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I n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  F r e d  Warner Neal  r e p o r t s  on h i s  

immedia te  i m p r e s s i o n s  of t h e  s u r f a c e  changes  which have t a k e n  

p l a c e  i n  Yugos lav ia  s i n c e  h e  left i t  i n  1951. Dur ing  t h e  n e x t  

s e v e r a l  months h e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  h i s  s t u d y  of  t h e  Yugoslav 

s c e n e  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  a t o u r  of t h e  AUFS member u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 

c o l l e g e s  i n  t h e  1954-55 academic y e a r ,  H i s  l a t e r  r e p o r t s  w i l l  go 

i n t o  r e c e n t  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and s o c i o l o g i c a l  developments  i n  

t h i s  E a s t e r n  European c o u n t r y  which h a s  a l i g n e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  

West,  
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A L e t t e r  f rom F r e d  Warner Nea l  

It was Winston C h u r c h i l l  who s a i d ,  Make y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  
of  a  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  a  week; t h e s e  w i l l  be b e t t e r  t h a n  any  you can  
f o r m u l a t e  s h o r t  of s i x  months.  I t  i s  on t h i s  b a s i s  t h a t  I a m  
w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  which migh t  b e  e n t i t l e d  " F i r s t  S u r f a c e  Impres-  
s i o n s  of Yugos lav ia . "  Even more a c c u r a t e l y  -- of Be lg rade ,  s i n c e  
we have  n o t  been  f a r  o r  o f t e n  o u t  of  B e l g r a d e  i n  t h e  t e n  days  
s i n c e  o u r  a r r i v a l .  

The f i r s t  g e n e r a l  o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  t h a t  t h i n g s  a r e  
enormously  improved s i n c e  1950-51, when I was h e r e  l a s t .  P e o p l e  
on t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  b e t t e r  d r e s s e d  and l o o k  h e a l t h i e r .  There i s  an 
i n c r e a s e  i n  W e s t e r n - s t y l e  d r e s s e s ,  and women's s h o e s  -- once t h e  
bane  of Balkan  b e a u t i e s  -- have improved n o t i c e a b l y  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  
There  a r e  more u s a b l e  goods i n  t h e  s t o r e  windows ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  
American e y e  i s  i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  amount of s t o r e  s p a c e  
g i v e n  o v e r  t o  t h i n g s  l i k e  t y p e w r i t e r s ,  c o s t i n g  hundreds  of d o l l a r s ,  
and t o u r i s t - a t t r a c t i o n  a n t i q u e s ,  c l e a r l y  n o t  f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ) ,  There  a r e  a l s o  more and b e t t e r  p l a c e s  of jamuse-  
ment. A l l  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  t h e  Balkans  -- s t i l l  on a p r e t t y  low l e v e l ,  
judged by American o r  Western  European s t a n d a r d s  -- b u t  i t  i s  a 
b i g  improvement.  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  o n l y  on t h e  s u r f a c e .  How 
deep  i t  goes ,  I do n o t  y e t  know. P r i c e s  have  r i s e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  
f o u r  y e a r s ,  b u t  t o  an  American coming f r e s h  f rom P a r i s  t h e y  seem 
q u i t e  modera te .  Al though l o t s  of p e o p l e  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a l l  p r i c e s  a r e  h i g h  
compared t o  Yugos lav  wage s t a n d a r d s .  There a r e  s t i l l  l o t s  of  
t e r r i b l y  p o o r  p e o p l e  a round ,  a l t h o u g h  -- e x c e p t  a t  t h e  S e r b i a n  
Orthodox C a t h e d r a l  -- I have s e e n  no b e g g a r s ,  s a v e  f o r  two o r  
t h r e e  of t h e  u r c h i n s  who p e s t e r  f o r e i g n e r s  f rom t ime  t o  t i m e .  

