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ENS..WSR. .18. Mexico City,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
October 23,1927,

My dear lMr.Rogers:
"The climate of Mexico City is usually mild,
but exhilarating; rangling during the year from 3% to 75 Fahr.,

' Which is:'to say that Mexlco City

with a mean temperature of 65°'
actually has what the natlive sons of California claim to have- a
climate like thé little bear's soup, neither too hot nor too cold,
but Just right} Ahd hereby hangs a very Interesting story, the

gtory of one of the most successful of Mexico's educational ex-
periments- the "Escuelas al Aire Libre'".

In the eight primary "Open Alr Schools" which
are now golng concerns in lMexlico City we have an excellent 1llus-
tration of how happily the Mexicans can, on occaslon, take an idea
originally developed in other countries and adapt it to the needs
of theilr own nation. Indeed, the "Escuelas al Alre Libre" are
more than mere adaptations. As they have been planned and organ-
ized by the Secretary of Education, Dr.J.id.Pulg Casauranc, they
are, in truth, something altogether novel and unique.

"If it is good for weak and unhealthy children",
gaid Dr.Pﬁig, "to have sehools with the 'windows always open on
at least one side' as the 'International Congress of Open Air
Schools' has récommended, why would'nt the same sort of thing also
be good for normal, healthy childreny And, futhermore, in a
country with a climate like that of Mexico why stop with just having
the windows open? Why not do away with windows altogether and

take out a whole wall? or even two walls?"

Why not, lndeed! A good idea , this. So they
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talked the matter over and as they talked the idea grew. Perhaps
the ends of health and hygiene were not the only ones that could
be served by schools, sans doors and windows. "In New York", said
Dr.Puig, or perhaps it was the Sub-Secretary,lMr.Saenz, "I saw on
one of the busiest corners of Broadway a model clgarette factory.
At almost any hour of the day or night one could find hundreds of
people with thelr faces plastered agalnst the windows watching
the machines turn out an unending stream of cigarettes... No
doubt the company profited greatly. My point is: why should not
education be propagandized in the same way? If the people could
actually see what was going on in the schools, would they not be
more interested in them? Open air schools can do more than let
alr and sunshine in to the students; they can also let knowledge
and inspiration out to the community....."

This undignified mixture of clgarette advertise-
ments and pedagogical theory is not offered asg a rigidly accurate
report of what went on the minds of the Mexican educators. It
may ,however, suggest the fundamental ideas behind the progran
which was finkally worked out for the "Escuelas al Aire Libre".

To put the matter in more formal style, two things were proposed:
1. to bulld a type.of school which would accommadate a maximum
number of students at a minimum cost and, at the same’ time, take
full advantage of Mexico's health giving sun and alr; 2. to create
in these schools real centers of community life; to make tlienm
architecturally beautiful and pedag#gically efficient and to place
them in the poorest, most negelcted quarters of the city.

In the two years since the first school was

built in 1925, eight open alr units have been constructed in the



ENS..WSR..18. -3-

City of Mexico. With each new school, profiting by former experien-
ces, new ideas of architecture and arfangement have been 1lntroduced.
Finally,in the last unit to be built, "El Centro Escolar-Sarmiento",
(see case study below) the ideal for this type of educational in-
gtitution has practically been reached.

The plans for a typical open alr school are set
forth in the official bulletin of the "Secretarfa de Educacidn" as
follows:

"The program calls for the construction of a series
of "cobertizos" ( paviliéns . ,or "sheds") which will serve to protect
the students from the rain and the sun. These “sheds' should bhe com-
Pletely open on at leagt one side and arranged around a park or gar-
den in order to insure ample light and alr, and to give the students
that feeling of freedom and liberty that comes from direct contact
with nature."

"Stated in more detailed fashion, each school
should consist of: from five to six class-room pavilléns. with a
maximum capacity of 50 students in each; two pavilions for "tra-
bajos manuales" ( manual training, weaving, cooking etc.); seperate
'sanitary departments' for boys‘and glrls with a minimum of two
toilets and one Wash basin for each ¢lage; shower rooms and lockers
with at least two showers per clasg; and, finally, an administra-
tive pavilion contalilning offices for the principle and the secre-
tary, and a bedroom, kitchenette, and small patio for the caretaker.
In addition, wherever possible, the equlipment of the school should
include a swimming pool and an open air theater".

Due to the experimental nature of the first schools
oonstructedrand the gpecial exigencles of the sltuation presented

1n each case, departures have, of course, been made from this idesal
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plan. For example, the amount of land devoted to these schools
nag varied from 710 to 5,390 square meters. The total cost per
gchool has ranged beﬁween 23,000 and 50,000 pesos, with an average
cost of about 40,000 pesos (c¢.$20,000.) . With an enrollment of
5,424 gtudents the operating cost is 5.6%216.$2.5O) per month,per
student.

