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A L e t t e r  f rom F r e d  Warner  Nea l  

B e l g r a d e  
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R i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  S o v i e t  Union t o s s e d  Y u g o s l a v i a  o u t  o f  
t h e  Cominform i n  1948 ,  T i t o  and  h i s  a i d e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n s i s t  t h e y  
we re  good Marxists-Leninists-Stalinists, By 1950  t h e y  d e c l a r e d  
t h e y  were  n o t  S t a l i n i s t s  b u t  were  good M a r x i s t s - L e n i n i s t s ,  Today 
t h e y  admi t ,  a t  l e a s t  p r i v a t e l y ,  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  no l o n g e r  L e n i n i s t s  
b u t  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  good M a r x i s t s .  How l o n g  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t  
of t h i s  r a p i d l y - d i m i n i s h i n g  h y p h e n a t e d  a t t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  s t a n d  up 
o n l y  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  t e l l ,  

O f f i c i a l l y ,  Marxism-Leninism i s  s t i l l  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  
t h e  Yugos lav  Communist P a r t y  and  S t a t e .  The S t a t e  owns a l l  i n d u s -  
t r y ,  The f i r s t  and p e r h a p s  most  b a s i c  economic  r e fo rm- - the  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  of  w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l s  t o  manage f a c t o r i e s - - w a s  d e f e n d e d  
( a n d  l o g i c a l l y  s o )  a s  Len in i sm,  and  a s  a  h a r k  back  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
S o v i e t s ;  and  i t  was c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  u n - L e n i n i s t  
i n  f u r t h e r  g i v i n g  t h e s e  w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  b o d i e s ,  The abandonment  of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e c t i v e s  
i n  1952-53 was announced  a s  a  t e m p o r a r y  measu re  o n l y ,  which  had  
much i n  common w i t h  L e n i n l s  NEP. T i t o  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was i n  f u l l  
a c c o r d  w i t h  L e n i n f s  maxim t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  The sweeping  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  
i n d u s t r y  and s t a t e  economic  a u t h o r i t y  c e r t a i n l y  would have  a s -  
t o u n d e d  V l a d i m i r  I l l i c h - - b u t  even  t h a t  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r u n  
c o u n t e r  t o  h i s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  p a r t y  was i n  c o n t r o l  
and  s o c i a l i s m  and communism were  s t i l l  t h e  g o a l s ,  I n d e e d ,  i n  t h e  
name o f  L e n i n  t h e  Yugos l avs  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  r e s c u i n g  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  d o c t r i n e  f rom S t a l i n i s m  and  t h u s  we re  p r o c e e d i n g  
m e a n i n g f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  " w i t h e r i n g  away o f  t h e  S t a t e . "  

However, b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Len in i sm- -pe rhaps  t h e  mos t  
ba s i c - - conce rn  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y :  f i r s t ,  as t h e  
d i s c o v e r e r  o f  t r u t h ,  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  p r e c i s e  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  l e a d i n g  
t o  s p e c i f i c  ( howeve r  u n r e a l i s t i c  i n  f a c t )  t a c t i c a l  and s t r a t e g i c  
g o a l s ;  and s e c o n d ,  a s  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
of  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  f o r  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of  t h e  l i n e .  

By t h e  t i m e  t h e  S i x t h  P a r t y  Congre s s  r o l l e d  a round  i n  
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November 1952 ,  i t  was no l o n g e r  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Yugos l av  p o l i t i c a l  
l i n e  was p r e c i s e  o r  t h a t  t h e  g o a l s ,  e i t h e r  s t r a t e g i c  o r  t a c t i c a l ,  
we re  s p e c i f i c .  A s  Mi lovan  D j i l a s  d e c l a r e d  t o  t h e  Congre s s ,  no 
s p e c i f i c  p a r t y  p rogram was p r e s e n t e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  Yugos l av  P o l i t b u r o  
f e l t  " o u r  own s o c i a l i s t  deve lopmen t  was n o t  y e t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r  
i n  ~ u t l i n e . ~  

S i n c e  t h e r e  was a d m i t t e d l y  no c l e a r  l i n e ,  wha t  t h e n  be-  
came o f  t h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  of L e n i n ' s  c o n c e p t  of t h e  P a r t y ' s  f u n c t i o n  
a s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t ?  I f  t h e r e  i s  no l i n e ,  t h e n  why 
have a P a r t y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  why have  one  a s  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  
i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y ?  

It was p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  which  p r o d u c e d  t h e  D j i l a s  
c r i s i s  a y e a r  ago and  which  s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e s  p e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i d e o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  

A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d i d  move s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  e a s i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s  domina t i on - -bu t  o n l y  i n  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i o n ,  and  o n l y  s l i g h t l y .  A t  t h e  Congre s s ,  t h e  name o f  t h e  p a r t y  
was changed  t o  t h e  League of  ~ o m m u n i s t s .  The Y u g o s l a v  p a r t y  had  
a l w a y s  o p e r a t e d  i n  a s e n s e  b e h i n d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  F r o n t ,  which  grew 
o u t  o f  t h e  w a r t i m e  p a r t i s a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Th i s  was one  o f  t h e  
p o i n t s  made i n  c r i t i c i s m  by t h e  USSR. Now t h e  P e o p l e ' s  F r o n t ,  
renamed t h e  S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  was t o  have  an  e v e n  more i m p o r t a n t  
f u n c t i o n  a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  The 
t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e  and  t h e  League of  Commu- 
n i s t s  was n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  b u t  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  was t o  b e  
d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  and  many of  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e .  The League o f  Communists was t o  become p r i -  
m a r i l y  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  l e a d e r s h i p  
t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  example .  

A l l  t h i s  was s t i l l  Marx. The M a n i f e s t o ,  i n  f a c t ,  s p e a k s  
o f  * t h e  communis t sn  much i n  t h i s  v e i n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  as a  f o r m a l  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  But  i t  w a s n ' t  Len in .  Ye t ,  a s  e v e n t s  showed, i f  
Marxism w i t h o u t  Len in i sm i s  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
w i t h o u t  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  P a r t y ,  i t  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  Marx e i t h e r .  
F o r  d e s p i t e  what  m igh t  have  b e e n  s a i d ,  t h e  D j i l a s  c a s e  seemed t o  
p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  Y u g o s l a v  Communist l e a d e r s  had  no i n t e n t i o n  of  p r e -  
s i d i n g  o v e r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of  t h e i r  own d i c t a t o r s h i p .  

The d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy t h a t  was t a k i n g  
p l a c e  a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  S i x t h  Congre s s  b o r e  o u t  D j i l a s '  r e -  
marks '  a b o u t  t h e  v a g u e n e s s  of  Yugos l av  s o c i a l i s t  deve lopmen t .  A l -  
t h o u g h  t h e  new program o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  o f  i t s e l f  e n t i r e l y  
c o u n t e r  t o  L e n i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
s t r i c t  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c ,  t h e  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  have  a n  i d e o -  
l o g i c a l  b a s i s .  The i d e a  f o r  w o r k e r s t  c o u n c i l s  was c l e a r l y  b a s e d  
on s o c i a l i s t ,  and  even  L e n i n i s t ,  i d e a s .  But t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s e  
f o r  t h e  sweep ing  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  was n o t  c l e a r .  T rue ,  t h e  Yugo- 
s l a v s  rationalized--.correctly, as i t  t u r n e d  o u t - - t h a t  d e c e n t r a l i -  
z a t i o n  would mean more p r o d u c t i o n .  But  t h i s  i s  a  mere  p r a c t i c a l  
p o i n t  of  v iew.  Mere ly  p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t s  o f  v iew,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
Len in i sm,  a r e  a d m i s s i b l e  o n l y  as t e m p o r a r y ,  t a c t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s .  



