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Cctober 10, 1955

Mr, Walter S. liogers

Institute of Current VWorld Affairs
522 Tifth Avenue

New York 36, N.,Y.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

) As there is no newspaper in Zonjo, I have imagined a SONJO DAILY HERALD.
This paper would serve the four or five thousand peonle vho inhabit the six
villages comprising the Sonjo Tribe, which forms a Bentu encleve in the interior
of northern lasailaend in Tanganyika. The DAILY IZRALD, as I imagine it, is an
independent paoper which prides itself on its progressive views: but the editor
is nevertheless a Sonjo. To give you some idea of recent events in Sonjoland,
I shall. simply copy a few leading items from the imaginary newsnpaper end send
them along without making further corment.

Gotewar of Tortified Sonjo Village
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S01J0 GETS AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTOR

(Sept. 26} Mr. Paulo Dick, a Tanganyika Government Agriculture
Instructor, arrived last week from Loliondo to instruct Sonjo farmers in
modern technicues of cultivetion, In an exclusive interview with a -

HERALD reporter, Paulo explained that his assignement was to teach the Sonjo
how to plow with oxen, "When this art has been mastered," he stated, "food
production in the country will be considerally increased. Femine years may
then be a thing of the past." Paulo will start working at Samunge and then
continue at the twin villages of Digodigo Juu and Digodigo Chini. At present
these are the only villages at which cattle are kept. Another milestone of
progress is marlked at Sonjo with Paulo's visit.
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CATIHOLICS GRANTED MISSION. SITE
" Special Baraza At Samuhgé

(Sept. 27) A special meeting of Samunge elders was cealled by Mayor
Kasedi Mogide yesterday for the purpose "of reconsidering the application of
the Romen Catholic Church to establish a mission at Samunge. Father Hillman,
who is remembered from & number of previous visits to Sonjo, arri ¢d in the
morning and recuested the meeting, According to Father Hillman, recent events
have so altered the situction that the time is now ripe for establishing a
Catholic lL'ission in Sonjo. The cautious fears of the past must be cast off
if Sonjo is to forge ehead on the road to progress.

Father Hillman's enthusiasm communicated itself to the meeting, and
the elders were neerly unanimous in their approval of his request. The
young men of the warrior classes (both senior and junior) were described as
being delighted with the decision. They seem to have a genuine thirst for
the Catholic religion, Up to now there has been no formal teéaching of
Catholic doctrine in the country, but the proposed teacher for the new school,
a2 Sanmunge man of senior warrior grade, has been living outside of the village
in a foreign-style house on the site where the mission will be built. The
attitude of the meeting wes typified by Kalosi Baranaylﬂu, senior elder of
Semunge, who, clthough he intends to live out his remaining days in the Tribal
religion, extended a cordial welcome to the Catholics on behalf of the village.

"As was to be exnected, the only diusenting voice came from Ginoria
Koroi, who hIias long bheen ecssocirted with the Lutherans and lives at the site
of their mission at Semunge. Contestlng the alleged unanimity in favor of
the Catholics, Ginoria cited the baptism of twenty-two Samunge people at the
Lutheran Church only two weeks ago. He addressed the elders, reminding them
that a few years ago they had placed their thumb-prints on a document at Sonjo
Baraza which refused the Catholic Mission permission to enter the country.
Kalosi Barenayigu then strode beiore the assembly end leaned on his long staff
with all the dignity of & prophet of old. "Bring us that paper now," he said,
"and we will rub our thumb-prints out." '

Father Hillman expressed satisfaction with the result of the meeting.
"A good stert has been mede," he said. An American priest from Boston, he

belongs to the missionary order of the Holy Ghost Fathers, ETogether with
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two other missionaries he carries on mission work in Aruvsha end }Nasai Districts
from the headquarters in Arugna., Progress amonc the tribes of Arusha Districte
the Meru and Arusha Tribes—-lhas been slow, owing to the fact that the Lutheran
Church was estaeblished first in tlose areos. The town of Arusha also comes
under Father Hillman's mission, llost of his time is spent traveling over the
24,000 square miles of Masai Distriet, suvervising the ten mission stations

which serve the Masai Tribe. Tt is estimated that over two hundred 'asai are
novw baptized Catholics.

