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REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES FROM SEPTEMBER 1934 TO JUNE 1985

The Russian Language

Following a program suggested in part by Professor
samuel Harper,after my arrival in the Soviet Upilon on
September 20th language lessons were started. a teacher
I was fortunate in finding a woman of some forty-odd years
pf age, now teaching English in the Academy connected with
the Commissariat of Foreign Trade. She had at an early
age lived in New York and London, but returned to the
Union at the. outbreak of the World War. From that time
on she “%ﬁ@aged in’ teaching English and Russian in the
schools. Grounded in fundamental princinles of grammar, and
with—the familiaristy wih differences in thinking in Fnglish
and Russian she was able to present Russian to me in a
manner more comorehensible to a foreigsner who needs to know
rules and reasons. Sh ggﬁ already develoned a svstem of
teaching which has é@iﬁ%@e@ great success in the various
English classes she conducts and this method was followed in
my case. It will become clear as the nrogram is explained
below.

The Russian week has six days, the sixth being a rest
day. Until December 1st(two andoone half months) on each of
the first four days of the week a lesson ofi one hour was
given. On the fith day the lesson was \{wo hglrs long to make
up for the absence of a lesson on the re day which followed.
From December 1lst to March 29th lessons were alternated
with free days, but each lesson was lengthened in time to
two hours. A short vacation was granted from March 20th to
April 3rd, after which lessons of two hours in length were
continued three times a week until May 30th. From May Slst
to June 10th lessons of two hours each were given every day
except the free day on June 6th.

For the first month of work the program was confined to
reading from a simple large-type reader prepared by the
Commissariat of Education for the training of illiterate
peasants and factory workers. The reader was composed of
paragraphs dealing with descriptions of incidents of every
day life, the program of the five year plan, and criticilsm
of bourgeouis systems of production. Para@raphs were read,
translated, and memorized, thus creating a simple wocabulary
necessary for every day life in a sentence,and not disconnected,
form. The second month was outlined to include in addition
to a continuvation of the work in the reader a learning of the
principle rules of grammar as set forth in the Russian
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language grammar used in the Soviet Schools. Bules and

examples were copied in Russian into note books, and sentences
were prepared during home work hours containing examples of

the application of the rules and the use of nouns and adjectives
in all of the various cases. With the third month, Dec ember,

the reader was replaced with reading of articles from the
children's paper, the Plonerskaya Dravaa‘ fhese were !onﬂer

and could not be efffectively memorized Con%@quentvv

summaries were prepared during homework, and corrected in

class, these summaries being later memoriz ed and recited in
answer to questions asked by the teacher. (Grammar was continued,
one day each week being devoted exclusively to it.

In January the Pionerskaw Pravda was replaced by a
reading of Pravda. Articles were laboriously worked out,
gquestions composed from their contents to give practice in
the peculiar question form used in Russian, and the substance
was repeated in conversation with the teacher during the lesson.
Here as throughout the year only Russian was used in class,
except when translation was done into IEnglish to make certain
that I was understanding.

‘In February, a regular program was at last possible, a
program which in principle was followed the rest of the school
year. There being three lessons a week, one was devoted to
reading from Russian classical llterature, at first the prose
of Pushkin, and later.the simpler stories of T®rgenev. One
lesson was devoted to reading,analyzing and writing summaries
and questions on an artiele either in Izvestia or Pravda. The
last lesson of the week was devoted to grammar, new rules being
. copied during dictation, and sentences showing the application
of rules copied the previous week were corrected, and after
“having been corrected were ccopied into notebooks in thelr
.accurate form. ,

Two poems and the"Internatiomalwere memorized to provige

a feeling of the Russian nusical cadence, In April the newspaper
reading had become simple enough to be combined with the

grammar work, which although pretty well covered was not by

any means being applied in practice. The free day resulting

irom the combination was allotted to the reading of the
annotated students edition of the Criminal Code of the RSUQR.,
which contains an exposition of the function of Soviet Law
in general. Questions were composed and corrected and in
‘addition a summmary of each day's reading was made, corrected
and copied into a notebook so that it provided a reference for
~theories of Soviet Law. This program was continued to the end,
except that the flrst ten days of June were given over: to the
review of the years work, bit by bit until all had been covered.

Bach month the teacher gave me an examination, written
and oral on the preceding month's work. At the end of six months
-the examination was divided between two days, one being two
hours oral and one being two hours written work on the preceding
“six months.work. At the end of eight months a similar two day
‘examination was given on the year's work. It proved to be les
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satisfactory, however, than the one at the end of six /el
work, perhaps due to the presence of a certair fatigue with
the study of the language,which,except for five days in anll
had been in progress w1th0uu interruvtiion for eig hf and a
half months.

'As a result of guag k, T tinc that T can

read the newspapers guite readily, finding difficulty,however,
in the columnists! columns and in many articles on the homue
pages. The articles dealing with law,international relations,
and progress oif the productive wlans while by no means being
understood word for word do nol provide a great alfficulty.

I can talk and say nearly everything I need to, although having
to use ingenuity in many cases to say in the simpler round-about
way things which could be ‘expressed by some word or group of
words which I du not know or cannot remember. I can read laws
moderately well and understand by far the major portion of

a lecture on law. I cannot,however, catch and understand shouted
announcements made from the rostr#m in the Institute. I cannot
understand much of the Crocodile, the humorous magazine, T
cannot understand much of the colloguial Russian used in the
Soviet Flays. My accent is definitely foreign, and 1is apparently
destined to be for some time to come, as I cannot hear that I

am not repeating what I am given to repeat, although I can tell
When other people are speaking with an accent. Yhereas T cahn
usually find the right case when writing, in the rush of
conversation, it often emcapes, particularly in those cases
where verbs take other than the accusative case for an object,

or in cases where  prepositions take more than one case depnending
on various meanings of the same prenosition.

- Study of grammar under the Russian system does not invoive
learming that a certain preposition takes the dative or accusative
case. It 1s the teaching of the ear to associate with each
preposition the correct case of the word what or who.Thus since
these words have the same endings as all but irregular nouns
the ear is trained to permit only the correct case after certain
prepositions and as objects of certain verbs. The system permits
of much faster speaking without the necessity of thinking in
English of the rule and the case required. "he task becomes
one of repeating hundreds of times each opreposition with the
correct case of the relative pronoun. Were there only a few
prenogitions the task would not be hard. Aspects of the verb
also seem to be a question of ear, for rules fall short in many
cases of explaining whether the complete or incomplete form could
be ¥8ed in the case desired. There seems to be no way to learn .
declensions and conjugations excent to gsit down and memorize
by rote. Were 1t not that the genitive plural is so irregular ,
the tesk would not be difficult.

Whereas it is true that Russian forms more words Irom
atsiéngle root than other éanéuages, thus making it easier to
‘guess the meaning of be--€& than in a language yhere this
is not the case, the fact that words may diffverjégngarlatlonb
in meaning of what in Fnglish may be a single word requires the



learning‘of a great many more words than in FEnglish if daily
conversation is to be carried on effectively. It is of course
true that the sum total of words in the English Jlanguage 1s
much larger than the sum tutal in Russian, but unfortunately
for the iorelgner the Russian uses many more of his more
limited supply in tdalking and writing than the Fnglish speaking
person uses in similar situations. This difficulty presents

the task of learning an immense number of words which have

in many cases no relation to words in FEnglish or French which
might make their study easier.

The Study of Law —- Theories

Until February it was 1m»03q1b19 to do any effective
work in the study of Soviet Law in the Russian 1anguage. The
only alternative was to read what little material was available
in PEnglish or French. Such was dene and the conclusions
;d&scussgg‘w1th Professor E.A.Korovin during the conferences
dlscussed below.