The®*statistics leave little room for doubting
the sUccess with which the first half of the program for the open
alr schools has been carried out. To build any sort of a school
that will aceommodate from five to six hundred students at a total
maximum cost of $25,000 is remarkable enough; but to achleve with
this meager outlay something that is at once a;thipg of beauty
and perfectly adapted to thei best interests of the students, is
little short of marvellous. With respect to the success of the
intention to make these institutions instruments for "accidn social
I offer the following statement by Dr.Pulg.

"In placing these schools in the poorest and
most populous sections of the city, we trled to locate them where
the need was the greatest. We hoped that the note of color and
light, and the activity and enthuslasm of the students and teachers
would act as a leaven to raise the social ideals of the community.
The results have been more than gratifying...."

"Bach: school with its modern baths and "servwi-
cios higliéhicos' has been an exer present example and impetus for
the people to get together and demand that the city council prowvide
drainage facllities, pave the streets, and in general improve the
neighborhood... They take unusual pride in their clean, beautiful
gchools. They no longer feel that they are forgotten; on the con-

trary they have been awakened to thelr dutles and rights as clt-
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izens. They have taken it upon themselves, for example, to
guard and protect their new schools... Although these schools
have no doors or windows to lock, not sc much as a single elec-
tric light globe has ever been missed."

The educational program now in effect in the
open air schools ig motivated by the same fundamental principles
applied in the rural schools: the students shall learn by doing
( the principle of"accidn"); and theyoshall learn those things
which will most effectively prepare them to take their place in
the community as self-reliant citizens{ the principle of "social-
izacidn").

If you will visit the newest of the "Escuelas
al Aire Libre",

"El Centro Escolar-Faustino Domingo Sarmiento"

you will find the physical equipment to be essentially that de-
scribed above ag "typical”., If anything, it is a little more
than typical, for its leccation in a small park on'the edge of
the city is superlor to any of the other schools. Also, its
splendid open air swimming pool, and the ample space for gardens,
sports, and an open alr theater give 1t special distinction., The
class-room pavilions- completely open except for the end wallg
and roof- are disposed about the grounds in a pleasingly irregu-
lar fashion. However, interesting: as these physical aspects of
the school are, even more interesting are the organization of
the classes and the methods of teaching employed.

The simple notion apparently underlying the
whole pedagogical procedure is that the school belongs to the

students and the community and not to the teachers and the gov--
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ernment. Teachers are there to serve the students, not the students
to "learn lessons" from the teachers. When thejstudents talk to

you in a very dignified manner about the work of "our" school they
mean just that., They have helped build it with their own hands
and,now that it 18 done, they take an active part in running 1it.
This little fourteen yeari.old lad who proudly bears the title of
"Commigssioner of Agriculture" explains quite simply that he has

full charge of allotting the garden plots and seeling that they are
properly worked. Thig other thirteen year old boy is the "Commis-
sioner of Banking'. His duty is to run the school savings bank

and to make loans to thilg or that individual or co-operative so-
ciety in need of help. And so it goes. Every activity of the school
is managed by the students themselveg. There is a'"@ommissioner of
#larketing who looks after the sale of the products of the gardens
and of the "pequenas industrias" ( small industries), a "Commissioner
of Public Health", a "Commissioner of Sports" - even the discipline
of the 600 students 1g administered by a body of grave, young
"Judges".

Every student during the six year course 1is
required to take the traditional reading, writing, and arithmetic.
But aside from this and a few subjects such as history and civics,
practically everything elge in the program is voluntary. The whole
matter 1s put on the basds of interest. No one 1ls forced to take
part ih the activities. The gtudent is made to feel that he is a
citizen in a busy community and his participation in the community
life must be purely spontaneocus. And the best thing that can be
gald about the whole scheme 1s that apparently it works. The stu-

dents love it. From the smallest four year old tot in the kinder-
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garten to the oldest student in the sixth grade (and sonme are
as old as twenty-one years) they come early, stay late, and
wWork hard.

