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366 Madison Ave., New York 17, W.Y.

Dear Mr. Rogers:

e

MENON: ©Posed... and unposed

Before arriviag in India, I decided that probably the safest
gambit for a visitor in discussiag V.K. Krishnae Menon was to say: 'We have our
Mr. Dulles whom many people even in America don't understand; +tell me why your
Mr. Henon is so coatroversial?" VWell, I am afraid my gembit was a little too
successful: I've hardly heard a kind word said of Mr. Menon by his compatriots
in the entire two months I have been here. Perhaps that is because Mr. Menonts
chief friend and sponsor is Mr. Nehru and I have been unable to get in to see
the world's busiest Prime Minister.

But I mean to justify my gambit. Before setting out on my
13-month worldwide tour of the neutral countries, friends of mine in the State
Department had declarec: !'We respect Hehru. We try to understand India. But
Krishna Menon, that's one egg we don't trust.”" This sentiment is echoed in
most quarters of the U.S. Embassy here in New Delhi, which I suppose is to be
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expected. For my own part, I had seen Menon but once. He wasithe guest speaker
at a Tuesday night Gaston llall lecture series at Georgetown University in Wash~
iangton. Ile told his audience —-— almost all students, and apnarently interested
ones —— that he had no prepared text and would prefer to answer‘their questions.
After that it waslike watching a tennis match with all the balls being vitiously
aced across the net and out of the court before anyone had a chance to see or
recover. No donbt Krishna Menon's very position as India'g chief spokesman in
the UN would make him controversial. But his personality has made listening to
his argument only more difficult.

Well, I decided that if I had come to India to better under-
stand her arguments for non-alignment, I had better beard the lion in his den.
Krishna Menon's den at this time hapnens to be the Ministry of Defense, which,
for the past two years, has provided him with Cabinet rank. I phoned for an
appointment one day and,much to my surprise,was given an appointment for the
very next day. Menon was out at the appointed hour, returned to his office a
half-hour late and, much to my even greater surprise, he was profuse with
apologies. And he didn't even mention the excellent reasoa he had for being
delayed: He had bheen with the Prime Minister. Almost everything about my
interview was a surprise. Menon greeted me huriiedly, dashed off to the john
and began talking with me while still buttoning his trousers. He saw that I
was seatéd in a comfortable leather chair, served me tea, kept his voice soft
and seemed so rela xed that I am sure he didn't notice the mouse which scurried
from under his desk, across the carpet of his paneled office and under the sofa
on which he was leaning back. I say "almost" everything was a surprise about
this gray-haired, gray-faced, decidedly violent-looking man. Because while he
gave the impression of candor, he also came up with some incredible conclusions
for a lawyer of his training and brilliance.

On Fast-West relations: "This country has never been invaded
by Russia or China but it has been invadéd by Europeans. And also, while the
Russians assert the superiority of Communism, they don't try to impose it on us.
You doa't preach the superiority of Capitelism as much. But you try to impose
it here. Why do we lecture only you? You are the ones who are doing the things.
It is only your external policies that impinge.upon us. Russia? The only things
you can criticize them about is what is pgoing on inside their country, and that
is none of our busiaess. We have never lectureg# you on internal affairs except
once, when Little Rock came up before the UN and we could not avoid comment.
Actually, I was most temperate. However, things were much worse five or six
years ago when the U.S, exvected us to stand up and be counted. But still, the
U.3., takes our politics as thowgh they were talking to their own people. You
attack personalities. Russia never does."

On Chinas '"e want China in the UN because she has a right
to be. And moreover it is far better that China be in the UN' than outside of it.
At the UN they all say quietly that the real reason the U.S. is opposed to
China's entry is because she is Asian. And after all, you drop atomic bombs on
Asia but not on Europe. Of course, I don't believe this is your reason, but
that is what others say and believe.®

On _the UN: "So far as our expressions in the UN, we go very
largely on how fer we think it is going to be useful and helpful. America and
others know now that when we take a position they don't like we don't do it for
mischief. Ask my pood friend Cabot Lodge. He tells me that all the time. And

I think our performance in the last five years has been useful."
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On non-alignments "First you called it 'neutralism,' now
'non-alignment.' Even here people do not always understand it. They speak
of a 'Third Bloo,' which is ridiculous. Of it being opportunistic, which is
also wrong. And anyway, it is not a policy with very much meaning if a war
really broke out between East and West. Then there would be nothing. Cer-
tainly both sides —— the East and the West -— would rather have us here in
the middle than on the other side. For ourselves, we don't like aligned
blocs because they lead to conflict. But NATO isone thing, SEATO is another.
At least in NATO the countries involved participated in agreement. In SEATO,
without saying enything about it to the rest of us, they would take us under
their 'protection' -~ and project the opportunity of war in this area. You
say that we can have arms too, like Pakistan, if we want them. You can say
that back home. But when you come here, you see how impossible it is. (Menon
didn't expand on this.)"

