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There a r e  few b e t t e r  p l a c e s  t h a n  Yugos lav ia  t o  s t u d y  
n a t i o n a l i s m .  Here n a t i o n a l i s m  i s  found  n o t  o n l y  i n  i t s  more 
c l a s s i c  a spec t s - - con temporaneous ly  as w e l l  as h i s t o r i c a l l y - - b u t  
a l s o  i n  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  new and as y e t  n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  form: 
Communist n a t i o n a l i s m .  

The k a l e i d o s c o p e  o f  d i s t i n c t  n a t i o n a l  groups  i s  t h e  
phenomenon of n a t i o n a l i s m  which i s  p e r h a p s  most  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
Yugoslav. The s e v e r a l  n a t i o n a l  g roups  a r e  t h e  S e r b s ,  t h e  C r o a t s ,  
t h e  S lovenes ,  and t h e  Macedonians. O f  t h e  two o t h e r  ma jo r  n a t i o n a l  
groups  i n  Yugos lavia ,  t h e  Montenegr ins  a r e  e t h n i c a l l y  S e r b s ,  w h i l e  
t h e  Bosnian-Hercegovin ians  a r e  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  e i t h e r  S e r b s  o r  
C r o a t s ,  

T h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  n o t  go i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a d e f i n i t i o n  
of n a t i o n a l i s m .  Here i t  i s  t a k e n  t o  mean m e r e l y  a p o s i t i v e  group 
f e e l i n g  o f  u n i t y  among s i m i l a r  p e o p l e s  i n  geograph ic  p r o x i m i t y ,  
I n  Yugos lav ia  n a t i o n a l i s m - - o r  p a r t i c u l a r i s m - - i s  e x p r e s s e d  p r e -  
d o m i n a t e l y  among t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  groups ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  
a l s o  of  a n  emerging Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m .  

The main r o o t s  of  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  Yugos lav ia  
a r e  e t h n i c ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  and h i s t o r i c a l .  G e n e r a l l y  speak ing ,  t h e  
p e o p l e  a r e  a l l  South  S lavs .  Yet  t h e y  d i f f e r  f rom one a n o t h e r .  
The d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a r e  w e l l  known: t h e  S l o y e n e s  and many 
C r o a t s  t e n d  t o  be f a i r  i n  complexion,  t h e  S e r b s  and Macedonians 
d a r k e r .  The S l o v e n i a n  l a n g u a g e  i s  i n  mnay ways a k i n  t o  S lovak  and 
i s  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  o t h e r s .  It i s  r e l a t e d  t o  Serbo-  
C r o a t  much i n  t h e  manner, s a y  t h a t ,  Danish  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  Swedish, 
S e r b i a n  and C r o a t i a n ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  r e l a t e d  as c l o s e l y  
as Swedish and Norwegian, t h e  major  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  S e r b i a n  
i s  w r i t t e n  i n  C y r i l l i c  and C r o a t i a n  i n  L a t i n  l e t t e r s .  Macedonian 
a g a i n  i s  a s e p a r a t e  l anguage ,  a k i n  t o  B u l g a r i a n  and d i f f e r i n g  from 
S e r b i a n  p e r h a p s  as much as Swedish d i f f e r s  f rom German. 

S l o v e n i a  i s  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  C r o a t i a n  
p l a i n s  by t h e  J u l i a n  Alps,  and a p o l i t i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  was e n f o r c e d  
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by e a r l y  Germanic domina t ion  a f t e r  t h e  F r a n k i s h  c o n q u e s t ,  Although 
no g e o g r a p h i c a l  b a r r i e r s  d i v i d e  C r o a t i a  and S e r b i a  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
domina t ion  of  C r o a t i a  by  Hungary from t h e  1 2 t h  c e n t u r y  e f f e c t i v e l y  
s e p a r a t e d  i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  from S e r b i a ,  The e a r l i e r  T u r k i s h  domina- 
t i o n  of Macedonia w a l l e d  o f f  t h k t  a r e a  from S e r b i a ;  w h i l e  Monte- 
negro ,  as t h e  name i m p l i e s ,  i s  e n t i r e l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  r a g g e d  mounta in  
peaks.  

Geography i t s e l f  a c c o u n t s  f o r  enormous d i f f e r e n c e s .  I n  
t h e  f e r t i l e  v a l l e y s  o f  S l o v e n i a  and t h e  p l a i n s  a r e a  of  C r o a t i a ,  
p e a c e f u l  a g r i c u l t u r e  developed,  w h i l e  t h e  mounta in  men o f  t h e  
Sou th  were p e r f o r c e  r e s t l e s s  herdsmen, h u n t e r s ,  and w a r r i o r s .  
E s p e c i a l l y  i n  C r o a t i a  t h e r e  deve loped  t h e  Zadruga, which i s  a co- 
o p e r a t i v e  f a r m  on which a number o f  famili9s l i v e d  and  farmed i n  
common. C u l t u r a l  s o c i o l o g i s t s  l i k e  Tomasic b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  envi ronment  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  
of  t h e  Zadruga  a r e a  became p e a c e f u l  and c o o p e r a t i v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  
mounta in  men became m i l i t a n t  and  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  C e r t a i n l y  
m i l i t a n t  group S e e l i n g s  have b e e n  more i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  
y e t  even  Tomasic would n o t  d i s c o u n t  C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  as a 
p o w e r f u l  f o r c e .  

However t h a t  may be, h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  
most  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  development  o f  p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  n a t i o n a l i s m  
among t h e  Sou th  S lavs .  Aggress ive  n a t i o n a l i s m  d o e s  n o t  p redomina te  
among t h e  S lovenes .  One r e a s o n  p r o b a b l y  i s  t h a t  t h e  Germanic 
dominat ion ,  which o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  a t r u l y  d e f i n e d  n a t i o n n l  
s o c i e t y  w a s  formed, e l i m i n a t e d  what S l o v e n i a n  e l i t e  g roups  t h e r e  
were. There  w a s  n e v e r  formed any d i s t i n c t i v e  S l o v e n i a n  c u l t u r e ;  
and o r g a n i z e d  community l i f e ,  on a n  a l l - S l o v e n i a n  l e v e l ,  was 
Germanic, The masses  o f  p e o p l e - - p e a s a n t s  under  serfdom--were o f  
c o u r s e  S l a v s  who spoke S loven ian .  The d i s t a n c e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  
them from t h e i r  m a s t e r s  was s o  g r e a t  t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  l i t t l e  i d e n t i t y  
w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s o c i e t y .  Al though Germanic c u l t u r e  a f f e c t e d  
them l i t t l e ,  many S l o v e n i a n s  d i d  e v e n t u a l l y  l o o k  toward  t h e  German- 
s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s  as t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  home. S l o v e n i a  d i d  n o t  
possess -  a n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s e e d s  o f  n a t i o n a l  i d e a l -  
i s m ,  and t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church t h e r e  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  e n t i r e l y  
w i t h  t h e  Germanic r u l i n g  c l a s s .  

