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Imported knowledge has made impor t an t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
Mexico's p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic growth, Although t h e r e  i s  
no way of measuring t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and comparing them o b j e c t i v e l y  
t o  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  rank a s  impor tan t  s t i m u l i  t o  t h e  count ry ' s  
development, i t  seems s a f e  t o  conclude t h a t  among a l l  of t h e  v a r i o u s  
f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  have f i g u r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  coun t ry ' s  
growth and development, imported knowledge ranks  a t  t h e  t o p  of t h e  
l i s t .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  i d e a s  from abroad have s u r e l y  been more i m -  
p o r t a n t  t h a n  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l ,  which o f t e n  i s  viewed a s  t h e  prime 
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  growth of u n d e r d e v e l o p ~ e c o n o m i e s ~  

The f low of knowledge a c r o s s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  boundar ies  i s ,  
of course ,  no t  a  new development, Since  Mexico became an independent 
count ry  135 y e a r s  ago, i t  has r a r e l y ,  i f  eve r ,  thrown up b a r r i e r s  t o  
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exchange of ideas .  Although Mexico has  had a f u l l  
s h a r e  of d i c t a t o r s  and much exper ience  w i t h  h igh ly  c e n t r a l i z e d  govern- 
ment, which from time t o  time has c e r t a i n l y  been a t  va r i ance  w i th  
democra t ic  i d e a l s ,  and even though Mexico has  no t  always honored t h e  
g e n e r a l l y  accep ted  r u l e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  t h e  country  
has  never  f a l l e n  prey t o  t h e  type  of l e a d e r s h i p  which wanted t o  c u t  
t h e  country  o f f  complete ly  from t h e  major value-concepts  of Western 
c u l t u r e ,  General ly ,  Mexico has welcomed new i d e a s  from abroad,  and 
f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  has s e n t  thousands of i t s  sons  and daughte rs  t o  
Europe and i n  more r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  s tudy  and 
l e a r n  from i t s  more advanced neighbors ,  

However, f o r  many decades a f t e r  September 1821, when i n -  
dependence was gained from Spain, Mexico's s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was 
such t h a t  t h e  impact of i d e a s  from abroad was q u i t e  l i m i t e d .  Only 
i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  d i d  f o r e i g n  t h i n k i n g  have much i n f l u e n c e  i n  
Mexico du r ing  i t s  f i r s t  ha l f - cen tu ry  a s  an  independent  country,  and 
even he re  f o r e i g n  knowledge provided gu idepos t s  mainly f o r  t h e  f o r n  
of government, r a t h e r  t han  f o r  t h e  con ten t  of  p o l i t i c a l  behavior ,  
The i d e a s  of t h e  French r a d i c a l s ,  of Tom Paine and of Thomas J e f f e r s o n  
provided a good sha re  of t h e  ph i lo soph ic  unde rg i rd ing  of t he  Mexican 
movement f o r  independence. The i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of 
t h e  United S t a t e s  can be r e a d i l y  seen i n  t h e  form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  Mexican government. Nbver theless ,  t h e  growth of  t h e  b a s i c  
t e n e t s  of democrat ic  procedures was slow, and even today  they  a r e  
f a r  from be ing  f u l l y  developed,  Yet ,  d u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  cen tury  a s  
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an independent  country ,  f o r e i g n  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  probably  had more 
i n f l u e n c e  on Mexico's development t han  d i d  o t h e r  t ypes  of  knowledge 
from abroad,  

Since  t h e  1910 Revolut ion,  however, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  du r ing  
t h e  p a s t  qua r t e r - cen tu ry ,  t h e r e  has  been a c o n s t a n t  impor t a t i on  of 
t e c h n i c a l  knowledge--ideas, methods and techniqueso- tha t  emanate 
from t h e  l a b o r a t o r i e s  and experiment s t a t i o n s  of t h e  s c i e n t i s t s ;  
t h e  knowledge gained f ~ o m  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  
methods t o  t h e  problems of f a c t o r i e s ,  farms and mines i n  t h e  more 
advanced n a t i o n s  of  t h e  West, appears  t o  be t h e  type  of f o r e i g n  
knowledge t h a t  i s  most i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  Mexico, There i s  a l s o  a 
s t e a d y  in f low of knowledge from t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  f i e l d s ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  of t h e  t ype  which p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and manage- 
ment of p r i v a t e  bus ines s  f i rms .  

