. the

aaaea Zunds granted in 1928 were marked for the support o:f two

new schools (the School of Physical E4ucation and the "Gaiacldn

Gdmez" Experimental School) which were incorporated in the

Univer sity in that year.

The 4stribution by schools and colleges of the funds

received rom the Fe4eral Government in the year sele.eted

statistical analysis in this report (1927) is shown in Table III.



SU,:IY OF CEIPT B DARTiNTS OF UNDS OID

Dp-artm nts

UnLvrity Exchange
University Etnslon
Univrsi ty
Dpartment o Admlnistrtion
rsprtory chool
0ollg of iicine
0ollge of Dentistry
College of 0hemistry an Pharmacy
College of Engineering
0ollege of Law and Social Sciences
Oollege of Philosophy and Letters I"Galaoi6n G6mz" Experimental School"
Summer School
School of Public [dministration
School of [ne Arts
School of Sculpte
0enservatory of ,,[usic
School of hysical Education
Dpartment of 9hysical Education

o,89o.oo
38,4.5o
1,40.0007.50
37,o57.50, 850 .oo

ot1 :, 39,353.50

The Experimental School "Ga,lsocin Gmez" became a dependency of
the University at the end of the year 1927; before this fmds
or its support came from the Department of Pr[ma’y and Tormal
Teaching in th Einistry of Education.

The School of Physical Education became a dpendency of the
National University at the end of the year 1927; before this
funds or its support came !tom the Dpartment of Fine Arts in
the Einistry of Pglic Education.



The funds which the University erlves from stu&ent

tuition ees, examination ees, &iplomas, ana monies receive rom
the sale o students’ work are usually referre to as the

University’s "own" un&s (__onos ropri_o_s) to alstlnguiah them

rom the unds granted by the Federal Government. Previous to the

year Ii Instruetlen in the National University was ree. In

this year, a regulation was made by the Ministry of Public E&uca-

tion requiring all students to y tuition and certain other ees.
The iacome rom this source, however, did not reach an appreciable

amount until the year 1924. From 1925 to 1928 the _e_s .prepre_S

at the sposal of the University were as Zollows.

Income e the National Universityrom Various Sources 1925-19289

147,310.71 185,631.27 197,961.79 225,177,

It will be noted that, although the _on_os_.._prori_os have

inerease markedly in the last four years, they still represent only

very small percentage of the total annual outlay necessary for the

support of the University. In 1927, for example, the

lr_oPro_s amounte to only a little over 8 percent of the total

receipts of the University. In Table IV is shown the istibutlen

the foi&O.S op.r..!os y sources of income for the year 1927. By

a&ing the totals indicated in Tables III an IV, it will be seen

that the total funds received by the National University in the

year 1927 amounted to 2,517,315.29 pesos.

Table IV indicates that about 13 percent of the fom&os

_ropr.iO.S recelve in 1927 came from student fees. The various kin&s



TABLE IV

SUY BY CONCEPTS OF FUNDS RECEIVED

1927

Rgitry Fees for Titles, Diplomas,
Tuition
Spec lal Examlntions
2rofes.sionl Exami ti0ns
Fees for Titles an Diplom.s Issue
Back_ees
Receipts from Sale of Students’ Work
Income from. Real Estate
Income fom Sts.&lum
Gifts

4,66.5.oo
3, 4o.5,49.0

2, .00
l, .00

78. ].o
4 5.40

Total 197,961.79

Not: In addition to the a.bove-noted total of receipts
th Unlver s ty. had at its disposs.l fo. the yea.r i927,
from funs left over from the yes2 1926 n6[ from
reimbursements, the sm of 21,256.0 pesos.

’ ’uoativoStatistics taken from E1 sfuerzo
Vol. I, p. 718.



CHARGED BY THE NATIONAL IINIVERSII/ 1927
in pe sos )

I: Annual Tuition Fees. II: Regular Professional Exams.
III: Special Professional Exams. IV: Spedial Exams by ourses.
V: Special Exams for Advanced Standing. VI: Certificate ees.
VII: Diploma es.

Gserai
Nursing
Midwifery

Oollege of o’ngneer/ng

_ollge of ChoraLs try

__
Phara

<--All courses
School of Inlustrlal

Nmtional School of Fine Arts

S culpture
National School of Zusic

Colleg of 2hilosoph# an& Letters

Co].lee of Law andS0cial Sciencms

National Prep_aratory School

Night School
School of Public Aministration

5o Loo LSO 5 L5 5 m
3o .o 3o 3 5 5 o
30 o 3o 3 15 5 10

50 Loo L5o 5 L5 5 Lo

30 oo 5 5 5 5 o

5o oo 5o 5 5 5 o
5

3o 3o 3 5 5 o

5 3o 5 5 o

5o Loo L5o 5 L5 5 Lo

3o 3 -5 5
Exempt

All courses
Summer School

For rmsiint foreigners per course

o 3o 5 5 5 o

Statistics from Noticia Estad{stlca sobre la Educaci6n Pblica



shown in Table V.

