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INSTITUTE OF CURRENT WORLD AFFAIRS

JBG-31 F.0., Marangu
Mau Mau Moshi, Tanganyika
] 3 November 1952

Mr. Walter 8. Rogers

Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue

New York %6, New York

Dear Mr, Rogers:

The current Mau Mauldisturbances flared in Kenya while I was miles from .
the nearest road or radio in Tanganyika Masailand, and I had no word of them
until a few days sgo. They sre important enough to justify an earlier trip
to Nairobi than I had planned‘(especially since the rains have set in early
and made it unwise to start out on a trip across central Tanganyika) and I
will drive to Nairobi in a few days, as soon as I can service the jcep. There
I can follow things first hand, and perhaps go north to the center of the disturbed
area, '

So far, my only first hand information has coms from several friends,
mst along the Kondoa-Nairobi road, who have given me several-days-old deserip-
tions of what they had seen in Nairobi to the north and elsewhere in Kenya
where the Kikuyu (the particular tribe concernad) live. The Tast African
rapers have been full of Mau Mau, From these two sources I can give you an
outline of events, chronologically, and draw on my sarlisr observations in the
area to provide a few basic ideas and appraisals,

1, The ssveral Wachagga here who know the Kikuyu language say that Mau Mau

is simply an sxpression used in oath teking, like "I hereby swear." But this
is denied by Mr. Joelson,in an October issue of Bast Africa and Rhodesia, who
says Kikuyu linguists have been unable to indicate a meaning. He says the last
two letters indicate a connsction with the Kenya African Union,

The Mau Mau is an anti-European, anti-Christian szcret terrorist sect
which is belisved to have daveloped out of the Kikuyu Central Association
which was proscribed in 1940, like other such organizations (Dini ya Msambwa,
Dini ya Mbojet, Kipsigis Central Association) the Mau Mau has been declared
an unlawful society in Kenya, Mau Mau members take an oath in secret csremony,
usually in a hut with numerous vrops or witchcraft symbols, Thsa nurber ssven
is used repeatedly, tha rerson being sworn being cut seven times on the arm, and
led seven times under an arch of the branches of a sriritually potent rlant. The
oath includss such avowals as to bring in thz head of a Zurorean if orderesd to
do so, to come when callad in the night to assist in any Mau Mau opsration, to
support by every means the basic Mau Mau cause of driving the Turopesans into
the sea, and to do all possible to rsstore the old tribal life as it existed
before the Europeans came, It should be distinguishsd, in its creed, from
African nationalist movements which s2ek’'a fuller rols for Africans within the
Western fremework,



JBG-31 -2 -

Crimes attributsd to the Mau Mau have been going on since the beginning
of the year, increasing gradually and then swiftly, and ths situation became
rapidly worse during Sertember and October. The first victims were Africans,
Africans were attacksd, beaten up and killed bscause they re=fussd to take Mau
Mau oaths, because they opposed the movement, and because they were prepared
to or had tsstifisd against Mau Mau members, Many ocath-taking ceremonies were
reported, and many huts of those refusing to take the oath were burnzsd. In
September the attack turn=zd openly upon Buropesans as well as prominent African
leaders oprosed to the Mau Mau. On September 12 a gang of Africans, bslisvad
to be intent on killing a Suropean priz:st who had been condemn~d to death by a
Mau Mau court for his denunciation of the movement, attacksd the Kiriku Romsn
Catholic Mission in the Kiambu Reserve. A pangal attack on one priest was
thwarted, Z2arly in October two Zuropean womsn wsre killed by stabbing, a
farm manager in Kiambu was shot and stabbsd, a gang of Africans attacked an
elderly courle with pangas in their home at lowsr Kabete. late in the month
a Buropean and his two kitchen servants were murdered at North Finangop, and
over 30C cattle and sheep were massacrsd on four Buropean farms in ths Nanyuki
area, In September threes headmen in the Nyeri District were killed, On October
8th one of the three senior Kikuyu chiefs, Senior Chisf Waruhiu wa Kungu, who
had besen threatensd because he was prominent in organizing ds2monstrations
against the Mau Mau, was murdered in his asutomobile in broad daylight. On
the 22nd a second senior chisf, Nderi, was slashzd to death by pangas while
trying to, break up a 500 strong Mau Mau ceremony, Zarlisr, on October 10,

a lesser chief, Chisef Faulo of Othaya location in Kyeri District, was ambushed
and fired at by four Kikuyus believed to be Mau Mau adherents, but he returned
fire with a revolver and escaped unhurt., The toll at present is soms 33
Zuropeans and Africans murdersd in five months,