After the meeting Father Hillmen visited the comp of the American
travelers at Digodigo, vhere he was entertained at dinner, Ile returned to
Loliondo the next day after promising that there would be no unnecessary delay
in starting construction on the new mission.
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DANGERR TO SONJO OXEN |
Plowing Scheme Termed "Rash"

(Sept. 28) Reports from Samunge indicate that the govermment vroject
for introducing the ox-drawn plow has come to a standstill through shortapge of
oxen to train. Mr. Paulo Dick, the Agriculture Instructor who has been working
on this project for several weeks, stated that he is at a loss to understend the
situation. "The cattle population of the village is more than sufficient ior
the success of the program," he asserted, "but the owners are unaccountenly
reluctant to offer their oxen for training,"

When the elders of Samunge were sounded for their opinion, they stoted
that the plan was basically unsound. One of the leading elders explained that
to tie an ox to an unwieldy iron contraption and force it to pull undoubtedly
did the animal great harm, "We are all for. progress," he said, "but when
visionary schemes of this kind are foisted upon us, common sense must prevail."
He went on to point out the p1a1n indecency of making animels do the worlk of

women., "Mey the time never come when we look on our cattle as things to he
used and broken like tools,'" he said. "This is a rash and foolish venture."

Another Samunge cattle—owner refuted the mnotion of plowihg with oxen
by tracing briefly the history of agriculture in:Sonjo. "Our forefathers '
were given digging-sticks and wives by their God for the purpose of cultivating
the land," he said.  "For untold generations our Tribe has prospered, -though
surrounded on every side by the formidable liasai, Whatever our individual
preferences may be in regard to religion, we are all agreed that Hambageu, our
Tribal God, must be honored by following the traditional ways that he enjoined
on us, and by propitiating him with the necessary sacrifices." He expressed
doubt that the land would produce crops if the digging-stick were sbondoned.
He’ then cited the well-known episode of the iron hoes.

A few years ago an overzealous agriculture ‘officer brought 200 iron
hoes to Sonjo and distributed them to be used in place of digging-sticks. The
women were scandalized-at the time and demended that they be destroyed. But
the resourceful Sonjo people found a better use for them, They were converted
into cymbals which are played by warriors at dances. "Instead of mocking our -
God as the foreigners intended,” an elder said, "they now ring out his glory
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at every sacrifice. I the digging-sticl: was good enough for our grandmothers, "
he concluded, "it i= good enough for our wives. If we give in on this issue,
they will be osking us next to buy cloth for our women ond throw away their
goat-skin garments.,"

Cattle-raising is a comperatively new activity in Sonjo, as some of the
othier elders pointed out. It is significant thet Ginoria Koroi was among the
first Sonjo to acquire cattle some ten years ago. Prior to that time we had
only herded goats. - This was not, as some cynics say, because the lasai would
have plunderecd us of any cettle we possessed, hut rather in obedience to the
ancient commandient of our God. It is gencrelly acknowledged that Hambageu has
revolied his injunction and that coettle-raising is now lawful. Dut this does
not excuse Ginorie ior his irreverent irnovation in accuiring cettle for purely
selfish motives, with no thought for tlie welfare of the countiry. "Should this
nevwly-gsranted privilege now he abused,' snanned old Halosi, "hy making our oxen
toil across the fields lite a party of digging-stick women!"

The Agriculture Instructor explained that he required a minimum of six
oxen to make a plow team. 50 far only four have Yeen presented for instruction,
These come from the herd of Ginoria Noroi.
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SONJO'FREED OF FOREIGNERS

(Segt. 29) After residing in Sonjo for seven years, Saidi Omari left
this morning with his woman and several baskets of belongings for Loliondo where
the Omaris will establish a permanent home. Saidi has accepted emnloyment there
as gardener for the District Officer.

Saidi first appeored in Loliondo as a road worler twenty years ago. Te
quickly formed a liaison with a Samunge woman which has lasted until the »resent.
The woman had left her lawful hushand in Sonjo. Although Saidi referred to the
woman as his "wife" he had never legally purchased her from the first hushand,
end his relations with her remained strictly illicit.

Having acquired a nlot of land near Digodigo, Saidi brought his family
to Sonjo seven years ago. . Using iron hoes and other bizarre methods of
cultivation, he reaped enormous crops from his fields. This examnle has been
a standing warning against the use of unorthodox methods of tillage, because
there is no knowing what forms of dangerous magic he used on his shamba., As one
farmer put it, "ie steals our women and pollutes our soil with vicious chorms,"

Saidi's "wife" bore three children, who properly belong to her first
husband's heirs. They are all baptized Lutherans, The two daughters were
sent to school--the only girls of Sonjo parentage to have flagrantly flouted
decency in this manner. The eldest deuglhiter L'ary is engaged to marry the court
clerk at Loliondo. At present she is recovering from a circumcision vhich was
performed in an oif-secason ceremony at the reguest oi her fiance, who is also a
Lutheran. The mother is reputed to be contemplating "aptism in the Lutheran
Church at Loliondo. Seidi bimself is a Mohamedan. lle was the only foreigner
to reside permenently at Sonjo. Few peonle will nov admit to lcving heen
friendly with him, )
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FATAL ACCIDENT
Digodigo Man Killed By Poisoned Arrow

(Sept. 30) Steealing water is a familiar crime in the annals of Sonjo
law,. Although the offense is punished with a sharp fine when detected, water—
stealing has never been considered a shemeful deed. A man has to get water
for his fields somehow. The justice which was dealt out by fate last nipght
for a erime of this nature was indeed severe.