When t h e  NEP was d e c i d e d  on i n  1921 ,  i t  was made c l e a r  t o  a l l  t h a t  
i t  had  t h i s  t e m p o r a r y  c h a r a c t e r .  The new economic  p o l i c y  o f  Yugo- 
s l a v i a  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  It was,  and s t i l l  i s ,  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a  s t r a -  
t e g i c ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t a c t i c a l ,  program.  But  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of i t  w a s  vague :  s i n c e  s o c i a l i s m  was i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
e s t  of  w o r k e r s  and s i n c e  t h e  w o r k e r s  were  now r u n n i n g  t h e i r  e n t e r -  
p r i s e s ,  more d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  meant  more f r eedom f o r  worke r s .  
S o c i a l i s m ,  however ,  i s  b u i l t  on c o o p e r a t i o n ,  n o t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
C o m p e t i t i o n  c a n  b e  j u s t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  o n l y  a s  a  t a c t i c  
f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  o u t p u t ,  and o n l y  a s  a  t e m p o r a r y  measure .  I f  by 
some a b s t r u s e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  i t  can  b e  j u s t i f i e d  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  
w i t h i n  t h e  L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c ,  t h e  Yugos l avs  have n o t  done so .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  even  t h e  new f o r m s  a r e  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  n e c e s s a r -  
i l y  l a s t i n g .  "We a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  way-," t h e  Yugos l avs  s a y  
r e p e a t e d l y .  

The abandonment  of t h e  p o l i c y  of  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand,  was announced  a s  a  t e m p o r a r y ,  
t a c t i c a l  measu re ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i o n .  "Bread,  n o t  
fo rm$,  i s  what  c o u n t s , "  s a i d  T i t o ,  a d d i n g ,  t h e  same t i m e ,  corn- 
p l e t e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e s  r e m a i n s  o u r  i n e x o r a b l e  g o a l ,  
f o r ,  a s  L e n i n  s a i d ,  o n l y  i n  t h a t  way can  s o c i a l i s m  b e  a c h i e v e d e f l  

I n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, t h e  Communist P a r t y  k e p t  i t s  i d e o -  
l o g i c a l  powder d r y ,  s o  t o  speak .  N e i t h e r  c o n f u s i n g  i t s  t a c t i c a l  
w i t h  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  g o a l s  n o r  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  any  of i t s  e x c l u s i v e  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  i t  was a b l e ,  when i t  c h o s e ,  t o  end  i t s  t e a p o -  
r a r y  NEP. Today, i n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  t h e  t i d e  away f rom c o l l e c t i v i -  
z a t i o n  i s  s t r o n g .  One h e a r s  n o t  a word a b o u t  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  n a t u r e  
of  t h e  abandonment  o f  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  The . p e a s a n t r y  i n  g e n e r a l  
i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  w e a k e s t  s e c t o r  of s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  regime.  Any 
new m e a s u r e s  t o w a r d  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  would b e  c e r t a i n  t o  meet  
s t r o n g  p e a s a n t  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and  t h e  economic  p l i g h t  of t h e  c o u n t r y  
i s  s u c h  t h a t  new p e a s a n t  r e s i s t a n c e  m i g h t  b e  c a t a s t ~ o p h i c .  S t r o n g -  
arm methods t h a t  s u r e l y  would be n e c e s s a r y  e v e n  t o  b e g i n  s u c h  a  
p o l i c y  have  b e e n  r e n o u n c e d  i n  s u c h  a  manner  t h a t  i t  would b e  ex-  
t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  them. And t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
Communist P a r t y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i s  weaker  t h a n  e v e r .  ' P a r t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s  i n  C r o a t i a ,  f o r  example ,  have  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o r a l e  of  
many o f  i t s  members i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  i s  a t  i t s  n a d i r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
f e e l  t h e y  l o s t ' f a c e  when t h e  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  p o l i c y  was abandoned.  
The cha i rman  o f  a  d i s t r i c t  commit tee  n e a r  Kumrovec, T i t o  I s  b i r t h -  
p l a c e ,  w h i l e  appearing e n t h u s i a s t i c  o v e r  t h e  new p o l i c y ,  d e c l a r e d :  
" I t  i s  somet imes  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  o u r  y e a s a n t s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  
was we Communists who saw t h e  need  f o r  a  new p o l i c y ,  Some of them 
saw Communism o n l y  a s  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  Now t h a t  we have a  new 
p o l i c y  t o w a r d  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n ,  t h e y  t h i n k  we have  a  new p o l i c y  
t o w a r d  Communism, I n  a s e n s e ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  s o ,  b u t  t h e s e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n , "  

The p a r t y  a t t i t u d e  n o t  o n l y  t o w a r d  a g r t c u l t u r e  b u t  a l s o  
t o w a r d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  economy i s  summed up b y  a  s e n t e n c e  h e a r d  on 
t h e  l i p s  of h i g h  and  low a l i k e :  "We a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  aay.I1 
T h i s  s o u n d s  more l i k e  w e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  p r agma t i sm  t h a n  e a s t e r n  



d i a l e c t i c i s m .  Such p ragama t i sm  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  
a p p r o a c h  o n l y  f o r  t h e  s h o r t - r u n .  I n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  however ,  i t  h a s  
t a k e n  on  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  a  l o n g - r u n  p o l i c y .  The d i a l e c t i c a l  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a permanent  p o l i c y  of  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  h a s  y e t  
t o  b e  p u t  f o r t h .  

These  i d e o l o g i c a l  p rob l ems  have  b e e n  i n  t h e  minds  o f  
many Y u g o s l a v  Communists f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  p r o b a b l y  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  
Cominform R e s o l u t i o n  i n  1948.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a s  t h e  l a t e  B o r i s  
Kidr i :  p h r a s e d  i t ,  nwe Yugos lav  Communists had  o u r  e y e s  opened."  
And, a s  i s  w e l l  known, a communist w i t h  h i s  " e y e s  openedf1 i s  capa-  
b l e  o f  many s t r a n g e  t h o u g h t s .  

The s t r a n g e  t h o u g h t s  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  f o r m a l  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  1952, when t h e  S i x t h  P a r t y  Congre s s  a d d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  
t o  t h e  p rob lem o f  a  Communist d i c t a t o r s h i p  i n  a  s t a t e  w i t h  a  de-  
c e n t r a l i z e d  economy moving o s t e n s i b l y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  more 
p o l i t i c a l  democracy.  The P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p - - T i t o ,  D j i l a s ,  K a r d e l j ,  
P i j , a d e ,  e t  a1 . - -proposed a  changed  r o l e  f o r  t h e  Yugos l av  Commu- 
n i s t s ,  m e y e r e  t o  w i thd raw  f rom t h e  r o l e  of  a c t i v e  d i r e c t o r s  
o f  s t a t e  a f f a i r s  and  t o  assume t h e  c l a s s i c  r o l e  which  Marx h a d  
a s c r i b e d  f o r  s u c h  a s  t hey - - a s  t h e  most  f o r w a r d  and a c t i v e  members 
o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t h e y  would l e a d  by v i r t u e  of  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  a s  
t e a c h e r s  and  good c i t i z e n s .  

The o f f i c i a l  v i e w p o i n t ,  e x p r e s s e d  by A l e k s a n d a r  ~ankovi!, 
h e a d  o f  t h e  UDBA ( t h e  s e c r e t  p o l i c e . ) ,  was t h a t  no l o n g e r  was t h e r e  
a d a n g e r  f rom r e a c t i o n a r y  a n t i s o c i a l i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
The f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  had  e l i m i n a t e d  them. The d a n g e r  
now l a y  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  s o c i a l i s t  deve lopmen t  t o  come. To a v o i d  
t h e  S o v i e t  p i t f a l l  o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  l e s s  f o r m a l  p a r t y  
d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  more p o p u l a r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y .  The v e -  
h i c l e  f o r  p o p u l a r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t - - t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
A l l i a n c e .  The P a r t y  c o u l d  now r e t i r e  f a r t h e r  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  
and  t u r n  o v e r  t o  i t s  i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  more 
a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n .  

T h i s  d i d  n o t ,  however,  mean a  t w o - p a r t y  sy s t em.  T i t o  
e x p l i c i t l y  p o i n t e d  ou t - -wi th  r e a s o n  p e r h a p s  b a s e d  more i n  M a r x i s t  
l o g i c  t h a n  i n  Yugos lav  r e a l i t y - - t h a t  s i n c e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  we re  
b u t  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  economic i n t e r e s t s  and  t h a t  s i n c e  i n  Yugo- 
s l a v i a  t h e r e  was o n l y  one  economic  i n t e r e s t  ( t h a t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ) ,  
t h e r e  was no n e e d  f o r  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  

The c l e a r e s t  and p e r h a p s  t h e  mos t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e -  
ment  a b o u t  t h e  meaning of t h e  new p o l i c y  came from Mi lovan  D j i l a s .  
D j i l a s  h a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  been  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  c h i e f  t h e o -  
r e t i c i a n .  A s  a  member of  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and  as a  c l o s e  p e r s o n a l  
f r i e n d  o f  T i t o ,  h e  was g e n e r a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  "Number 2 "  o r  
"Number 3" man i n  t he .  Pa r ty - - " the  Yugos l av  Rudolph Hess,I1 some 
u n s y m p a t h e t i c  o b s e r v e r  dubbed him. 

