
A sscretsry of Edutlon in exeo.. Dr.

little hill m the p-re mo mabie seei

of the to.. %en I enuid abt thls buil

s nfor i was a scl ing built by the

co.unity aroun the school; for +/-% was tse poor people

peons, winout pay

late!y eelde I mu visit the-scel d talk

of these volunteer rks,. g hers, I met ene ola

stared ep.lnt h for the k-leh he was aolng

but in the m!ds of .ks, he s%ep

me .d i: "Seor, there is rn for y to

o, there also I caied ny roc d stones- but

it was %o b!d a chch tmt I labor. Now I .ber

Build a shoo.i, for I leaned tt when xicans

e .obliged cross the bd- into the Unlte Stat,eS



to pray; th ask us if n rea’.

ten it the ib.s o eress cl-.

ly t.y ait er .I ef stistcs,

cS tha..a kng place in a ct And so it.

ts case. @ ex.o has put It.s. faith In edat ion.

The xi tion is at the pst time cducti ex-

pnt In blle ueatlon, unpcented the hiso
t t. Li old n Isabel, xieo is cg rocks

es up a hill to bull a

The bill f public educatie In ce fr

190 s in nd nbers ,800,000 pesos. 0f this

@0,I00,O pesos wre ent by the Fed govnt d

,V00000 pesos the ste and iclp @ovnts.

to bude s devo .education. T avae per-

centre of the state and nieil budgets devot to educa-

tia! pposes was Just . In her wor, tns-

lati he fes Into Ic olls, exico is

for public eduti at e present ie apxely

of rds e be ei up a seabler
It Is intention the- !eee to describe briefly:

fndat!on d suet .of i-s new edaon sem,



in lexl a preb-lem .f illlt-cy. Ae 19’I e.ensus

bet, 8.-87,8 or 65,.2% of the pu.latlon above lO years of

age cann rea or rite. In cvral stats the

of illiteracy of the pop.at lon above lO yrs of ae ries

as hitch as 8%, and even in the Fdral Distrlc the

rage Is ,0.. To put e ""
f a total population of !0,58,6I above I0 ye-s of

only ,54,VV, or a little v ono-th, are o to be

able to read - write.

Udbtedly, wn the flg.ur,s of !90 cen

are available th will sho so dccrse in the percente

of iliitera, Taking the fis as th stan, h-ve,
it wId be ,Ifficult to ima!ne .o the pot of vi

than the- statlstlcs discloe But even figures, such as

these, cannot give a true derstaning of the I uc-a-
ttonel pble with which the xan "’t ls fac.

As a tter fact., in y prmiantly r1ial

try the Snabili f 8 i per cut of -e population to

reaa ana.-wrlte mlght net mptan as it appes at

The chief on why the. high pcen. ef

llt.ecy in exlee at the

that this percense pens to be not only

ability of the people to rea an write, but.,

t is vastly re gnlflcant, In of the standa

-el living of an owhing jori-; of he population.
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I o wo-r, ie fact t. % Of %he ople

of exloo no-. rea an .ri-- also eorresns i%h .

i not o deled t%. poiitieal, cono:o a hAsoIoa!

the mn educational lead,s exico. are fy convinced

hat at the root of the evll lies the ionc of e people.

Taat the people -cot read and wri !s a rnor tter
iexco’s ral popu-pe ith he fac .]t h. Jority of ’

lation ( ud at least iee-frhs of tDe people are

is ignorant of a but th mt pritiwe aicult-al tecl-

niques; that the ole e t.hout owledge of h to

h s

they .o not o how to, .e tie n u-ai .es.oures lyi at

their vry oor-.teps; d t.hat their b.o.s., heir ciehes,-

their fa are still of in. cruas . st priIve t..

Lest it appr tt this statist IS only the

reactln of a foreier let me quote fm a .rert ree.ently

publlshe by the f- Sub-Se:creta of Edueatlo,

olss Se.., aft an official tr tugh he tain-

ous regions of the State of Pueb.

"The cilte of ts region Is vlea...the

fall very 8enous .a the nd., if ii cultlvated,

of us fertility. e people e r workg,

n, n, a ehilen toll1 like ts m to



un. An yet, esp!te the fact tha nae has been

p$glous is gtS.o.ha t-he

true ost he population, tt hey have pee

for-so tiue past ve had a benevolent gevert

still the standard li ese people is of- the

very lowest te.... Using t meo of e neo!Ithie

age, thei work their ns gat ts its.