At first government ection was fairly limited. A collective fins was im-
rosed on inhabitants of Nyeri District for suppressing evidence in the investi-
gation of cases of arson; sight District Offiders were given the powers of
Supreme Court judges to deal more severely and without delay with Mau Mau cases,
curfews were imposed, police forces were increased. 3Zarly in Septembsr srecial
logislation to deal with the situation was considered by ths Kenya Executive
Council and referred to ths Secretary of State for thz Colonies in london.

On the 13th the Members for law and Order and for African Affairs lzft for
London for discussions on this legislation with ths Secretary. late in the
month a special emergency session of the legislative Council began its con-
sideration of nine special bills and all of thess were soon passzd into law
though oprossd by all six African wembers of the Council, These bills - some
permanent and som:s temrorary - rrovide for the ragistration and surervision of
all organizations of ten members or mors (a permanent measure), one year's
control of the press to deal with nsar-ssditious statements, the admissibility
as evidence of sworn affidavits, increaszd runishment of roecsivers of stolen
goods, incr=zased renaltizs for tressvassing, ths exercise by Resident Magistratss
of powers normally held only by thz high court, the arrest of peorle at unlawful
assemblies without a warrant, thz transfer of rower to restric¢t and control
traffic on roads at night from the Traffic Crdinance to ths Folice Bill, and

1. A wachete, or choprins Imife, literally iranslated es "sword."
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the rastriction of movements of mambers of subversivs organizations by Irovincial
Commissionsrs in certain arsas, At thes 2nd of ths month the new Governor, Sir

Zvelyn Baring, was sworn in, and within a week he made a tour of the affected
arsas,

Finally on Octobsr 2Cth the new Goverunor, undsr powers conferrad by the
Ipargancy Fowers Crder in Council 19%9, declarzd a State of .Tmergency throughout
Kenya and a ssriss of smsrgancy repgulations were announced, Ths main rurross
of this action was to permit the arrest and detention of Africans respoansible
for the disordsrs, This roundup, callad "Operation Joclk Scott" commencs:d
immediatsly and by October 24th 104 Africans had bsen arrsstsd and removsd to
the Korthern Frontier District., Thsss included Jomo Kenyatta, Fresidsnt of the
Kenya African Union, Richard Achisng Onelo, Sscrstary of the K.A,U., Fred Kubai,
ex-treasurer of ths K.,A.U., twenty-five branch officials of the organization,
persons associated with the Kikuyu Indepsndent Schools Association, which Kenyatta
directs, =2nd ssveral sditors of vernacular nswsrapsrs,

The Declaration and the roundup were dslayed 'intil forces deemed adegquate
ware availabls to maintain order and discourage outbreaks of violsnce by HMau
¥au adhsrents, OCn ths 20th planss carrying part of ths First Battalion of the
lancashire Fusilisrs from the Canal Zonz landsd at Tastlasigh, Nairobi. Two
battalions of the K.A.R. (King's African Rifles) in Kenya had besn reinforcsd
by onsz wore battalion and two additional comraniss from Uganda and Tanganyika.
The Kenya Regimsnt, a territorial unit of Iuropeans, had bzen callzd cut and a
Homs Guard had baen formsd.to patrol tha suburbs of -Nairobi, A few days later
H.M.S, Kenya arrived in Mombasa,

At thse 2nd of the month the Colonial Secretary arrivad in Nairobi and made
a bour of the areas affected., He statzd that there was absolutely no svidence
to show that press reports that "ths African population had disarreared into
the hills" were corract on a largs scale,

