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A t  8 : , 3 0  F r i d a y  evening ,  November 25 - -exac t ly  one-ha l f  
hour  beh ind  schedu le - - the  f o r m a l  g r a d u a t i o n  f e s t i v i t i e s  began, 
They were  t o  ce1,ebrate t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r  i n  F e d p r a l  P r imary  
Schoo l  nEscuadron  201" i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of T e p o s t l a n ,  Mexico, Two 
h o u r s  l a t e r ,  4 1  boys and 1 6  g i r l s  had r e c e i v e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  which 
in fo rmed  t h e  wor ld  t h a t  t h e y  had f i n i s h e d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
l e g a l l y - a p p r o v e d  p r imary  s c h o o l s  i n  Mexico and  were e n t i t l e d  t o  
e n t e r  a  secondary  s c h o o l  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e .  The f o l l o w i n g  Tuesday 
even ing ,  1 6  boys and 1 0  g i r l s  were g r a d u a t e d  by t h e  secondary  
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  same v i l l a g e .  These were b i g  and i m p o r t a n t  days  i n  
t h e  l i v e s  o f  p u p i l s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and p a r e n t s .  

Throughout Mexico, s i m i l a r  ce remonies  were b e i n g  held., 
L e t ' s  t a k e  a c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  i n  Tepoz t l an ,  
and a s k  o u r s e l v e s  a few q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e i ?  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  

When we walked th rough  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  Pr imary  Schoo l  
n ~ s c u a d r o h  201," we were c e r t a i n l y  n o t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  scene  t h a t  
met o u r  eyes.  I had p r e v i o u s l y  t a l k e d  t o  a  c o u p l e  of  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  
a  few p u p i l s ,  and t h r e e  o r  f o u r  p a r e n t s .  I had a s s u r e d  my w i f e  and 
s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r ,  who accompanied me t o  t h e  f i e s t a ,  as i t  
was c a l l e d  l o c a l l y ,  t h a t  t h i s  would be a  d u l l ,  uncomfor t a6 le  a f f a i r .  
I had  v i s i o n s  o f  b e i n g  crammed i n t o  one of  t h e  c l a s s rooms ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  a bunch o f  ne rvous ,  b o i s t e r o u s  c h i l d r e n  and a  few p a r e n t s .  
I n s t e a d ,  we found o u r s e l v e s  i n  a l a r g e  open p a t i o - - t h e  p layground  
f o r  t h e  school--which had  been e s p e c i a l l y  d e c o r a t e d  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  
A t remendous  a i d  t o  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  f l o w e r s  and c repe -pape r  s t r e a m e r s  
which c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n s  was a b r i g h t ,  b e a u t i f u l  moon 
overhead .  It gave a l m o s t  a s  much l i g h t  as t h e  t h r e e  dozen 40-watt  
b u l b s  t h a t  had been s t r u n g  a c r o s s  t h e  p layground  and which r e -  
c e i v e d  o n l y  i n t e r m i t t e n t  s u r g e s  o f  " j u i c e n  from a p o r t a b l e  genera-  
t o r  o u t  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  Benches from t h e  schoolrooms had been 
p l a c e d  f o u r  rows deep  around a r e c t a n g u l a r  a r e a  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  c o u r t y a r d  which, w i t h  i t s  more b r i l l i a n t  l i g h t i n g  and numerous 
s t r e a m e r s  o f  c r e p e  p a p e r  hang ing  from overhead  w i r e s ,  was o b v i o u s l y  
t h e  s t a g e  where t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  e v e n i n g  were t o  t a k e  p l a c e .  