The s i t u a t i o n  i n  C r o a t i a  was d i f f e r e n t ,  From t h e  e a r l y  
1 2 t h  c e n t u r y ,  C r o a t i a  w a s  under  t h e  domina t ion  of  Hungary, When 
t h i s  came a b o u t ,  however, t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  a c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  
C r o a t i a n  s t a t e  and c u l t u r e  w i t h  a C r o a t i a n  n o b i l i t y ,  T h i s  n o b i l i t y  
i n  e f f e c t  s o l d  o u t  t o  t h e  Hungar ians  and governed  C r o a t i a  f o r  them. 
The Roman C a t h o l i c  Church i n  C r o a t i a  had t h e  c l o s e s t  a f f i l i a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  C r o a t i a n  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  and t h e  two t o g e t h e r  were t h e  
m a i n s t a y s  of C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  

I n  t h e  development  of  t h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  e v e n t s  t o  t h e  
Sou th  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e ,  N a t i o n a l i s m  was and i s  d o u b t l e s s  
more f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  among t h e  S e r b s  t h a n  among t h e  o t h e r  South  
S l a v s ,  There  a r e  a number of r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s .  One i s  t h a t  by  
t h e  t ime  t h e  S e r b s  were  s o  d e c i s i v e l y  d e f e a t e d  by  t h e  Turks a t  



t h e  B a t t l e  of Kossovo P o l j e  i n  1389, t h e y  had  b u i l t  up one of  t h e  
l e a d i n g  e m p i r e s  i n  'Europe and had  deve loped  a  c u l t u r e  a s  advanced 
i n  many ways as any i n  t h e  West. It  i s  l i k e l y  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  500 
y e a r s  of o p p r e s s i v e  T u r k i s h  o c c u p a t i o n  were a f o r c e  f o r  l a t e r  
n a t i o n a l i s m .  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  S e r b s  were t r e a t e d  as few 
conquered  p e o p l e s  i n  modern t i m e s ' h a v e  been  t r e a t e d - - c e r t a i n l y  
worse,  f o r  example, t h a n  t h e  R u s s i a n s  under  t h e  Mongols. S t i l l  
S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  might  n o t  have  f l o u r i s h e d  under  t h e s e  cond i -  
t i o n s  i f  i t  had n o t  been  f o r  t h e  S e r b i a n  Orthodox Church. The 
a n c i e n t  S e r b i a n  n o b i l i t y  was dec ima ted  and S e r b i a n  c u l t u r e  l a i d  
was te .  But t h e  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  k e p t  a l i v e  a  Pan-Serbian 
f e e l i n g  f o r  h a l f  a mi l l en ium,  

Indeed ,  t h e  merger  of r e l i g i o n  and n a t i o n a l i s m  p r o b a b l y  
was a s  comple te  i n  t h e  c a s e  of S e r b i a  as  i t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  b e f o r e  
o r  s i n c e ,  n o t  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  Orthodox 
Church t o  R u s s i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  250 y e a r s  under  t h e  
T a r t a r  yoke. One h a s  o n l y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  few remain ing  a n c i e n t  
S e r b i a n  m o n a s t e r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  e x q u i s i t e  r e l i g i o u s  a r t ,  t o  s e e  
i t .  A f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Kossovo P o l j e ,  t h e  widow o f  Tsar Laza r  
gave t o  t h e  S e r b i a n  P a t r i a r c h  two g i g a n t i c  c a n d l e s ,  p e r h a p s  
15  f e e t  h i g h  and n e a r l y  a f o o t  i n  width.  She t o l d  him t o  gua rd  
them u n l i t  u n t i l  t h e  day  when S e r b i a  r e g a i n e d  i t s  freedom. Some 
500 y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  c a n d l e s  were lit. They c a n  z e  s e e n  today ,  
s t i l l  p r e s e r v e d ,  i n  t h e  ~ e z a n i  monas tery ,  n e a r  Pec, where t r a p p i n g s  
of  a n c i e n t  S e r b i a n  g l o r y  a r e  such  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  i f  
t h e  p l a c e  i s  a r e l i g i o u s  o r  a n a t i o n a l  monument. 

The main c o n f l i c t  between p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  n a t i o n a l i s m s  
i n  Yugos lav ia  h a s  been  between t h e  S e r b s  and t h e  C r o a t s .  A major  
f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  development--and a l s o  i n  i n t e n s i f y i n g  b o t h  S e r b i a n  
and C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m - - h a s  been  t h e  age-o ld  s t r u g g l e  between 
E a s t e r n  and Western C a t h o l i c i s m ,  I n  t h e  l a n d  of  t h e  South S l a v s ,  
t h i s  s t r u g g l e  was p e r h a p s  even s h a r p e r  t h a n  i t  was f a r t h e r  n o r t h  
between t h e  R u s s i a n s  and Po les .  Not o n l y  d i d  b o t h  s i d e s  v i e  f o r  
g e o g r a p h i c a l  dominion and p o l i t i c a l  power, b u t  f o r c e d  conve ' rs ions 
were common--often accompanied b y  t h e  most  unspeakab le  t o r t u r e s ,  

During t h e  main p e r i o d  of development  of n a t i o n a l i s m  
i n  t h e  West, t h e  Yugoslav p e o p l e s  were a l l  under  f o r e i g n  domina- 
t i o n .  A s  t h e  mighty  S l a v  n a t i o n  of  R u s s i a  r o s e  i n  t h e  E a s t  and 
ex tended  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  t o  b o t h  Turks  and A u s t r i a n s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  l i b e r a t i o n  appeared .  It w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  of Pan- 
S lav i sm was p u t  f o r t h - - b y  a Croat .  A t  f i r s t  t h e  i d e a  was more 
roman t i c  and s p i r i t u a l  t h a n  p r a c t i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l - - a  un ion  of  
a l l  t h e  S l a v  p e o p l e s ,  n o r t h  and south .  T h i s  c o n c e p t  of  Pan- 
S lav i sm e n c o u n t e r e d  two snags ,  however. It  r a n  c o u n t e r  t o  R u s s i a ' s  
a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  A u s t r i a ,  and i t  i n c u r r e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
R u s s i a n  Orthodox Church. The r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
S l a v s  under  A u s t r i a n  hegemony--the North S l a v s  and t h e  S l o v e n i a n s  
and Croats--were e x c l u d e d  from t h e  c o n c e p t  of  Pan-Slavism, as f a r  
as t h e  R u s s i a n s  were conce rned ,  

Thus i t  was t h e  S e r b s  a l o n e  who, a f t e r  t h e  T r e a t y  of 
B e r l i n ,  r e g a i n e d  t h e i r  independence  i n  1879. Soon t h e r e a f t e r , ' t h e  



proud and f i e r y  S e r b s  l aunched  a  d r i v e  n o t  f o r  Pan-Slavism b u t  
f o r  Pan-Serbianism, I n  t h i s  development,  t h e  h o t l y  anti-Roman- 
C a t h o l i c  S e r b i a n  Orthodox Church p l a y e d  a  b i g  p a r t ,  Th i s  b rough t  
t h e  S e r b s  more s h a r p l y  t h a n  e v e r  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  C r o a t s  and 
t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church. I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  between 
t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church i n  C r o a t i a  and C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  be- 
came g r e a t e r .  It  was d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  C r o a t s  of t h e  
Orthodox f a i t h  came t o  be c a l l e d  Serbs ,  and Roman C a t h o l i c  S e r b s  
were c a l l e d  Croa t s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  o r  where 
t h e y  l i v e d ,  It was o u t  of t h i s  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  
World War was touched  o f f  a t  S e r a j e v o ,  I n  Bosnia-Hercegovina, 
under  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  and a t t a c h e d  t o  C r o a t i a  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ,  
S e r b i a n  f e e l i n g s  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h e d  a  z e n i t h ,  The S e r b s  of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina  f e l t  themse lves  oppressed  by b o t h  t h e  dominant Muslim 
a r i s t o c r a c y  and t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  A s  a t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h i s  
p a s s i o n ,  t h e  f o o t p r i n t s  of G a v r i l o  P r i n c i p ,  who s h o t  Archduke 
Ferdinand,  have been  embedded i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  s idewalk  a t  t h e  
p l a c e  where t h e  a t t a c k  took  p lace .  On t h e  same c o r n e r  i s  t h e  
G a v r i l o  P r i n c i p  Museum, t h e  p r e s e n t  c u r a t o r  of which i s  t h e  f i r s t  
c o u s i n  of t h e  a s s a s s i n ,  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i d e a  of Pan-Slavism--at l e a s t  as f a r  
as t h e  Sou th  S l a v s  were concerned-- took r o o t  and c o n t i n u e d  i n  
C r o a t i a  and S l o v e n i a ,  and t o  some e x t e n t  i n  S e r b i a .  The Balkan 
wars f r e e d  most o f  t h e  South  S l a v  p e o p l e s  under  Turk i sh  dominion-- 
t h e y  were t h e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e r b i a .  When t h e  Austro-Hungarian 
Empire b roke  up i n  1919, t h e  P a n - S l a v i s t  goa l  was r e a l i z e d  i n  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  Kingdom of t h e  Serbs ,  Croa t s ,  and S lovenes ,  l a t e r  
Yugoslavia.  