These disturbances do not amount to a general uprising throughout Xenya
Colony.1 They all havs occurred insids an oval some 15C miles high on ths mar,
its bottom at Nairobi and its east and west curves reaching roughly to Mount
Kenya on the East and the white farming center of Nalkuru to ths West., (This
area includes ths Nairobi, Kiambu, Tnika, Fort Hall, South Nysri and North Wyeri
Districts of ths Central Frovince which contain the Kikuyu reserves and Burorean
farms and ths pedominantly 3uropean Haluru, laivasha, and lLa'kiria areas in ths
Rift Valley Frovince.) The Mau Mau movemsnt arpears to be confinsd entirely
to the Kikuyu tribe, which totals soms 5C0,CC0C and which, through its position
around the urban center of Nairobi and the white farming highlands, has had con-
siderable contact with Zuropsans, Their limitsd ressrves havs becoms with
increasing population seriously overcrowd=d and overgrazsd, which tends to
compound a fselin. of crievance already sizeable bacausz of ths low salaries
and slum conditions prevailing in the nativs quarters of Nairobi; and a number
of them, bsyond local labor requiremsnts, have creatsd a "squatter rroblem" on
somz of the Zuropean farms, In Nairobi they were rrobably largely resronsible
for the wave of housebreaking, thzft and robbery basfore ths recent Mau Mau distur~
bances, The Kikuyu are rerutsd to have a capacity for dscertion and intrigue,

. Area (including Frotectorate Zone) 219,73C squars miles. Topulation:
ns

]
Burorsans 20,7CC; Asians 125,20C; Africa 5,251,100,
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and a reversnce for ths powers of witcheraft,which would meke them suscertible
to the Mau Mau secret oath taking ceremonies.l In othsr tribal arsas little

Mau Mau activity has been revortzd and is usually attributed to immigrant Kikuyu.
Ths few living here on Kilimanjaro have been suspsctsd resronsible for the
disappearance of an unpopular headman, but they have caus>d no troubles rscently,
and they appeared rsceptive to a warning talk by the District Officer.

The physical damage has been substantial, but is not on the scale of a
general uprising. An important factor hers is the small number of firearms
in native hands., Very few Africans in Kenya were allowed firearms licenses
(practically none for weapons 6f precision), and they have not had such accass to
poorly guarded military stores as did, for instance, the dissidents of postwar
Burma., They have guns enough for assassination and small bushwacking raids,
but not for sizeabls oppositions to military actions, Ths rsported retreat
of large numbers of young Kikuyu to the Aberdarss most likely doss not indiecate
a coming organizsd rebsllion, though this might be changed if they could lay
hands on & few hundred rifles or tommy guns.

The nature of the murders and of the destruction of cattls by criprling
and hamstringing, vicious by Europsan standards, would have caused damaging
suspicion and alarm sven among a reacially homogenous group. In an area where
a small number of Europeans own a large amount of good land, with Africans
living in reserves now crowded by increasing population, the actual damage
has multiplisd itself many timss in psychological effect, Mr. Winnington-
Ingram, the Bistrict Commissioner at Kondoa whom I met just after he had
travelled'through Nairobi, said he had witnessed an entirely new atmosrhere
in the c¢ity. In his many years in Zast Africa he had never seen Zuropeans
in numbers carrying weapons on the streets of a town, nor felt the nesd %o
be carrying ons himself, A settler from near Nakuru whom I mst at Arusha
said much the same, Though all the labor on his farm was Kikuyu, nothing had
happened. He and his wife were trying to pretend that all remainsad as before,
but they felt the need to remove the bolts from the rifles leaning in the
corners - rifles which had been kept handy to protsct ths crops and livestock
from gams animals - and for the first time in twenty five years thsy were
sleeping with loaded firearms near the bed, The District assistant at Kondoa
told me he had just received from his mother, farming near Nyeri, a letter
beginning "I am writing by lamplight, with a shotgun across the desk and two
dogs in the room ..."