Starting in February I attended the followwno series of
lectures at the Hoscow Institute of Soviet Law(namp changed
May 1,1935 to Moscow Law Institute)

(a)Introduction to Soviet Law( 18 hours) Professor |
Dotsenko, Assistant Director of the Institute of Red
Professors. The course covered the general Marxian
principles of law, their concrete form in Soviet
law, the history of the Soviet Codes,the major principles
of Soviet law as written Into the codes, a comparison
with principles underlying bourgeois law, and a criticism
of these principles, as well.as a criticism of theories
of Soviet Law expressed by older Professors early in
the history of the Soviet State.

~

(b)The History of the State and the Development of Taw
(98 hours.) Professors E.A.Korovin and I1.S.Peretersky,
Professors of International Law and Conflicts of Law,
respectively. The course undertook to trace the OPVPWOﬂ—
ment of the state from the breakdown of tribal communism
through the slaveholding states of Greece and Rome, through
the feudal and serf states of Western Europenand Rusgsia,
to Capitalism and its f%nal stage ,Imperialism and ngcism.
The course was an exposé of history to prove that pistory
had developed in accordance with principles outlined by
Marx and should be so interpreted. It skewed that law is
the tool of the governing class, and that the artificial
conceptions of law mouthed abroad are not in keeping with
the historical facts. It is the basic course in the
Léw Institute.

(c)Soviet Criminal Law (14 hours)Professor A.Ya.Estren
and Professor Bulatov. Profegsor:sEstren Has only just
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been replaced as the Chief of the Criminal Law Division
of the Communist Academy's Department of Law and
Government. Professor Bulatov is a young Professor
accorded great fame as having been made a professor
while still in his thirtyt's. The Course discussed

a comparison between bourgeoig and Soviet theories of
Criminal Law, eme-illustrated by references to sections
of the Criminal Code of the RSFSR.

() History of International Relations from 1850 to
the World War. (4 hours) Evening lectures by Professor
Korovin and Professor Levin of the Commissariat of
Foreign Affairs. The course covered the review of
the forelﬂn policy of the Czarist regime from shortly
before the freeing of the serfs, o the decalarationo
of the World War, showing how economic factors had
led to the various policies, and how these policies
had broughfruin on Russia.

From October to June at avproximately two-week intervals
Professor Korovin saw me in a series of fifteen evening
conferences, held at his home alone with him in the most
informal manner. Early conferences were devoted to a discussion
of my readings in theory, while later a program was followed
based on the table of contents of Professor Hudson's Casebook
in International law. I attempted to determine the attitude
to be expected in the Union on every pnrincivnle of law outlined
in the Casebook, at least in so far as this attitude could be
defined and predicted from cases which had arisen or from other
material bearing on the point. When Mr. Taracouzio's Internationai
Law _and the Soviet Union appeared its centents were chiecksd with
my previous findihgs and where variations were discovered,the
interpretation given by Taracouzio was explained to Profesoor
Korovin and his answer noted. The last conference was spent in
rehearsing my. understanding of history and law as interpreted
by Marx, the resultz of'which are stated hereaiter. I cannot
overemphasize the value of these conferences, for Professor
Koroving having lived in the pre-war days, having taught then
and now and having thus bridged the great change in law and
in legal thinkirig which had occurred was able to interpret the
new in terms of the old and to interpret it in a sensible reasoned
manner which did not cause the mental rebellion which is too
often the sequel to a reading of Pravda. To be sure Pravda's style
may be necessary for a great mass of Russian peasantry and
factory workers. It does not,however, lead to a sympathetic
understanding 6f what is being carried on in the Union if one
happens to be iIn the group which wishes to see intelligent and
thoughtful explanations and analyses of the development. It may
be added at this point that there are enough opponents of the
Soviet interpretation of law now interpreting it abroad as
evidenced by the mass of material published in France and the
lesser amount published in America. To do something new and as
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yet undone, it seems necessary to try and interpret the Soviet
idea of law in a method which grasns the true meaning of the
law, and to do this the student must approach the problem in
as nearly a scientific manner as possible, which means in
practice an approach in the main sympathetic, for conservative
tendencies and outlooks are so inborn that to even counteract
them and reach an impartial state one has to go a long way
beyond to what conservatives would call an attitude definitely
sympathetic.

The Study of Law —-- In Practice

Courts- Regular sessions of the Peonle's Courts were attended
followed by attendance at a session of the next highest court,
the Moscow City Court, and sessions &# the Sunreme Court of
the REFSR. The fact that students from the Law Institute were
on the bench in the People's Court made the experiences doubly
interesting and made possible a discussion of the handling of
cases witnessed. :

American Embassy and Consulate- Cases coming up involving
nationality problems resulting from the conflicts bhetween Soviet
and American nationality laws were discussed with the Vice-
Consuls handling such cases, and various questions as to the
application of laws vrinted in the vress were discussed with
the Legdl Adviser to the Embassy. Translations of the various
Codes made by the Legal Adviser were read, and smoothed out,
with reference to the original texts, thus making possible a
study not only of the law on various subjects but also practie
in the language.

The Practice of TLaw

On occasion I prepared memorandé§5 for the Vice Consul in
charge of Nationality problems on various points in American
Law which he needed in the conduct of his work. These were not
many in number as FTew problems involving American legal points
arose during the year.

On one occasion Fhe Consulate referred to me an American
Ebuple living in tHe Union who wanted a Power of Attorney
drafted which they might sign and send to America to make
possible the handling of some of their affairs. Such was done
as a friendly gesture as the Consulate said they had no
aulthority to do it, and if it had not been done the man would
have had to go back to America. No charge was made, of course.

Oné two occasions American women asked advice as to the
validity of divorces they had been granted in the Union, and in
one case an American Yoman asked advice as to the validity of
a marriage contracted in the Union.

I followed quite closely the practice of Mr. Henry Shapiro,
a naturalized American now earning his living by the practice of



law in Moscow. At his invitation I talked thnrough problems involving
patents, wills, inheritance, and divorce. He likewise is a

member of the New York Bar and an able man who has been in

Russia somethree years, and has developed a wide agyuaintanceship.

General Observations

In order to understand more fully the background on
which the law rests, I have accepted every opportunity to¢ see
what 1s being done in the Union. This has involved going to
the Criminal Correctional Home at Bolshevo, tripns to factories
and plants, trips through/MhSGums, attendance at Flavs, Loncerts
and Gperas where not only does one see Russia as 1t plays but
also one sees the material being provided for the individual's
class education during the most formative neriod of his day,
the time he plays and rests. I have accented invitations from
Russian students to their homes to get an idea of the inside
life of the average Russian boy and zirl, and I have mude
frequent calls op older Russian friends to hear their explanations

7o 0, . - P N

of phenomens and try a¥a get such an understanding of the Russian's
approach to affairs of the world that I can predict what the
reaction will be in any given case. I am not as velt satisfied
with this side of the work. It is handicapped by the difficu’ty
in seeing Russians, and by a desire not-to implicate the yvounger
ones in any unpleasarties which might follow from their knowing a
forelgner. But where a person or family is definitely from the
working classes and thus more or less impregnibiéc politically
I have been glad to have the opportunity to know the teue inside
Russia. \

Contacts with all types of Americans; officials of the
diplomatic circle, correspondents, engineers, students, and
general hangers-on have been developed and maintained. It is
utterly impossible to know all fields of Russian life and by
knowing other Americans to whom one is naturally bound who are
working in these fields a much broader outlook is made possible
than might otherwise be expected. I cannot agree with those
people who think it 1s better to throw aside all contacts with
the American colony. Every American in Russia is there because he
is interested in 1t. His reactions are valuable to sunplement
onets own, and in most cases they supplement it in fields with
which one 1s not familiar and never could make the Russlan
contacts necessary to find out the information. The Eussians
expect you to see the other Americans, and if it is not carried
to ecextremes of parties in public restaurants, and general
rowdyism, it is my opinion that these contacts do more good than
harm. Needless to say they add immeasurably in brightening a
winter which isurather comnletely deprived of a very great deal
one takes for granted in America.
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SOVIET LAW

Any conception of law-as a blindfolded goddess holding
before her the welghty scales of justice is entirely foreign
to the Soviet jurist. Not only would he deny that law in the
Soviet Union can be conceived of in such terms, but he would
go further and deny that the judicial system in any part
.of the world can be characterized in such a manner. To
understand his argument one must turn to Marxism and its
interpretation of history, for on that Soviet jurisprudence
is based.