More s u r p r i s i n g  t h a n  t h e  bedecked and m o o n l i t  p a t i o  was 
t h e  l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  p r e s e n t .  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  program was 
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I 

P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  A T  T E P O Z T L A N  

E n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h i s  s c h o o l  i n  1 9 5 5  t o t a l e d  693 v i l l a g e  
c h i l d r e n  

THE P A T I O  

P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  ( w i t h  m a g a z i n e )  and  
t w o  teachers in t h e  patio where g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  

we re  h e l d  



r e a d y  t o  b e g i n ,  t h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  1 ,000  p e o p l e  on hand, I made 
s e v e r a l  c o u n t s  o f  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  crowd, and t r i e d  t o  
e s t i m a t e  t h e  t o t a l ,  T h i s  was d i f f i c u l t ,  however, because  t h e  
c o u r t y a r d  was soon ove r f lowing ,  and s c o r e s  o f  men and t een -age  
boys  were s e a t e d  on a  l i t t l e  p a r c e l  o f  h i l l s i d e  which s l o p e s  gen- 
t l y  up from t h e  c o u r t y a r d  w a l l .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h o s e  i n  pt- 
t e n d a n c e  i n c l u d e d  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  5,000 r e s i d e n t s  o f  Tepozt lan .  
A few p e r s o n s  came from n e i g h b o r i n g  v i l l a g e s .  

The f i r s t  row o f  s e a t s  a round  t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  r e c t a n -  
g l e  was r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  members o f  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s .  A t  one 
end was t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  t a b l e  and a b o u t  a dozen c h a i r s  f o r  v i s i t i n g  
d i g n i t a r i e s ,  most  o f  whom were f a c u l t y  members from n e a r b y  s c h o o l s  
o r  o f f i c i a l s  f rom t h e  Department  o f  E d u c a t i o n  o f f i c e s  i n  C,uernavaca, 
t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  More los  i n  which T e p o z t l a n  i s  l o -  
c a t e d .  The Maddox's, however, were soon e s c o r t e d  t o  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  
c h a i r s ,  when t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  n o t i c e d  t h a t  we were be- 
coming t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  Numerous y o u n g s t e r s  were p r e s s i n g  
i n  from a l l  s i d e s  t o  g e t  a c l o s e  l o o k  a t  t h e  s t r a n g e  r i n  os ,  
Women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  arms and grandmothers  h a  !?+- l r s t  p r i -  
o r i t y  on t h e  s e a t s  immedia te ly  beh ind  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  and t h e  
v i s i t i n g  d i g n i t a r i e s .  Squeezed i n  among them were t h e  f o u r -  t o  
e i g h t - y e a r - o l d s ,  Then came a  mixed l a y e r  made up o f  g o d p a r e n t s  
o f  t h e  g r a d u a t e s ,  a few e l d e r l y  men, a  s p r i n k l i n g  of w e l l - d r e s s e d  
women i n  t h e i r  t w e n t i e s  who had o b v i o u s l y  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  c i t y  
t o  s e e  a younger  b r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r  g r a d u a t e ,  and o t h e r  c l o s e  
f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  1955. These took  most o f  
t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s e a t s .  Behind them s t o o d  t h e  men, each  of  whom was 
wear ing  h i s  newest  w h i t e  straw h a t .  

It w a s  t h e s e  h a t s ,  a s  t h e y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s o f t  l i g h t  o f  
a  f u l l  moon and formed a wide moving b o r d e r  a round t h e  crowd t h a t  
was s e a t e d  i n  t h e  p a t i o ,  which awakened me t o  t h e  obvious :  we 
were deep  i n  t h e  e a r t h y  h e a r t  o f  Mexico, We were no l o n g e r  p a r t  
o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  modern Western  c u l t u r e ,  Yet n e i t h e r  were we 
among t h e  Az tecs ,  We were i n  r u r a l  c e n t r a l  Mexico: one o f  t h o s e  
hazy  c u l t u r a l  zones ,  where t h e  modern and r a t i o n a l  i s  i n t e r a c t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  We were s e e i n g  a  p a r t  of what C l i n e  c a l l s  
n t h e  t h i r d  wor ld ,n  t h a t  g r e a t  s t r a t u m  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  which i s  
c u l t u r a l l y  somewhere between t h e  nmodernn and t h e  n ~ n d i a n , n l  
E v e r y t h i n g  around u s  was t y p i c a l l y  Mexican--the d i r t - f l o o r e d  
p a t i o ,  f rom which a  l i g h t  b r e e z e  would o c c a s i o n a l l y  p i c k  up swirls  
o f  d u s t  and d e p o s i t  i t  on t h e  crowd; t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  f l o w e r s  and 
c r e p e - p a p e r  s t r e a m e r s  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  c o u r t y a r d ,  when a  h a l f - m i l e  
away t h e r e  were s m a l l  f i e l d s  o f  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  g l a d i o l i  and 
d a i s i e s  t h a t  one would want t o  s e e ;  t h e  dozens  o f  b a r e f o o t  women, 
each  w i t h  a  l o n g  d a r k  shawl a round  h e r  s h o u l d e r s  which was f o l d e d  
i n  f r o n t  t o  form a  s m a l l  hammock f o r  t h e  e v e r - p r e s e n t  baby; t h e  
m u l t i t u d e  o f  c h i l d r e n  hanging  on t o  t h e  l o o s e  f lowing  s k i r t s  o f  
t h e i r  mothe r s ;  t h e  s p r i n k l i n g  o f  o v e r d r e s s e d  young women; and 
t h e  men i n  t h e  shadowy backgrobnd w i t h  t h e i r  w h i t e  s t r a w  h a t s  s o  