In view of the fact that this particular school has
only been open for two months, it is perhaps a little early to
estimate its effect as a social Torce in the community. Accord-
ing to the Principal, however, the parents are already beglnning
to take 3 deep interest in all the activities of the students.
Parents associations are being formed. The people of the neigh-
barhood are very poor, but somehow, each one contributing his
ke ’

Bit, they have monoged to buy thisg or that bilt of eculpment-
gravel for walks, rakes for the gardens, and whatnot- which the
school s+l needsd-

No dgceription of the "Centro Escolar- Sarmiento
would e complete without some mention of the remarikzable mural
vaintings by the young Mexlcan artist, Maximo Pacheco. 4 dure
blooded Indian, not yet 21 years old, Pacheco 1s one-of the wmogt

growp o5
brilliant of the now famousarevolutlonary articts headed by
Diego Rivera. lils [lrescoeg, portraying the students engaged in
characteristic: activitieg, have been painted on bhothothe inside
and outside walls of the pavilicns. A curiocus mixture of realism
and symbolism, they are not only splendldly decorative, but =&

constant stimulation to the imaglnation of the students.

an leaving tomorrow morning for a week's trip

in the state of Oaxale,

thie 1g probably the last letter which
vou will receive from meNpefore departing for Europe. I take it
that the letter wihlch you prmised in your recent telegram will

answer all the cquestlons which INhave raised. Wherefore, Sir,
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I wish you "bon voyaggx\and charge you to convey my very best
regards to the Hoppers.
Yours Bslncerely,

ey .



WORes W30 e

Octobor 31,1927

Daax Eyler:

Your repord on rural sohools 1s very satisfactory - an opinion
heartily endorsed by the several pedple I have had reaxi 1te I suggest
that you work 1t over a bit for use as o magazine article and have it here
when I return ~ about Christumas. Lead off the artlele with a paragraph
that relates the subjset to something of news 1nteres§. In othor words,
sive 1t 2 "news ﬁook“. A few pleturss nmisht be usefuls

Jullus Xlein director of the Buream of E‘orei.{m‘ and Domestlc

Cormercse, sugsests that, instead of the Burean sending you its wenoris
on Eafiexioon, you g0 over the material, from time to time, in ths office
of the Commercisl Attache, Nexico City. Tho material reaching Washinston
is distributed betwsen the varlous offices in. ths Burean and that which
is not published is hard to reassemble. Xlein has written to his repro-
sentative about you.

I have talked with officials of Pon Amorican Union and with .
Klein sbout the conference t0 be held in Hamona. There 1s a wilde 'dlvergence
of view as to jJust how important 1t may prove to bes It is Jlkely to last
from six‘ to olzht wooks..

¥y Judgment is that you had better continus ﬁ.long in Mexico -
above all slse perfecting your Imowledge of Spenishe Sﬁould. the conference
turn out to be really vital, we can again toke up the subject with a view
to your possibly being there for the closing sessionse

I like the progzrsm outlined in your Wo. 17, October 20th. Such

reservation as I have has entirely to do with your competence to pass on



work of nature of that being done by Dre Zozayns. I do not know how rmeh
solentific "savvy" you possesse Porhaps thls is as good a time ag any Loy
you to rectify any short-comings you may have in this directione

About the publications, thoy were duly subscribed for two or three
weols anps which was, of course, long after I received your roauests The
delay on ny vart was intentlonals I went you to got saturated in Mexmiocan
affalrs ond you cantt do that, in your initial stages, 1f you aling to
Amoricen reading and evenis.

Joveral cshles have come from Hoppere ¥nlle in the Urals, he
vlcked up a fover vhich seoms 0 banmg one Apparently, however, he is now
on the up-grado. |

John and I o%ill plan t0 8241 on the Majestic on the £ifths I
will returm cbout Christmas.

Continue to send your weekly letters to New York, dut in
addition send & sarbon to John Crene, cere of Americen Legation, Prosuo,
Ozechoslovakis.

96111 have in mind looking in on yourearly in Jonuary.

Sincerelys
USR/FC

P.3s John Langdon Dovies is here md we are tvying to work something
oute



Tovenber 2,1927

Hrss Tyler We Simpson,
Apertads 538
Hexico Clty. lexwico.

Tooyr Keiths

Thanles ever so mch Lor your intercsting lettere Heep
up the zood work by sending slong other colorful itoms.

Thove has begn 2 viot of oxcitomont hereshouts. Johnt's
and my plams were adjusted so thot we mighé hove the pleasurs of
travelling s0ross the ocozn with his fathere Four or five days
eg0 Mrs Creme, who was visiting in Virginis, wos tadren 11ls Mrse
CGrane and the family doctor hastened therge. The last word, however,
is that he will arrive hore wsll enoush to s2il as per schedule.

. Poor Hopper evidently has beon having o very gerlous
time, Just how seriouns I ocammot molkte out from his letters amd
cabless lrs. Hoprer should have reached Moscow by now - she was
vigiting in London.

Here's lookins formvaxd $0 seecing yon and Sylor sarly
next year.

Sinceoroly,
YSR/FC
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ENS..WSR..19. Mexlico @€ity,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
November 6,1927.

