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The colonel started looking nervous.

He kept clipping and unclipping his leather gun strap with the
clip on the end to attach to the service revolver stuffed in his
pants, locking at me, and then away.

Then he hung up and told me it was time to go. He wanted me
out of his office and out of the cop-shop pronto.

Its time for vou to go, he smiled.

I said no. that it was time for us to submit his report about
me. He didn’'t like this but we finally walked into the room next
door to drop off the deposition filled out by the officer who had
arrested me and the deposition room was filled with about 20
other people, including a few I knew.

They had been picked up for trying to go to the demonsitration
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But one thing was pretty clear.

There wasn 't going to be any demonstration today.

It had been scheduled for ten in the morning and then
allegedly re—-scheduled for two in the aftsrnoon and it was now
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getting on toward four and it was New Year' s Eve and I had some
shopping to do and so I started making my way home.

I passed one line of police pickeis and then stopped at a
second, in order to eavesdrop on a spirited conversation between
the wall of police and a handful of people who ssemed very
insistent about getting through the lines.

Mavhe they were agent provocateurs.

Maybe they just wanted to go home and lived inside the cordon.

I didni"t have time to ask.
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But even if Panahov. Alizade and Abdulayeva have ulterior
motives, their actions still have a deep resonance in Azerbaijan
today because of the failure of the Fopular Front government to
make any real progress in terms of concrete political and
economic reform or the military campaign to regain control of the
disputed territory of Mountainowus Karabsakh.

The war has resulted in up to 4,000 deaths in Azerbaiian alone
aver the past yvear, and has now bogoed down into an increasingly
bloody stalemate, where many of the Azeri casualiies are the
result of “fTriendly fire' .

In order to offset public distress over recent incursions by
Armenian Torces into Hzeroseijan in the southern sector of the
border zone, the fAzerbaijan Ministry of Defense publicly
announced the "sucocsss’ of several incwsions into Armenia its=s1T
in the northern sector- depriving Foreign MHinister Towfig
Gasimov of what he calis his "‘one trump card’ in international
discussions——namely, that Armenia is the socle "aggresscr’ in the
contlict, territorially speaking.

Further complicating the situation ics the growing influence of
Iran in Azeri affzairs.
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Republic has made increasingly resonant ads thio
astute use of diclaomats. businessmen FOY . OW
anything the Turkish emb 1t of dois

1 swear, the Iranians g @y newsieset
they are daing exacily vimg I would do
their turbans——namely. =m sthnic “ouitresc
the basis of its ownr large a Iy seii—co
communnity.

Today. while locals ars
condescending attituds
first concession ;
literally Tillsd t
Azer from Ivran}

“brothers’ fTrom th
as T Turks.’
& tlv. a coupilis ot an a7
F Fanian (A= hour press
o hat Tollow snack Tor local
aiilgt: ma. It wa ting with an
invo T the name auite a Tew
] t= of "All he ment
as Khomeind
ears wit
d 5

I I s

T E

bl
]
ﬂkwﬂ

morrth befor



TCG-35

"I am not here as a rekabetchi {(to the Tur
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indications, you are not Muslims at all, and are thus undeserving
of our aid {(although for the love of Allah we will aid you
anyway) until you return to the faith...

There has been a lot more religious programing and public
displays of piety as of late.
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The subject of fornication and the overbearing Turk has
guietly been taken up by the most recent diplomatic addition to
the Baku scene as well.

I refer, of course, toc the Russians

It took them awhile to acitually Sﬁﬁd in an ambassador atter
having formally established diplomatic reliations, but
did. they sent in a doozy: Halter Shonia. fTormarly the he:d of
the political section at the (former) Soviet embassy in fAnkar

A native Georgian who apparently feli more comfortable with a
Russian identity in the post-Soviet period, he speaks & numbe
languages flusntly. including Turkish

1

Azeri} and his mission is cry:tmi clear: wean the A 1y
from the Turks and back into the {post wi g.

In addition to suggesting to the Turks are
plaving fast and loose with their women., 2 HUussSian
ambassador has also bheen cultiva Iocal Russians and
Russified fzeris at dive ural’ at -
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And that process of deterioration would now appesar to have
begun.

Not only are many people associated with the former elite
ctill in their positions of power and still embezzling vast
amounts of the nation’'s wealth, but even former intimates of
President Elchibey now appear to be running amok.

There is Fanakh Husseinov, ons of the strongmen of the Fopulars
Front who now works as State Secretary in the Elchibey
government, the man, as the streets have it, who ‘drives a white
Mercedss during black times’ . Then there is
Gamberov. leader of thes reborn Musavat Fariy. rman of ths
Supreme Soviet, he now drives around town 1
and the word is that the reason he does not
elections as proamissd by the Front is that
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