D j i l a s  t o l d  t h e  P a r t y  Congre s s  t h a t  " i f  we r e a l l y  w i s h  
t o  d e v e l o p  democracy.....we must  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  c a n n o t  



happen  w i t h o u t  t h e  d a n g e r  of  r e v i v a l  o f  n o t  o n l y  b u r e a u c r a t i c  b u t  
b o u r g e o i s  e l e m e n t s  as well , . , . , .  L e t  me t a k e  two s i m p l e  example s ,  
Today we c a n n o t  a r r e s t  a p r i e s t  b e c a u s e  he  p l a y s  b a l l  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  ..,., o u t  o f  r e a c t i o n a r y  p o l i t i c a l  m o t i v e s  a g a i n s t  o u r  sys tem, . . . . ,  
Today we c a n n o t  p r e v e n t  p e o p l e  w i t h  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of  i d e a s ,  o f t e n  
r e a c t i o n a r y  and  a n t i m a t e r i a l i s t ,  f r o m  p u b l i s h i n g  their works be-  
c a u s e  we would i n  t h i s  way make i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  ( t h e  
Communists, w o r k e r s ,  and p r o g r e s s i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s )  t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  
v a r i o u s  o p i n i o n s .  We would a l s o  b e  making i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t a l -  
e n t e d  young p e o p l e  t o  come t o  t h e  f o r e ,  and we must  l e t  them do s o  
even  if t h e y  a r e  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  c o n f u s e d ,  which  t h e y  c a n n o t  h e l p  
b e i n g  i f  f o r  no  o t h e r  r e a s o n  t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  youngom 

To cope  w i t h  t h e s e  d a n g e r s ,  D j i l a s  s a i d ,  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  Communists nand o t h e r s w  must  become " l i v e l i e r ,  more i n t e r e s t i n g  
and  f u l l e r  o f  c o n t e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  o f ,  l e t  u s  s a y ,  t h e  p r i e s t s . , . . .  
The p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s  f a r  f rom f i n -  
i s h e d ;  i t  i s  s i m p l y  t a k i n g  on new fo rms , "  

But  t h e n  D j i l a s  went  on t o  echo  T i t o  I s  wa rn ing  t h a t  t h i s  
d i d  n o t  i m p l y  a  t w o - p a r t y  s y s t e m  l i k e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  West,  n o r  d i d  
i t  mean t h a t  r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s  had  c a r t e  b l a n c h e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  
" a n t i s t a t e  a c t i v i t y O n  Any t r e n d  t o w a r d  b o u r g e o i s  democracy,  D j i l a s  
warned ,  would b e  " b u t  a mask f o r  t u r n i n g  back  t o .  s e m i f e u d a l  con- 
d i t i o n s "  t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  World War 11, 

The P a r t y  Congre s s  o c c u r r e d  i n  November 1952 ,  S c a r c e l y  
more t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h e  " D j i l a s  a f f a i r "  o c c u r r e d ,  I n  t h e  
i n t e r i m ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  o t h e r  i d e o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  A t  t h e  
Congre s s ,  ~ a n k o v i . 4  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p rob lem o f  i n t r a p a r t y  democracy  
and  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  i t  was b a s e d  on d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m - - t h a t  
i s ,  on t h e  i d e a  of t h e  p a r t y  h i e r a r c h i a l  s e t u p ,  e a c h  body bound 
by  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  b o d i e s  s u p e r i o r  t o  i t ,  

I t  was T r o t s k y  who, i n  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  d e m o c r a t i c  
c e n t r a l i s m  u n d e r  S t a l i n ,  once  s a i d  t h a t  i t  meant  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  by  t h e  p a r t y ,  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of  t h e  p a r t y  by  t h e  
c e n t r a l  commi t t ee ,  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  commi t t ee  by  t h e  
p o l i t b u r o ,  and d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  by t h e  d i c t a t o r .  
I n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  t h e  .new p a r t y  s t a t u t e s  a b o l i s h e d  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
a n d  p e r m i t t e d  a b r e a c h  i n  d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t .  a n y  p r i m a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o ,  e x p e l  
i t s  members, r e g a r d l e s s  of  t h e i r  membership  i n  h i g h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

Then, some t i m e  a f t e r  t h e  P a r t y  Congre s s ,  t h e r e  was pub- 
l i s h e d  T i t o ' s  answer  t o  some young communis t s1  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  
f u t u r e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  I n  t h i s  l IB r ion i  l e t t e r , "  T i t o  spoke  
a b o u t  t h e  l1 e v e n t u a l  w i t h e r i n g  away o f  t h e  P a r t y o n  T h i s  was an  
e n t i r e l y  new c o n c e p t  i n  M a r x i s t  i d e o l o g y .  I n  some d i s t a n t  
m i l l e n n i u m  t h e  s t a t e  was  s u p p o s e d  t o  " w i t h e r  away,'' b u t  what  would  
happen  t o  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h a t  ~ e r i o d  was s i m p l y  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e d ,  The 
l e t t e r  was i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  wide a n d  v a r y i n g  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a r t y  p r e s s  and e l s e w h e r e .  An o f f i c i a l  P a r t y  s t a t e -  
ment  had t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  M a r s h a l  was o n l y  l o o k i n g  t o  t h e  d i s t a n t  
f u t u r e  when communism would have b e e n  a c h i e v e d  and  t h e  p rob l em o f  



i d e o l o g i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  would no l o n g e r  be p r e s e n t ,  But  f o r  t h e  
f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e ,  i t  was e x p l a i n e d ,  l e a d e r s h i p  by t h e  Communist 
Pa r ty - -mod i f i ed  a s  i t  m i g h t  be--was a n  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f a c t o r  i n  
t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  s o c i a l i s m  and  communism i n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  

D u r i n g  . t h i s  c o n t r e t e m p s ,  D j i l a s ,  a s  t h e  c h i e f  i d e o l o g i s t ,  
had  b e e n  d o i n g  a  l o t  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  H i s  p o s i t i o n - - a s  h e  e x p l a i n s  
i t  now t o  t h e  r a r e  v i s i t o r  who f i n d s  him--was s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s :  

When t h e  Yugos l av  Communist P a r t y  was m a r c h i n g  f o r -  
ward f i r m l y  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c ,  
t h e n  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  have  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  
c e n t r a l i s m  f i r m l y  o b s e r v e d ;  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  have ,  i n  
f a c t ,  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  b e c a u s e  
t h a t  l e a d e r s h i p  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  of  
t h e  l i n e  t h a t  had  been  a g r e e d  upon, Now, however ,  t h e  
Yugos l av  p a r t y  had  i n  f a c t  abandoned  b o t h  L e n i n i s t  f o rms  
and L e n i n i s t  t h e o r y .  It had  no d e f i n i t e  l i n e ,  I t  was 
" s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t s  way,I1 The re  was no  l o n g e r  any  r e a l  
d a n g e r  f r o m  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  e x i s t ,  
The d a n g e r  was now from p a r t y  b u r e a u c r a c y .  The o n l y  way 
t h e  P a r t y  c o u l d  i n s u r e  t h e  k i n d  of p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
n e c e s s a r y  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a v o i d  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  
S t a l i n i s t  b u r e a u c r a c y  was t o  p e r m i t  more f r e e d o m  w i t h -  
i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  T h i s  meant  t h e  abandonment  o f  s t r i c t  
d e m o c r a t i c  c e n t r a l i s m ,  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of  Had 
hoc  b l o c s t 1  of P a r t y  members who would d i f f e r  among t h G -  
s e l v e s  on v a r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h e  P a r t y  had  aban -  
doned  t h e  i d e a  o f  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  s i n g l e  t r u t h  t h r o u g h  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  d i a l e t i c a l  me thods ,  t r u t h  h a d  t o  b e  
a r r i v e d  a t  by  f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  Tha t  i t  was t o  b e  a 
n s o c i a l i s t  t r u t h n  would b e  i n s u r e d  by  t h e . f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  would be  o n l y  among Communists i n  a s o c i e t y  
a l r e a d y  S o c i a l i s t ,  