On other countries: "We have not exchanged diplomatic
representatives with Israel simply because we do not want to offend the Arabs
(See WWU-10)...We were for an independent Cyprus as far bacl as 1954, but I
was hooted at, even up to six months ago. Now it is being done."

At the end of my interview, Menon asked that there be no
newgpaperduotations since as Defense Miaister he now is expected to be more
reserved. e apologize! for being unable to give me more than 30 minutes.
Then he told me he was a good friend of my publisher, Phil Graham, of The
Washington Post, and what a shame it was that the Post "is so misguided and
hes to follow the party line.! But then he softened: "At least you're not
so cantankerous as The New York Times. The New York Times is the worst paper
in the world." (Elie Abel, the Times' New Delhi correspondent, told me that
his predecessor, Abe Roenthal, wrote a Times Sunday Magazine profile of Menon
which limned Menon so closely to his true dimensions that he has never for-
given Rosenthal, the Times or the American press.])

As I said before, I had anticipated trouble in approaching
Menon., An Indian editor in Calcutta had told me that Menon had fallen asleep
during his interview with him —— out of pure bporedom. Here in Delhi, I was
told that when a Government official had chided Menon for insulting a Furo-
pean journalist without any provocation, Menon shrugged indifferently and told
him, all right, he would apologize. When the of ficial brought the journalist
back, Menon proceeded to insult him all over again! Well, in contrast to this
treatment, Menon saw to it that I left my interview with a smile on my face.
"Please come back and see me again," he said repeatedly. (Actually, my smile
has since paled. I now learn thet Menon gave a tea party for Douglass Cater,
of The Reporter Magazine, when he was here last year.)

The first person I had a chance to react to after my inter-
view with Menon was my waiter here at Claridge's, one Stoney Michael, a Cath-
olic from Hyderabad. On heariag whom I had seen, Stongy immediately declared:
"Krishna Menon good men. From South., He no help fool people."

But I am afraid Stoney, with his regional bies, is a min~
ority of one. In Bombay, G.L. Mehta, the popular former Indian Ambassador in
Waghiagton, told me: '"Krishna lenon is intellectually dishonest. HFHe never
criticizes the East but, on the contrary, goes to great effort to explain and
excuse it. I dn't understand him,"

Why then should Nehru so depend upon him? Well, Frank
Moraes, editor of The Indian Express in Bombay and Nehru's biographer, declared:
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"Krishna Menon rationalizes the P.M.'s emotions. Nehru thinks emotionally,
makes the decision. Then Krishna Menon comes up with the A,B, C's for making
it logical." Moraes also said that Nehru, being a shrewd politician, also may
be using Menon, a recognized left-winger, to balance a Cabinet he (Nehru) now
considers far too conservative to push through such pét projects as cooperative
farming.

Here in New Delhi, the Raj-
kumari AfiritcKanp,.srPunjelprincess who for 16
years was Gandhi's secretary ("I was with him
in spirit long before that"), and for another
10 years Mr. Nehru's Health Minister, mentioned
quite casually that her ex—Cabinet colleague
was a "Communist." The Rajkumari is one of
those dear, gray-haired, comfortable and under-
stending ladies who always find something nice
to say about everyone. And so as I sat oppos-
ite her sipping port in her elegant Willingdon
Crescent home ("dawaharlal —— ¥e've knownceach
other since childhood —— asks me to talke care
of some of the State guests when he gets too THE LADY SAID 'COMMUNIST'
busy), I didn't think I hed heard aright. For
when I had heard Menon called a Communist by some members of the U.S. Embassy,
I dismissed it as understandable frustration. But the Rajkumari repeated her
remark: "Oh yes, Krishna was a Communist in Eagland d&nd I think he still is,
more or less. He's very politically ambitious. But he is so difficult and gets
people so unnecessarily upset and angry. I keep telling him, 'Krishna, why must
you?! He just shrugs and says, 'People should understand the facts.'"

Minoo R. Masani, the ex~Congress Party, now coaservative, M.P.
and bitter Nehru critic (WWU-11), provided a slightly different shading: '"Menon
is a violent anti anti~Communist without being a Communist himself., He is. a
liberal in methodology but a Communist in his views, I think he has the attract-
ion for Nehru of a strong mind over a weaker one. Nehru's thinking is more il-
logical and hesitant.®

The Ambassador of another neutral country in New Delhi told
me: ‘''Menon provides the brilliance afnd challenge for Nehru's balanced wigdom.
Nehru lacks the incisiveness which Menon, as a lawyer, has. Hence Menon, with
his lawyer's trainiag, dares tgyfurther on such things as Kashmir."