The Law which create& the National Autonomous University

states in article i e the Preamble that it woul& be eslrale

or the University some time in the uture to manage and Ispos

e s entirely its own aria thus Zrom an economic point o view

be entirely independent. At the same time, however, t&e Law also

recognizes that in the nature of the ease the economic In&epenenee

e the University will remain an aspiration rather than a

possibility an that the Federal Government for an laefinite

perio& must continue to bear the burden ef the financial

responsibiity for this institution. Aeeerdlngly, in the Zaw

of 1929, the Federal Government agrees te allow the University

a minimum annnl subsidy o $,000,000.00 esos. This subsidy,

however, is not to be grante without eertaln restrietlons aria

reservations referring to the use ef the fnnas in question

to the part which the ederal Executive shall play in their

expendlte. Witness articles 15 an 19 ef the Preamble, an
artleles 52 an 5 the Zaw:

",..both because o the susly whleh it allows, an
because o the ultimate responsibility which the eaeral Govern-
meat bears to the people lot those Institutions which in any manuer
it supports, it is necessary that the Government exercise upon the
Natloal University such vigilence as may justly saeguara sai
responsibility."

"...It seems itting that in the uture that part
the Ee&eral subsidy which iS not applied directly to scientific
investigation or to the aid of those institutions which psue
ends not useful to the Uaiversty, should be destined to the
establishment e scholarships with which the State and the Univ-
ersity, aetemlning the requisites for conferring them, may assure
the quality e the chosen stu&ents an the ormatlon e those
proessionis n experts which the State itself an in its opinle
the celleetlve Whole may



"The ]eleral Exeeutlve, through the Treasury of the
Nation, shall look after the management of the funs with whleh
it contributes to the support o the University, this vlgilenee
being limited to the verification of the expenditures mae in
conformity with the buLgets, the regulations, a dispositions
which the University Council may allstate. The Exeeutlve may ask
at any time for a information that he may eem necessary
regarding the flnaneial eenditlon of the University."

"The account which the I/nlversity must render yearly
shall not form part of the general aeet!ng of the Public
Treasury, but the system ann aceounti ng me thoLs whleh should be
use in the execution of the Budget of the University as well as
the modifications whleh afterward may be introduced shall be
submittea for the approval of the Treasy."

In sedition to the cash susldy of 4,000,000 pesos,

whleh the Pedeal Government proposes to de&leate to the support

of the University each year, the Law of 1929 also creates an

endowment for the National Universlty. This so-callea endowment,

however, does not represent the setting asiLe or investment ef any

new funas in the interest of the University. By this section of

the Law, the University is simply confirme in the legal possession

of all of the fnishlngs an equipment, builis an properties

oeeuple by the schools and colleges an ether institutions which

are incorporated in it. In aE&ition, legal confirmation is also

given for the use by the University of fees collectet from the

stents, funds &erive from the sale of stu&ent work, and rents

from a few minor real estate holdings.

Relat ions o. t.he National Universi,y_ tq the__Gqr=nmnt_

Before leaving the subject of the general organization

and functioning of the Natonal Autonomous Unlversity ng passing

on to a detailed analysis of the colleges and schools, it is

appropriate, perhaps, to consider briefly the nature of the

autonomy which has been granted to the University. The q..uestlon



is: to what extent is the University as erganize under the Law

of 1929 independent of the Government and free to conduct its own

affairs?

On this point, the aw is somewhat co ntra&ic tory.

ollewing the rather cryptical statements in the Preamble, to the

effect that "the autonomy of the National University has been the

ideal of the revolutionary governments and of the Mexican

University" and "that the autonomy of the Unlverslty should

signify a greater freedom for work at the same time that it

signifies a iselpllned and balance@ liberty," article 2 of the

aw state s:

"The National University of Mexico is an autonomous
public corporation with full legal ri.ghts and with
only those limittlons specified in the General
0 onst i rut on of the Republic."