The S l o v e n e s  e n t e r e d  t h e  new s t a t e  because  t h e y  had no 
p l a c e  e l s e  t o  go. The C r o a t s  e n t e r e d  i t  i n  p a r t  f o r  t h e  same 
reasons--in p a r t  because  t h e y  saw themse lves  a s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of 
a g r e a t  S l a v  s t a t e .  The Serbs - -de fea ted  a f t e r  m a g n i f i c e n t  opposi -  
t i o n  b u t  ~ ~ ~ a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  e n t i t y - - e n t e r e d  i t  as a s t e p  
toward G r e a t e r  S e r b i a ,  I n  a  sense ,  t h a t  i s  what Yugoslavia  be- 
tween t h e  wars was, The k ing ,  c o u r t ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and c i v i l  
s e r v i c e ,  arrny and p o l i c e  were p r e d o m i n a t e l y  S e r b i a n ,  Admin i s t r a -  
t i v e  d i v i s i o n s  c u t  a c r o s s  e t h n i c  b o u n d a r i e s ,  and t h e  S e r b i a n  
Orthodox Church was g iven e s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  

Under t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s ,  t h e  C r o a t i a n s  n a t u r a l l y  
chafed .  The o l d  C r o a t i a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  had l e s s  power and independ-  
ence  i n  many ways t h a n  before.  C r o a t i a  was a t  t i m e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
i n  a  s t a t e  of i n s u r r e c t i o n .  An a r d e n t  Serbiyan p a t r i o t  s h o t  and 
k i l l e d  t h e  C r o a t i a n  l e a d e r   adi id i n  t h e  S k u p s t i n a ,  When ,the 
C r o a t s  demandzd autonomy and a  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  R a d i c l s  
s u c c e s s o r ,  Macek, was impr i soned  and a  r o y a l  d i c t a t o r s h i p  pro-  
c la imed,  The answer of t h e  CroatAan n a t i o n a l i s t s - - o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  
a  t e r r o r i s t  group c a l l e d  t h e  Ustasi--was t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of 
King Alexander,  The Roman C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Croa t i a - -bo th  f o r  
r e a s o n s  o f  d e f e n s e  and because  i t  was so much a  p a r t  of C r o a t i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s m - - s p u r r e d  on a n t i - S e r b  a c t i v i t y ,  



To a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  t h e r e  were S l o v e n i a n  s e p a r a t i s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o ,  The s e p a r a t i s t s  t e n d e d  t o  work 
w i t h  t h e  C r o a t s  i n  p a r t - - d e s p i t e  f r e q u e n t  f r i c t i o n  between t h e  
two--because t h e  S l o v e n i a n  movement t o o  had an a n t i - S e r b ,  pro-  
Roman-Catholic o r i e n t a t i o n .  

Although t h e  p romise  o f  a  b e t t e r  working r e l a t i o n s h i p  
a p p e a r e d  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of World War 11, t h e  c o n f l i c t  
between C r o a t i a n  and S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  was a g a i n  one of t h e  
c e n t r a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  war i t s e l f  i n  Yugos lav ia ,  C e r t a i n  C r o a t i a n  
l e a d e r s - - n o t  ex t reme n a t i o n a l i s t s  b u t  Pan-Yugoslavis ts--have con- 
t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  army u p r i s i n g  i n  S e r b i a  t h a t  f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  i n  
t h e  Naz i s  was o r g a n i z e d  by  P a n - S e r b i s t s  who wanted t o  b reak  up 
Yugos lav ia  once and f o r  a l l ,  The e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  c h a r g e  
i s  a lmos t  e n t i r e l y  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ,  b u t  Yugos lav ia  was b roken  up 
d u r i n g  t h e  war. While t h e  f i r s t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Germans came 
&-om t h e  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a / l i s t  s u p p o r t e r s  of  t h e  monarchyo-the 
C e t n i k s  under  M i h a i l o v i c - - t h e  ex t reme C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s  
c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N a z i - F a s c i s t s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  aims of an  
i n d e p e h d e n t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  a s e p a r a t e ,  C r o a t i a ,  The I t a l i a n  Duke 
of S p o l e t i  r e i g n e d  i n  Zagreb as King Tomislav 11, t h e  f i r s t  k i n g  
o f  C r o a t i a  i n  a  thousand  y e a r s .  

T h e i r  t e n u o u s  u n i t y  t h u s  broken,  t h e  S e r b i a n  and C r o a t i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s t s  h u r l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  on one a n o t h e r  i n  a r e l e a s e  of p e n t -  
up f u r y .  Who d i d  what f i r s t  i s  l i k e  d i scussJng  t h e  s h i c k e n  and 
t h e  egg. I n  t h e i r  f r e n z y  t o  h i t  a t  t h e  Ustasi, t h e  C e t n i k s  a t t a c k e d  
C r o a t i a n s  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  t h e r e b y  d r i v i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  more and 
more i n t o  t h e  n s t i o n a l i s t - s e p a r a t i s t  p o s i t i o n ,  i f  o n l y  f o r  p r o t e c -  
t i o n .  The Ustasi r e t a l i a t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  might  a g a i n s t  t h e  
S e r b s ,  I n  t h i s  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  i t  would have b e e n  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  oppos ing  Churches  i n  e i t h e r  S e r b i a  o r  C r o a t i a  t o  s t a n d  a l o o f .  
Indeed ,  t h e y  f e l t  t h e i r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  w a s  a t  s t a k e .  Out of  such  
a s i t u a 3 i o n  grew t h e  famous c a s e  of  Archbishop--now Cardinal- .  
S t e p i n a c ,  

I n  one s,ense, i t  was t h i s  b i t t e r  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  
S e r b  and C r o a t  n a t i o n a l i s t  e x t r e m i s t s  t h a t  gave T i t o  h i s  chance ,  
Himself a Croat ,  T i t o  at t h e  head  of t h e  Communists r a l l i e d  a round 
him a s i z a b l e  group o f  Yugoslavs who wanted  t o  f i g h t  t h e  Germans 
and I t a l i a n s  more t h a n  t h e y  wanted t o  f i g h t  each  o t h e r ,  I n  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s ,  as t h e  l e a d i n g  opponen t s  of t h e  Axis i n v a d e s s ,  
T i t o l s  P a r t i s a n s  found  t h e m s e l v e s  o f t e n  engaged w i t h  t h e  Ustasi, 
who became i n c r e a s i n g l y  n o t h i n g  b u t  a n  arm of t h e  Germans and 
I t a l i a n s .  