Sukutani was illegally flooding his field from a breach which he had
made in the irrigation ditch last night. Sadigi, the owner of the neighboring
field, was sitting on a2 platform waiting to chase awey wild pigs which had been
rooting up his growing sweet potatoes lately. It was pitch dark. = He thought
he keard a pig in the corner of his field. Ile let fly an arrow and heard a
human ery. On running out to investigate he found that Sulkutani had been
pierced through the arm by the arrow. There <ras nothing to be done but help
the wounded man to liis home in Dlgodlgo Chini, The poison was mild and acted
slovly. Ke lived almost an hour before dying in the bosom of his family,

There were differing corments on this tragedy. Some peovle professed
to se¢ o connection between the shooting and a recent govermment proclamation
concerning irrigation water. This confusing order stated that irrigation water
is the common property of tihe whole tribe; that no one has individual ownership
rights over water; and that no one must be denied the water that he needs for
his fields, It is Lard to know what is meant by all this. The irrigation
weter for each viilage has been controlled by the village Water Board ever since
the Sonjo God iirst created the springs vhich produce the water, Membership
on the “Yater Duvard has been handed on from father to son over the genera'ions.
These men have an unassailable right to their position, Their own shambas are
well vatered. In strictest justice they assign periods for the use of water
to anyone who is wealthy enough to pay tribute of an occasional goat to the
Water Board. The rest of the people are free to obtain water as best they can,
The usual custom is to recuecat the water thot is left over when a board member's
field is soeked and his assigned period is not yet finished. Those who cannot
afford the small gift of momney or beer which this request involves are reduced
to stealing water ot night, like the deceased Sukutani. According to one
interpretation of the governrient order, the Water Board would be robbed of its
hereditary wvater rights. This would indeed be catastrophic. - "In thal case,"
a member of the VYater Boord predicted, "we would all be obliged to steal our
water,"

The brothers of Sukutani have ennounced their intention of sueing Sadigi
(who belongs to a different clan) for a hundred gaoats in compensation for the
wiliul slaying of their brother. Their prospects of gaining this wealth are
remote. In all probability the case will go on appeal heiore the District
Oificer ot Loliondo, and Sadigi will get oif scot-free. Even if he is judged
guilty, the brothers of Sulutani will not get their just compensation: he will
simply be fined or put in prison. '

FRHH KKK KR
NEW CHURCH RAISED AT 5 ALUNGE

(Oct., 1} True to his promise of prommt action, Father [{illman arrived

Fridey with o truckload of angle iron and corrugated iron which he brought from
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the Catholic Mission at Loliondo. The quiet American priest smiled and said,
"With the help of God we will erect the church in one day and celebrate Mass
Sunday morning." And.so it happened. There was no lack of willing but
fumbling hands to niece together the iron parts, like a giant Mechano Toy.
Sometimes the p1eces were bolted together the wrong way, then taken apart and
fltted correctly. By nightfall the freme was finished and part of the walls
were in place. Only the roof was entlrely lacking, The people of Samunge
are breathlessly waiting to witness the first Cathollc Mass ever to be celebrated
in Sonjo.
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TEACHERS THREATENED
'Quarrel Over Dead Calf

( Oct. 2 A calf belong1ng to a D1god1go family fell into the irri-
gation furrow near the government school and was killed Sunday afternocon. The
wife of the owner soon appeared and accused the two teachers, who were present
at the t1me, of causing the calf's death. A number of passers-hy, 1nclud1ng
the mayor of Digodigo Juu, stopped to listen to the argument. _Tempers rose and
accusations and counteraccusations were made. Finally the group broke up
without reaching an agreement.

Later the same evening the two teachers, Bernard and Frane1s, walked
to the camp of the American travelers and reported that they had been threatened
with death. Accord1ng to the story of the frightened teachers, a Digodigo
cattle—owner named Lodinyi had said to them: "I will shoot you with po1soned
arrows so that you die far: from home.," Bernard and Francis, who both come
from the Chaga Tribe, had written a letter to the District Officer telling of
the death threat. They left this in the safekeeping of the Americans, so that
if they were killed during the night their slayer would not escape being brought
to justice for his crlme.