Marx outlined in history four great periods: (1) primitive
tribal communism; (2)the slaveholding state of Greece and
Rome; (3) the feudal state of festern Furope, Russzia, and
to some extent the Far East,; and (4) the capitalist state.

To be sure the change from one period to another did not
occur simultaneously in all parts of the world, at—the—same
timey but within defined regions the nrogress has tollowed
thls pattern.

_ But Marx went further and subdivided each of the last
three stages into three periods.. The first period was that
immediately following the rise to power of the new governing
class which had been successful:in throwing off the yoke of
the old ruling group. The second period followed after the

new governing class had firmly entrenched itself in nower

and had sufficiently suppressed or qp]hllated all opposition
to have achieved an lmpregn?Ble nosition. Then finally came
the third period when the governing class began to find itself
no longer in the preferred position 1t had previously been in,
when the classes which had been exploited by the ruling class
became more numerous andﬂﬁa demand a share in the government,
and when that was dénied,to revolt and finally to overthrow
the governing class and oet up a new state in the interests of
the new governing class. Once again the three stages appeared
as the new governing class continued around the cycle until
they in turn were .ousted by the class which they were forced
to exploit to maintain their economic supremacy. :

Marx saw a definite co?elation between these cycles in
the progress of history and the changes in the legal structure
which occurred from time to time. During the first stage of
each epoch while the new governing class was entrenching itself
in power and facing a still powerful, althousgh defeated
0p0051t10n, laws were directed so]c1v to protecting the
new governing class. Opponents were only giliven sham trials and
removed from the scene. There was no time to make certain that
mistakes were not made. There was no time to organize a tribunal
where the prosecutor could take months in working up the case
for the State. Danger was too pressing for delay, and 1f some
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perished who had not plotted against the new state, 1t was
regrettable, but necessary to make certain that all nossible
danger to the new goeverning class be removed. Almost by
hypothesis the members of the old governing class were
plotters againgt the newtistate, wh@g&iyas entirely opposed

to their interests. Whereas the moré / of the philosovhers

among them might become subservient to the new masters

without a struggle, such a case was toco rare Lo permit of
risking the future of the new state by taking time to

look into minute details of each case which would only gilve
other people or perhaps the same person belng exawined time

to continue harmful acts. The early days of the French Revolution
provide sufficient proof of this thesis of HMarx. lembers of

the aristocracy were tried before Hevolutionary tribunals

with only a veneer of judicial nrocedure and investigation.

They were deorived of their proverty and their lives in order
that there could not be a possibility of the old feudal state's
returning to plague the bourgeoisié;.Similarly on the other

side of the Atlantic the Tories had been depnrived of their
property, although in few cases of thelr lives, and ideas of

law as an arbiter between the classes were never even considered.
Law was truly a method of defending the new governing class. It
was truly a tool of the new rulers, a weapon to keep them in
povier. : . ‘

Following on this early period in the development of
law in each epoch, there came a second period when the govern-
ing4 class was firmly entrenched and could aflford to be
magnanimous, when they could with safety talk of rights for 4,
every one, for~th€§ knew that their position was now impregnible,
and within the system which had been built up, any rights one
might have would of necessity conform to the society in which
people were living. Rights came to have a new conception; that
acperson-hadial’rightoto be examined and have a fair trial to
determine whether he Jad actually violated any of the tenets
of the poeiety~which the governing class had so firmly established.
Rights no longer were considered as referring to privileges
a perscn had under the old society set up by the governing
class which had now long since been ousted. No one claimed
to have the "right" to keep slaves or the "right" to exact
feudal dues from the farmers who lived in the same village he
did. These things were no longer defined as rights, because the
individual living in the new society had been so trained and
educated that he did not expect them and would not want them. Only
an® old timer who had somehow lived over from the old régime
could have bewailed the fact:. that no longer were his "rights"
protected, and that law was now a farce since it did not
guarantee to each individual his"rights". This period of
magnanimous action on the part of the ruling class in giving
to all members of society of whatever class the right to a
trial to determine whether he had actually violated the
principles of the society of the governing class or whether
there had not been a mistake is found repeatedly in history.
America and England and France as the grealt democracies where
until recent times the power of the governing class, the
bourgeoisie, was established without question were examples
O ..'L.l . . g A‘ T . R ’
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of such a period. The governing bourgeoisie taked and still

talk of law as guaranteeing to all and every their "rights".
It is here that justice is concelived of as a blindfolded

goddess with her scales handing out to rich and poor alike

protection of their"fundamental rights) that is the rights
which are"fundamentalin a bourgeois séciety. It would not
include the protection of rights which had existed under
slaveholding soclety or feudal society, nor would it include
the protection of rights which might be demanded in the

Tuture under a communist society. But in this period when

the governingyglass was firmly established in power and had
successfully gnihilated all of the older elements who might
ask for rights known to previous societies and was not yet

faced by persons from a class below:zthe governing class who

‘might later make a bid for power, it might well believe inu:

lawrandujustiéewas a preserver of rights, for no concention
of rights forelﬁn to th e .concention of the governing class
existed. . :

But as Marx has explained,the governing class in order

to progress economically had to exploit a class lower than

!

they,. and when this lower class became powerful enough to
threaten the ruling class, it became necessary to discard

the magnanimous concepfion of law known in the middle period
just outlined. It became necessary to once again turn law to
the protection of the governing class as it had been so turned
in the first p:ricd of the epoch, but this time the protection
was demanded not against those who had been formerly above,
but against those who now stood below the governing class.
History is replete with examples of this final period of the
solidification of the nower of the governing class in a

system of laws which historians,coming Iater:from the class
which suffered from this- seolidification,cdllied tyranny. Greece,
although it had never achieved a democracy in any real sense
discarded all sham of democracy to organize the iron rule of
Alexsnder the Breat in the last great effort to retain the
Empire. Rome turned to the Caesars. France turned to the
absolutism of the last of the Bourbons, and England to the
iron hand of the last of the Stuarts. Once again the picture
is being redrawn in the new epoch which followed these slavehold&ing
and feudal epochs, for as the bourgeolisie see fbe:nowcr
tottering they at first try to strengthen their etopomic
position through imperialism, and finally in a desperate
effort to preserve their political position they turn to what
is now described as fascism. All conception of law as an
arbiter between the classes has vanished. Once agaln opponents
of the governing class are anihilated and their nrooert”
confiscated. Persons are put in prison or concentration camps
and kept there months or years without a hearing. Time is not
available to examine the hundreds and thousands of cases of
suspected persons. The cycle has been completed. Law is once
again painted in its true colors and not disguised. There
remains only some final jolt to weaken the control the
governing class has over the means of defense, the army, and



the repoiution will begin, and a new governing class will
be in the saddle. The cycle will start again, and law will
be used to protect the new rulging class. Tt will be a
tool of the new governing group, who in each case have
dubbed themselves the "people',

It is this review of history which caused Lenin to
say in his State and Revolution which is the handbook for
the Soviet jurist that"law is politics", and by that he
fleant that law ¥sca political tool to be used in preserving
the power of the government and defending it against all
who would destroy it. :

-It would be too easy to say that since i1t has beén
shovn that law has invariably followed this cycle that now
that the Bolshevist HRevolution has brought a new class into
power, the same phenomena will be repeated. On the surface
it would &eem that the first stage has ©» - followed strmost
almost exactly the pattern of history. Law has been turned
to thé protection of the governing class, the proletariat,
and all those figt in harmomn; ave been suppressed. Rights
which the bourgeoilsie claimjwhich camot be permitted under
the new soclalized state, are not protected, and this gives
rise to the thiunderous cry outside of the Soviet Union that
there is no law, for no "rightsMare protected. No one
remembers that theff conception—of Tights”are bourgeois
conceptions. Years of bourgeois government the world around
have created the impression that rights under the bourgeois
state are "God-given" and the only true rights mankind
can hope for. No Hgﬁerfggﬂbers that the bourgeoiskBfhemselves
saw no time to give/Sham revolutionary trials to representatives
of the defeated czasss No one notices that bourgeois society
which in some countries has reached the last stage is not
giving more than a sham of a trial to representatives of the
lower class which is now pushing up to engulf the old governing
class.

