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Dear Mr .  No1 te, 

We r e a l l y  hadn' t  planned t o  go to Northern Kenya t o  see the ecl ipse.  We made 
a hal f -hearted attempt i n  ea r l y  June t o  get  reservations a t  the se l f -serv ice 
handas a t  Bu f fa lo  Springs. Bu f fa lo  Springs i s  a game reserve adjacent t o  
Samburu National Park, known f o r  i t s  concentrat ion o f  the northern animals ,' 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e t i cu l a ted  g i r a f f e  and grevey's zebra. As one might expect, 
the bandas had been f u l l y  booked f o r  months. 

On June 25, I t r i e d  t o  get  other se l f - se rv ice  accommodation south o f  Bu f fa lo  
Springs, again t o  no a v a i l .  The t r ave l  agent who books the  bandas t o l d  me 
t h a t  sane were ava i lab le  a t  Maralal Safar i  Lodge, about 30 mi les south o f  the 
path o f  t o t a l i t y .  We decided t o  go s ince I r v  was very in terested i n  seeing 
the ec l ipse and I wanted j u s t  one more sa fa r i  . A1 i c i a  Patterson Fellow 
Boyce Rensensberger, who had given up on going t o  the ecl ipse,  wanted t o  j o i n  
us. 

We a lso  asked our ayah, Rebecca, t o  come. 

The four  o f  us ( the  Rensbergers proceeded t o  Maralal on t h e i r  own) l e f t  
Nairobi soon a f t e r  lunch. The f i r s t  155 mi les are  on tarmac roads. A t  
Thomson's F a l l s  (named a f t e r  Joseph Thomson - see RFS-4), the road becomes 
murram. Thomson's F a l l s  i s  on the Equator a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  7,747 feet .  The 
Fa1 1s themselves are very impressi ve. 

We l e f t  the White Highlands a t  Thomson's Fa l l s  and entered the o l d  Northern 
F ron t ie r  D i s t r i c t .  The remaining 95 mi les t o  the  lodge were through dry, 
ranching country. The ranches are s t i  11 European owned. 

Maralal i s  i n  the Samburu D i s t r i c t  o f  Eastern Province. Jomo Kenyatta 
was imprisoned there by the  B r i t i s h  and wasÃ i n  fac t ,  released by them a t  
Maralal Safari Lodge. The Lodge i s  s e t  i n  a beau t i f u l  mountain fo res t .  It 
has a small waterhole where zebra and impala gather dur ing the day, and bu f f a l o  
frequent i t  a t  n ight .  # 

A f ter  spending the morning i n  Maralal , we se t  o f f  on our expedit ion. Our goal 
was t o  go beyond Baragoi, about 60 mi les nor th  o f  the Lodge. The road was 
l i s t e d  as sa t i s f ac to r y  by the East A f r i can  Automobile Association. I would 
hate t o  d r i ve  on one they l i s t e d  as unsat isfactory.  The road more o f ten  
resembled a donkey t r a i  1. I n  fac t ,  the Rensbergers ' car  broke down, so our 
viewing spot became a po in t  i n  Northern Kenya somewhere between Maralal and 
Baragoi . 



We ate  our p i c n i c  lunch i n  an area n o t  u n l i k e  the  h igh  deser t  o f  Southern 
Cal i fo rn ia ,  except chapparal was rep1 aced by thorn  t rees .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  three, 
Boyce looked a t  t h e  sun w i t h  h i s  two laye rs  o f  f u l l y  exposed and developed black 
and wh i te  f i l m .  The t o t a l  e c l i p s e  o f  the  sun on June 30, 1973 had a l ready s ta r ted .  

I was r e l u c t a n t  t o  look  a t  the  sun because o f  a l l  t h e  scare repor t s  i n  the  l o c a l  
newspapers . We had been assured, however, t h a t  our  l aye rs  o f  b lack  and wh i te  
f i l m  would d e f i n i t e l y  p r o t e c t  our  eyes. Rebecca seemed especi a1 l y  fasc ina ted 
w i t h  the  phenomenon t h a t  was unfo ld ing .  I not i ced  he r  repeatedly l ook ing  up 
a t  t he  sky. Her manner was very caut ious.  She would look  up very qu ick l y ,  
look down, and then look  up again. The ominous warnings had obviously made 
an impression on her .  She l a t e r  t o l d  us t h a t  h e r  mother had feared the  e c l i p s e  
meant the  end o f  the  wor ld  and had warned Rebecca about it. 