1The  ' U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and Mexico, by  Howard F, C l i n e ,  Harvard  
G r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1953, 



h e a v i l y  f i l l e d  w i t h  s t a r c h  t h a t  t h e  sa lesmen i n  t h e  l o c a l  m a r k e t s  
f i t  t h a n  t o  t h e  b u y e r s f  h e a d s l b y  pounding them t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  shape  
w i t h  a hammer and a  s m a l l  c i r c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  i r o n  h e l d  i n s i d e  t h e  
crown, T h i s  was r u r a l  Mexico--a c r a z y  q u i l t  o f  t h e  o l d  and t h e  
new--and t h i s  c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  i t  was assembled  i n  t h e  p a t i o  o f  a  
s c h o o l ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  which i s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
t r y i n g  t o  merge t h e  two c u l t u r e s ,  b u t  which i s  v e r y  p r o b a b l y  one 
o f  t h e  most p o t e n t  f o r c e s  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  o l d  and e n t h r o n i n g  
t h e  new. 

When t h e  n i n e - p i e c e  s t u d e n t  band, j u s t  a  few f e e t  beh ind  
u s ,  s t a r t e d  t o  b l a r e  o u t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  anthem, t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  
marched b r i s k l y  i n t o  t h e  open r e c t a n g l e ,  I n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  was t h e  
t a l l e s t  g i r l  i n  t h e  c l a s s ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e  Mexican f l a g .  The c o l o r  
gua rd  was made up o f  f i v e  boys,  d r e s s e d  i n  b l u e  s e r g e  t r o u s e r s  and 
w h i t e  s h i r t s ,  About t e n  p a c e s  beh ind  came t h e  column o f  c l a s s m a t e s ,  
The g i r l s  were d r e s s e d  i n  b a l l e r i n a - l e n g t h  even ing  gowns, which 
my w i f e  s a i d  were o r c h i d - c o l o r e d .  I would have c a l l e d  them a 
h y b r i d  o f  o l d - r o s e  and p u r p l e .  They g l i s t e n e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t ,  and 
c r e a t e d  an,atmosphere c o m p l e t e l y  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  s l e e p y  r u r a l  v i l l a g e  
o f  T e p o z t l a n ,  The b l u e  s e r g e  t r o u s e r s  and w h i t e  s h i r t s  o f  t h e  boys 
were more i n  keep ing  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  s e t t i n g ,  The g i r l s f  d r e s s e s  
had a l l  been  made by t h e  same dressmaker  i n  Cuernavaca. liter all^, 
t h e y  were n o t  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  world,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  wor ld  o f  T e p o z t l a n ,  
They were s p e c k s  o f  t h a t m s k  new modern c u l t u r e  which one f i n d s  
a round Mexic.0 C i t y  and a  few o t h e r  urban  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  
The c o s t  o f  t h e s e  d r e s s e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  r e a l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  
b a r e f o o t  shawl-covered  mothers  and w h i t e - h a t t e d  f a t h e r s ,  who were 
s e a t e d  a  few f e e t  away, beaming w i t h  p r i d e  a t  t h e  s p l e n d i d  appea r -  
ance  o f  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  Here was t h e  Old and t h e  New i n  b o l d  
c o n t r a s t .  More.over, t h e  New was o f  t h e  v e r y  newest ,  and it  was 
u n m i s t a k a b l y  t h e  c e n t e r  of  a t t e n t i o n .  