L i v i n g  accommodations f o r  f o r e i g n e r s  a r e  b e t t e r ,  t o o ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  p r e t t y  f a r  below c l a i m s  of t h e  government  
t o u r i s t  o f f i c e .  There  i s  a n o t h e r  h o t e l  s i n c e  my t i m e ,  t h e  
E x c e l s i o r ;  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  no w a t e r  t h e r e  b u t  t h a t  
i t  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  c l e a n  and q u i e t .  The b e s t  h o t e l  i s  t h e  
M a j e s t i c ,  whose t i n y  rooms a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  a l l  occup ied .  One whole 
f l o o r  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t a k e n  by  a n  Alban ian  d e l e g a t i o n  h e r e  t o  r eopen  
d i p l o m a t i c  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  E x c e p t  f o r  one o r  two c r a u a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
t h e  A l b a n i a n s  a r e  w i l d ,  unkempt- looking men who s t i c k  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  
and speak  t o  no one. The Moskva, d e f i n i t e l y  below t h e  M a j e s t i c ,  
i s  o l d e r  and  Balkan-er .  The c o c k r o a c h e s  a r e  n o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  
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t h e  h o r r i b l e  s m e l l s  f r o m  t h e  d r a i n s ,  y e t  e v e n  t h e  Moskva h a s  i m -  
p r o v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  F o u r  y e a r s  ago ,  t h e  M a j e s t i c  d i n i n g  room was 
t h e  o n l y  p l a c e  i n  B e l g r a d e  where  n o n r e s i d e n t  f o r e i g n e r s  a t e .  
Today b o t h  t h e  Moskva and  t h e  E x c e l s i o r  h a v e  f a i r l y  good r e s t a u -  
r a n t s ,  and  t h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  o t h e r s  a b o u t  town t h a t  d i d  n o t  
e v e n  e x i s t  i n  1 9 5 1 .  The w o r s t  m e a l  we h a v e  had  h e r e  s o  f a r  was a t  
a n  o f f i c i a l  d i n n e r  g i v e n  b y  an  Amer ican  gove rnmen t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

It  i s  s a i d  t h a t  some o f  t h e  r o a d s  a r e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  
we re .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  r o a d  down t h e  Danube t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  Smdrova 
f o r t r e s s  -- o n c e  one  o f  t h e  w o r s t  i n  E a s t e r n  Eu rope  -- i s  now 
p a v e d  a n d  q u i t e  d r i v a b l e .  One s e e s  a t  l e a s t  a f i v e f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t h e  number of a u t o m o b i l e s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s .  They mix d a n g e r o u s l y  w i t h  
ho r se -d rawn  v e h i c l e s ,  o c c a s i o n a l  donkeys ,  and  c o u n t l e s s  and  c o l o r -  
f u l l y  d r e s s e d  p e a s a n t s  on f o o t .  A whole  new a u t o b a h n  h a s  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d  l i n k i n g  B e l g r a d e  a n d  Zagreb ,  and  t h e  c a p i t a l  i t s e l f  h a s  
on t h e  main  s t r e e t s  a  new f l u o r e s c e n t  l i g h t i n g  s y s t e m .  