As the  e c l i p s e  progressed, the  darkness t h a t  descended q u i t e  gradua l ly  had an 
eeriness t o  i t  t h a t  i s  indescr ibab le .  The b e s t  way t o  attempt t o  exp la in  i t  
i s  t o  say t h a t  one could f u l l y  understand why e a r l y  man thought t h a t  t he  death 
o f  the  wor ld  was a t  hand. J u s t  before t o t a l i t y  we observed the  shadow bands 
t h a t  gave t h e  ea r th  the  appearance o f  a mammoth zebra. Then Boyce announced 
t h a t  i t  was sa fe  t o  look .  

The sky was dark, y e t  n o t  b lack.  Above us was a p e r f e c t  b lack  c i r c l e  surrounded 
by whi te-yel low l i g h t .  Time had no meaning. It was the  most b e a u t i f u l  na tu ra l  
phenomenon I had ever witnessed. It must have l a s t e d  two and a h a l f  minutes. 
When i t  was over, my r e a c t i o n  was t o  ask f o r  a video tape replay.  Somehow, 
you wanted t o  see i t  again and again. Na tu ra l l y ,  nature d i d n ' t  comply w i t h  my 
request, f o r  the  e c l i p s e  had t o  move on towards the  Ind ian  Ocean and i t s  
death. 

A f t e r  we a l l  go t  s a f e l y  back t o  Na i rob i ,  I began again t o  become res t l ess .  
I wanted j u s t  one more s a f a r i  be fore  we l e f t  East A f r i c a .  Since reading such 
books as SERENGETI SHALL NOT DIE and Alan Moorehead's NO ROOM I N  THE ARK, my wish 
has been t o  make t h e  " c i r c u i t " .  The c i r c u i t ,  as def ined by the  t o u r  operators, 
i s  a t r i p  south from Nai rob i  t o  Tanzania. I n  Tanzania you proceed t o  Lake 
Manyara, Ngorongoro Crater ,  t he  Serengeti . You then re-enter  Kenya and proceed 
through the  Masai Mara Game Reserve and back t o  Nai r o b i  . The tri p normal l y  takes 
a week, t o o  long a t ime t o  be away when a move back t o  t h e  States i s  imminent, 
which was t h e  case w i t h  us. 

I had t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  g e t  on tours  i n  e a r l y  Ju ly ,  b u t  they were e i t h e r  
p r o h i b i t i v e l y  expensive o r  too  long. On Monday, J u l y  16, Andy Weil, I n s t i t u t e  
Fellow, a r r i v e d  i n  Na i rob i  from Addis. He had been the  medical doc to r  on an 
anthropological  exped i t i on  t o  view the  reac t ions  o f  t h e  Borana people t o  t h e  
ec l ipse.  Andy s a i d  the  one t h i n g  he must see i n  East A f r i c a  was Ngorongoro 
Crater .  On Tuesday he had booked a t o u r  t h a t  would leave on Wednesday, re tu rn -  
i ng t o  Nai r o b i  on Saturday. A f t e r  much d iscussion we decided t h a t  i f  I, too, 
could g e t  a place on the  tou r ,  I should go. 

Our t o u r  was t o  s top  a t  Amboseli i n  Kenya and Lake Manyara and Ngorongoro 
i n  Tanzania and then r e t u r n  t o  Nai r o b i  . A1 though i t  represented on ly  ha1 f o f  
the c i r c u i t ,  I f e l t  compelled t o  go. I could no t  leave A f r i c a  w i thou t  seeing 
the  fab led  Ngorongoro Crater.  

The t o u r  group was p r e d i c t a b l y  var ied.  There was a middle-aged couple from 
New Zealand who were on t h e i r  way home on one o f  t h e i r  round-the-world t r i p s .  
There was a young Swede who, perhaps because he spoke l i t t l e  Engl ish, was 



MANY ARA V I L L A G E  F A M I L Y "  2 I 
H Y E N A  I N  NGORONGORO 



extremely hard  t o  g e t  t o  know. The most i n t e r e s t i n g  person on the  t o u r  (ICWA 
people excluded) was a young woman from Swi tzer land.  She had been a t r a v e l  
agent spec ia l  i s i n g  i n  w i l d l i f e  t ou rs  f o r  n ine  years. She seemed t o  have 
been everywhere, even Topeka, Kansas. Yet, she lacked the  one-up-manship 
a t t i t u d e  found i n  some people. 