My dear HMr.Rogers:

George Bernard Shaw's famous "dirty dig" at
the teaching profession- "those who can do; those who can't
teach"- may be a fair statement of the unfortunate impotency
of the English schoolmarms and masters. Even the ingenious Mr.
Shaw, however, would be hard put to it to make this quip fit
the clags of teachers with which Mexico is seeking to man its
rural schools. The rural school magters in Mexico both can and
do,and for this very reason they also teach. What they can do,
is, perhaps Judged from some points of view, rather simple; but
gsimple or complex, the fact 1is the whole pedagogical procedure
in Mexico's new rural schools 1g founded upon the basie princi-
ple that the teacher must galn hls right to teach by actually |
being able to do the thing teo be taught. To have heard someone's
lecture, or read somebody else's phamplet on how to plow a field,
or weave & blanket, or make soap, does not suffice. He must be
able to demonstrate these things"en propria persona'.

To discover in Mexlco a sufficient number of
Individuals trained and ready to put into practice the phlloso-
phy of "ééién" in the rural schools was, ag has been indicated
in the discussion of the "Cultural Missions", no easy job. The
educational leadérs nave done the best they could with the mater-
ials at hand, but by no means are all of the 3,000 and more
rural school teachers now employed ideally equipped for their
work. Indeed, the whole scheme of the @ultural Misslions has been

devised mainly for the purpose of filling in the gaps in the
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training of those at present in charge of the rural schools,
Inadequately prepared as many of these teachers are, they must
gerve as best they may for the time heing. But what of the
future? What is being done to train new teachers to take the
places of the ones who drop out or prove inefficient? Where will
Mexlco recruit its instructors for the 2,000 new schools which
the federal government hopes to establish during the next few
years? To answer these questions 1s to describe the work of the
recently organized "Escuelas Normales Rurales".

"The Rural Normal Schools", states the official
decree of the Secretariat of Education, * shall have the follow-
ing objects":

"1l. The preperation by regular courses of teach-
ers for the ruralischools in the small communities and indige-
nous centers,

2. The cultural and professional improvement
of the teachers in service in the reglon where the school is lo-
cated by means of short courses given during the #aeatiom.period.

3. The incorporation of the small communi-
tles In the reglon into the general progress of the nation by
educational extension work.,"

In order to Ansure the best conditions pos-
sible for achleving these object the official communiqué further
ordains that these normal schools shall be located in the rural
districts themselves, preferably at polnts offering easy means
of communication with the more important centers of population.
At least 6 hectdreas of land (about 15 acres) shall be allowed

each school for the purpose of instruction and experimentation
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in the theory and practice of agronomy and animal hushandry.
The school bullding shall be equlipped with living quarters for
the students and faculty, and shall have ample space for class-
rooms and the shops for the "pequenas industrias". A final in-
dispensable prerequisite is that the school building shall be
gso equipped and located as to permit the édequate functionlng
of an "Escuela Primaria Rural Anexa" ( i.e. a model rural prima-
ry~schbol to furnish the normal students with practiece classes),
It is uﬁ%dessary to glve here 1in any de-
tail the curriculum of the two year course offered by the "Es-
cuelas Rurales Normales". Sufficient it is to state that in the
four semesters of approkimately five months each ( & three weeks
vacation is allowed at the end of a semester) only those subjects
are taught which will be of the most immedlate and practical value
to the future teachers in putting into practice the program of
the rural schools, In order to become a student in a rural nor-
mal sechool one must be 15 years old (14 for women) and have conm-
pleted at least the four year course of a primary school. Those
gtudents who are ahle to pay are charged for thelr board and room;
for deserving students who camnot pay a certain number of fellow-
ships are provided. The schools are run as co-operative socletles
on a cogt-plus basis. As time goes on 1t 1s hoped that each school
will be at lesst 50% self-supporting.

The educational extension work, mentioned
sbove, calls for the giéing of special short courses of not more
than three weeks duration to the local rural teachers already im
service. Also dn integral part of this extenslon work 1s for
the students and members of the faculty to hold elasses, glve pop-

ular lectures, organize "fiestas" and in other ways to attempt to



ENS..WSR..19. -4

ralse the level of life In the neighboring communities.

So much for the "proyecto" of the "Escuelas
Normales Rurales? as 1t appears on baper. What 1s actually be-
Ing done to tranélate this plan into action? Before describing
one of the normal sgchooles which I have visited, let me present
in gsummary the official statlstles of the progress which has been
made in thils fleld of educational endeavor to date. The first
normal school especlally adapted for the training of rural school
teachers was established in 1925. By the end of 1926, 8 gchools
were operating in various states with an enrollment of 485 stu-
dents and a teaching personnel of 51, At the present time ( Aug-
ust, 1927) these figures have increased to 9 schools; 625 students;
and a teéehing staff of 87. The rural practice schools annexed
to the normal schools count a regdstration of 1,080 children (

838 in regular attendance) and 35 teachers.

"La Escuela Normal Rural de San Antonio de la Cal".