In Calcutta, A.C.Banerjee, Assistent Bditor of The Hindusthan
Standard, president of the Indian Journalists Federation, a leader of the dock-
vorkers' union and no conservative himself, told me: 'Menon is kept because of
his familiarity with international politics. Although you'll notice that Nehru
has vever trusted him so far as to turn over to him his own Ministry of External
Affairs portfolio. (Ile is, however, Adjunct Minister of External Affairs.)
Actually, the Defense portfolio is not right for Menon either. But Defense is
relatively unimportant; we have maialy a police force in India., And Nehru needs
Menon to advise him on foreign policy because Menon has the facts. And he sends
Menon to the UN because he is a polished speaker."

Whereas Ambassador Gopalaswami Ayyanger is said to have meade a
"megs" of Iancdia's Kashmir positiom when it was first presented in 1947, Menon's
subsequent seven—-hour, 37-minute defense of Kashmir before the General Assembly
in 1957 (followed by a faint) encbled him to return to India a national hero.
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Bgt American officiels reminded me that whereas Menon was fine for Kashmir, Nehru
did not permit Menon to represent India at last Fall's UN discussioas on Beirut
and Iraq —— as much as }Menon pleaded to go.

Another Calcutta journalist, Niranjan Majumder, Joint RTditor
of The Hiadusthan Standard, told me that while Krishmna Menon may have no political
following other than the Prime Miaister, Nehru is intensely loyal to him. He said
this goes back to the many pre-Independence years in England, when Menon, & suc-—
cessful London lawyer, »ut Nehru up at his home, introduced him to the r;ght
neople and "had a major role in creating the ‘'International Nehru' when tﬁe P.M.
was just a Congress Party flag waver." At the time, Menon was also head of the
Iadia League. Then he accompanied Nehru on his tour of Europe in 1938, edited
Nehru's books for their Ameriecan publication and, after Independence &as (Froﬁ
1947 to 1952) Indiats first High Commissioner to Loadon. In this po;t, Men;n's
major achievement is considered to be his negotiatioas which resulted in India
stgyi§g in the British Commonwealth as a "Sovereign Democratic Republic." fndeed
this immotient, volatile men who suffers from both insomnia and a host of ail-
ments, has coasistently advocated friendly and close ties with Britain at the
same moment he is denounciag. the U.S, and preaisiag Russia. To date, he has made
not even a whisper regardiag Chine and the current Tibet crisis. ’

A Tata economist said that a member of the Liondon Daily Worker
staff had informed him that Menon periodically "planted" letters criticizing hiv
policy in this newspaper so that he could later crow: 'What do you mean I'm noz
neutral! Look what they say against me in the Communist press." This, of course
is hearsay evidence. i ’ ’

And I'1l1 make no pretense whatever that I have given you a
balanced picture of Krishna Menon, for I've had a hard time fiading anyone who
loves Krishna. And therefore, since I already have embarked on such a one-sided
course, ; thought you might be interested in the following letter to the editor
of ?he Times of India. It is written by A.D. Gorwala, a former member of the Indian
Civil Service who now is an anti-capitalist, anti-communist wvonmentator.

. Pemocracy ‘In Asia
'Fo. The ‘Editor, ! of | i
*" Sir,~~Messrs, Hirji 2
‘D, Idgunjl ‘say ‘they find t
‘to believe that Mr. Menon/can a
-propagandist for ~ internat#
munism and an ardent feliow-t
‘Mr. Menon holds a very important
appointment and wields great author-,
ity. The national. interest, accordings:
Iy requires that the correct -position
siould be stated, - ’ T

It is public knowledge both in Engs:
land and ‘here that Mr, Menon has’
beeri close to the Communists since
1936. As a member of the Labour|
Party, he' was conspicuous for; his at- '
tachment to its ! fellowstravelling.
group. Some of the members of the
well-known Communist = Front—the-
League Against Imperialism-—worked
lwith him on the executive Tommittee
of the India League. The Labour
Party, which selected him as its pros-
pective candidate for Dundee, had to,
teject his candidature when he re-
fused to obey its instructions to dis
associate himself” from  the ~ United
Front with the Communists.