The f i r s t  day o f  t h e  t o u r  we a r r i v e d  a t  Ambosel i i n  t ime f o r  lunch. I n  
mid-afternoon we s t a r t e d  ou t  on our  game d r i ve .  I am n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  fond o f  
Amboseli . I t s  animal concentrat ions a re  n o t  as g rea t  as adver t ised;  i t  i s  
extremely d i r t y .  Yet, Amboseli proved t o  be the  most i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  o f  the  
t r i p .  We saw a l l  t he  animals one u s u a l l y  sees the re  - rh ino ,  elephant,  
cheetah, l i o n ,  b u f f a l o .  We saw many l i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a huge p r i d e  o f  ten, p lus  
a mother and daughter hunt ing.  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g h t  f o r  me was a f a m i l y  
o f  elephants we came across as we were l eav ing  Amboseli on Thursday morning. 
When we f i r s t  approached the re  were two b u l l s  f i g h t i n g .  They stopped a f t e r  a 
few minutes and went o f f  w i t h  the  herd, b u t  kep t  a respectable d is tance.  One 
l i t t l e  e lephant  was very hungry and was c o n t i n u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  catch up w i t h  i t s  
mother so i t  cou ld  nurse. He was a cu te  l i t t l e  f e l l o w  w i t h  an obviously  
i n s a t i a b l e  appe t i t e .  

When we were going through passport  c o n t r o l  on the KenyaITanzania border,  I 
f e l t  a wonderful surge o f  exci tement and a n t i c i p a t i o n .  A t  l a s t  I would be 
i n  Tanzania. My wish t o  see Ngorongoro would be f u l f i l l e d .  

Our f i  r s  t s top  i n  Tanzani a was the  Lake Manyara Hote l  , about t h i  r t y  m i les  
southeast o f  the  Cra ter .  Lake Manyara Nat iona l  Park was declared a reserve i n  
1957 and a Nat iona l  Park i n  1960. The Park i s  smal l ,  o n l y  123 square mi les,  and 
cons is ts  o f  the nor thern  and western shores o f  the  lake, t h e  escarpment and the 
f l a t  l a n d  between the  l a k e  and t h e  escarpment. I t  i s  famous f o r  i t s  t r e e  c l imb ing  
l i o n s  who, f o r  reasons unknown, seek re fuge i n  t h e  t rees  of Manyara dur ing  the  
day. 

Although we were n o t  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  observe any l i o n s  i n  t rees ,  we 
d i d  see an abundance o f  w i l d l i f e .  As you e n t e r  t he  park from i t s  on l y  gate, 
you proceed through a t h i c k  fo res ted  area where baboons can be observed. A l a r g e  
herd o f  b u f f a l o  can a l so  be seen on the  per iphery  o f  the f o r e s t .  Because o f  many 
spr ings i n  the  area, Manyara appears extremely lush .  

There i s  one spo t  i n  Manyara t h a t  possesses an aura o f  t r a n q u i l i t y .  One 
comes upon i t  through t h i c k  f o r e s t .  It i s  a 1 arge open area w i t h  spr ings  and r i c h  
vegetat ion. When we were there,  t he re  were elephants, baboons, b i  rds , 1 i zards , 
even a dwarf mongoose. They were a1 1 e a t i n g  and d r i n k i n g  together  i n  p e r f e c t  
harmony. 

Lake Manyara i s  a t y p i c a l l y  a l k a l i n e  R i f t  Va l l ey  Lake, shal low and vary ing  
i n  area according t o  the  amount of r a i n f a l l .  Due t o  t h e  a1 k a l  i n e  na ture  o f  the  
lake, Manyara a t t r a c t s  many flamingoes. But our view o f  them was n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
good as the sho re l i ne  was low on our  v i s i t .  

On Fr iday  we l e f t  f o r  Ngorongoro, t h e  reason we had a1 1 made the  t r i p .  The d r i v e  
from Manyara t o  Ngorongoro takes about an hour. You go through r i c h  farmlands 
where most o f  Tanzania's wheat i s  grown. You then s t a r t  c l imb ing  up i n t o  lush  
forests.  There i s  a b a r r i e r  about 45 minutes from Manyara a t  the  boundary o f  
the  Ngorongoro Conservat ion U n i t .  The b a r r i e r  e x i s t s  t o  ensure t h a t  no game 
t roph ies  are removed f rom the  U n i t  and t o  prevent  people from d r i v i n g  i n t o  
the  U n i t  a t  n i g h t  when elephant,  b u f f a l o  o r  leopard may be encountered on the  



road. From the  b a r r i e r  you ascend i n t o  a b e a u t i f u l ,  t h i c k  f o r e s t .  