I n  gene ra l ,  i t  appears  t h a t  t h e  imported knowledge of 
r e c e n t  y e a r s  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  form and f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  economic 
system i n  a  more d i r e c t  manner t h a n  i t  does t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
p roces se s  of t h e  country.  However, i t s  i n d i r e c t  impact  i n  some of 
t h e s e  a r e a s  may be q u i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  There i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  
i n  Mexico's s e a r c h  f o r  ways and means of r a p i d l y  developing i t s  
economy, cons ide rab l e  s t r e s s  has been l a i d ,  by both  p u b l i c  and 
p r i v a t e  agenc ies ,  on impor t ing  f o r e i g n  knowledge and on adap t ing  
t h e  i d e a s  developed i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  needs of 
t h e  Mexican environment. 

Among t h e  many d i f f e r e n t  avenues by which t e c h n i c a l  
knowledge i s  imported i n t o  Mexico, t h e  fo l l owing  s ix  a r e  among 
t h e  most important :  

1. Study abroad by Mexican s t u d e n t s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and 
businessmen. 

2 ,  The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  f o r e i g n  bus ines s  f i r m s ,  mainly t h o s e  
of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Canada and Western Europe. 

3. The p u b l i c l y  f i nanced  programs of t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
of t h e  va r ious  agenc ies  of t h e  United Nations,  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Government, and t h e  Organiza t ion  of American S t a t e s ,  

4. The annua l  t r e k  of thousands of Mexican l a b o r e r s  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  f o r  jobs  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and r e l a t e d  occu- 
pa t i ons .  

5 .  The work of p r i v a t e l y  f i nanced  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  organiza-  
t i o n s ,  mainly from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  

6. The a c t i v i t i e s  of r e l i g i o u s  agenc ies  from t h e  United 
S t a t e s  apd a  few o t h e r  coun t r i e s .  

There a r e ,  of course ,  numerous o t h e r  ways by which t e c h n i c a l  
knowledge i s  coming i n t o  Mexico from o u t s i d e  sources .  Among t h e s e  
a r e  such  t h i n g s  a s :  t h e  read ing  of f o r e i g n  books, magazines and 



t e c h n i c a l  j o u r n a l s  on t h e  p a r t  of c o u n t l e s s  Mexicans; co r re spondence  
courses  of v a r i o u s  t y p e s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  from s c h o o l s  h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  
t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s ;  i d e a s  b r o u g h t  by immigrants  f rom abroad;  a n  ex- 
t r a o r d i n a r i l y  l a r g e  number of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  on a  wide 
r ange  of s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  h e l d  i n  Mexico; and s h o r t - t e r m  s e m i n a r s  
and  d i s c u s s i o n  g roups  t h a t  b r i n g  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  from 
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and Western  Europe a s  w e l l  a s  a few o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  

I n  subsequen t  l e t t e r s  and r e p o r t s  I e x p e c t  t o  examine i n  
some d e t a i l  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c l y  f i n a n c e d  programs of 
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and pe rhaps  one o r  two o f  t h e  o t h e r  avenues 
by which t e c h n i c a l  knowledge i s  coming i n t o  Mexico. I n  t h i s  i n t r o -  
d u c t o r y  l e t t e r ,  however, i t  i s  w o r t h  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f o r m a l l y  organ-  
i z e d  programs of  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  of t h e  Uni t ed  Na t ions  a g e n c i e s  
and o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government, though s i g n i f i c a n t  as examples 
o f  t h e  way i n  which governments  a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
exchange of  knowledge, a r e  by  no means t h e  o n l y  avenues  by which 
i m p o r t a n t  new i d e a s  a r e  f l o w i n g  i n t o  Mexico. There i s  no way t o  
a r r i v e  a t  a  p r e c i s e  judgement a s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  impor tance  of t h e  
v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  of t e c h n i c a l  knowledge now b e i n g  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  30 m i l l i o n  peop le  of  Mexico. However, I s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  
s t u d y  ab road  by Mexican i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  f o r e i g n  
b u s i n e s s  f i r m s  r ank  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  l i s t .  These two i n f l u e n c e s  
have been  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  many y e a r s ;  t h e y  a r e  l a r g e  i n  scope;  and 
t h e y  have i n d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  numerous f a c e t s  of Mexican 
s o c i e t y .  