The parallel between the pattern of history and the
new Soviet state may be drawn even further, for now there is
evidence that the second stage in the cycle is anproaching.
The Congress of Soviets meeting .in January of 1835 decided to
institutegbhgpglosed ballot, and the program calls for the
broadening/franchise by the end of the second five year plan
to include members of Hae—wex dis-enfranchised classes. It
is a sign that the governing class Egz{inding itself more
firmly in power, and can broaden the conception of law to
permit all to share in government, and to make certain that
persons are not treated unjustly through error, that is,that
persors who although members of the old governing clasé}who
by hypothesis in the early stages of the revolution were
against the new state,will now have the chance to show that
they in fact Wéfe individually faultless, and should pet be
treated perfunctorily as an enemy because they were a member
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of the class which almost to a man had been antagonistic

in the early days,iThe bourgeois critic who hag learned this
much of the Marxian method of analyzing history gquite
naturally now turns and points out that under the Marxian
anglysis after the second period in the new enoch, a period
which even now seems to be on the hOPléOD, there will

~come the third period, when the governing class finds itself
threatened again as-a new class arises, and law will again

be turned to the protection of the governing class until such
tlme as the suppressed groups become strong enou&hAaaé—%ﬂ?Tv
» A4 the defenses of the governing class,
making possible anofher revolution.

To understand why the cycle is this time not to be
completed one must understapd how the new state differs from
81l of its predecessors. BEach of tH%E° predecessors wewecvas
avowedly the government of a ruling class on economic class
principles. The governing class had to exploit the class or
classes below it to develop economically. Law was directed
to protecting the -governing class so that the privileges of
that class might be retained as long as pOQ81va. The Soviet
State has guite a different goal. The ideal is the destruction
of all economic class distinctions.® Only the proletariat is
committed to a program which calls for the destruction of classes.
Consequently to protect the orderly development of a classless
socliety, it 1is necessary to protect the sole chawmpions of such
a soclety. It becomes necessary to protect the proletariat
not because the proletariat wishes to preserve the privileges
which it might demand as the governing class, but to protect
the proletariat who alone can bring about the classtessbciety
which Marx envisaged. Thus the first stage in the new evoch
-is the protection of the governing class, and if one does not
know why this protectlon is demanded One Jumns to the
conclucion that the old cycle is progressing as before. The
members of the old bourgeoisie are suppressed not because they
oppose the proletariat but because they opnose a classliess
society. The second stage will come when the opposition of
these old bourgeois elements is no longer of any importance.

Thin the law can be $dadened to make ceptain that no person
through error is suppressed. The classless state will be
assured. It follows that the third stage seen in every other
-gycle will have no occasion to arise, for the simple reason
“that -there will be no explolted class below to push upward
and need suppression. The stage will be set for that future
time when society no longer torn by the class struggle and no
longer containing elements who seek to overthrow the state
may approach the stage where the need for the state as a stern
organization protecting the government will vanish and as

#The Marxian doctrine is replete with words used in new
manners. As a result it is necessary to learn the ¥arxian
definition of words which abroad have quite ‘different meanings.
One 'of the most usual causes for misunderstanding of the goal
of the Soviet‘Staéé 1Ssa 1fllure to understand that for the
Marxian'class'is &@%ﬁ relationship to means of production.
It does not have the connotatlon known in America of distinctions
based on amount of monev,dress, etc. Marxism does not strive to
equalize the bank accounts and clothing of all. It only strives-



Marx has predicted the State will wither away. There will
remain only the organization necessary to carry on the central
accounting needed bp keep everything running, and correctional
institutions to handle those pathologiwal cases who dpeinoédt
amenabie to education against committing acts of violence.

But all this is in the future. The question remains as to
what is the state of the Soviet Law, of today, in this first
stage, when law,is(very definitely directed towards protecting
the only group'wﬁﬁ stands forth as the championy of a classless
society.

Considering the various branches of Soviet Law, which it
must be remembered are only parts of a unified system, and not
independent units, it becomes imperative to search for the
fundamental principles of each branch of law.

The most spectacular defender of the State is the Criminal
Code. ThHe keynote is struck in the very first sectlion which
defines the purpose of the code as the protection of the
state of the workers and peasants. The principles of law
enumerated above are outlined and it is explained that the
Criminal Code must define those acts, which are found to be
harmful to the new socialist state, and, af'ter ¢ 2
acts,; & Settforthﬂﬁfinciples to be followed in determining what
should be done with the offender, and,to insdre a certain measure
of uniformity, #® set forth limits within which the court may
act. The court is not to be deemed to bemme{ging out punishment
for acts which a person may have done, as the courts in
bourgeois society must do. The court in the Soviet State must
examine each individual case and determine whether the person
before it is likely to be dangerous to the state in the ldature.-
His class background, his previous history, his friends and
assoclations, and finally the act which has landed him in
court are all to be considered. If the court decides that he
is dangerous, he may be given the most sevemeof renalties, even
though the act which landed him in -court may have been only a
street fight which resulted in slashing with a razor. If the
court decides that he is not dangerous to the interests of the
Soviet State he may be given only a period in a corrective camp
or prison when the act which brought him before the court was
murder. RBourgeois princinles based on the theory that each act
should have a definite punishment defined in the codgs are
ridiculed by the Soviet jurist.. law is not conceivedgps the
means of frightening persons into refraining frow committing

/ﬂ

’ \ : . s Xy
Note continued from previous paged-to remove/ all possibility.of
'supporting ongsselfl by mbans othe;Athan onéb»own.p011.;Thus a
talented writer may earn 1,000 rubles a month while a‘worke?
at a machine may earn only 100. Both are in‘thg same elass . taden
‘the Marxian definition of the term , as both live from money
which comes from their own toil. The writer 1is not getting an
income from interest on investments which would be unearned on
his part and represent expboitation. To be sure the S?ate givg;
pensions but this does not upset the general tﬁeory~~1n fact 1T
might be considered as the paying of wages held bagk at an earlier
time in view of the #fict that the citizen might fail to save.
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acts. The way to prevent the commission of acts harmful to
society 1is deemed to be through education and not through
fear. Krylenko, Commissar of Justwce,haq stated that the
princip of keeping order by fear of punishment »nlays only a
small part in the judicial system of the Unjon, and then only
for the most unstable elements of society./ I a menace becomes
extreme in a short period and therenis no chance to educate
the people against it in a short enough time to protect soclety,
then the law may be used to fri ghten persons from doing the acts.
ThlS was apparent when new decrees were passed to {righten

from committing serious acts of rowdyism, but it was
shortly afterward followed by -a decree setting up a series of
children's schools to train and educate children who m ght fall
into hamful acts. The fgar motive of law is discarded as soon
as it becomes possiblediilikewise rules of retroactivity differ
from those in bourgeois countries. In bourgeocis countrieg a
person who commits an act is held responsible under the law as
it existed at the time he committed the act. This is in keeping
with the theory that law is a preventative of crime and not alone
-a protector of the state, for a man who commits a crime is deemed
to have weighed the conseguences before he acts, and 1if he thou%ht
he was risking only ten(years in jall when he Fidnapped that is
all he can be held to. He cannot be condémned to death under an
#hede which provided later the death penalty for kidnapping. Likewise
‘1 a man commltted burglary_in a counrry such as Finland where
the death penalty is provided, he is deemed to have risked death
to act, and 1f the penalty in the law should be changed before
his trial to life or less, he would still be subject to the old
law for that is what he risked,and if he is to be spared at all,
it would be only on the pardon of the exécutive who might take into
consideration the fact that no longer was the act deemed ¥0 serious
as seen from the new law. This decision of the executive provides a
brifge for the Soviet conception, where a prisoner benefits 1

from
any lessening of the punishment provided in laws, even 1f he is
already sentenced amd in nrison for an act he committed. Of course,
however, nothing can be done to save one who has already been
executed under a- law which 1s later changed. But if a law wakes

a penalty more severe than it was when the criminal committed his
act, he is not subjected toO the new 1aw, excent when the interests
eﬁ,the state demand it, in the opinion of the government and the
court. ' : :