Much o f  t h e  program reminded m e  o f  g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s  
i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s - - a  s h o r t  speech  o f  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e  o u t g o i n g  
g r a d u a t e s  by one o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s ;  s e v e r a l  songs ,  dances ,  and r e c i -  
t a t i o n s  by y o u n g s t e r s  from each  o f  t h e  s i x  g r a d e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ;  
a good-by speech  by a  member o f  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s ;  a  l e n g t h y  
r e p o r t  b y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ,  i n  which s h e  took  a  l o t  o f  
t ime  t o  s a y  t h a t  1955 had been a  good y e a r  b u t  t h a t  much remains  
t o  be do,ne t o  make ~ f ~ s c u a d r d n  201" t h e  k i n d  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  
T e p o z t l a n  d e s e r v e s ,  and o f  c o u r s e  admonished t h e  g r a d u a t e s  t o  con- 
t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  by a t t e n d i n g  a  secondary  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  
t h i s ,  a  d i s t r i c t  i n s p e c t o r  of t h e  Department  of E d u c a t i o n  spoke,  
and f i n a l l y  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  were g i v e n  t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  It 
was a  t o u c h i n g  scene .  A s  each  y o u n g s t e r ' s  name was c a l l e d ,  h e  
came t o  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  t a b l e  where he  r e c e i v e d  h i s  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
and a s  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  s e a t  he was met midway by one o f  h i s  
g o d p a r e n t s  who p r e s e n t e d  h i m  wi th  a  g i f t  and a  huge bouquet  of 
f l o w e r s  and embraced him w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g  which o n l y  a  L a t i n o  
can  p u t  i n t o  t h e  a b r a c i j o .  T h i s  was a  r e a l  show o f  a f f e c t i o n .  
It was one o f  t h o s e  l l t t l e  n i c e t i e s  o f  l i f e  which North Americans 
r a r e l y  e x p e c t  from p e o p l e  who l i v e  i n  ex t reme p o v e ~ t y ,  and who 
o f t e n  a p p e a r  t o  n e g l e c t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  
Yet t h e  p u b l i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of a f f e c t i o n  and g i v i n g  o f  g i f t s  were 



c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ;  Mexican p e a s a n t s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  have s t r o n g  a f -  
f e c t i o n  f o r  c h z l d r e n ,  and t h e y  a l s o  must show t h a t  t h e y  a r e  keep- 
i n g  up w i t h  t h e i r  n e i g b b o r s ,  

The e x e r c i s e s  a t  t h e  secondary  s c h o o l ,  f o u r  n i g h t s  l a t e r ,  
were e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  h e l d  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r a d e s *  
The g i r l s  wore b e a u t i f u l  b a l l e r i n a - l e n g t h  b l u i s h - g r e e n  even ing  
d r e s s e s  t h a t  had  been made i n  Cuernavaca,  About h a l f  o f  t h e  boys 
wore b l u e  s e r g e  t r o u s e r s  and w h i t e  s h i r t s , .  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  wore 
b l u e  s e r g e  s u i t s ,  I was t o l d  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  boys 
had  bought  them s u i t s  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  b u t  "some o f  t h e  boys were 
j u s t  t o o  s t u b b o r n  t o  wear a  c o a t  and a t i e  a s  t h e y  were supposed 
t o  d0.R The s p e e c h e s  were a l i t t l e  s h o r t e r ;  t h e  songs  and dances  
were a l i t t l e  b e t t e r ;  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  L ions  Club i n  
Cuernavaca  were on hand t o  p r e s e n t  a  medal t o  t h e  g r a d u a t e  who 
had  t h e  h i g h e s t  g r a d e s ,  Otherwise ,  t h e  program was a  r e p l i c a  
of t h e  one a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  schoo l .  Here t o o ,  each  g r a d u a t e  r e c e i v e d  
from one o f  h i s  g o d p a r e n t s  a  p r e s e n t ,  a  bouquet ,  and a  hug, The 
e f f e c t ,  however,  was somewhat l e s s  t o u c h i n g ,  because  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  
were v i r t u a l l y  fu l l -g rown  men and women, and t h e y  o b v i o u s l y  were 
n o t  a s  t h r i l l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  p r e s e n t s  and f l o w e r s  as t h e  younger  ones  
had  been, 

