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Dear M r .  No l t e :  

I must admi t  t h a t  I had a most nega t i ve  impress ion o f  Kenya when I f i r s t  
a r r i v e d  i n  February.  No th ing  seemed t o  go r i g h t ;  i f  something cou ld  go wrong, 
i t  c e r t a i n l y  d i d .  We d i d  a lmost  no t r a v e l l i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  N a i r o b i ,  because we 
were t oo  busy cop ing  w i t h  l i f e  here.  But t h i s  meant t h a t  we were n o t  r e a l l y  
expe r i enc ing  A f r i c a .  N a i r o b i  i s  a c i t y  o f  over  500,000 people  w i t h o u t  t h e  
d i v e r s i o n  t h a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  c i t y  i n  Europe would p rov i de .  And, as i n  
most urban environments,  t h e r e  e x i s t s  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  meet ing people, 
which means t h a t  1 i f e  can be ve ry  bo r i ng .  

L i f e  s t a r t e d  t o  change f o r  me about the  f i r s t  week i n  A p r i l  when I 
d iscovered  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a c a r  pass f o r  Na i r ob i  Na t i ona l  Park. 
The c a r  pass, which c o s t  l ess  than $9, would enable  us t o  go t o  t h e  Game Park 
an u n l i m i t e d  number o f  t imes. I thought  t h a t ,  a t  t he  l e a s t ,  I would now have 
much needed d i v e r s i o n .  

The unique f ea tu res  o f  N a i r o b i  Na t i ona l  Park  have been descr ibed  i n  
innumerable gu ide books. They a l l  desc r ibe  how one leaves h i s  modern h o t e l  
(Na i rob i  does have a H i l t o n  f o r  t h e  fussy  American t o u r i s t )  and i n  f i f t e e n  
minutes he f i n d s  h i m s e l f  surrounded by a l l  t he  w i ldness  t h a t  i s  A f r i c a .  How- 
eve r  t r i t e  t h i s  must sound, one i s  i n  f a c t  awestruck by be ina  surrounded by 
"w i ld "  an imals  o n l y  f i f t e e n  minutes f rom home o r  h o t e l .  

Na i r ob i  Na t i ona l  Park i s  smal l  - o n l y  f o r t y - f o u r  square m i l es .  There a re  
no e lephan ts  i n  t h e  Park, bu t  t h e r e  a r e  many v a r i e t i e s  o f  p l a i n s  game, as w e l l  
as l i o n ,  cheetah, baboon, v e r v e t  monkeys and j a c k a l s .  There a re  a l s o  pu rpo r t ed  
t o  be rh i nos  and c r o c o d i l e s ,  a l t hough  I have never  seen them. And t h e r e  a r e  a 
couple  o f  h ippos. 

The Park  l i e s  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  N a i r o b i ,  and, u n l i k e  most reserves 
and n a t i o n a l  pa rks  i n  Kenya, i t  i s  p a r t i a l l y  fenced; o n l y  t he  southern boundary 
o f  t he  Park,  a l ong  t he  A t h i  R ive r ,  i s  unfenced. Game p r o o f  fences a re  on the 
t h r e e  s ides  ma in l y  t o  p reven t  t he  an imals  f rom wandering on to  busy roads. 

Our f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t he  N a i r o b i  Park was rewarded by o u r  see ing  a l i oness  
s t a l k i n g  an impala. Her mate was busy s i t t i n g  under a t r e e  w a i t i n g  f o r  h i s  
b reak fas t .  A mature l i o n  r a r e l y  hunts ;  t h e  l i o n e s s  i s  t h e  hun te r .  L ions,  
u n l i k e  men, a r e  m e r c i f u l  k i l l e r s .  They k i l l  by b reak ing  t h e i r  v i c t i m ' s  neck; 
he thus d i e s  i n s t a n t l y .  However, one should  n o t e  some d i s p u t e  about t he  exac t  
method o f  the  k i l l ,  f o r  George Adamson ( ~ r .  "Born Free") c l a ims  t h a t  l i o n s  k i l l  
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A WARTHOG AT HIS FRONT DOOR 
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BANDA WITH TWO LEGGED ANIMAL(EDWARD SPITZBERG)  
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FOUR LEGGED ANIMAL (RHINO) WITH BANDAS I N  THE 
BACKGROUND 
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A YOUNG LION ON THE PROWL - NOTE THE GROWING MANE 

AND 

TWO BUFFALOES OBSERVING CURIOUS TOURISTS 



by s t r a n g u l a t i o n .  

