NOT FOR PUBLICATION
WITHOUT WRITER'S CONSENT

TOE-e INSTITUTE OF CURRENT WORLD AFFAIRS

FPeter Bird HMartin

Institute of Current World Affairs
4 West Wheslock trest

Hanover NH 03755

CALICASHS NOTE BOOK: PART OKE

[}
[

m

I COLD AND GRIM ARMENIA, A SHOW

The snow fiel if
Stzalin had decid at
placre where the gia
stopped, leaving S.

Mow. in the w cold,
denuded plateau sraon
than Yeviana Bon t gdyinmg.’

Extensive press repo etailing how
the country had besn re 2xi
with citizens obliged t ksep w
shoot packs of starving tack t
starving owners. ‘Welco adline, &
media awakened the world trophe: thers was
no food, no gas, nag petro n addition to
creating a bla out in ial gis
lack slectricity had e s to stop
broadcasting and shot down ta an ocft-cited
Red Cross statistic, bhetw rmEnians ild
die over the winter dus & ation = iated
with lack of food and has rect re f =
blockade imposed on Chris hiite Mus
neighbor, A

Recently

ernia
Joseph Eenn ’
as he had hss hao Y X
24 hour towur of the city. and the
ending of life’  throughout the tal
with refugses from Baku would ith
Tault of Armenisa’'s that it was off
world, ' he said, adding that As jan’'s mentor, Turkey, must
accept the respo i tha along with regional
leadership, wh hipp massive amunts of aid to
fArmenis suited tere not.

Since 1925 the Institute of Current World Affairs (the Crane-Rogers Foundatic has provided long-term fellowships to
enable outstanding young adults to live outside the United States and write about international areas and issues. Endowed
by the late Charles R. Crane, the Institute is also supported by contributions from like-minded individuals and foundations.



FPerhaps it is axiomatic that jouwrnalists and researchers will
always find what they are looking for, but so different was my
at I have

Armenian expsrience from that of Congressman Kennedy th
to wonder if the cold and grim reality of Armenia has besn

cynically exagaerated in aorder to attract an out-pouwring of
sympathy and thus aid. Additionally; there is ths larger guestion
about how such aid is being used. Bscause at the same time that
thousands were allegedly dying of starvation and cold in and
around Yerevan due to the fzeri “blockade,’ Armenian aras in
Mountsinous {MNagornoc} Karabakh were conducting a massive,
successful offensive against the Azeris, taking back in two or
threse weeks virtually all territory lost to Aszsrbaijan over ithe
past nine months. The ramificatiaons of this stunning defeab for
the government in Baku is profound, and will be deslit with in an
extension of this lettsr.

But back to Armenis.

Given the extreme circumstances said to grevail in th
country, I Jjoined a small caravan of jouwrnalists ko go a
for myself. We went in prepared for the worst. In additi
blankets and four sxtra 20 liter canisters of gasclins f
NIVA landrover. we mads sure to pack along a wesks suppl
bread and water for ourseives. Then we drove South from
SeEorglian oitb i t sy untill we
the Arme T tough piec
grilled i it would b

last hot
Then w 2 he bor i 3 i wig hers that
fieslds,
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Eut prices were high, and they kept rising the further one got
away from the frontier. At the border, a 20 liter contziner
{about 4 gallons) cost 5,000 roubles {(about $7}); 50 kilometers
inland, the same amount cost 5,500 roubles ($8). In Ysrevan, the
prices ranged betwesn 6,000 roubles for Feruler and 7,000 for

high octane gas. or twice the price of fuel in lellEY and ten
times that of Baku. If this was almost insanely expsnsive
according to the old Soviet pricing system, the cost did no
to have stopped traffic, an* gaaaline Was “verywhere availa
More imoporitantl the 1 gar
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term hlessing: through defzaul
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Republics. It was also galvan
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1 Fe kil = shabb
apar tment bui dating PFE0s an
down on the . The er of ©
fArmenia was 5,000, hi i
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hoc te bars, cigarettes and a pletho o f other consumer
goods, all stamped wiith "Made in Turkey’  on the wrappers. That
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dogs on their former owners. When ws pointed outbt that we had

