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The American Schoo l  i n  Mexico C i t y ,  o p e r a t e d  by t h e  
American S c h o o l  Foundat ion ,  a n o n p r o f i t  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
u n d e r  t h e  laws  of Mexico, p r o v i d e s  an  e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  
way i n  which p e o p l e  from t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  who l i v e  i n  a f o r e i g n  
c o u n t r y  have c r e a t e d  a  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  which m a i n t a i n s  
h i g h  academic  s t a n d a r d s ,  q u a l i f i e s  i t s  g r a d u a t e s  f o r  e n t e r i n g  
c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  and r e t a i n s  many of  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of North American e l e m e n t a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  

It  i s  a l a r g e  s c h o o l  which r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
many y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e .  It s t a r t e d  from s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g s  i n  
1888,  and h a s  grown t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  now h a s  a l m o s t  1 ,500  
s t u d e n t s ,  a  s t a f f  of 74 t e a c h e r s  plus '  a  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  t h r e e  
p r i n c i p a l s ,  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  complement of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l ,  
and an  a n n u a l  b u d g e t  o f  o v e r  US$300,000, 

It i s  a  c o e d u c a t i o n a l ,  n o n s e c t a r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  whose 
d o o r s  a r e  open t o  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  c r e e d s ,  r a c e s ,  and n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  
It p r o v i d e s  t r a i n i n g  from n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
Approximate ly  40  p e r  c e n t  of i t s  s t u d e n t s  a r e  Americans; 4 0  p e r  
c e n t  a r e  Mexicans; and  t h e  r ema in ing  2 0  p e r  c e n t  a r e  of 2 5  t o  30 
d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  

F o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p u r p o s e s  t h e  American School  i s  
d i v i d e d  i n t o :  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  d i v i s i o n ,  compr i s ing  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l ,  
a k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  and t h e  f i r s t  s i x  g r a d e s ;  a  j u n i o r  h i g h  d i v i s i o n ,  
which i n c l u d e s  t h e  s e v e n t h ,  e i g h t h ,  and n i n t h  g r a d e s ;  and a  s e n i o r  
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  which i s  made up of t h e  t e n t h ,  e l e v e n t h ,  and t w e l f t h  
g r a d e s ,  From t h e  f i r s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i x t h  g r a d e s  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  
r e q u i r e d  by law t o  meet t h e  minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  Mexican 
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem,  It,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d i v i d e s  t h e  s c h o o l  day i n t o  
two p a r t s :  d u r i n g  one -ha l f  of t h e  day i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n  Span i sh ;  
d u r i n g  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  The n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  
and  k i n d e r g a r t e n  c l a s s e s  a r e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  b u t  c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  
and e i g h t h  g r a d e s  a r e  t a u g h t  i n  b o t h  Span i sh  and E n g l i s h ,  From t h e  
n i n t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  t w e l f t h  g r a d e s  a l l  c o u r s e s  a r e  i n  E n y l i s h .  

When a  s t u d e n t  f i n i s h e s  t h e  s i x t h - y e a r  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  
he r e c e i v e s  t h e  government primary c e r t i f i c a t e  which enables him t o  
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c o n t i n u e  h i s  s t u d i e s  i n  a  r e g u l a r  Mexican s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  o r  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  j u n i o r  h i g h  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  American Schoo l ,  G r a d u a t e s  
of  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a r e  a d m i t t e d  t o  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  
S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  members of  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  The 
American Schoo l  i s  a  member of t h e  S o u t h e r n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of c o l l e g e s  
and Secondary  Schools .  