The movement of  400,000 t o  500,000 b r a c e r o s  (common 
l a b o r e r s )  a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  e a c h  y e a r  t o  work on f a rms ,  r o a d s  and 
r a i l r o a d s  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  i s -  o b v i o u s l y  a  v e r y  wid6 avenue by  
which new i d e a s  may be  e n t e r i n g  Mexico, b u t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e  
a s  t o  i t s  impor tance  i s  meager and by no means c o n c l u s i v e ,  It i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  many of t h e  b r a c e r o s ,  though by no means a l l  o f  them, 
r e t u r n  t o  Mexico a f t e r  one o r  h o  summers of work i n  t h e  Uni t ed  
S t a t e s  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  s a v i n g s  t o  s t a r t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  o r  become 
farm owners,  Apparen t ly ,  however, most  of them r e t u r n  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  g r e a t l y  i n  a c u l t u r a l  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e n s e ,  
P r o f e s s o r  Osca r  Lewis of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s ,  who w i t h  a 
group of g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  d e t a i l e d  s o c i a l  and 
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Tepoe t l an  t h i s  summer, 
t e l l s  m e  t h a t  he h a s  been  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  l i t t l e  i n f l u e n c e  which 
working  i n , t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a p p e a r s  t o  have had on t h e  e x - b r a c e r o s  
of T e p o z t l a n , ,  I have obse rved  i n  a  few of t h e  Ta rascan  v i l l a g e s  
i n  t h e  Lake P a t s c u a r o  a r e a ,  some 250 m i l e s  wes t  of Mexico C i t y ,  t h a t  
many of t h e  small f a r m e r s  who have been  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  a s  b r a c e r o s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  and work a s  t h e y  have done f o r  decades ,  Yet ,  many 
l a r g e  f a r m e r s  l i k e  t o  employ e x - b r a c e r o s  because  t h e y  say ,  n t h e s e  
f e l l o w s  l e a r n e d  t o  work i n  t h e  U n i t e d  ~ t ' a t e s , ~ '  and i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
t r u e  t h a t  some of them had t h e i r  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  modern farm 
mach ine ry  o n l y  because  t h e y  went a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  as common l a b o r e r s .  
Moreover,  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  
b r a c e r o s  t a k e  c i t y  j o b s  a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n  i n s t e a d  of go ing  back 
t o  t h e i r  r u r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  most of  which a r e  t h e  most t r a d i t i o n - b o u n d ,  
s e d e n t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Mexico, 



The immediate impact of t h e  b race ro  movement, whatever 
i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  may be a s  a  conveyor -technical knowledge t o  
Mexico, a long  wi th  much of t h e  impact of f o r e i g n  bus ines s  f i rms ,  
i s  mainly on t h e  lower c l a s s e s  of s o c i e t y .  Many f o r e i g n  bus ines s  
firms have non- the- j  ob" t r a i n i n g  courses  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r e r s ,  and 
some of them provide  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  sma l l  shops and 
f a c t o r i e s  from which t h e  f o r e i g n  f i rms  buy f u l l y  f a b r i c a t e d  mer- 
chandise  o r  components f o r  t h e  manufacture of r a d i o s ,  re f  r i g e r a t o r s ,  
s t oves ,  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t s  and s i m i l a r  consumers' goods. These kinds  
of  a c t i v i t i e s  which enhance t h e  s k i l l s  and knowledge of t h e  lower 
c l a s s e s  i n  s o c i e t y  a r e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  procedures  
of sending t h e  sons  of weal thy f a m i l i e s  abroad t o  s tudy ,  It i s  
probable  t h a t  most of t h e  Mexicans who go abroad f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
t r a i n i n g  s t i l l  come from upper and upper-middle c l a s s  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  
some of t h e  s c h o l a r e h i p  programs, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  of t h e  t e c h n i c a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  agenc ies  of t h e  U,S. Government, a r e  reach ing  i n t o  t h e  
ranks  of l a b o r  union l e a d e r s  and foremen and managers of  sma l l  i n -  
d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s ,  Even i n  t h e  h igh ly  t e c h n i c a l  work of t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  
Foundation, t h e  most impor tan t  p r i v a t e  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  agency b r i n g i n g  
new t e c h n i c a l  knowledge t o  Mexico, one can s e e  impor tan t  con t r ibu-  
t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of sma l l  farmers .  This agency has cen t e r ed  
i t s  a t t e n t i o n  l a r g e l y  on p l a n t  b reed ing ,  and has  been h i g h l y  suc- 
c e s s f u l  i n  deve lop ing  improved v a r i e t i e s  and hyb r id s  of corn and 
wheat, t h e  seed  of which i s  now be ing  d i s t r i b u t e d  widely t o  a l l  
c l a s s e s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  producers.  Moreover, a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of 
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  programs of t h e  United Nations and of t h e  
U,S, Government a r e  made up of p r o j e c t s  which have an immediate 
bea r ing  on t h e  l e v e l s  of l i v i n g  of lower  c l a s s  Yexicans. 