the ket day ,of the nees "pueb!oclte- ( ’newest-’

shoulers e .er vest,.. As di the fathers am
their andfathers and all their ancestors, so ai o

they; thus o they sw rap,, thus galn amd sell...-

the st rt, th know of no other way to

renew the ftility of elr ls tn-to allow them

perlodleay to rest. The ye in which the i lies

fallow, the fily simply ss re hr. In one

pce, Zapotlt.m, there was a who cm!tite his

i very we!l.o.Thls wie to teaeh he lans

his sret, They !isten him wih their ual apathy,

but when the harvest- came and they witnessed again the

mae!e of the grat ylel, they asked to what saint

he pyed in ord to obta such an absent he-st

d to wt priest . i his masses.

or. to t the full sigIfinee of this quota-

ti, it must be rmbere that its-author is net esIb.lng

eonitlo in the State of Chlapas Oca er any oth

region far remove from the cent of activity .d as yet



is one of %he ichest Of the central plate gi a as

e equippea with s uicatlen as any other ste

In the Rblic. The itons which ehacterlme the life

of the in.biters of the sierras of Pusbla e no t
exception in co, but. e le. sce this is true, the

pbiem of utlon in !e is a soci.. probl in She

widest Ing of e t:m. The ople eed to bet to

r a ite, but, more than this, h n.ee to be sho

a way of iif, Litoy is iy :e first st. p,. reading

.o. a s o aohlevlg t higher e of

!i sndar of livia incatg e sses

of the in the civliig llfe Of t nmo, ,

If e que Io ch confronts the eguoational

ie.s of .ioo :is, fm one point of view, a tt of

ho the so-h/l-c bst al: e eoonoo an tial
bill.tation of t pele, from :oth po.t of View,_ uite

00

ht pt e. school can py In cating a spit of ation-

al unity ang ituzal honelty a ent ere a yet

these things are ations ther than acoolishea facts..

xlco, he-ords of a fr Sec-eta duoation,.. Jos

Vasconcelos, is a ld of conSs d dlerences. -k%xico,s

.ce of the In.hi,ants, e. .e of he soil, in e cli-

nic of nbY sections., al .ifferees the

ef the peop an in e -sca. of the un. Perps



hre is no ien on ear.th where, you c fi in the 8ame

centuries d even epochs of etaphil developn -
b tradiio and habits"

Geglaphicay, laliy, and clrally, xi

is not one, but a lf Oz iffent untrles. In the

south and in a restively rrow strip along both. ooas e

the. "tiers calientes", with the excessive heat an torren

t$. ras of the tropics, Rising ually m the t
son ra ese in the north a-attainin an elevatio of

7,500 feet in e V l!ey of xieo, is the eat central

plateau. The c!ite of this region varies fm cool to vy

and, thgh for the part si-Id onditions pre-

vail, en the nd op!y Irrigate.-, @ae to the

elevation, aest any puct of the temate an north tern-

pate.ne c be raised. B.etn the Great Central Plateau

d elth st can fnd on the slopes and in the. valleys

the o muntain ranges which travse oo- mnth

to sth, ast y o-lite ioh m dese, In the

fotn hour trip, .for eple, between exleo Cit.y an Vera

you pass tgh as y varieties of clite as if y

Journeyed in the Unite Staes om Ests Park, Colorado, to

Palm Beaoh,

Ethnologioally, psent y Xieo presents as here-

roenous a picture as it does ggraphlcal. OOnvtionally,

oan pulation divided in tee iass: whltes
di.s, mstizos i..e. the results of osss btween
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he indious oups a e whies). Of he .al popu-

latlon of s-I,S-O0,O00 iven in % 19I eensus:

These statistics-can., o course, be o.y appxely

but-at leas-ty serve to ind.lcate the !-r out.-

lines of the raci coosiion-of the p.utlsn, en one

stos to consider that no one of the hree maJor classes in--

dite represents a "e" or hous raolal stok, the

pire -eoS even clex. The m "whites",

example, fs Sn e maln, of or to t SnIsh on-

quors d their esoeats. t the spa.ni.h,

rbea, are a hybrSdlzatlon of all the raeI stocks of

p! whatever is reprente etologically by the his-

torical te -ors and "e". On-the o.th n, wmt

the Census lists as "p-e iigenous poputlon, Is made up

of at least te widely diffen ts of Indians, in tn

divld into .an undetmlned n2b ( probably flf .more )

sub-types, The mesti aB ything th ee% be put into

one of the other to classes

Consie in lti to the obm of eueation,

the eographiea! d racial isSty-ich cracerlzes

i:eo would not neessariiy alpe as a siIflcet fa-ctor,

were it not tt levels an vtles of cu!%rai



ply stae that thee Is in exi.co at the present t

almost one to one eorrenene between eul-al divsity

envntal mad biological

Indigenous (di,) putlon of exlco as a si.le ’ace;

but one t b cefui not to ip!y t-by a culral unity

which in rlity does not exist. This single rac eludes

over 49 well istlnishe et.Ical ’oups, speaking between

50 sm I00 Ifferent and distinct langes dialers, an

eibitlng -markely different custo ug blts of life.

