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Dear Peter,

It was the unlikeliest of reunions and took place in the shadow of a mosque known to
locals as "Kabul”, named for the Afghani-trained Muslim extremists who used to hold
meetings there.

The Islamist smiled warmly as he lifted the ornate Algerian teapot to pour fragrant
glasses of mint tea for the two police officers. The three spoke haltingly of recent
events. The assassination of the Berber journalist and poet Tahar Djaout. The fact that
gunfire is now heard in broad daylight in heavily populated neighborhoods of the
capital, and that many women in the neighborhood no longer go shopping on Fridays,
traditionally the biggest market day, because of frequent clashes between Islamists on
their way to the mosques and security forces.

At that point the conversation eased into more mundane topics. The rising price of
tomatoes. The heat and humidity of summer. Then there was a pause in the
conversation.

"Anyway, we're all Muslims and there's no reason we can't get along," said the
Islamist to his nephews.

"Of course not," replied his nephews, both police officers. "This is just a difficult time
and it will pass."” said the eldest of the two.

This type of interchange has become typical in Algerian families. many of which are
collapsing in the face of the current power struggle which threatens to destabilize the
country.

Katherine Roth is a Fellow of the Institute studying traditin and modernity in the Arab
World

Since 1925 the Institute of Current World Affairs (the Crane-Rogers Foundation) has provided long-term fellowships to
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One story currently circulating in Algiers is that of a group of police officers who go to
an apartment to arrest some Islamic militants. Before entering the premises, Mohamed,
one of the police officers, sees that one of the militants is his cousin. He tries to
intervene on his cousin's behalf, but his superior says they must go on with the bust.
Instead, the officer suggests Mohamed listen from behind the door so as not to be seen
by his relative. The interrogation begins. When the officer asks who the next person
on the hit list is, Mohamed is shocked to hear his own name.

"Our family is all mixed up. My uncle on the third floor is RCD (the more militant of
the two Berberist parties). I have another uncle on the other side of the building who is
FFS (the other Berber party). My other uncle and cousins are Islamists and my father
supports the ruling FLN party right down the line, which I think is ridiculous. I'm
neutral and try to stay out of politics," explained one of the two police officers as we
sipped our tea.

He said the family holds together by avoiding political discussions. But some Algerian
families are not that fortunate. Cases of interfamilial arrests and assassinations are
becoming increasingly common and if putting individual beliefs first is a sign of
modernity, Algeria has certainly made the grade.

But as striking as the cases of policemen turning in their brothers and sons and Islamic
militants turning on family members, are the cases of tolerance and lasting friendship in
this increasingly violent situation.

Abdel-Kader Hussein (not his real name) seems much like any American youth. He
likes rock music and flashy clothes and joking around with his buddies., He teases
people mercilessly, but with charm and a smile that somehow lets him pull it off.

After introducing me to a security guard friend of his chuckles and adds: "Oh well, it
doesn't matter whether you know his name or not. because he'll probably be killed
tomorrow anyway."

During the recent Eid El-Adha holiday, when Muslims slaughter lambs to
commemorate God's intervention to spare the life of Abraham's son Isaac, Abdel-
Kader and his Islamist brother helped their uncle slaughter the family lamb. Midway
through the slaughter he turns and says: "Look at this bearded guy next to me. You
see how much he loves violence. It's because he's a fundamentalist."

As the conflict between Algerians who favor an alternative Islamic state and those
determined to defend their secular lifestyle grows hotter, individuals like Abdel-Kader,
who seem able to walk the line between the two camps, are becoming increasingly rare.

'If ydu're not for the cause you're against it," explained an Algerian grocer before a
recent rally against terrorism. "If you don't participate in the rally you are
demonstrating against it."



KLR-3

"You can't believe some of the fights we've had in our family, doors slamming and

cousins storming away from dinner conversations." said a young Berber woman. "I
have an Islamist cousin who doesn't talk to anyone in the family anymore. But what
am I supposed to do?" ’

The different sides of the battle are inextricably wound together here. Islamists hold
positions at all levels of the government structure and many of those against political
Islam find themselves at odds with friends and family. There are opponents of political
Islam in even the most Islamist ghettos. There are also Islamists who drive Mercedes
home to their villas in chic upper class neighborhoods where most of the residents are
ministers and army officers. It's a matter of individual choice and seems to have little
to do with class, region, ethnicity or gender.

"We should not be putting the emphasis on a political consensus, but how we can
manage to live together. The stakes are high and at the extreme, this could lead to civil
war," said Rachid Mimouni, a respected Algerian writer and one of the few
internationally acclaimed intellectuals still left in the country (others have either been
assassinated or have moved abroad).

Clashing views on personal liberty and what role religion should play in a modern Arab
state divide all levels of society here and a peaceful middle ground seems about as

possible as a snowstorm in Tamanrasset.

For now, having tea with the family is as close as most folks come to successful
negotiation.

Best regards,

14

Katherine
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Bemg Killed
In Algeria

Torror Wave Blamed
On Muslim Militants

1l63

By Wlllum Drozdiak

" Wakhington Post Foreign Service
ALGIERS—Eighteen months af-
ter Algeria’s military leadership can-
celed-the country's first free parlia-
mentaty elections to prevent Islamic
militants from coming to power, the
already violént struggle between se-

curity forces and Muslim guerrillas

appears to have entered a more om-
inous phase.