We have now been t o  the  Na i r o b i  Park many t imes.  I, personal  1 y, am 
never bored by go ing the re .  One always a n t i c i p a t e s  see ing new t h i n g s .  
Maybe today I w i l l  see a cheetah runn ing  across an open p l a i n  a t  s i x t y  
m i l e s  an hour. O r  maybe I wi 1 1  see a p r i d e  o f  1 ions  work ing as a team i n  
o r d e r  t o  k i l l  t h e i r  prey. I may even be among the  f o r t u n a t e  few t o  see a 
r h i n o  i n  the  Park. Even i f  one d o e s n ' t  see t h e  unusual, t he re  i s  always an 
e x c e l l e n t  chance o f  see ing zebra, g i r a f f e ,  o s t r i c h  and o f  hav ing a t roop  o f  
baboons surround and c l imb  on h i s  ca r .  

The animals a re  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  f i r s t  s i g h t  t h a t  a t t r a c t  t he  v i s i t o r  o r  
new r e s i d e n t  o f  A f r i c a .  They a r e  b e a u t i f u l .  But, perhaps most impor tan t l y ,  
they a r e  more understandable and more f a m i l i a r  t o  the  European than a r e  the  
l o c a l  people. 

We have now made two major  t r i p s  o u t s i d e  o f  Nai r o b i  : one has enhanced 
o u r  l ove  o f  t he  animals; t he  o t h e r  has brought  us a b e t t e r  understanding o f  
the  people. 

The l a s t  weekend i n  A p r i  1 saw t h e  Spi tzbergs  t h r e e  embark on t h e i  r 
f i r s t  s a f a r i .  We a11 wore o u r  r e c e n t l y  purchased and ve ry  new l o o k i n g  s a f a r i  
o u t f i t s  - i n  s p i t e  o f  a f e t i s h  n o t  t o  look  l i k e  t o u r i s t s  - because one needs 
a combinat ion o f  l i g h t  we ight  b u t  l ong  c l o t h i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  o n e s e l f  from sun 
and mosquitoes. E a r l y  Sunday morning we s t a r t e d  o f f  f o r  t he  Masai Ambosel i 
Game Reserve near t h e  Tanzanian border  i n  Southern Kenya. We knew t h a t  s ince  
we were go ing i n  the  r a i n y  season t h e  game would be dispersed,  bu t  we each 
had g rea t  hopes f o r  t he  t r i p .  I wanted t o  see cheetah. I r v  hoped t o  see 
r h i n o  and e lephant .  And Edward, con ten t  t o  be go ing on a t r i p  i n  h i s  new 
s a f a r i  c l o thes ,  had been promised he would see e lephant .  He the re fo re  
r e f e r r e d  t o  Ambosel i as the  "Elephant Game Park". 

The road t o  Namanga, on the  border ,  has been r e c e n t l y  b lack topped 
(tarmac f o r  t he  B r i t i s h  o r  c o l o n i a l  reader)  and i s  q u i t e  good. I t  i s  an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  road because i t  passes through t h e  d i s p e r s a l  area f o r  N a i r o b i  Park 
and Masai count ry .  Wi ldebeest ,  ha r tebees t ,  zebra and o t h e r  p l a i n s  game can be 
e a s i l y  seen, as w e l l  as the  Masai w i t h  t h e i r  c a t t l e .  The Masai a r e  a ve ry  
independent, p a s t o r a l  people,  who have been successfu l  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  1 i f e  s t y l e  as nomadic herdsmen and sometimes marauding w a r r i o r s .  

A t  Namanga we en te red  t h e  Ambosel i Game Reserve. A Game Reserve i s  n o t  
a Na t iona l  Park; t h i s  area i s  admin i s te red  by t h e  Masai themselves and many 
Masai s t i  1 1  1 i v e  w i t h i n  the  boundar ies o f  t h e  Reserve. The Kenyan Government 
wishes t o  extend t h e  boundar ies o f  t h e  Reserve and make i t  a Na t iona l  Park. 
The Masai do n o t  w ish  t o  be moved t o  even more a r i d  land and w i l l  n o t  s e l l  
the land t o  the  Government. 

From Namanga we t r a v e l l e d  o v e r  a d i r t  road f o r  about f i f t y  m i l e s  t o  
01 Tukai ,  a swamp w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  views o f  Mount K i l i m a n j a r o .  We spent t h e  
n i g h t  i n  a banda there .  A banda i s  a smal l  hu t -1  i k e  s t r u c t u r e ,  u s u a l l y  made 
o u t  o f  mud and grass; b u t  f o r  t o u r i s t s  t h e r e  i s  some re in forcement  and the  
unusual a d d i t i o n  o f  a bathroom. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  banda, the re  was a 
k i t c h e n  room a p a r t  f rom t h e  b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  w i t h  a wood-burning s tove f o r  
cooking meals. 