Aft four e.d years sd m domiti by Spanish

euite, there re still in <co s. ,.000 00 llans who

cannot n speak the pni lm;e, The eumulatlve effects

of social isolation in a ntainous counry itht adequate

of-cemnlcatlon plus the d!ffert tyis of adJustnent

called h by e many v.mie.ties of geoaphical environ-

m.nt, hawe inevitably ien rise it-a! dlffentiations

which to this. day charaeterlze eco.

Anoth basis for esttin.g the extent of these

"nl ffe-rnees in tho/h% levels of cul%al del-

ont,, y be gain by cosiring the folieing vislon

of the poputio into %-es of elvii.1tlon recently pub-
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Inclu$ng a large eena of sizos.. 1,800,000

Until complete studies-have helen

flges y be accepted as a falrl adeqte reesentation

the "ultur map

With this brief svey bore us,, we are nw in a

peslt$on -.stand why e oblem of eati in

day exleo-is not only ,one of how to .prove the

bei of he peopl, but al a oblem of how the schools may

be use for the "Ine,ation of the nation", The unity of

h eups eps upon hr po,e.sslon of a cc.mmon back-

mily held sols and e!le-etive representations. If exice-

is t a nation, it because e bels of ti-ho do

yet possess any eaning or .Ifince for the vast

ity ef e ptlon, T flag, the national anthem, the

national hoes have not entere in the lence of the

people. "The histIcal tradition, ic pos Iforty

on the custo aud aspirations of a ople

c see-lolgist, nie! CeslZo Villegas, -properly speaking,.

oes net exist exieo...There are no popul legemds, n

popr roes..,.Even our .great bl-flghts an e reat
bandits, heroes of t middle class, known

few inivials who read e daily newspapers.- The "an
famil!a necional" is yet to be achieved eeo; the respon-

slbilty for its creation lies with the public schools.
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of the e.uoat.lol oblem, let us review in .ry fashion

the a, weh ve been devise-d for its solution,

tally, let us see at .ind of schools are-berg establishe-d,

and what type .of pedagogical prede is being folled, In

a wo: what is ,.exic.o doing its schools to raise %he stan-

ar o llvi of e masses of th6 ople to create a spir-

it of tion unity u cral ogenely?

Bre ertak to an th.es.e-quells,s, it is

necesr# to state that in

le on by e feeral, state and uuicil gvnts As a

tter of fact,, hov, at t pssnt, ti, wi. the except--

ion of a few of the.. larg elties municipal schoo.ls e of

little itae, Each state is aus .in regar to its

educational system y develop its ogram fr the kin-

the ivsity, T Federal vernment- s
Charge of-he schools in e Fea! District . in the Terr-

it-,.les .ad eL has th rit to establh shools in y

state, This means that the Fee.ral s.ehool sy-st,, kg

mer the -$reetlon of th Secretariat of atlon ctions

independently of the state school system. plication of

eert is avoie by a ceful co-ordlnation of the federal

state

SSnce what Jo ey has eal.l.ed "exlco’s educa-

tional r:Isnce has be ,--.doubtediy very larely ue to

the. work of the tional authorities,; it is- appropriate tha%

we shld .evot.e o .attention nmlnly to the aehi-events of



the Fedel govermt in th is field.

RDL The edution efforts of the tlonal govern-

ent in the untry. at largo outsi of the fedora! strict
the

and the territories, dates from/year 1921. At this t

faced an educatiol crisis. he thirty yes

tat.shI of Daz was, to put Sg mildly, not

f achievements eucation, and di the yess of revo-

lutlon ud social disorder followin the do,fall of at

the whole ystem had c.o= coletely organize.

Ast an te generation had oE up without the advan-

tages of public sChools. In the i-ea-. cities, schools con-

tinued to operate aft. a fashion, but in the vas rural dis-

tricts of e: ico, where 7% of t popution iive d ha

its being, hdly a school s to found. In the face of

this slttion, the feaeral ont vy willy ecied

to direct its first efforts to establishi educational ten-

ters in these neglected rural cmnities. Begii with the

Obregon admlnls.ttion in 1921, is work ms proceeded rapig-

iy. In. Septe 1931, the Secretary of Eati was able

to report that 6,401 fal rural schools ha be.. establish-, with a total olnt of 488,B69 students, d 7,484

tch.ers. For the p..tmen of R.i Schools alone, the

badget.ed ondltes of the tional vent the ye

i31 were over ,000,000 pesos.

The progr wla is bei followed in these federal

ru.ral schools is auirably adapted to the educatIcal needs of

the ari cmunltles. Departin from the tradltion tee
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"R"s" the ahorities have placed the ehasls in t four

year cose upon teachi the chilen ( and. throu the

their rents) those this which will ve i:dlatoly to

increase productivity d raise the dd of ling.