~ j i l a s  t h e n  had  no i d e a ,  h e  s a y s ,  o f  a l l o w i n g  c 'ompeting 
p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  b e  fo rmed  o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r t y .  But  he  
was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had  t o  b e  more f r eedom f o r  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  P a r t y ,  

Wi th  t h e s e  i d e a s  i n  mind, D j i l a s  went  t o  s e e  T i t o .  He 
p r o p o s e d  t o  w r i t e  a  s e r i e s  of  a r t i c l e s  o u t l i n i n g  h i s  v iew.  T i t o  
a g r e e d .  D j i l a s  s a y s  he  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  v i e w  w i t h  T i t o  i n  d e t a i l ,  
T i t o  s a y s  he  s p o k e  of  t h e  a r t i c l e s  o n l y  i n  t h e  v a g u e s t  o f  t e r m s .  
However t h a t  may b e ,  a f t e r  an  h o u r ' s  p r i v a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  T i t o  gave 
D j i l a s  t h e  go-ahead  s i g n a l .  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  a r t i c l e s  t h e m s e l v e s  were  vague.  D j i l a s t  
s t y l e  a t  b e s t  i s  i n v o l v e d .  But t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
i d e a  f o r  more f r e e  d i s c u s s i o n  i n s i d e  t h e  P a r t y  c a u g h t  on.  The 
r e s p o n s e s  g e n e r a l l y  were  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  The e n t h u s i a s m ,  however ,  
was f a r  f rom unanimous.  The s t r o n g e r  t h e  t o n e  of  t h e  a r t i c l e s  
became, t h e  more some p a r t y  l e a d e r  drew back ,  h o r r i f i e d ,  F i n a l l y ,  
i n  a c  e f f o r t  t o  make h i s  p o i n t  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e  Yugos l av  



P a r t y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  c o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  h o l d  a  monopoly on formu-  
l a t i o n  of i d e a s ,  D j i l a s  became v e r y  p e r s o n a l .  H i s  l a s t  a r t i c l e  
r i d i c u l e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  o l d  P a r t y  p e o p l e  were  good 
communis ts .  He d e c l a r e d  t h a t  many new a b l e  Y u g o s l a v s ,  who were  
n e v e r  P a r t i z a n s ,  were  e x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  communist s o c i e t y  j u s t  be -  
c a u s e  t h e y  were n o t  members o f  t h e  o l d  Communist g r o u p .  He c i t e d  
t h e  c a s e  o f  a  young a c t r e s s ,  a  c h i l d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  war ,  who 
had  r e c e n t l y  m a r r i e d  a  l e a d i n g  p a r t y  o f f i c i a l .  She was,  h e  s a i d ,  
o s t r a c i z e d  by t h e  p a r t y  h i e r a r c h y ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  by t h e i r  w i v e s ,  
b e c a u s e  " s h e  was n e v e r  one  of  u s o n  T h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  D j i l a s  s a i d ,  
was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y  t r y i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  h o l d  l o n g  
a f t e r  t h e  - r a i s o n  d l g t r e  f o r  t h a t  h o l d  had  p a s s e d .  I t  was  t h e  
d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t  o f  owne r s  o f  v i l l a s  and b i g  c a r s  t o  h o l d  on t o  
t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e s  by t r y i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  a c l o s e d  s o c i e t y .  

D j i l a s  d i d n ' t  name any  names. But  a l l  Y u g o s l a v i a  knew 
he  was r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p r e t t y  young a c t r e s s  w i f e  o f  Peko ~o~cevic! ,  
c h i e f  of  s t a f f  of t h e  Yugos lav  army, who h a d  b e e n  h a v i n g  s o c i a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  among h e r  p e e r s .  

I f  D j i l a s l  d e s i r e  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l a s t  a r t i c l e - - i n  De- 
cember 1953--was t o  f o c u s  a t t e n t i o n  on h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  he  succeeded-.  
a l l  t o o  w e l l  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  him, however ,  
D j i l a s  h i m s e l f  was v u l n e r a b l e  on a  number o f  c o u n t s .  F i r s t ,  i t  
h a d  b e e n  w i d e l y  rumored , fo r  some t i m e  t h a t  D j i l a s  was enamored of  
t h e  l o v e l y  Mrs. Dopcevic .  Second,  D j i l a s  h i m s e l f ,  f o r  no o t h e r  
r e a s o n  t h a n  h i s  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  was a  w i l l i n g  pos-  
s e s s o r  o f  v i l l a s  and  a  f i n e  a u t o m o b i l e .  T h i r d ,  i t  was D j i l a s ,  a s  
much i f  n o t  more t h a n  anybody e l s e ,  who had  warned t h e  S i x t h  P a r t y  
Congre s s  a g a i n s t  g o i n g  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  " b o u r g e o i s  d e m ~ c r a c y . ~  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  weeks o f  1953 ,  D j i l a s t  a r t i c l e s  h i t  t h e  
p r e s s e s  r e g u l a r l y .  Whi le  t h e y  e x c i t e d  much g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
i t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  l a s t  one- -about  t h e  p r e t t y  
young a c t r e s s - - t h a t  t h e  a l a r u m s  began  t o  sound.  The word was 
p a s s e d  a r o u n d  t h a t  " D j i d o , "  a s  D j i l a s  was c a l l e d  by  P a r t y  i n t i -  
m a t e s ,  had  gone  t o o  f a r .  Then i t  was s u d d e n l y  announced t h a t  a  
plenum of  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee would b e  h e l d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
D j i l a s  case--a plenum c a l l e d  by  Mar sha l  T i t o  h i m s e l f . '  

O n ' t h e  day  o f  t h e  plenum t h e  P a r t y  b i g w i g s  and t h e i r  
s t a f f s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e i r  s h i n y  American c a r s  a t  t h e  Communist head-  
q u a r t e r s  on B o u l e v a r d  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  downtown B e l g r a d e .  A f t e r  most  
of  them h a d  a s s e m b l e d ,  D j i l a s ,  who l i v e s  j u s t  a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r ,  
a r r i v e d  on f o o t .  He was accompanied  o n l y  by V l a d i m i r  D e d i j e r ,  
T i t o 1 s  o f f i c i a l  b i o g r a p h e r  and t h e  l e a d i n g  p a r t y  j o u r n a l i s t .  

I n  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  t h a t  f o l l owed- -wide  open t o  t h e  p u b l i c - -  
D e d i j e r  a l o n e  d e f e n d e d  D j  i l a s ,  a l t h o u g h .  Dmitra ~ m i t r e v i c ) ,  D j i l a s l  
f o r m e r  w i f e  and  once  a  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p a r t y  i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  
g a v e  lukewarm t e s t i m o n y  i n  h i s  b e h a l f .  A 1 1  t h e  r e s t , - - i nc lud ing  
T i t o ,  K a r d e l j ,  ~ a n k o v i d ? ,  P i j  ade ,  and s e v e r a l  P o p o v i c s - - a r o s e  one 
by one  t o  denounce  t h e i r  f r i e n d  and c o l l e a g u e  f o r  d e v i a t i o n i s m .  
T i t o  seemed t o  do i t  more i n  s o r r o w  t h a n  i n  a n g e r .  Old P i j a d e ,  



a i l i n g  s t i l l  f rom l o n g  y e a r s  i n  r o y a l i s t  p r i s o n s ,  was  b i t t e r  and  
u s e d  p e r s o n a l  i n v e c t i v e .  The s m a l l e r  w i t n e s s e s  jumped on t h e  b a n d  
wagon w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n .  

The t e n o r  o f  t h e i r  r e m a r k s  was c l e a r :  what  D j i l a s  was  
a d v o c a t i n g  amounted t o  e n d i n g  t h e  Communist P a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  as 
t h e  s o l e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  T u g o s l a v i a .  It was a d v o c a c y  o f  f a c -  
t i o n a l i s m ,  It r e s u l t e d  from a s e l f i s h ,  i s o l a t e d ,  i v o r y - t o w e r  
a p p r o a c h .  It smacked of p e r s o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s .  It was 
t a n t a m o u n t  t o  r i s k i n g  a l l  t h a t  t h e  comrades  h a d  f o u g h t  f o r .  I t  
opened  t h e  d o o r  t o  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  Wors t  o f  a l l ,  i t  was g o i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  who le  p a r t y - - l e a d e r s h i p  and r a n k - a n d - f i l e o m i n  a manner  
t h a t  was u n c o n m u n i s t i c ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  and b o u r g e o i s .  It showed 
t h a t  UDjidon h a d  s e p a r a t e d  h i m s e l f  f rom t h e  P a r t y .  