What a r e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  produced t h e s e  i n t e n s e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g s  among t h e  Yugos lavs?  The c e n t r a l  
f a c t  seems t o  be  t h a t  t h e  t r a p p i n g s  of c o n f l i c t i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m  
were deve loped  among t h e  S e r b s  and C r o a t s  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  two 
groups  were u n i t e d  i n  one n a t i o n .  F i r s t  t h e r e  were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
e t h n i c  and l a n g u a g e  groups ,  s e p a r a t e d  from each  o t h e r  o v e r  a l o n g  
p e r i o d  of  t ime,  Second, b o t h  groups  had  t h e i r  own e l i t e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
which p r o f i t e d  b y  e x p l o i t i n g  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g s ,  Th i rd ,  t h e b e  



were t h e  s e p a r a t e ,  w e l l - d e f i n e d ,  and d i f f e r i n g  c u l t u r e s .  F o u r t h ,  
each  had a  r e c o r d  o f  p a s t  n a t i o n a l  g l o r i e s  which t h e  s t a n d a r d -  
b e a r e r s  of  n a t i o n a l i s m  u t i l i z e d  a s  a r a l l y i n g  p o i n t  f o r  emotions.  
F i f t h ,  r e l i g i o n  was a s t r o n g  f a c t o r  i n  k e e p i n g  a l i v e  n a t i o n a l i s t  
f e e l i n g s  and i n  wrapping  n a t i o n a l  i d e a l i s m  i n  t h e  c l o a k  of 
r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l i s m .  S i x t h ,  t h e r e  was t h e  e l emen t  of danger  o r  
t h r e a t ,  p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t .  The l o n g  p e r i o d  of t e r r i b l e  t r e a t m e n t  
of t h e  S e r b s  by  t h e  Turks  was a s t r o n g  f a c t o r  i n  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l -  
i s m ,  w h i l e  b o t h  t h e  Hungar ian  o c c u p a t i o n  and t h e  t h r e a t  f rom t h e  
Orthodox S e r b s  worked, e a c h  i n  i t s  own way, t o  promote C r o a t i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s m .  

Tha t  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a r e  n o t  e x c l u s i v e ,  however, c a n  b e  
s e e n  f rom t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  c a s e s  of  Bosnia-Hercegovina and Monte- 
negro .  F o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  p e o p l e s  of  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  e t h n i -  
c a l l y  S e r b s  o r  Croa t s .  Bosn ia  was l o n g  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  Turks,  
d u r i n g  which p e r i o d  a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  S l a v s  t h e r e  became 
Muslims. These Muslim S l a v s  compr i sed  t h e  e l i t e  group o f  t h e  
i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  and j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  Turks  i n  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  
of o p p r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Orthodox Se rbs .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  
i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  Turkey r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  o t h e r  S l a v i c  
groups.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  t h e  Muhammadun r e l i g i o n  was 
o r i e n t a t e d  toward  Turkey was a  f a c t o r .  A s  an  a n t i - S e r b i a n  group, 
t h e  Muslim S l a v s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  occupy a f a v o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  
t h e  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  however, when t h e  
C r o a t i a n  Roman C a t h o l i c s  were g i v e n  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  by  Vienna, 
t h e r e  was a b e g i n n i n g  o f  S e r b i a n  s o l i d a r i t y  among Muslim and 
Or thodox S l a v s .  But t h e r e  n e v e r  deve loped  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  
r i g h t l y  b e  c a l l e d  Bosnian  n a t i o n a l i s m .  The predominant  i n t e n s e  
f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  f o r e i g n  o c c u p i e r s  came from t h e  Or thodox 
S e r b s ,  who l o o k e d  t o  S e r b i a  as b o t h  p r o t e c t o r  and s p i r i t u a l  home. 

The Montenegr ins  a r e  e n t i r e l y  S e r b s  e t h n i c a l l y .  L i t t l e  
more t h a n  500,000 i n  number, t h e y  s tem f rom t h o s e  S e r b s  who, 
a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of Kossovo P o l j e ,  s e t  t h e m s e l v e s  up i n  t h e  
mounta in  f a s t n e s s  and n e v e r  s u r r e n d e r e d .  The h i s t o r y  of  Monte- 
negro ,  -a t  l e a s t  up u n t i l  t h e  end of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i s  a 
c o n t i n u o u s  war f o r  s u r v i v a l  i n  which t h e  p e o p l e  f o u g h t  t h e  Turks  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  and c o l l e c t i v e l y .  Here one f i n d s  n a t i o n a l i s m  a t  i t s  
h e i g h t .  Almost w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  male Montenegr ins  were w a r r i o r s  
o r  g u e r r i l l a s .  F i g h t i n g  was n o t  o n l y  a n  a c c e p t e d  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  
a Montenegr in - - i t  w a s  t h e  o n l y  a c c e p t e d  o c c u p a t i o n .  The v a l u e s  
and a t t i t u d e s  of  t h e  w a r r i o r  t h u s  became t h e  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  
of t h e  Montenegr in  peop le :  hero ism,  p r i d e ,  g l o r y ,  b o a s t f u l n e s s .  
A l l  t h i s  was encompassed i n  a  Montenegr in  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  n o t  a 
S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  a l t h o u g h  s i n c e  t h e  p e o p l e  were e t h n i c a l l y  
S e r b s  i t  was n o t  h o s t i l e  t o  S e r b i a .  Here a g a i n  one f i n d s  r e l i g i o n  
and t h e  Church as i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s .  The N o n t e n e g r i n s  were,  of 
c o u r s e ,  a l l  Orthodox;  and t h e  government i n  f a c t  began and l o n g  
c o n t i n u e d  as a t h e o c r a c y ,  t h e  head  of  t h e  Church b e i n g  t h e  head of  
t h e  s t a t e .  It was o n l y  when t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  changed and t h e  o l d  
enemy, t h e  Turk, no l o n g e r  p r e s e n t e d  a  danger  t h a t  Montenegr in  
n a t i o n a l i s m  l o s t  some o f  i t s  d r i v e .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  t h i s  
n a t i o n a l i s m  b r e d  r emain  among t h e  p e o p l e ,  however. I n v a r i a b l y  a 



Montenegr in  w i l l  & e l l  you, p r i d e f u l l y ,  t h a t  he i s  a Montenegrin.  
Except  f o r  a  few C e t n i k  de tachments ,  t h e  Montenegr ins  were P a r t i -  
s a n s  a lmos t  t o  a man, and t o d a y  Montenegro c a n  p o i n t  t o  more 
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  army i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  c a n  any  
o t h e r  Yugoslav r e p u b l i c .  It w a s  a Montenegrin,  Milovan Djilas,  
who was f i r s t  an ou t spoken  opponent  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and t h e n  
a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e b e l  even  a g a i n s t  T i t o .  