High up on the slope of a mountalin about three miles
from the capital of the state of Oaxaca stands an imposing two-
story building. During the time of Diaz this"edificio" with
1,200 acres of land was the seat of an "Agricﬁltural Experimental
Station". For one reason and another, but mainly because in 1915
the govérnment, wishling to set an example in the state, gave all
but 75 acres of the land to the neighboring villages for "ejldos",
the station was abandoned. Ten years passed and by 1925 6nly the
main walls of the building were left standing. "The roof, the
floors, and the out buildings were in ruins". In these days of
strenuous educational activity in Mexico "old ruins" are just so

many challenges to the educational leaders. 1In July,1925 the
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Secretary of Educatlon, Dr.Pulg, decreed that the state of
OCaxaca should have a rural normal school. Whereupon not with-
out hard labor and a strict economy in the outlay of funds (the
whole expenditure was gsomething less than %5,000), the work of
rehabllitating the former agricultural staﬁion was accomplished.
"La Escuela Normal Rural de San Antonlo de la Cal" was formally
opened in November,1l925. True, much remalns yet to be done. The
floors are a little wobbly; the furnishings are crude and the
equipment lnadequate; and the stables and out-houses are still
in a rather dilapidated state. But, nevertheless, the fact re-
malins that where once gtood only the crumbling walls of an aban-
doned experiment, now stands a Normel School that is a "going
concern”. Eleven "maestros" are busily engaged in turning 67
native OCaxacans into rural school teachers. ©Seventy-five little
Zapotecan Indlans attend the practice school and 35 adults are
enrolled in the night classes. Six or seven hectdreas are now
under cultivation and just this week the school has acquired 14
muleg wlth which to work the resgt of the land. The standard
curriculum for rural normal schools, with its emphasis upon a
type of practical social knowledge for the lmprovement of rural
1ife in Mexico, 1is in full force.

One l1little story will serve to 1llustrate
the work of "extensifn educativa" being developed in the surround-
ing countryside. On either side of the school at a distance of
a few kilometers 1s located a small village. Now, 6 it seems that
for years on end these two "pueblocitos" have had a feud over
the question of the limits of their lands. To say the least, it
wag rather unpleasant for the citlzens of one village to be

caught after dark within the bounds of the other village. And
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it was not unknown for an occasional member of one or the other
of the clans to come upon death in ways not altogether natural.
A most unfortunate, but sad to say, not an unusual state of
affairs for neighboring "pueblos" in Mexico. Now enters the
Rural Normal 8chool, and ,more particularly,with the school a
certaln teacher of music. "Music", sald this gentleman, "is
reputed to have charms to tame the savage breast"- ar words to
that effect. At any rate he sallied forth and soon had the
bands of the two unnelghborly villages practicing together at
the school building. And lo! and benold! a little music did
lead them, for now the two villages do abide in peace and mutual

respect.

BRRHRHT

My trip to the state of Oaxaca was both inter-
esting and informative. Although unfortunately the Governor was
out of the state, my letters to the Federal Ihspe@tor of Educa-
tion served very nlcely to open all the doors for me. I visited
the normal school described above ( and by the way, thls was my
first experience in trying to navigate a country road im Mexico
on a bleycle- than which there is nothing requiring more of the
talent of a tight-rope walker); inspected a number of the rural
and several of the city schools; and made a pllgrimage to the
famous archaeological ruins at Mitla. In addition, in the in-
terest of my forth coming investigation of the land problem, 1
had an interesting interview with the federal Agrarian Commission-
er.

After reading the recital of Bruce's diffi-
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tles, I am somewhat hesitant to relate more of my own mild
adventures in traveling around Mexico. However, I venture to
state that what one gains in "comfort" in Mexico over Russia,
one loses 1n the greater number of hours that are wasted in
trying to get any place off the main lines. For example, I
left OQaxaca at 7 A.M. and was supposed to arrive in Puebla at
T:45 P.M.- but, such is the way of railroading in Mexico, the
traln d1d not arrive until 4:30 the next morning. This would
not have been so bad, perhaps, had 1t not been that the day
before I lost several square inéhes of skin riding via horse-
back to visit one of the rural schools, and perforce could not
8it down in the usual way. This,taken in conjunction with my
unhappy discovery that Mexlcan food and riding bicycles on
country roads 1s hardly soothing balm for the bad case of
hemorrhoids which some evil spirlt of Mexico hasg wished off on
me, glves me some slight grounds for'sympathy with Bruee.,

Your lagt letter leaves me content and I
shall follow the suggestions therein contained. In reference
to the article which you suggest my getting into shape, I may
say that, if my plans do not misecarry, I will have in New York
long before you return my complete report on education with
plctures, character sketches of the leaders, etc. This should
furnish material for several articles if you deem it wise to
go usge 1it.