A p a r t  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  p h y s i c a l  w e l l - b e i n g  mus t  be 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Amer ican  a i d ,  which ,  j o i n e d  by B r i t i s h  and  F r e n c h  
economic  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l a y s  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  Yugos l av  
economy. Ye t  t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  s t i l l  e x t r e m e l y  p o o r .  I t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  
i n  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  a  c r i s i s  as f a r  as n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c e  g o e s ,  h a v i n g  
b e e n  u n a b l e  l a s t  week t o  mee t  paymen t s  on a  B r i t i s h  l o a n .  I l l u s -  
t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  d i r e  m a t e r i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  b e s e t  t h e  Y u g o s l a v s  
i s  a c u r r e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  New Yu o s l a v  b y  Moshe P i j a d e ,   resident o f  
t h e  S k u p t s h i n a  ( o r  p a r l i a m e n t  ---f-- on t h e  c o u r t s .  One o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  
b a r r i e r s  i n  t h e  way- o f  smooth f u n c t i o n i n g  of  t h e  c o u r t s ,  Mr. P i j a d e  
w r o t e ,  i s  a l a c k  o f  f u r n i t u r e ,  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t y p e w r i t e r s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  s o c i a l i s m  and  p o l i t i c s  i n  
g e n e r a l  a r e  t h e  mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  a l l  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  P o l i t i c a l l y - -  
a n d - i n  a s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e  t h i s  means e c o n o m i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  -- Y u g o s l a v i a  
i s  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  a s t a t e  of  f l u x .  The s t r o n g e s t  i m p r e s s i o n  I h a v e  
h e r e  i s  one  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y .  I t  i s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t r a c e  t h i s :  i n  1 9 4 6 ,  t h e  Yugos l av  Communists  
i m p r e s s e d  o n e  a s  b e i n g  j u s t  l i k e  t h e i r  R u s s i a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s  -- 
d o g m a t i c a l l y  c e r t a i n  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g .  Even i n  1948 ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  t h e  S o v i e t - Y u g o s l a v  b r e a k ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  c o n t i n u e d .  They 
w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  p e r i o d  o f  g r o p i n g  i n  1949;  b u t  i n  1950-51  t h e y  
a g a i n  we re  c e r t a i n  -- c e r t a i n  t h a t ,  f r e e d  f r o m  t h e  S o v i e t  yoke  
p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  d i a l e c t i c a l l y ,  t h e y  we re  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a t h  o f  t r u e  
Marxism. Now t h e  Yugos l av  Communists  d o n ' t  seem s o  c e r t a i n .  T h i s ,  
i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n f u s i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u t  y o u r  f i n g e r  on.  I s h a l l  
w r i t e  more a b o u t  i t .  I t  may p r o v e  t o  b e  t h e  k e y  p o i n t  o f  i n v e s -  
t i g a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a cademic  m i s s i o n .  R i g h t  now, I c a n  s a y  o n l y  t h a t  
I h a v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  of  Y u g o s l a v i a  a r e  a l o t  l e s s  
s u r e  of  w h a t  M a r x i s t  l i n e  t h e y  a r e  hewing  t o  -- o r  how d e f i n i t e l y  
M a r x i s t  ( o r  L e n i n i s t ,  e v e n )  i t  i s  -- t h a n  t h e y  we re  f o u r  y e a r s  ago .  

The d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f u s i o n ,  however ,  seems  t o  b e  a l l  
away f r o m  t h e  Moscow l i n e .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e  a n t i - R u s s i a n i s m  o f  t h e  
Y u g o s l a v  Communists  i s  more f i r m  a n d  c o n v i n c e d  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y .  
Old P i j a d e  and  I h e l d  a  l o n g ,  s p i r i t e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  R u s s i a n  i n  



1 9 5 0  as a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e ,  a n d  h e  seemed i n t r i g u e d  by  my R u s s i a n .  
T h i s  t i m e  h e  began  b y  p o i n t e d l y  a n n o u n c i n g :  "1 w i l l  s p e a k  R u s s i a n ,  
b u t  i f  you  were  a R u s s i a n  I w o ~ l d n t t . ~ t  

None of  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  i n  B e l g r a d e  h a s  any  d o u b t s  a b o u t  
t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  economic  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  
I n  f a c t ,  some American o f f i c i a l s  i n  o u r  FOA m i s s i o n  h e r e  c o m p l a i n  
t h a t  t h e i r  t a s k  i s  h a r d e r  b e c a u s e  no  l o n g e r  c a n  t h e y  a l w a y s  g e t  
f i r m  d e c i s i o n s  i n  B e l g r a d e .  How s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  
i s  work ing  o u t  i s  a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  and  c o m p r i s e s  one  o f  my m a j o r  
p r o j e c t s  h e r e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  f i r s t  one  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  

F o l i t i c a l  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g .  A c t u a l l y ,  
i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  -- as f a r  a s  t h e  
Communist P a r t y  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  anyway -- n e v e r  r e a l l y  g o t  u n d e r  way. 
b e f o r e  t h e  D j i l a s  a f f a i r  l a s t  s p r i n g ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e  
c o n c e p t  was n e v e r  c l e a r .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  
of t h e  p a r t y  was n e v e r  s o l d  on i t ,  D j i l a s ,  p o s s i b l y  w i t h  t h e  
a p p r o v a l  o f  T i t o  and  some o f  t h e  o t h e r  t o p  l e a d e r s ,  t r i e d  t o  
h a s t e n  i t  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  l a s t  w i n t o r .  But  
s o m e t h i n g  happened  a l o n g  t h e  way. E i t h e r  D j i l a s ,  i n  t h e  murky 
d e p t h s  of h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  wen t  a s t r a y ;  o r  h e  
became enamored of t h e  v e r y  i d e a  h e  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  warned  
a g a i n s t  -- I q e s t e r n - t y p e  democracy;  o r  h e  h a d  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  
o f  h i s  own; o r  some c o m b i n a t i o n  of t h e s e .  A l l  ( f o r e i g n e r s  
e s p e c i a l l y )  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  Djilas e p i s o d e ,  b u t  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  
Yugos l av ,  Amer ican ,  F r e n c h ,  and  R u s s i a n  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i t  i s  s t i l l  
an  en igma t o  me. I hope  t o  p r o b e  i t  i n  some d e t a i l .  