This declaration of in&epenenoe for the University was

still fther emphaslze in the Presi&ential Message presente to

the National Congress at its opening in September 1929 On this

occasion, President Pertes Gil, in summarizing the meani and

significance of the new Law said-

"The Government has premised the University. an annual
subsidy ample enoch for its present neeesslties and
has established the autonomy of the University with
no other restrictions than these which ethical con-
si&erations and social responsibility impose." 10

The for egoi woul certainly seem to Indicate that the

University has been grante complete freedom. However, a closer

examination of the Law reveals the fact that this freedom is mere

apparent than real. In the first place, the Preamble itself, close

the heels of its declaration about "disclpllne and balancea

liberty" goes on to state"



"That it is indispensable that, although autonomous,
the University eentlnue being a Natlol University
and thus a State institutlon in the Sense that it must
answer to the ideals el the State and contribute
according to its own nature to the perfeetlon an
reallzaton of the same" (article 9} ann
"That it is the responsibility of the preeminently
revolutionary government of our country to direct
the ideology evelope& by the intellectual classes
of exico in University teachi, & that the
autonomy which is now conferred /upon that institution/
will remain under the vigilence of the public opinion
of the Revolution and of representative alvislons of
the Government." (article 19 )

In the body of the Law, "the vigilenee of the public

opinion o the Revolution and o representative iviions o the

Government" is given the following concrete and specific meaning:

(a) The President of the Republic will have the right

to control the election of the Rester of the University to the

extent that the University Council must elect that official from

llst o three nomitions made by the President. (Article i4)

(b) The President of the Republic is empowered to

eslgnate at the expense of the National Budget extraordinary

professors an& lecturers in any o the colleges or schools which

make up the Universlty.

The President of the Republic is fthermere given

the right to veto any of the resolutions of the University Counell

which have to do with:

"...The closing of any college, school, or university
institution; conditions of admission of students
valaation of studies mae in the country or abroad,
eeept when these conditions re not of a teehnleal
natmre; the requlstes provide@ for the students given
fellowships from the snsldy of the e&eral Gevernment
outlays of quantities greater than lOO,O00 pesos at one
time or of the same amount in periodic payments whloh
exeeea l,O00 pesos yearly, unless these expenses are
covered by funds which do not come from the Federal
Government subsidy; the Regltl one of this Law
moifleatlons of the Regultions which are oonsiere
in violation of the Law."



Finally, as has already been notea in the Iseussion

the financial Support of the Unlverslty, the eeral Exeeutlve

is eharge with the duty of a general vlgilenee of the expen&iture

o the fds granted to the University by the Government. An, in

ulilling this ebllgatlen, the President o the Republic is given

the right te ask at any time for any Inormatlen that he may eem

necessary regarding the inancal eendlten e the University.

urthermere, the University is reqirea te obtain the approval

the National Treasury for the systems of aeeeuntlng whleh it

uses. (Articles 52 an 53)

The truth o the mtter is that the Na tlonal Univers ity

of Mexico is, in any literal meani of the term, not autonomous

now nd in ii proability never will e. Both

polltieal considerations would appear to indicate that complete

freedom on the part of an amittely national institution of this

sort weul neither be esirable nor expedient. Inee, when the

autonomy of the University was being agltate in 1928, exactly

this deetrlne was eaeiate by one of the lea&lug e&ueational

authorities in exiee, Mr. Moiss Senz, Sub-Secretary of

Euoatlom.

" sai& Mr. Senz,"The. Ministry o Public Education,
"recegnlzes that ne state iverslty in any Btlen e
the werl is absolutely autonomous only private
institutions enjoy this ivilege, efleial institu-
tions never. This is tr whether erie speaks e the
National Universi o Mexico, e one the American
state iversitles, er of the Sorbonne. An this is
as it sho be. I the Natl enal UniVersity e Mexico
oa become absolutely autonomous, as it has some-
times shortslghtealy been aveeatea, then the Govern-
ment of the Republic would ieaiately be aee with
the necessity, in order te realize the social aims
which its existence presposes of establlshi a
/mew/ eicial iversity." ii



the same subject, n article on e

eitorial page o one o the lea&Ing wspapers o eleo City

pointea out that "so far as the economic liberty of the University

is concerned, it is useless to petition for it. Net only is it

useless, but it is even absurd.., Economic autonomy is createS, it

is achieved; it is not askea for, neither is it given. To petltlen

the autonomy o the University an at the same time to expect

to continue receiving a subvention from the Government is nonsense...

In Roman Lw, he who receives a wage...has an unaveldable ebllgatlon

to be ioyl to the one who pays him. Anl, if he wishes to be

indepen&ent,, the most elementary &uty of common aeeency emans
that he renounce his wage.’

As matter o fact, it is interesting to note that the

above quoted statements o theory mane in 1928 with regar to the

autonomy of the University were actually borne out in 1929, when

the new Law graatlng autonomy to the University was put to its

first test in the election of the new Rector. The etails of this

election will be &iscusse in another place (see eeSl-ew But

in passing it is pertinent to refer to the remarks made by Dr.