The’ ClVll Code rests ‘on the Dr1n01nle that the best imterests
of the state are served byimintaining law and order(pravoporyadok).
If a man does not fulfill his obligations to another, or to a
government organ, the whole machine of intercourse may tumble,and
in the resulting chaos the establishing of the future sfaroless
sociey will be impossible. The very §%ﬁ s dependgs on the creation
of a society in which all run®/BPder The task of the court as
"defined by Lenin is not alone the protection of the state but the
education of the masses, and by teaching the masses to act dnian
orderly mamner the: court performs its greatest service. It is
this principle which prompts the court in many a case to lean forward
and tell the Derson before 1t that the way he or she has acteu is
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is little more than a code of ethics in the conduct of the
business of the day, complicated even under the Soviet State,
and in delimiting the privileges of members of society,it
prevents conflictsswhich if allowed to continue would make
impossible the orderly conduct of a huge indudtrial state.

The Labor Code sets forth the rules calculated to
protect the health and morale of the proletariat, the backbone
of the Soviet State. State organizations scientificaily
determine just how much light a worker needs in a factory, how
much space he needs, how much rest, and how much work he can
stand. These rules comprise the code which the various factories
must follow. Qutsiders wonder whiit in a state de$lEned to
protect the workers, a workers code 1s needed. The answer is
in that in a huge industradl country speead over So many
thousand miles, if uniformity is to.be achieved,there must be
a uniform set of rules, and tne code provides lenWV these.

The Family Code 1is designed to protect the equaLutv
between the sexes and to insure that a parent  earés’ £0r his
children. It instituted principles of marriage and divorce
never heard of before in the bourgeois:sworld which had come
to look on its FamilZy Codes as methods of enforcing morality
through law. The Soviet Unlon looks to education to provide
morality, and wouldinotupermit a code to preserve it. Where
in some cases education has been too slow as in the care of
children of divorced parents, stricter rules as to alimony had
to be enfpreced. It may become necessary to make stricter rules
as to divorce, but if this should be done, it wou1d be only
conceived of as a temporary measure necessar Tw%@ 1 such.time
as education catches up with the standard o 1 iJltJ desired.

The Codes of Civil and Criminal Procedure provide the
working rules for the conduct of lawsuits. As such they have
little sd6cial interest, except in §o far as thev simplify
procedure to such a puint that lsgaloprocedure~loses its
frightening qualities and makes possible recourse to law by
those members of society who are not familiar with its
procedure. )

Other Codes exist for the conduct of various relations,
such as the rules for the conduct of labor camps, the rules.
for ships on Soviet Waters rules for the granting of rewards
for service, and for the army. Administrative in c“aractcr} they
do not have the social interest of the basic codes, and as such
are not treated herein.

,Jf as régched t@e 22gethglonr; t thero 1%:1ay
the Soviet Unpon iy the- strle s€nsé of the 0% &
Marx,'\‘w1ll be. 19’& poslﬁloq/to ‘underdtand t ‘e beﬁter ghe
critifdismg’ of the'out31qérs as érltlcisms of/neonle owposéd
theg stem euresgdtedﬁ tﬁe uov1' btate,’ana 0ot ag the
11ed/¢ ampions/ Of law as/én @bstraét c ncept
, representéd by the blffulded goddess w1th
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Having reviewed history and the part law has played in it
the Soviet jurisy is inclined towards the conclugion that peeple ov-*r
who criticizesSoviet law as not beingkttrue law a}'?e-doing so only
because thdF have not familiarized thdi%el with this historical
backgraund and therefore dcffnot realize that Soviet law and the
law in bourgeouis countries fit within the same pattern, or
beaause t-hé? a¥e not in sympathy with the new regime in the
Soviet Union and consequently refuseé to see and understand the
historical facts. These Soyiet jurists then turn to one who
thinks of law in terms of blindfolded figure# of Justice ahd
pass off with a smile his comments as being fruitless and not wdrthy o/~
an answer, saying that the critic will find his own answer if he
will study the facts which were interpreted in the plainest of
language by Lenin in his State and Revolution.
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FORELGM ©STUDENT LIFE IN THE SOVIET UNIOW

No question is more often raised than the question of
what kind of 1life the foreign student lives in the Soviet Union
and would one recommend it to those wishing to study abroad to
continue their various specialities. The immediate reaction is
to make an effort to determine whether the would-be student *
thinks of study abroad in terms of a glorious experience doing
new things, seeing a new vnlace, and enjoying a thrili which
would be impossible at home or whether he is really interested
in carrylnp on a career, which may. be better rounded out by
study in the Union with all of its different approachi‘to science,
partlcularlv in the realms of social science, and is willing to
endure 1measurable exasperation, uncomzortabie conditions,
fatlgulng struggle with a language which never seems to be mastered ,
and at times long periods <f discouragement.

Life is most certainlPP411 ice cream and cake for the
foreign student. In the first place he must obtain permission to
study in the Union. Not only must he meel what must be some
secret test of suitabliity for study in the Union, but his subject
must be one which the suthorities are not averse to having studied.
One or the other of these cause has apparently stopped some
students on the very threshhold of their program. It is well to
explain in greatdetedl at the very start the nature of the study
and to ask for a permit to study for as many years as seems desirable
This makes possible the continuation of the work after the first
residence permit runs out without creating the impression that the

”@fﬁﬁ@ﬁf“iE)dsklng for a renewal merely to stay on in the Union for
any—number—of &nﬁsﬁs&ﬁgﬂﬁéafeasonz not connected with his original
program . After having onc€ set forth a program, it is wisest to
live by it to the letter if such is p0531ble, and to show by every
action possible that the work is being done in the most serious
fashion. The authorities are not siow in finding out if study is
only an excuse for continuing other activities. One must always live
as 1f he were living in a glass house. People have been thrown out
of Moscow by having their residence permits not renewed bemause they
lived too loose a life. Political variations are not aione the
only activities watched by the authorities.

. Before the December assassinafion, it was comparatively
easy to find a room. Now it is increasingly harder, and especially
hard to find a place where %he Stuuﬁnt may eat with the famlly and
thus have the advataggs of dally use of the languace, If a room
is found, they seldom h&ve-bathﬁ @Eﬁmw/?ﬂV”1ﬂgécholﬁé‘UOwH to one
of the central baths when the snlflt calls and having a Tamous
Russian steam bath. Russians to conserve fuel only heat the houses
during the gevere winter months. This policy¥ resuutu in manv a
cold day in thE damp room in the fall and“the early- spring. Hlectric
heaters religéve the discomfort to some extent but they cannot heln
over a large area and one has the-odd feeling of belng cooked behind
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and frozen in front or vice versa. One must always remember

that even though the family with which he lives may be the

most ardent supporters of the regime any ideas he may form

and express which are not of a friendly nature will be

attributed to the people with whom he associates. Only the

most cold-hearted person can go ahead and tell anecdotes of

a derogatory nature which may possibly result in unpleasantnesses
for the people he lives or works with.