The f i r s t  view o f  t he  Cra ter  i t s e l f  can be i n s p i r i n g .  Through the  e a r l y  
morning fog  we glimpsed a view o f  t he  l a rge  cauldron below basking i n  sunshine. 
The c r a t e r  r i m  i s  unbroken. The c r a t e r  f l o o r  i s  10 m i les  across, 2,500 f e e t  deep 
and over 100 square mi les  i n  area. There i s  abundant water and graz ing a l l  year  
around and the re fo re  t h e  animal popu la t ion  i s  v i r t u a l l y  permanent. There i s  
a soda lake, Lake Magadi , which supports a l a rge  f lamingo popu la t ion  a t  c e r t a i n  
times dur ing  the  year.  We were ab le  t o  ge t  very c lose  t o  the  flamingoes ; they 
are very a t t r a c t i v e  b i r d s  and are more deeply coloured here than i n  c a p t i v i t y .  

The c r a t e r  f l o o r  supports a l a rge  animal popu la t ion  as w e l l  as 150 Masai and 
t h e i r  c a t t l e .  The e n t i  r e  Conservation U n i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  the Seren- 
g e t i  Nat ional  Park. It was separated from t h e  Park i n  1959 i n  order  t o  provide 
grazing f o r  the  Masai c a t t l e .  

Besi des the  f l  ami ngoes , Ngorongoro provides an ex t rao rd i  nary opportuni ty t o  
see hyena. I n  the  c r a t e r  the  hyena do no t  appear t o  be nocturnal  and can be 
seen lazy ing  i n  the  sun. We saw several l y i n g  near the  1 ake. 

I was f i n a l l y  ab le  t o  enjoy more than a n o s t r i l  view o f  a hippo. Two hippos 
were c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i n  a spr ing .  The whole upper p a r t  o f  t he  body was v i s i b l e .  
They are no t  b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  I could now leave East A f r i ca  knowing what 
hippos r e a l l y  look  l i k e .  

Me, o f  course, saw a l a rge  q u a n t i t y  o f  p l a i n s  game, p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi ldebeest  
and zebra. We saw many l i o n s  al though no black-maned ones f o r  which Ngorongoro, 
w i  t h  the  Serengeti and Masai Mara, i s  known. One 1 ioness was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  She had on ly  th ree legs, one l e g  had been eaten o f f  by a hyena 
w h i l e  she was s t i  11 a cub. The p r i d e  obv ious ly  took good care o f  her .  She 
seemed heal t h y  and we1 1-fed, a1 though more nervous than o the r  l i o n s  I have 
encountered i n  the  game parks I have v i s i t e d .  She obv ious ly  was we1 1 aware o f  
her  own v u l n e r a b i l i t y .  This view o f  l i o n s  ' behaviour convinced me t h a t  they 
may possess more 'humanity' than some humans. 

Another i n t e r e s t i n g  scene we observed was the  r a r e  oppor tun i ty  o f  seeing 
a female rh ino  w i t h  he r  baby. The baby r h i n o  was r a t h e r  small .  I t s  mother 
obviously d i  dn' t appreci a te  he r  o f f s p r i  ng be i  ng surrounded by Land Rovers and 
attempted a charge. We managed t o  escape by  merely s topping the  car.  

Although we were ab le  t o  see many i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  on the  f l o o r  o f  Ngorongoro 
Crater,  I ' t h i n k  a l l  o f  us were d isappointed i n  i t. Perhaps we had expected 
more than was possib le.  I l e f t  the  c r a t e r  happy w i t h  what I had seen, b u t  sad 
t h a t ,  f o r  me, the  c r a t e r  was n o t  the  experience i t  had been f o r  Alan Moorehead. 
Perhaps I had j u s t  come too  l a t e .  

On leav ing  Ngorongoro the  next  morning, we stopped a t  t h e  memorial t o  Michael 
Grzimek who conducted, w i t h  h i s  fa the r ,  t h e  research and f i l m i n g  o f  SERENGETI 
SHALL NOT D I E .  He was k i l l e d  when a v u l t u r e  s t r u c k  h i s  l i g h t  c r a f t ,  causing 
i t  t o  crash. The epi taph i s  simple, moving and b e a u t i f u l  : "He gave a l l  he 
possessed f o r  t he  w i l d  animals o f  A f r i c a ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  l i f e " .  