Pere ae Ala at a meeting of the University 0ouncil on the

occasion of the election. The University Oocil members, Dr. Alba

polnte out, are under an t11US:neoeern the extent of their

authority. They must elect the Rector indicates by the President

of the Republic; they must take into accost the fast that the State

is all-absorbent and tends to centralize everything; that am long

as the University is boun to the Government by the umbilical eor&

o the BuEget it must expect to in itselZ in contempt of court

when it antagonizes the PresiEent; anE that whatever utonomy the

University possesses by the New Law is vestee in the Academies of



who have een iven he ih of

appointing na dismissing members of the University faculty.

In the following pages an attempt has been made, on the

basis of such ata as was ava1able in each ease to anaySe the

Schools an olleges o the Natiel University mner the general

heaaimgs el: History an Eulpmeat, Degrees, Entrance Reqre-

merits, Oeses, Examinations, Miscellaneous Reatlons, an

General 0omments. It was state in the intro&uetlen to this

report that the University is at the present time un&ergelng

rather extensive reorgazatlon anl the reaaer is, remlnaea again

that much of the material glvea below in this general section is

already, or very soon wi+/-l be, et e ate.

Nat_ona_!. Preparato,ry _school (Escuela Naci ona! Pear_aterl._a

H!st0rY .an. Eqnipment

The National Preparatory School was createa by the Law

ef December 2, 1867, uring the ainistratlen of President Bemite

Jrez. Previo to this time, a school serving more or less the

same purposes haa existea, but the above ante represents the

occasion ef a complete reorganization of the Instltution after

the fashion of the so-calle positivistic Preneh schools of that

period. In 1910, the reparatory School was Brought together with

the various professional schools to form the National University

of Mexico. As has been nete above (see P.17), the National

Preparatory School was again reorganized in 1919 an only two



years e the traditional ive-year course were left under the

jurisdiction e the National University. The irst tree years

o the old course were placed under the administration of the

Federal Department of Education to orm what are now known as

the Escuelas Seeundarias.

The repratory School has, or the last sixty years

or more, been located in a building originally planned as a

convent and later use by the 0oleglo de San il&eonso. The

three-storey buil@ing is eslgne in the elassleal colonial

style the characteristic feature being a series o patios

or open courts in the center o the structure.

In the school proper, there are twenty-elght class-

rooms with a maximum capacity of sixty students each; two

laboratories, with a capacity of eighty students each; and one

large assembly hall, seatlng ive hundred students. In a&itlon,

the School is also equipped with a small gymnasium, a shower-room,

two small rooms for student gatherings, and three libraries.

Two of these libraries ae simply a few shelves of

books in the chemistry and physics laboratories. The main library

is located ca the ground floor in what was originally the chapel

of the old convent. It contains some 13,312 books which have been

eatalogue anl an unknown number of uncatalogued books. The

library is very badly llghte& nd the books are portly and in-

conveniently arranged. Apparently very little studying is done

in the library for it is mainly used as a gathering place and

social hall or the students who are allowe& to smoke, play games,

and make as much noise as they please. Books cannot be taken

out except by obtaining special permission rom the Administrtlon



the School. In 1927, 533.30 pesos were spent in the acqitlon

o some 112 new books. (Table Vl P.S) In a&dltion the library

receive& i0 perloIcals at a cost o i06.35 pesos.

The equipment o the chemistry an& physics laboratories

is i&equate and out o &ate. In 1927, 300.00 pesos were allowe

the purchase e new equipment an supplies. (Table VI)

Although the building an& equipment o the Preparatory

School is superior to that of most of the other sehool in the

University, it still leaves much to be eslre. The classrooms

are badly lighted; broken windows and doors are very much in

evienee; and the lavoratories are unsanitary and gently in

need e repairs. One outan&ing eature of the School is a very

remarkable series o reseoes palnted on the walls of the

corridors suring the patios.

The physical eapaelty o the School is estimated at

1,800 students. In i27, a total of i,79 stu&ents were enrolle

in the ay- an night-schools. The slze e the classes varles

rom 40 to ll5 students, wlth an average o about 60. (lasses

in language are so.mewhat smaller and average about . )

Degree

The Preparatory School has for its ppose to develop

in the students an appreciation ef general and natlol culture

an& to prepare them in special courses for studies in the National

University leading to prefesslonal degrees. The National University

grants the Bachelor’s egree to these Preparatory students who

complete the eurses in Letters anl ecial Sciences, Btelegleal

Sciences, Physleal ad Mathematleal Sciences.