It a t t r a c t s  Mexican s t u d e n t s  f rom u p p e r - c l a s s  f a m i l i e s  
f o r  two main r e a s o n s :  f i r s t ,  i n  t h e  p r imary  d e p a r t m e n t ,  Mexican 
c h i l d r e n  can become f l u e n t  i n  E n g l i s h  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e y  
q u a l i f y  f o r  s t u d y  i n  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  i n  Mexico; second ,  most o f  
t h e  Mexican c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  academic  depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  e n t e r  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s .  F o r  t h e  Mexican 
who wan t s  t o  do  h i s  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o l l e g e  work i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h e  
American S c h o o l  i s  h i s  s u r e s t  avenue of approach ,  He canno t ,  how- 
e v e r ,  e n t e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Mexico o n  g r a d u a t i n g  from t h e  American 
Schoo l ,  The N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Mexico w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  c r e d i t s  
o f  t h e  American High Schoo l  a s  e v i d e n c e  of p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d y ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many g r a d u a t e s  from t h e  American S c h o o l  e n t e r  
s u c h  i n s t i - L u t i o n s  a s  Cal ,  Tech., M.I. T., Harvard,  Ya le ,  and C o r n e l l ,  
n o t  t o  ment ion  t h e  s c o r e s  who go  t o  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  
i n  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

A s t u d e n t  must  e a r n  1 8  c r e d i t s  t o  g r a d u a t e  f rom t h e  aca -  
demic d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  Of t h i s  t o t a l ,  12  c r e d i t s  must  
be a s  f o l l o w s :  f o u r  y e a r s  of E n g l i s h ;  two y e a r s  of f o r e i g n  l a n -  
guage--Spanish, French ,  o r  L a t i n ;  two y e a r s  of  s c i e n c e ;  two y e a r s  
of ma themat i c s ;  and two y e a r s  o f  h i s t q r y ,  of which one must  be  
American h i s t o r y .  The r emain ing  s i x  c r e d i t s  can  be  t a k e n  i n  f u r t h e r  
s t u d y  o f  ma themat i c s ,  s c i e n c e ,  and f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e ,  o r  i n  geography,  
t y p i n g ,  a r t ,  music ,  home economics,  and mechan ica l  d rawing ,  The 
s c h o o l  a l s o  h a s  a  commercial  d e p a r t m e n t ,  which a t t r a c t s  15 t o  20  p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  most  of  whom a r e  g i r l s  f rom 14exican 
homes who a r e  p r e p a r i n g  t o  be b i l i n g u a l  s e c r e t a r i e s .  The b a s i c  
c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  academic depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a r e  by no 
means e a s y ,  and  t h e  academic qualifications of most  o f  the t e a c h e r s  
a r e  h i g h ,  I t  i s  a  s c h o o l  where good s t u d e n t s  can  g e t  a  good educa-  
t i o n .  

I n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  d i v i s i o n ,  where t h e  s c h o o l  day  i s  s p l i t  
( a  h a l f - d a y  f o r  S p a n i s h  and a h a l f - d a y  f o r  E n g l i s h ) ,  where some of  
t h e  Mexican t e a c h e r s  i n s i s t  on f o l l o w i n g  t h e  l e c t u r e  o r  d i c t a t i o n  
method of  t e a c h i n g ,  and where many of t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  con- 
p l e t e l y  f l u e n t  i n  b o t h  Span i sh  and E n g l i s h ,  t h e  s c h o o l  p r o b a b l y  
f a i l s  t o  accompl i sh  a s  much i n  t e a c h i n g  t h e  o r d i n a r y  s k i l l s  of 
r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and a r i t h m e t i c  a s  would be  t h e  c a s e  i f  i t  were 
f o l l o w i n g  o n l y  one c u r r i c u l u m ,  Even h e r e ,  however, t h e  s c h o o l  
i n s p e c t o r s  seem t o  be a b i t  l e n i e n t  and most o f  t h e  Mexican t e a c h e r s  
f o l l o w  American methods of t e a c h i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  whole 
p a t t e r n  of i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  warped h e a v i l y  toward  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
method of e d u c a t i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  Moreover, t h e  s t u d e n t s  e n j o y  some 
d e f i n i t e  a d v a n t a g e s ,  They l e a r n  two l a n g u a g e s  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e ,  
And t h e y  become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  some of t h e  v a l u e  judgments  of 
two d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  s o  young t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  



b e t w e e n  t h e  c u l t u r e s  do  n o t  seem p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x t r e m e .  