Fo l lowing  t h e  f o r m a l  g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s ,  bo th  a t  t h e  
p r i m a r y  school and a t  t h e  secondary  s c h o g l ,  t h e  s e a t s  and c h a i r s  
were h a s t i l y  pushed o u t  of  t h e  way, a  l o c a l  o r c h e s t r a  s e t  up i t s  
i n a t r n m e n t s ,  and a dance  was soon under  way. I w i l t e d  a t  a b o u t  
m i d n i g h t  and d i d  n o t  s t a y  f o r  t h e  end o f  e i t h e r  a f f a i r ,  I was 
t o l d ,  however, t h a t  a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  danc ing  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  
t w o - o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning,  and t h a t  i t  l a s t e d  an h o u r  l o n g e r  a t  
t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l .  It i s  commonly s a i d  t h a t  Mexicans dance 
whenever t h e r e  i s  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  and t h i s ,  no doubt ,  
i s  one e x p l a n a t i o n  of why s o  many p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d  t h e s e  f e s t i v i -  
t i e s .  It i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  b l i n d  t o  t h e  n e e d -  
f o r  good p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  The t e a c h e r s  l o o k e d  on t h e  dance a s  
one way o f  "winning  t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  p e o p l e e n  Few t e a c h e r s ,  how- 
e v e r ,  have a c l e a r - c u t ,  p r a c t i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  how t h e  s c h o o l s  m i g h t  
be made e f f e c t i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  something  t o  t h e  
community beyond t e a c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h e  r e g u l a r  r o u t i n e  s u b j e c t s .  

T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  a  fundamentla1 q u e s t i o n :  h o w ' w e l l  p r e -  
p a r e d  a r e  t h e  - g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  T e p o z t l a n  s c h o o l s  t o  f a c e  t h e  l i f e  
ahead  o f  them? The q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  answer,  b u t  one t h i n g  
i s  c l e a r .  The c u r r i c u l u m s  o f  t h e  ~ e ~ o a t l d n  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  d e s i g n e d  
t o  t r a i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  s m a l l  f a r m e y  and shopkeeper s  
i n  a r u r a l  s e t t i n g  such  a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Tepoz t l an .  The s c h o o l s  
and t h e  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y  t h e y  o f f e r  seem t o  be s e t  a p a r t  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  community, where t h e  overcrowded adobe h o u s e s  l a c k  r u n n i n g  
w a t e r  and e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  and have s o  l i t t l e  f u r n i t u r e  t h a t  some- 
t i m e s  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  even  beds ,  The s c h o o l s  have done l i t t l e  t o  
f o s t e r  home and community s a n i t a t i o n  i n  a v i l l a g e  where p i g s ,  
c h i c k e n s ,  and dogs f r e e l y  r u n  i n  and o u t  of many o f  t h e  houses ,  
and t h e  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a  house  u s u a l l y  amount t o  no more 
t h a n  a  h a l f - h i d d e n  nook i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  y a r d  o r  a d j o i n i n g  



c o r r a l .  Nor i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m s  t h a t  would h e l p  
a g r a d u a t e  t o  make a  b e t t e r  l i v i n g  on one of t h e  5- t o  1 5 - a c r e  
farms on which most  o f , t h e  f a m i l i e s  depend f o r  t h e  major  p a r t  of 
t h e i r  income, 