His attitude towards World War
11 followed exactly the Communist
line. So long as the Soviet Union's
pact with Hitler's Germany continued, |
o him, too, the war was ‘“an Im-

rialist war,” activély to be discour=
ged. . As soon, as Hifler turned upon-

e Soviek Union, it ‘becarie “the
People’s War” and received . his, full
support. So marked way ‘this. that
he. became extremely critical of the
indian- National Congress's ~ attitude:
Pf’npmsing the war.. -The India Lea-
‘gue even refused to endorse’ the Qun
Tndid policy. Mr. Menon' maintained.
close contact with the British * Gomsy
munist Party during and. aftet; the:
war, N - R
}. Nominated a membet of the indixn’
delegation to the United Nations Genw:
eral Assembly in 1947, Mr. Menop
took so pro-Soviet a -stand that hiy
colleagues: were greatly. disturbed. Hiy
later .tecord in, the United Nations
fully supports the ‘view that he is:
strongly pro-Communist, Though the
Indian plan on Korea, presented by
Mr., Menon was repudiated by the
Soviet Union and China, he attempt-
ed to blame everyone else for its re-
jection, especially the United States
that had accepted it, rather than the
real culprits, the. Communists. -

For him, éven in Hungary the Rus»
sfans were innogent. He actually de-
scribed the Soviet aggression, the kille
ing of brave Hungarians by the thou-
sand, and the destruction of the newly-
regained independence of a small
country as nothing more than ordi-
nary riots very similar to the riots
that had taken place in Ahmedabad.:

His pro-Soviet activitics behind the
scenes” at  this time attracted  the

notice-of. soveral wellsknown indepen-
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dent commentators, generally triendlyl
to India. Said Philip Deane: ‘*Soon
after opposing in the United Nations
‘he General Assembly's first attempt
o condemn the massacre of the Hun-.
zarian people by the Soviet Army, |
[ndia’s U.N. delegate Menon.._..vgag»;
asked how he couid possibly justify’
his stand, He shouted: ‘Hungary!.
the Russians should have bombed;
London after the Anglo-French at-
tack on Egyptl' and he stalked
away. ." Time and again Mr. Menon
. has indulged in such pro-(_lommunlst‘
{activities at the United Nations, |
- Take another example. While on|
his way back from the United Na-{
tions, Mr. Menon declared that Tibet
had been Chinese for the last 4,000
years. He can scarcely have been so
ignorant as not to know that it was!
only in. the 17th century that the
Chinese obtained a hold over leet,’
that, thereafter, whenever the Tibetans
could, they drove the Chinese out, !
and that in, spite of the brutal Com-
munist occupation in 1950, ~many
Tibetans are still continuing resistance:
in outlying parts of the country 1
an attempt to maintain their indepens
dence. Mr. Menon was trymg .to\‘
justify Communist action in__seizm
ibet. The question may well arisc!
—whom does Mr. Menon represent?!
The Communist Government of|
Kerala found in Mr, Menon a strong;
supporter. It in fact may rightly bei
said to owe its life to him. Chosen
by the All-India Congress Committee |
to maintain liaison on behalf of the!
Congress with the Kerala Congress|
Party, he at an early stage firmly op:|
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Cordially,

‘posed any understanding between the
Congress and the Praja Sociafist par-.
ties in Kerala. He also called upon
Kerala. Congressmen not to refer in:
their speeches to the atrocities com-
mitted by the Soviet and Communist
Chinese Governments and to the lack

Fof freedom in the lands ruled over

by them. Congressmen should confine
themselves only to local affairs, He
thus deprived them of very effective
arguments, relevant and telling be-
cduse of the well-known link between
the Communists in India_and inter-
pational communism., Though, as
‘Mt, Dhebar, the late Congress Presi-

,dent, found on his tours, there was

|
J

{

i
1

8 very great deal to complain ‘about |
in the Kerala Government’t and the
Communist Party’s handling of affairs
'in Kerala, no criticism of the Com: |
munists escaped Mr. Menon's lips.
All in all, then, he served very well!

‘indccd ‘the Communist cause.

The perceptive Mr. Vyshinsky call-

‘ed ‘Mr. Menon “an honest man.” By

- ‘honest’

the Communists do not
mean “fair and upright in speech and!
act’, As for other words like good:
and evil, for this too he has his spe-:
cial meaning, a meaning best given
in Mr. Vyshinsky’s own words: “A

‘real internationalist is one who brings

his sympathy and Tecognition up 6
the point of practical and maximum
help to the U.S.S.R. in support and
defence of the U.S.S.R. by every!
‘means and every possible form. This
is the holy duty of every honest man,
everywhere and not only of the
citizens of the USSR.”. . - :
: A. D. GORWALA.
Bombay, March 1.

Warren Y.

Unna