Macedonia p r e s e n t s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  example of  
n a t i o n a l i s t  development.  The g l o r i e s  o f  P h i l i p  and Alexander  were 
l o s t  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  of  T u r k i s h  o c c u p a t i o n  came t o  a n  
end,  The r o l e  o f  t h e  Church was compromised, because  S e r b i a ,  
B u l g a r i a ,  and G r e e c e - - a l l  Orthodox--vied f o r  Macedonian t e r r i t o r y .  
U n t i l  l a t e l y  t h e r e  n e v e r  was an i n d e p e n d e n t  Macedonian Church. 
There  were few i f  any f a c t o r s  o p e r a t i n g  among t h e  downtrodden 
Macedonian p e a s a n t s  t o  f o s t e r  Macedonian n a t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s ,  and 
t h e  absence  of  a Macedonian l i t e r a t u r e  made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  p e r -  
p e t u a t e  such i d e a l s  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  L i b e r a t e d  from t h e  Turks i n  
t h e  Balkan wars ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  once known as Macedonia remained  
p a r t i t i o n e d  among Greece ,  S e r b i a ,  and B u l g a r i a .  To f o s t e r  
B u l g a r i a n  ends ,  S o f i a  o r g a n i z e d  a Macedonian R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  known as IMRO, which t r i e d - - w i t h o u t  success - - to  
f o s t e r  i n t e n s e  n a t i o n a l i s m  among t h e  masses  of S e r b i a n  Nacedonia. 
Although i t  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  t h e  way t h e  B u l g a r s  hoped, t h e  
e f f o r t s  o f  I N R O  d i d  s t i m u l a t e  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g s  among t h e  few 
Macedonian i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t h e r e  were. T h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  took  t h e  
form of r e s e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  S e r b i a n  r u l e ,  The T i t o  regime--which 
made Macedonia an  e q u a l  r e p u b l i c ,  sponsored  t h e  f i r s t  g rammat ica l  
t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  Macedonian l anguage ,  and p e r m i t t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of an autonomous church--has i n  a s e n s e  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  a 
n a t i o n a l  awareness  among t h e  Macedonians. But t h i s  was done 
c a r e f u l l y  under  Communist s u p e r v i s i o n ,  and s o  f a r  no a n t i f  e d e r a l  
p a r t i c u l a r i s m  h a s  b e e n  e v i d e n t ,  

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l i s m s  among t h e .  
Yugoslavs,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  how d i f f e r e n t  one of t h o s e  
n a t i o n a l i s m s - - t h a t  o f  S e r b i a - - i s  from t h e  n a t i o n a l i s m  of 
Czechos lovakia .  The Czechs, of c o u r s e ,  a r e  n o t  Sou th  S l a v s ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  a parallel between c e r t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  developments  a f f e c t -  
i n g  them and t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  S e r b s ,  The r e s u l t s ,  however, were 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  The Czechs, t o o ,  had developed a  g r e a t  empire  
b e f o r e  t h e y  were d e c i s i v e l y  d e f e a t e d  by  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  a t  t h e  
B a t t l e  of  White Mountain. T h i s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  1629, s o  
t h a t  Czech n a t i o n a l i s m  had  more t ime  t o  deve lop  t h a n  was t h e  c a s e  
w i t h  t h e  Serbs.  The Czech n o b i l i t y  w a s  a l s o  dec ima ted  s o  t h a t ,  
l i k e  S e r b i a ,  t h e  Czechs were p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a  p e a s a n t  people .  It 
would n o t  be  c o r r e c t  t o  say  t h a t  no n a t i o n a l i s t i c  f e e l i n g s  re-  
mained among t h e  Czechs,  and t h a t  n a t i o n a l i s m  came t o  f r u i t i o n  
o n l y  as t h e  r e s u l t  of a c t i v i t y  among i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 4migr6s 
( n o t a b l y  Thomas G. Masaryk). It  was neve r  a  f i e r y ,  p e r s o n a l  t h i n g ,  
a s  i t  was w i t h  t h e  S e r b s ,  There were, o f  c o u r s e ,  many d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  background,  The t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  Czechs by  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  was 
b e n e v o l e n t ,  compared w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  Serbs .  
Both were Roman C a t h o l i c  p e o p l e s .  But t h e r e  was a  l a c k  of 



r e l i g i o u s  harmony among t h e  Czechs; and t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church, 
dominated  b y  Germans and Hungarians,  was n e v e r  an i n s t r u m e n t  of  
Czech n a t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .  D o u b t l e s s  t h i s  was a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
f a i l u r e  of  t h e  Czechs t o  keep a l i v e  i n  a mean ingfu l  way t h e i r  
p a s t  g l o r i e s .  Fur the rmore ,  t h e r e  were many German and A u s t r i a n  
s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Czech l a n d s ,  compared w i t h  a lmos t  none i n  S e r b i a ,  
S t i l l ,  when one compares t h e  r e a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Czechs and t h e  S e r b s  
t o  t h e  N a z i s  and t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S e r b s  a r e  by  n a t u r e  more p a s s i o n a t e  and a g g r e s -  
s i v e  t h a n  t h e i r  more n o r t h e r n  S l a v  b r o t h e r s ,  

One t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  Yugoslav e x p e r i e n c e  b r i n g s  o u t  i s  
t h a t  n a t i o n a l i s m  c a n  be n o t  o n l y  a f e e l i n g  f o r  a  group b u t  a l s o  a 
f e e l i n g  f o r  a group o r g a n i z e d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  way. M i h a i l o v i c  
w a s  c e r t a i n l y  a  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  and  he would d o u b t l e s s  have 
s t y l e d  h imse l f  a Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s t ,  But a Yugos lav ia  dominated 
b y  commun~sm was n o t  t h e  k i n d  of  Y u g o s l a v i a  t h a t  a r o u s e d  
M i h a i l o v i c l s  n a t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s ,  S i m i l a r l y  many C r o a t s ,  f o r  
example,  were a g a i n s t  t h e  Yugos lav ia  of t h e  S e r b i a n  k ing ,  which 
d i d  n o t  a r o u s e  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  f e e l i n g s ;  b u t  t h e y  were even  more 
opposed t o  a f a s c i s t  C r o a t i a .  I n  c e r t a i n  p r i e s t s  and S e r b i a n  
a r i s t o c r a t s  who f o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  P a r t i s a n s  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  was, on 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, a  f e e l i n g  f o r  what t h e  F rench  c a l l  " l a  p a t r i e , "  
t h e  v e r y  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y  i t s e l f ,  T h i s  t y p e  of n a t i o n a l i s m  was 
p e r h a p s  more c l e a r l y  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  F rance ,  where many s c i o n s  of  
o l d  a r i s t o c r a t i c  f a m i l i e s  j o i n e d  t h e  communists i n  t h e  underground,  
knowing f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  t h e i r  M a r x i s t  c o l l e a g u e s  wanted a n  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  of  F rance  from what t h e y  wanted. 