Sven those African politicians who have usually been rsgarded as moﬁerate
have faileg to back the government complstely in its efforts to handle the
situation.® Africans have accused Buroreans of taking advantage of the situation

1. Elspeth Huxley's Red Strangers, an anthropological study publishzd as a
novel, gives a good picturs of the organization and individual psychology of

this tribe,

2, Littls is known about the rsaction of Asiatics., One Indian organization,

the Bast African Indian National Congress, has supportzd the African members

of the Lsgislative Council, The Congress has condemnsd violence, but it has
oppoasd the emergency lagislation asserting that it contravenss principles of
demoeracy and British law, mixes politics with crime, and doss not have the suprort
of African leadsrs, Ths Congress is not, however, representative of a large
portion of thz Asiatic population and has in the rast joinzd hands with the Kenya
African Union primarily as a means of thwerting th> Zuroneans.
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to bring about a harsh suppression of lagitimate Kikuyu claims for more land
and better conditions., Zuropeans, noting ths rublic utterances of Mr, Z.W.
Mathu, leader of the African mzmbers in Lﬁglslatlvn Councll, accuse him of
professing moderation and at the sams tims opposing with the other- African
members the emergsncy legislation and using the violence as a bargaining r01nt
He has emphasized at this time th2 nesd of Africans for equality - for more’
land, for a one-third incre=zse in pey, for 311g1b111tj for appointment to high
rank in the administration, and for ths Queen's commission in ths armsd forces,
He has stated that the lowness of salaries and ths roverty of ‘th» Kikuyu in
some areas has forced them to steal in order to live. Though hs has rublicly
denounced the Mau Mau, he implies that it cannot be halted until some of thase
demands are satisfizd, Sincs ths land ocusstion, th2z most bitter .of all, .can
bs regardsd as a dsadlock, one can gather that he expscts the v1ol=nce to con-
tinue for a long time. ‘

OCne of ths most interesting developmsnts has been the arrest of officers
of the K,A.U. (Kenya African Union). This rredominantly ¥Kiluyu organization
has c¢laimzd to be working (with the suprort of Fenner Brockway's Congress of
Feoples Against Impsrialism) by constitutional means for greatsr political and
scononic rights for Africans, increassd msmbership in govermmant councils,
more land, higher wages, stec., and has denounced the lau Mau. Governmsnt
officials have now strongly implisd that K.4.U. officials have bzen directing
Mau Mau activitiss, A Colonial Office statement issusd at the tim2 of the
declaration of a state of emergency said the action was taken in order to
detain persons bshind ths Mau Mau., At the same time a governmsnt spokesman
in Kenya, although saying that these persons were detainsd because they were
belisved to have been responsible for ths present stats of disorder, was not
prevared to identify any of them with the Mau Mau movement, Mr, Iyttleton at
a press conference on November 2 stated that he was satisfied that the officials:
of the K.A,U., who had bsen detainsd "have had a pgreat deal to do with the Mau Mau"
although he hed earlisr (October 22) only ventured that Kenyatte was arrested
"as an individual concern=d with Mau Mau terrorism,” The Frovincial Commissioner
of the Central Frovince,which contains the Kikuyu area, had stated earlier ’
(October 24) that the "Mau Mau has been associ=tsd with many of those who have
taken into their hands the powers of organizing the K.A.U., Through this
organization they have misled large numbers of the followers of the K.AU."
He also asserted that the Mau Mau had besn working through the Kikuyu Indenandent

Schools Association, headed by Kenyatta, to attack the sducational system and
the Christian religion, v

- Before the mass arrests and the above statemsnts had bsen mads, another
link betwszen the two organizations had bsen revealed., Jesse Kariuku, former
Vice Fresident of the Kikuyu Central Association, an organizer of ths K,A.U.,
and currently a trustee and travelling inspector of the K.A.,U., was convicted
as a "lseding member" of ths Mau Mau and an undesirable citizen and restricted
to the Nortkern Frontisr District on October 21,1 Another suggestive development
was the arrest of two brothers and the father (ex-Senior Chisf Koinange) of
Mbiu Koinangs, the K.A.U. repressntative in Iondon, for ths murder of Senior
Chief Waruhiu wa Kungu.