several proud pet owners walking

lea he cringed in shamese and

edi i Paris. claiming that he h

3 that had been atitributed to him.
ak imilar manner by a distant dessk
G s agresd to study his original co
his guilt or innocence on th b = of gros
fact, the reference to ¢
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Fapayan said that she iay Tor
Blockades,  apparently unaware that a snack =
the usual assoriment of chocolates, cigarett
imporited from Turkey had besn set up in the

A simil = i revailed at



plant, though, sa
concrete informat
the diplomat tha
“felt’ that there

~

madness in

receive Ehe " bonus ©

T ith Az-er Jjan.
ci by voe oa
to oK ares dy
and w =i f fHize Teii
aoEnl of na =2 ng
na &

e,

and



In a ward, it was not a starving city.
The news about all the trees having heen hacked down by
desperate residents was also false, or at least a gross

exaggeration. Trees on the ouiskirts of town had besn cut dowrs,
where families lived in individual houses. But in Yerevan itself,
the very structure of the city preserved the trees on the
boulevards and in parks: without installing a3 wood-burning stove,
replete with stovepips shot out the Titth floor window. apartbtment
dwesliers had no use for chopping down trees or even buyving wood
from those who werse doing so. A cursory look at stove—pipss
protruding from apartment blocks sug i he 10% all
apartments were so ipped, ibel

Cooking hot food was another matt and stoves in
Armenias wers Ted by 5 natural gas 1i iz and
Kazakhstan that passed through fAzerbs fAzeris had
interdicted it like they had the trai electrical
lines that passed to Armenia across t© Ancothsr gas-—
line came through Georgia, but individ s @ to be sthnic
Arsric in Georgia were sabotaging it for sal ; = sake. The
result wazs that one resorted to tubed gas, or went without hot
food and drink.

ihe way this impacted
excesdingly difficult to
betwesen ten o'clock in i
came on and we could boi
alternative was to hit t
cigarette rid heated b
catfes there, or to sseik
operating t hal

It was of th
of refugees from Baku——an
Her shop was "open’ in th
the hasemsent salon was so
t2ll where ths tables =nd
Accardingly, @y transliat
where Lena and several o
ahout the cutting down o
trials Armenia was under

‘Its horrible; horeib
blockade.’

‘What do you sxpect?’

this was not

accegted what their gover

namely; that Armenis was

s until soms " logical C

In the mesanwhile. they d

trade with them.
But fLena’s response w &

time 1 hsard anyone coine outl
‘Karabakh!’ she spat ang =]

lies! They lived like kings S o,

a war with the & and drag us into 1it, too.
This & Curi attitude, and so I waril
How,. I asked, did she figurs that the Harah 1ived




"No!’ she said, locking at me like I was an idiot., "From
Baku!”

Really, 1 said, when did you leave?

T1990, with evervane slsce.

You must be very happy toc have ggttnn out; I

"Happy? Here?’ Lena almost wailed. "HWe had evar
It was an international plﬁLe——ﬁrmenlanz, Azaris
everyane! And naw look at us! I'd go back
the chance! Maybe yvou won't believe this
Azeri than Armenian
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I decided to roll the dice and changed languages.

MNijeysiz, I asked her in Azeri, "how are yvou?’

¥Yahshi., she replied not a little dumbfounded, "fins.’

And then, to the amazement aof the three or Tour other
characters sitting arcund the aoffice;. we launched intc a long
conversation about Baku——about how and why and when she had made
the decision to leave and ending up with her oromising to
introduce me to two friends of hers the next day who would =11
mE more: an SGrmenian woman married to an Azeri @man, one of
several mived couples she knew aboui who had decided to live =
discreta life in Yerevan as apposed to Haku.

This was dynamite, because however ridiculo

nationalists Armenian clalm that "sl1l° Armen
Azerbaijan,; the Azeris make thes sam Tamil
about how the =1 : .