I know t h a t  i t  was impor tant  t o  the  Grzimeks t o  preserve t h e  w i l d l i f e  f o r  
a l l  mankind. Yet I f e e l  t h a t  t h e i r  work may be f o r  a very small percentage of 
mankind. The Nat ional  Parks o f  Tanzania a re  very r a p i d l y  becoming open on ly  t o  
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the very r i c h  o f  Europe, America and the Far East. Hotel accommodations are 
w i t h i n  the luxury class. Except a t  Ngorongoro where accommodation i s  reserved 
for  Tanzanian school chi ldren,  only luxury  ho te l  accommodation i s  avai 1 able; 
t h i s  can cost  as much as $50 o r  more a n ight .  Contrast t h i s  w i t h  the s e l f -  
serv i  ce bandas avai 1 able a t  almost a1 1 o f  Kenya's National Parks and Reserves. 
The Min is te r  o f  Tourism and Wi ld l  i f e  o f  Tanzania has sa id  i n  the Uni ted States 
t ha t  he means t o  r e s t r i c t  the number o f  vehicles enter ing the  National Parks. 
He i s  going t o  do t h i s  by r a i s i n g  park entrance fees and l i m i t i n g  the 
accommodation i n  the parks. One must wonder who w i l l  b e n e f i t  from t h i s  
pract ice  - the animals, the r ich ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  not  any A f r i can  who sure ly  
deserves t o  see the beauty o f  w i l d l i f e  as much as a r i c h  German, Japanese o r  
Ameri can. 

I cannot adequately describe how revo l ted  one i s  by such hote ls  as Lake Manyara 
and Ngorongoro W i  l d l i  f e  Lodge. They seem so ou t  o f  place amongst the wa t t l e  
and mud huts. No e f f o r t  was made i n  t h e i r  const ruct ion t o  achieve a harmony 
w i th  t h e i r  environment. Lake Manyara resembles an overbui 1 t Holiday Inn wi thout  
the q u a l i t y  o f  serv ice o r  food o f  such an establishment. Ngorongoro W i l d l i f e  
Lodge made one fee l  he had j u s t  entered the newest, most gar r i sh  add i t i on  t o  
the motels on the Las Vegas s t r i p .  I s incere ly  hope t h a t  Tanzania w i  11 do more 
f o r  Michael Grzimek than p lac ing a moving ep i tah on the r i m  o f  Ngorongoro Crater. 
The best  memorial t o  him would be t o  cause h i s  dream f o r  the w i l d l i f e  and p e o p l e  
of East A f r i ca  and the world t o  become a r e a l i t y .  

I, a1 though not  a sc i en t i s t ,  do n o t  see the harm f o r  the animals i n  being 
observed by people 1 n cars. I have been t o  many nat iona l  parks and game reserves 
i n  East A f r i ca  - Nairobi  National Park , Tsavo East and Tsavo West, Amboseli , 
Lake Manyara and Ngorongoro. Yes, the animals do become used t o  cars, b u t  they 
continue t o  l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  according t o  nature. They are no t  i n  cap t i v i t y .  
I have heard some people say t h a t  Nairobi  National Park i s  zoo-l ike, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
the behaviour o f  the l i ons .  They say t h a t  w i l d  l i o n s  do not  l i k e  cars, t h a t  i s  
why you don ' t  observe l i o n s  i n  Tsavo, f o r  there they are t r u l y  w i l d  animals. 
The people who say such things have l i t t l e  f i rs t  hand knowledge o f  most of the 
parks and reserves o f  East A f r i ca .  I have personal ly  observed no d i f ference 
i n  behaviour between animals i n  Nairobi  and a l l  the w i l d l i f e  sanctuaries I have 
v is i ted .  It i s  a t t i t udes  l i k e  those I have described t h a t  may destroy a1 1 our 
opportuni t ies f o r  observing w i l d l i f e  i n  the fu ture .  O r  a t  the best, r e s t r i c t  
the opportuni t ies which do e x i s t  t o  the b e n e f i t  o f  the very r i c h .  The people 
o f  A f r i ca  and the r e s t  o f  the world deserve more. 

S i  ncerely , 

Received  i n  New York, 
6th August, 1973 