1, Thsz Assistant Secretary General of the X.A.U,, Faul Joserh Ngei, an editor
of two vernacular papers was arrssted for wrongfully interfering with a witness
in th2z proceedings against Kariuku, convictzd end imprisoned for three months,
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The K.A.U, as an organization has not bsen proscribed, as Mr. ILyttleton
rointed out on October 22, The governmsnt is obviously anxious to avoid the
alisnation of the Organization's =sntire African membership and accusations that
it is, during ths emergency, stifling legitimate political organizations,

The question of the motivations of Kenyatia and the othsr K.A.U. leaders -
if they have actually directed the tribal, anti-vrogressive Mau Mau - remains
a matter of guess-work. Disregarding thes possibility that thsss comparatively
westernized leaders have revertzd sincerely to the tenets of the Mau Mau, the.
only possible conclusion is that they havs used the movement oprortunistically
to achisve their own westernized goasls, Thsse may be the same as those of
other African nationalists, or, in visw of the known communist contacts of
Kenyatta and Koinasnge, thsy may be somsthing more.

In direct reference to this possibility, Mr, Lyttleton, when asked whether
there was any evidence of outside influence in connzction with the Mau Mau
movement, replied that ha did not know. There were certain features of the
problem which followed a pattern that has been sesn in other parts of the
world, but that was not to say that there had besen outside influencs, He
emrhatically denizd that there was any similarity betwsen the disturbances in
Malaya and the present situation in Kenya. 3uropean settlers from Kenya to
whom I spoke in Arusha were convinced that the Mau Mau was directed by communist -
agents sent across the Kenya-Ethiopia border from ths Russian lagation in Addis
Ababa, which has often been rumorsd as an over-staffad center of communist
activitizs in Africa. An aducational officer in the adminisiration hesre for
ovar twenty years was also convinced that ths Africans were incapable of
carrying out Mau Mau operations without forsign direction., Ths only feature
of Mau Mau sctivities which suggssts to me a degree of discirline and organization
which might coms from a higher source than tribal villagss is their omission
thus far of Indians as targets for terrorism, The "natural® native resentmant
which I have noticed dafinitely includes ths Indian traders and storekserpers,
Ths sparingz of them in this recent outbreak mi~ht be deliberate, and perhars
indicative of a higher sense of political advantage than could come from
lsadors in the villages., 3ut this mi;ht only msan that th= Mau Mau had rscsivad
counsel from a few 2ducated Kikujyu.

No ons knows what changes this sxperisnce will Lring in lenya. It may
be that the murders of Zuropeans and also of Africans will be halt=d, though
the vastness of the area and poor cormunications make policins di®ficult. The
Mau Mau may bs suppressed. But the factors which br=sd continuinc discontant
amonz the Kikuyu remain: the disparity betwsen African and Zurorean inzomss
and living standards, the ownership by Furopsans of large tracts of fertile
land alleged to have been "stolen from the Kikuyu," the dzrendence of thase
Juropeans upon chear native labor, the continiing sxistznce of a slum-dwelling
African population in Nairobi, th: smergence of sducatzd natives who are dis-
content because they cannot obtain the white collar jobs ths; feel qualifi-=d
for.

It is not so wmuch the contrast in standards and ths comrarative wealth of
the Suropeans, This of itself - without soms sn»nzcial precipitant - has not yet
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caus2d much trouble elsewhere in Bast Africa., Ths psculiarity of the Kikuyu

is that this disparity has been mads more obvious by the juxtarosition of
crowdzd overrorulatsd native rsservss and large, open Zurorean farms, and

thet the XKikuyu are an smergent 4ribe, with many wsmbsrs uniergoing urban
sorhistication and disillusionment, with a faw bsing =2xpos2d4 to the outside
ideas of Iondon and sven .of Moscow, It may be that ths crimss will be halt=d
and feers will subside. Ths Kikuyu-Zurorean land issus, howevar, will ranain

an unsolvabls m3ss - so chargsd with racial argum»nt that it canno: bsar dis-
cussion by a Royal Commissien soon to arrivse in Nairobi. Ths Mau Mau may have
hed no direct connsction with the land or cthsr sconomic rroblsms. The Colonial
Sseretary has said that it definitely had not. But until something is dons
about ths land issue (and things being as they are, I s2s no lasting rsmedy)

the doings of the Mau Mau can be logically sxplainsd to any native who feels
azgrievad. It may be that ths old confidznce and sscurity of tha Juropean farmer
to leave his doors unlocksd and walk about at nirht unarmsd - may nsver return
to Kenya.

Sincerely,

/5 <

John B, George

Received New York 11/18/52.