I awalt with Interest the outcome of your
parleys with Langdon-Davies.
My best to you and John.
ETB.



Hovambey 10th, 19527

Hre Byler W. 3impgon,
Anartado 538,
Mexzico Gltyg De Fa

Deaxr Hyler:

On the 25%h lr. Barrett will pay the Camadian Banlk
o0f Cormerce 5400. 0 be crodited o yous

Ve « lire Js Re Oronag, John, Mirs. Rogers mnd I -~
are all set to sall tomorrow night. re Crane, whoss illness
delayed our doparture 8 week, seems now to be in good health.
He retums eorly in Defarber. !rss. Rogers amd I expact to be
back befors Christmes - but I have ny doubis.

Your sducational articles continve to recelve
favorsble commont from the seleot few who are permlited to
read theme One-of nmy friends, o knows Mexico, hops all
over your political lotter of 2 momth or so amw. Jis oomplaint
is that you are retailing gossip oand are oo inexperienced as
yet 40 have an indepondent Judgment. Bs caveful not to do
what the joumalists do - tell asch othar tho newst

Beoat greotings to you and Xelth,

WSR/F0



ENS weWSR e 20. Mexico City,D.F.,
Apartado 538,
November 15,1927.

My dear Mr.Rogers:

Mexico is teaching Indians to laugh. I have
geen an Indian laugh- nayl even more, I have seen two hundred
Indians all laughing together at the same time. I do not expect
anyone to believe this. I would not believe it myself had I not
geen 1t with my own eyes, for everyone knows that Indians are not
supposed to laugh. The proper busliness for Indians in my own
bduntry is to wear feathers down thelr hacks, engage ln flat-
footed war dances, shoot innocent Nordics, rlde bareback horses
in wlld west shows, and live on reservations. In Mexico Indians
are beings who inhabit the “"sierras" and make trouble for the
government, or lazy, stupld creatures that work om "haciendas",
or, more romantically and more distantly, "our glorious fore—‘
fathers who were betrayed and conquered by the unspeakable Span-
iards". But in any case, whether he be in the United States or
in Mexico, "lo! the poor Indian" is by traditiom a sdlemn, stolcal,
even morose individual, Occasionally the novelists have allowed
him a "crafty smile'- but an honest, hearty, spontaneous guffaw?
Well, for Indians and horses, it just is'nt done. Now the inter-
esting thing about all this is that for once popular tradition
approkimates the truth, Here in Mexlco Indians don't laugh. They
don't know how! Three centuries and more of virtual slavery,
and generationson end of hunger, poverty, and neglect; life with-
out hope and death wlthout distinction- this 1s ehough to rob
any people of the gift of laughter,

It does not appear in any of the manifestos

or "plans" , but in a very real sense it i1s true that the battles
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of Mexico's great revolution were fought to vindicate the right
of the Indian the laugh. "If the Indians", sald the revolu-
tlonary leaders, "have somehow lost this undque human capacity,
if they no longer‘know the Joy of life, then we will teach them
agalnm the meaning of laughter and all that 1t symbolizes. We
wlll prove once and for all that the Indians are not inferior
clods, but men like other men, a race pd%essing the same range
of capacities and sharing the same: fundamental human nature of
all other races of mankind.".... In due time the government set
to work to redeem this promise in the "ideologia revolucicnaria"
and in 1925 there was inaugurated in Mexico Gity "la Casa del
Estudiante Indigena".

"The House (or 8chool) of the Indigenous
Student™, to be sure, is not devoted solely to renewing the rig-
ibilities of the indigenous population of Mexico. Laughter 1is
only the symbol of what 18 in reality the beginnlng of a tremen-
dous experilment in cultural assimilation. To put the matter in
the more formal and detalled language of one of the offical pub-
lications, the purpose of "La Casa del Estudiante Indigena" is:
d "l. To 'annul' the cultural distance which
seﬁf;ates the Indian ffomvthe present epoch; to transform his
mentality, attitudes, and customs and adapt them to modern civil-
1zed life; to incorporate the Indian as an integral part of the
life of the Iife of the nation.

P :
“/2. To initlate the 'drawing together','

; :
th? gspiritual fusion of the various autbechthonous families or
raclial groups that populate the nation and to awaken and strength-

en in the Indians a gense of their own value..
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3. Not to arouse racial antagonisms and feel-
ings of raclial exclusiveness... but to show the Indian the part
which he must play in the formation of the national soul; to ex-
alt the significance of the Indian culture and yet at the same
time make clear the mutual dependence and solidarity of all man-
kind.."

A clearer idea of the objects of the "Casa"
may be gained by consldering the statement mdde to me by the
director of the sgchool, Sefior Enrique Corona.