Food is not duxurious,although there is no reason why 1t .
should not be stable and ample. The difficulties in eating lunch
in the middle afternoon and limiting supper to a glass of tea
and a roll with jelly are at first disconcerting, but are not
unsur@ountable. They may be overcome entirely if one has his
own ménage, or 1s hard boiled enough to ask and pay for more
for supper,while his housemates look on with envious eyes and
do not wax warm with friendly feeling for the rich bourgeois -
student. Russians are often not aware of the delicacies which
can be prepared with the food they have in the market. Boiled
onions, mutton broth, lamb arg examnlesof things I taught wmy
family to cook and serve. Desert 1is almost never a nart of the
meal, and fruit cannot replace it, for except for December,e
January, and february when there are tangerines and oranges,the
fruit is limited to apples, with a scattering of grapes in
October. Canned frult is a possibility, but its price generally
prohibhits it from the Russian menu, and 1f one has it, either
he must supply the house, which makes him look terribly rieh,
or he must be a piker and eat his fruit alone while the rest
look enviously on.

Lice and bed bugs play such an important part in the daily
life that they might be written in the red letters of the blood
they suck. OSome people have never been hitten, vet others seem
to attract the creatmres. I for one can sit in tThe home of
persons who have never been bitten and be chewed up by &= lice
which apparently have been hungry too long.They Jjump on in trolleys
and crawl up theater chalr legs. HNothing quite undermines morale
like successive nightsof being bitten by bed bugs. Intensive
cleaning cannot prevent them, they come down from apartment® above
via the windows and ride in on the wood from below. For the
susceptible person no one evil is more terrible in the Union.

Epidemics rage unheralded. February, March, and April see
the children's diseases taken around in the crow%edﬁ;rolley cars,
wrereas at times by chance one will learn that aAgéction of town
has been quarantined for typhus. In the spring malaria stalks
through the environs of tﬁé“Ef?y to which one goes on holidays.
Colds ravage every foreigner at least once every slx weeks, and
effective rates are cut to fractions during the period of the

cold, .

Study in an Institute seems to be possible of arrangement
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most easily through some Individusal with whom the student has

seae contact, through a letter of introduction of by chance
acquaintanceshin. But if the student wishes to register officlally
88 seems necessary if he wishes to extend hig study bevond the “
initial period of duration of his residence permit, considerable
effort must he made to get the authorizstion of VOHU( ~ociety

for Cultural #elations with ﬁOfOlzncrs), and this hcrmjsson

of recent months is depencent unon nermission of the Commissariat
of Foreign A fairs. Once it has been obtained the actual

study is convenlenttv arranged and apparently without charg

Some uncanny force seems toe wear down Hee-foreign
students.Time after time they break and go to pieces in health
or in morale. It seems that the girl students are narticularly
susceptible, but the boys are not impune. A short trip out
does seem to helpn in picking up one's spirit, but the difficulty
in taking such trips is that each time one must zet the exit
and re-entry visas, which take time, and also may be denied if
it becomes appareat from the too-frequent requests that the
student is not really serious in his work. It may be suggested
that if a student were to rush out! of the Unlon (urjn» the course

Gt «assum =4 }‘{47"

of the schocl yvear which he is attenulnn tb&£ dﬁgé@w&%7 1s
not a serious student. Summerualone femﬂln fer a trio dway and
ohityy those who have lived in the Unlion can bear witness to the
factathat stich a trip outside is necessary.

In my owm case a trip to Finland or Continental FEurone
would hardly do the trick, for I haye s%cn it all so often that
any rest from the novelty of frave??ané €6ﬁéhuucntlj T would
rather have a short time in America with all that nomeialdfgélv
any number of shorter trins to the environs of the Union, which
at the present time do little more than &e sadden the picture
of world distress. To be sure some persons have stayed three
years in the Union without leaving. Thelr general run down
condition mentally and physically is adequate argument for thoese
who maintain that a trip out is not a luxury but a necessity. The
Government of the United States makes it possible for men stationed
in the Union to take a short vacation I1n other European countries
as often as every three mootbs, and the men are not gluw in taking
advantage of 1t.

R

But on the other side of the lé?er are many more
points of a more enduring and important nature. There ic n
guestion that study of social sciences in. the Union opens up
new possibilities of thought. No one can remain-unmoved to

If

the new efforts going on in the Soviet State. Ohe has a chance
not only to develop his specialty but to put himseli 1n tune
with the greatest step of the Céntury, a step which one may

well come to feel inevitable in all countries as his study
progresses. For the person who likes to think and to work Iin

as yet unmolded clay the Soviet Union »nrovides a naradisec, which
makes all other »nlaces of study in other lOfeL"*klanuh nusty
Victorilan ivory rose Lrees under glass covers.
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FINANCES
The Past

During the current echool year the Institute has
delivered to my hands the sum of £2172.00. ser
The expenses of the steamer ticket from New York
to Moscow, amounting to some $163.00 was paid directly
to the Open Road, Inc., and never passed thr.ugh my hands.
Expense sheets attached account for $1442.41, leaving
a balance on deposit in the Bank for Foreign Trade in
Moscow of §£729.59

~THe figures are somewhat deceptive as they do not include
expenses for clothes, none of which are procurable in Moscow,
but which must be purchased in New York to renlace a literally
zompletely exhausted wardrobe, including suits,overcoat, and
linen. :

For the balance of the fiscal year to September l1lst, no
provision has been made to cover expenses in America. Nothing
was ever said in the origindld agreement as to where expenses
were to be paid and where not. It would seem,however, likely
that the Institute intended to pay.expenses of the research
agent throughout the year wherever he might be. The matter
remains to be clarified. Life in America is not as inexpensive
as in Moscow. A continuatrion of $200.00 each month would
adequately supply needs throughout the badance of the fiscal year.

The Future

On the eveof my departure from Moscow, there were rumors
on foot to the effect that the prices in Torgsin were be to raised
so as ‘to thereby raise the value of the rouble on the black
bourse. If this occurs, gquite naturally the prices lor living
dquarters, food, language lessons, theaters, and general expenses
will be raised accordingly as the Russians who awze taking payment
in dollars can use them only in Torgsin and they will demand
that they be put in the same relative position with respectvto
the purchasing power of the dollar as they have been in during
the eurrent year. , ' '

But if there is no change in the price level during the
next two years, and likewise there is no change on the American
side in the gold content of the d@ollar(both of which changes
seem likel¥),a payment of $200.00 a month throughout the year
would cover expenses with an allowance for ocean travel to be
determined, in conference with the Birector.
 Whether or not a.remuneration in addition to actual expense
money is to be paid is not considered herein. Such a matter
remains to be clarified in conference with the Director.



Personal

Living in the Soviet Union during the nast vear
has produced in mg a curious conflict. For years T have
lived by program, planning ahead each year what is to
be done, and living up to the nrogram as nearly to the
letter as was possible. Last summer when I started out for
the Union, it seemed only natural that this way of 1ife
would and could be continued sc that at the end of a
year I could definitely place on these pages a program which
“would cover a very large part of what I wished and expected to
do during the coming years.