Here, at
But when
had changed

If such casual snoounters
afficial interviews and mees

The first of thesse was t
news service, run by a voun
The news agency was a natur
hecasuse it grovided a3 batter f
transmicssion for guick relay i
without sayving that th
even want to start o
equivalent in Azerbaijis
last time I had anvihing to
they charged ms %450 for 3 t¢
sent three days late.
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at different point of histo
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fArmenia in C and sven
state of the h Republ
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Armenia or even today’'s Republic within its {Soviet) frontiers.
The Dashnaks made no bones abhout where their political hearts
Were .,

Mow is not the time to go into a detailed history aof the
Dashnaks. People wirite polemical books an the subjsct. But an
egsentizl profile would probably be helpful. Founded in 1820,
when “Armenia’ t atis

cooperated with and rebelled aga

depending on which approach would secure greater gains for
ultimate goal of achieving an independent state out
nominally belaonging to the Ottoman and Russian empl
the Dashnaks; in the main: who led the Armenian par
senaratist resistance in the 0O g Wo s
and they were alsg inst the s
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the so—called ‘Lachin Corridor’ to Karabhakhl). Harikian claims
that the presidential =lections that brought Ter-Petrosyan to

power were rigged and that Ter—Fetrosyan is now using the police
and security apparatus to sustain his autocratic rule in ol

old communist fashion. In a recent act af ;:sr‘-:znte\zd:_= Harikian
organized a demonstration that

s
3
pl

166000 people. The mob almost go it Y
dissuaded from attacking the gresidential huilding by the
intervention of Harikian and his cohorts from the UNED.

We met briefly at a much smaller demonstration in Opera Sguars
on the day that Congressman Joseph Kennedy was in towng
presumably stagsd to let the visiting Congressman know
everyoneg tho t i1 had the right to spes
country. Aliho Stni were only about 1,
gathered in the are, and snow was falling——the crow
intensely inter d in what ian had to say. In &
reifterating his ition on Karabzakh——he supported the
Self Determinati followed by recogniti ot the Rep
Moun = Ear i ta his speech ¢
maligning Ter—F b diverse orF
against dempcra fzriki neceded " the
law inste o tigs " ——hby which he =§
replacing with a new Sovist
parliamen suggest th Fikian’'s aim
iz probably = Feitrosya h himssif.

But if Harz: sr—Faztrasy not
everyvhady was demonstra 1w
some disgruntl
stvle, who wers
embhlazoned wiih
the vestments Jesus
s that they miaght
Harikian had declin:
him into the sams o
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Doalivan allowed that there might be some foreign soldiers in
the theater; Armenia itself had solicited "specialists’ from
ather republics of the Commonwealth of Independent States to help
it build up the Armenian army, so it logically followsd that the
Karabakhians might have a similar policy of recruiting foreign
soldiers. The Azeris, in any case, were doing the sams: two
pilots, one a Ukrainian and the other a Russian, had been
captured alive after thesir planes had besn shot d
Karabakh. A total of nine fAzeri ai i 4 besn
the first six weeks of 1993; the h id

other pilots was not known: they
air or subsequent crash or had pae
side of the lines.

(& French journalist who spends
described how he had ssen two plar
captive, shot down afises they had i
protaected by heat—sseki ‘Eagle’ anti—air
the Azeris were pick their radic sig
stormed and raged wger becauss 5t
repeated pleas, had him ths Eagls
fAzeris then sent in anes on what ws
walk mission only to