I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  a f t e r  Dj i l as  was removed f r o m  h i s  o f f i c i a l  
p o s t s  (he h a s  s i n c e  r e s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  p a r t y  and  i s  o s t r a c i z e d  b y  
Yugos l av  o f f i c i a l d o m ,  a l t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  he  i s  q u i t e  f r e e  l e g a l l y )  
t h e r e  seems t o  have  b e e n  a t i g h t e n i n g - u p  of p a r t y  c o n t r o l  o f  
p o l i t i c s . ?  The p a r t y  o r g a n s  ( ~ o r b a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r )  t a l k e d  -- a n d  
s t i l l  t a l k  -- a  l o t  a b o u t  d i s c i p l i n e  and  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o b s e r v i n g  
d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m .  Ye t  t h o  r o l e  of t h e  p a r t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  
d e b a t e d .  

An o l d  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  c ~ l l e a g u e  of mine,  who knows h i s  
way a b o u t  t h e s e  p a r t s ,  h a s  t h i s  t h e o r y :  T i t o  and  h i s  t o p  c o l l e a g u e s  
d e s i r e d  t h e  " d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n N  o f  gbve rnmen t  and  ~ a r t v  t o  a c c e l e r a t e .  - 
But  what m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  i r o n  c o r e  o f  t h e  p&ty 1- l e s  m i l i t a n t e s ,  - 
b o r n  and b r e d  as t h e y  w e r e  on Moscow-type communism, a n d  a l s o  
i n s t i n c $ i v e l y  g u a r d i n g  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n s  -- h e l d  back .  T i t o  f e l t  
h e  c o u l d  n o t  p r o c e e d  w i t h o u t  t h e . s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  men i n  t h i s  s t r o n g  
c e n t e r  g r o u p  o f  t h e  p a r t y ;  a t  l e a s t  h e  was n o t  s u r e  h e  c o u l d  p r o -  
c e e d  w i t h o u t  them.  The D j i l a s  a r t i c l e s  we re  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o p a g a n -  
d i z e  n o t  t h e  c o u n t r y  b u t  t h e  p a r t y .  But  t h e  D j i l a s  a r t i c l e s  back-  
f i r e d ;  h e n c e  t h e  r e t r o g r e s s i o n .  

' A n o t h e r  o l d  f r i e n d  of mine,  a B r i t i s h e r ,  whom I r e g a r d  
as t h e  b e s t  of  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  h e r e ,  s e e g  F i t o  a s  u s i n g  communis t  
t e r m i n o l o g y  and  i d e a s  t o  c a r r y  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  a l o n g  t o w a r d  
p o l i t i c a l  democracy .  



O t h e r s ,  however ,  b e l i e v e  T i t o  and  h i s  t o p  c o l l e a g u e s  
n e v e r  w i l l  g i v e  up t h e i r  h o l d  on t h e  c o u n t r y .  These  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  Dj i l as  a f f a i r  s t a r t e d  a s  m a k e - b e l i e v e ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
p o p u l a r  demand f o r  more p o l i t i c a l  f r e e d o m ,  and  t h a t  when h i s  
a r t i ' c l e s  c a u g h t  on s o  s t r o n g l y  ( a n d  t h e r e  i s  no d i s p u t i n g  t h a t  
t h e y  d i d  c a t c h  o n )  t h e y  had  t o  c a l l  a  h a l t ,  and  p o o r  D j i l a s  
( I  knew him w e l l ! )  was d i s p e n s a b l e .  

We s h a l l  t r y  t o  s e e  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  n e x t  few mon ths '  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  how t h e s e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  s t a n d  up.  