Islamic extremists appear to have
embarked on 4 néw tertor campaign
in the past three nionths, targeting
prominent intellectuals instead of
government ~ figures, . . Meanwhile,
more than 15,0600 troops havé been
bought into Alllel's to‘man’ check-
points and _shakeé : down susplclous
characters—though their presence
seéms regarded more as a nuisance
than a contribution to publlc order.,

‘Last Tuesday, - -Mohamed Bou-
khobza; a respected sociologist, was
killed'in his. npaftment by intkuders
who slit; his' thtoat in front of his
daughter; -who was left .bound and’
gagged. His 4sshssindtion was pre-
ceded by the' slayings of five’ other
p:otessional MWhd have preached
against’ thé”intolerancd .of militint
Islam -and ad%cated bold steps to
modernize ‘Algerian soaety

Baiikhobiza; . 52, - was - recently
tiamed hiéad of an lnshtute for global

Kﬂhmgalhﬂbrﬁ
“mare effective than
assassinating 1,000

policemen.”
— novelist Rachid Mimouni

strategic studies, réplacing former
education minister Djillali~ Lyabes,
whose slaying in March began the
current rash of killings.
Rachid Mimouni, a popular nov-
elist, says he is convinced that Islam-
ic extremlsts have cafried out the
ings to intimidate. their secular
tg; though no rellable proof
of who rpetrated the killings hag
been pre ce_d Hq says t after
killing hifolireds 'of gendaries’in a
protractel. stmggle with the goyerns
ment that has left 800 dead on both
sides, Islamic militants now want to
go after big-name personalities,

: Mimouni‘contends that the killing
‘of a well-known wﬂm d:r’:!\‘alhl:{
.Dnout, who .was

th, is “more effective than assas-
ting 1,000.policemen,” because it.
nerates a climate of lear through-
out the populatxon
The .killings - liave. already -gent’
hivers of fear and suspicion through
A gem’s ‘middié-class _professiorial
ommunity, The nhames of those
; vsentenced to: death” by armed Is-
amic groups, allegedly have been
tedl in some mosques,: and. spec-
lation about a hit fist of 160 petson-
lities dominates conversation in cof-
-feohouses and universities,
" #Alot of people- have' changed
apanments or. telephone numbers,
nd we try to go out only i in groups,”
E‘ld a journalist who requested an-
ymity. “Now we know a little of
what Salman Rushdie must feel.”

The security forces, meanwhlle,

“have ‘stepped up their operations in.
tracking down what the government
estimates to be 1,100 armed Islamic
terrorists on the lodse,

At dusk, heavily armed speclal
forces: patrol: poor, dusty districts
‘ike Kouba and Bachjarali, known as
)reedmg grounds of Islamic mili-
jants, to’ frisk and interrogate

throngs of angry youths.

But the patmlsuemonlytofur-
ther alienate a -dise; ted popu-
1ation, Growing exasperation’ wnth a
nighttime curfew and general ‘state
of emergency that were decreed af-
ter’ elections were ‘suspended;;has
fueled rumors that the: gectirity, gér-
vices are fomienting, or-even partic-
ipating in, the wave of ten'onst A8
sassmat;'oana. N

ou have to wonder w o‘beueﬁu
th:x most.from these killings;¥a jours.
nalist ‘said, Given the xegmle-a -
mmy.lﬂns t:!neory , there. i
a ce ogic. in' doiig ' everythlng
posslble to discredit Islarmic militanis
(a!:d Justify the ] harshmgy mck~

Tideed, a ‘yeariaftet 8-y
nation of Presldent Moh mmed Boirs™
diaf, bJ: a junior atmy officer said to
have ellglous convictions,” few peo-
ple are convinced that Islamic ex-

tremists were. behind his death. The

" cial mafia"- of orderin,
: ‘many analysts say'a’ dugmntléd tac: -

- -the'same time;’ the militaty-
’reglmensbanldngonthehopethat

Algemn presg accuses shadowy fig-
ures i) the:country's “political- luflllinm
g’

tion of thié armed fowes assassmated

- Boludiaf,

The mtellslfying security. pres-
sures, tombined with-a bleak eco-
némic, outlook, have not aroused
much enthusiasm for the ruling High
State Council, led by Maj. Gen.

Khaled Nemr and backed by the

" military; Nor have civilian: ‘politicians,

led by figurehead President Ali Kafi,
inspited much confidenice.

: Nonetheless, the regime has tried
to restore hope that Algeria’s exper-

- iment in democracy will be resumed,
. Last week the High State Council

‘annotnced it will hand over power at .
the end of the Year to a transitional
body that-will preside over the coun-
try until new elections can be held,

probably after 1996,

By that time, officials—whose
government is $25 bitlion in debt—

i expect higher oil and gas: revenues.
~anda lowering of the:debt: ‘purdes to"

improve-the staggenng eoonomy At
he -hacked

-most Algerians will lose their fervor
for transfomung the country into an
Islamic state.’

Many of the 3 million voters who

“‘cast their’ballots:in December 1991

for the now-bantied Islamic Salvatlon
Front -cléarly .did so ‘as ‘a’protest
against the way the country was run _
by the.anti-colonial guerrilla’ leader~
ship that drove out thé Frénch tlpree
decades ago: It was only after seri
ous riots erupted in 1988° “that, the
ruling National ; Liberation Front
agreed ‘'to uumpdet one-party rule
and emhlmh democratic pluralisni.

But the government’s task of find-
ing jobs.and a prosperos future for
much of the  country's 26 million peo-
ple seems more daunting than ever,
Algeria has one of the.world’s high-
est population growth rates;- 70 per-
cent of the populatlon is tinder age’
30. Unemployment is close’to’ 30
percent, and government officials
say they cannot cut loose.the. cor-:
rupt; inefficient state-run enterprises
that are mming the economy ‘be-
cause stich actions would throw niore

people-out of work and unleash a so-

cidl exploslon

“This is.a very unhappy socnety,
but that’s a familiar feeling for Al-:
gerians,” a Western diplomat ob-
sérved, ‘““What may determine the’
-future is whether things get.-much
worse, .and radical sojutions look
more attractive,”