But life in the Uniocn is not conducive to a foliowing
or even a forming of programs. No day can be forseen, and
$% month is too ohort a time for some event to change the
whole outlook. Living with peonle and among | ) have
gohe threaugh the World War, the years of Civil Yar,
Revolution, starvation and comuphkete social usheaval I realilze
as never before that to pidnAig?aﬁ&e Fu*urc is ridiculous. One
must rather take into acount that a L ngprore 1g more than
likely in the not too distant Lutar ﬁ¢ ne fact that
Hitler fears that Germany would zo 0 ﬂhov¢5&, and Hussia
fears that it would revert to cahltcllsm nrevents a war at

the present tzme o lonoe. think it imnossible that revoluti
will comékeven i j own “ite ‘“l feel much as did Vincent

Sheean when in his Personal History he realized that revolution
was Inevitable and like 1t or not, even if one 1s not willing
to work for it,one is a blind fool who fails to put himself in
a position where he can understand tu development yard 1T
NeTESSary —3tard T on  tire—armored—eaps- FEYe-GROE S tire-herder—tet.0
Commuspiear. The capitalist 5y stem®RE” Tood or iue@} istie, or
¥5g o -‘:“
- romantic enough to die for as the White Cuards’ ¢85 14F their
~—C—EEE'\)/IntelTectuals in old Russia never felt this meeLlng of
loyalty to the old, and it is they aleme who have continued to
live on as relics from the old regime yet as a part of the new.
There noté“n me of the attitude of the intellectuals than
of the whiteguardists, sndt-am-not._prepared.to..say. that-&
woute—cie-for-eapitatisgm. s

The futewure then becomes a curious unknown jnu,unn edictable
period, for which one must plan so as to live as usefully as
poss,1b1e[a—&-t~h same.tlime doing 4'h1ﬁ:§€:ﬁﬁ:§mﬁ*’h»«%;&l“} earn-ar ?ulvvlp”"
until such time as one is orceab7¢ turned to other fields, some
of which can now be Iorpsecn and cin be nrepared for.

The Immediate future

In view of this puzzle, it is easier to bepin with the
immediate future which alone seems reasonable clear. There 1sg
a major premise which will be explained tatePg on which the
plans for the present are based, but as it 1is vaguer T have
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saved it for that part which will follow the more concrete
which is more comprehensible.

What I have done this year has been reviewed elsewhere.
I now wysh to continue the course set, which means continuing
at the Moscow Imstitute of Law, taking courss~ in the subjects
which T have as yet scarcely touched if at all, Ouch as the
Civil Code 4f (Hozyaistvennoye. Pravo);the Tabor Cod e, the
Codes of Civil and Criminal Proccaurcg International Public
Law, and International Private Law(Conflictgs of
Dialectic Materialism, and Leninism(
of TImperialism). These courses are larpge ones in the Institute
in that they take many hours of classroom work and homework,
which will of course take me longer to pr due to my
inadequate understanding of the language. Hoslt can be done
next year, but some must wait until the third year. I shall
also wish to continue my attendance at courts untilt I feel
that I can reascnably guess the aporoach the Court will take
to a given set of fatts. Tken finally for the third year T
shall want to do some original work on a thesis to clinch my
complete understanding of such fileld as seems most useful
at that time. During the summer of 1836 I shall want to return
to the States for two months to refresh my viewpoint and to
keep up with Americapdevelopments. My future is primarily in
America, and I do not wish to lode track of what 1s going
on there. It is only too apparent as one watches the Americans
who live more or less permanently in the Unipon that they
become persons without a country. They lose contact with
America so that they fear to return for fear that they will
be lost, and they never really become at home in Russia unless
they take citizenship, .a stern which I shall never wish to do.
I have seen too many transnlanted people to ever wish to give
up the citizenship of my birth.

)

rxism adanted to conditions

fhether auforeigner can ever be zranted a degree 1is
a disputed point, but it seems hirzhly probable that it would
be impossible. the law school does not grant Qc:rees, but
certifies that its graduates are nrepared for the work in the
judicial system. But.a larze part of the law coursge is in
practical work in the courts as judges and in the nrosecutors
offices, both of which places would of course be closed to
foreigners. Since a foreigner could never gualify in this way,
the most he could hope for would be to receive a letter from
the Director of the“?ﬁ%titute to the effect that he had
taken the courses listed, and (if he is successful) has passed
examinations in them. This letter would be useiful if one were
asked to produce proof Iin court in America of one's qualifications
as an expert of Swiet TLaw. It is said that a foreigner may be
admitted to the Seviet Bar even without taking Soviet citizenship.
Mr., Shaniro tells me that he is to be uwadmitted in the fall.But
foreigners who keep their foreign citizenshin can be admittted
only if their class background is such as to be in harmony with
the Soviet State. As there is no use fooling any one that my
ancestry was not proletarian, admittance to the Bar in the
Union would under existing rules be forever barred. The most I




can do is to learn the law in school,attend courts and thus
come as near as possible to the practical work the students
receive, and by outside study and the writing of a thesis
make such contacts that if cases arise I can understand thenm
and can fefer them to a member of the Soviet Bar with whom

I can work intelligently in his own languare.

More distant future

It is no secret that my chief love has alwavs been
International Public Law. Of recent years since I have learned
of International Private Law it has also fascinated me, and
may almost be ranked with the other as mylchief interest in
the field of law. I should like to put myself in such a
position that I could feel myself prepared to assist npersons
having problems in these fields, be these persons governmental
or private. As a byvproduct of the study of these subjects
the study of Soviet! Law probides an intriguing and what
seems to me a necessary supplement towards an understanding
of both fields of law in the modern world. There is no
gquestion in my mind that the Soviet Union is the country of the
future, and many of our legal problems are going to need the
criticism of some one wha knows both American and Soviet
interpretations of International Public and Private Law. To
know this interpretation it is necessary also to know Marxism
and the role of law in general as Marx saw it. That has been
my princip ask durvng the present year.

The future would seem,then, to be most profitably spent
developing my understanding of these subjects, and putting
my knowledge to work where it seems most useful at the time.
I should never say-now whether some years from now I could be
most useful doing gorernmentsal or private work or teaching. -
Those questions can wait until it is necesgary to decide then.
I should like to maintain my comnection with the Institute
as long as the Institute seems fit to keep me, for life if
possible. But this does not mean, that I should want always
to travel about at the Imstitute’s .expense and ofuqv Such
would neither be advisable nor possible, for if the Soviet
Union continues its policy of granting ®isas with the greatest
care and only in such cases as thcy(the Union) think the work
isworthwhile, 1t seewms possible that after my three vears are
up, any visas for work in the Union in the future would be
limited in time, and perhaps only granted to me ss a Tourist.
But while maintaining my connectidnn with the Institute, T
might find it advisable to take some years of practice either
in- the Government at Washington or in a private firm in New
York. During these periods, it is immaterial to me whether
the Institute takes financial interest in me if t@é§ will
keep me on the staff and consider me as having been loaned
as may seem advisable to such places as can use me effectively.
In this way the Institute will recelve a return on_,the
investment thé§~ha&% made in my edugatlon, and théy may
have the satisfaction of seeing thdi? investment maﬂiﬁg one
of th&Pr sgents useful to his countryment and thus fulfillifes
in some measure the purposes for which the donors originally



founded the Institute. I have never seen the value of research
students who only do research an bever put it to practiee in
some useful way. - @ - .

During my years with the Institute I shall wish from time
to time? publish material concerning the work which I am doing.
I do not, however, wish to publish certain material during my
first three years in the Union which might in any conceivable
way compromise any person with whom I have come in cont_aet or
give the impression that every thing I Hear:zisumore than likely
to get into print. For this reason articles on the law schools
would at the preszent seem unwise, for it would be only a matter
of a few days bdore the authorities would feel that they had a
reporter in their midst and in the Union that 1is periious to
one's being able to do anything.

The fyture for the- Institute.