When questioned about the affair, the owner of the dead calf said that
he intended to accuse the teachers in baraza of killing his celf. Lodinyi, the:
alleged threatener, denied that he had made serious threats against the teachers.
He said that on a previous occasion the teachers had shut two cows up in the
school bulldlng, claiming that they had been grau 1ng in the school garden, Ile
concluded, "I only warned the teachers never to selze umy cottle in th1s high—
handed nanner.“

The teachers at the government school are newcomers of this school
term. Not understending Sonjo views on education, they nrofessed to be cmazed
that there were no girls among the hundred—odd students in the school. They
are boith Catholics and have been giving rellglous instruction to students wvho
recuest it. . As a result of the respect in vwhich the teachers are held, & large
proportion of the ciildren have exnressed their desire to become Catholics.
The eadult populatlon of nearby Digodigo hes been less friendly. The teachers
anbear to he dissatisfied with the progress which has been achieved by our
Tribe, ond have been heard to refer to the school as a "punishment stetion."

K Ko 3 KKK KN
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CATHOLICS .OUSTED
Semunge Deraze Held Illegal

(Oct. 4) A meeting of tribal elders convened at Sonjo Beraza by the
District Officer, Mr. P.G. Finch, ruled this morning that the bu11d1ng permit
issued to the Catholic Mission last weel was invalid. The Samunge baraza
which zranted the Catnol1cs a building site had exceeded its authorlty in
taking this actlon, it wes decided. The building permit was revoked and the
Catliolics %ere ordered to remove their pairnted road-sign. It was to be wnder-—
stood thet the Catholic ! “ission owned no land and had no property rights whatever
in Sonjo.  No formal teaching or re11g1ous services are to be allowed. Any
further 1nsuract1on in the Cat holic faith must be done by pr1vate ﬁnd1v1dUals on
their own premises.

The' 115 elders who were pxesent at the baraza represented five of ‘the
six Sonjo villages. ‘The short notice on which the meeting was called did not
allow time for the Sale contingent to arrive. Sale is 18 miles from the baraza.
The elders of Digodigo Juu, Digodigo Cn1ne, Kisangero, and 0l Donyo Sambu voted
nlike in favor of all the motions pasted by the baraza. . Most of the Sanunge
elders opposed these motlong and argued for the 1ega11ty of the actlon taxen at
their own’ baraza last weelt,

(A full report on the barazae appears elsevhere in this paper)

COLPLETE REPCRT ON SONJO BARAZA

The District Officer arrived from Loliondo at nine A.M. looking-stern
and preoccupied. . The elders were already. foregathered at the baraza waiting
for him, contrary to their custom at ordinary barazas. of sauntering in towvards
noon, with no preliminary delay the meeting was brought to order, The five
village mayors who were present took their nlaces on the front bench,: -As usual,
the proccedings were carried om bilingually. Sonjo speeches were made in our
ovn language and translated into Swahili, The D,0. mede his remarks in Swehili
and they were.translated into the Sonjo language. The head messenger -of Sonjo,
Simeon Niula, acted as interpreter; and also dasghed about the baraza scolding
and pushing eclders who were, talliing out of turn.: The D.0. had to slam his book
down on the table occasionally to restore silence.. The main transections of
the baraza are reported imrediately .following point by point,

. kau. leu Patrol. The ten senior vwerriors.who constitute the Sonjo Mau
Jlau Patrol reported no terrorist act1v1ty durlﬁo the past month, .They wvere -
then issued with their monthly ration of meize weol and paid their salery of
forty shillings. . No Mau. leus have anneared in Sonjo as vet, and the: people
are not sure vhat lau Mau is 2ll about. . There is an unconfirmed rumor that the
Kenya settlers plan to move to.Sonjo if they are driven from their farms, The.
Americen travelers, whose object in coming to Sonjo remains obscure, were taken
for the first of the displaced settlers. However, they denied the allegation,
and up to now have made no effort to seize land for themselves,

Catholic Mission Site. The D.0. stated thaet he had been informed that
the Cotholics had been given a site at Samunge ‘for building a mission., He asked
the baroza to consider (a) whether the action of the Samunge elders was lawful
according to Sonjo constitutional law, and (b) if not what should be done about




-8 -

the mission, vhich now a'peared to be a fait accormli, The elders were invited
to express their views, which they proceeded to do most volubly, The more
important testimony is reported below in the order in which it was given,

The Mayor of Digodigo Juu was on Iis feet first and gave a long
impassioned speech to the effect that the JSamunge elders had erred grevely:
"The mission must go," he stated.