A f t e r  lunchand a s h o r t  s i e s t a ,  we h i  red  a ranger and went o u t  t o  l ook  
f o r  game. The r a i n s  had indeed d ispersed a g r e a t  deal o f  t h e  game - the  



animals spread ou t ,  because they have water  ove r  a  very  wide area - b u t  we 
were l ucky  enough t o  see two e lephants  and th ree  r h i n o s  as we11 as l i o n s  and 
p l a i n s  game. 

Our n i g h t  i n  t h e  banda was n o t  comple te ly  uneven t fu l .  We f i r s t  had t o  
convince Edward t h a t  s leep ing  under a  mosquito n e t  was n o t  so bad. Then some- 
t ime d u r i n g  the  n i g h t  we were a11 awakened by a  s t range n o i s e  which we f i n a l l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  s n o r t  o f  a  warthog o u t s i d e  our  door. Edward o f  course had 
t o  be reassured t h a t  t h e r e  was no way f o r  i t  t o  get  through the door and h i s  
mosqui t o  n e t .  

A f t e r  an e a r l y  b r e a k f a s t  we went f o r  another game d r i v e .  We saw t h r e e  
magn i f i cen t  cheetahs. Cheetahs a r e  b e a u t i f u l  animals,  s leek  and proud. 
They a r e  reputed t o  make t h e  bes t  pe ts  o f  a l l  w i l d  ca ts ,  bu t  one would need 
a  l o t  o f  l and  t o  enable them t o  take t h e i r  morning walks a t  t h e i r  c r u i s i n g  
speed o f  s i x t y  m i  l e s  p e r  hour. The cheetahs p rov ided  a  rewarding f i n a l e  f o r  
o u r  v i s i t  t o  Ambosel i. 

On the  way home we asked Edward which animals he had enjoyed the  most. 
We made t h e  mis take o f  ask ing  t h e  ques t i on  j u s t  a f t e r  pass ing Masai manyattas 
(groups o f  houses and l i v e s t o c k  enc losures) .  Edward's response - "The cows." 
Oh w e l l .  

A  week a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f rom Amboseli, we s e t  o f f  on a  s a f a r i  t o  Kisumu 
on Lake V i c t o r i a  i n  Western Kenya. The road f rom N a i r o b i  t o  Kisumu goes 
through b e a u t i f u l  and v a r i e d  coun t ry .  We t r a v e l l e d  through the  R i f t  V a l l e y ,  
the  g i g a n t i c  c r e v i c e  which runs through much o f  East and Southern A f r i c a ,  
and then through the  former White Highlands,  t he  l u s h  area which the  
c o l o n i a l s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  s o l e l y  f o r  themselves and which was and i s  the  bas i s  
o f  much b i t t e r n e s s  on the  A f r i c a n ' s  p a r t ,  pas t  Naivasha t o  Nakuru. 

Lake Nakuru i s  a  Na t iona l  Park and reputed t o  be the  home o f  ove r  one 
m i l l i o n  l e s s e r  f lamingoes.  The s h o r e l i n e  was ve ry  low on t h e  day we were 
the re ,  so we c o u l d n ' t  r e a l l y  ge t  c l o s e  enough t o  see them w e l l .  

From Nakuru we headed west on a  ve ry  good road t o  Kericho, which i s  
i n  t h e  mids t  o f  t h e  Brooke Bond Tea Esta tes .  Ker icho gets  much r a i n  and i s  
q u i t e  1 ush and green. We stopped f o r  lunch a t  t h e  Tea Ho te l ,  which was 
b u i l t  as a  way s t a t i o n  by Brooke Bond. 

The road f rom Ker icho t o  Kisumu i s  through b e a u t i f u l ,  r o l  l i n g  h i  l l s ,  
t h a t  a r e  heavi l y  popu la ted and e x t e n s i v e l y  farmed. Gradual 1 y  one descends 
through t h e  h i l l s  t o  Kisumu and the  proud Lake V i c t o r i a .  

One c a n ' t  h e l p  bu t  f e e l  e x c i t e d  when f i r s t  see ing t h e  source o f  t h e  
N i l e ,  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  Lake. One knows t h e  emotions o f  bo th  Speke and Grant. 
The tempta t ion  t o  go t o  J i n j a ,  t h e  a c t u a l  source, i s  g rea t ;  b u t  then one 
remembers t h a t  J i n j a  i s  i n  General Amin's Uganda and t h a t  a  dam h ides  Ripon 
F a l l s ,  which makes one con ten t  j u s t  t o  be a b l e  t o  see t h i s  spec tacu la r  Lake. 

Kisumu i s  a  s leepy l i t t l e  town t h a t  o f f e r s  l i t t l e  t o  the  t o u r i s t  i n  
the way o f  convent iona l  ameni t ies .  There i s  no s h o r t  boat  r i d e  on the  Lake, 
no museums, no animals.  Water s p o r t s  a r e  impossi b l e  due t o  t h e  dangers o f  
bilharzia and c r o c o d i l e s .  There i s  t h e  Hippo Po in t ,  bu t  see ing the  n o s t r i l s  
and eyes o f  these shy c rea tu res  i s  n o t  an e x c i t i n g  way t o  spend a  day. 