A l l  t h i s  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  how M a r x i s t  ( a n d / o r  
~ e n i n i s t )  T i t o  r e a l l y  i s .  C l e a r l y  a  d e v i a t i o n i s t  f r o m  Marxism- 
L e n i n i s a - S t a l i n i s m ,  i s  h e  a l s o  a  d e v i a t i o n i s t  f rom t h e  Marxism- 
L e n i n i s m  o f  which  h e  c l a i m s  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  e x p o n e n t ?  One 
h e a r s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  p o i n t s  of v i e w  i n  B e l g r a d e .  One -- f r o m  
f o r e i g n e r s  and  some a n t i c o m m u n i s t  Y u g o s l a v s  -- i s  t h a t  T i t o  i s  
s i m p l y  an  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  w i t h  no  b a s i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  a lways  
p l a y i n g  t h e  h o r s e  t h a t  seems l i k e l y  t o  w in ,  A n o t h e r  -- a l s o  
m o s t l y  f r o m  f o r e i g n e r s  -- i s  t h a t  T i t o  i s  no l o n g e r  a  M a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t  o f  a n y  s o r t ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  i s  no l o n g e r  -- i n  h i s  h e a r t  of  
h e a r t s  and  mind o f  minds  -- o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  b u t  i s  
t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  Y u g o s l a v i a  t o w a r d  some s o r t  o f  W e s t e r n - t y p e  
democracy .  A t h i r d  -- f rom o f f i c i a l  Y u g o s l a v s  and  some f o r e i g n e r s - -  
i s  t h a t  T i t o  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  ( b u t  n o t  S t a l i n i s t )  
communis t ,  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c ,  and  i s  
t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s o c i a l i s m  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  i n  a n o n - S o v i e t  f o r m  
and  i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of f e e l i n g  h i s  way. 

None o f  t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  i s  e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  F o r  
m y s e l f ,  I t e n d  t o  d i s c a r d  t h e  f i r s t :  t h a t  T i t o  i s  an o p p o r t u n i s t  
s o l e l y ;  t h i s  i g n o r e s  t h e  s t u f f  o f  which  communis t  l e a d e r s  ( u s u a l l y )  
a r e  made. T h e . s e c o n d  m i g h t  make s e n s e  -- a l t h o u g h  I d i s t r u s t  i t  -- 
b u t  t h e  t i m e  f a c t o r  h e r e  may b e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g .  R e g a r d l e s s  of 
wha t  d e m o c r a t i c  hopes  T i t o  has  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  i t  w i l l  be  a  l o n g ,  
l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  any  W e s t e r n - t y p e  democracy  c a n  b e  a  r e a l i t y  i n  
t h i s  backward l a n d  o f  backward  p e a s a n t s ;  and  T i t o  h i m s e l f  h a s  s a i d  
as much. A s  f a r  as t h e  t h i r d  e x p l a n a t i o n  g o e s ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  add  up 
e i t h e r .  I f  T i t o  i s  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  t h e n  he  e i t h e r  
a u s t  h a v e  a s e t  p rog ram w i t h  s e t ,  c e r t a i n  g o a l s  ( f r o m  t h e  d i a l e c -  
t i c a l  p o i n t  of  v i e w ) ,  o r  h e  must  o p e r a t e  a  s o r t  o f  NEP, a n  o p e n l y  
and  c o n s c i o u s l y  t e m p o r a r y  a f f a i r  t o  s t a v e  o f f  t h e  economic wo l f  
u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e  a s  h e  c a n  resume h i s  d i a l e c t i c a l  p u r s u i t s .  The 
i m p r e s s i o n  o n e  h a s  o f  t h e  Yugos lav  gove rnmen t  t o d a y  i s  t h a t  i t  d o e s  
n o t  f i t  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s .  

I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  Y u g o s l a v i a  c o n t i n u e s  day  by day t o  
move f a r t h e r  and  f a r t h e r  t o w a r d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Amer i can - l ed  
W e s t e r n  camp. T rue ,  t h i s  i s  done  w i t h  c e r t a i n  d i a l e c t i c a l  o v e r -  
t o n e s .  T i t o  t o l d  t h e  r e c e n t  S e r b i a n  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  f o r  example ,  
t h a t  h e  had t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  h e a r t  and  t h a t  
e v e n  i f  some f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  moves seemed i n e x p l i c a b l e  t h e y  s h o u l d  
b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  p a r t y  on t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  Big  B r o t h e r  knows b e s t .  
A f ew  d a y s  l a t e r  came t h e  announcement  of Y u g o s l a v i a t s  w i l l i n g n e s s  