D j i l a s '  d e f e n s e  was p e r h a p s  l e s s  t h a n  r e s o l u t e .  He 
s a i d  h e  was m i s u n d e r s t o o d .  He s a i d  h e  h a d  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  g o i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  P a r t y  and  h a d  t h o u g h t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was b a c k  of  him. 
He, s a i d  h e  was m e r e l y  o f f e r i n g  i d e a s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  He s a i d  h e  
r e a l i z e d  now t h a t  he was i n  e r r o r ,  And y e t ,  w i t h  r a r e  c o u r a r e ,  
h e  added: "It would  n o t  b e  h o n e s t  if I s a i d  t h a t  now, suddenzy ,  
a l l  t h e  i d e a s  I have  h e l d  were  wrong. T h i s  I c a n n o t  d o e n  

The C e n t r a l  Committee v o t e d  c e n s u r e  w i t h  no o p p o s i t i o n - -  
b o t h  D j i l a s  and  D e d i j e r  a b s t a i n i n g ,  D j i l a s  was e x p e l l e d  f rom t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee and ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  t h e n  e x p e l l e d  f r o m  t h e  P a r t y ,  
he  was p u t  on p r o b a t i o n .  (He h a s  s i n c e  r e s i g n e d ) .  He was t h e n  
summar i l y  removed f rom t h e  p o s t  o f ' p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  new p a r l i a m e n t - -  
a p o s t  h e  had  n o t  i n  f a c t  y e t  o f f i c i a l l y  assumed,  But h e  was 
a l l o w e d  t o  go  f r e e ,  and r e m a i n s  s o  t o  t h i s  d a y ,  He i s  c o m p l e t e l y  
o s t r a c i z e d .  A t  a b a s k e t b a l l  game i n  B e l g r a d e  r e c e n t l y ,  when D j i l a s ,  
u s i n g  a  p a s s ,  s a t  down i n  a  s e c t i o n  r e s e r v e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l s ,  t he - r e  
was a c t u a l l y  a s c r a m b l e  o f  t h o s e  n e a r  him t o  change  t h e i r  p l a c e s ,  
He s t i l l  r e t a i n s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  p e n s i o n s  a s  a f o r m e r  
P a r t y  member, P a r t i z a n  g e n e r a l ,  and  p r e s i d e n t  o f  p a r l i a m e n t .  H i s  
w i f e  works as a s t e n o g r a p h e r .  

D j i l a s  h i m s e l f  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he  s u r v i v e s  as a "monu- 
ment t o  t h e  Corninform r e s o l u t i o n . "  There  i s  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  i n  
t h e  d a y s  o f  S o v i e t  methods  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  he  would have  b e e n  
summar i l y  d i s p a t c h e d  b y  a  f i r i n g  s q u a d ,  S t i l l ,  f o r  a P a r t y  p r o -  
f e s s i n g  p o l i t i c a l '  democracy,  t h e  a c t i o n  was d r a s t i c .  E x a c t l y  why 
i t  was t a k e n  i n  t h a t  manner  i s  f a r  f r o m  c l e a r .  K a r d e l j  s a y s  he  
p l e a d e d  w i t h  D j i l a s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  a r t i c l e s  
t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  them. D j i l a s  d e n i e s  t h i s ,  D j i l a s  s a y s  t h a t  If T i t o  
h a d  a s k e d  him o r  s e n t  him word t o  s t o p ,  he  would have  done  s o ;  i t  
i s  i n d e e d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o .  Why T i t o  d i d n ' t  
s t e p  i n  r e m a i n s  a m y s t e r y ,  u n l e s s  he  f e a r e d  D j i l a s  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  
opponen t  and  wan ted  t o  g i v e  him r o p e  t o  hang h i m s e l f .  T h i s  i s  a n  
u n l i k e l y  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  however,  T i t o ' s  p o s i t i o n  b e i n g  what  i t  i s ,  

D j i l a s '  own e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  T i t o  and  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  
were  f r i g h t e n e d  a t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t h e  a r t i c l e s  r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  
r a n k  and  f i l e  o f  p a r t y  members and  f rom t h e  mass of  t h e  p o p u l a -  
t i o n ,  and  were  f r i g h t e n e d  a l s o  a t  o p p o s i t i o n  f rom c e r t a i n  p a r t y  



f u n c t i o n a r i e s  who f e a r e d  f o r  t h e i r  j o b s ,  He s a y s  he  b e l i e v e s  T i t 0  
was s i n c e r e  i n  a g r e e i n g  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  "may- 
b e  h e  d i d n l t  u n d e r s t a n d  what  I was s ay ing . "  He s a y s  t h e  o t h e r  
P o l i t b u r o  members p e r s u a d e d  T i t o  t h a t  an  example  s h o u l d  b e  made o f  
him. He s a y s  h e  d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  p e r s o n a l  m o t i v e s .  

" T i t o  s a y s  I am p o l i t i c a l l y  dead,n  D j i l a s  d e c l a r e d  w i t h  
a s h r u g  of h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  " P r o b a b l y  t h a t  i s  t r u e ,  I t  i s  t r u e  a l -  
s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no D j i l a s i t e s ,  i n  any  f o r m a l  a c t i v e  s e n s e .  But  
t h e r e  i s  l o t s  o f  D j i l a s i s m . "  

D j i l a s  i s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  T i t o  p e r f o r m e d  a  m a g n i f i -  
c e n t  j o b  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e  war  and  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  He p a i d  him t r i b u t e  f o r  h o l d i n g  t h e  p a r t y  t o g e t h e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  days  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Cominform R e s o l u t i o n ,  
"Nobody e l s e  o o u l d  have  done i t ,n he  s a i d .  

"But  now," D j i l a s  added,  n T i t o  h a s  o u t l i v e d  h i s  t ime .  
T h i s  i s  s a d ,  b u t  i t  happens  t o  most  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  He i s  n o t  
a t  home i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  He i s  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  a n  o p p o r t u n i s t  
b u t  he  i s  p l a y i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  o p p o r t u n i s m ,  and t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  
i s  o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  Once t h e  main ways o f  Marxism-.Leninism were  
abandoned ,  t h e r e  was no l o n g e r  any  j u s t i f i c a t i o n . f o r  t h e  p a r t y  
d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  One c a n n o t  s t a n d  s t i l l  on t h e  r o a d  t o w a r d  democracy.  
You go e i t h e r  f o r w a r d  o r  backward.  We have  gone backward.  Th i s  
i s  a  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  v e r y  b u r e a u c r a c y  we f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  i n  o u r  
s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  USSR." 

D j i l a s  c i t e s  a s  a n  example  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of  f r e e  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t y  i s ,  i n  h i s  op in i , on ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e x c e s -  
s i v e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  economy, The p o l i c y  o f  d e c e n t r a l i -  
z a t i o n ,  he s a y s ,  was n o t  t h o u g h t  o u t  c a r e f u l l y .  Because  i t  h a s  
b e e n  e x c e s s i v e  and i s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  economic  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  t h e r e  
w i l l  s o o n  have t o  b e  a r e s o r t  t o  d i r e c t ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l s  
a g a i n .  He s e e s  t h i s  as a  s t e p  backward,  and  he  i s  a f r a i d  t h a t  
once  i t  i s  t a k e n  t h e  P a r t y  b u r e a u c r a c y  w i l l  n o t  soon  a g a i n  l i g h t l y  
l o o s e n  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

D j i l a s  i s .  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union may go 
a h e a d  t o w a r d  p o l i t i c a l  democracy more r a p i d l y  t h a n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  
now t h a t  S t a l i n  i s  d e a d ,  He s e e s  t h e  USSR b e g i n n i n g  t o  t a k e  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n ,  and b e l i e v e s  t h a t  once  s u c h  a  movement s t a r t s - - f f i n  an 
u p s u r g e  o f  a n t i - S t a l i n i s m n - - t h e  USSR may go  f a s t e r  and  f a r t h e r  
t h a n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  

S i n c e  he  r e s i g n e d  f rom t h e  P a r t y ,  D j i l a s t  i d e a s  have  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p .  He now b e l i e v e s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h a t  two o r  more 
f o r m a l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p o l i t i c a l  democracy.  
And he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  economic democracy  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  m e a n i n g l e s s  
w i t h o u t  p o l i t i c a l  democracy.  Worke r -mana~emen t  of  i n d u s t r y  and  
d i r e c t  w o r k e r - r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  a r e  g r e a t  s t e p s  f o r w a r d ,  
h e  s a y s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  enough ,  D j i l a s  s a y s  he  h a s  f a i t h  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  democracy w i l l  come t o  Y u g o s l a v i a  e v e n t u a l l y ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
i n e v i t a b l e  s t r u g g l e  t h e r e  i s  d a n g e r  t h a t  harm w i l l  be done t o  s o -  
c i a l i s t  deve lopmen t ,  



"I t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  have  damaged t h e  
c a u s e  o f  s o c i a l i s m  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s , n  he  de-  
c l a r e d .  