Accordiiy, ch hool Is equipped with a sall plot of

fa, gmdeni, e care of chlcke

and rabbits, and erses

the preservation of fruits and vegetables, a cntry bk

quite as large in e crlculm as readLu, rlt! a

arittic. Night classes held r adults and every effort

is put forth to ke the school the cent of the

iire.

In a the actlvlti o the al school, the

prlnc Iple of accin is in orce. is that e stu-

dents a eneourage to learn by doi.. rath th lylu,

as in e st, upon books d the wds of the teach for

ths s.rces of their knowlede. No oportuniy is nelted

to ppaate the sp irit of nat ioniism and ?roup uIW. The, and the tlonalIndies ei tau:ht to speak

anthem y be heard in little mantaln villaes here, fore

the in! of e ’hool, it is dbtful if even the meani

of the word exico s own, The sates are foi in

the foot-steps of e federal govent d the last census

reports the existence of over 5,000 state supported ral

schis.

In order to train tachers for the rural schools,

besi4es 6stabllshlr a series of reional norl schools (there

7.re 20 of these now vt a t enrolsnt of 2,9 2 stuaents),
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the!t,s devi e t Ingeno syste

een ch ps n a werk the ious st.as ef e

celve ini tini In the t- pctice of ral

edueaen. in@ !0, fer ple, so of se al
S" stiutes we held In i9i st., The

al

lleen Misslo i seclal svlce ceners whieh

bn estalished in the ststes of iao-a Mi

was

berg ed in e n fed r.on a,aal .Schis

of e Ois is etie a aat i,000,000 pesos: ech.

At the d of !ae yr e1 in all schls evaged

abeut i5 dens p sc- These insiutlons op

- the veN:S where t - is. hele cally).

heir pese to rnish a ans wheby t chil

the pes i nolders can be dped into

l,in se-esctg and t

s a .ge trac d i scked hiade anii



Th arloural senols, net o -’al: sehis,

en e most tan eeatioi ii.on -he pos-

ionaler iiIn its genel

mentlo, In 195 thee s !ted : eo City a

f e dins S’t", This si:tlon ait.-s

tion of e- dan as an intea! rtOf he le o the --
di sdts, epresenti 21 .s%ates and 25 o

en ribai oups, As ,n in rala.l pehol

Ins!:utlon has a::dy pv. a rked s:.uceess, f

shO once for all that the Men is nt only ual

In c:apaei o oher racial :ps: but. n:t he. possesses

by ,sendins is :ad,uates baok " lven the l--

te-vage, o co, In I, a -i fo.rce for

recla: the Indies for :::i. :tlon: life.

:t not b:e ooncluded e fatS which I

ent../e!y the: Int.eres- of the. dlsiets,. Both insd-e

-i hss ci on. Inenslve csi for the i:upnt

of e ci soIs.. Psrt th is c:-pai has been to estab-



cue.s al Ae Lib-re (Open Air

original snd novel eontrlbuion to school Achiecture-and

he D.n- of Euoaio:.. This brief sv,, hower, is



The eel Ov.: at esen time Is

(7) e oal el, all schools is

1,7S:,000 s%uens: f i-ch i..,5,000 are in publle

i0 ys .of e ( i,.e, mething .a.er 7,000,0 ) o

B, 14-years-) approxely only

ere shol, Ining

becau. of e ck of shols, the

ec-onic =cessl etc, ai

up wltheu- he-benefi of e.ucaIon

(5) S Mexlc au-hi.ies cim at leas l-f

e wo usele-s-s,. These schools .. sai o have no

(5). Nely 8,000-,000 pple : ::ee are elassle.
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ilv!n.

Undbey exioo is king .heey . her ste
the oes of ss To ve increed total hum-

bet of-blle schools from 11,800 o 16,600 . to have

he I. nmt endSt\es for -ueation fr ,000,000

%0 at ,.000,0 pesos .p ye asom In the

st five ye/s., no mahi Bu he bl still

reins one of sageri popolons, NOt !y mus% the natlon

sle with i.ee d neselenee on evy side,, bu

eatlon,-as ne oth publle erIse i e!o,. r
has o eonstant!y ged aast the ae-old tradltions of

polltleal !neeeee. There an

oreover, at for enlenee

the "probi of ueatlon n xi" is only one aspt .of

that h er mo:. difficult job leh the revelution

whole tion. it would. ive and ,even fo,ish to hope that

in-any edutlon o, of whatever kind, eo will f

the solution all the si Ills to wch it is - But

the present activities of the state and federal vnts
e an earnest for the e, it is clr tt exi is

deCamPed to give educatlen a fa-three to do its t
cting the ew tSen-, The rest lles in. e. p of the gods,

"it t be reconiz d said very !d d v cie",

ote.. the secr_.y of Edueatlon in 1824., "that e work of