The irst course is considered preparatory for the

professions of lawyer an economist; the secon for doctor o

medicine; the thlr for architects, civil engineers, mlni

engineers, an petroleum engineers. Any o these degrees are

preparatory er the degrees given in the College e Philosophy

and Letters. Certificates re grate& to sdents who complete

the other courses inalcatea elow. In 1927 a total o 183
Bachelor’s egrees were grante in the Natloi Preparatory

School. (See above, P.32, Tble II)

The stu&ent must present application in the form

require& by the National University, pay a matriculation ee,
and pay the tuition required by the regulations (30 pesos n

1927 see above, p. 42, Table V). He must also present a

certificate of completion of .eeon&ary eheol studies a be

free from oontaglos alsease a physical isabilities which

might prevent efcient study.

_F__rst Yea
Ho_s per_ week

3

3
3
3
3



Secon Ye

3
3
3
3
3
3
3

Pre-Seclal Science Oourse

Year

Pree&Ical Course

First Year

Physics II, inclu&ing laboratory............
Eeoaomic an Soclal Geography. ........
General Literature...
Etymology. ....... ................
rench or Engllsh....................................
Singing............................... ..........
Games an& Sports...... .................,.........

l

3
3

I
i



$eeon Year Hos per wee

3
3
3
3
3
3

re-Dena! Oourse,,

Pre-Englneer.i

Pirst Year

3
3
3
3
1

3



tudents who hays completed two eoondary ohool courses in
English must take a thlr Preparatory School course in this
language, and two ourses in rench or Germ; those who have
completed two Secondary ooses in reneh must o three
Preparatory courses in English.

Pre-Arehl teetural Course

irst Yea

i-I/

1

Students who have complete two Secondary School courses in Engli
must o third Preparatory course an[ two courses in rench; thoee
who have complete& two Secon&ary courses in renoh must o a thlr
Preparatory course in this language an[ two courses in English.

Pre,Ohemioal E,ngi.neering

Physics II, including laboratory.................,..... 4-%Ohemisty. II........................................,..
Geology..............................,..............,..
Botany n Zoology.......................,.............
Eonomlc an Social Geography..........................
rench or English
oglc......................,...........................
inging................................................. 1
Game an Spo tS r 8...,....o...,,........ 0..0.,,..,,,.,,..



HOURS pe_ eek

Preetallurgy, Pre-Assayi Oourse

Written examlmtlons iasti one hour are given three

times a year in each ef the classes. In laboratory coses, in

aliition to the wr itten examiatlon, there are also actical

examinati ons.

The total number of teachers giving classes in the

Natlol Preparatory School in 1927 was 118. These teachers were

from 1,095.00 pesos to 3,613.50 pesos per year, aepenii

upon the number of classes given. Only 34 teachers out of the

total number on the faculty gave as many as three classes (nine

hours) per week. The ount spent for wages and salaries in the

school in the year 1927 was 19,156.00 pesos, as compared with

6,639.79 pesos spent for all other purposes (see Table VI).



57

(ta e sos)

eal.._tt_me_s

Tetal expeiItes for all salarles an wages..........

eoeeee

1,5oo.oo
$oo.oo



TABZE Vl ont. )

69.64
,4z.oo
779.5

statistics compilea rom the eeral Bget or 1927 am fom
igures supplle by the Auditing Department e the Natlenal
University



Sinoe %he reOrEaniza%ion of he School in 1919, mrke effor

has been mae to improve the qlity of instruction by obtaining

the services of more fl-time teachers and by cutting down the

size of the classes. Up to the present time, however, these

efforts have only been partially successful. Due to the lack of

materials and equipment, many of the experiments in the laboratory

courses have to be performe eellec-tively rather thn by each

student iividually. Another difficulty is the lack of textbooks

which makes it necessary for the teachers in many of the courses

to spen a good part of the class perlo dictating factual

material to the students.

Diseipliae in the School is maintae (more or less)

by an honer eeunell (TbUnl e_H..on_er_) made up of members of

the faculty an& stu&ents. This council, however, aces net have

jurisdietlon over cases of cheating. The handling of matters of

this type is left to the diseretlon of the Inivi&ual teacher

and of the Director of the School.

Opportunities for extra-curricar activities by the

students are given in various literary an& scientific clubs

in the in/ormal and organized sports of the School.

Prom the foregoing brief analysis and from the data

presente in Table VI, it should be apparent that the chief needs

of the National Preparatory School at the present time are (a)

more fi-time teachers better equlppe for their job; (b) a

better istributlon of the fun&s available for the school

something is wrong when a school spends 19,156.00 pesos for

salaries an wages, and only 6,69.79 pesos out of its total

budget for all other purposes; (c) if the school is to eeatlnne



6o

to give laboratory courses, fds shod be provie er buying

equipment and supplies; an () mee money must be provie for

the purchase of books for the library and for textbooks.