The f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  of t h e  p r imary  s c h o o l  a r e ,  o f  neces-  
s i t y ,  devo ted  m a i n l y  t o  t e a c h i n g  t h e  s i m p l e  s k i l l s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  
w r i t i n g ,  and a r i t h m e t i c .  I n  t h e  s i x t h  and f i n a l  y e a r ,  t h e  b a s i c  
c u r r i c u l u m  i s  a s  fo l lows :  

I n  a d d i t i ~ n ~ a t l e a s t  t h r e e  h o u r s  p e r  week a r e  g i v e n  t o  
such  s u b j e c t s  a s  v o c a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s ,  drawing,  music ,  and s p o r t s ,  
The v o c a t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e  a  l i t t l e  sewing, cooking ,  and c h i l d -  
c a r e  f o r  g i r l s ,  and c a r p e n t r y ,  p a i n t i n g ,  and some h o r t i c u l t u r e  f o r  
boys,  These a r e  t h e  t y p e s  of  a c t i v i t i e s  which might  be c l o s e l y  r e -  
l a t e d  t o  t h e  way of l i f e  i n  ~ e ~ o z t l & n ,  and which c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  
make a  r e a l  improvement i n  t h e  l e v e l  of  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  community, 
I n  r e a l i t y ,  however, t h e y  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The c h i l d r e n  
o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  a r e  t o o  young t o  be t a u g h t  v e r y  mych i n  t h e  
way o f  v o c a t i o n a l  s k i l l s ;  t h e  equipment  f o r  t e a c h i n g  i s  a l m o s t  n i l ;  
and  %he t e a c h e r s  a r e  s h o r t  o f  i d e a s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p r o j e c t s  g e a r e d  
t o  l o c a l  ways o f  l i v i n g .  

I n  t h e  secondary  s c h o o l ,  which c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  
beyond t h e  f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  o f  p r i m a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  
i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  
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There  a r e  30 h o u r s  of c l a s s e s  each  week, and t h e  s c h o o l  
y e a r  i s  36 weeks, when a l l o w a n c e s  a r e  made f o r  v a c a t i o n s  and h o l i -  
days ,  Most o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  t a u g h t  t h r e e  t i m e s  e a c h  week f o r  
a  SO-minute p e r i o d ,  b u t  i n  a  few c o u r s e s  t h e r e  a r e  c l a s s e s  e v e r y  
day,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  o t h e r s  a r e  c u t  t o  one o r  two c l a s s  pe- 
r i o d s  p e r  week. There  a r e  no l a b o r a t o r i e s ;  t h e  c a r p e n t r y  shop i s  
p r a c t i c a l l y  w i t h o u t  t o o l s ;  and t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s - - t h e  s m a l l e s t  I 
have  e v e r  s e e n - - i s  abou t  t h e  s i z e  o f  my p o r t a b l e  t y p e w r i t e r ,  C l e a r l y ,  
nobody c a n  l e a r n  t o  be e i t h e r  a  c a r p e n t e r  o r  a p r i n t e r  w i t h  t h e  
equipment and m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e ,  Bio logy i s  t a u g h t  by a l o c a l  
d o c t o r - - t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  p a r t - t i m e  t e a c h e r s - - b u t  from 



what I c o u l d  l e a r n  i t  i s  m a i n l y  " t e x t b o o k  t e a c h i n g . "  There  a r e  
r a r e  t r i p s  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g , c o u n t r y s i d e  s o  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  can  
become a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  l o c a l  p l a n t s  and an ima l s ,  b u t  t h e s e  u s u a l l y  
a r e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  n e x c u r s i o n s n  away from t h e  ted ium o f  t h e  
c l a s s room.  By and l a r g e ,  t h e  ,school i s  something  a p a r t  from t h e  
v i l l a g e  and f i e l d s  o f  T e p o z t l a n ,  It i s  o n l y  d i s t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e  m y r i a d s  o f  r u s t i c ,  a lmos t  p r i m i t i v e ,  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  which bo th  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  and  t h e  p a r e n t s  a r e  c u s t o m a r i l y  engaged, The s c h o o l  
i s  a  p l a c e  where c i t y  i d e a s  (maybe t h e y  a r e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  i d e a s )  
p r e v a i l .  Mexico does  n o t  y e t  have an  o r g a n i z e d  and r e s p e c t e d  
body of r u r a l  knowledge, n o r  a  c o r p s  o f  t r a i n e d  i n s t u r c t o r s  t o  
t e a c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and a l l i e d  s c i e n c e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  farm 
f a m i l i e s ,  