Meanwhile ,  D j i l a s  r e l a x e s  i n  h i s  a p a r t m e n t ,  w r i t e s  p h i l o -  
s o p h i c a l  t r a c t s  f b r  h i s  own amusement, and  h e l p s  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i s  
t w o - y e a r - o l d  son .  He i s  a  somewhat p a t h e t i c  f i g u r e ,  I 1 I  would 
l i k e  t o  s t a r t  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  magaz ine , "  he  s a i d ,  " b u t  o f  c o u r s e  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  l e t  me. I would l i k e  t o  make a t r i p  a b r o a d ,  b u t  
p r o b a b l y  I c o u l d  n o t  g e t  a  p a s s p o r t .  Maybe i f  I were  i n v i t e d  t o  
w r i t e  f o r  a  s c h o l a r l y  magaz ine  a b r o a d ,  t h e y  would p e r m i t  i t .  

"1 am a  Yugos lav  p a t r i o t ,  and  I have  no d e s i r e  t o  do 
a n y t h i n g  a g a i n s t  my c o u n t r y ,  They know t h a t .  I s u p p o s e  my a p a r t -  
ment  i s  wa tched ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n l t  c o n c e r n  me.fl 

D j i l a s  was c o r r e c t  i n  t h e  l a s t  a s s u m p t i o n ,  It  was d i f -  
f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  o u t  where  D j i l a s  l i v e d .  No o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s  would 
e v e n  g i v e  h i s  t e l e p h o n e  number, But  t h e  day  a f t e r  I l e f t  h i s  
a p a r t m e n t ,  a f  o r e i g n - o f f  i c e  o f f i c i a l  a s k e d  a  Yugos l av  f r i e n d s  

"I u n d e r s t a n d  Gospodin  Nea l  saw D j i l a s  y e s t e r d a y .  Do 
you  know what  t h e y  t a l k e a  a b o u t ? "  

It  was o n l y  a f t e r  I had  t a l k e d  w i t h  Dj i l as  t h a t  my c o u n t -  
l e s s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e e  Edvard  K a r d e l j ,  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  a s  c h i e f  p a r t y  
i d e o l o g i s t ,  were  r ewarded .  A l though  M r .  K a r d e l j  had  i n  t h e  summer 
p e r s o n a l l y  i n v i t e d  me t o  s e e  him, l e t t e r s ,  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s ,  a n d  
v i s i t s  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  b r o u g h t  no a p p o i n t m e n t .  The day  b e f o r e  I 
saw D j i l a s ,  o n e  o f  K a r d e l j  I s  a s s i s t a n t s  s a i d  o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  
t h a t  no i n t e r v i e w  c o u l d  be a r r a n g e d .  Mr. K a r d e l j  was t o o  busy .  
The n e x t  e v e n i n g ,  a t - -of  a l l  p l a c e s - - t h e  S o v i e t  Embassy r e c e p t i o n  
on t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n ,  I met K a r d e l j .  

"And why h a v e n l t  you  come t o  s e e  me, Gospodin  Nea l ? "  he  
a s k e d ,  bowing o v e r  a g l a s s  of  vodka.  I t o l d  him I had  done e v e r y -  
t h i n g  e x c e p t  b r e a k  i n t o  h i s  p r i v a t e  a p a r t m e n t  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  do 
S O .  

" I n c r e d i b l e , "  murmured K a r d e l j .  1 1 1  h ave  n o t  b e e n  i n -  
f o rmed  a t  a l l  a b o u t  t h i s .  Can y o u  come t o  my o f f i c e  a t  10  o ' c l o c k  
tomorrow morn ing?"  

The t a l k  w i t h  K a r d e l j  l a s t e d  t h r e e  h o u r s  and  c o v e r e d  
t h e  whole  r a n g e  o f  Yugos l av  i d e o l o g i c a l  deve lopmen t ,  p l u s  a  l o t  
of  p e r s o n a l  r emarks  a b o u t  D j i l a s .  

D j i l a s  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  c o n f u s e d  i n  mind,  c o r r u p t e d  i n  
s o u l ,  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  a C o n i n f o r m i s t  i n  d e m o c r a t t s  
c l o t h i n g .  D j i l a s t  p r o p o s a l s  d i d  n o t  r i s e  t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  serious 
d i s c u s s i o n .  

Then why were  t h e y  d i s c u s s e d  s o  v i g o r o u s l y  a t  t h e  plenum? 
Because ,  s a i d  K a r d e l j r  



D j i l a s '  i d e a s  would have p roduced  a n a r c h y  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  and i n  t h e  l a n d .  It was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  t h i s  
o u t .  It may b e  t h a t  D j i l a s  h i m s e l f  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  i m p o r t  o f  h i s  own i d e a s .  Y u g o s l a v i a  i s  moving 
s t e a d i l y  t o w a r d  p o l i t i c a l  democracy,  and t h e  Communist 
P a r t y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  v a n g u a r d  of  t h i s  movement, To have  
c l i p p e d  t h e  P a r t y ' s  wings ,  s o  t o  s p e a k ,  a t  t h i s  moment, 
would have b e e n  t o  r e t a r d  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  deve lopment .  
The b a s i s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  democracy i s  economic democracy.  
Th i s  h a s  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k e r s 1  c o u n c i l s .  
The f i r s t  s t e p  t o w a r d  p o l i t i c a l  democracy h a s  been  
a c h i e v e d  i n  l o c a l ,  autonomous s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k e r s 1  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s - - t h e  p r o d u c e r s 1  c o u n c i l s - -  
p l a y i n g  a l e a d i n g  r o l e .  

A s  f a r  a s  f r e e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  conce rned ,  
t h i s  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l s  and  g e n e r a l l y  i n  
t h e  S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e .  The Communist P a r t y  h a s  d i v e s t e d  
i t s e l f  o f  mos t  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s  o f  f o r m a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a r e  e i t h e r  a  r e f l e c t i o n  
o f  c l a s h i n g  e c o n ~ m i c  i n t e r e s t s  o r  t h e y  a r e  meaning1,ess 
a s  f a r  a s  r e a l  i s s u e s  a r e  concerned .  I n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  
t h e r e  i s  no c l a s h  of  economic i n t e r e s t s ,  i n  t h e  M a r x i s t  
s e n s e ,  and  t o  have  m e a n i n g l e s s  p a r t i e s  i n  a  c o u n t r y  w i t h  
o u r  l e v e l  o f  c u l t u r a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p n e n t  would 
o n l y  mean c o n f u s i o n ,  