The o b j e c t i v e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n s  among f a c u l t y ,  
s t u d e n t s ,  and  p a r e n t s  o f  t h e  Amer ican  S c h o o l  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a b o u t  
midway b e t w e e n  t h o s e  o f  a s e l e c t  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  more o r d i n a r y  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
few;  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a l a c k  of  warm m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  be tween  
t e a c h e r s  and  p u p i l s ;  a n d  s c h o o l  s p i r i t  i s  low. The s c h o o l  d o e s  have  
c o m p e t i t i v e  a t h l e t i c s ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  p a r a d e s  of t h e  band  and  t w i r l e r s ,  
a n d  o t h e r  " h i p - h i p - h o o r a y H  a c c o u t e r m e n t s ,  b u t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  n e v e r  
q u i t e  come o f f ,  L i k e w i s e ,  i t  h a s  a s t u d e n t  c o u n c i l ,  a s t u d e n t  c o u r t ,  
a n d  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of  s t u d e n t  government ,  w i t h o u t  q u i t e  making  them 
work. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  f a l l s  s h o r t  o f  c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  v a l u e s  
o f  s e l e c t n e s s  o f  s t u d e n t  body ,  p r i d e  i n  accompl i shmen t ,  and  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  t h e  " o l d  s c h o o l  t i e , "  which  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a  r e a l l y  t o p n o t c h  
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l .  

A p a r t  o f  i t s  d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  s t e m s  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
i t  i s  a n  ~ m e k i c a n  s c h o o l  i n  a ' f o r e i g n  c b u n t r y .  A good p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d raws  m e n t a l  a s  w e l l  a s  f i n a n c i a l  s u s t e n a n c e  
f r o m  t h e  community i n  wh ich  i t  i s  l o c a t e d .  It p r e p a r e s  s t u d e n t s  
f o r  l i f e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  of  w h i c h  i t  i s  a p a r t .  Here  i n  Mexico,  
however ,  t h e  Amer icans  who s e n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  American 
S c h o o l  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  them become Mexicans .  The 
s c h o o l  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r e p a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  Mexico. P a r e n t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  want  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  
l e a r n  S p a n i s h ;  t h e y  want  them t o  l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  Mexicans  b u t  
n o t  l i k e  Mexicans .  The American S c h o o l  p r e p a r e s i l d r e n  f o r  l i f e  
i n  t h e n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  f o r  wha t  i s  somet imes  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t h e  
Amer ican  way o f  l i f e . "  T h i s  means t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  
a c u l t u r a l  i s l a n d .  I t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  c u r r i c u l u m ,  methods 
of t e a c h i n g ,  and  b a s i c  o b j e c t i v e s  f rom t h e  o r d i n a r y  Mexican s c h o o l ,  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  r e p l i c a  o f  a  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  

C e r t a i n  t y p e s  of d i f f i c u l t i e s  a l m o s t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  f l o w  
f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  a n  American i n s t i t u t i o n  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  a  f o r e i g n  s e t t i n g ,  a n d  f rom t h e  f u r t h e r  f a c t  t h a t  p r e p a r i n g  
c h i l d r e n  who l i v e  i n  a f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  American way 
o f  l i f e  really means p r e p a r i n g  them t o  e n t e r  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  Many p a r e n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and  e v e n  t e a c h e r s  do n o t  u n d e r -  
s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  be  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  Old Podunk 
High b a c k  i n  P l a i n v i l l e ,  U.S.A., and  a n  Amer ican  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  Mexico C i t y .  It d o e s n l t  m a t t e r  how s m a l l  P l a i n v i l l e  i s ,  y o u  c a n ' t  
r e p r o d u c e  i t  on t h e  1 5 - a c r e  campus a t o p  Tacubaya H i l l .  Because  
p e o p l e  d o  n o t  a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s ,  t h e r e  a r e  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  g r i p e s ,  
a n d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  wh ich  c a l l  f o r  a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s -  
c u s s i o n  and r e - e d u c a t i o n  among p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and  
s c h o o l  a d n i n i s t r a t o r s .  The American S c h o o l  i n  Mexico C i t y  h a s  b e e n  
weak,  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  i n  k e e p i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  
a l i v e .  The a r r i v a l  of  a new s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a  f e w  months  ago,  t o  
r e p l a c e  a n  o b v i o u s  m i s f i t ,  p r o m i s e s  t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y .  
An a n a l a y o u s ,  t h o u g h  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  p rob l em a r i s e s  f rom t h e  h i g h  
s c h o o l  c e n t e r i n g  i t s  main  e m p h a s i s  on p r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n t e r  