LAKE VICTORIA COUNTRY 

HIPPO POINT ON KAVIRONDO GULF 

AND 

OUR KISII STONE CARVER AT WORK 



CRAFT AS ART 

THE KISII CARVER'S SYMBOLIC REPRESENTATIONS 
OF AFRICAN ANIMALS 

AND 

A BUST OF A TRIBAL ELDER 



What Kisumu does have t o  o f f e r  i s  simple but  wonderful: i t s  people. 
The Luo a re  the second l a rges t  t r i b e  i n  Kenya. They a re  no t  Bantu, but  
N i l o t es ;  the o n l y  N i l o t es  i n  Kenya. They a re  a warm, f r i e n d l y  people, 
whose second language i s  more o f t e n  Engl ish than Swahi l i .  Swahi l i  i s  a 
Bantu language and consequently Engl i s h  seems t o  come more easi l y  t o  the 
Luo. This d i f f e rence  o f  t r i b e  and language group seems t o  have a l s o  made 
the Luo very independent: p o l i t i c a l l y  they a re  viewed w i t h  suspic ion by 
the dominant Kikuyus i n  Nai rob i  - indeed i t  i s  sa i d  t h a t  the President i s  
a f r a i d  t o  v i s i t  Nyanza Province along the Lake because o f  h i s  d i s t r u s t  o f  
the Luo. But we can repor t  t h a t  the Luo were extremely f r i e n d l y  t o  us. 

We stayed i n  Kisumu f o r  two days whi l e  I r v  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a seminar 
f o r  education o f f i c e r s  i n  the area. On our  way home, we again stopped a t  
Kericho. The purpose o f  our  stop was t o  buy some K i s i  i stone carvings and 
beaded s too ls .  K i s i i  stone i s  very  s o f t  and l i g h t  coloured w i t h  p i nk  high- 
l i g h t s ;  what i n  the States i s  c a l l e d  soapstone. Some pieces a re  beaut i -  
f u l l y  marbl ized. The man who does the  carvings a t  the Tea Hotel  i s  more 
than j u s t  a craftsman - he i s  an a r t i s t .  He has won numerous awards f o r  h i s  
work, which goes w e l l  beyond the stereotyped animal carv ings o f  the c i t y  
markets. We came t o  admire the t a l e n t  o f  the  ca rver  and the q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  
work. 

We l e f t  Kericho and headed toward Nakuru. Just  past Nakuru are some 
p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s :  one I ron  Age a t  Hyrax Hi11 and another Stone Age a t  
Kariandusi. The s i t e  a t  Hyrax H i l l  i s  much the  la rger .  I t  contains a f o r t ,  
13 dwel l  ings, and a b u r i a l  ground. The Hyrax Hi 1 1  s i t e  had a s t r a t e g i c  
l oca t i on  i n  the area, commanding a b e a u t i f u l  view o f  Lake Nakuru and the 
surrounding R i f t  Val l e y  countryside. 

Kariandusi i s  much smal l e r .  I t  i s  about 10 f ee t  by 60 feet .  
axes a re  l e f t  i n  the p o s i t i o n  i n  which they were found by the L.S.B. 
husband and w i f e ,  Kenyan archaeolog is ts .  Our guide t o l d  us t h a t  
Richard Leakey, t h e i r  son, plans t o  r e tu rn  t o  Kariandusi when he has 
excavated h i  s present s i t e  a t  Lake Rudolph. 

The most important e f f e c t  o f  these expedi t ions f o r  us has been 

Hand- 
Leakeys, 

f u l l y  

t h a t  
they have given us a love o f  A f r i ca .  Some c lose  f r i ends  who have 1 ived o r  
t r a v e l  l e d  i n  Kenya and o the r  pa r t s  o f  A f r i c a  t o l d  us before we came t h a t  we 
would love A f r i ca ,  t h a t  one never fo rge ts  i t ,  nor  can one get over  the des i re  
t o  re turn.  Joseph Thomson, the f i r s t  European t o  reach Lake V i c t o r i a  v i a  
Kenya expressed t he  f ee l i ngs  o f  many o f  us who have been b i t t e n  by the 
A f r i c a  Bug: 

I am doomed t o  be a wanderer. I am no t  an empi re-bui  l de r ,  I am not 
a missionary. I am no t  t r u l y  a s c i e n t i s t .  I merely want t o  re tu rn  
t o  A f r i c a  t o  cont inue my wanderings. 

S incere ly ,  

B O B  SPITZBERG 
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