Was t h e r e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r w a r  p e r i o d ,  a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  
t h a t  c o u l d  be c a l l e d  a Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m ,  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  
t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s m s ?  If n a t i o n a l i s m  r e q u i r e s  
a f e e l i n g  of p o s i t i v e ,  o r  a g g r e s s i v e ,  u n i t y  among - a l l  t h e  p e o p l e s  
and e l i t e  g roups  ( o r  t h e  p r e p o n d e r a n t  m a j o r i t y  of them), t h e n  t h e  
answer i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
t h a t  t h e r e  was--for  example - -Br i t i sh  o r  American n a t i o n a l i s m .  
The c o n c e p t  of a  Yugoslav n a t i o n  meant l i t t l e  t o  t h e  masses  of 
peop le ;  and i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  even  t h e  f o u n d e r s  of t h e  new s t a t e  
were n o t  s u r e  of t h e i r  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  f o r  t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  s t a t e  n o t  
Y u g o s l a v i a  b u t  t h e  Kingdom of t h e  S e r b s ,  C r o a t s ,  and S l o v e n e s ,  
Time i t s e l f  was c e r t a i n l y  a f a c t o r ,  

Yet t h e  i d e a l  of Yugoslav u n i t y  d i d  mean something  t o  a  
few i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i s i l l u s i o n -  
ment w i t h  t h e  B e l g r a d e  regime.  A s  w a r  c l o u d s  loomed, t h e r e  was a n  
i n c r e a s i n g  awareness- -as  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  t ime  t e s t i f i e s - .  
t h a t  onlyVby m a i n t a i n i n g  some s o r t  of  u n i t y  c o u l d  freedom from 
non-Yugoslav o p p r e s s i o n  be  m a i n t a i n e d ,  Yet  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  a 
c o u p l e  o f  months b e f o r e  t h e  Nazi i n v a s i o n  t h a t  V l a d i n i r  ~ a z e k ,  t h e  
C r o a t  l e a d e r ,  t h r e w  h i s  f u l l  we igh t  b e h i n d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  government 
and s u p p o r t e d  g e n e r a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  

C e r t a i n  domest ic  economic i n t e r e s t s  a l s o  saw a d v a n t a g e s  
of a  n a t i o n a l  market  and t h u s  a d v o c a t e d  Yugoslav, a s  opposed t o  



p a r t i c u l a r i s t ,  n a t i o n a l i s m .  But t h e s e  were few and n o t  power fu l ,  
as compared w i t h  f o r e i g n  i n t e r e s t s  o r  t h o s e  a l l i e d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r -  
i s m s .  

When t h e  war came, t h o s e  who f o u g h t  f o r  Yugos lav ia  
f o u g h t  w i t h  u n q u e s t i o n e d  v a l o r ,  There  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  show t h a t  
t h e  puppe t  f a s c i s t  s t a t e  o f  C r o a t i a  e v e r  a t t r a c t e d  much s u p p o r t  
among t h e  masses  of C r o a t s ,  

except $ 
s a s o r t  of p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  

a n t i - C r o a t  e x c e s s e s  of t h e  S e r b i a n  e t n i k s ,  The I t a l i a n  Duke of 
S p o l e t i ,  r u l i n g  as Tomislav 11, was n e v e r  popu la r .  Many, many 
C r o a t i a n s  and S l o v e n i a n s  j o i n e d  t h e  P a r t i s a n s .  But i t  was t h e  
Serbs--and Montenegrins-who u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  were t h e  vanguard  o f  
armed o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Axis. 

S i n c e  t h e  war, p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  l o s t  much 
o f  i t s  f o r c e  i n  Yugos lav ia ,  Today t h e  Yugoslavs a r e  more a  u n i t e d  
p e o p l e  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e ,  T h i s  may b e  a s c r i b e d  i n  p a r t  t o  c o n s c i o u s  
e f f o r t s  of t h e  T i t o  government--both d u r i n g  and a f t e r  i t s  s a t e l l i t e  
p e r i o d - - t o  e r a d i c a t e  p a r t i c u l a r i s m ;  b u t  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  i t  i s  s imply  
t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i n g s  under  t h e  Communists. 

F i r s t ,  t h e  war i t s e l f  gave t h e  Par t i sans- -who by 1945 
compr ised  a g r e a t  and v a r i e d  mass of Yugoslavs,  o v e r  and above t h e  
Communists--a s e n s e  o f  u n i t y  and cohes ion .  T i t o t s  l e a d e r s h i p  c u t  
a c r o s s  e t h n i c  b o r d e r s .  The P a r t i s a n  v i c t o r y  o v e r  t h e  Axis was a 
s o u r c e  of n a t i o n a l  p r ide - -and  t h u s  of n a t i o n a l  u n i t y - - t o  t h o s e  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  it. 

Second, t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  Communist l e a d e r s h i p  from t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  was more n a t i o n a l  t h a n  M a r x i s t ,  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  speaking .  
The o l d  S e r b  and Montenegr in  sympathy f o r  Russia was e x p l o i t e d ,  
b u t  n a t i o n a l i s m  was t h e  main r a l l y i n g  p o i n t .  

Thi rd ,  t h e  e l i t e  g roups  o f  C r o a t i a n  and S e r b i a n  s o c i e t y ,  
which f u r n i s h e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  of  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  were 
e l i m i n a t e d .  Some f l e d  w i t h  t h e  Germans and I t a l i a n s  ( a s  was t h e  
c a s e  w i t h  t h e  ~ s t a % i  l e a d e r s ) ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  Royal  Yugoslav govern-  
ment; some d i e d  i n  b a t t l e  o r  were k i l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  war b y  t h e  
v i c t o r i o u s  T i t o i t e s ;  some were i m p r i s o n e d  o r  e x i l e d .  The p o l i c e  
f r i g h t e n e d  o t h e r s  i n t o  abandoning  o v e r t  a c t i v i t y ,  and i n  any e v e n t ,  
because  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of p r o p e r t y  and b i g  e s t a t e s ,  t h e y  
had no s o u r c e  of economic power. Those o l d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
which remained  were formed i n t o  a N a t i o n a l  F r o n t ,  beh ind  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  Communists, which meant t h e r e  were no s e p a r a t e  
p a r t y  programs--only t h e  Communist program. 

Four th ,  t h e  Communists u n d e r c u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
of  bo th  t h e  Orthodox Church and t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church, which 
were i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  S e r b i a n  and C r o a t i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

F i f t h ,  t h e  S e r b i a n '  hegemony--one o f  t h e  major  s o u r c e s  
o f  t r o u b l e  between t h e  wars--was ended. T i t o  h imse l f  was a  C r o a t ,  
and i n  t h e  new Communist government t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  g roups  h a d  
r e l a t i v e l y  f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  



S i x t h ,  t h e  autonomy g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  e t h n i c  
R e p u b l i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  post-Cominform r e f o r m s ,  g i v e s  them 
a t  t h e  same t ime a s e n s e  of independence  and of  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  group. 

L a s t  b u t  b y  no means l e a s t ,  t h e  Communist P a r t y  i t s e l f ,  
b e i n g  o r g a n i z e d  on a n a t i o n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  on an  e t h n i c  o r  geo- 
g r a p h i c  b a s i s ,  was a u n i f y i n g  f o r c e .  C o n t r o l l i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y  and t h e  c h a n n e l s  of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  P a r t y  was, and i s ,  
a b l e  t o  s t i m u l a t e  a f e e l i n g  of Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m .  

T h i s  contemporary  Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  
n a t i o n a l i s m  of a new s o r t :  Communist Na t iona l i sm.  I n  fac . t ,  
however, i t  d i f f e r s  l i t t l e  i n  most  of  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  from 
t h e  o l d  k ind .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
and Y u g o s l a v i a  was a c o n f l i c t  be tween  two c o n c e p t s  o f  communism: 
communism i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  USSR, as t h e  home b a s e  of t h e  
wor ld  movement, and communism i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  
communist n a t i o n .  Even though t h e y  were d i s a p p o i n t e d  b y  S o v i e t  
a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  war, T i t o  and t h e  Yugoslav Communists were 
w i l l i n g  t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  c o n c e p t  most  of  t h e  way. But 
n o t  a l l  t h e  way. Whether t h e y  drew t h e  l i n e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  
Yugoslav background,  o r  because  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
made them dependent  on p o p u l a r  a c c e p t a n c e  more t h a n  was t h e ' c a s e  
i n  o t h e r  s a t e l l i t e s ,  o r  b e c a u s e  they- -a lone  of  a11 t h e  E a s t e r n  
European communist l eade r s - -were  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  of  t h e  
USSR t o  draw t h e  l i n e ,  r ema ins  a m a t t e r  of c o n j e c t u r e .  Very 
l i k e l y  a l l  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  p roduc ing  t h e  a c t i o n s  t h a t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e i r  e x p u l s i o n  f rom t h e  S o v i e t  s a t e l l i t e  community. 