The next speaker was the mayor of Samunge. lie started spealing directly
to the D 0. in Swah111, but was made to start over again in Sonjo. According
to this witness, the Samunge elders were well within their rights in acting as
they did. "If the other villeges do not like our Catholic church," he said,
"let them stay away from it."

The mayor of Digodigo Chini.then zot up and made e slow careful speech,
"Large nations," he said, "can afford to l:ave many religions, But Sonjo is
sucii a small country that it has no room for three religions."

A more legalistic view of the question was teken by the mayor of
{isangero. - He reminded the meeting that all previous applications for a Catholic
mission site had been considered and refused by a baraza of the whole Trihe.

"Can one village allow what the wlhole Tribe Las proliibited?" he asked.

The Samunge mayor answered thet the Lutheran church was locoled at
Semunge, bhut that all villages were free to make use of it.

Ngoyedi, a leading Kisangero elder, analyzed the problem from the stand—
noint of overall educational nolicy. The Lutheran mission and school had been
situated at Samunze, he exnlcined, because the government school and dispensary
were near Digodigo. From their heedgurrters at Samunge, the Lutherans had then
establiched hush schools at Sale and 01 Donyo Sambu, Thus all the villages
were provided with schools, except for isangero whicih would have nothing to do
with any mission out of respect for the temmle of the tribal God located in thot
viliage.

The elders of 01 Domyo Sambu recorded their onnosition to the Catholic
liission without elaborating their reasons.

Tae D 0. asked the eld"rs of the other villages why they had not attended
the Samunge baraza and thus preventéd all the trouble which has ensued. " Ie
was answered by.severeal elders that they had not been notified in advance and
could not get there in time to teke part in the baraza.

‘The D.0. then stated that the estecblishment of a Christian.mission
concerned the younger generation more than the elders, who would no doubt continue
to follow the tribal religion in any case. He invited the young men of the
“ribe to give their opinions. i

Representatives of the warrior class of the other villages gave cv1dence
in turn of their opposition to the Catholics.

The leader of the Samunge senior warriors, Mahoba, said that the youth
of Camunze had their hearts set on a Catholic mission. - THe was followed by
another Samunge warrior who tried to explain why the Catholic mission was so much
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desired. "There are two mecin ressons why we want to be Catholics," he said.
"First, we will be allowed by that religion to have two wives, Secondly, we
will not be prevented, as we would be by the Lutherans, from teking part in
gsacrifices to our tribal God. In effect we will enjoy the double advantoge
of having two religions,"

On heoring these words, the D.C. slammed his book on the table and
shouted, "You are talking nonsense. Both of those reasons are false. I
Iknow, hecause I am a Catholic uyself, A Catholic is allowed to have only one
wife and must not worship pagan gods. On these questions there is no
difference between Catholics and Lutherans." He went on to say that the baraza
liod been called to decide legal questions, and that there would be no more
discussion of, theology.

0ld Kelosi, the senior elder of Samunge, who had been following the
discussion closely, attempted to salvage the crumbling Samunge position by
appeeling to the barazes on the grounds of expediency. , The Catholic pudre, he
said, had been so persistent in his efforts to establish a Sonjo mission that
there wos no geinsaying him. Sooner or later he would have his way, and it
would save the tribe trouble if they let him in now. The D.0. endorsed these
remarks. He also believed it wes inevitable that the Catholics would altimately
get their migsion, and that it would be a good thing for the country,

" Ginoria Koroi, who had been mentioned by several previous speakers as
working against the Catholics, was invited to make a statement as an unofficial
representative of the Lutheran Mission and a Semunge elder. He said that he
was in favor of Catholics or any other church that would help to raise the Sonjo
out of their pagen ignorance. As for his glleged opposition to the Catholic
Mission, he said that he had only tried to correct misconceptions about the
Catholics which were prevalent in Samunge. Before allowing a new mission into
Sonjo, the people should have some idea of what it stands for.

A Digodigo elder then reviewed 'the sociological reasons against a new
‘mission. The uneasy truce which was now maintained between the two existing
religions would undoubtedly be upset if a third religion were introduced, he
said. The dignity of the tribal God, on whom everybody's welfare depended,
would inevitably be further prejudiced in that cose. The two present religions
might turn son against father, but a third religion would turn brother against
brother as well.