Armenians aga

ar wWas almost,

guipm=nt there was eithse
international market or do

The &MD’'s task was solely
cross—horder incursions fr
Azerbaijan, Doalivan charg
Armenian territory of Eran

true Armeniasn enclave with
unparisjn with Armenia’ s presence
territorial enclaves in Armenia
had simply "lefit’ in 19E8 and 1
minority of Armenia AT ST
territorisl ambi t
{he laughed at

last Autumn by

that thesy arese Ku

region of Kelbad

Sevan in Armenia pr

had besn effectivel

spectacular gains by

the Azeri forces the

moves against Armenia

survival.
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wowld be for Azerbaijan to legally cede part or =3
Mountainous Karabakh, plus & corvridor, to Armenis
part or all aof the Zangezur, which would thus conn
territory of Nakhiivan with "mainland’ Azerbaiian.
"This is iampossible," said Doolivyan, Eowounl X
poscsible solution for us becau
Iran. It would also be the b
it would conmnect the Areris
compromise solution to the c
the independence of Mountain

We lett the meeiting
we had entersd. and not
pasi.

There were o ting=s. int = &
none of any gres t and certainly nan
general picturs vizs cold and geim
country found 1 hat uncomforitabls f
hecause it was W with a neighboring st
atop its tradit sport lines and ensrgy art
not exactly reasor sxpect fizerbaijan o condu
as ususl’ with iong as guns wers
again, when I press iter & 111
that the war was = fnl=}
catastrophe dus
most also shyly
misery that peo
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"Mountainous® is not wsed to modify the nown "Karabakh' instead
of the Russian adiective "'MNagorno.’ Perhaps aone should be glad
that at least the misnomer ‘enclave’ was not used in the wording
This fuzziness and the effort to make it so was exemplified b
Congressman Joseph Kennedy’'s wvisit on the last day of our trip t
Yerevan. It goes without saying that his hosts, the Armenian
Assembly of America; did not take him to the Mafia Restaurant,
Hoepital Elinic #3 or, in the way of meseting refugees from Baku,
to Lena’'s caoffee shop. And the last thing they wanted to promote,
I am sure, was the idea that whatever denrlvatlnns Armenis was
i

experiencing were the result of its territorial asbitions on =
neighboring state——IE, that the Azeri blockadel/embargo against
Armenia was directly comected to Yerevan's participation and
promotion of the war in Karabakh.
I thought it inappropriate to ask Dongressman Kennsdy abhout
g the course of the candle-light cocktail
onference held at the Armenian Assembly ' s freersing
Ministry of Agriculture, but I did ask him i he
ake 3 trip to Baku any time soon bto take 3 look "at
o
de; there was a laot of work on the Hill. The Yarasvan
ty sxceptional: perhaps it had somsthing to do wiith
nts in Hatertown, Mass.
ed him a personal guestion.
Fennedy vour brother or
my brother,” answered the
grin that older brothers
=i gz, “Why do you
at my ho i
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sssions into some contexi. IL was
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Soviet-style apartment buildings that had come tumbliing downji the
simple, pleasant single-—storey stone structures ocwned by
individuals on the ndqe af town {along with the turn—of-the-
century public buildings downtown) had mostly survived unscathed.
“Evervone knew that you shouldn't build higher than two

stories, bhut ths gove *nmnnt did anyway,.,"” said Vitalis Daviivan,
4%, a construction engineer. His father owned 3 Turkey-supplied
commission shop in which we had stopped to brew some cofiss and
talk with guake survivors, and that conversation had lsd us to

his house Tor a look-ses.

After Ffortifying ourselves with hospitaliity and cogns
proceeded downtown. Despite the repairs effected on the
surviving buildings, Giumri was a pretty depressing pls
roads in and out of town were now lined by long rows of
stumps: the much—advertised imat : of Yerevan's
Boulevard by fuel seskors ta tiomn, 1t was
enough b - At least half had been oh
down . and fie second half for
Was ouis is sawed at upper branches of th S in =
while dad and glder brothsr whacked awasy a2t base below with
RHES .
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Spitak. We were goin FOOFess w
ar s by a line of o y =now grads
to budge until properly pec’ for having
appointed task of pushing some 20 meters of
road to lst us pass. We shamed him into per
applause of the other motorists and then gproc
way alaong the road through long and t
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denuded snow—Tislds
and foressts, and we
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banditland of souths
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\eceived in Hanover, March 29, 1993,
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