It was long before I read Lasky's Law and Justice in the
Soviet Union that I had developed bhe! idea expressed by the
Director last year of making in the Institute a Russian (or
rather a Soviet Union) Section. Working as I do without a
knowledge of the .funds at the disposal of the Institute of of
the ideas the Institute wisles to develon, I have been handicapped.
But as Lasky says, there would be much to be learned if a
group of specialists c.uld study the whole Soviet picture and
combine their findings, and thrash them out in a group bound .
together by being employed by the same employer. Fach man may ,
be useful as an 1na1v1aual but if the Institute were to develoy
an alert group of young men, all of whom were not averse to
revising their ideas of society,all of whom were able to approach
the Union in a scientific frame of mind, and all of whom had
the drive to stick to the most difficult work with the language,
the Institute might develop a groupn whiclhi would become the
higest authority on the American side of the Atlantic, and prhaps
on buth sides of the Atlantic on the problems of the Soviet
Union, particularly as they concern the outside world. It is not
impossible that such a group might redound to the credit of the
Tnstitute in a manner much more effective than could a single
individual working away &n a particular field which would be
known only to other specialists in that '1e1u.[3t"ﬁbu1d tend TO™
pake—s—deparbnent-—of-the—tnst it te SimidaPmt ot TrTe it o i
Pacific lielations. Much could-be—tespred—iT SLUGY NG LiTE——

éggggézﬁLieﬁﬁﬁfwfﬁﬁfmTﬁsﬁi%ute ‘and seeing just how ti T
_found they can-be-most useful in.putting-theivy- A forma T Ionto -

Concretely I would »propose that an economlod, a nsychologist,

a public health specialist,a sociologist, and I hesitate to add,

a lawyer be employed by the Institute for a period of two to
three years to study their fields in the Soviet Union. At the

end of that period the group should be withdrawn to some place
outiitde the Union to cofelate their findings and discuss their
ramifications. The results of this work, which would better be -
spread over some period, say.four to six months should then be
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‘published in two forms, one scientific for members of

the various professidons concerned, and one in a one-volume
readable popular study designed for circulation in the .
United States and Breat osritain. '

After the publication of this work, I should suggest
that the group be united with New York headguarters at
the Institute and be loaned out as seemed wise to such
institutions as could make use of the material the various
members would be able to supply. At intervals of time, as
determined by the members of the group, if the wpermission
of the Soviet Union could be acquired, which seems probablg
if the group has not made hostile findings(this does not ;
prevent constructive criticism, but only unseeing whiteguardist
bourgeois criticism) the group the members should renair to
the Union for six month periods to keep in fresh contact with
most recent developments,perhaps after sach time nublishing
supplementary findings to be added to the c¢riginal treatise.

. Here is a plan which may sound like a dream! It seemed
wiser to put some fat into the fire so thai we would hawe
something to chew on, as my up-staters.say. I for one am so
indebted to the Institute for what they hav® done for me that
I would like to repay as much as I can the kindness which has
been shown me; and I feel that the most effective results can
be had, not in individual but in groun work.



INSTITUTE OF CURRENT WORLD AFFAIRS

Supplement to annual report of John N.Hazard:

The Director has in his:hands a report covering my
activities from September,1934 to June 20th,1935 on which
date-I landed in the United GStates after completing my first
school year in the Soviet Union,

With an eye to bringing that report up to date for
the annual meeting of the Trustees, I am including in this
supplement a short account of my activites in the United
States during the summer and of my new start in the Soviet
Union this fall.

Summer in the United States:

Immediately on arrival on June 20th I received word
that I had been invited to attend the Eleventh Harris
Institute at the University of Chicago which was to dis-
cuss the Soviet Union, The sessions were to start on the
24th of June and last a week.. I arrived for the opening,
and attended all sessions with the exception of one day
when I went to Rochester to take my oath as an attorney
permitting me to practice as a member of the Bar of the
State of New York.

Although I made no comments in the meetings, the
private conversations outside during hours of inactivity
provided me with opportunities for making montacts with
many of the specialists in various phases of the Soviet
picture, as well as with the members of the delegation
from the Soviet Embassy itself, Opportunity to know
personally a former agent of the Institute,Professor
Hopper, as well as the pleasure of renewing my friendship
with Professor Harper were outstanding incidents, as were
my acquaintanceships with Professor Malbone Graham of
the University of California at Los Angeles, Professor
Fisher of Stanford University,Professor Robinson of
Columbia,Professor Kohn of Smith College, and several
members of various Institutes working in the fields of
International relations, The sessions lasted one week,after
which I left for Boston for ten days of mountain climbing

in New Hampshire.

Later I gpegfit @ week in New York, interviewing
friends of the Director and some of last year's acquaintances: i
Conversations with Mr. Simpson of the Institue, and Mr.Moe
were particularly helpful in assisting me to formulate a
program for further study.An afterncon with Dr. Lambert
of the Rockefeller Foundation gave me a plcture of the work
being done to train Soviet students in America and other
fields, a work with which I had not been entirely familiaw,
Mr. Bowman had a moment to see me and give me pointers which
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will be of assistance in avoiding the pitfalls lying in the
path of an attempt at objective study. An evening with
Professor Joseph Chamberlain who last year provided me with
my entry into legal circles in the Soviet Union brought me
up to date on problems of labor in the United States.

Later I saw in gkanestels Dr. James Brown Scott of
the Carnegie Emdowment, who also had provided me with letters
to Brofessors in the Soviet Uniom. Whilef@%ﬁ%@qgﬁankvirsky
of the Soviet Embassy who originally arranged for my visa
gave me a few minutes to recount my experiences.

A trip to Montreal to see Mr. Parkin was sandwiched
into two weekssof!research in the Harvard Law Library, during
which time I looked iuto various phases of Soviet law in the
American courts and familiarized myself with the Russian and
Soviet law collection of the Library. After this a fibal
ten days with my family at Skaneateles cd®@sed the summer and
I sailed back to the Union on August 14th on the Bremen,after
a day with Mr. Crane at Wood's Hole, Buth-a rehearsal of
people I met can hardly serve any other useful purpose except
to show the contacts which were established or renewed on
the basis of the interest people have in the work of the
Institute.

Program since return to the Soviet Union:

The possibility of going back to the same room and
famlly as last year has removed the strangeness of the return
which might otherwise have hindered my resuming my studges,
As all permissions had been arranged before leaving, no
inconvenience was experienced in starting work and cdtaining
residence permits.

Courses are being followed in 3% subjects at the
Law Instite and in International Law at the Institute of
Uefenders(Attorneys). These courses are the basie ones:

Civil Law-Professor Amphiteatro¥-A survey of the Civil
Chde, with special emphasis on commercial law and the structure
of trading corporations

Criminal Law~-Professor Bulatov-Analysis of special sections
of the Criminal Code(the general theory having bBen studied
last year in a special course)

Civil Procedure-Professor Borisov-Study of sections of Cude
of Civil frocedure, and the practical application of such,
training students to conduct a law suilt.

Criminal Procedure=Professor Strogovitch-Study of sections
of Cude of Criminal Procedure, and the practical application of
such,traning students to conduct, as prosecutor, and defend
accused persons in a criminal trial,the emphasis being én the

conducting of the prosecution.




(2)

Labor Law-Professor Voitinsky-Study of theory of Code
of Labor lLaw, and meaning of particular sections,acquainting
students with provisions which must be observed in the
conduct of business, and how workers protect their rights
in labor contracts with employer trusts and corporations.
Also covers law of social insurance,hours of labor ete.

Agrarian Law-Professor Pavlov-A survey of the law
realting to collective farms. I am listening only to the
lectures to gain a general idea in a field which is of
educational imprtance but not as likely to demand the
attentions of a foreign legal expert as the others.

International Law-Professor Korovin(Given at the
Institute 8f Pefenders) ~ A survey of the history of
International Law, together with conclusions as to the
state of the law. A rehearsal of:.the Soviet attitude
as gained from historical documents and actions.

In addition to these courses which recuire 20
hours of classroom attendance a week(five day weéek), I:
amcontinuing my language study with six hours a week,
divided into three two-hour lessons.

Respectfully submitted

7.%”,

Moscow USSR,
September 21,1935,
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