At this juncture the well«known singer and dancer from Dlgodlgo Juu,
Bokhama, jumped to his feet and sang out, "Enough talkjlét's come to a decision!"

The D.0. summed up the question and gave "his decision: "The whole
country outside of Samunge is against the new mission. The Catholics applied
for permission in the first place to Sonjo Baraza and were refused. \Now they
must wait until Sonjo Baraza is ready to grant that permission. In the
meanwhile no single village is authorized to take action on the matter. Let
the Catholics take down their sign immedietely and remove their church from
Sonjo territory within a reasonable period of time. The subject of missions
is now closed. I am now going to eat food for one hour, We will then reassemble
and consider other matters.”
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He then drove off to the Americans' camp. The camp cook reports
that he was fed with curry and rice——a luncheon dish which is known to cause
short tempers in the .afternoon.

Teachers Acquitted. During the lunch hour the D.0. had read the:
letter informing him of the death threat made against the government teachers
by Lodinyi. The afternoon-session of the laraza began with a consideration
of this case,

Lodinyi was first asked to answer the charge that he had threatened
the teachers wvith poisoned arrows in front of witnesses. le admitted having
warned the ‘teachers not to-meddle with his cattle, but denied having seriously
threatened them with death. Witnesses to the altercation, ineluding the mayor
of Digodigo Juu, were unable to remember the exact words that were exchanged.
The D.0. made Lodinyi admit that the teachers were justified in restraining
cattle from grazing in the school garden, which is public property. He then
reprimanded him severely for frightening the teachers with a threat, even if
he had not really meant to kill them.  "Good teachers are very scarce in
Tanganyika," he concluded. ' "The govermment will never, under any c1rcumstances,
allow them to be killed wantonly."

The owner of the dead calf then formally ‘charged the teachers with
causing its death, This charge was not upheld. It appeared that there were
no witnesses to the accident. The owners belief in the teachers' guilt was
based on nothing more substantial than his conviction that they were capable of -
such a vengeful act and had the means of causing ‘the calf to fall ‘to its death,
even without uS1ng phys1ca1 force.

Paramount Chief. for Sonjo. The D.0. referred to a petition vhich hed
been gent to him requesting that Ginoria Koroi be appointed as paramount ch1ef
of Sonjo. He was greatly surprised to note that' the ‘petition had been thumb='"
marked by a number of promlnent elders and the mayors of three v111ages 1nc1ud1ng
the ‘mayor of Samunge who is known to be pro-Catholic and not on ‘good terms with
Ginoria who is Lutheran. These mayors were asked to state their present views
on the matter. h ‘ o

‘One after the other the mayors stated their disapproval of- having a
paramount chief at all. =~ "Why in the world did you sign the petition then,"
asked the D.O. There was visible reluctance to answver this question, ““They
tried to change the subject. Several people talked at once. The D.0. was
obliged to slam his book again, Finally, after much irrelevant talk, it
traenspired that the elders had thumb-printed. the petition under the impression
that it was an off1c1a1 government order appointing Ginoria as paranount chief,

The D.0. vehemently denied this. = He brought out the charter of -
constitution for the Sonjo Native Authority and had it translated into Sonjo.
Any change in the ‘constitution, he explained, would require the approval of an
all-Sonjo baraza. llowever, now that the subject hed come up it may be a good
time to sound general opinion,

The village mayors were all against the idea. The Sonjo villages have -
existed as independent groups from time immemorial, they stated, each one secure
within its palisade of trees and its fortified getes, and each ruled by its own
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Water Board under the leadership of a mayor. Every village hag some
distinctive customs of its own. Intermarrllge between villages is uncomrion
end is never allowed in the case of. a girl's first marriage. All that the
villages have in common is their tribal God, Ilambageu. Should all this be
swept away now so that the villages lose their individuality and become
merged as a common rabble under a single paramount chief? Moreover, would
not the v111a«e mayors lose their jobs and government pay if a paramount chief
were nppo1nted°

The D.0. dlscounted these fears. He assured them that in the case of
a paramount chief being appointed the village nayors would very likely Leep
their jobs and pay with, perhaps, reduced powers. Ile pointed out that the
genepal trend of the‘world was in the direction of federation and unification.
"Wise people everywhere are working for One World," he said, The Sonjo villages
certalnly had more common interests than re11g10n. " When the peonle felt
that 'they were ready for unification under a paramount chief, they should
notify the government and a tribal baraza would be oarranged at which the District
Commissioner himself would probably be present.

