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Mr. Walter S. Rogers
Institute of Current World Affairs
522 Fifth Avenue
New York 6, New York

Dear Mr. Rogers

The ast African Timber Advisory Board was appointed by the High Commission
late in 199. It has the same Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the Administrator
and the Economic Secretary of the High Commission, as the Production and
Supply Council and the Industrial Council. Like the Production and Supply
Council, it has liaison with the East African Railways and Harbours Administra-
tion through a member nominated by that Administration. Other members of the
Board include the Conservators of Forests of the three mainland territories
and one member nominated by the Governor of each of those territories,
presumably to represent the logging and timber milling industries. The Board
has purely avisory powers and its main objective is the coordination of the
policy of the mainland governments in regard to the quality contro of timber
exports. It is require "to advise the Governments on general policy regarding
the roduction, distribution, utilisation and export of timber and other forest
products. "I The Board held its first meeting in 199 and since then has met
two or three times a year. The Office of the Director of Produce Disposal,
the executive officer of the Production and Supply Council, provides the secre-
tariat of the Timber Advisory Board as it does for the Industrial Council. 2

With a view to establishing the reutation of ast African timbers in
overseas markets, the Board drew up and recommended to the three governments
for Farallel enactment a model bill roviding for the control of quality of
exported timber through its inspection, grading and marking on an East African
basis. n 190 Uganda and Tanganylka enacted parallel ordinances based on the
Board’s model and Kenya enacted a ara]lel ordinance in 19I. Grading and
marking rules, requiring the use of marks"E.A.U." recommended by the Board,
were subsequently made by the territories.

The Board has also dealt with pest control and wood reservation. It
approved a draft paper on this subect in 9 and recommended that the
governments publish it as a prelude to nossible legislation to enforce anti-
pest and preservative treatment of timber by saw-millers. The Bord has also
been concerned with the standardization of nomenclature -the compulsory use
of fixed trade names for specified timbers and forest nroducts. It has given
attention to transit storage for timber at the hefts. A sub-committee was
set up to study means of obtaining mote adequate statistics on timber and
forest products. Efforts of the Board to persuade the territories to adopt
uniform internal centre]led rices had not succeeded by ]9I.

Sincerely,

John B. Georg



Footnote8

]o Mitchell Despatch, par. 20 (See sources be.ow)
2. JBG-61 on ast African Prouctlon an Supply Concll and JBG’62 on ast
African Industrial Ooncil.
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