"What we are trying to do",said Sefior Corona,
ig to create wants, to stimulate ambitione in a race that, hav-
Ing lost all but the simplest animal wants, no longer answers to
the dynamic: progressive force of desire...In a word, we are striv-
Ing to railse the standard of living of a people whom the untoward
events of hilstory have reduced to the level of mere existence.
Igsolation has.always meant lgnorance and cultural decay and the
cage 6f the Indlans shut away in the mountalns of Mexico is no
exceptlion. By bringing these Indlans from all over the country
here to.:the capital, throwing them into contact with the 'criollos’
(those of Spanish descent) and the 'mestizos' (mixed Indian and
Spanish) , letting them work, study, play, and- yes- struggle,
suffer, and triumph- thus it is that we hope to create the “gran
familia nacional'...Once these students have heen incorporated
into the natlonal culture, once they share with their fellow
Mexicans common aspirations and common idesals, then we plan to
gsend them Back to leaven the loaf in their natlive villages- each
one a teacher, a leader, and a prophet for his people.”
Upon analysis these two statements 5f the

objects and purposes of the "Casa del Estudiante Indigena"
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reduce to thils: The School for Indlans is an attempt to imtro-
duce selected representatives of the indigenous population to
the technique of modern civilization, to create in them a spirit
of natlonal unity, and to prepare them as agents to carry both
technique and spirit back to their native wvillages,

The actual pedagoglical proceedure through
which the educational authorities are seeking to translate these
hopes into realities reveals a program in which technical and
goclal studies recelve equal emphasis. Within the school proper
the students receive Instruction 1ln the more elementary hygienic
and aesthetic forms of “eivilized" behavior. This includes such
matters as learning to sleep in beds, eat at tables, take baths,
wash their teeth, and wear shoes. Of a more strictly social
nature are the activities in the clubsg, cooperative socletles,
and on the athletic field. 1In these and other ways the teachers
strive to break down the Indlan reserve and aloofness and in-
8t11l in the students a spirit of“reciprocity, sociability, and
camaraderie".

In order to carry out in the most effective
manner the plan of constantly ";mixing"foaigh;the other racial
elements in the city, the formal class room lmnstructlom is, in
the main, carried on in cooperation with other saehools. 1In thils
way the Indians are really attending, not one, but a half-dozen
different schools. In the "Escuela Practica de Industrias", for
example, they recieve instruction in the various "pequenas in-
dustrias"( conservation of fruit and vegetables, tanning, car-
pentry, etc.); in the "Instituto Technico" they are taught the

elementary principles of mechanics, electricity, and "automo-
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vilismo". Supplementing the class room work, the procesg of
agssimilation 1s also furthered by frequent wisits to museums,
libraries, historical and archasologlcal sites, by athleticd-
competition with other schools, and by parties and "fiestas"
in the "Casa" to which "outsiders" are invited.

Parl pagsu with these efforts to lntroduce
the students to the soclal and technological aspects of modern
clvilization go the activitles devoted to “"exalting the signif-
icanece of the Indlans own culture". Tribal clubs are formed,
the students are encouraged to practice and develop their native
arts and crafts, to sing thelr native songs, and to preserve the
memory of their tribal legends and history. Above all,they are
not allowed to forget thelr dialects for thereln liles the hope
of taking back to their own people the things which they have
learned in Spanish.

The physical equipment of the "Casa" com-
pared with that of many other schools in Mexico 1is of an excep-
tionally high grade. The main building is large, well arranged,
and affords ample room for the dormitories, class rooms, mess
halls, a library, theater, and swimming pocol. In the space around
the bhullding are athletlic fields, gardens, chicken pens, and

varlious out g ugse8. Though the archltecture is unpretentious,

the long galiéi&es which with their graceful arches encircle the
wings of the building, the use of natlve decorative schemes,
and, above all, the spotless cleanliness of both grounds and
bulldings, gives the whole place an air of dilstinction and even
beauty. The buildings plus the equipment'represent an expen-
diture of about 350,000 pesos (c.$175,000.). At the present

time the school counts 200 students and 8 members on the: faculty.
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The operating costs average 2 pesos a day per student, or about
$6,000. a month. Of this expense the greater part is borne by
the federal government. In a few cases,however, the state gov-
ernments contribute half offthe expenses of students coming from
tribes within the state,

| To enter the "Casa del Estudiante Indigena"
a student must be between the ages of 12 and 17, a representa-
tive of a pure Indlan group, and be able to speak his native In-
dlian dialect, It 1is also prefered that the prospective student
shall have completed at least two years of a rural school, al-
though this 1is not required. The 200 students now enrolled in
the school come from 21 different states of the Republic and
represent families or sub-families of Indians speakling the follow-
ing dialects: Amuzgo, @ajuar, Chontal, Huasteco, Huilchol, Mexica-
no, Mayo, Maya, Mazahua, Mixteco, Otomi, Pame, Pépago, Popolaco,
Quiche, Cachiquel, Tzoque, Tarahumara, Tlapaneco, Tarasco, ¥Yaqui,
and Zapoteco. ( This list is inserted en toto by way of an exhi-
bit of one of Mexico's greatest problems in education- how to =
reach a diversity of peoples speaking a dlversity of languages.
Very few of the students can speak any Spanlsh when they enter
the"Baga".)