Oourses leading to the aegree of Doctor in edioine have

been ofere in exico ever since the Royal and Pontifical

University op,e.ne&.,- its doors in the year 1553. In the early

days, in keeping with the custom of the time, only materia

courses were given in the University, the career of Szgeon being

regarded[ as an ierior calling suitable for barbers. The Royal

School of $gery was not created until the middle of the 18th

entury. In 1853 was establtshe a school known as the Institution

of ge&leal Sciences to take the iaoe of the Department of [e&toine

(by that time egenerate and antiquated) in the old Royal University

of exlco. In the same year, the Royal School of Surgery was made

a part of the new Institution of edical Sciences. In 1842, the

nme of the Institution of Medica Sciences was ehange to that of

the School of edlcine, an it is from this School that the present

Oollege of edicine is directly descended.

The Oollege of eiclne has occuple the builing in

which it is at present located since 1854. The building was

originally erected in 1752-36 for the Holy Office of the

Inquisition an for many years was the headquarters of that

organization. The lrt of the el Inquisition building Occuple

by the edleal Oollege was beht in 1854 for the s of 50,O00

pesos. (The Holy Office of the Inquisition was roundel by the



Dominicans in Mexico City in 1571. The principal erlmes pishe

by the society were heresy, sorcery, pelygsmkv, seduction,

imposture. In the first Auto-e-@, celebrated in Mexico Oity

in 1574, l persons rie. The last victim of the Inqulsitlen

was the revolutionary patriot and hero General Jos ara
erele who was shot by the Royalists in December 1815.)

The large two-storey building with its great central

patio (now used for a basketball court) is a very fine example

o.f colonial architecture and despite the usage to which it was

previously put and its age still in very goo condition. It

is perhaps the cleanest of any o the University buildings an

is kept in a reasonably good state of repair. To the part of the

el& Inquisitlen building originally urchased by,the e&ical

College, the Government has recently aded an annex which has

double the space for laboratrles n classrooms available for

the school.

The College mow has about thirty classrooms with an

average capacity of eighty students, rooms for five laboratories

(anatomy, mleroblolegy, physlolegy, histology,

a large assembly room, three club rooms, and a library.

The library is locate in a small, bly llghte an

ventilated room on the second floor. The books and magazines

are kept in an adjoining room and only seniors are llowe& in the

stacks. Other students may use the books in the reading room

or take them home over night. In 127, 8.25 pesos were

expened in the purchase of 117 books and 18 perloleals. The

total number of books in the library at that time was 10,717.

ost of the medical books are in French and an examitlon of



the catalogue of the library indicates that a athetleally small

number o works have been pchase& since i00.

The various laboratories are poorly and Inadequately

equipped and much too small to aceomoaate the number o students

which are enrolled in the college. In one ease (microbiology)

laboratory with a mxlmum capacity of 20 stueats has 150

students in the course for which it is used. The small funs

available for the College not only make it impossible to buy

new an modern instruments and apparatus for the laboratories

but even make it difficult to repair the apparatus which the

College now has.

In 127, the Oollege of eiciae spent, for all

purposes other thn salarles, 17,361.31 pesos:

The average number e stu&eat in the irst-year ceases

iS 150 p.er class, an in some classes are enrolled as many as 250

students. In the upper years, the number of students per class

averages about ity. At the present time, the school is badly

overcrowaed. Into lecture halls &eslgned to hold lO0 students

must on occasion be orowde six times this number. According

to the estimate o one proessor, the capacity e the school is

not over 200 stu&ents whreas at the present time ever 1,500

students are enrolled. (Table I) EZorts have been mae to

down the number of students in the 0ollege, but political

pressure has been so great that they have prove& of no avail.

ourses of study in this College lea to the professional

egree ef Doctor of Heaicine and certificates for the profession



In 1927 a total ef 102 aegrees were grantea

in me.icne; l certificates in nursing, an 21 in miwlfery.