A s  more and  more o f  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  and  economic ac -  
t i v i t i e s  a r e  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e r e  i s  
bound t o  b e  more and  more f r e e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n .  
P e o p l e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d i s c u s s  p rob l ems  i n  o r d e r  t o  s o l v e  
them. Tha t  i s  o u r  way t oward  s o c i a l i s m .  When communes 
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  me rg ing  l o c a l  
government  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  s t a t e - -  
i n  t h e  f o r m a l  s e n s e  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  appa ra tu s - .  
w i l l  have  w i t h e r e d  away. When t h a t  o c c u r s ,  t h e  P a r t y  
w i l l  have w i t h e r e d  away a l s o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w i l l  no 
l o n g e r  b e  any  n e e d  f o r  a  P a r t y  i n  t h e  same s e n s e  a s  we 
have i t  now. But t h a t  i s  a l o n g  t i m e  ahead .  I n  t h e  
meantim'e,. by g i v i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p e o p l e  a t  
l o c a l  l e v e l s ,  we a r e  g u a r d i n g  a g a i n s t  b u r e a u c r a t i c  t e n d -  
e n c i e s  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  o r  t h e  p a r t y .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  
we do n o t  s e e  a l l  t h c  d i r e c t i o n s  we s h a l l  have  t o  t a k e  
c l e a r l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  vie a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  way, 
B u t  we a r e  s u r e  a b o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  
and  deve lopmen t  of  t h e  Commune. The Commune means po- 
l i t i c a l  democracy  and  economic d e a o c r a c y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  - 
p o l i t i c a l  de .nocracy and  economic d e n o c r a c y ,  

M r .  K a r d e l j  was t h e n  a s k e d :  Is Y u g o s l a v i a  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L e n i n i s t  d i a l e c t i c ?  I s  t h e  Yugos l av  p a r t y  s t i l l  a  
M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p a r t y ?  Ye t h o u g h t  f o r  a  f u l l  m i n u t e  b e f o r e  he 
answered  t 



No, t o  b e  f r a n k  i t  i s  n o t .  We have  r e p u d i a t e d  S t a l i n -  
i s m ,  which  i s  a  t y p e  of b u r e a u c r a t i c  d i c t a t o r s h i p  d e v e l o p e d  
b y  S t a l i n  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union,  T h i s  was a  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  
Len in i sm.  But Len in i sm i t s e l f  i s  s i m p l y  a s e r i e s  o f  i d e a s  
and  methods  t h a t  grew s p e c i f i c a l l y  o u t  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  ex-  
p e r i e n c e .  Our e x p e r i e n c e  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  I w i l l  n o t  s a y  
t h a t  L e n i n t s  way o f  o p e r a t i n g  was n o t  u s e f u l  a t  one  t i m e .  
We a r e  s t i l l  M a r x i s t s .  I n  d e c i d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  o u r  
minds ,  we f o l l o w  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  
p e r h a p s  n o t  a s  L e n i n  would have  s e e n  i t  b u t  as we s e e  i t  
h e r e .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  we s i m p l y  k e e p  t o  b r o a d ,  g e n e r a l  
M a r x i s t  g o a l s ,  b u t  we a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  own way t o  
g e t  t h e r e .  We f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many fo rms  and  t y p e s  
o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  and  t h a t  one i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  more c o r r e c t  
t h a n  a n o t h e r .  

Then what  o f  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  i s  no l o n g e r  needed  
a s  , t h e  e x c l u s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ?  
K a r d e l  j r e p l i e d :  

The P a r t y  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a l t o g e t h e r  
t h a t  e x c l u s i v e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  We h a d  o u r  PeopLe ' s  F r o n t ,  
and  now t h e  e v e n  b r o a d e r  S o c i a l i s t  A l l i a n c e .  The P a r t y  
i t s e l f  now h a s  unde rgone  changes  which  make i t  more demo- 
c r a t i c .  I t s  p o s i t i o n  i s  now c h i e f l y  one of  d i s c u s s i o n  
and  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  C.ommunists t h e m s e l v e s  mus t  
l e a d  as i n d i v i d u a l s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  a r e  a b l e ,  
compe ten t  i n d i v i d u a l s  m e r i t i n g  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e i r  
f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s ,  o r  n o t  a t  a l l .  

M r .  K a r d e l j  s a i d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  i t  was t h e  Communist P a r t y  
t h a t  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  Then he  was a s k e d :  

I s  n o t  t h i s  f a c t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  
l i n e ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  some of t h e  c o n f u s i o n  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  t o d a y ?  
F o r  example ,  t h e  Communists, h a v i n g  i n  mind a  p r o l e t a r i a t - d o m i n a t e d  
s t a t e ,  have  r a t h e r  b u n g l e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  wh ich  i s  t h e  
k e y  t o  Yugos l av  w e l l - b e i n g .  D e s p i t e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r j t y  
t o  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  and  communes, t h e s e  b o d i e s  a r e  h e a v i l y  domi- 
n a t e d  b y  w o r k e r s , ,  T h i s  means t h e y  t e n d  t o  i g n o r e ,  o r  a t  b e s t  a r e  
u n a b l e  t o  t r e a t  p r o p e r l y ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p rob l ems ,  Do y o u  s t i l l  be -  
l i e v e - - a s  T i t o  s t a t e d  i n  1952 ,  q u o t i n g  Len in - - t ha t  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  
of  t h e  v i l l a g e s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  
The p r e s e n t  a n t i c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  p o l i c y ,  once  c a l l e d  o n l y  t e m p o r a r y ,  
seems t o  have  become an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  no rma l  p a t t e r n .  I f  t h e  eco -  
nomic w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  depends  on  g i v i n g  t h e  p e a s a n t s  "a  
b r e a k "  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  economic  s e n s e ,  d o e s  t h i s  
n o t  mean t h a t  worke r -domina t i on  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  b o d i e s  w i l l  h ave  
t o  b e  d e c r e a s e d ?  And i f  s o ,  s i n c e  t h e  p e a s a n t s  a r e  a d m i t t e d l y  t h e  
mos t  backward  e l e m e n t  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ( a s  f a r  a s  s o c i a l i s t  i d e a s  
a r e  c o n c e r n e d ) ,  would n o t  t h i s  mean t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  whole  
c o u n t r y  would b e  e n d a n g e r e d ?  Does a l l  t h i s  mean t h a t ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  
you  have  t o  choose  be tween  d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i a l i s m  and  t h e  economic 
w e l l - b e i n g  of  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  



M r .  K a r d e l j  a d m i t t e d  t h e  l o g i c  of  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  Then 
he u n d e r t o o k  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e n  l i k e  t h i s :  

It i s  t r u e  t h a t  o u r  abandonment  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  S o v i e t -  
t y p e  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  i s  permanent .  We 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  f o r c e d .  It may 
be  t h a t  we w i l l  n e v e r  d e v e l o p  t h e  Ko lkhoz - type  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o l l e c t i v e  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  I d o n ' t  know. 

However, we s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  
i s  o b v i o u s  b e c a u s e ,  e v e n  a f t e r  o u r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i s  
comple t ed ,  t h e  v i l l a g e s  w i l l  r e m a i n  a v e r y  l a r g e  a n d . i m -  
p o r t a n t  s e c t o r .  A l so ,  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  means some fo rm of c o o p e r , a t i o n .  I t  d o e s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  mean Kolkhozes .  

We do have  f a i t h  t h a t  c o o p e r a t i v e s  o f  some s o r t  w i l l  
d e v e l o p  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  There, i s  a  f i r m  b a s e  f o r  t h i s  i n  
o u r  p a s t .  We h o l d  t h a t  any  t y p e  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e  i s  good,  
even  a  s i m p l e  c o o p e r a t i v e  f o r  b u y i n g  s e e d  and s 3  f o r t h ,  
a1.d t h a t  i t  i s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  s o c i a l i s m .  We f e e l  
t h a t  t h e  more i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  we have ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  
w i l l  b e  t h e  i m p e t u s  t o w a r d  c o o p e r a t i v e s ,  and t h u s  t oward  
s o c i a l i s m .  

A s  s o c i a l i s m  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  d e v e l o p s  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h i s  
w i l l  have  a n  e f f e c t  on  p e a s a n t s .  P e a s a n t s  a r e  a p a r t  of  
t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  i n e s c a p a b l y ,  l i k e  e v e r y o n e  e l s e .  I n  America ,  
f a r m e r s  have  a  c a p i t a l i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  b e c a u s e  A m e r i c a - i s  
c a p i t a l i s t i c .  I n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  a s  s o c i a l i s m  d e v e l o p s ,  o u r  
p e a s a n t s  w i l l  come t o  have  a  s o c i a l i s t i c  o u t l o o k .  And 
when t h i s  happens ,  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  movement w i l l  be  v l c -  
t o r i o u s ,  What k i n d  of c o o p , e r a t i v e s  w i l l  d e v e l o p  we d o e ' t  
know. W e . a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  way. A l l  t h i s  w i l l  t a k e  
a l o n g  t i m e ,  maybe 2 5  o r  5 0  y e a r s ,  b e f o r e  s o c i a l i s m  i n  
t h e  v i l l a g e s  w ins  o u t ,  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  p l a y  
a l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  o u r  s o c i a l i s t  l i f e .  And a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
and i d e o l o g i c a l  l e v e l  of  o u r  w o r k e r s  grows,  t h e y  w i l l  
come more and  more t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  p rob l ems  
i n v o l v e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  t o  have a  l e s s  na r row a p p r o a c h  
t o  t h e s e  p rob l ems .  The same i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t s .  