Those in charge of the "Casa del Estudiante

Indigena" and others interested in the future of the Indians in
Mexico are immensely enthusiastic about the work of the school.
Already plans are béing made to ehlarge the plant to accomodate
a thousand students. New courses are to be added and the actiwvi-

ties of the school expanded in every way possible. The friend-
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ly critic in seeking to evaluate the significance of the whole
project finds it difficult to escape the contagion of this
enthusiasm, Nor does one wish to escape 1t so far as some of
the achlevements are concerned. No elaborate psychological
tests. or serles of mental measurements are needed to prove the
sucecess of the undertaking as an experiment in racial psycholo-
gy. BEven the most prejudiced observer will have to admit that,
1f the 200 students now enrolled in the school are a fair sam-
ple, the Indlans of Mexlco ean with proper training display
physical, intellectual, and artistic capacities equal to those
of any other racial group. To see these Indiansywhen they arrive
at the school- dirty, sullen, ignorant, little savages, and then
to see them a year later- clean, alert, laughing, and- yes-
"civilized" youngsters- is almost to witness a miracle. "Ya
saben reir los muchachos" ( now the boys know how to laugh).
Indians are human beings!

However, granting that the "Casa" has success-
fully demonstrated the raclal equality of the Indian ( in so far
as such things can be demonstrated), there gtill remain a number
of other problems to be solved before the experiment can be
declared an ungualified success. The first and most important
of these problems relates to the misslonary aspect of the pro-
gram., W1ll these Indlan students after three or four years
spent in surroundings offering every convenlence of modern life,
and after belng given every opportunity to develop a taste for
the pleasures, excitements, and interests of a large city, want
to go back to the dreary monotony, the dirt, and the squalor of

thelr native-villages? In other words, are some of the critics
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right in holding that the "school 1s an Indian zoo and that its
only result will be to fire a varied assortment of savages with
an ambition to wear a silk hat and get a soft political job in
Mexico City"? When I raised this point with the Director of the
school he assured me that the faculty was doing ev}ytning in 1ts
power to combat this danger. On every possiblé:occasion the stu-
dents are reminded of the debt they owe to thelr own people and
the responsibllity which lies with them to pass on to their tribe
the knowledge which they have acquired. Whether when the test
comes thils idealism will prove actually to nave taken rool remains
to be seen, At least 1t 1s not without Interest that one old
Tarahumarsa chief proposed to take nc chances with this sort of
moral suaslion. The story goes that when he was about to leave
fifteen representatives of his tribe at the school he addressed
them in this wilse: "Here you remain, my sons. When your studies
are finished you will return to your native 'sierra'to. teach your
brothers. And rest assured,thst 1f any one of you falls to return
another Tarahumara will come to seek you out and punish you with
death".

Another question which presents itgelf is:
Assuming that any or all of the students do go back to their
native viliages, Just how effective wlll thelr efforts be to
"teach their brothers"? Will not the very things which they have
learned- their new way of dressing, the new food they eat, the
new language they speak, the new habits and tastes they have ac-
quired-operate to isolate them from the wesy people they wish to
helﬁ? Cultural and social "distancesg the sociologists have

pointed oug are just as real, Just as formldable barriers to com-
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municatioﬁ.as mountalins and rivers. The routine of exigtence,
the way of life, in an Indian village, uncivilized though it
may appear to the whlte man and the city dweller, nevertheless
has all the power of age-old tradltion behind it. Even natives
will not be able to change or "uplift" this way of life if they
come wearing too strange an air,

It may be that both of the questions which
have been ralsed here are purely theoretical and will not appear
later on 1n actual experience. However, for the present writer
at least, they represgent the two chief defects in the educatlional
program of the "Casa del Estudiante Indigena". Interesting and
heartening as have been the results achieved in the school so
far, one wonders if the same results could not have been obtained
with even greater success by establisbing reglonal schools,
away from the elties and in the very midst of the Indlan groups
themselves. In other words, why not follow the plan which is
being so admirably worked out in the rural schools and bring the

school to the Indian and not the Indlan to the school$
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/ I leaxp/in the %/yning for a mo§/p 8 trip
in the statge of Chiapasff Most of the time we will,be several

days by rse from the railroad but I will try to send a report
along whenever the opportunity offers.

Sincerely yours,

@g/
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