The v e r y  s p l i t  between T i t o  and t h e  Cominform p roduced  
more u n i t y  i n  Yugos lavia ,  once t h o s e  Communists who c o u l d  n o t  go 
a l o n g  had b e e n  weeded out .  Much o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  T i t o  had  
b e e n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S o v i e t  dominat ion .  When T i t o  a p p e a r e d  as t h e  
bulwark  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  dominat ion ,  many f o r m e r  o p p o n e n t s  r e l u c -  
t a n t l y  +gave  him t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  There w a s  i n  1948 some f e a r  t h a t  
p r o - S o v i e t  f o r c e s  migh t  t r y  t o  e x p l o i t  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  f e e l i n g  
a g a i n s t  t h e  T i t o  government. I f  they d i d ,  i t  was w i t h o u t  a p p a r e n t  
s u c c e s s .  

The Yugoslav Communist P a r t y  emphas izes  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  
a l l  i t s  propaganda ,  Gone now a r e  t h e  s l o g a n s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s o l i d a r i t y .  I n  t h e i r  p l a c e  a r e  t h e  Yugoslav e q u i v a l e n t s  o f '  
S t a l i n ' s  " S o c i a l i s m  i n  One Country," b u t  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  an  o u t s i d e  n a t i o n  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
a n o t h e r  i s  denied .  The Communist d r i v e  and t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  c e r t a i n  
segment s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f e e l  f o r  communist i d e a l s  may w e l l  
p r o v e  t o  be t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  s t r o n g  
Yugos lav  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

The army i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l i s t  i n -  
d o c t r i n a t i o n .  The o f f i c e r  c o r p s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  an  e l i t e  group i n  
Yugos lav ia  and i s  a lmos t  100 p e r  c e n t  Communist, I n  t h e  d a y s  
a f t e r  t h e  Cominform f i g h t ,  much of t h i s  army n a t i o n a l i s t  



i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  was of an  a n t i - S o v i e t  c h a r a c t e r ,  Now i t  i s  more 
p o s i t i v e l y  pro-Yugoslav i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  One pamphle t  d i s t r i b u t e d  
among t h e  t r o o p s  s a y s :  

"Yugos lav ia  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  and f r e e ,  It  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  
and f r e e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  S o c i a l i s t  and s t r o n g ,  Yugoslav s o l d i e r s  
a r e  t h e  f r e e s t  i n  t h e  world,  and because  t h e y  a r e ,  t h e y  s e e  t o  i t  
t h a t  t h e i r  army i s  t h e  b e s t ,  We a r e  d e f e n d i n g  our  homeland and 
o n l y  o u r  homeland, We a r e  n o t  d e f e n d i n g  any  b l o c  o f  n a t i o n s ,  
Every Yugoslav s o l d i e r  i s  a  w a r r i o r  f o r  h i s  S o c i a l i s t  F a t h e r l a n d ,  
Long L ive  Marshal  T i t o ,  Long L ive  t h e  Yugoslav People." 

While Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g  i s  p e r h a p s  s t r o n g e s t  
among t h e  e l i t e  g roups  of  t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  A r m y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  s a y  where it i s  s t r o n g e s t  as f a r  as t h e  economic c l a s s e s  a r e  
conce rned ,  I n  one s e n s e - - i n  a  n e g a t i v e  s e n s e - - i t  may be s t r o n g e s t  
among t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  now t h a t  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  h a s  been  
abandoned, The p e a s a n t s  were t h e  bulwark of t h e  P a r t i s a n  move- 
ment, i f  o n l y  because  Yugos lav ia  was more t h a n  80 p e r  c e n t  
p e a s a n t .  

The a t t i t u d e  of  a n  o l d  C r o a t i a n  p e a s a n t  n e a r  Novi Most 
was t y p i c a l .  Would Yugos lav ia  f i g h t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  
i nvaded? ,  he was asked ,  

"Ah,n he r e p l i e d ,  "we'd t e a r  them a p a r t ,  Theyld t a k e  
o u r  l a n d , "  

And would Yugos lav ia  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  West? 

"We ' l l  f i g h t  anybody who i n v a d e s  us ,"  he s a i d ,  

Then he w a s  a s k e d  i f  he  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  
achfevements  of  t h e  new Yugoslavia ,  

He s c r a t c h e d  h i s  head, and a f t e r  a w h i l e  he s a i d :  "Ah, 
what  t h e y  do i n  Zagreb doesn l  t c o n c e r n  us ,"  

And what a b o u t  what - t h e y  do i n  Be lg rade?  

"Ah, Belgrade ,"  The o l d  p e a s a n t  f l i c k e d  h i s  hand a s  i f  
t o  d i s m i s s  t h i s  d i s t a n t  c o n c e p t  and would s a y  no more, 

Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m  i s  more p o s i t i v e  among i n d u s t r i a l  
workers  because  P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  s t r o n g .  The compar ison  of  
p r e s e n t  l i f e  w i t h  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  war i n v a r i a b l y  comes up when 
one t a l k s  w i t h  workers .  The u n i o n - d i r e c t e d  worker  s c h o o l s  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  development  of n a t i o n a l i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s ,  One 
s m a l l  paper-bound t e x t  f o r  a workers1  c o u r s e  of i n t e r m e d i a t e  
s c h o o l  l e v e l  was headed: "Why We Should  Take P r i d e  i n  Being  
Y u g o s l a ~ s , ~  These f a c t o r s  were mentioned:  Workers a r e  b e t t e r  
o f f .  They manage t h e i r  own f a c t o r i e s  and c o n t r o l  t h e i r  own 
d e s t i n i e s ,  They a r e  h e l p i n g  b u i l d  a  g r e a t ,  new, modern na t ion .  
They a r e  f r e e  from and i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  any  o u t s i d e  c o n t r o l ,  They 



showed t h e i r  v a l o r  i n  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  i n v a d e r s  d u r i n g  World War 11. 

The r e g i m e ' s  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  t o  re-employ m i l d l y - a n t i -  
communist t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t s  i n  b o t h  government and i n d u s t r y  h a s  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h i s  midd le  c l a s s  group, too .  
An a r c h i t e c t  i n  L j u b l j a n a  d e c l a r e d :  " I ' m  no Communist. But t h e y  
l e t  me work, and we a r e  do ing  t h i n g s  Yugos lav ia  n e v e r  d i d  b e f o r e .  
I d o n ' t  l i k e  a l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  I was d e n i e d  a 
p a s s p o r t  t o  v i s i t  my s i s t e r  i n  Vienna t h i s  yea r .  But  t h i n g s  a r e  
g r a d u a l l y  improving .  I t h i n k  we w i l l  a l l  be  proud of Y u g o s l a ~ i a , ~  

Among t h e  v a r i o u s  r e p u b l i c s ,  Yugoslav n a t i o n a l i s m  
p r o b a b l y  f l o u r i s h e s  most i n  S e r b i a ,  where t h e  t r a n s f e r  of i n t e n s e  
S e r b i a n  p a t r i o t i s m  t o  Yugoslav p a t r i o t i s m  was more e a s i l y  accom- 
p l i s h e d  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e r w a r  regime. Some have 
f e a r e d  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  g rumbl ings  i n  t h e  more advanced r e g i o n s  of 
S l o v e n i a  and C r o a t i a  a b o u t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  b u i l d u p  of  under-  
deve loped  Bosnia-Hercegovina  and Macedonia. So f a r  t h e  v a r i o u s  
p r e s s u r e s  o f  p a r t y  and government have  k e p t  t h e  d i s s e n t e r s  under  
c o v e r - - i f ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  any. S e r b i a n  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government have  p r i v a t e l y  poked f u n  a t  t h e  Macedonians f o r  making 
undue demands f o r  a i d ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  been  l e s s  a p r o t e s t  t h a n  a  
b o a s t ;  i t  h a s  b e e n  l i k e  s a y i n g  l l A r e n t t  t h e s e  Macedonians s o m e t h i n g l n  
I n  f a c t ,  one i s  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  a l m o s t  comple te  absence  of  
s e p a r a t i s t  s e n t i m e n t s  among even  s t a u n c h  opponen t s  o f  t h e  T i t o  
regime.  