t o  j o i n  EDC. A l l  t h e  c u r r e n t  h u l l a b a l o o  a b o u t  Ba lkan  d e f e n s e  
a g r e e m e n t s  i s  e x p l a i n a b l e  c h i e f l y  a s  a mechanism f o r  b i n d i n g  
Y u g o s l a v i a  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  -- o r ,  a  b e t t e r  way t o  
s a y  i t  m i g h t  be ,  b i n d i n g  t h e  W e s t e r n  d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  t o  Y u g o s l a v i a .  
A c o u p l e  of  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Y u g o s l a v  s t a t e m e n t s ,  vowing 
n e v e r  t o  j o i n  a c a p i t a l i s t - l e d  m i l i t a r y  a ' r rangement ,  r e f e r r e d  e v e n  
t o  American m i l i t a r y  a i d  i n  more o r  l e s s  a p o l o g e t i c  t o n e s .  Today 
t h e  t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  b o a s t  a b o u t  Y u g o s l a v i a ' s  p a r t  i n  t h e s e  a r r a n g e -  
ments .  

The Y u g o s l a v s  a r e ,  i n d e e d ,  v e r y  much p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  
d e f e n s e .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  economic d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  some t h i r t y  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  b u d g e t  goes  f o r  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  Why? A 
h i g h l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  o f f i c i a l  of t h e  f o r e i g n  o f f i c e  t o l d  me t h a t  
Y u g o s l a v i a  d o e s  n o t  f o r e s e e  a m i l i t a r y  a t t a c k  f r o m  t h e  East -- f r o m  
t h e  USSR. But  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Y u g o s l a v s  w a n t  t o  b e  a s  p r e p a r e d  
a s  p o s s i b l e  a g a i n s t  i t  i f  i t  s h o u l d  come. He added  t h a t  Yugos l av  
p r e p a r e d n e s s  i s  n o t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  t h i s  e v e n t u a l i t y  b u t  a g a i n s t  a n y  
e v e n t u a l i t y ,  

" A f t e r  a l l , "  h e  s a i d ,  'lyou mus t  remember t h a t  war i s  
v e r y  much a  p a r t  o f  o u r  l i f e .  S e r b i a ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h a s  n e v e r  h a d  
t w e n t y  y e a r s  of  c o n t i n u o u s  p e a c e  i n  n e a r l y  1 , 5 0 0  y e a r s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  
u n l e s s  y o u  e x c e p t  o u r  5 0 0 - y e a r  o c c u p a t i o n  b y  Turkey ,  i f  t h a t  c o u l d  
b e  c a l l e d  p e a c e ,  Can you  e x p e c t  t h a t  s u d d e n l y  we s h o u l d  b e l i e v e  
t h e r e  w i l l  be  no  more f i g h t i n g ? "  

A l l  a r o u n d  B e l g r a d e ,  i n  t h e  c i t y  and  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
t h e r e  a r e  r e m i n d e r s  o f  war .  Not  o n l y  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  damaged b u i l d -  
i n g s ,  b u t  p e o p l e  as w e l l .  The number of  o n e - l e g g e d  p e o p l e  , h e r e ,  
f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a  c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  of amazement.  I met  a n  a t t r a c -  
t i v e  o n e - l e g g e d  woman who had  o n l y  one  arm a s  w e l l ,  I a s k e d  h e r  i f  
t h i s  r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  war. S h e  s m i l e d  a  l i t t l e  b i t t e r l y ,  and  
l o o k e d  down a t  whe re  h e r  l e g  s h o u l d  h a v e  been .  " T h i s  i s  f r o m  t h e  
r e c e n t  w a r , "  s h e  s a i d .  "And t h i s , "  s h e ,  s a i d  t o u c h i n g  h e r  empty  
s l e e v e ,  " f rom t h e  F i r s t  World  War," 