(Note- The DAILY HERALD, whose editorial nolicy has consistently
favored o paramount chief, welcomes these words of the D.C. The ‘present
constitution is entirely inadequate for modern conditions. .As it now reads,
any one mayor and three elders are authorized to hold court st the boreza and
sit in judgement in all categories of legal cases. None* of the mayors are
literate, - As many young men have complained to us, Jjustice is on sale to the
highest bidder. = There is no traditional precedent for the present set un,

In the old days the Waler Board of each villege judged with wisdom ond impartia—
lity. Fines were peaid directly to the ater Doard and were used in sacrifices,
for securing the welfere of the whole community. Now we come under the wider
law of Tanganyika which the village elders cannot cope with. “What is necded

is a paremount chief having the education, legal knowledge, and power to insure
that the new law is justly enforced. The only catch is that only one men in
the, whole country with the rank of elder can read and write. = This is Ginoria
Koroi the Lutheran. Although he has the formal qualifications for a paremount
chief, he is notally hostile to the tribal religion anc his appointment would
encounter wide opposition, particulearly from his home village of Samunge.

There are, however, several young men of the warrior class now in the ‘upper
grades of school at Monduli. In four yeors time, ot t-e next general initiation
ceremony, these men will graduate to “he rank of elders. Therefore we recommend
that the whole question be deféerred for four yecrs; ' then that a Sonjo Baraza

be convened to elect the most suitable of these young elders as paramount chief.)

Training of Plow-Oxen. The Agriculture Instructor informed the D.O.
that his work was being held up because of lack of oxen to train, The reason
for this state of affairs was inquired into, and witnesses testified that the
scheme was basically unsound and fraught with denger to the oxen. The D.0.,
who eppeared to be unfavorabky affected. by the afternoon heat, made gestures of
impatience. All over the world for many centuries, he said, men had beem
plowing with oxen. It was in no sense & recent innovation. he results had
been uniformly good. With less work farmers had reaped larger crops. He
knew for certain there were enough cattle in the threec western villages to
supnly teams of oxen. Therefore he cherged the mayors of these v1llages to
order the cattle—owners to produce the necescary oxen forthwith. By acting
decisively in this matter they would prove to the rovernuent that they possessed
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the intelligence ond authority to retoin their jobs as mayors.

The Agriculture Inswector then stated thet through an oversight he
had neglected to bring along the harness which was necessary for training
oxen, If he could he supplied with a wildebeeste skin he promised to make
a harness on the spot. The elders conferred on the question ond reported
that wildebeeste were not to be found in Sonjo territory. They recommended
zebra, which are numerous and the favorite meat of the Sonjo. But zebra was
declared unsuitahle for ox-lorness. In the end the D.0. decided to take the
Agriculture Instructor with him to Loliondo and send him out with one of the
special police oificer who doesa good deal of buntlng.

Junior Varriors Assault Girls. Two Jjunior warriors from Samunge
recently arrived at Loliondo to ap-:eal a verdict which had been declared
against them of assaulting two girls, They had been . sentenced to three and
5ix months imprisomment respectively. These sentences sounded excessively
severe in view of their own story that nothing more then "rough play" /hed been
involved in the incident. The D.C. asked the members of the coéurt that had
sat in judgement to explaln their action,

After much questioning and argument the actuel crime was reconstructed
as follows: The two warriors had crept up on the girls in the evening, One
of the boys had snatched a string of beads from one of the girls "in fun,"

His companion had then "slapped" the other girl, and they had run away. The
girls went streight to the mayor of Samunge and reported the outrage, grossly
exaggerating the actual events. According to their story, the warriors had
knocked one of the girls unconscious with a wooden club. The girl had a cloth
around her head which she said concealdd the wound. :

The next day the mayor summoned the two warriors, called in another
mayor and a few elders to constitute a court, and judged the case. He explained
what had happened and proposed sentences which the court accepted: 30 shillings
fine for the boy who snatched the beads, and 100 shillings.for the boy who
struck the other girl, The father of one of the boys was present and said
that he would refuse to pay the fine. Thereupon the sentences were changed
to three and six months imprisomment, The case was written up by the court
clerk as the mayor had cxplained it and was duly thumb-marked by the court,

In the meanwiiile .the girls hod told their mother of the affair. She
explained to them thal by Sonjo kinship custom they stood in the relationship
of sisters to the warriors and were not allowed to accuse them in court, If
there had reclly becn a serious assault, the case would have had to be settled
within the clan, This was the reason that the girls had not appeared in
court as accusing witnesses, After the trial was finished the mother of the
girls ceme up and exnleined the true situation. - The court elders were
sympathetic but said thet it was too late to cliange the verdict as they had
already affixed their thumb prints. The court clerk made no mention of this
later development of the case in his record book.