It would be e a s y  f o r  t h o s e  who c h e r i s h  r u r a l  v a l u e s ,  and 
whp b e l i e v e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  shou ld  be f u n c t i o n a l  and u t i l i , t a r i a n  i n  
c o n t e n t ,  t o  be h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  i n  T e p o z t l a n ,  The 
c u l t u r a l  g u l f  between t h e  schoolroom and t h e  community g i v e s  r i s e  
t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  i s  f a r  from i d e a l .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h o s e  
of us  from t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  need t o  l o o k  c l o s e l y  i n  o u r  own back- 
y a r d s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  j u s t  how w e l l  we have r e l a t e d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  o u r  
p r o c e s s e s  o f  l i v i n g  and making a  l i v i n g  b e f o r e  we e x p r e s s  t o o  huch 
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  r e g a r d  t o  o u r  n e i g h b o r s ,  To a  p e r s o n  l i k e  me-- 
r e a r e d  i n  a n  i s o l a t e d  backwoods a r e a  of s o u t h e r n  Arkansas;  w i t h  
v i v i d  memories o f  t h e  one-r.oom schoo lhouse  i n  which I f i n i s h e d  
t e n  g r a d e s ;  and w i t h  even  c l e a r e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of  t h e  t h r e e -  
t e a c h e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  where f i v e  s u b j e c t s  were t a u g h t  ( ~ n g l i s h ,  
H i s t o r y ,  Mathemat ics ,  L a t i n ,  and one y e a r  o f  P h y s i c s ) ,  where a 
c o n v e r t e d  c l o t h e s  c l o s e t  doubled  a s  b o t h  l a b o r a t o r y  and l i b r a r y ,  
and where "book l ' a r n i n "  was d e f i n i t e l y  suspec,t by a  l a r g e  p ro -  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s - - t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  T e p o z t l a n  l o o k  p r e t t y  good, 
That  my memories a r e  f o u r  decades  o l d  i s  o f  l i t t l e  impor tance .  
It was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ' s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Mexico r e a l l y  
g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and f o r c e d  t h e  
F e d e r a l  Government t o  t a k e  major  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them. S i n c e  
t h a t  t ime ,  t remendous p r o g r e s s  h a s  been  made, T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  
p l a c e  t o  r ev iew t h e  whole s t o r y  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e s ,  s t r i f e s ,  and 
s a c r i f i c e s  t h a t  have  gone i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  e f f o r t  t o  promote 
e d u c a t i o n  i n  Mexico, b u t  one c a n  , e a s i l y  g e t  a d i s t o r t e d  p i c t u r e  
o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  bo th  T e p o z t l a n  and t h e  n a t i o n  i f  he does  n o t  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  e f f o r t  i s  o n l y  a g e n e r a t i o n  o l d ,  and t h a t  i t  
h a s  had a l l  s o r t s  o f  hand icaps - - r ang ing  from t h e  g e n e r a l  p o v e r t y  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  a  gamut of f a c t o r s ,  such  a s  l a c k  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  
l a c k a d a i s i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  roman t i c  i d e a l s  o f  l e a d e r s ,  and 
o u t r i g h t  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  some c o n s e r v a t i v e  e ldmen t s  i n  s o c i e t y ,  A s  
I r e a d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  I am s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  
o f  Tepox t l an  a r e  d o i n g  as w e l l  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  