D e s p i t e  Y u g o s l a v i a ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  W e s t e r n  
m i l i t a r y  p l a n s ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  i s  t o o  much t o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  
as  b e i n g  w e s t e r n i z e d  i n  any  i n p o r t a n t  d e g r e e .  The n e w s p a p e r s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  h a r p  on t h e  e v i l s  of  W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e ,  and  e x c e p t  
s u p e r f i c i a l l y  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  i t .  But  l a s t  week, w h i l e  
Borba was making s n i d e  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  " A m e r i c h s k i  Chaz ,"  s t o r e  
windows a l o n g  T e r a z i e   elgr grade's main s t r e e t ,  wh ich  r u n s  i n t o  
B o u l e v a r d  M a r s h a l a  T i t a )  d i s p l a y e d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o f  a  modern 
d a n c i n g  s c h o o l .  The s c h o o l  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  t e a c h  i t s  c l i e n t s  s u c h  
t h i n g s  a s  " S v i n g ,  F o k s t r o t ,  S l o f o k s  ( w h a t e v e r  t h a t  i s ) ,  B l u u s ,  
Tango, Rhumba, a n d  Mambo," i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  famous  p e a s a n t  Kola .  
The r a d i o  f e a t u r e s  some r e a l l y  good j a z z  d a i l y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  l o t s  o f  
f o l k  mus i c ,  a n d  B e l g r a d e  now h a s  s e v e r a l  j i v e  j o i n t s  -- Itsnake p i t s "  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  j a r g o n  -- t h e  f a n c i e s t  o f  wh ich  i s  t h e  " K r i s t o l  Bar.lI 
The d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l  i n  c h a r g e  of b a r s  t e l l s  u s  
t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  " n i c e l y  p r o f i t a b l e . "  



Y e t  t h e  Yugos l avs  c o n t i n u o  t o  s e e k  t h e i r  own way. T h e i r  
w o f k e r s '  c o u n c i l s  and  P r o d u c e r s  ( p a r l i a m e n t a r y )  C o u n c i l  a r e  u n i q u e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  f o r m s .  J i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f ew  weeks t h e y  
h a v e  added  a n o t h e r :  t h e  Commune. The re  i s  a  l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  
t h e  p r e s s  and  e l s e w h e r e  a b o u t  j u s t  w h a t  t h i s  i s .  Nobody h a s  y e t  
g i v e n  me a n  a d e q u a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  The Commune seems t o  b e  a  s o r t  
o f  l o c a l  government  body c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  -- 
t h e  p e a s a n t s  w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s .  Wi th  t h e i r  new autonomy,  b o t h  
p e a s a n t s  and  w o r k e r s  have  shown some of wha t  i s  c a l l e d  h e r e  
f leconomic p a r t i c u l a r i s m , "  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i t y "  of  
t h e i r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e .  The Commune, g o v e r n e d  by  a  body r e p r e s e n t -  
i n g  b o t h  p e a s a n t s  a n d  w o r k e r s ,  i s  a imed  a t  b r i d g i n g  t h i s  d i v e r g e n c e  
of  i n t e r e s t .  So  f a r  Communes h a v e  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n l y  i n  
Macedonia ,  whe re  t h e  p e a s a n t - w o r k e r  c o n f l i c t  h a s  b e e n  mos t  a c u t e .  
P l a n s  a r e  b e i n g  r e a d i e d ,  however ,  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  Commune i n t o  
S e r b i a ,  and  I hope  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a t  some 
e a r l y  d a t e .  

A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and  economic  u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  
t h e  i n t e n s e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n , a n d  t h e  
c o n s t a n t  b l e n d i n g  o f  t h e  o l d  and  t h e  new make Y u g o s l a v i a  one  of  t h e  
mos t  f a s c i n a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  s t u d y  a t  f i r s t h a n d .  

P.S.: S h o u l d  I add  a n o t e  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r ?  I t  i s  t e r r i b l e .  
Co ld  a n d  c l o u d y  i n  F r a n c e .  Co ld  and  c l o u d y  h e r o  mos t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  
O c c a s i o n a l l y  a t e r r i b l y  h o t  day ,  f o l l o w e d  by  r a i n ,  t h e n  c o l d  and  
d a r k  a g a i n .  The Y u g o s l a v s  a r e  c a l l i n g  i t  an t t a tomic  summer,I1 
a p p a r e n t l y  f r o m  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e r r a t i c  w e a t h e r  
i s  due  t o  a t o m i c  e x p l o s i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of  t h e  w o r l d .  