c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  Although t h e r e  a r e  a  few v o c a t i o n a l  and 
" l i f e  a d j u s t m e n t n  c o u r s e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  American High Schoo l ,  
t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  main c e n t e r  of emphas is ,  and t h e  y o u n g s t e r  who 
does  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  go t o  c o l l e g e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  o r  who has  n o t  y e t  
d e v e l o p e d  a  genu ine  s e r i o u s n e s s  of pu rpose  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  does  n o t  
f i n d  much t o  i n t e r e s t  him a t  t h e  American Schoo l ,  T h i s  p r e s e n t s  
q u i t e  a  problem t o  many teen-age  b o n  which--when coup led  w i t h  an  
a l n o s t  t o t a l  l a c k  of  job  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p a r t - t i m e  work when t h e y  
a r e  n o t  i n  s c h o o l - - r e s u l t s  i n  numerous p a r e n t s  s e n d i n g  t h e i r  boys  
t o  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  and i n  o t h e r  y o u n g s t e r s  b e i n g  q u i t e  
unhappy because  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e  o u t l e t s  f o r  t h e  neve r -end ing  
e n e r g y  of you th .  

There a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o t h e r  problems,  Teache r s  1 s a l a r i e s  
a r e  low; most  t e a c h e r s  a r e  i n  t h e  s a l a r y  r ange  of  US$1,400 t o  
US$1,800 p e r  y e a r ,  b u t  some a r e  a t  l ower  l e v e l s ,  There  i s  a  s o l i d  
c o r e  o f  t e a c h e r s  (most  of whom a r e  Mexicans o r  have a Mexican 
husband o r  w i f e )  who remain  i n  t h e i r  j obs  a t  t h e  American School  
f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s - - a b o u t  20  p e r  c e n t  have been  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  
f o r  1 0  y e a r s  o r  l o n g e r ,  A t  t h e  o t h e r  ex t r eme ,  however,  t h e r e  a r e  
a lways  t h o s e  who come t o  Mexico f o r  a  one -yea r  period--some o f  them 
s t a y  f o r  o n l y  a  few weeks--and a r e  q u i t e  r e a d y  t o  q u i t  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  
j o b s  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  a  term,  o r  a t  any o t h e r  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  magnet 
back home e x e r t s  i t s  p u l l ,  Even though  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  low, i t  
i s  a  h i g h l y  d i s t u r b i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  Some s t u d e n t s  had a s  many a s  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  same c o u r s e  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  
Many p a r e n t s  f e e l  t h a t  t u i t i o n  i s  h i g h ,  It r u n s  f rom US$20 t o  
~ S $ 2 5  p e r  month f o r  e a c h  c h i l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u s  f a r e ,  and  t o  t h i s  
must  be  added books and l a b o r a t o r y  f e e s  f o r  y o u n g s t e r s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .  
On t h e  whole,  however, i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  a s  good a  s c h o o l  as most p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ,  I am n o t  unhappy i n  h a v i n g  had one 
d a u g h t e r  g r a d u a t e  from it ,  w h i l e  two more d a u g h t e r s  a r e  a t t e n d i n g  
i t  f o r  t h e i r  s econd  yea r .  