The e x t e n t  t o  which p o l i t i c a l  and economic d e c e n t r a l i s a -  
t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  h a s  r a i s e d  a q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  minds of  
some o b s e r v e r s  as t o  t h e  danger  of a r e b i r t h  of p a r t i c u l a r i s m .  
Both f e d e r a l  and r e p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  u n i f o r m l y  d i s c o u n t  t h i s  pos-  
s i b i l i t y .  A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  P a r t y  m a i n t a i n s  i t s  h o l d  on a l l  s e c t i o n s  
of  t h e  country--which bodes t o  be a  l o n g  t ime- - they  a r e  p r o b a b l y  
c o r r e c t .  There  has ,  however, a r i s e n  something  c a l l e d  Neconomic 
p a r t i c ~ l a r i s r n , ~  by which i s  meant  t h a t  v a r i o u s  government and  
i n d u s t r i a l  u n i t s  t a k e  advan tage  of  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  t o  p r o f i t  a t  
t h e  expense  of  o t h e r s ,  So f a r  t h i s  phenomenon h a s  been  c o n f i n e d  
t o  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  

There  i s  l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  what might  g e n e r a l l y  be  
c a l l e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  h a s  been  a  s t r o n g  f a c t o r  
i n  p romot ing  Yugoslav as a g a i n s t  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  n a t i o n a l i s m .  The 
new worke r s  have  been  drawn from t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  T h i s  
h a s  meant t h a t  t h e  new workers  r e c e i v e  more e d u c a t i o n  and a r e  
l e s s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  l o c a l  o r  p a r t i c u l a r i s t  propaganda,  such  as might  
emanate from t h e  v i l l a g e  p r i e s t ,  f o r  example,  It h a s  meant, t o o ,  
more i n t e r m i n g l i n g  of  t h e  e t h n i c  groups  and a  g r e a t e r  awareness  
of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  coun t ry .  S i n c e  t h e  
worke r s  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  major  e f f o r t  of t h e  new Yugo- 
s l a v i a - - i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n - - i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  
t a k e  p r i d e  i n  i t ,  

Yugos lav ia  h a s  never  had  a N s m a l l - n a t i o n  complexN i n  t h e  
s e n s e  t h a t  Czechos lovak ia  has .  If a n y t h i n g ,  i t  had and h a s  a  



" b i g - n a t i o n  c ~ m p l e x , ~  even  though i t  i s  a s m a l l  n a t i o n ,  I n  
C z e c h o s l o ~ a k i a  ( t h e  w r i t e r  was l a s t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 19kZ) one 
h e a r d  f r e q u e n t l y  from o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  t h e  p h r a s e  "Tam j e  l e p s e , "  
meaning "There Gin ~ m e r i c a  i t  i s  b e t t e r . "  One r a r e l y  h e a r s  t h i s  
s e n t i m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  Yugos lav ia ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same t ime  f o r e i g n  
goods a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p r e f e r r e d  ove r  Yugoslav p r o d u c t s .  T h i s  i s  
n a t u r a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  because- - the  s t a t e  o f  t h e  economy b e i n g  what 
i t  is--many Yugoslav goods a r e  of  poor  q u a l i t y .  

I f  communist n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  deve loped  i n  Yugos lavia ,  
c a n  t h e  p r o c e s s  b e  r e p e a t e d  i n  o t h e r  communist c o u n t r i e s ?  I n  t h e  
USSR, o f  c o u r s e ,  S o v i e t  n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  a l r e a d y  been  developed.  
I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  o t h e r  E a s t e r n  European c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
i s  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  t h e  s t r o n g  h o l d  t h e  USSR h a s  o v e r  t h e  l o c a l  
communist l e a d e r s ,  There  c e r t a i n l y  i s  a we l l -deve loped  n a t i o n a l  
f e e l i n g  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  c o u n t r i e s .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  i s  
o f t e n  a t  odds  w i t h  t h e  Sov ie t -domina ted  communist governments,  
however. Among t h e  communist l e a d e r s  themse lves ,  t h e r e  have  from 
t h e  f i r s t  been  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  have c l a s h e d  w i t h  S o v i e t  
i n t e r e s t s ,  i n  much t h e  same manner as i n  Yugos lavia .  Those g u i l t y  
o r  even  s u s p e c t e d  of  n a t i o n a l i s t  d e v i a t i o n ,  however, were q u i c k l y  
e l i m i n a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  Yugos lav ia  showed t h e  USSR t h e  
danger  s. 

What S o v i e t  p o l i c y  a t t e m p t s  t o  do i s  t o  deve lop  
i n d i v i d u a l  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  e a c h  c o u n t r y  b u t  t o  u t i l i z e  i t  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  hegemony. Th i s ,  as L e n i n  once s a i d  a b o u t  
h i s  own job,  i s  n i n f e r n a l l y  d i f f i c u l t o n  

The main p o i n t  a b o u t  i n d e p e n d e n t  communist n a t i o n a l i s m ,  
of  t h e  Yugoslav t y p e ,  i s  t h a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  c a n n o t  deve lop  e l s e w h e r e  
i n  E a s t e r n  Europe a t  p r e s e n t  because  t h e  n a t i o n a l  communist l e a d e r s  
l a c k  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  independence ,  l o c a l  f o l l o w i n g ,  and freedom from 
d i r e c t  S o v i e t  c o n t r o l s ,  It was t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  growing o u t  of  t h e  
manner i n  which t h e  T i t o  Communists came t o  power, t h a t  made t h e  
Yugoslav d e v i a t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  

S i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  e x i s t  i n  o n l y  one o t h e r  communist 
country: China, But t o  say d e v i a t i o n  c o u l d  happen i n  China  i s  
n o t  t o  s a y  i t  w i l l  happen. The Chinese  Communists have n e v e r  had  
a s a t e l l i t e  s t a t u s ,  i n  t h e  same way a s ,  say,  B u l g a r i a  o r  even  
Yugoslavia .  The whole S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  Chinese  Communists 
h a s  been  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  E a s t e r n  European 
communists, w i t h  whom, of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  USSR h a s  had an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  I t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  Yugoslav 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  mind, S o v i e t  p o l i c y  c o n s c i o u s l y  a v o i d s  a c t i o n s  which 
c o u l d  t u r n  t h e  a l r e a d y  we l l -deve loped  n a t i o n a l i s m  ' i n  China i n t o  
a n t i - S o v i e t  channe l s .  