These  a r e  n o t  e a s y  probAems. We have  made m i s t a k e s ,  
and we may b e  making some now. But  one  t h i n g  o u r  expe-  
r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union t a u g h t  u s  i s  t o  beware  o f  
b e i n g  d o g m a t i c ,  We a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  o u r  way, We a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  do s o  by d i a l e c t i c a l  r e a s o n i n g .  We a r e  keep- 
i n g  o u r  e y e s  a lways  on s o c i a l i s t  g o a l s ,  and  we t h i n k  we 
have  t h e  b a s i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a c h i e v e  s o c i a l i s m .  To 
u s ,  t h i s  means p o l i t i c a l  democracy a.s w e l l  a s  economic 
democracy.  We f e e l  we a r e  a d v a n c i n g  i n  o u r  own way t o w a r d  
b o t h .  



M r ,  K a r d e l j  spoke  e a r n e s t l y  and ,  i t  seemed, w i t h  comple t e  
f r a n k n e s s .  When he  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e a l i t y  of  t h e  Yugos lav  
P a r t y ' s  c o u r s e  was b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  i t  h a s  had ,  t h e r e  
w'as much e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  him. The P a r t y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  o rga r l i z ed  
t h e  Yugos l av  s t a t e  a f t e r  t h e  wa r ,  I t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  
g r e a t  o r d e a l  of excommunica t ion  by t h e  S o v i e t  Union,  It h a s  s u c -  
c e e d e d  i n  making t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  Yugos l av  p e o p l e  more of  a  u n i t e d  
n a t i o n  t h a n  h a s  e v e r  been  t h e  c a s e  b e f o r e .  I t  q u i c k l y  and  w i t h o u t  
a p p a r e n t  d i f f i c u l t y  s q u a s h e d  t h e  s c h i s m a t i c  t e n d e n c i e s  i t  f e l t  
D j i l a s  e n c o u r a g e d .  I t  h a s  gone a l o n g  way t o w a r d  w i n n i n g  p o p u l a r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  much of  i t s  program. 

And y e t  t h e r e  remain  t h e  t w i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of  a  p l a n n e d  
c o o p e r a t i v e  economy and  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  o f  a  one-  
p a r t y  s t a t e  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  f reedom.  The l a t t e r  anomaly  was n e v e r  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  when t h e  Yugos l av  N a t i o n a l  T h e a t r e  
i n  B e l g r a d e  t h i s  f a l l  gave  M e n o t t i ' s  o p e r a ,  The Consu l .  The 
theme i n  The Consu l - - the  s e c r e t  p o l i c e  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  of  
a ~ o l i t i c a l  opponen t  t r y i n g  t o  f l e e  a n  i r o n - c u r t a i n  c o u n t r y - - h a s  
b e e n  e n a c t e d  c o u n t l e s s  t i m e s  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  and  t o '  
some e x t e n t  i t  s t i l l  i s .  To t h e  Yugos l avs ,  t h e  o p e r a  mus t  have 
szemed r e a l i t y  i n c a r n a t e ,  S t i l l  i t  was pe r fo rmed ,  r e c e i y e d  w i t h  
enormous e n t h u s i a s m ,  and w i l l  b e  g i v e n  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  
s e a s o n .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  The Consul  was p r e s e n t e d ,  my w i f e  and I 
wen t  d a n c i n g  w i t h  two Yugos lav  f r i e n d s .  One was a young woman 
a b o u t  2 5  y e a r s  of  age ,  whose b r o t h e r  had  j u s t  b e e n  r e l e a s e d  f rom 
p r i s o n  and who, p r i o r  t o  1949 ,  had  h a d  some s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
w i t h  p o l i c e ,  The o t h e r ,  a  man, was a P a r t y  member b u t  a b o u t  a s  
u n p o l i t i c a l  and  a s  u n i d e o l o g i c a l  a s  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  be--3  t y p e  
one m e e t s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  

D u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  w h i l e  I was d a n c i n g  w i t h  t h e  young 
S e r b ,  s h e  was s e i z e d  w i t h  a  f i t  o f  t r e m b l i n g  and  s h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
s h e  was s u r e  t h a t  o u r  o t h e r  f r i e n d  was an  a g e n t  o f  t h e  U D B A .  Her 
f e a r ,  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  s h e  i n s i s t e d  on b e i n g  t a k e n  home a t  once ,  was 
g e n u i n e .  A t  t h e  same moment, t h e  man was c o n f i d i n g  t o  my w i f e  
t h a t  he  t h o u g h t  t h e  young woman was an  UDBA a g e n t  an& t h a t  we a l l  
s h o u l d  b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l .  

T h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  where  eve rybody  s u s p e c t s  e v e r y -  
body e l s e - - s o  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  i r o n - c u r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s - - i s  d i s t a s t e -  
f u l  t o  a l l  Yugos l avs  e x c e p t  t h e  mos t  h a r d e n e d  p a r t y  m i l i t a n t e s .  
The Yugos l avs  ( a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n )  a r e  b e i n g  t o l d  o f  t h e  e v i l s  o f  
s u c h  a s i t u a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  media  s u c h  a s  The Consu l  b u t  
a l s o  d i r e c t l y  b y  T i t o  and  t h e  P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  Maybe t h e  l e a d e r s  
d o n ' t  mean i t .  But  t h e  l a t i t u d e  of  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  f r e e d o m  
i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  t o d a y  i s  s u c h  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  how a  coming 
g e n e r a t i o n ,  i n  any  e v e n t ,  can  h e l p  b u t  b e  conv inced .  The c l a s h  be-  
tween  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  an i d e o l o g i c a l  l i n e  and t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 
t h e  p a r t y  d i c t a t o r s h i p  i s  f e l t  n o t  o n l y  by  D j i l a s  b u t  by t h o u s a n d s  
o f  o t h e r s - - e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  who, g rowing  up i n  t h e  new a t m o s p h e r e ,  
do n o t  have  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s t r a i n t  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  



e r a  o r  t h e  r e v e r e n c e  f o r  P a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e  s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
many p re -1948  Communists. Members o f  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  a r e  
i n e v i t a b l y  g o i n g  t o  have  more and  more power i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  a s  
t i m e  goes  on. They may p rove  t o  b e  o p p o r t u n i s t s  and  u s e  t h e i r  
power t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  on p o l i t i c a l  f r eedom,  
o r  t h e y  may u s e  i t  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  t h a t  s t i l l  s e p a r a t e  
t h e i r  c o u n t r y  f rom g e n u i n e  p o l i t i c a l  democracy.  I t  i s  h a r d  t o  
i m a g i n e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  u s e  t h e i r  power t o  s u p y o r t  a d i a l e c t i c  t h a t  
i s n ' t  t h e r e .  

R e g a r d l e s s  of  t h i s ,  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  i s  posed  
here - -namely ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  one c a n  have  a  s o c i a l i s t  
( communi s t - t ype )  s y s t e m  and  s t i l l  have  r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  democracy.  
The Yugos l avs  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p rove  t h e y  can.  

The S o v i e t  Union, i n  p r o n o u n c i n g  an  ana thema on t h e  
Yugos l av  P a r t y ,  t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  t h a t  any  d e v i a t i o n  
f r o m  what  Moscow r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  r i g h t  way w o u l d  mean t h e  f a i l u r e  
o f  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e  a M a r x i s t  s o c i e t y .  The Yugos l avs ,  s e t t i n g  
o f f  on t h e i r  own c o u r s e ,  have  d e n i e d  t h i s .  Deve lopments  i n  Yugo- 
s l a v i a  d u r i n g  t h e  coming i n t e r e s t i n g  y e a r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  show who 
is c o r r e c t .  