Ent.r.an0e _requlremen.ts for the courses in General

eieine are: Preedem from contagious &iseases an physical

disability that would prevent practice of the profession;

a certicate o completion of Preparatory studies.

are: a certificate rem the Ministry of ublic E&ucation or from

a tate Department o Primary Educs,tion o:f completion o primary

studies; the completion o a brief one-year cose in grammar,

physics, chemistry, and biological sciences; a to be not less

than 18 nor mere than 5 years o age.

ourses

General

rst Year

Descriptve anatomy an dlssectlens
Cltolegy, histology, an& micresceplc anatomy
Cerrespendlng praetlcal ceases,
Embryology
General Biology (Irst semester)
General Physiology (seeon semester)

Appl
Diss
Sec
Spec
Phys
Prac
icr
Corr

escriptlve anatomy
ectlons or the above course

the0retieal physlelogy
physiology, practleal course

ologlca i Ohemls try
tieal course, Physiological Chemistry
obology ana parasltelegy
esponalng ractlcal course



First cease in athelegleal medicine
First cose in pathological surgery
Pathological physlele
Prepeaemtieal Ollnie, mealeine
Preeeutleal Ollnle, smrgery
Pathelogleal anatomy
Patheleglcal anatomy, practical course

Fourth Year

Secen course in pathological me!icine
Seeo eourse in pathological surgery
Therapeutic medl
Therapeutic medicine, practical course
Physletherapy
Theraeutlc sgery an& operations on eaiavers
First course e melleal clinic.
First cease o rgical clinic

Fth Year

Thirise in atheleglcal meaieine
Third cease in pathological smrgery
General pathology
Hygiene
Hygiene, practical cease
Ostetrieal theory aa Oh1-Oare
Seeona course ef meal cal ellnic
Secen course of sgleal clinic
egal meileine
Oerresponiing practical courses

Intern Year

ThirOose of medical olinlc
Third ceurse e sgcal elnle
Ostetrieal e lnic
Ophthalmic elinle (one semester)
Bermatologlel clinic (one semester
Psychiatric ellaio
Pre- ann post-operation theraeutlcal clinic one semester )

rst Year

irst cose in theory of nsing
Nsing o mellcal patients



eeon Year

Seeen course ia theory e sg
Oare e surgical patients

ourses or the irst two years are the same as these liste above
under Nursing.

Thlr Year

irst course in obstetrical teory
Pirst course in obstetrical clinic

ourth Year

course in obstetrical theory and ehil&-care
Course in obstetrical clinic

Eamlnatin_Eeouirements for Oourses

Examlntlons in the individual courses are oral ana are

given once a year beere a jury o three members of the aculty.

They are usually both practical and theeretlcal examinations and

may last anywhere from fifteen minutes for stu&ents known to be

well quallfle to n indefinite period for these students whose

attendance recor& is poor. Written examlntione are not given

the courses because (so the writer was Inorme by one o the

members of the aculty) it is almost impossible to prevent the

students rom cheating an because the students claim that there

is much mere epportity or the proessors to &isplay avoritlsm

in a wrltten examination than in an oral examination given in the

presence o three judges.

Oandldates, having completed the courses of studies



rescrlbe an srve the intern year necessary for octors or

the slx-monh intern perlo reqnire of nurses an mwlves, wll

comply with the o!iowlng requirements:

Candi&atss for the degree of Doctor of e&idine must take

an be approve in a general examitlon which will Inclu&e a

written examination, an examination in theory or theory and

practice, and in practice methods. The first will be a thesis

the subject ef wh-lch will be selecte by the student. When sub-

mltted to the members of the Examination Bear they will ecide

at their first meeting whether or not it is acceptable. The

examination in theory or practice and theory will be on any

subject o escriptive natomy, physiology, internal and exteraal

pathology, therapeutical medicine, sgery, hygiene, er obstetrics;

and, also, ordinary laboratory, operating, or dlsseetlen emonetra-

tlon may be requlre of the candidate. The practice examitlen

will consist e the iagnosls, prescription, an& treaent by the

candidate o a medical, a surgical, and an obstetrical ease.

These latter two examinations will be given together.

The candidate whose written thesis has not been accepted may take

these examinations with the obligation, however, to present a new

written examination t a later &ate. On the ether hand, the

analaate whose written examinatlon has been accepted, but who

ails the examinations in theory or practice and theory is

ebllgate to take again only the examinations in which he has

a1ed.

Oandldates or the eertiZcate in nurslng must have

attene uring their two years of study the correspendi



meioal an suriol ollnios and mus lss n exami%ion in

general practice and theory.

0an&idates for the midwifery eertlfleate must pass an

examition in general practice-theory.

Stn&ents of this 0ollege who are can&idates for the

degree of homeopathy will study mteri me_iga an& homeopathic

therapy n general pathology instea of therapeutle me&lelne

and the corresponding praetloe, the former subjects being taught

by homeopathic professors.

Miseellaneous Re.fat ions

Instruction of students will be given in the College,

in the Free College Dispensaries, in the Pree Public Hospitals

Dispensaries, an in other publle institutions. Private

instltutioas my also be used when offered, subject to the

approval of the Director of the 0ollege.