That  t h e y  a r e  making p r o g r e s s  i s  a t t e s t e d  by t h e  s t e a d y  
i n c r e a s e  i n  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by t h e  growth i,n en- 
r o l l m e n t ,  It was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  middle  1 9 3 0 ' s  t h a t  T e p o z t l a n  had  
a  p r imary  s c h o o l  which went beyond t h e  f o u r t h  g r a d e ,  Now i t  h a s  
a k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  f o u r  p r imary  s c h o o l s - - t h r e e  o f  which a r e  s m a l l  and 
t e a c h  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  two grades--and a secondary  schoo l .  The 
l a t t e r  i s  o n l y  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  one l o o k s  a t  t h e  



p a s t  20  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h a s  been a d e c i d e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  Enro l lmen t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  i n  1955 
was 693. T h i s  w a s  a lmos t  30 p e r  c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  t e n  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  t h r e e  new p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  had been opened, 
i n  t h e  meantime, The secondary  s c h o o l  had an  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  129 
i n  1955, and a l a r g e r  number i s  e x p e c t e d  n e x t  y e a r ,  It  i s  ob- 
v i o u s  t h a t  o n l y  a small p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  who f i n i s h  t h e  
p r i m a r y  g r a d e s  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  secondary  s c h o o l ,  How- 
e v e r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  p r imary  s c h o o l  p r o u d l y  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  
e n r o l l m e n t  i n  t h e  secondary  s c h o o l  i s  n o t  a good i n d e x  o f  t h e  
number who c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s :  a  goodly  number, s h e  says ,  
e n t e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o o l s  t o  become s e c r e t a r i e s ,  bookkeepers ,  
o r  t e a c h e r s i  A few go t o  Cuernavaca,  o r  o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e i r  secondary  educ,ation. She e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  95 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  i n  T e p o z t l a n  between 6 and 1 6  y e a r s  o l d  were e n r o l l e d  i n  
s c h o o l  i n  1955,  T h i s  f i g u r e  may be a  b i t  h i g h ,  and i t  i s  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  a t t e n d a n c e  was f a r  from p e r f e c t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a l l  t h e  e v i -  
dence  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  growing impor tance .  , They a r e  
f a r  o u t d i s t a n c i n g  o t h e r  l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  such  a s  t h e  Church 
and t h e  m u n i c i p a l  y v e r n m e n t ,  i n  b r i n g i n g  new i d e a s  and b r o a d e r  
v i s i o n s  t o  T e p o z t l a n ,  

T h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  most ~f whom r e c e i v e  s a l a r i e s  o f  o n l y  
$50 t o  $75 p e r  month, a r e  d e d i c a t e d  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s ,  T h e i r  t r a i n -  
i n g  i s  n o t  a lways  t h e  b e s t  ( a l t h o u g h  1 0  of t h e  14 t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  have f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  a t  a  r e c o g n i z e d  normal 
s c h o o l )  and t h e i r  equipment i s  meager,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  f o r c e s  f o r  c u l t u r a l . c h a n g e ,  
And t h e  p r e s s u r e  t h e y  e x e r t  w i l l  a lmos t  s u r e l y  have a c u m u l a t i v e  
e f f e c t .  A s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  b a r e f o o t ,  shawl-covered,  whi t e -  
h a t t e d  peasants--many of whom c a n  n e i t h e r  r e a d  n o r  wr i te - -dominate  
t h e  l o c a l  scene ,  b u t  t h e i r  days a r e  numbered. T h e i r  f a c e s  beamed 
t o o  b r i g h t l y  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  g r a d u a t i o n  e x e r c i s e s ,  and t h e i r  s a c r i -  
f i c e s  f o r  t h o s e  f a n c y  d r e s s e s  were t o o  g r e a t ,  T h e i r  commitments 
t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  deep. They c a n ' t  t u r n  t h e i r  backs on them now, 
and y e t  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  p o t e n t  f o r c e s  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  some o f  t h e  
most c h e r i s h e d  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  man under  t h e  w h i t e  h a t  and t h e  woman 
i n  t h e  b l u e  shawl,2 

For  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a comprehensive acpount  o f  T e p o s t l h ,  
see :  L$fe i n  a Mexican V i l l a g e :  T e p o z t l a n  Res tud ied ,  by 
Oscar  Lewis, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Illinois P r e s s ,  Urbana, 1951. 