The D.0., by now rather red in the face, termed the case "a flagrant
miscarriage of justice." On a number of points, he said, the fundamental
principles of British justice bhad been violated.  Among the more important
errors which he listed were these: Judgement had been passed by the court
without lheering. eny prover witnesses., The president of the court had played



- 13 -

-

the role oi the chief and only witness and had dictated the verdict + o the
court, The original sentence had been ciianged on the sunmosition that the
fine would not he paid. The final sentence was nol proportionate to the
first and wos excessively scvere ior the ellepged criue. 'o note was taken
of fresh evidence which completely altered the comple tion of the case,

It was decreed that tie apneal be sustoined and the boys were acquitted
of all charges. The elders were cautioned that hereaiter they must listen
carefully to all the witnesses who might be involved in a case before making
a fair and impartial judgement.‘ The D.C. referred bacl: to the subjiect of o
Sonjo paramount chief, "The time is fast approaching when such an official
will be essential," he said.

This ended the bardza.

KN K HRHKR

UNREST AT SANMUNGE

(0ct. B5) A report has come from Samunge that the warriors have been
doncing in the village plaza for the last two nights.  During the day these
young men go to their camp in the forest to cat quantities of goat meat, as is
their custom. They also drink tea made irom the bark of certain trees which
arouscs them to a pitch of excitement., During the course of the evening
dencing a number of them have fits of frenzy and have to be restrained by their
comracdes from causing serious injury.

It is well understood that when warriors dance in this way, when there
is no special holidey to be celebrated, they are expressing discontent and
worliing themselves up to the point where they mcke a demand to the elders of
the village. According to usually reliable sources, the Samunge warriors have
been angered by the actions of the court clerk Samuel and the Samunge elder
Ginoria, and they are expected to demend that these men be expelled from the
country, by force if necessary. '

Many of the warriors believe that Samuel has cormlete control of the
Sonjo court end writes up judgements in favor of the man vho pays him the lighest.
As the warriors have little wealth at their disposal, they corplain of coming
oif badly when summoned to court. They would like to sce the present clerk
replaced with one who is more sympathetic to the warriors.

In the case of Ginoria, the warriors feel that his continued presence
is prejudicial to the welfare of the whole community. Ilolding the nosition
(unpaid) of evangelist in the Lutheran Church, he has used his influence to
turn the youth of Samunge away from dancing and bheer drinking. He tries to
persuade his converts to abandon traditional Sonjo clothing and wear European
style ghorts and shirts, He enjoins strict sexual morality on his peonle and
speaks out against polygary. Above all he chsolutely prohibits attendcrnce ot
pagan sacrifices and has been guilty of many 1n010us offenses ageinst the Tribel
God. Now he wants to become paramount chief of Sonjo and saddle the whole
Pribe with his negative policies, which, in the opinion of the Samunge warriors,
are the opnosite of progressive.

Ginorias Xoroi belongs to a strong Samunge clan. - ¥or nine years he was
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mayor of Samunge. It was during his o£f1ce that t1e Lutheran Mission was
established at Sarmnge by Dr. Rausch in 1948, In 1951 Ginoria was baptized
in the Lutheran Church after one month of instruction. He then resigned
from his position as mayor and built himself a modern mud-brick house near
the mission. llaving been convinced of the value ‘of education, he quickly
taught himself to read and write with the help of the mission teacher. He
was appointed a Lutheran evangelist and gave much of his time to mission work.
Ginoria was among the first Sonjo to start raising cattle and he now has a
flourishing herd of over thirty beasts. (It is against Sonjo custom to tell
exactly how much live-stock you own.)

Because of his prestige and nowers of persuasion, Ginoria greatly
increased the appeal of the mission to the young people. But the rigorous
demonds which he made on his converts engendered a feeling of frustretion,
Loyalties and enmities towards him are strong. But oddly emoughy; the hostility
to Ginoria does not extend to the African pastor and the three teachers who
form the mission staff,

.Ginoria is notoriously scornful of the Tribal religion, but the one
act of disresnect for which he has never been forgiven was in cutting the
sacred tree two years ago. This ancient and noble ‘tree lost its balance and
toppled over, obstructing the government motor road. Against the will of the
Samunge elders, Ginoria went out with a saw and cut through a large sacred
bough so that the road could be opened for traff1c again.

In which direction does the road to true progress run? That is a
cuestion for all Sonjo peonle to ponder deeply.

Sincerely,.

Kotu 7.

Robert F. Gray.

Received New York 10/15/55.