The professional course leading to the egree of

Doctor of ealcine requires five years of stud,V an an obligatory

sixth year as intern. For women students the period of intern-

ship is six months.

No student may be inserlbe in seeon&-semester courses

unless he has passed more than half of his studies for the first

semester.

0ertan courses my not be taken until preparatory

studies, to be determine& by the Bear of Directors, have been

completed.

When a student has failed three times in a course, or

when without justified cause he has not been present at ordinary



General

There are at present no full-tlme professors in the

College of e[ieine. ost of the teachers give three one-hour

classes a week ana a few teach o hour each day. In 1927, the

former recelve six pesos a &ay or 2,409.00 pesos a year, and

the latter four pesos per ay or i, 460.00 pesos per year.

(Table VII) The tectal expenditures for salarles an& wage

in 1927 in the College of edlcine were 46,54$.50 .pesos,

(Table VII), as compared with 17,361.31 spent for all ether

purposes.

Although officially all teachers are supposed to be

of the same grade, nevertheless in recent years there has grown

up in the school a distinction between professors of theory,

professors of theory and practice, and professors in charge

a clinic. The last mentioned are considered the highest rank.

There are also two classes of assistants: those who receive a

salary for their services and these who &o not receive any

remuneration. In 1927 the total number of members of the

faculty of the College of Medicine, ineludi both professors

and assistants, was 2$9.

The methods of instruction used in the College of

Medicine are those common to an institution of this sort an

are generally believed to be of an efficient character. Due,

however, to the lack of textbooks, library facilities, and to

the general overcrowding of the school, some of the teachers



TABZE V!l

Year ly
Salary

5,475.oo

, 85.o0

,77.5o
2,19o .00
2,190.00

Tutors i esoriptlve atomy at 3.50 pesos

2 Assistants the irst an seoon so,see
e amate, physlel9, gery, etc. at
3.50 pesos er y...........................
Cllaleal assista2ts at 3.50 pesos per y..

Laboratory Assistants In mioroeoopy an
ollmloal ollmlos at 3.50 pesos per ay.......

16 Asistaats la histology, embiolo,
hyglem, eto. at 3.00pesos per any..........
Assistants In oharge o laboratory
smpplles at .00 pesos per aay..............
Assistants to 0bleSs o Departmemts at
3.00 pesos per y...........................
Assistants ia the ree ispeasary at
3.00 pesos per ay...........................
Oator o the medical muse at 4.oo esos
or y......................................

i0 Nurses at 2.50 pesos per ay...... ..
OIoe 01erk at 7.oo pesos per a..........
01erk at 6.00 pesos per ay.................
Steaograers at 4.00 esom per y.........
Ohaue at 5.00 osos per any.,...........
Asslstt Ohame at 3.50 pesos per any...

277.5o

z,277.5o

z,o95.5o

1,o95.5o

z,o95.5o

z,o95.5o

z,46o .oo
Sz2.5o

2,555.00

i, .00
z, 27.50

TOtl



z,46o.oo

z,a77.5o

z,77.5o

Tetl

Total expendltes for all salaries am wages............

,po.oo
:L,O,O0

:L:L, 540.06

Satistlos oompilel from the eerl Bget fOX’ 1927
m em ies pplle by the Aitlng Bertmemt

the Natiel Ualverslty



re force& to spend a goo &eal of the classroom time in &iotatlng

factual material to the students. The character of the InstrUc-

tion given te the internes in the varleus hospitals eenneete&

with the College is said to be of much lower quality than that

given in the College proper.

Members of the faculty who have stu&le& abroa& hol&

that the instruction in the College of Me&ieine in Mexico compares

favorably with that in foreign schools of this type. Others olalm

that whereas this may be true so far as the theory of medicine

is cencerne the instruction given to the Mexican students in the

practice of medioiae aad in laboratory subjects is markedly

ineror to that given in foreign colleges.

Generally speaking, the quality o work ene by the

students in the College of ledlcine is much better than tat
in other schools an& colleges of the University. The medical

courses by their very nature tend to select a more serious min&e

and etemine& type of student and the traditions of the school

re such as to encourage these tenaenoies.

It would appear that the Medical School at the present

time is following a very shortsighte polley. Political pressure

and theories about the "democratization of education" have

prevented the Oollege from frankly facing its problems, if the

Medloa,1 College is to fulfill its functions it must either out

down the enrollment or get more money. The eeonomlc situation

of the National Government in Mexico being what it is at the

present time, the former course of action seems to be the one

indl catea.


